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Things keep ratcheting up in Ukraine, with France continuing its saber-rattling

escalatory spiral.
Let’s quickly run down the new separate signals being sent from all across NATO:

In a new Le Parisien piece, Macron reportedly reiterated the eventual need for

ground troops to save Ukraine:
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VISEGRADIA =

BREAKING:

“Perhaps at a given moment - | don’t want
to do it and | will never take the initiative —
we will have to move to ground operations of
some kind to counter Russian forces.

It’s France’s strength that we could do that”

- Macron for Le Parisien today

https://simplicius76.substack.com/p/sitrep-31924-french-military-openly
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https://[www.leparisien.fr/politique/femmanuel-macron-sur-lukraine-peut-

etre-qua-un-moment-donne-il-faudra-avoir-des-operations-sur-le-terrain-
16-03-2024-ZJUBSCCX2FCMFCJE7552HIUPWY.php

"Maybe at some point -- | don't want it, | won't take the initiative -- we will have to have
operations on the ground, whatever they may be, to counter the Russian forces,"
Macron told newspaper Le Parisien in an interview conducted on Friday.

"France's strength is that we can do it".

In fact, Macron showed his dangerous hubris in the article by reciting the trope

about Russia being a middling gas station with nukes:

"Putin has a discourse of fear. It should not be intimidated, we don't have in front of us a
great power. Russia is an average power with a nuclear weapon, but whose GDP is much

lower than that of Europeans, lower than that of Germany, of France."

Of course, leave it to a Rothschild banker to not understand how PPP index works

for trade surplus countries.

This was followed by France’s Chief of Army Staff Pierre Schill implying in Le
Monde that the army would be ready for any such task:
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France's chief of Army Staff:
'The French Army is ready’

..to surrender?

France's chief of Army Staff: 'The
French Army is ready’

Pierre Schill writes that at a time when crises are proliferating, France, as a
NATO framework nation, has major assets. In addition to its nuclear deterrent,
it has forces that are trained and interoperable with allied armies.

Published today at 2:51 pm (Paris), updated at 3:22 pm | @ 4 min. - Lire en francais

https://www.lemonde.fr/en/opinion/article/2024/03/19/france-s-chief-of-
army-staff-the-french-army-is-ready 6634225 23.html
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He delineates specifically that France has 1 full division of 20,000 troops which can
be inserted within 30 days:

Determination

France has the capacity to commit one division, i.e. around 20,000 men, to a

coalition within 30 days. It can command a corps of up to 60,000 men in

coalition, by combining a French division and national capabilities at the top end
of the military spectrum with one or more allied divisions. The corps staff is the
essential structure for directing land operations of varying intensity, from crisis
management or reassurance missions to high-intensity engagements. It is the
tool of a power capable of training partners; the diplomatic and military
instrument that authorizes France to commit itself autonomously as a

framework nation within NATO, or within an ad hoc coalition.

This was backed by a new video from French TV which shows French Lieutenant-

colonel Vincent Arbaretier openly discussing the types of military deployments the

20,000-strong French contingent can undertake in Ukraine.

The first clip has the most salient points, while the other is the full segment:
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Colonel, what is the interest? And why the Dnieper?

Full:
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We will need operations on the ground to counter the Russian S
g forces, France can do it, Emmanuel Macron envisions different & '
4 military scenarios of an intervention of Western troops, " " :$
including French troops on the ground in Ukraine.

And this latest French sally was topped off by Russia’s spy chief Naryshkin’s rattling

statement that France is preparing 2,000 troops for deployment:
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HMILITARY QFPERATION IN UKRAINE 19 MAR, O7:18

France preparing contingent of
2,000 troops to be sent to Ukraine

— intelligence chief

According to Sergey Naryshkin, the French military "fears
that such a large military unit cannot be transferred and

stationed in Ukraine unnoticed"

Director of the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service Sergey Maryshkin

& Mikhail Metzal/TASS

https://tass.ru/politika/20286283
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I == BREAKING: France is preparing
a contingent for deployment to Ukraine,
initially comprising about 2,000 soldiers,
stated the Director of the Foreign
Intelligence Service, Naryshkin.

The head of the Foreign Intelligence
Service also noted that there is noticeable
concern in the French army about the
increased number of French casualties in
Ukraine.

