e

S ——
-
o A































Acknowledgments

It would be impracticable to thank all those who have contributed directly
or indirectly to the production of Need to Know, but I would like to record
my thanks in particular to the following individuals and organizations:

Jan Aldrich; Johan Andersson; Don Berliner and Robert J. Durant;
Larry Bryant; Rhiannon Burruss; John Callahan; Grant Cameron; Franklin
Carter; the Center for UFO Studies and the International UFO Reporter; the
Central Intelligence Agency; Bill Chalker; China Daily; the Chinese Air
Force; Ronald C. Claridge DFC; David Clarke and Andy Roberts; the
Defense Intelligence Agency; Copyprint Bromley, especially Joanne, Karly,
Mike, Simon and Victoria; Philip Corso Jr; Glenn Dennis; Robert F. Dorr;
Frederick C. Durant; Ethan Eisenberg; the Federal Bureau of Investigation;
Flight Data Center; Flying Saucer Review; Fortean Picture Library; Raymond
E. Fowler; René Giraud; Jay Gourley; Jean Gabriel Greslé; Dr Richard
Haines; Richard H. Hall; C. M. Hanna; Jan Harzan; David J. Hastings;
Georgina Howell; Tim Iahn; the Indian Air Force; Japan Airlines; Philip
Jarrett; Anthony L. Kimery; George Knapp; Andrzej Krzewski; the Los
Angeles Times; the Ministry of Defence; Jean-Pierre Morin; the Mutual
UFO Network and the MUFON UFO Journal;, the National Archives,
London, and the National Archives, Washington, DC; the National Security
Agency; Newsweek; New York Times; Sid Padrick; Dr Hal Puthoff; Gian J.
Quasar; Nick Redfern; Madeleine Rodeffer; the Royal Air Force; Bradford
Runyon Jr; Mike Sacks; Robert Salas and James Klotz; John F. Schuessler;
L. Schultz; Esen Sekerkarar; Time; Tim Shawcross; Margaret Sheppard;
Arthur Stansel; Carlton Stowers and the Dallas Observer; Clas Svahn; UFO
Magazine; Rebecca Ullrich; the US Air Force; the US Army; the US Navy;
Dorothee Walter; the Washington Post; Fred Whiting and the Fund for
UFO Research; Steve Williams; John Timmerman; UFOBC Quarterly; UPI
Newspictures; the US Information Service.

I am especially indebted to Rear Admiral Joe Barth, USN (retired),
former Commanding Officer, USS Forrestal, for assistance in resolving my
queries about aircraft carrier operations; Dermot Butler and Carl Nally for
their first-class research into the disturbing Dublin/Irish Sea air incidents

iX



X Timothy Good

of 2004-5; Ingrid Connell and Georgina Difford, my editors at Sidgwick &
Jackson, for their forbearance in the face of the many problems that beset
us; Kate Eshelby, my publicist at Sidgwick & Jackson; Lucius Farish, for a
great deal of help and encouragement, and for his UFO Newsclipping
Service; Captain Robert Filler, USAF (retired), for his account of a UFO
interception in California in 1961; Bill Gunston OBE, not only for his
foreword, but for an enormous amount of help in checking my manuscript
and the page proofs; Michael David Hall and Wendy Connors, for a lot of
data from their monumental work, Captain Edward ]. Ruppelt: Summer of
the Saucers — 1952; Terry Hansen, for the use of much material from his
brilliant book, The Missing Times; Leslie Kean, for extracts from her article
on the Kecksburg, Pennsylvania crash-retrieval case of 1965, as well as
additional information; Jon ‘Andy’ Kissner, to whom I am especially
grateful for so generously providing me with a wealth of information from
A Peculiar Phenomenon, his groundbreaking manuscript detailing the
shocking events of 1947; Dr Lynne Kitei, for extracts from her book, The
Phoenix Lights; James M. Kopf, USN (retired), for his testimony on the
USS John F. Kennedy incident of 1971; Don Ledger and Chris Styles, for
extracts from their book, Dark Object, and for additional information; Dr
Roger Leir, for so kindly and unstintingly allowing me to reproduce such a
lengthy segment from his astonishing book, UFO Crash In Brazil; Nikolay
Lebedev, for his superb research into Russian military cases; my agent
Andrew Lownie, as always; Clark C. McLelland, who so generously allowed
me the use of much material relating to his extraordinary experiences while
working with NASA; Commander Will Miller, USNR (retired), for his
testimony on the UFO/USO incident witnessed on board the USS Leary in
Vietnam, and for additional help; Roberto Pinotti and Alfredo Lissoni, for
material from their book, Mussolini e gli UFO; Nick Pope, for much advice
and help, as well as for quotations from his book, Open Skies, Closed Minds;
Scott and Suzanne Ramsey, for so much of their material on the 1948
Aztec, New Mexico case; Chris Rolfe and UFO Monitors East Kent, for
their research into the Burmarsh, Kent incident of 1997; Dr Irena Scott, for
numerous extracts from her remarkable book, Ohio UFOs (and many
others); Joan Woodward, for copious extracts from her article on the
Washington, DC sightings of July 2002, and for additional input. And, as
ever, my very special gratitude to those who have helped enormously, but
must remain anonymous.
Finally, my apologies in advance for any omissions of credit.



Foreword

BILL 6UNSTON OBE

I have known Timothy Good for many years, and 1 am delighted that he
asked me to contribute the foreword to his latest book.

Of course, before doing this I read the text. His previous books on the
subject — mostly bestsellers — left the reader thinking, ‘Well, it’s all pretty
convincing, and Good has put together a formidable package of evidence —
but it simply can’t be true!’

The very idea of vehicles from another planet visiting us seems
outrageous. Such beings would have had to come from a civilization much
more advanced than our own. We know (or think we know) that they
could not have come from anywhere in our solar system, and the nearest
stars are light years away.

What about such objects actually landing on our planet’s surface? Even
more seemingly incredible, who can believe the story of ‘little green men’
coming to see us, speaking perfect English?

Whoever they are, our visitors have studied us (and our radio broad-
casts) long enough to learn terrestrial languages, especially English. They
might never have actually come to visit, had we never shocked them by our
actions. That we did shock them is evident from the fact that their visits
increased dramatically soon after the start of nuclear warfare, and that they
alighted close to the place where the first atom bomb was detonated.

With this new book, Good has the advantage of a wealth of new
documents and oral evidence. But we really do not need to rely on this. Let
us study the question from another angle, and suppose that, for whatever
reason, the whole notion of flying saucers and extraterrestrial visitors has

always been a gigantic hoax. For this to be the case, one is faced with
formidable difficulties:

— On literally hundreds of occasions someone (who?) would have had to get
anything up to thousands of people to say that they had themselves seen
and heard extraordinary phenomena, the details of which all would have
had to agree.

— Large numbers of (mostly very intelligent and highly trained) people in
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various armed forces and government posts would have had to devote a
great deal of effort pretending to clean up fictitious landing sites and
transport non-existent items to secure laboratories for further
examination and storage.

— Even greater numbers of supposedly reliable witnesses, such as fighter
pilots, warship crews and airline captains, would have had to agree to
invent seemingly incredible tales of alien encounters, and then pretend to
be deeply shocked by them.

— Not least, the agency responsible for perpetrating this fraud would have
had to convince thousands of people in countries all over the world to go
along with the great hoax, and to pretend to have witnessed non-existent
events, and to do so in such a way that there were no disagreements or
dissenters.

Of course, from the start of UFO phenomena there were indeed plenty
of dissenters. Large numbers of employees of the national governments
were simply told to provide a cover story, even when the official explanation
of the phenomena was clearly nonsense. Other would-be experts just took
it upon themselves to debunk what appeared to them to be stories that
were beyond belief.

They will find this book disturbing.

Bill Gunston, an Officer of the Order of the British Empire and a Fellow of the Royal
Aeronautical Society, is one of the world’s leading aviation historians, with nearly 400
books — not including co-author or team efforts — to his credit.

Born in London in 1927, he was educated at Pinner County School, where in his
spare time he was Flight Sergeant in the school Air Training Corps squadron, and for
several months librarian of the London Philharmonic Orchestra.

He joined the Royal Air Force and was sent to University College, Durham
(1945-6), then served as a pilot for three years, flying many types of aircraft, ending
with the Vampire jet fighter. On leaving the RAF, he joined the staff of Flight magazine,
and was appointed Technical Editor in 1955. He has written several thousand magazine
articles. Since 1969 he has been part of the team producing Jane’s All the World’s
Aircraft, and he is Editor of Jane’s Aero-Engines.

Bill Gunston married his Flight secretary, Margaret Anne, a glider pilot. They have
two daughters, who were international swimmers.
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INTRODUCTION

Evidence for the existence of unidentified flying objects — per se — is
indisputable. Millions of sightings have been reported throughout the
world. That up to 90-95 per cent of all these reports can probably be
explained in conventional terms is also not in dispute. But that still leaves
tens of thousands of unexplained cases, including the many thousands
reported by military and civilian pilots, army and naval officers, astronauts
and astronomers, whose testimony is often supported by radar, sonar, and
sometimes by film and photographs. In my estimation, many such cases
are likely to represent genuinely anomalous craft or phenomena.

The attitude of the media, in the face of the massive amount of
evidence available, is puzzling. ‘UFOs do not exist,” proclaimed an editorial
in The Times in 2005.' Based on an article by David Charter in The Times
of the same date, the editorial commented on the Ministry of Defence’s
declassification of a large batch of papers on UFOs, under provisions of the
UK Freedom of Information Act which came into force in January 2005.
Charter wrote that ‘it has taken the Ministry of Defence 54 years to release
secret papers ruling out the existence of UFOs’.2 Nonsense.

The Times is behind the times. Most news coverage of the 2005 release
was positive. In the Independent, for example, Robert Verkaik cited the
reports included in the MoD releases of unidentified flying objects sighted
by RAF personnel, British Airways pilots and senior police officers.> ‘Until
recently, even the tabloids regarded “flying saucers” as a joke,” commented
science reporter Robert Matthews. ‘Now newspapers like the Financial
Times and Independent are filing Freedom of Information (FOI) requests to
compel official sources to reveal what they know.

