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After a New York Times reporter grossly distorted what Putin and

Zelensky have said and done about nuclear weapons, Steven Starr

corrects the record and deplores Western media, in general,

for misinforming  and leading the entire world in a dangerous direction.

Save

https://consortiumnews.com/
https://consortiumnews.com/category/american-empire/
https://consortiumnews.com/category/analysis/
https://consortiumnews.com/category/commentary/
https://consortiumnews.com/category/media/
https://consortiumnews.com/category/international/russia/
https://consortiumnews.com/category/international/ukraine/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Ukraine%20&%20Nukes&url=https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/
http://www.digg.com/submit?url=https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/
http://reddit.com/submit?url=https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/&title=Ukraine%20&%20Nukes
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/&title=Ukraine%20&%20Nukes
http://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconsortiumnews.com%2F2022%2F03%2F03%2Fukraine-nukes%2F&name=Ukraine+%26%23038%3B+Nukes
mailto:?Subject=Ukraine%20&%20Nukes&Body=Here%20is%20the%20link%20to%20the%20article:%20https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/


04/03/2022, 10:59 Ukraine & Nukes – Consortium News

https://consortiumnews.com/2022/03/03/ukraine-nukes/ 2/27

U.S. troops arrive at Nuremberg International Airport on Feb. 28 to join the NATO

Response Force. which was activated for the first time in history in a collective defence

context. (NATO)

By Steven Starr 

Special to Consortium News

The New York Times recently published an article by David Sanger

entitled “Putin spins a conspiracy theory that Ukraine is on a path

to produce nuclear weapons.”  Unfortunately, it is Sanger who puts

so much spin in his reporting that he leaves his readers with a

grossly distorted version of the what the presidents of Russia and

Ukraine have said and done.

Ukrainian Volodymyr  Zelensky’s recent statements at the Munich

conference centered around the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, which welcomed

Ukraine’s accession to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in conjunction

with Ukraine’s decision to return to Russia the nuclear weapons left on its

territory by the Soviet Union.

In other words, the Budapest Memorandum was expressly about Ukraine giving

up its nukes and not becoming a nuclear weapon state in the future. Zelensky’s

speech at Munich made it clear that Ukraine was moving to repudiate the

Budapest Memorandum; Zelensky essentially stated that Ukraine must be made a

member of NATO, otherwise it would acquire nuclear weapons.  

This is what Zelensky said, with emphasis added: 

“I want to believe that the North Atlantic Treaty and Article 5 will be more

effective than the Budapest Memorandum.

Ukraine has received security guarantees for abandoning the world’s third

nuclear capability [i.e. Ukraine relinquished the Soviet nuclear weapons that

had been placed in Ukraine during the Cold War]. We don’t have that

weapon. … Therefore, we have something. The right to demand a

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/23/us/politics/putin-ukraine-nuclear-weapons.html
https://kyivindependent.com/national/zelenskys-full-speech-at-munich-security-conference/
http://www.pircenter.org/media/content/files/12/13943175580.pdf
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/text/
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shift from a policy of appeasement to ensuring security and peace

guarantees. 

Since 2014, Ukraine has tried three times to convene consultations with the

guarantor states of the Budapest Memorandum. Three times without success. .

. I am initiating consultations in the framework of the Budapest Memorandum.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs was commissioned to convene them. If they do

not happen again or their results do not guarantee security for our country,

Ukraine will have every right to believe that the Budapest Memorandum is not

working and all the package decisions of 1994 are in doubt. . . 

I am initiating consultations in the framework of the Budapest Memorandum.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs was commissioned to convene them. If they do

not happen again or their results do not guarantee security for our

country, Ukraine will have every right to believe that the Budapest

Memorandum is not working and all the package decisions of 1994

are in doubt.”

Sanger’s Times article implies that it was a “conspiracy theory” that Zelensky was

calling for Ukraine to acquire nuclear weapons. Sanger was not ignorant of the

meaning of the Budapest Memorandum, rather he chose to deliberately ignore it

and misrepresented the facts. 

President Vladimir Putin, along with the majority of Russians, could not ignore

such a threat for a number of historical reasons that The New York Times and

ideologues such as Sanger have also chosen to ignore. It is important to list some

of those facts, since most Americans are unaware of them, as they have not been

reported in the Western mainstream media. Leaving parts of the story out turns

Putin into just a madman bent on conquest without any reason to intervene.