MOSCOW, March 19. /tass/. The Russian side has data that France is already preparing a

military contingent for sending to Ukraine, at the initial stage it will be about 2 thousand
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people. This was stated by the Director of the Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) of the
Russian Federation Sergey Naryshkin. His comment is available to TASS.

In fact, he states that the 2,000 number would be just the “initial stage”, but claims

that such a force would become a priority target for Russian strikes:
At the initial stage, it will be about 2 thousand people," Naryshkin said.

According to the director of the SVR, the French military is afraid that such a significant
unit will not be able to be quietly transferred to Ukraine and quartered there. "Thus, it
will become a priority legitimate target for attacks by the Russian Armed Forces. This
means that the fate of all Frenchmen who have ever come to the territory of the Russian

world with a sword awaits him, " Naryshkin concluded.

What’s interesting is that a separate Russian report appears to corroborate this,

though I have no information as to its authenticity, so take it with a large grain of

salt:

According to information based on intercepted conversations and e-mails, France is
mobilizing 1,800 truck-driving reservists to transport fuel and military equipment to
Ukraine. Marie Mercier, an obscure senator from Sabne-et-Loire but vice-president of the
Senate's France-Ukraine friendship group, appears to be coordinating this operation in
liaison with André Accary (left in photo), president of the Sadne-et-Loire departmental
council. Régis Poiraud (right in photo), reserve non-commissioned officer and president of
UDSOR (Union Départementale des Sous-Officiers) in Saéne-et-Loire, a close associate

of Senator Mercier, is said to be in charge of operational organization.

For the record, the French Defense Minister officially denied the Russian claims:
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o Rvesnkery e

"IRRESPONSABLE": PARIS FUSTIGE LA s
"DESINFORMATION" RUSSE SUR 'ENVOI DE TR
2.000 SOLDATS FRANGAIS EN UKRAINE

Patrick Sauce et Theo Putavy o

BFMTV.

ORVvoen kory ALAUNE
'RRESPONSIBLE": PARIS BLASTS THE e v
RUSSIAN "DISINFORMATION" ABOUT THE SENDING OF e
2,000 FRENCH SOLDIERS IN UKRAINE

Pafrick Sauce and Theo Putavy On ! 024 at 18:3 °

The French Defense Ministry denies a plan to send 2,000 soldiers to Ukraine

The military department claims that the statement of the head of the SVR Naryshkin

about the training of 2,000 French military personnel to be sent to Ukraine does not
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correspond to reality.

The text of the statement used the usual phrases about "irresponsible provocation" and

"disinformation operations."

Meanwhile, French TV is actively discussing the dispatch of military personnel and their
deployment on the territory of Ukraine.

This is followed by some questionable reports about French mercenaries already

spotted heading to Ukraine via Bulgaria—inconclusive video at above link.
French mercenaries have been spotted in Bulgaria on their way to Ukraine?

Locals claim to have seen convoys of French mercenaries and equipment near the town of
Sliven, flying to Sofia and then travelling by truck to Ukraine. The day before, the US
Navy cargo ship Leroy A. Mendonica delivered to the port of Alexandroupolis in northern
Greece a shipment of military equipment to be deployed in Europe as part of the

"reinforcement of NATO forces on the continent".

Not to mention that Azov Brigade reportedly released this timely video officially

“welcoming” the French legion to come help them in Ukraine:

Translation of the end splash-screen:
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HEKAEMO BAC B YKPAIHI.
B HAC BAI'ATO POBOTW.

WE ARE WAITING FOR YOU WITH
IMPATIENCE IN UKRAINE.

WE HAVE ALOT OF WORK
TO BE DONE.