The much-heralded release of a large batch of UFO files in 2005 was
not unprecedented: the MoD has declassified a number of documents over
the years, either periodically (such as after thirty or fifty years), or as the
result of requests from members of the public for information on a specific
incident. In the United States, where the Freedom of Information Act
became law in 1966, tens of thousands of UFO-related documents have
been released by the armed services and intelligence agencies (most of which
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had previously denied having any documentation on the subject). Other
countries, such as Canada, France, Italy, Russia and Spain, have also
declassified files. Many of these documents were revealed for the first time
in my book Above Top Secret, published in 1987.5 In May 2005, the Brazilian
Air Force held meetings with a committee comprising the country’s leading
UFO researchers and agreed to declassify more of its files on the subject.
However, as elsewhere, the most sensitive information on the subject con-
tinues to be exempt from disclosure, in the interests of national security.

The Times editorial contends that astronomers ‘now agree that there is
no evidence for the visitation of Earth by aliens, and that the obsession
with UFOs has delayed legitimate research into the possibility of life
elsewhere’. Many astronomers do indeed take this position — but very few
are experts on UFOs. Astronomers focus mostly on planets, moons, comets,
asteroids, stars and the search for extraterrestrial intelligence (SETI) in our
galaxy and beyond. UFOs most often are reported within Earth’s atmos-
phere. Yet in this respect, a 1977 survey of members of the American
Astronomical Society by Peter Sturrock of Stanford University is revealing.
Of those who responded (1,356 out of 2,611), 53 per cent said UFOs
‘certainly’ deserved scientific study.® More significantly, sixty-two respond-
ents said they ‘had witnessed or obtained an instrumental record of an
event that they could not identify and which they thought might be related
to the UFO phenomenon’.’

In a recent peer-reviewed article, scientists Deardorff, Haisch, Maccabee
and Puthoff re-evaluate the present assumption that extraterrestrials or
their probes are not in the vicinity of Earth, arguing instead that ‘some
evidence of their presence might be found in certain high-quality UFO
reports’ (examined briefly). They also address the frequently raised notion
that vast interstellar distances preclude visits by ETs.

The extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH), that intelligent life from ‘else-
where’ in the universe could be visiting Earth, has become less
implausible through suggestions that the velocity-of-light constraint —
‘they can’t get here from there’ — is not as restricting as had been
assumed previously. This restriction has its origin in the special theory
of relativity, which we do not question. However, within the context
of general relativity, there are three approaches which may permit
legitimately bypassing this limit, given sufficiently advanced (perhaps
by millions of years!) knowledge of physics and technology.

The authors discuss exotic methods of space travel, such as ‘worm-
holes’, ‘warp drive’ and the use of ‘additional dimensionalities’. Though
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conceding the seemingly insurmountable obstacles, given our current
technology, they point out that ‘ET knowledge of the physical universe may
comprise new principles which allow some form of faster-than-light travel.
This possibility is to be taken seriously, since the average age of suitable
stars within the “galactic habitable zone”, in which the Earth also resides, is
found to be about 10° years older than the Sun, suggesting the possibility
of civilizations extremely advanced beyond our own.’”®

Eric Jones of the Los Alamos National Laboratory has calculated that
space-faring civilizations capable of reaching velocities of just one-tenth the
speed of light could theoretically colonize the entire galaxy within 60
million years.® A corollary is that our galaxy could already have been
teeming with technologically advanced civilizations aeons ago.

Attitudes may be changing, though the national media typically con-
tinues to refer pejoratively to UFO researchers as ‘believers’, ‘buffs’ or
‘conspiracy theorists’. The fact that thousands of scientists worldwide take
this multidisciplinary subject seriously — or have authored books on it — is
usually overlooked. A list of doctorates for members of the Mutual UFO
Network (MUFON), for example, included: physical sciences (127); medical
sciences (120); biological sciences (43); earth sciences (22).1°

Reviewing a tendentious 1996 PBS/NOVA television documentary on
alien abductions that featured the late Dr John Mack, Professor of Psych-
iatry at Harvard Medical School and a MUFON consultant, Dorothy
Rabinowitz of the Wall Street Journal wrote: ‘Dr Mack, who gives credence
to the alien-encounter experience, will likely not be pleased with this film,
which proceeds to demolish the claims of the various hucksters, charlatans,
assorted exhibitionists and garden variety nitwits immersed in humbug
about alien abductors . ..’

In December 2004, a retired Chilean Air Force general, Ricardo Ber-
mudez, announced the foundation of a degree course on ‘anomalous aerial
phenomena’, which he would direct, to be held at the University of Chile.
With a faculty of specialists including Klaus von Storch, Chile’s first
astronaut, the academic programme was declared ‘a necessity for these
times’ and a counter to media sensationalism on the subject. ‘Ufologists’
would be excluded. ‘Something is happening in our world,” said Bermtdez.
‘We don’t know what it is, but the fact is that it can no longer go unnoticed
by governments and the scientific establishment.’!?

It is largely owing to a prevailing sensationalist or debunking attitude
of many national newspapers and scientific journals that scientists are
reluctant to openly acknowledge their interest. This is less the case in
China. In Beyond Top Secret, I devoted a chapter to encounters reported by
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military and civilian pilots and other credible observers in that country,
and discussed how the subject is treated more seriously in the academic
community. In 1992 the China UFO Research Association, which is
affiliated to the China Association for Science and Technology, had 3,600
full members as well as 40,000 research associates.!> Most of China’s UFO
researchers are scientists and engineers, and many UFO groups require
both a college degree and published research for membership. ‘In the US,
scholars investigating this are under pressure and have been derided,’
explained Sun Shili, a former foreign ministry official and head of the
Beijing UFO Research Society, in 2000. ‘But in China, the academic
discussion is quite free, so in this area American academics are quite jealous
of us.’1

Not all scientists, however — including those in China — are free to
discuss their UFO research, since many work for the military/intelligence
community and hold high security clearances. Terry Hansen, a science
journalist who is the author of The Missing Times, an erudite study of
American media complicity in the UFO cover-up, previously believed that
the resistance displayed by establishment science towards examining UFO
data could be explained mainly by ‘an innate tendency of scientists to reject
surprising discoveries’. Later, Hansen concluded that such resistance has
more to do with federal government policies, as we shall learn in the final
chapter.'®

In 1950, a Top Secret Canadian government memorandum revealed that,
‘The matter is the most highly classified subject in the United States Govern-
ment, rating higher even than the H-bomb’.'¢ And as Rear Admiral Roscoe
Hillenkoetter, a former CIA director, noted in 1960, ‘Behind the scenes,
high-ranking Air Force officers are soberly concerned about the UFOs. But
through official secrecy and ridicule, many citizens are led to believe the
unknown flying objects are nonsense.’’” (My empbhasis.)

‘Despite the tendency of the elite news media, particularly in recent
years, to avoid coverage of the UFO issue,” Hansen points out, ‘Americans
show an increasing scepticism about the official version of reality they
present.” He cites a Time magazine/CNN poll released in 1997, which
revealed that 80 per cent of the 1,024 adults polled responded that they
believed the US Government was hiding knowledge of extraterrestrials; 64
per cent said they thought aliens had contacted or abducted humans, and
37 per cent believed that aliens had contacted the US Government!'*

Because Need to Know chronicles the worldwide military and intelli-
gence involvement with the UFO problem since the 1930s, and most of my
books are currently out of print, I have alluded to, and updated where
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appropriate, some cases from previous books. I also felt it essential to
include a great deal of material from the 1940s and 1950s — a period crucial
to our understanding of both the development of the problem and the
response to it by the military intelligence community. Much of this material
will be new — even to aficionados.

Moreover, much of the material is disturbing. It is no wonder that
governments are so reluctant to release information. Many readers will be
shocked to learn that early military action against UFOs led to an unpre-
cedented number of military and civilian aircraft crashes worldwide; that
hundreds of pilots have either lost their lives or simply disappeared during
interceptions of UFOs; and that we are in conflict with some extraterrestrial
species.

In the past few decades, I have acquired a great deal of information
from my contacts around the world, to the extent that I now feel able to
speak with authority about a number of the seemingly outrageous stories
that appear in this and previous books. Some of these sources have been,
or are currently, involved in official and unofficial programmes that deal
with the UFO/alien problem. They have stressed that gradual disclosure of
the facts is the best way forward. I have been encouraged to come out with
this information, even though it is disturbing because eventually we will
have to come to terms with the truth — however unpalatable.

Need to Know is dedicated to the memory of L. Gordon Cooper, the
pilot, astronaut and UFO researcher, who passed away in 2004. ‘Gordo’
took his first flight at the age of five, learned to fly at eight and went solo
when he was twelve. During his distinguished military flying career he flew
many types of aircraft, including two of my favourites — the F-86 Sabre and
F-102 Delta Dagger jets. As a second lieutenant stationed at Neubiberg Air
Force Base, Germany, in 1951, he saw his first UFOs — unknown saucer-
shaped craft that overflew the base for several days. Cooper and his
squadron mates were scrambled to intercept, but their F-86s were incapable
of flying high enough (Chapter 11). In 1957, while assigned as test pilot
and project manager of the fighter section at the Experimental Flight Test
Engineering Division at Edwards Air Force Base, California, a flying saucer
literally landed on the dry lake bed, filmed by cameramen (Chapter 15).

Cooper was the youngest and most laid-back of the seven Mercury
astronauts, and his first trip into space — a twenty-two-orbit flight in May
1963 — led to ceremonies at the White House and a parade through New
York City involving 2,900 tons of ticker tape! He retired from NASA and
the Air Force in 1970 as a ‘full bird’ colonel (having turned down pro-
motion to general because he would no longer have been allowed to fly



single-seat aircraft).!* Though we corresponded a couple of times, I never
met this courageous, modest, yet outspoken man, whom I admired so much. {

land at the Super Bowl to get the world’s undivided attention?’2°

stimulate serious, if not undivided, attention to this controversial, disturb-
ing, yet exciting subject — the most highly classified secret on Earth.