First, both the provinces of Donetsk and Lugansk in the Donbass region voted for

independence from Ukraine in 2014 in resistance to a U.S.-backed coup that

overthrew the elected president Viktor Yanukovych in February of that year. The

independence vote came just eight days after neo-Nazis burned dozens of ethnic

Russians alive in Odessa.  To crush their bid for independence, the new U.S.-

installed Ukrainian government then launched an “anti-terrorist” war against the

https://consortiumnews.com/2014/05/10/burning-ukraines-protesters-alive/
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provinces, with the assistance of the neo-Nazi Azov Battalion, which had taken

part in the coup. It is a war that is still going on eight years later, a war that Russia

has just entered. 

During these eight years, the Ukrainian Armed Forces and Azov have used

artillery, snipers and assassination teams to systematically butcher more than

5,000 people (another 8,000 were wounded) — mostly civilians — in the Donetsk

Peoples Republic, according to the leader of the DPR, who provided these figures

in a press conference recently. In the Luhansk People’s Republic, an additional

2,000 civilians were killed and 3,365 injured. The total number of people killed

and wounded in Donbass since 2014 is more than 18,000.

This has received at most superficial coverage by The New York Times; it has not

been covered by Western corporate media because it does not fit the official

Washington narrative that Ukraine is pursuing an “anti-terrorist operation” in its

unrelenting attacks on the people of Donbass.  For eight years the war instead has

been portrayed as a Russian “invasion,” well before Russia’s current intervention.

Likewise, The New York Times, in its overall coverage, chose not to report that the

Ukrainian forces had deployed half of its army, about 125,000 troops, to its

border with Donbass by the beginning of 2022. 

Anti Ukraine DPR Leader Holds Press ConferenAnti Ukraine DPR Leader Holds Press Conferen……

https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/tanzania/news/international/how-many-lives-has-the-war-in-donbass-taken--3724098
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjslRUf0SDU
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-ukraine-has-deployed-half-its-army-donbass-conflict-zone-2021-12-01/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjslRUf0SDU
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The importance of neo-Nazi Right Sektor politicians in the Ukraine

government and neo-Nazi militias (such as the Azov Battalion) to the Ukrainian

Armed Forces, also goes unreported in the mainstream corporate media.  The

Azov battalion flies Nazi flags; they have been trained by teams of U.S. military

advisers and praised on Facebook these days. In 2014, Azov was incorporated in

the Ukrainian National Guard under the direction of the Interior Ministry.

The Nazis killed something on the order of 27 million Soviets/Russians during

World War II (the U.S. lost 404,000). Russia has not forgotten and is extremely

sensitive to any threats and violence coming from neo-Nazis. Americans generally

do not understand what this means to Russians as the United States has never

been invaded.  

So, when the leader of Ukraine essentially threatens to obtain nuclear weapons,

this is most certainly considered to be an existential threat to Russia. That is why

Putin focused on this during his speech preceding the Russian invasion of

Ukraine. Sanger and The New York Times must discount a Ukrainian nuclear

threat; they can get away with doing so because they have systematically

omitted news pertaining to this for many years.

Sanger makes a very misleading statement when he writes, “Today Ukraine does

not even have the basic infrastructure to produce nuclear fuel.”

Ukraine is not interested in making nuclear fuel — which Ukraine

already purchases from the U.S. Ukraine has plenty of plutonium, which is

commonly used to make nuclear weapons today; eight years ago Ukraine held

more than 50 tons of plutonium in its spent fuel assemblies stored at its many

nuclear power plants (probably considerably more today, as the reactors have

continued to run and produce spent fuel). Once plutonium is

reprocessed/separated from spent nuclear fuel, it becomes weapons usable. Putin

noted that Ukraine already has missiles that could carry nuclear warheads, and

they certainly have scientists capable of developing reprocessing facilities and

building nuclear weapons.

In his Feb. 21 televised address, Putin said Ukraine still has the infrastructure

leftover from Soviet days to build a bomb. He said:

https://consortiumnews.com/2022/02/26/robert-parry-the-mess-that-nuland-made/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azov_Battalion
https://newcoldwar.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Azov-Battalion-neo-Nazis-Aug-2014-photo-Tom-Parfitt-Telegraph-2.jpg
https://adarapress.com/2022/02/27/ukraines-azov-battalion-has-received-teams-of-american-military-advisors-and-high-powered-us-made-weapons/
https://theintercept.com/2022/02/24/ukraine-facebook-azov-battalion-russia/
https://www.westinghousenuclear.com/sweden/om-oss/nyheter/view/westinghouse-significantly-expands-fuel-supply-in-ukraine-1
https://isis-online.org/uploads/isis-reports/documents/Civil_Plutonium_Stocks_Worldwide_November_16_2015_FINAL.pdf
https://www.riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/modern-day-censorship/president-putins-full-text-of-february-21-2022-speech-to-the-nation/
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“As we know, it has already been stated today that Ukraine intends to create its

own nuclear weapons, and this is not just bragging.