Meanwhile Spain’s El Pais paper confirmed that European troops have already long

been in Ukraine:

WAR OF RUSSIA IN UKRAINE >

= NATO's military are already in Ukraine for the
control of arms, intelligence operations and
training

The French proposition does not rule out sending troops against Russia opens a

debate in which it is confirmed that there are already soldiers of the Atlantic
Alliance in the country invaded

https://archive.is/61Uwl

And as an aside on Spain—its Defense Minister Margarita Robles had the audacity to

fearmonger of the “real threat” that Putin’s missiles can reach Spain:
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Margarita Robles: "La amenaza de guerra es
absoluta y la sociedad no es del todo consciente”

» La ministra de Defensa asegura que Ucrania "debe ganar la guerra” tras dos afios de conflicto, en el que
gjército de Zelenski muestra preocupantes sintomas de fatiga: "Es un momento crucial para Europa®

LAVANGUARDIA

https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240317/robles-advierte-amenaza-total-
absoluta-guerra/16019076.shtml
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Margarita Robles: "The threat of war is
absolutelyf and society is not at all conscious”

* The Minister of Defense assures that Ukraine "must win the war” after two years of conflict, in

which Zelensky's army shows worrying symptoms of fatigue: "It's a crucial moment for Europe”

https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20240317/robles-advierte-amenaza-total-

absoluta-guerra/16019076.shtml

Fortunately, she seemed to unequivocally rule out Spanish troops ever being deployed
to Ukraine in the future. But can someone enlighten me as to why Putin would ever
decide to strike Spain of all places? The baseless fearmongering from these Euro-

mutants is simply unhinged!

Ben Wallace demands that ALL parties
commit to spending 3% of GDP on
defence as he warns British forces may
have to fight in Ukraine

By MARK NICOL DEFENCE EDITOR
PUBLISHED: 18:24 EDT, 18 March 2024 | UPDATED: 05:36 EDT, 19 March 2024

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13212119/Ben-Wallace-demands-

parties-commit-spending-3-GDP-defence-warns-British-forces-fight-
Ukraine.html
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"We cannot rule out the possibility that British soldiers will go to Ukraine to confront

Putin's regime," - former British Defense Minister Ben Wallace.

POLITICO

Hamaswar Farmers' protests Newsletters Podcasts PollofPolls Policynews E

NEWS * COMMENTARY

We’re in a war right now, Britain’s
former spy chief warns

Given Putin’s aggression, “we've got to make some tough choices,” said Richard
Dearlove, the one-time MI6 boss.

[> LISTEN

https://www.politico.eu/article/war-right-now-britain-former-spy-chief-

richard-dearlove-mi6/

In the above Politico piece, former MI6 head Richard Dearlove warns:

“If you stopped anyone in the street here in the U.K. and asked them whether they thought
Britain is at war, they’d look at you as if you were mad,” Dearlove said. “But we are at war

— we’re engaged in a gray war with Russia, and I am trying to remind people of that.”
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All the ‘Loves’ are such lovely folk, huh? Dearlove, Breedlove, Strangelove...

Again we come to this recurring question: why now?

If France was truly that concerned with Odessa, specifically, falling, then it certainly
would not be militating toward an intervention any time soon, as Russia appears
years away from threatening Odessa—Ilest there’s some gigantic amphibious and air

assault in the works we aren’t aware of.

By logical deduction we can only assume that it’s not the imminent fall of any one
particular zone, like Odessa, that has them so worried, but presumably the
disintegration of the AFU as a functioning military force itself. One of the clues to
that was the French colonel’s video, highlighting graphics of France’s hypothetical
deployment to the northern Ukrainian border regions or the Dnieper River zone with
precisely the intention we broke here first—namely, to alleviate Ukrainian rear units
of their uneventful duties to allow them to replenish the depleted combat forces at

the front.

Troupes francaises au sol en Ukraine : les scénarios envisages 0 ~
DIRECT LCI
welilly 15:35

-

b " ORERINE
1S

TROUPES AU SOL: LES SCENARIOS MILITAIRES ENVISAGES

That being said, technically speaking, a 20,000-man division—by standards of

classical military theory—is supposed to be able to hold, maximum, a 10km-front,
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give or take, not 700km+ like the northern border spanning from Belarus to Sumy
region or even the similar length of the Dnieper. Sure, this is an inactive front so
there could be some leeway, but even so. That being said, they could seek not to cover

the whole front but rather free up 20,000 additional AFU fighters, for example.
Military journalist Alexander Kharchenko:

Looking at the European continent from Africa, I don’t understand what Ukraine hopes
for. Even if the French bring in 20,000 corps, they will not be able to close even the
Bakhmut direction. Kyiv may not have the most advanced army, but under the walls of
this city they only lost over 40,000 soldiers killed. Whether the French are ready to renew

their contingent twice and declare mobilization is a big question.
Alexander Kharchenko

But what else could possibly have Macron so rattled as to bear down into such
desperate flights? Well, the news from authoritative sources continues to be quite

grim for Ukraine.