Timothy Good

‘What will it take?” asks Cooper in his autobiography. ‘Must a UFO

It is to be hoped that the evidence contained in Need to Know will
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As an RAF Fighter Controlier you are
responsible for guiding the pilots 1o their
target, as well as anticipating how the
target might react.

You have to make split-second decisions
that will place your pilots in a position where
they can make positive identification.

Whether it is reporting on unidentified
objects, guiding fighter pilots. or check-
ing on thousands of man-made objects
orbiting the earth - Fighter Controllers
are maintaining thc defence of their
country in one of the most high-pressurc

environments there is.

An extract from a full-page Royal Air Force advertisement for recruiting
fighter controllers, which appeared in the Daily Express (25 July 1991), headlined
‘UFO or VIP? (Royal Air Force)

An extract from the executive summary of an over-460-page Scientific & Technical
Memorandum by the UK Defence Intelligence Analysis Staff, entitled
Unidentified Aerial Phenomena in the UK Air Defenice Region (2000),
code-named Project Condign, and mostly declassified in May 2006.
UFOs are designated here as UAPs. (Crown Copyright)

s The flight safety aspects of the findings should be made available to the appropriate
particularly those operating fast and at low altitude.
In 50 advising:

- ltshould be stressed that, despite the recent incresse in UAP events, the
probability of encountering & UAP remaing very low.

- No attempt should be made to sut-manocuvre 2 UAP during mterception.
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1. DAWN OF AN ERA

Officialdom began to pay attention to aerial phenomena at the outbreak of
the First World War in 1914. In Australia, for example, strange aircraft,
accompanied by ‘machinary hums’ and odd lights, were reported in north-
ern New South Wales, Australia.' Such reports must be seen in context with
that war, of course, involving as it did the use of military aircraft for the
first time. However, more serious attention was paid in 1920, when unex-
plained lights were seen in the sky around the entrance to the Bass Strait,
Australia, around the time a ship, SS Amelia J., had disappeared. The search
aircraft sent to investigate also disappeared without trace.>

The Bass Strait is one of a number of areas — such as the Bermuda
Triangle and the Great Lakes area in North America — where many aircraft
and ships have mysteriously disappeared. In 1930, witnesses at Warrnam-
bool, Victoria, on the north shore of the Bass Strait, reported sightings of
unidentified ‘aircraft’, and the Royal Australian Air Force dispatched
Squadron Leader (later Air Marshal) George Jones to investigate. No
evidence could be found that the aircraft were either Australian or foreign.
On the morning of 19 October 1935, a four-engined Qantas Empire
Airways D.H.86 airliner, the Miss Hobart, disappeared inexplicably in the
Bass Strait. Strange lights were seen in the sky that night and three nights
later, not far from where the plane reported its last position.’

In 1933, mysterious but conventionally shaped, unmarked aircraft were
sighted over Scandinavia and, to a lesser extent, the UK and USA. Often
seen flying in hazardous weather conditions, the ‘ghost aircraft’, as they
were called, frequently circled low, projecting powerful searchlights on to
the ground. Although engine noises accompanied the sightings, the aircraft
sometimes described low-level manoeuvres in complete silence.

“...there can be no doubt about illegal air traffic over our secret
military areas,” said Major-General Reuterswaerd of the 4th Swedish Flying
Corps. ‘Who or whom are they, and why have they been invading our air
territory?’

An Italian government report — dating back to 1936 — was leaked sixty
years later to researcher Roberto Pinotti. Purportedly written by ‘Andrea’,

1
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an Italian secret service agent, the report describes observations of unknown
flying craft seen near Venice on 17 August 1936:

It was a metallic disc, polished and reflecting light, with a diameter of
ten to twelve metres. Two fighters from a nearby base took off, but
were unable to reach it .. . It didn’t emit sound, which would lead one
to consider an aerostat. But nobody knows of balloons that can fly
faster than the wind. I know for sure that it was seen by other aviators
... Then, after approximately at least an hour and after passing over
Mestre, it was seen as a sort of metallic tube, grey or slate.

Benito Mussolini — Il Duce — the Fascist dictator (himself a pilot) took
a great interest in this and other sightings at the time, and a report on the
incident was also sent to Count Ciano, Mussolini’s son-in-law and Italy’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

A sketch by a confidential informant was redrawn by Andrea, who
explained that:

[The main object] was described like a kind of aerial torpedo, with
very clear windows . . . and alternating white and red lights. [The two
other objects] were two ‘hats’, hats like those used by priests: wide,
round, with a dome in the centre, metallic and following the torpedo
without changing their relative positions . . . the prefecture has opened
an inquiry, but you can imagine that it will make little inroad . . . The
Duce has expressed his worries, because he says that if it were a matter
of real English or French aircraft, his foreign policy wouid have to
start all over again.

Pinotti and his colleagues received this, as well as many other extra-
ordinary documents, including handwritten notes and telegrams, on original
paper bearing the seal of the Senato del Regno (Senate of the Realm), which
are published in a book co-authored by Pinotti with Alfredo Lissoni.’ But
Pinotti was not the first to receive the series of documents. Earlier, packages
had been addressed to the Bologna newspaper Il Resto del Carlino, for
instance, containing a dossier of thirty-four photocopied pages covering
various sightings in Italy between 1933 and 1940 - including reports from
what was then the Royal Italian Air Force, with the recommendation, ‘Say
nothing to Il Duce’. Three telegrams related to instructions for the recovery
of a flying disc which supposedly had landed in an unnamed location
(believed to be near Milan) on 13 June 1933, and counter-intelligence meas-
ures including press censorship (see p. 15).

There are frequent references in the documents to a top-secret group —
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Gabinetto RS/33 — reportedly dealing with the collection, investigation and
even suppression of information relating to velivolvi sconoscuti (unknown
aircraft). Headed by Mussolini, Ciano and airman General Italo Balbo, RS/
33 is said to have included several prominent aeronautical engineers,
astronomers and scientists, directed by none other than Guglielmo Mar-
coni, the great inventor, although he never played an active role in the
cabinet, preferring to delegate to the astronomer Gino Cecchini. RS/33 had
links with OVRA, the Fascist secret police, and Agenzia Stefani, the regime’s
news agency in charge of disseminating propaganda.® As Pinotti elucidated
for me:

... All this re-writes the history of ‘official’ ufology, which started
secretly in Italy under Mussolini with the RS/33 (Ricerche Speciale
[Special Research] 33) Cabinet in 1933 to study the ‘Velivoli Non
Convenzionali’ (unconventional aircraft) after a possible UFO crash
near Milan, and a definite ‘reverse-engineering’ approach to ‘copy’
what the Fascists considered to be purported English or French secret
aerial spy devices. The Italian studies led to different concepts of round
flying machines, to be used by the Germans at the end of WWIIL.”

Pinotto told me that the documents he received — originating with the
nephew of a member of the RS/33 Cabinet — were authenticated by forensic
analysis involving chemical tests on the paper and ink, conducted by
Antonio Garavaglia, a top Italian forensic consultant. Checks for historical
accuracy by historian Andrea Bedetti, an expert on Italy’s Fascist period,
indicate authenticity.® Alfredo Lissoni discovered additional evidence in the
archives of the Prefeturra (Civil Governor’s office) in Milan: about 500
telegrams sent to the Prefeturra between 1933 and 1938, at least nine of
which exclusively concerned velivoli non identificabili (unidentifiable
aircraft).®

Alfredo Lissoni has unearthed a fascinating reference from a speech by
Mussolini to the Federation of Fascist Combatants on 23 February 1941:
‘The United States are far more likely to be invaded, not by soldiers of the
Axis, but by the not so well known but warlike inhabitants of the planet
Mars, who will come down out of space in their unimaginable flying
fortresses.’'°

This was almost certainly the first official reference to alien spaceships
— and one that turned out to be prescient. A year later, an extraordinary
incident led some American military leaders to wonder if they were indeed
being invaded by beings from elsewhere.
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A ‘highly confidential’ Italian Government telegram dating back to June 1933 from the
Director of Special Affairs: ‘On the personal order of Il Duce, absolutely no mention is
to be made of the alleged landing of an unknown aircraft on national soil — the same
applies to today’s news due for publication by the Stefani Agency [and] individual
journalists — Maximum penalty for non-compliance will be enforced by the Tribunal
for State Security.” (Roberto Pinotti/Alfredo Lissoni)






2. SECOND WORLD WAR

In the early hours of 25 February 1942, the city of Los Angeles was alerted
by air-raid sirens and searchlights probing the sky, provoking fear that a
Japanese invasion was imminent. Pearl Harbor had happened less than
three months earlier, and on 24 February a Japanese submarine had
attacked the coast from the Santa Barbara Straits, north of Los Angeles.
(The secret memorandum to President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed by
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, describing these events, appears
on p. 31.)

According to thousands of witnesses, a large unidentified object
remained stationary while anti-aircraft shells burst around it and against
it, as may be seen in a press photograph taken at the time (see plates).
A Herald Express staff writer said he was certain that many shells burst
directly in the middle of the object and he could not believe that it
had not been shot down. The object eventually departed at a leisurely
pace over the coastal cities between Santa Monica and Long Beach, disap-
pearing after twenty minutes. The air alarm had lasted for nearly five
hours.!

John E. Seidel, a carrier for the Los Angeles Times, recalls that the first
edition of the newspaper that morning was delayed so that a first-page
supplement could be added stating that ‘foreign’ aircraft had been in the
air and that: ‘At 5 am, the sheriff’s office announced that an airplane has
been shot down near 185th Street and Vermont Avenue. Earlier, the Fourth
Air Force in San Francisco announced that at least one plane had been
downed in the raid.’ The supplement did not appear with later editions,
nor did any reference to the downed plane appear again. Seidel subse-
quently learned that a plane - said to be American — had indeed crashed
near 185th and Vermont, but the Army quickly removed the wreckage and
cleaned up the area.? Is it possible that one or more of the unknown
machines had been shot down? There is evidence that alien craft were
recovered on several occasions during the Second World War, as will be
seen later in this chapter.

