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The AFL-CIO’s Nazi Friendly Union in
Ukraine

By Giorgio Manfredi  - March 10, 2022

T
A pro-Russian activist guards the Regional Administration building in Donetsk, Ukraine. The placard behind him says, “No
to Fascism.” [Source: npr.org]

he AFL-CIO recently hosted a fundraiser by the International Trade Union

Confederation (ITUC) which aimed to support labor organizations in Ukraine

assisting families suffering through the current crisis.

One of the labor organizations is the Confederation of Free Trade Unions of Ukraine
(KVPU) which is a partner of the AFL-CIO’s Solidarity Center. A repacked version of the

labor imperialist organization the American Institute for Free Labor Development

(AIFLD), the Solidarity Center is almost entirely funded by the CIA-front organization the

National Endowment for Democracy, along with the State Department and USAID. The

current chairman of KVPU is Mykhailo Volynets who is pictured on the left sitting next to

his deputy, Ihor Kniazhansky, of the neo-Nazi Azov Battalion.

https://covertactionmagazine.com/author/giorgiomanfredi/
https://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2014/05/03/309006428/russia-condemns-ukraine-with-comparisons-to-nazis
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Mykhailo Volynets with Azov’s Ihor Kniazhansky. [Photo courtesy of
the author]

Back in 2004, Volynets was awarded the AFL-CIO George Meany-Lane Kirkland Human

Rights Award in part for his work related to the U.S. government-backed “Orange

Revolution.”

The award is named after past AFL-CIO presidents Lane Kirkland and George Meany, who

were rabid anti-communist cold warriors.

Lane Kirkland, left, and George Meany, right. [Source: outlet.historicimages.com]

Meany once lied on camera about the AFL-CIO’s relationship with the CIA, while

Kirkland served on the President’s Commission on CIA Activities within the United States,

aka the Rockefeller Commission.

Kirkland’s right-hand man, Adrian Karatnycky, was heavily involved with the CIA-

sponsored Polish Solidarity Movement and other AFL-CIO operations overseas. He would
later go on to become the president of Freedom House, which was also involved in

supporting the Orange Revolution (the latter resulted in the overthrow of Ukraine’s pro-

Russian leader, Viktor Yanukovych).


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Mykhailo Volynets speaking at a rally with the flag of the fascist Svoboda party hanging to his right. [Photo courtesy of
the author]

Volynets is also the Chairman of the Independent Miners Union, a KVPU affiliate, and an

MP in the Batkivshchyna (All-Ukrainian Union “Fatherland”) Party. The Miners Union and

Azov Battalion teamed up during a protest in 2016 outside the Cabinet of Ministers.

During the protest the KVPU delegated two of its people to negotiate with the Energy
Minister, Volynets, and his self-appointed deputy, Ihor Kniazhansky, aka “Dushman” from

the Azov Battalion.

Azov Battalion fighter Ihor Kniazhansky aka “Dushman.”
[Photo Courtesy of the author]

Volynets chose Dushman, which allegedly means “suffocater” in Ukrainian, because his

“aggressive style helped the union gain concessions from the minister during the talks.”
Before joining Azov, Dushman fought in the Afghanistan war and is currently the head of

the Vinnytsia branch of the National Corps, a fascist political party.

During the Maidan coup American Federation of Teachers (AFT) President Randi

Weingarten, whose grandparents left Ukraine due to the Bolshevik Revolution, traveled

there to meet with Ukrainian trade unionists. Weingarten claimed that reports of fascists

in the protests were “Russian propaganda.”
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Randi Weingarten [Source: nbcnews.com]

At one meeting Weingarten attended in 2014, Volynets was present.

December 2013 KVPU protest with a
flag from the fascist Svoboda party.
From the Solidarity Center’s website.

Weingarten is on the board of the NED-funded National Democratic Institute (NDI) and is

a member of the Democratic National Committee (DNC). In 2009, Weingarten was a

speaker at an event titled Assisting Independent Trade Unions in Cuba. The event was

sponsored by several organizations, including the NED, Freedom House, and the Albert

Shanker Institute. A former AFT President, Shanker was one of the key union officials

involved in supporting Solidarity in Poland, along with fellow CIA asset Bayard Rustin.

In 2019 members of the U.S Congress considered declaring the Azov Battalion a terrorist

organization. In response Volynets and several other members of parliament signed a

letter defending and praising the Azov Battalion. The letter also stressed the idea that

Ukraine should join NATO in the future.


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“All of us are staunch supporters of deepening the relations between our nations even

further, to the point when we eventually become allies after Ukraine joins NATO.”
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Differing viewpoints: CAM publishes articles with differing viewpoints in an effort to

nurture vibrant debate and thoughtful critical analysis. Feel free to comment on the

articles in the comment section and/or send your letters to the Editors, which we will

publish in the Letters column.

Copyrighted Material: This web site may contain copyrighted material the use of which

has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. As a not-for-profit

charitable organization incorporated in the State of New York, we are making such

material available in an effort to advance the understanding of humanity’s problems and

hopefully to help find solutions for those problems. We believe this constitutes a ‘fair use’

of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law.

You can read more about ‘fair use’ and US Copyright Law at the Legal Information
Institute of Cornell Law School.

Republishing: CovertAction Magazine (CAM) grants permission to cross-post CAM

articles on not-for-profit community internet sites as long as the source is acknowledged

together with a hyperlink to the original CovertAction Magazine article. Also, kindly let us

know at info@CovertActionMagazine.com. For publication of CAM articles in print or other

forms including commercial internet sites, contact: info@CovertActionMagazine.com.

By using this site, you agree to these terms above.
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