Borrell gives us a clue:

/ Live news

EU's Borrell warns coming months 'decisive' for
Ukraine war

Washington (AFP) — EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell warned Thursday that the Ukraine war could be decided

in the coming months, urging during a visit to Washington for allies to rush aid to Kyiv.

Issued on: 14/03/2024-22:22 (© 1min

https://www.rfi.fr/en/international-news/20240314-eu-s-borrell-warns-

coming-months-decisive-for-ukraine-war

"It's this spring, this summer before autumn that the war in Ukraine will be

decided," Borrell told reporters Thursday afternoon.

Borrell said that in all his meetings, he has stressed the consequences of what a

Russian victory in Ukraine would be.

If President Vladimir Putin "wins this war and conquers Ukraine and puts a

puppet regime in Kyiv -- as the one we already have in Belarus - he will not stop
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there," Borrell said.

"The next months will be decisive," he said, adding that "whatever has to be done, it has

to be done quickly."
Whatever has to be done, must be done rdpidamente!
Why the sudden urgency?

"Many analysts expect a major Russian offensive this summer and Ukraine cannot wait

until the result of the next US elections,” Borrell said.
So is it the expected new Russian spring offensive that’s got them so worried?

Could it have anything to do with this?
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Ukraine’s losses ‘in the millions’ - retired
Polish general

Kiev does not have the resources or manpower to
continue the fight against Russia, Rajmund
Andrzejczak has said

Ukraine's losses in the conflict with Russia should be counted “in the
millions, "the former chief of the Polish General Staff, Rajmund
Andrzejczak, has claimed. Kiev “is losing the war”and does not have
the resources to sustain the fight against Moscow, he added.

https://simplicius76.substack.com/p/sitrep-31924-french-military-openly 19/51


https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F30d2e26a-2632-44ae-a6fc-aba56fdf2cab_555x680.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F822c83c7-1d31-4e90-af50-f195293268da_680x680.jpeg

22/03/2024, 09:38 SITREP 3/19/24: French Military Openly Floats 20,000 Troop Deployment

UKRAINIAN LOSSES 'IN THE
MILLIONS’ - TOP POLISH GENERAL

https://www.polsatnews.pl/wiadomosc/2024-03-18/gen-rajmund-

andrzejczak-w-gosciu-wydarzen-ogladaj-od-1920/

In a new interview, Polish general Rajmund Andrzejczak states:

"We must prepare,” General Raimund Andrzejczak said of the threat of war.
The former chief of the General Staff of the Polish Army in the" guests of
events " said that we have two or three years to prepare. The general also
pointed out the difficult situation in Kiev. "The Ukrainians are losing this
war," he said.
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He believes that after 2026, Russia may attack a NATO country—which merely

telegraphs NATO’s own intentions to provoke Russia into another war by that time.
How bad is the Ukrainian situation, according to the general?

Problems of Ukraine. "Dramatic situation”

"Very, very dramatic," is how the general described the situation at the front in Ukraine.

"There are no miracles in war. A change in the post of commander-in-chief could not
change the strategic situation. General Sirsky has the same dilemmas as General
Zaluzhny. It turned out that he had to withdraw his troops and put the front line in order.
All the problems that Zaluzhny had remained, " Andrzejczak pointed out.

And finally, the big bombshell that has everyone pulling their hair out—Ukraine’s

total losses are in the “millions™:

He listed shortcomings in the equipment of the troops, problems of mobilization and supply
of equipment. Andrzejczak also stressed the importance of the losses already incurred. -
They are missing more than 10 million people. | believe that losses should be in the
millions, not in the hundreds of thousands. There are no resources in this country, there is no

one to fight, " he added.

It’s unclear if he’s counting men that have fled the country here or not, but the

conclusion is the same: Ukraine has “no one left to fight”.

For those interested, the full interview is below, and has many other interesting

tidbits:
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Goodlevening)ladiesfand gentlemen, I'_i/y'o_uld like to invite youjto
the guest of events, and my guest is General Raimund Andrzejczyk;
former head of the General Staff. Good evening, General.