The Los Angeles air alarm, the first milestone in the relatively recent
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history of the UFO phenomenon, generated headline news in the US, but
with the world plunged into war on an unprecedented scale, official and
public interest swiftly waned.

Following reports by fishermen of strange lights seen in the Bass Strait
in the summer of 1942, a Royal Australian Air Force aircraft on flying
patrol off the Tasman Peninsula late one afternoon was approached by an
unidentified object which came out of a cloud bank. The pilot described
the object as ‘a singular airfoil of glistening bronze colour’, about 150 feet
in length and 50 feet in diameter, with what seemed like a dome on top
that reflected sunlight. The UFO flew alongside the plane for a few minutes,
then suddenly turned away ‘at a hell of a pace’. It turned again, then dived
straight into the ocean, throwing up ‘a regular whirlpool of waves’ and
vanishing as though it had submerged like a submarine® — thus effectively
becoming an ‘unidentified submergible object’ (USO).

Several reports from 1942 — declassified fifty years later by the Ministry
of Defence — relate to sightings of unusual aircraft seen by RAF crews. A
secret memo dated 3 December 1942 (see p. 32), from Headquarters, No. 5
Group, to Headquarters, Bomber Command, begins: ‘Herewith a copy of a
report received from a crew of a Lancaster after a raid on Turin. The crew
refuse to be shaken in their story in the face of the usual banter and
ridicule.” The report by the crew of aircraft J’, No. 61 Squadron, based at
RAF Syerston in Lincolnshire, describes the encounter on the night of 28/
29 November:

The object . .. was seen by the entire crew of the above aircraft. They
believe it to have been 200-300 feet in length and its width is estimated
at 1/5th or 1/6th of its length. The speed was estimated at 500 mph,
and it had four pairs of red lights spaced at equal distances along its
body. These lights did not appear in any way like exhaust flames; no
trace was seen. The object kept a level course.

The crew saw the object twice during the raid, and brief details
are given below:
(i) After bombing, time 2240 hours, a/c [aircraft] height 11,000 feet.
The aircraft at this time was some 10/15 miles South-West of Turin
travelling in a north-westerly direction. The object was travelling
South-East at the same height or slightly below the aircraft.
(ii) After bombing, time 2245 hours, a/c height 14,000 feet. The
aircraft was approaching the Alps when the object was seen again
travelling West-South-West up a valley in the Alps below the level of
the peaks. The lights appeared to go out and the object disappeared
from view.
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The report adds that the pilot of the aircraft, a Captain Lever, saw ‘a
similar object about three months ago North of Amsterdam. In this instance
it appeared to be on the ground and later travelling at high speed at a lower
level than the heights given above along the coast for about two seconds;
the lights then went out for the same period of time and came on again,
and the object was still seen to be travelling in the same direction’.*

FOO-FIGHTERS

More typically in this period, many Allied and Axis airmen (including
Japanese) began reporting sightings of small, apparently remotely controlled
objects which followed and sometimes buzzed aircraft during missions.
Among the US Army Air Forces (USAAF), rumours spread that the Ger-
mans had introduced a new weapon designed to interfere with the ignition
systems of bombers’ engines but, since the ‘foo-fighters’ (as they were nick-
named by pilots of the 415th Night Fighter Squadron) never engaged in
hostile action — even though they posed a threat — most flight crews became
convinced that the objects were some type of psychological warfare device
(see p. 33). The US Eighth Army Air Forces ordered a full investigation, but
was unable to arrive at a satisfactory solution.®
On the night of 26/27 May 1943, during a raid on Essen, Germany,
involving up to 500 aircraft, an RAF Halifax four-engine bomber encountered
a structured craft similar to the one reported over Turin six months earlier.
Flight Sergeant G.N. Cockcroft, co-piloting, recalled the incident: ‘It was in
the two or three minutes before our final run-in, when we were at approxi-
mately 18,700 feet when we saw in front, but slightly to port and about the
same height, a long cylindrical object, silver gold in colour, very sharply
defined, hanging in the sky at an angle of approximately 45 degrees. There
were, evenly spaced along the length of the object, a number of portholes.’
" First to observe the object was the captain, Flight Sergeant Ray Smith
(Royal Canadian Air Force), who alerted Cockcroft, as well as the bomb-
aimer, flight engineer, mid-upper gunner and wireless operator. The navigator
and rear gunner, preoccupied with ensuring that the Halifax stayed on
course and didn’t get shot down, did not witness the incident. ‘I think the
first reaction of most of us was amazement,” said Cockcroft, ‘because the
object just had no right to be there.’

The speed it attained seemed to us completely incredible. It was
certainly in the thousands of mph! As it accelerated, the outline
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became blurred and the shape foreshortened. The size is more difficult
to judge but it was very large, certainly very much bigger than our
own aircraft, appearing at least as long as a king-sized cigarette or
small cigar at arm’s length. We then completed our bomb run and
returned to base. The intelligence officer debriefing us was given a
description of this object, but we were unable to judge what import-
ance was attached to it by the authorities . . .6

Multiple unknown flying objects were often encountered by aircrews.
On 14 May 1943, during a raid on Germany, USAAF 348th Group bombers
reported ‘a cluster of disks in the path of the formation near Schweinfurt’
at a time when no enemy aircraft were above. The air intelligence report
continues:

Discs were described as silver coloured — one inch thick and three
inches in diameter. They were gliding slowly down in very uniform
cluster. A/C [aircraft] 026 was unable to avoid them and his right wing
went directly through a cluster with absolutely no effect on engines or
plane surface. One of the discs was heard striking tail assembly but no
explosion was observed ... Also observed 2 other A/C flying through
silver discs with no apparent damage. Observed discs and debris 2
other times but could not determine where it came from.’

America’s Office of Strategic Services (OSS) — the forerunner of the
CIA - headed by Major General William (‘Wild Bill’) Donovan, took an
interest in reports such as these. At first convinced that they were German
pilotless probes, investigation by OSS agents in Europe proved otherwise,
and Donovan and his staff decided that the foo-fighters were unusual but
harmless phenomena.®

According to information disclosed to the respected investigator Jacques
Vallée by a former engineer with US intelligence in Germany, the Ameri-
cans were already aware by 1943 that unknown flying objects — specifically
the ‘foo-fighters’ — could interfere at a distance with internal-combustion
engines. Investigators at the time suspected that electrostatic effects were the
cause. A secret investigation into the phenomenon was conducted in 1943
by the then National Bureau of Standards, directed by Professor Hugh L.
Dryden, a distinguished aerodynamicist.® In 1944, American planes return-
ing to England from bombing missions over the Continent were plagued
repeatedly by engine cut-outs. ‘The engines would suddenly become very
rough, cutting in and out,’ author Ralph Blum learned from a source
attached at the time to the Technical Intelligence Division of the US Strategic
Air Force.'®
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OTHER AERIAL PHENOMENA

While sightings of foo-fighters continued, other types of unusual, larger
craft or phenomena also continued to be encountered during the war.
Gordon W. Cammell, a New Zealander who flew for more than twenty
years as a pilot with the Royal New Zealand Air Force and the RAF,

describes an encounter in May 1943:

I was the captain of a Lancaster bomber aircraft, and as we crossed the
English Channel upon returning from a bombing raid over Germany,
I and all of my crew saw what appeared to be a huge orange ball on
or near the sea, seven or eight thousand feet below us. It appeared to
be stationary as we observed it for about 10 minutes, and its light
intensity was bright and constant. We decided that it was not an
aircraft or ship on fire, since we could not see flames or changing
reflections on the water. After landing back at our base at RAF East
Wretham, Suffolk, we reported our sighting to the debriefing officer,
who also had no idea of what we had seen.!!

According to a semi-humorous item in an RAF news sheet, classified
secret, an unknown aircraft was observed during a USAAF daylight bomb-
ing raid on Emden on 11 December 1943. Visibility was good and the
weather was clear. The report is cited by the editor:

An unidentified object was seen in the target area. It was about the
size of a Thunderbolt and passed 50/75 yards beneath the formation.
It flew STRAIGHT AND LEVEL (No chaps it was not a [Lancaster]
gone mad) at a terrific speed, leaving a streak like a vapour trail which
was all white and which remained visible for a long time. The object
passed so quickly that the observer could not determine it more
accurately.'?

The only conventional aircraft at the time that might fit the description
was the Messerschmitt Me 163B Komet, a tail-less, rocket-powered inter-
ceptor fighter with a maximum speed of 596 mph, trailing a white exhaust.
However, although the Komet first flew in 1941, it did not enter service
until June 1944 and first intercepted B-17 Flying Fortress daylight bombers
on 16 August that year!'* — well after the incident described. Nonetheless, it
is possible that the American bomber crews saw one of these extraordinary
aircraft.

During a mission to Romania in 1944 (date unspecified) to bomb oil
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refineries used by the Germans, a Soviet Air Force bomber experienced a
shocking encounter with a highly unusual craft. Boris Surikov and his
commander, Major Bajenov, were flying at an altitude of 5 kilometres over
south-west Ukraine when a large, elliptical-shaped object flew towards

them. ‘We’d read in the newspapers about new German weapons, but we’d
seen nothing like this,” said Surikov.

What happened was that our heavy plane [probably a Tupolev Tu-2],
of 14.5 tonnes, started shaking, the oil pressure rose, and when I
leaned .towards the window I felt a strong electrostatic charge. I was
worried that the plane would burst into flames. It passed us and
disappeared, but our plane was still affected: I looked at the wings,
and they were covered in electrical discharges. The whole plane was
fluorescent and the wings were glowing like a rainbow.

