o_e_o_e.,:.c,ﬁ.L_x

source

=
-—-—ﬂﬁ—‘/z‘"m%aue

premiseg of

where he

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CEHTRAL IHTELLIGENCE ABERCY
SOURCESHETHODSEXEMPTIOK 3826
4AZIHAR£RIMESBISCLUSUREACT

had a

uho A< azione italig~

_ 7
AT »
ia
\ '_p & ?
w
K}
Source in company of hig friend , vigited the
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talk with %

he librarian

in Rome, 47 Piazza della iepubolloq

oy

oF ho locabcd Lhere 11b“ Ly

_of Sovied

publicationss HHaving found only o few Scviel Ukrainian boolks Jjournals,
— e
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2Eburce used that as topic to be discussed not only with the librarian hut the
LLJ \, LS - . ’ . el -
=5 Subject hir , as well. BSug esting that they should have a ssparate Jlirainian
= :
departnent in their library Scurce found quite a positive response the
part of Subject who promised to think the matter over and at least to order
more Soviet Ulrainian books. On tiis occasion he stressed that this will be

done not through Hezhdunarodnaye ¥niga but fron Kiev directly because-ag he put ité;
" we prefer to deal directly with individusl republics instead of gding through
the central red tave in libscou’,

. Jubject info:x Sourcs about Utwo Forthcoming 19-da sudided
tours to the Soviet Union ( on 1 July ond L August 19C4) and sug ested that
Source iiimself could ro on one of theme He mentioned also that some time this
yvear ‘lhey were emmecting sone Sovielt zcientists, cinematosranhers anc othef

cultural activists for vhon the Asabciazione will organize public lectures
‘ rbings. te quite wiliing contact
| Source ant agiied hin to come orain.
|
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Anong other things Source sug chod the
o ce  wnd accordi
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elanents ond fight for nablonal comiamist stwtes of all nmations inside the Ul R
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Subject agreed with Source and made some ginilar statements to the

sane efects. He mentioned olso some of his own exmeriences with Sovs to

subgtantiate his sgsertions.e Thus in the beginning the
Associgzione was to conduct 14 iness shrough  lascow and not through

covarad what there vasg

capitalg of individual ro
a tremendous mess and red tape iIn loskow, often they had to wait for months for

=l an ansver, not rarely there was no reply at all., Finally the Associazione

h] o)

decided. o categordcally asi Loscow to allow then to com:

dmicate  directly with

individval republicz, and kil ) ¢ fight we obtoined such nermission'e

inceed have distorted

greed thaet - as he pat it -
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comnurist idea". "We (Isalian comrumnists) criticize them very sirongly for thab
and try to discurs tnese problams with them. ¥e noint out to many negative features
oi their system, such as for instance their heavy bureauvcratic machine which

hampers the whole socio-economic development of the Soviet Union. We point

‘reedom  For circulation of other +than their own ideas in the

L)

out to lack o

Soviet Union which causes an anomaly in mental snd cultural development of

Tihe latter -~ Subject strenned - are already mature abd thsre is no
need to separate and isolate them from the rest oi the vorld. Russians -

Heferring agein to the Associazione
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Agsoclation was being organized Iinscow demandegd +that it remaingl only a

tation of their owm propaganda in Italy. We vehemently protested telling

them that Italian people can not be fooled around and cheated, AT one time

there were dishonest pecple who ”1CLD,O”WOd us vhen telling us about the USSR

ilow, hovever, either we will present the Soviet Union so as it is or there will

[’\

be no Associazione at all. And the Russians had to give in .M

B

Jubject compleined about the lack of freedem for art and literature

in the Soviet Union. As an example he mentioned the folowing story

.

"Recently we (Associazione) proposed t- Soviets to organize in Moscow an exposition

of Italian painters. They agreed to. But when we presented them with the ligt

of our painters and paintings to be exhibited , they (in Moscow) crossed out

all those whon they considered 'wnsuitable! , mainly all abstractionists and

formalists. We replied that we want to exhibit I4alian present art so as it
really is, ind all its variatio and styles , and if they don't want to accept
it so, then there will be no exposition at all- o Indeed, there was no sxnosihition,”

1y

Subject was also very writical of the Joviet society and its typical ™

T

represantives. lie said: " The so widely praised by Fusslans,Zoviet psychological
type - homo sovieticus - is nothing but a real misery. I met and tallmirith

thousand of verious Boviet veople , of dif erent occupations, from different

. o

pnlages, and I learned very well their nsychology. its mein features ares ;

oL

panic-like fear of 'nachalstvol!, of cuperiors;humility extending toabasementa

1.

General apathy for everything, no creative prospective for the future,
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hat they are -doing as though
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frightening mnenta
really sometling yet unheard 6f vhereas we, here in the West, often regard these
things ag primitive. s invite them to our conferénces, they come and tell

such simplicities and with such a 'scholarly' mmrmnmsmess pomposity that we fecl
ashamed in front of our scholars. Un ce, after one of those conferences, we
gathered in the Associazione ard in presence of a represantative of the Soviet

(ST

Tmbassy and one of those'professors! himself?, criticized the level ¢




nmance at the conference., In consegquence, all further already pnlanned conferences

with the same 'professor' were cancelied by the representative of the Fmbassy'.
According to Subject "Soviets in the imbassy are trying usuzl:y

to adjust their 'psychology! to our normal, Itelian, But I have discovered that

they quickly return to it as soon ag they come back homee "

in Italy in exchange for Deglla Scala for Moscow. He also promised to tell
Source about other arrivals of Sovs %o Italy that will be spomsored by

Assoclazione.

3. Subjevt told Source that they vere expecting in September Bolshoi
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