(‘ Donald Tusk
' 4

The post-war epoch is gone. We are living in new times: in a pre-war
epoch. This is why NATO and solidarity between Europe and America are
more important than ever before.

So, can such grim tidings possibly be true, or mere exaggeration to accelerate aid?

This new WaPo article seems to corroborate the claims of troop depletion:
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In this Ukrainian village,
almost no men are left

By Siobhan O'Grady, Anastacia Galouchka and
Serhiy Morgunov

March 16, 2024 at 2:12 a.m. EDT

A man digs a grave early this month in a new section of the
cemetery in Makiv, Ukraine. (Alice Martins for The
Washington Post)
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“It’s just a fact,” said Larysa Bodna, deputy director of the local school, which keeps a
database of students whose parents are deployed. “Most of them are gone.”

Ukraine desperately needs more troops, with its forces depleted by deaths, injuries and
exhaustion. Despite Russia’s own enormous casualties, the invaders still far outnumber
Ukraine’s defenders, an advantage that is helping Moscow advance on the battlefield.

Ukraine’s parliament is debating a bill to expand the draft pool, in part by lowering the
eligibility age to 25 from 27, but few decisions are being made in Kyiv that will quickly

answer the army’s urgent needs.
The Washington Post

Lindsey Graham, visiting Kyiv, urges
Ukraine to pass mobilization law
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Outwardly Zelensky and co. claim there are no coercive mobilizations happening, but

WaPo refutes this:

Civilians here say that means military recruiters are grabbing everyone they can. In the
west, the mobilization drive has steadily sown panic and resentment in small agricultural
towns and villages like Makiv, where residents said soldiers working for draft offices roam
the near-empty streets searching for any remaining men. Such tactics have led some to
believe that their men are being targeted disproportionately compared with other regions

or bigger cities like Kyiv, where it is easier to hide.

“People are being caught like dogs on the street,” said Olha Kametyuk,

35, whose husband, Valentin, 36, was drafted in June by soldiers who

approached him and asked for his papers after he stopped for coffee on
the main road outside Makiv. Despite a diagnosis of osteochondrosis, a
joint disorder, he passed his medical exam in 10 minutes, she said, and

deployed to the front, where he was wounded.

The amount of disturbing quotables from this article is jaw-dropping:

“Almost all our men have been scraped out,” said Serhii, 47, an infantry soldier from
Makiv who was drafted in March 2022 and serves in Ukraine’s 115th brigade.

Vasyl Hrebeniuk, 70, said that even at his age — 10 years over the draft

limit — soldiers have regularly stopped and questioned him in Makiv.

A slew of other articles joined the grim chorus, as has become the norm these past

few months:
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U.S. anticipates grim course for Ukraine if
aid bill dies in Congress

The Biden administration has come ta bealieve that, absent more American military support, "countless lives' will ba lost
this year as Kyiv struggies to stave off collapse

8y Missy Hyan, Jobn Hudson, Michael Brmbaum and Dan Lamothe
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The above WaPo piece opens with a ‘bleak’ prediction:

U.S. officials foresee a range of bleak scenarios in Ukraine if the military aid President
Biden has requested doesn’t materialize, including a catastrophic breakdown of
Ukrainian lines in the grimmest contingency and the likelihood of massive casualties in

the best.

For the first time, they are openly using the dreaded ‘C’ word—collapse:

“This doesn’t go well for Ukraine over time without a supplemental, and it could lead to
potential collapse,” a senior U.S. official said. “But here’s the bottom line: Even if Ukraine
holds on, what we really are saying is that we are going to leverage countless lives in order

to do that.”

In the piece, CIA director Burns is quoted saying that the territorial losses this year

will be “significant” if aid isn’t rendered.

Speaking anonymously another U.S. government source said:
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“Whether it ends in collapse or large casualties” remains a subject of internal debate, the
senior official said. “But there is no future that is bright for Ukraine without a

supplemental and continued U.S. support.”

As you can see: they have bridged the final chasm, and are now opening invoking the
most verboten of dilemmas: that Ukraine may totally collapse. s this the explanation
for the sudden urgency and desperate talks of injecting NATO troops? Are things

within the AFU far worse than they seem?