Believing the aircraft to be in real danger of catching fire, Major
Bajenov gave orders to jettison the 2-tonne bomb load in south-west
Ukraine instead of in Romania. The pilots mentioned nothing about the
incident during their debriefing, merely ‘confirming’ that they had success-
fully bombed the refineries.

Surikov described the unknown craft as similar in some respects to the
space shuttles. ‘It lit up the air around it. It looked like a localized sunset,
but in the centre was a strange-looking flying object ... It was larger and
longer than our Buran space shuttle — I think about twice as long.’

Surikov, who years later became the Soviet chief military authority on
weapons of mass destruction, asked scientists for their opinion on the
phenomenon. ‘I was told that one could not rule out the possibility that
the electrification of the plane was due to the close proximity of a UFO with
a new type of propulsion system which ionized the atmosphere,” he related.!*

Ronald R. Claridge, a holder of the Distinguished Flying Cross, served
as a wireless operator on Lancaster bombers with No. 7 Squadron, RAF, in
the Second World War. On 11 August 1944, his aircraft, as master bomber,
had led a raid on the oil refineries at La Pallice, France. “‘We were returning
to our base at Oakington [Cambridgeshire] and still flying over France,
which was a hotbed for German fighters, so we were very alert,” wrote
Claridge.

I was the radio and radar operator and as such was concentrating on
my ‘Fishpond’ screen looking for the blips of German fighters. The
first I knew that anything untoward was happening, my screen went
blank — I thought it was an electrical failure. I was reporting this to
the skipper when he shouted over the intercom, ‘What the hell is that?’
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I moved into the astrodome, which gave 360-degree vision. I stood
looking into the night. On our starboard side was a sight I have never
forgotten. By this time our Lancaster was flying straight and level.
There was a string of lights which stretched ahead and behind us for
what seemed miles. The lights along our side were the largest and
brightest, fading into the vast distance. We could only hear our own
engine noises and there was no turbulence — only the lights.

As my night vision improved I saw a grey saucer-like object
emerge as part of the lights. It is still difficult to describe its size ... I
am an artist and I painted what I saw. Our Lancaster was a large
aeroplane but the only comparison I can make is that we were but a
dot on a sheet of foolscap paper. We all watched this object for about
three minutes. We watched it shoot away — it was just a flash of light
and the vast size was gone in less than a second, without any noise or
turbulence.

There was a silence among the crew, and I can only give my own
reactions. I seemed to know whatever it was had been watching us. I
was left with a feeling of complete calm and the feeling that I was
finished with war — which I must say never left me. I was a Warrant
Officer: we finished our tour after four more Operations and as far as
I was concerned I finished my active service then. It was some time
before I thought we had met the ultimate weapon — no one left willing
to fight in future wars!

I often wonder if this encounter had any effect on our lives.
Personally I believe it did. I remember that during those few minutes
I felt no fear whatsoever. And why did our gunners not open fire?

When the crew returned to Oakington, it seemed that more intelligence
officers than usual were present at the debriefing. “They just took notes of
our experience and did not seem at all surprised at what we reported, and
we were not even debriefed about the raid,” Claridge explained. ‘One thing
I remember is that we were told not to discuss what we had seen, even
among ourselves, and I think we respected this.’'

FIGHTER PLANE ATTACKS ‘BALLOON’

In November 1944 the Japanese began launching ‘Fugo’ balloon bombs
against western North America. Of the 15,000 built, 9,300 were deployed,
carried across the Pacific by high-altitude winds.'¢ Relatively few actually
reached the US, however, and those that did caused little damage - the
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most potentially serious event occurring in March 1945 when a Fugo
crashed into some high-tension power lines in Washington State, causing
power failure over a wide area, including the plutonium-production factory
at Hanford, where work had to be suspended for three days.'” The only
casualties were six people, who were killed in June 1945 when they
tampered with a bomb near Lakeview, Oregon.

When numerous circular flying objects were seen in the summer of
1945 by citizens and military personnel in the vicinity of the USAAF base
at Selfridge Field, Mount Clemens, near Detroit, Michigan, it was naturally
assumed that the Japanese were responsible, though it later transpired
that the last Fugos landed in June, and very few made it as far east as
Michigan. Many American as well as Royal Canadian Air Force and Navy
pilots had been involved in attacking the 33-foot-diameter balloons, with
their suspended payload of five bombs, four incendiaries and a 33-pound
anti-personnel bomb. Comparatively few had actually been shot down,
however. So, when three or four balloon-like objects appeared directly over
the airfield in July, the base commander asked for a volunteer to attack
them. Jean Kisling, serving with a Free French Air Force detachment as an
instructor on P-47D and P-47N Thunderbolt fighters, valiantly accepted
the challenge.

‘I was the only one to say yes!” Kisling told me. ‘So I took off and I
climbed. It was impossible to judge the distance of these things — they were
very high. I climbed to well beyond the service ceiling of the P-47D — and
eventually got one of them in my gunsight.” Opening fire with the P-47’s
wing-mounted eight .50-calibre machine guns, he was astonished at what
happened next. ‘The moment I fired, it suddenly shot off sideways — on
edge — having at first appeared as a sphere. And it left a contrail. This was
no balloon!

On landing, Kisling was féted like a hero. He also recalls the pain in his
arms ‘from decompression — having flown so high’.

A Frenchman thus became the first pilot in America, as far as I know,
to attempt to shoot down an unidentified flying object. Kisling was lucky
to survive. Some days later, a fighter plane — he thinks it might have been
a jet — sent to intercept a similar object, exploded and crashed near Denver,
Colorado, killing the pilot.'®
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‘PREPARE FOR A DITCHY

On 28 August 1945, USAAF intelligence officer Leonard Stringfield was one
of twelve Fifth Air Force specialists on board a transport aircraft flying
from Ie-shima to Tokyo via Iwo Jima, assigned to occupy Atsugi airdrome,
near Tokyo. As the aircraft, a Curtiss C-46 Commando, approached Iwo
Jima at around 10,000 feet in a sunlit sky, Stringfield was startled to see
three teardrop-shaped objects from his starboard-side window:

They were brilliantly white, like burning magnesium, and closing in
on a parallel course to our C-46. Suddenly our left engine feathered,
and I was later to learn that the magnetic navigation-instrument
needles went wild. As the C-46 lost altitude, with oil spurting from the
troubled engine, the pilot sounded an alert; crew and passengers were
told to prepare for a ditch!

I do not recall my thoughts or actions during the next, horrifying
moments, but my last glimpse of the three bogies placed them about
20 degrees above the level of our transport. Flying in the same, tight
formation, they faded into a cloud bank. Instantly our aircraft’s engine
revved up, and we picked up altitude and flew a steady course to land
safely on Iwo Jima.'”

The incident led to Stringfield’s life-long interest in the UFO subject. I
knew Len as an honest and diligent investigator, which for me lends added
credibility to the case. Furthermore, many similar incidents, cited through-
out this book, involve serious — and sometimes disastrous — effects on
aircraft.

CRASH-LANDINGS

Periodically, the myth is revived that Nazi Germany was responsible for the
unidentified phenomena or craft reported in the Second World War. As
any aviation historian will confirm, it is a fact that the Germans were
working on all manner of unusual aircraft — including circular-planform
designs — during the last few years of the war. However, there is no reliable
evidence whatsoever that they produced craft with such extraordinary
performance characteristics, reported all over the world, and in such large
numbers, since 1942 and earlier. Had this been the case, Germany would
have won the war. Another point is that several exotic craft are said to have
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crash-landed during the war. A summary of those, and two supplementary
new cases, follow.

The earliest reported event, as far as I am aware, is said to have taken
place in the spring of 1941. According to Charlotte Mann, her grandfather
Reverend William Huffman was called out one night to an aircraft crash
site about 15 miles from Cape Girardeau, Missouri. On returning, he told
the family that it was not any kind of aircraft he had ever seen; it lay
broken and scattered all around, though one large piece was still intact and
appeared to have a rounded shape with no edges or seams and a very shiny
metallic finish. Charlotte gave Leonard Stringfield more details:

There were some police officers, plain-clothes and military men. There
were three bodies, not human, that had been taken from the wreckage
and lain on the ground. Grandfather said prayers over them ... they
didn’t appear to have any injuries [and] they were covered from head
to foot in what looked like wrinkled aluminium foil . . .

There were several people with cameras taking pictures of every-
thing. Two of the plain-clothes men picked up one of the little men,
and held it under its arms. A picture was taken. That was the picture I
later saw ... one of the military officers talked to granddad and told
him he was not to talk about or repeat anything that had taken place,
for security reasons, and so as not to alarm the people. [But] granddad
returned home and told his family . . . he never did talk about it after
that.

Huffman later acquired a copy of the photo of the alien being, which
Charlotte saw. It showed a being about 4 feet tall with a large head and
long arms. ‘He was thin and no bone structure was apparent; kind of soft-
looking. He had no hair on his head or body, with large, oval, slightly
slanted eyes, but not like an oriental from left to right, more up and down.
He had no ears at all and no nose like ours. There appeared to be only a
couple of small holes ... His mouth was as if you had just cut a small
straight line where it should have been. ..’

If this event occurred, one is left wondering why no more witnesses
have come forward. Were they all intimidated?

According to Dr James Harder, a former professor of civil engineering,
an unusual craft may have been recovered from the Sonoran Desert in
Mexico late in 1941. The recovery was effected by a team from the US
Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI). One member of the team brought back
some photos showing the craft and small bodies. Dr Harder told me that
he had interviewed a relative of the witness who, though only ten years old
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or so at the time, managed to see the photos. The dead bodies looked
‘spindly’ she said, and were about 3.5 feet tall.

Another event is reported to have occurred at Exelgroud, near Gdynia,
north of Gdansk, on the Baltic coast of Poland, on 18 July 1943. Daniel
Léger, conscripted by the Germans for work at a labour camp in Exelgroud,
came across a highly unusual aircraft, partially embedded in sand dunes.
Shaped like a ‘colonial hat’, it was estimated to be about 6 metres in
diameter. Several square portholes with rounded edges were spaced on the
upper section. No insignia, seams, weldings or connections were apparent.
Beside it was a woman — presumably the pilot — trying to free the craft
from the sand. She seemed to sense Léger’s presence.

