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Freedom fighters enter southern Russia! Putin’s regime trembles! Remember these
headlines from the spring of 2023?
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In fact, all this amounted to was killing a few 18-20 year old Russian border guards
serving their mandatory military service, taking some selfies, and running back to
Ukraine.

Luckily for us, the leader of the biggest group of such ‘anti-Putin Russian fighters’
interviewed yet again earlier in April. Denis Kapustin ‘White Rex’ gave a 5 hour
interview to Yury Dud, the most popular Russian political YouTuber. It now has 6
million views.
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Both are opposed to the dreadful Putin regime, but where Dud is a bright-eyed lib
living in sunny Spain, Kapustin is a steely Aryan warrior fighting in the frontlines 
Ukraine, the leader of the ‘Russian Volunteer Corps’ (RDK), a military unit set up b
Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) in late 2022.

Well, he’s not quite Aryan. In the interview, Kapustin confirmed that he’d moved t
Germany in his youth using a visa program for Jewish Russians, and that his
grandfather was named Efim Aronovich Kartman. Kapustin tries to slightly russify
to ‘Kartmansky’, but that didn’t help much. He even stands up to give Dud his Sovi
documents that specify his nationality as ‘Russian’.
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Of course, plenty of colleagues in this space couldn’t miss the opportunity to make
of Kapustin. One of his competitors for the crown of leader of excessively online n
nazi youths, the Ukrainian ‘Doctor Bonov’ (real name Artem Zalesov), put out plen
mocking content for his fanclub. This included the photo below, and a great deal m
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Bonov, as of 2023, serves in the armed forces of Ukraine. Unlike Kapustin, he was 
in Ukraine, and he served in the police following the 2014 ‘revolution of dignity’. It
unclear what he is up to currently besides posting to TikTok. I will admit that Bon
somewhat funny in his deranged schizoposting, unlike Kapustin’s pathos-laden
arrogance.
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Bonov is the bald one at centre. He and his colleagues are at the Main Directorate of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine in the Kyiv region. Bonov’s neo-nazi
friend Vadym Troyan had been made chief of police for the Kyiv Oblast in 2014.
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Anyway, Kapustin’s Jewish heritage has long been well-known. As the joke goes, g
just don’t make good Russian nationalists. Kapustin’s interest in Twitter pages like
‘IDF Babes’ is also noteworthy. I’ve seen plenty of jubilant pro-IDF posting from o
top figures in the RDK, like esoteric Hitlerian poet-warrior Kirill Kanakhin.

Just as he isn’t quite Aryan, nor is Kapustin entirely a frontline warrior. In the
interview, he confirmed that he has not taken part in battlefield missions for a lon
time, which is hardly surprising.

Of course, Kapustin solemnly informs his listeners, his main priority is to act as an
opinion leader among Russian nationalists, encouraging them to take up the bann
resistance against the ‘anti-national Putin regime’ and enlist in the RDK.

Opinion leader. It’s worth noting that Kapustin’s goal is to replace the old, liberal
opinion leaders of the ‘Russian opposition’, hence his appearance on Dud’s show.
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The fact that Dud interviewed Kapustin is a massive step up for him. 6 million view
He was once but a football hooligan who took part in brawls like the 2016 Marseil
clashes. His main income came from organizing white nationalist MMA matches 
hawking neo-nazi merchandise with his brand ‘White Rex’. Vice called him one of
world’s most influential neo-nazis in 2021. In a 2018 interview to the Guardian, he
boasted of regularly attacking immigrants with fellow football hooligans, and of
having a framed photograph of Goebbels in his bedroom.

Now, the most powerful forces in the Ukrainian government and exiled Russian
oligarchs have teamed up to support Kapustin’s bid to ‘lead the Russian opposition
and hopefully take the reigns of post-Putin Russia. Kapustin’s chief supporter in
Ukraine is Kyrylo Budanov, head of the Main Intelligence Directorate from 2020 to
2026, and now head of the presidential administration, and a likely candidate for
future president.

Kapustin’s chief benefactors abroad are the Russian oligarchs Leonid Nevzlin and
Mikhail Khodorkovsky. Well, the Israeli Nevzlin actually loudly denigrates all Rus
as ‘cattle’ and rejected his Russian citizenship. The London-based Khodorkovsky i
the same tribe.
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Nevzlin

That’s why over the course of 2024, 2025, and 2026, Kapustin and other RDK
representatives gave endless interviews to Ukrainian media and were sent off as p
of the Platform for Dialogue with Russian Democratic Forces at the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE). As Kapustin never tires of repeating, t
brave warriors of the RDK deserve to lead the Russian opposition, not the soy
Navalnite libcucks.
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Khodorkovsky (left) and RDK ideologue Kirill Kiryushchenko at the November 2025
PACE conference
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The RDK is also actively trying to get its critics in the Russian liberal opposition (o
which Dud is a member) deported from Europe — Navalnite-in-chief Leonid Volk
was almost pushed out of Latvia this year because of his harsh criticism of the ‘neo
nazi’ Kapustin and the ‘village political technologist’ Budanov. But the American
embassy seems to have stepped in to save Mr Volkov.