A senior adviser to Zelensky agreed there was a high
likelihood of significant Russian territorial gains against

Ukraine by the summer in the absence of new U.S. aid.

“People don’t understand how bad the front is right now,”
the adviser said. “The morale is low; the momentum is low.
Young men are afraid they will be mobilized to die because of

a lack of weapons.”

They go on to state that Ukraine’s air defense in particular has depleted to such a

point they may soon only target 1 out of every 5 Russian missiles:

While Ukraine has tried to shoot down 4 of every 5 missiles fired at its cities, it soon may
be able to target only 1 in 5, one of those officials said. That would have a significant

effect on life in Ukraine’s urban centers, many of which have assumed a relative normalcy

over the last year as missile defense has generally proved effective.

Meanwhile, here’s what Ukraine’s AD has to contend with:
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A Russian bomb with a UMPK kit under the wing of a Su-34 front-line
bomber

18 March, 2024

This year, Russia dropped
more than 3,500 bombs
on Ukrainian positions -
Ministry of Defense

# Air Force of Russia # Aviation # Aviation armament

# Russia # Ukraine # War with Russia

Since the beginning of 2024, the combat aviation of
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bombs on the positions of the Defense Forces of
Ukraine.

Ukraine faces ammunition crisis as air
defence missiles dwindle

Reports indicate severe shortages as the political debate intensifies over US military

aid amid escalating attacks by Russian forces

J‘RIHC‘R Kilner o RU‘D B\Z@m

16 March 2024 - 12:35pm
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Rob Lee
@RALee85
Ukrainian Deputy Minister of Defense Lieutenant General lvan Havryliuk

said that Russia has dropped more than 3,500 UMPK glide bombs so far
in2024.

A —

This year, Russia dropped more than 3,500 bombs on Ukrainian positions - Ministry of __.

bl e T N -

From mil.in.ua

3:29 PM - Mar 18, 2024 - 131.6K Views

One report states:
Militarist

Over the past two months, Ukrainian army losses have increased by 70% compared to the
previous year. This is reported to be due to the rapid increase in the intensity and

accuracy of glide bomb strikes.

Despite the fact that the Ukrainian army still cites funny numbers like 20-30 bombs every

day, air strikes using at least 300-400 glide bombs are carried out even on the calmest day.

The real destruction will begin soon, when this figure begins to reach 500, and then 1000

bombs per day

And AFU’s top radioelectronics and drone expert, Serhiy Flash, said that soon—in

four months’ time—Russia will be producing enough FPV drones to target every
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individual AFU soldier, which will condemn 99% of the AFU to death:

translated by t.me/ukr_leaks_eng M"-VKPA-l.HA

EOMHI

I HOBUHM

NPAME BKJIMOMEHHA

and [they] produced only enough to hit equipment and important
objects, for example, EW, some stations, important radars.

And the bad news keeps rolling in for NATO:
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Out of money, Pentagon chief tries to
convince allies of commitment to Ukraine

By ldrees Al

Aa
March 19, 2024 3:19 PM GMT+2 - Updated 12 min ago m <

Germany Is Running Out Of Money
And Debt Levels Are Exploding,
Finance Minister Warns
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Germany

German living standards
plummeted after Russia
invaded Ukraine, say
economists

Energy price shocks had huge knock-on
effect, with real wages falling further in
2022 than in any year since 1950, says
report

Patrick Wintour Diplomatic editor
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= pO“tiCS Live TV

Exclusive: Russia producing
three times more artillery
shells than US and Europe for
Ukraine

By Katie Bo Lillis, Natasha Bertrand, Oren
Liebermann and Haley Britzky, CNN

Updated 6:44 AM EDT, Mon March 11, 2024
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Finance and economics | Proud pariah

Russia’s econiomy once
again defies the doomsayers

As an election nears, Vladimir Putin now
looks to have inflation under control
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66 COMMENT

The Chinese-Russian war machine
could soon overwhelm the West

—

Beijing is providing essential aid for Moscow’s
economy - and the West is falling behind

By the way, wasn’t capitalism supposed to be so clearly superior to planned/managed

economies? Recent MSM pieces complain that Western countries can’t compete with
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Russia’s defense sector because Putin utilizes a planned economy:

Competing with Putin’s managed economy

European nations are trying to make up the shortfall. A German defense company
announced last month that it plans to open an ammunition factory in Ukraine that it
said will produce hundreds of thousands of 155mm caliber bullets each year. In
Germany, the same company broke ground on a new factory expected to eventually

produce around 200,000 artillery shells per year.