Dressed in a tight-fitting, one-piece dark brown suit, she appeared to
be about 1.75 metres tall, with long blonde hair, a slim waist and broad
hips. Léger assumed she was a German Air Force pilot, since a number of
Luftwaffe pilots were based in Exelgroud at that time. Her features were
regular, with white skin and slightly slanted, Asian-like eyes. She addressed
Léger in an odd language he could not understand.

Shortly afterwards, when the sand had been cleared, the aviatrix
boarded her craft. A slight rumbling sound could be heard and two rings
on the craft began to rotate, one clockwise and the other anti-clockwise. A
dark stripe separating the rings became luminous and began to vibrate, at
which point the craft rose from the ground slowly, then suddenly acceler-
ated at a speed far higher than any German aircraft with which Léger was
familiar. The witness is rated highly by Jean Sider, one of France’s leading
researchers.?°

In the spring of 1944, it is claimed that a UFO came down at Kaneohe
Naval Air Station on the island of Oahu, Hawaii. The claimant, a young
construction engineer with Headquarters Company 112, US Navy Sea Bees,
reported seeing a grounded, silver object with a smoothly ‘pock-marked’
surface, surmounted with ‘a transparent dome containing a gold-coloured
device which spun at various speeds’. The claimant was interrogated by
federal investigators who asked specific questions in a way that indicated
knowledge of a previous event.?!

In August 1945, nearly five weeks after the world’s first atom bomb was
detonated at the Trinity site in New Mexico’s Jornada del Muerto Desert
on 16 July 1945, two young boys, José Padilla and Reme Baca, were doing
various chores on the Padilla Ranch at San Antonito, near San Antonio,
New Mexico, when they saw a brilliant light, accompanied by a crunching
sound. Eventually, they came upon a long gouge in the earth, at the end of
which lay a dull grey avocado-shaped craft, with a protuberance towards
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one end, which could be seen through the smoke from its buring
wreckage. Scattered among the debris were pieces of shiny tin-foil-like
metal. A piece that had become lodged under a rock unfolded itself
instantly. It was kept at the ranch home for a number of years.

Through a gash in the side of the craft came signs of movement.
Strange humanoid creatures were moving around in quick, darting move-
ments, making squeaking sounds.

It was getting late, so the boys headed back on their horses to the ranch
home to tell Faustino Padilla what had happened. He reacted somewhat
casually, saying that he and others would check it out in a day or two — an
odd reaction to an air crash and injured occupants (wherever they came
from). Two days later Padilla Sr, accompanied by State Policeman Eddie
Apodaca, headed for the crash site in two vehicles, directed by the boys. As
the terrain became increasingly rough, the group hiked the rest of the way.
At first, nothing could be seen, as the craft had been covered with dirt and
debris. The creatures had gone, and the huge debris field had been largely
cleared and raked over, although the craft remained where it had come to
rest. Evidently the Army had learned of the incident.

A Sergeant Avila turned up at the ranch home later and explained that
an ‘experimental balloon’ had come down on the Padilla property and they
needed to bring in some equipment to remove it. A crane and low-boy
trailer were used in the recovery operation, which lasted several days.
Periodically the beys watched what was going on from a secluded position.
One night, when the craft was, surprisingly, unguarded, José Padilla
clambered on to the low-boy, went inside the craft and prised a ‘souvenir’
from what appeared to be a bulkhead.

In Seattle, I carefully examined and photographed the souvenir. It
appears decidedly terrestrial, a point conceded by the witnesses. Looking
like a bracket of some kind, it is 12 inches long, weighs 15 ounces and
contains a number of holes for fasteners of some kind. A section cut off for
analysis, as well as acid tests, reveal the metal to be 200-series aluminium,
or similar. A smaller, semi-circular piece, believed by the witnesses to have
come from the craft, was found years later at the ranch entrance. Tests
indicate 330/380-series aluminium (or similar).??

*

The proliferation of sightings in the Second World War was not coinciden-
tal. I have no doubts that the reason for this lay in the inauguration of the
nuclear age on Earth, necessitating increased surveillance and strategic
reconnaissance by advanced intelligences. In my opinion, it is probable that
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some of these intelligences reside on Earth or use it as a base, which would
explain their concern for the welfare of the planet, per se. I believe that
these intelligences have had space-travel capability for millennia — and I
have no doubt that species of quite different extraterrestrial origins are also
coming here.

In a report by the US Air Force’s second official UFO investiga-
tion, Project Grudge, in 1949, intelligence specialists speculated on the
correlation between the dawn of the nuclear age and the increase in
Visits:

‘Such a civilization might observe that on Earth we now have atomic
bombs and are fast developing rockets. In view of the past history of
mankind they should be alarmed. We should, therefore, expect at this time
above all to behold such visitations . . .’?*
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MOORANDOM YOR THS PRESIDINT: . Ak

The following 18 the i.n.tbrnuon we have froa GHQ
~ at this mosent regarding the air alarm over Lo» Angsles of

" SFroa details availabls at this bours

®). Unidentified airplanes, other than Amsrican
Jrmy or Navy planes, were probably over Los Angslss, and
were fired oo by elements of the 37th CA Brigade (AA)
Detmeen 3312 and 4315 AM. Thess units expanded 1430
. rounds of samunition. :

*2, As many as fifteesn sirplanes may bhave
bosn involved, flying at various speeds frou what 1s
officially. reported as being ‘wery slow' to as muoch
as 200 4PH and at elevatiocos from 9000 to 18000 feet.

.

OCS 21347-86

3. Do bombs wers dropped.
"I.. ¥o casualties ancug our trooju.
*5. Jo planes were ahot domn.

*6, No Assrican Army or Navy planes wars in
astion.

*Investigation continuing., It sesams reascoable to cor-
clude that if unidentified airplanes were involved. they may
bave been fiom commercial sources, operzted by ensmy agents -
for purposes of sprssding alarm, disclosing locatiocn of
antisircreft positions, end slowing producticn through
tlackout. Such cooclusion is supported by varying speed
of operstion snd the fact that no bombs were dropped.”

PSSR (523) 0, C. MARSHAL
LO. D []
MSL See 3T ord 1T o (D Chief, of Staff.

Y 2 r/3 g{?
: 2/ 7/t

A previously secret memorandum from General George C. Marshall to President
Roosevelt, giving details of the Los Angeles air alarm in February 1942.
(The National Archives, Washington)
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Prem: R.A.F. Station, SYBRSTON. - SBCR B T
lo: Headquarters, No. 5 Growp. : ?6
(Attention Major Kullock, X.C., P.L.0.)

Date: 2nd December, 1942. : /

Ref:  Syn/L14/MInt.

Report by the Crew of 61 Sqdn. a/o 'J', Captain W/O Lever,
of object seen during reid on TURIN, night of .
November 28/29th, 1942, =~

The objeot referred to above was seen by the entire crew
of the above aircraft. They believe it to bhave been 200-300 feet
in length and its width is estimated at 1/5th or 1/6th of its
length., The speed was estimated at 500 m.p.h., and it had four
pairs of red lights spaced at equal distances along its body.
These lights did not appear in any way liks exhaust flames; no
trace was seen, The object kept a level ocurse.

The orew sav ths object twice during the raid, and brief

details are given below:-

(1) After bambing, time 2240 hours, a/c height 11,000
feet. The aircraft at this time was same 10/15 miles
Soutn-¥West of Turin travelling in a north-westerly
direction. The ob /ect was travelling South-Rast at
the aame height or slightly below the aircraft.

(11)  After bambing, time 2245 hours, a/o height 14,000
feet. The aircraft was aporoaching the Alps when
the object was seen again travelling West-South-West
up a valley in the Alps below the level of the peaks.
The lights apveared to go out and the objest
disappeared from view,

The Captain of the aircraft also reports that he has seen a
similar objeot about three months ago North of Avsterdam, In this
instance it appeared to be on the ground and later travelling at
high spped at a lower level than the heighta given above along
the cocast for about two seconds; the lights then went ocut for the
same period of time and came on again, and the obJeot waa still

seen to be travelling in the same direction. q
J > F/L'

R A r suuan)

— — ——

— -

A previously secret report on a sighting by the crew of a Royal Air Force Lancaster
bomber during a raid on Turin in November 1942, and an earlier sighting by the
Captain. (The National Archives, London)
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Foo-Fighters

Lt. Dounald Meiers of Chicago was fly-
ing a Beaufighter on an intruder mission
over Cermany. He was bruced to meet
Nazi planes or anti-aircralt. Suddenly an
eerie light split the darkness around his
plane. Looking up from his instrument
panel, the horrified lieutenant saw two
red balls of fire cruising alongside his
wingtips. Thinking he had run into &
secret anti-uircraft weapon, Meiers tensed
and waited for a Cerman on the ground to

ush a button and blow him up. But the
alls merely kept pace with him for a
while and then disappeared.

That was more thun & month ago, one
of the first times Allied fighters encoun-
tered what they now call “foo-fighters.”*
In addition to the wingtip balls, pilots
have reported two other types. One is a

roup of three similur balls which fly in
?mnt of their planes, the other a group of
about fifteen which appear some distance
away and flicker vn and off. Apparently
controlled by radio, the foo-fighters keep

*The name comes fion the “"Smokey Stover” comic
sirip.

lontnation with the planes, even when
they dive, climb, or tuke violent evasive
action. "But they don’t explode or at-
tack us,” Meiers said lust week. “They
just seem to follow us like will-o"-the-
wisps.”
- Probably related to the silvery balls
seen by daylight pilots (Newsweek, Dec.
25, 1944), the foo-fighters so fur appar-
ently batfie intelligence officers. Possibly

they are the results of a new anti-radar.

dévice which the Cermans have devel-
oped. On the other hand, they may be
the exhaust trails of a smaller model of
the radio-controlled Messerschmitt-163,
a rocket-propelled flying wing.

