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During World War II, Ukraine’s leading Nazi-collaborator, Stepan Bandera[1], was determined to carry out the 
ethnic cleansing of Polish people from western Ukraine (also known as Eastern Galicia[2]).  His political 
faction was called the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN-B)[3] and it had a military wing known as 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)[4].  

Between 1943-1945, the UPA massacred up to 100,000 Poles in Volhynia – a crime now known as the 
Volhynian Slaughter.[5]

Volhynian Poles Slaughtered by Bandera's Nationalist Forces

At the OUN-B’s Second Conference of February 1943, the faction codified the goal of purging non-Ukrainians 
from a future Ukrainian state.[6][7] Bandera and his ultranationalist Ukrainian followers believed that ethnic 
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cleansing was necessary to prevent a post-war Polish state from infringing on the sovereignty of the Ukrainian-
majority in the region.  

The ethnic cleansing campaign was carried out in what was then German-occupied Poland (present-day 
Western Ukraine).  Bandera’s forces slaughtered Poles regardless of their age or gender.  In fact, the majority 
of the victims were unarmed women and children.[8]  A majority of the victims were tortured before being 
killed.  Women were systematically raped; children were dismembered and many of the victims were burned 
alive.[9]

In 2016, the parliament of Poland official declared the massacres as acts of genocide.[10]  However, many 
scholars choose to classify the slaughter as ethnic cleansing, rather than genocide.[11]

It may seem unbelievable that such a large portion of the Ukrainian people could have not only tolerated, but 
participated in such mass brutality.  But that spirit of ethnic supremacy continues to thrive among a significant 
segment of Ukraine’s population today.

In 2014, US Senator John McCain and Vice President Joe Biden participated in US efforts to assist in the 
destabilization of the democratically-elected, though pro-Russian, government of Ukraine. Among the 
extremists they supported was Oleh Tyahnybok, the leader of the far right Svoboda militia and political party .
[12][13]  In March 2014, Tyahanybok advocated the mass arrest and murder of 5-6 million Russian-speaking 
Jews and “Ukrainophobes” within the country.[14]
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A few months later, on April 14, 2014, Ukraine’s Hromadske television station (financially supported by the US 
Embassy and a George Soros foundation) aired an interview with Ukrainian journalist Bogdan Boutkevitch in 
which Boutkevitch referred to ethnic-Russians in the Donbass as “absolutely useless people” and called for the 
murder of 1.5 million of them.[15][16]
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Bogdan Boutkevitch on Hromadske TV, April 14, 2014

While some will try to deflect attention away from the seriousness of these statements by suggesting that those 
advocating ethnic cleansing are a minority among the total population of Ukraine, it should be remembered 
that Stepan Bandera’s ultranationalists were a minority as well.[17]  If we are to learn any lesson from the rise 
of fascism in Germany prior to World War II, it should be that minority status means nothing when it comes to 
a virulent, passionate faction of people who have grand ambitions backed up by foreign financial support.[18]
[19][20][21]

The people of Ukraine would be wise to try to strangle this fascist movement in its crib.  And, the rest of the 
civilized world would be wise to stop making excuses in defense of such evil ideology and begin to pressure 
Ukraine with escalating consequences for its refusal to address this reemerging threat to international stability.
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Germany's minority Nazi movement rapidly surged into power
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