Well, that’s embarrassing.

ISW foresees a new Russian offensive later this year:
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[SW Institute for the Study of War .+
B @TheStudyofWar

NEW: Russian forces will likely continue ongoing offensive efforts to
destabilize Ukrainian defensive lines in spring 2024 while also preparing
for a forecasted new offensive effort in summer 2024, (l1!12)

More 3

X

9:59 PM - Mar 15, 2024 - 646.1K Views

And even admitted to Russia’s increasing ability to adapt to all challenges:
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Institute for the Study of War .+ @TheStudyofWar - Mar 15

Russian forces have shown the capacity to adapt to fighting in Ukraine and will
likely aim to scale lessons learned from the war in Ukraine to ongoing efforts to
prepare the Russian military for a potential long-term confrontation with
NATO. u (1/2) x.com/TheStudyofWar/...

Russian forces have shown the capacity to adapt to fighting in Ukraine and will likely aim to
scale lessons learned from the war in Ukraine to ongoing efforts to prepare the Russian
military for a potential long-term confrontation with NATO. Foreign Policy reported on March

14 that Director-General of the Estonian Foreign Intelligence Service (EFIS) Kaupo Rosin told
journalists that the Russian military is “turning into a learning organization” after the past two years of
war in Ukraine and is currently resolving its battlefield problems within months.[18] Rosin stated that
Estonian intelligence assesses that Russian forces have largely addressed battlefield issues with large
amounts of manpower and materiel and that reforms relying on mass will likely result in a low-tech,
Soviet-style Russian military with significant firepower and artillery.[19] Russian forces have addressed
many tactical and operational challenges in Ukraine through their ability to field a greater amount of
materiel and manpower than Ukrainian forces, notably seen with a reliance on manpower-intensive
"meat assaults” to maintain a relatively high tempo of offensive operations.[20]

12:00 AM - Mar 16, 2024 - 130K Views

Lastly, in my style of tempering any wild conclusions too far to one side or the other,
I will note that the optimism-mongers of the EU do claim to have ‘found’ a secret
new stash of 800k shells from some unnamed ‘Russian ally’ —some believe it to be
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Algeria, India, etc. If there is any truth to it, the shell
amount could be nearly a year’s worth for the AFU—however, I still reserve the
judgment that it could be a desperate ploy on the order of bluff or exaggeration

meant to buoy the catastrophic outlook currently sweeping the Western camp.
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With Millions Of I'resh
Artillery Shells Arriving,

The Ukrainians Are
Devising New lactics lo
Kill More Russians, Iaster

Ukrainian gunners are coordinating with drone
strike teams

There are likewise various reports of new ‘pacts’ being formed that could flood

Ukraine with another huge batch of armored vehicles:
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@visegrad24

BREAKING:

Poland and Germany are creating an “international armored vehicle
coalition” for Ukraine.

The UK, Italy and Sweden have said that they will join it too

Looks like Ukraine will get a new batch of tanks, infantry fighting vehicles
and armored personnel carrier
But once again, for now I view it as nothing more than wishful thinking.

In fact, leading theories portray the Western ammunition situation being so pitiful as

to result in France running out of ammo in a mere 4 days of serious conflict against
Russia:

ESCALATION « UL, PIU PIROMANI CHE POMPIERI
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EU ESCALATION, MORE FIRE ENGINES
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Not to mention all the talk of buildup appears to always smack its forehead against

the brick wall of reality:
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Western allies weigh up conscription or national
service, as the threat from Russia grows.
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But it’s still a serious threat that needs to be considered, especially since Europe is
actively continuously planning for a future war, or at least trying to convince the

relevant parties to do so.

For instance, not only is Moldova’s Maia Sandu now openly discussing a referendum

to join the EU, which is only a precursor to then joining NATO soon afterwards:

t.me YIELE Yol lic

or we’d rather say — Moldova
is going through this.