Foo-Fighter

If it was not a hoax or an optical illu-
sion, it. was certainly the most puzzling
secret weapon that Allied fighters have yet
encountered. Last week U.S. night fightet
pilots based in France told a strange story
of ‘balls of fire which for more than a
month have been following their planes at
night over Germany.®* No one seemed to
know what, if anything, the fireballs were
supposed to accomplish. Pilots. guessing
that it was a new psychological weapon,
named it the “foo-fighter.”

Their descriptions” of the apparition
varicd, but they agreed that the myster-
jous flares stuck close to their plancs and
appeared to follow them at high speed for
miles. One pilot said that a f{oo-fighter,
appearing as red balls off his wing tips,
siuck with him until he dove at 360 miles
an hour; then the balls zoomed up into the
sky.

Skeptical scientists, bafiled by the whole
afiair, were inclined to dismiss the fireballs
as an illusion, perhaps an afterimage of
tight which remained in the pilots’ eyes
after they had been dazzled by flak bursts,
But front-line corrcspondents and arm-
chair experts had a Buck Rogers ficld day.
They solemnly guessed: 1) that the balls
of firc were radio-controlled (an obvious
absurdity, since thcy could not be syn-
chronized with a planc's movements by re-
niote control); 2) that they were created
by “elecirical induction of some sort”;
3& that they were atiracted to a plane by
magnetism.

The correspondents  further guessed
that foo-fighters were intended: 1) to
dazzle pilots; 2) to serve as aiming points
for antiaircraft” gunners; 3) to interfere
*ith a plant’s radar; 4) to cut a plane’s
8nition, thus stop its engine in midair.
.Some scicntists sugmested another pos-
sibility: that the fircballs were nothing
more than St. Elmo's Fire. a reddish.
brush.like discharge of atmospheric elec-
tnicity: which has often becn seen near the
ps of church steeples, ships' masts and
dardarms. It often appears at 2 plane's
wing tips.

® Last monib pilois reporied 1hal they bad seen
Mysicrious floaling silvery Lalls, apparenily an-
Other “sacret weapon.” in daylight Nights over
Cermany.
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On the left is part of an article in Newsweek, 15 January 1945, and, right, an article
from Time of the same date, relating to the mysterious ‘foo-fighters’ encountered
by Allied and Axis aircrews in Europe and other theatres of operation around the

world during the Second World War.






3. GHOST ROCKETS

In the summer of 1946 an extraordinary wave of sightings of what became
known as ‘ghost rockets’ proliferated in Denmark, Finland, Norway and
Sweden, followed by reports from Portugal, Morocco, Italy, Greece and India.!
There were also sporadic reports from other countries, including the United
States.

So called because they often appeared like rocket-shaped craft with
fiery trails, the ghost rockets (or ‘spook bombs’) sometimes performed
fantastic manoeuvres, crossing the sky at tremendous velocity, diving and
climbing, though at other times proceeding in a leisurely manner. An early
1947 US War Department intelligence review, classified Secret at the time,
summarizes the observations:

The two most common descriptions of the missiles were ‘a ball of fire
with a tail’ and ‘a shiny cigar-shaped object’. The reported direction of
flight covered all points of the compass, with a northerly direction
being slightly predominant. Variations in altitude ranged from treetop
height to 160,000 feet, the higher altitudes almost exclusively being
reported from Finland. Speeds reported were from 65 mph to ‘light-
ning fast’, with the majority described as having great or very great
speed. The missiles generally have been described in horizontal flight;
a few have been reported as diving into the ground or into lakes, or
exploding in the air. In no case have fragments been found other than
bits of material described as ‘non-metallic slag’ . . . .-

_‘ In September and October, flying objects were reported over
widely separate points in Europe and Africa, including Belgium,
Greece, Italy, Morocco, and Austria. In the main, these reports have
not been confirmed . . .2

According to a memorandum for Commanding General Carl (‘Tooey’)
Spaatz, US Army Air Forces, dated 19 July 1946, classified secret, the first
sighting was reported to have occurred over Finland on 13 May. A ‘rocket’
was observed travelling at supersonic speed in a south-westerly direction
over Helsinki at an altitude of 1,000 feet, emitting a magnesium-like light
and a trail of smoke.

35
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An overwhelming majority of reports came from Sweden. The memo-
randum, written by Major General George C. McDonald, Assistant Chief,
US Air Staff, for Intelligence, lists numerous reports of what are sometimes
referred to as ‘V-bombs’. The prevailing explanation was that the objects
were rockets based on captured German V-weapons (the V-1 pulse-jet
flying bomb and the V-2 (actually called the A-4) rocket).

Approximately ten apparently patternless V-bomb sightings have been
reported between 23 May and 8 June, the missiles travelling from
northeast to southwest over southern Sweden. These missiles were
reported as being cigar-shaped, about the size of a small airplane. They
were flying at an altitude of 100 to 1,000 meters and were accompanied
by a continuous ball of fire with intermittent flashes of fire about every
ten seconds. Swedish astronomers dismiss the meteor theory but the
Swedish Army is at a loss to account for them. ..

The memorandum cites a State Department cable of 12 July 1946:

On Tuesday afternoon, 9 July, a member of the Legation saw a rocket-
like missile. It seemed to be falling rapidly toward the Earth and no
sound of explosion was heard. On the same afternoon another landed
on the beach near Stockholm. No damage was caused ... military
authorities are now studying fragments. According to a local scientist,
the first inspection indicated that the fragments contained an organic
substance which looked like carbide. . .

If the missiles are of Russian origin, as believed generally . . . their
purpose might be of a political nature to intimidate the Swedes in
connection with Russian pressure on Sweden for current loan nego-
tiations or possibly to offset the supposed increase in US military
prestige in Sweden ... Due to the lack of conclusive evidence and the
variety of reports, it is difficult at this time to reach any definite
conclusion as to the origin of these reported missiles.>

General McDonald speculated that the Russians may have been launch-
ing rockets from sites in Estonia or Latvia, and that it was conceivable they
intended to establish an area similar to Peenemiinde, the German missile
complex on the Baltic Sea where the V-weapons were tested — and later
used against Britain in the Second World War — some of which had come
down in Sweden.

Although the Americans were well ahead in the race to acquire German
V-weapon technology, as a result of the defection of Wernher von Braun
and most of his top associates to the US-held western zone of Germany in
June 1945, the Russians eventually succeeded in recruiting a number of

=
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German scientists and technicians, and set up a rocket research institute in
Bleichenrode, not far from the original A-4 rocket underground production
centre in Mittelwerke. Helmut Gréttrup, a top physicist and a leading
expert on the V-2’s flight-control system, headed a team of hundreds,
whose main job was to produce a full set of drawings for the V-2 and
restart production.

‘As flightworthy V-2 missiles started rolling off the restored production
line in 1946,” reports aerospace journalist Anatoly Zak, ‘the Soviet govern-
ment made a secret decision, signed by Josef Stalin on May 13, to transfer
all ballistic missile work, along with the German rocket experts, to Russia
by year’s end.” The production team was transferred in October 1946, and
the launch site was established at Kapustin Yar, near the border with
Kazakhstan, in August 1947.* Further evidence will be adduced later to
prove that Russia could not have been responsible for the ghost rockets of
1946.

On 18 July 1946, two British intelligence officers were sent to Stock-
holm to liaise with their counterparts in the Swedish Government. One was
from the Air Ministry (Squadron Leader Heath) and the other (Major
Malone) from MI10(a), a branch of the Directorate of Military Intelligence
which, in part, specialized in ordnance and rocketry. The Swedes stressed
the need for maximum secrecy over the meetings.’ They seemed particularly
anxious to prevent the Americans knowing of their liaison with the British.
‘I have been asked by the Swedish Air Staff to take all possible measures to
prevent the Americans finding out about Swedish full co-operation with us
in investigating mysterious missiles,” a telegram from the British air attaché
in Stockholm reveals.

The V-weapons hypothesis continued to hold sway in the intelligence
community. A top-secret memorandum to President Truman, dated 1
August 1946 and sent on behalf of General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, USAAF,
Director of Central Intelligence, mentions that the Swedish and Norwegian
Governments had imposed a news blackout with respect to the subject, and
adds that from the information then available, the ‘missiles’ were an
advanced type of V-1 flying bomb, deliberately launched by the Soviets to
intimidate Sweden, Norway, Britain and the United States with a display of
superior weaponry.’

In the United States, a ghost rocket was seen on 1 August by Captain
Jack Puckett, a flying safety officer based at the headquarters of Tactical Air
Command, 300th Base Unit, Langley Field, Virginia. Puckett was making a
scheduled flight from Langley Field to MacDill Field, Tampa, Florida, when
the incident occurred:
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At approximately 6 p.m., while flying a C-47 at 4000 feet northeast of
Tampa, I observed what I thought to be a shooting star to the southeast
over the Atlantic Ocean. My co-pilot, Lt. Henry F. Glass and my
engineer both observed this object at the same time.

This object continued toward us on a collision course at our exact
altitude. At about 1000 yards it veered to cross our path. We observed
it to be a long, cylindrical shape approximately twice the size of a B-
29, with luminous portholes.

Puckett stated that the object seemed to be rocket propelled, trailing a
stream of ‘fire’ about one-half its own length. The sighting lasted between
two-and-a-half and three minutes.®

On 11 August, three of the missiles were said to have exploded in
central Sweden. Another passed directly over Stockholm and crashed north
of the city. First reports from army investigators indicated that they had
found nothing. A Swedish Air Force lieutenant estimated the missile’s body
length at about 20 metres (65 feet), ‘shaped like a cigar, with a green
foremost projecting part and white sides. He said it moved at exceptionally
low altitude with terrific speed.”

On an undisclosed date during this period, a Swedish astronomer
studying some clouds through binoculars suddenly caught sight of a
luminous, fast-moving ‘projectile’.