Anyway, that’s enough of the ‘Russian opposition’. As always, ruthless competition
the valiant struggle for EU grants.

Today’s main topic is the Word of Denis Kapustin. First we’ll go into his interview
then, some less self-aggrandizing information about the torture and executions
reigning in the RDK itself.

The first thing that has to be noted is Kapustin’s smug arrogance. The man is so fu
himself, that by the end of the interview I was forced to root for Yury Dud, which i
usually a mean feat.

Questions and answers
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The second main impression is his rudeness and stupidity. Much of the interview w
taken up by Dud trying to figure out Kapustin’s views on Hitler, Goebbels, and the
Third Reich. When the confused Dud tries to clarify Kapustin’s confusing views on
matter, the latter mockingly calls him a liberal shill. Kapustin’s unwillingness to gi
straight answer means that this takes an entire 64 minutes. Yes, 64 minutes.

Kapustin’s strategy goes like this. First he is asked what he thinks about Hitler, an
gives a long dithyramb about the glorious feats of this great leader and ‘genius’ (on
his favorite words for leaders of the Third Reich). Then, the flustered Dud reminds
that Hitler killed many people. Kapustin then generally makes some sort of distinc
between the ‘early Hitler’ who ‘brought the impoverished Germany up from its kn
and unspecified ‘killings’ in the second world war, which he ‘obviously condemns’,
after all, what’s the point of condemning something that the Nuremburg trials alre
punished? At this point Kapustin also starts mocking Dud for trying to provoke hi
and calls him a ‘very cunning and smart manipulator’ for asking such questions. T
Kapustin makes a dramatic pause before reminding Dud that in fact, there are man
Wehrmacht veterans in Germany who still admire Hitler, and who are we to speak
their voices? And this on, and on, and on.

Oh, he also spent 6 minutes explaining why Darth Vader is his favorite fictional
character:

He is evil, of course, but he has otherworldly, supernatural power. And yet he
participates in battles himself. He doesn’t just command from the Death Star—
goes into battle himself.
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‘Lazers, blasters, some kind of incredible monsters’ — Kapustin explains how he fell
in love with Star Wars

Since I suffered through this for five hours, I think my followers need to get a taste
well. After all, this is the person that Democratic Ukraine wants to see in charge o
Russia. Here are some of my favorite quotes from Kapustin’s interview.

First, Goebbels:

Dud: What do you think of Goebbels?

Kapustin: Dr. Joseph Goebbels— a convinced National Socialist, a genius, an ev
genius of marketing and propaganda, father of six children if I’m not mistaken,
loyal associate of the Führer, committed to National Socialism to the very end.

Dud: Are those all the important facts about him?

Kapustin: He was also Gauleiter of Berlin.

Now I’m thinking why my conversation [with the Guardian in 2018] even turned t
the photograph [the Guardian claimed he has a photograph of him in his bedroom, w
Kapustin maybe denies or maybe doesn’t]. There is a photo of him that I like from a
artistic point of view, in terms of expression. It’s from some march or rally in Be
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where he’s standing in a leather coat, clasping his hands and speaking. But I do
like it so much that I’d keep it framed in my bedroom. I think your colleagues a
Guardian, chasing a catchy headline, twisted this detail.

They spun it into a story that I had a framed photo in my bedroom—though I d
even remember living in apartments with a separate bedroom. There was a big
room, maybe my room—but a separate bedroom? Not really.

Dud: Have you really listed all the facts about Goebbels? He’s not remembered 
much else?

Kapustin: Well, there’s his “Do you want total war?” speech in 1943—very
expressive, widely spread around the world.

I understand that the Third Reich looked the way it did in many ways because o
influence.

Dud: For most people who know anything about Goebbels, he’s the author of a
propaganda system that contributed to the deaths of millions.

How do you feel about that view of him?

Kapustin: (snorts) What—talking about him as a criminal?

Dud: I’m just trying to understand. For most people, he’s someone directly
responsible for millions of deaths, including in our country.

Kapustin: I think that statement is largely true. Without his skill and organizat
of Hitler’s propaganda machine, it would probably have been less effective.