Ukraine has the nuclear technologies created back in the Soviet times and

delivery vehicles for such weapons, including aircraft, as well as the Soviet-

designed Tochka-U precision tactical missiles with a range of over 100

kilometers.

But they can do more; it is only a matter of time. They have had the

groundwork for this since the Soviet era.

In other words, acquiring tactical nuclear weapons will be much easier for

Ukraine than for some other states I am not going to mention here, which are

conducting such research, especially if Kiev receives foreign technological

support. We cannot rule this out either.

If Ukraine acquires weapons of mass destruction, the situation in the world and

in Europe will drastically change, especially for us, for Russia. We cannot but

react to this real danger, all the more so since let me repeat, Ukraine’s Western

patrons may help it acquire these weapons to create yet another threat to our

country.”

NATO-US Refuse Binding Nuclear Treaties

In his Times piece, Sanger states, “American officials have said repeatedly that

they have no plans to place nuclear weapons in Ukraine.”

But the U.S. and NATO have refused to sign legally binding treaties with Russia to

this effect. In reality, the U.S. has been making Ukraine a de facto member of

NATO, while training and supplying its military forces and conducting joint

exercises on Ukrainian territory. Why wouldn’t the U.S. place nuclear weapons in

Ukraine — they have already done so at military bases within the borders of five

other European members of NATO.  This in fact violates the spirit of the NPT,

another issue that Sanger avoids when he notes that Russia has demanded that

the U.S. remove nuclear weapons from the European NATO-member states.

https://fas.org/blogs/security/2021/10/steadfastnoon2021/
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For years the U.S. proclaimed that the Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) facilities it

was placing in Romania and Poland, on the Russian border, were to protect

against an “Iranian threat,” even though Iran had no nuclear weapons or missiles

that could reach the U.S. But the dual-use Mark 41 launching systems used in the

Aegis Ashore BMD facilities can be used to launch Tomahawk cruise missiles, and

will be fitted with SM-6 missiles that, if armed with nuclear warheads, could hit

Moscow in five-to-six minutes. Putin explicitly warned journalists about this

danger in 2016; Russia included the removal of the U.S. BMD facilities in

Romania and Poland in its draft treaties presented to the U.S. and NATO last

December. 

I wonder if Sanger has ever considered what the U.S. response would be if Russia

placed missile launching facilities on the Canadian or Mexican border? Would the

U.S. consider that a threat, would it demand that Russia remove them or else the

U.S. would use military means to do so?

30 Years Ago 

Sanger states that today Russia takes a “starkly different from the tone Moscow

was taking 30 years ago, when Russian nuclear scientists were being voluntarily

retrained to use their skills for peaceful purposes.”

Putin's Warning: FULL SPEECHPutin's Warning: FULL SPEECH

https://www.lockheedmartin.com/content/dam/lockheed-martin/rms/documents/naval-launchers-and-munitions/MK41-VLS-product-card.pdf
https://www.raytheonmissilesanddefense.com/what-we-do/missile-defense/interceptors/sm-6-missile
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqD8lIdIMRo
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/12/21/russias-draft-agreements-with-nato-and-the-united-states-intended-for-rejection/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqD8lIdIMRo
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Russians would reply that 30 years ago NATO had not moved to Russian borders

and was not flooding Ukraine with hundreds of tons of weapons and the U.S. had

not yet overthrown the government in Kiev to install an anti-Russian regime.

While the Times is still considered the U.S. “paper of record,” during the last few

decades it has devolved into the primary mouthpiece for the official narratives

coming from Washington.

There is a real danger to the nation when a free press is replaced with corporate

media that stifles and censors dissent. Rather than a free press, we now have a

Ministry of Propaganda that acts as an echo chamber for the latest diktats from

the White House. The systematic creation of false narratives by corporate media,

designed to serve the purposes of the federal government, have so misinformed

the American public about world events that we find the nation ready to go to war

with Russia. 

This is suicidal course for not only the U.S. and the EU, but for civilization as a

whole, because this would likely end in a nuclear war that will destroy all nations

and peoples.  

Steven Starr is the former director of the University of Missouri’s

Clinical Laboratory Science Program, and former board member of

Physicians for Social Responsibility.  His articles have been published

by the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Federation of American

Scientists and the Strategic Arms Reduction website of the Moscow

Institute of Physics and Technology. He maintains the Nuclear Famine

website.

The views expressed are solely those of the author and may or may not reflect

those of Consortium News.
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