I first believed it to be an airplane, but soon I noticed it was travelling
much too fast for that, and within ten seconds I got a full view of the
projectile. I managed to get a clear view of the bomb’s body and
estimate that it was at least 90 feet long. The body was torpedo-shaped
and shining like metal. No sound could be heard, although the bomb
was only two kilometres away. At the explosion, a terrific light flashed
up that for a moment completely blinded me. No fire, smoke or sparks
were discernible.!°

This report, sent to the Swedish General Staff, leaves no doubt that
many of these objects were ‘projectiles’ of some sort, but whose? And why?
Indeed, a three-page Top Secret report from the US Naval Attaché in Paris,
dated 13 August, is confidently headed: ‘Report on Guided Missiles sent
from Soviet Controlled Territories over Scandinavian Territories’. The
evaluation is quite specific:

A good number of these projectiles are of the V-1 type in the form of
a torpedo with two small wings (of a spread of from 2.50 to three
meters) and a system of jet propulsion (which allows the escape every
two seconds of a jet of flame of about thirty meters often stated to be




Need To Know 39

of a blue-green color. One witness states that the anterior portion
shines like fire which is undoubtedly the opening of the pulse-reactor
shutters) ... there exists undoubtedly one or more other types of
machines characterized by:

A supersonic speed (a non-official evaluation of the headquarters
of the Finnish Air Force places this at 2800 kilometers per hour) ...
Although certain descriptions bring to mind the V-2 (trailings, whist-
lings, meteor appearance), one report mentions ‘an engine resembling
a huge cigar’. There is no reason to believe a complete identification
(assimilation complete) with the classic German V-2. ..

In conclusion it would now seem possible to state that Sweden
and Finland have been flown over by jet-propelled projectiles whose
general itineraries are fairly well known and whose range must clearly
surpass those of the classic V-1 or V-2...1

COLLISION COURSE

On 13 August 1946, newspapers in Stockholm reported an aerial collision
with one of the missiles. The following is extracted from the Washington
Post:

Three fliers were killed when a Swedish military reconnaissance plane
collided head-on with a rocket bomb yesterday [12 August]. The
newspaper Aftonbladet said the reconnaissance plane crashed near
Vaggeryd in southern Sweden. Shortly after the plane’s pilot spotted
the bomb, it said, radio contact was broken and the listening post
‘heard a crash’, the newspaper, quoting investigators, reported. The
report, published by other afternoon papers, was not confirmed.'?

There were conflicting accounts of what happened. According to one
newspaper, the aircraft — a twin-engined Saab B18 bomber on a navigation
exercise flight — was seen circling by several witnesses over Valdshult at
1,000 metres for 15 minutes (later refuted — it was another plane), before
crashing almost vertically to the ground. No radio transmissions were
received from the plane, apparently.’* A commission to investigate the
accident arrived the next day.

The Valdshult accident remains listed in the Royal Swedish Air Force
statistics as unexplained. Sweden’s leading UFO research group, AFU, have
studied the official files. Major C.F. Westrell, an explosives expert, was
emphatic that no explosion took place in the air. Another member of the
commission stated that the pilot, Sergeant Segerhorn, had no previous
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experience in this particular aircraft type in ‘blind instrument flying’ (which
the pilot had apparently been engaged in at the time).!

The Saab company built 243 B18s, of which ten were involved in
fatal accidents in 1946 alone: up to and including the crash on 12 August,
thirty-four crew members had been killed. Although the Swedish Air
Force attributed the main cause of these accidents to ‘new aircraft types
and insufficient training’,' I am mindful of the fact that many such
accidents have been reported during waves of UFO sightings — as we shall
learn.

Government authorities prepared a nationwide ‘rocket-hunting’ pro-
gramme and alerted all military units, air bases and radar stations to be on
the lookout for the cigar-shaped ‘ghost bombs’.

On the same day as the B18 crash, a couple boating on a lake in central
Sweden were nearly hit by a ‘diving bomb’ which burst into many parts
and disappeared beneath the water. And near Goteborg, a group of boy
scouts saw a ‘flying missile turn 35 degrees and then return to its original
course’.!”

Two days later, on 14 August, the two-man crew of a B18 reported a
close encounter with one of the missiles. The following is translated from
the first part of an official report to the Air Defence Department, Stock-
holm, by Lieutenant T":

I was the pilot, on a navigational training flight with a B18A, at an
altitude of 100 m, on the route F1 [Swedish Air Force base at Visteras]
— Malingsbo (18 km NW of Skinnskatteberg) — Krylbo — F1. Sergeant
M. was the [back-seat] signaller/observer [and wireless operator].

On the route Malingsbo—Krylbo we noticed, after about 2 minutes,
an aircraft-shaped object, on the left front, about 60 degrees, on a south-
easterly course, slightly above the horizon. I estimated the altitude over
terrain of the object to be about 250 m. My own altitude was about
200 m above the ground. The distance to the object was about 2000 m.
Weather conditions were as follows: cloud altitude, about 800 m;
amount of clouds, 6—8/10; horizontal visibility, 30—-40 km.

With the latest newspaper reports, regarding overflights of Swedish
territory by the above-mentioned missiles, on my mind, I immediately
became suspicious. Furthermore I could not identify the object as any
Swedish aeroplane. Therefore, I decided to keep eye contact with the
object and attempt to overtake it at a suitable opportunity. After about
10 seconds (I had to look down at the instruments to switch over to
maximum cruising speed) the object was gone.

I suspected it had disappeared under the horizon, therefore I

i
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reduced our own cruising altitude. It appeared that both the object
and I had come over a relatively low countryside, and we had both
reduced the cruising altitude thus maintaining a constant altitude
above the ground.

After about 20 seconds my [back-seat] observer Sergeant M.
discovered the object again, 30 degrees to our right. We had, mean-
while, kept our own course all the time. Immediately, I made a [right]
turn ending up on a parallel course with the object, and switched to
maximum speed.

The shortest distance between us was about 1000 m. It immedi-
ately appeared that I would not be able to keep pace with the object,
whose speed I estimated to be at least 600—-700 km/h. After about 2
minutes the object had vanished in a south-easterly direction. A storm
with heavy rain and a cloud height of 100-300 m lay straight ahead of
the object’s course, and the object disappeared into it.

The object kept a constant cruising altitude of 250 m. Thus (on
the whole) it followed the topography of the ground. Speed was con-
siderably higher than the speed of a plane ... at least 600-700 km/h.
Our own speed [at the time] 380 km/h. Appearance of the object:
reminding me of the fuselage of a B18. No wings, (tail-fin] or protrud-
ing parts visible at observation distance. Colour, dark. The observation
was made at 10:02.. ..

No smoke or exhaust was observed. At the time of the sighting,
Lieutenant I. was the head of a B18 division at the F1 wing. He later
became head of the Air Force’s experimental station, working on flight tests
of new Swedish aircraft and missiles. In telephone interviews in 1986 with
leading researcher Clas Svahn, the pilot confirmed the accuracy of his
report and added that he had been summoned to Stockholm by the Air
Director to give an oral statement.

‘What I saw could have been a disc seen from the side, or a cigar,” the
pilot explained to Svahn. ‘It was close enough for me to be able to judge
whether it was a conventional aircraft or not. The object was torpedo-
shaped. It was pointed both at the front end and at the stern — like a big
and fat cigar [see plate section]. There were no contours or nuances of
colour. It was dark grayish.’'8

The following extracts from a lengthy top-secret intelligence report by
the US Naval Attaché in Stockholm on 16 August (p.50) reveal the
increasing frustration in military circles:

To date no U.S. military or naval personnel in Sweden have seen any
fragments, photographs, radar tracks, points of impact, or other
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evidence of any kind to prove that guided missiles have actually been
seen over Swedish territory . ..

Although sightings of brilliant light phenomena over Stockholm
on 11 August created a great furore in the Swedish press and consider-
able concern among the Swedish public, the Swedish Air Force has not
called back its officers from their summer leave, and the Swedish
aircraft warning net has not been mobilized to spot reported missiles.
Considering the fact that hundreds of reports from all over the country
have described cigar-shaped missiles with fiery tails at altitudes low
enough for interception by Swedish jet-propelled aircraft, this apparent
unconcern . . . is peculiar.'®

FURTHER CENSORSHIP

On the same date, a Top Secret US War Department message reveals that
the Americans were aware of the presence in Stockholm of the British
intelligence officers Heath and Malone, though they seem to have accepted
that the purpose of the visit was not specifically connected with the ghost
rockets. However, the officers ‘were told to investigate reports of missiles as
an additional duty. They were able to discover nothing except what had
already been published in the press.’?

By 22 August, another top-secret cable referred to Heath and Malone
as ‘guided missile experts sent to Sweden by Air Ministry . .. Intelligence
Section Air Ministry reports that a news leak has occurred regarding request
of Sweden for radar equipment and also the sending of guided missile
technicians to Sweden ... Further that although Swedes had requested
radar installation and technicians they have now withdrawn request and
Air Ministry will send no personnel to Sweden on subject . . .’!

In fact, both Britain and America sent experts. Lieutenant General
James H. Doolittle, a USAAF expert with specialized knowledge of long-
distance bombing techniques, arrived in Stockholm together with David
Sarnoff, an intelligence specialist in aerial warfare. The two men were
consulted by Colonel C.R. Kempf, Chief of the Swedish Defence Staff.
Sarnoff was later quoted as saying that the objects reported were neither
mythological nor meteorological but were ‘real missiles’.?2

By this time, further censorship had been imposed — in Norway. On 31
August 1946, the London Daily Telegraph reported that:

The discussion of the flight of rockets over Scandinavia has been
dropped in the Norwegian newspapers since Wednesday. On that day
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the Norwegian General Staff issued a memorandum to the press asking
it not to make any mention of the appearance of rockets over
Norwegian territory but to pass on all reports to the Intelligence
Department of the High Command.

Military security and political nervousness appear to be respon-
sible, in equal proportions, for this measure. In Sweden the ban is
limited to any mention of where the rockets have been seen to land or
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