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-Ilay 1964 Source in company of his friend , visited the

Source and as1,-.ed him to come
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premises of the Associazione Italia-b-RSS in Rome, 47 Piazza delta Repubblica
'
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publications. Saving found only a. few Soviet Urainian books and journals,
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•.J Cr, CC Source used that as topic to be discussed not only with the librarian but the

elr
Subject bz_thiself as well. Sug esting that they should have , a separate :Thrainian
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department in their library Source found quite a positive response on the

part of Subject who promised to think the natter over and at least to order

more Soviet Ukrainian books. On this occasion he stressed that this will be

done not through nezhdunarodnaya Knip,:a but from Kiev directly because-a s he put

" we prefer to deal di rectly with indivi dual republics instead of Fjaing through

the central red tape in lipseow".

Subject informer Source about two forthcoming 19-days guided

tours to the Soviet Union ( on 1 July and L August 1964) and 5ag- ested that

Source himself could on on one of then. He mentioned also that some time this

year they were ez .,:o octini2. soma Soviet scientists, cinemato Fxap hers a it other

cultural activists for whom the Assthciazione will organize public lectures

ctinr .;s. On the whole, Subject seemed to be quite millin g to maintain contact
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features of the Soviet conHnnism 7,DC:t in particular Soviet nationalit!es bonny

dired	 i.at ilan--M2 tans, were 1•f7L

bound to con-)ra .iisc it	 Its lien no=nits :Mould not identify

their cause with that kind o caa.anaism but try . to elaate au,Tian imperjalstic

elcnents and fight for national cone lmist states of all nations inside the US:JZ.

Subject agreed with. Source and made SCAM sinilar statements to the

some ef:ect. He mentioned also sue of his own a:.:periences with Sovs to

substantiate Lis assertions. Thus, Subject said, " in the beginhing the

Associazione Was to conduct all its business only through Enscow and not through

cnbitals of individual republics". Pretty soon they discowe]:ed that there was

a tm:emendous mess and red tape in Mosvw, often they had to wait for months for

mild an answer, not rarely there was no reply at all. Finely the Associazone

decided. to categorically ask Uoscow to allow them to cominicate directly with

individual republics, and only " after n long fight we obtained such permission".

" rfow we can write directly to K;cv or 1 ,1rsk". Suject added that in the

muantime he made Quite a few friends in Kiev.

Subject agreed that - as he btt it - "Russians indeed have distorted

cannur-7 st idea". "A (Italian canTanistS) criticize them very strongly for that

and try to discuss these problems uith them. We point out to many negative features

of their system, such as for instance their heavy bureaucratic machine which

hampers the whole socio-economic development of the Soviet Union. We point

out to lack of freedom for circulation of other than their own ideas in the

Soviet Union which causes an anonaly in mental and cultural development of

Soviet beoples".

"The letter - Subject stresed - are already mature abd there is no

need to separate and isolate them from the rest of the world. Russians

want to build com=ism by hiding reality but thin is slily"•

1: eferring again to the Associazione
	 ubiect said that "when the
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Association was being organized Mnscow demanded that i t ramaindionly
•

station of their (•m propaganda in Italy. We vehemently protested telling

them that Italian people can not be fooled around and cheated. At one time

there were dishonest people who misinformed us when telling us about the USSR.

however, either we will present the Soviet Union sc; as it is or there will

be no Associazione at all. And the Russians had to give in ."

Subject complained about the lack of freedom for art and literature

in the Soviet Union. As an example he mentioned the folOwLng story

"Recently we (Associazione) proposed to Soviets to organize in Moscow an exposition

of Italian painters. They agreed to. But when we presented than with the list

of our painters and paintings to be exhibited they (in Moscow) crossed out

all those wham they considered l unsuitable t mainly all abstractionists and

formalists. be replied that we want to exhibit Italian present art so as it

really is, in/ all its variations and styles , and if they don't want to accept

it so, then there will be no exposition at all . . Indeed, there was no exposition."

Subject was also very critical of the Soviet society and its typical

represantives. He said: " The so widely praised by Russians,Soviet psychological

type - homo sovieticus - is nothing but a real misery. I met and tallaikrith

thousand of various Eoviet people of dif erent occupations, from different

places, and I lerrned very well their psychology. Its main features are;

panic-like fear of I nachalstvo l , of superiors;humility extending toabasement.

General apathy for everything, no creative prospective for the future,

frightening mental infantalism . They	 what they are doing as though

really something yet unheard of whereas we, here in the West, often regard these

things as primitive. f invite them to our conferences, they come and tell us

such simplicities and with such a t scholarly ? =non:min= pomposity that we feel

ashaned in front of our scholars. On cc, after one of those conferences, we

gathered in the Associazione and in presence of a represantative of the Soviet'
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Fnbassv and one of those lprofessors 1 himself, criticized the level of his
u
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mance at the conference. In censeQuence, all further already planned conferences

with the same 'professor' were cancelled by the representative of the Embassy".

According to Subject "Soviets in the Ihbassy are trying usually

to adjust their I psychology l to our normal, Italian. Dut I have discovered that

they Quickly return to it as soon as they come back home. "

3. Subjeut told Source that they were expecting in September Bolshoi

in Italy in exchange for Della Scala for Moscow. He also promised to tell

Source about other arrivals of Sovs to Italy that will be s ponsored by

Associazione.