Dud: Then why don’t you bring that up when asked about him? Is it not import
to you?

Kapustin: Well, we’re not at the Nuremberg Tribunal, which already proved the
guilt of Nazi criminals, judged and executed them. We could go into detail abou
each individual’s responsibility, but that’s not the point. The point is perspectiv
and selection.
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Dud: I’m interested in how your perspective works.

Kapustin: Millions killed by the Third Reich—that’s bad. Concentration camps
that’s bad. Doesn’t matter whether British, Soviet, or German. I condemn mass
anonymous killings of people of any nationality. I condemn the genocides of
Armenians, Jews, Ukrainians, Tutsis and Hutus.

If we examine individuals—Goebbels didn’t personally kill anyone. But his geni
created a system that enabled the killing of millions. Yes, that’s obviously bad.

If we’re talking about degrees of guilt, the court already decided that. If you wan
me to say again: I oppose and condemn mass murder.

Hitler:

Dud: So—what is your attitude toward Adolf Hitler?

Kapustin: Toward Adolf Hitler as a murderer of millions, I have an extremely
negative attitude.

Dud: In an interview you spoke about there being two Hitlers: Hitler for Germa
and Hitler outside Germany.

Kapustin: Absolutely.

Dud: What did you mean?

Kapustin: Hitler for Germany is a national leader who came to power
democratically—not through a putsch or military coup. The nation voted for hi

At that time Germany was in ruins—not only economically, but socially. Berlin 
the 1920s, after World War I, was a center of all kinds of sexual deviance—broth
with animals, brothels with minors. Society was decaying, fragmented.

The Communist Party and the Comintern threatened to seize power in the Wei
Republic. Part of the country was occupied by French troops. The British fleet
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threatened intervention if reparations weren’t met. There was humiliation,
inflation, unemployment—total collapse.

And in that situation, a man appears who lifts Germany up from its knees. I thi
any German—regardless of political views—was sincerely happy about Hitler’s 
to power and the transformation of a crushed country into a flourishing, moder
powerful one.

I think any leader who raises a country from ruin would be perceived positively
its people.

Dud: So you’re talking about economic growth?

Kapustin: Yes—and also that those brothels were shut down, that there was a
flourishing of what later would be called new German science. A leader’s task is
create an environment where the nation can thrive, create, innovate.

Take modern Russia: talented IT figures—like Volosh, Buterin, Durov—could h
been Russian equivalents of Elon Musk or Sam Altman, but they’re forced out
because there’s no environment, no freedom to build without state interference

If Hitler created an environment where people like Wernher von Braun, Hugo
Schmeisser, Focke-Wulf engineers, Krupp, Henkel could develop—these weren
just brands but massive engineering ecosystems—then that environment enabl
creation. Without such conditions, people leave.

Dud: Are you sure about that “environment”? Many researchers say the econom
boom was a myth—built on militarization, forced labor, reduced rights, low wa
and preparation for war, while people lived poorly.

Kapustin: You’re overlooking things like equal access regardless of class, access
education, the autobahn network, social policies like what today might resembl
maternity capital. Education became less class-based.

Dud: Jews could access education in the late 1930s?
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Kapustin: Obviously not.

Dud: Right—so this is already within Germany.

Kapustin: Yes, we’re talking about Germans. Hitler for Germans versus Hitler f
others—there’s a gulf between those.

Dud: So for Germans he was a savior, and for Jews an executioner?

Kapustin: Yes. We can’t deny reality: a humiliated country became a central
European power through militarization and complex policies. Life for the avera
German improved between 1920 and 1930—what some call an economic miracl

We can debate causes—industrial support, fear of communism, backing from e
—but the fact remains.

Dud: What about Germans who were repressed by him?

Kapustin: For them, of course, he wasn’t a great leader. Just like today—some
people admire Putin, others see him as a criminal. The same with Franco,
Mussolini, Stalin—different perspectives exist.

Dud: You don’t need to have lived under Stalin or Hitler to judge them—it’s abo
your worldview.

Kapustin: Still, some people thrived under those regimes and would defend the

Yes, there are always two perspectives: those who suffered from state terror wil
condemn it; those who benefited may praise it.

There’s also the narrative that the Third Reich was absolute evil and the Soviet
Union absolute good—common in Russian propaganda.

But reality is more complex. Even among “our grandfathers,” not all were heroe
there were also criminals, looters, and perpetrators.

This section also contains certain comedic value:
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Dud How do you reconcile your interest, even some respect or inspiration from
Third Reich, with the fact that your grandfather was Jewish?
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