But Estonia’s Kaja Kallas is agitating for nuclear war, telling the public that Putin’s

nuclear threats should not be taken seriously:
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I said this on X, but I'll repeat it here: in many ways the Cold War was a far safer time
because it had more serious, non-psychopathic people in charge who actually
respected the dangers of nuclear holocaust. Today’s leaders are all totally immorally
degraded puppets, likely placed in charge only on the basis of kompromat, and no
longer have the necessary professional qualities or discretion of their forebears for
the seriousness of the situation. Society, more stupefied by bread and circuses than

ever, of course, is blind to their leaders’ total ignorance and dangerous provocations.

Lastly, it was reported that Romania is allegedly constructing what will be the largest
base in Europe, even larger than Ramstein and right on Ukraine’s border, and is

clearly meant to be the primary operating node against Russia in the region:
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Construction of the largest NATO military base in Europe, designed for 10 thousand

military personnel, began on the territory of Romania.

The facility, designed to simultaneously accommodate 10 thousand military personnel
with their families, is being built on an area of almost three thousand hectares near
Constanta, a Romanian port on the Black Sea. Previously, the NATO airbase "Mihail

Kogalniceanu" was located there.

“The base will become the most important permanent NATO military structure in close
proximity to the conflict in southern Ukraine. Let’s not imagine that this conflict will end

in 2025 or 2026, this is a long-term conflict,” said Romanian expert Dorin Popescu.

The €2.5 billion project includes runways, weapons platforms, hangars for military

aircraft, as well as schools, kindergartens, shops and a hospital.
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Put the above pieces together and it’s clear the goal is to bring Moldova into the fold,
entrench the region and create massive military buildups there to make sure Russia
can never take back Odessa or retain supremacy over the Black Sea. That is why it is
more imperative than ever for Russia to get the job done, capture Odessa and unlock
PMR to keep from being strangled by NATO. Don’t forget, PMR just suffered one of
its first direct military assaults, as an Mi-8 helicopter was destroyed by an ‘unknown’

FPV drone, a provocation with a clear angle.

I’ll leave you with a final couple videos:

In Georgievka, one of the larger AFU troop surrenders of recent memory:
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Meanwhile Legitmny reports:

Legitimate

#hearings

Our source reports that the Armed Forces of Ukraine has now
entered such a phase when more infantry are lost per day than new
ones are mobilized.

In summer, the deficit can be critical 1 to 4 (for one mobilized 4 «
retired ». These are wounded / killed).

As a result, Ukraine will lose the last advantage that could be used
for « fire fighting » and « incidental attacks ». 3950K ® 05:00

Next:

Russian special forces inspect the destroyed Abrams near Berdychi, Avdeevka—

which hopefully can be captured and towed out in the near future:

https://simplicius76.substack.com/p/sitrep-31924-french-military-openly 48/51


https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F43e44343-62e4-4595-8e71-57c27d937664_987x445.png

22/03/2024, 09:38 SITREP 3/19/24: French Military Openly Floats 20,000 Troop Deployment

-

)BOCTH

L

As a final item:

Here’s two new very good pieces from M.K. Bhadrakumar. The first entitled
‘Novorossiya’ rising from ashes like phoenix’, which summarizes a lot of the points
discussed here, with Europe’s terminal agony regarding U.S.’s potential withdrawal

amid the realization of their own inconsequentiality.

The second even more nourishingly erudite one is: ‘France all dressed up and

nowhere to go’. If you have only time for one, I strongly recommend treating yourself

to the second one.

Your support is invaluable. If you enjoyed the read, I would greatly appreciate if you
subscribed to a monthly/yearly pledge to support my work, so that I may continue providing

you with detailed, incisive reports like this one.

Alternatively, you can tip here: Tip Jar

{Type your email... Subscribe
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HBI Mar 20

If the French are so foolish as to openly deploy in Ukraine, they must be attacked
vigorously and continuously, maximizing their casualties. It's the only lesson that will
work, apparently.
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Yoni Reinon Mar 20

Macron provokes (following orders) a public panic campaign. Macron sends troops to
Ucraine (symbolic contingent). False flag attack at the Paris olympic games (26th July). It
was Putin... Bullshit? 4 months to go and the Olympic swimming pool has not started
being built yet.
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