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By Anonymous on Mon, 08/17/2020 - 21:40

Roman Protasevich is one of the key regime change operatives in the Belarusian color
revolution of 2020. His name appeared in the context of a Telegram channel called Nexta
that overnight was made the voice of the Belarusian opposition.

According to a Ukrainian article sympathizing with Protasevich's activities1:

Back in 2012, he was detained as an administrator of opposition groups on social
networks.

Protasevich was then a member of the Young Front, a center-right pro-European
organization that organized street activities against Lukashenko. And also fought for
the expansion of the use of the Belarusian language (to the detriment, of course, of
Russian).

He was a journalist for the Polish-Lithuanian-funded Euroradio, as well as Radio
Liberty.
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Logo of the Young Front
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https://en.wikipedia.org…
The nationalist, anti-communist and anti-Lukashenko "Young Front" (Малады Фронт,
Malady Front), founded in 1997, emerged out of the intensified 1996-1997 protests in
Belarus. It is officially registered in the Czech Republic. The Youth Front is known for its
provocative political agitation against Lukashenko, and encourages its members to do

https://www.foiaresearch.net/person/roman-protasevich
https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/Logo%20of%20the%20Young%20Front.jpg?itok=k_TpXXvu
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military training. For example, in 2015 a Youth Front  sports and patriotic club called
"Warrior" was inaugurated,2 offering training sessions with airsoft guns, according to a
Radio Liberty report (Belarusian: Radio Svaboda).3

Protasevich was part of the Maidan protests in Kiev 2013/2014, as a picture on Facebook
shows, where, clad in a Belarusian People's State flag, he is taking part in the destruction
of a Lenin statue.

Picture of Roman Protasevich during the Maidan protests 2013/2014, subtitled "Found
this old photo. Maidan, winter, head of Lenin."

Image Source

https://www.facebook.com/pr0tez/posts/16435297690…
Protasevich has a neo-Nazi and anti-communist background. He is a sympathizer of the
Pahonia Detachment4, a Belarusian militia that has fought alongside the neo-Nazi Azov
Battalion in Ukraine's post-Maidan civil war.5
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Roman Protasevich liked the Pahonia Detachment on Facebook.
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https://www.facebook.com/pr0tez/likes

Roman Protasevich as “Belarusian knight.”

Image Source

https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/2020-08-17%20Roman%20Protasevich%20likes%20Pahonia%20Detachment.png?itok=FaOsyY_8
https://www.facebook.com/pr0tez/likes
https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/2018-03-20%20Roman%20Protasevich%20Nexta.jpg?itok=pmd8ppwk


4/17

https://www.facebook.com/pr0tez/posts/15621858271…
The group describes itself as a “non-governmental organization that helps Belarusian
volunteers in Ukraine,” on Twitter.6

Facebook banner of the Pahonia Detachment.
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https://www.facebook.com/belpahonia/photos/a.1451…

Armed members of the Pahonia Detachment. The image subtitle says: "Retro photo,
2015."
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https://www.facebook.com/belpahonia/posts/2214661…

Picture posted by the Pahonia Detachment on April 4, 2018, on Facebook, subtitled: "On
the way to the front."
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https://www.facebook.com/belpahonia/posts/2214661885454227
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https://www.facebook.com/belpahonia/posts/2009749…

Members of the Pahonia Detachment. Note the Odinist tatooes on neck and face.

Image Source

https://www.facebook.com/belpahonia/photos/a.1453…

2017

In February and March 2017, Belarus was swept by a series of demonstrations
throughout the country, which Protasevich eagerly "documented," always just a step away
from the neo-Nazi black block.

On March 4 he took part at the installment of a temporary nationalist memorial, going
along with a symbolic book burning.

https://www.facebook.com/belpahonia/posts/2009749322612152
https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/2017-04-14%20Pahonia%20Detachment.jpg?itok=oR6qNrKx
https://www.facebook.com/belpahonia/photos/a.1453176854936071/1845181239068962/?type=3
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Picture by Roman Protasevich showing Zmitser Dashkevich holding a speech in front of
the temporary nationalist memorial.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=122245182…

Book burning in front of the temporary nationalist memorial.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=122245527…
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Picture by Roman Protasevich showing the temporary nationalist memorial.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=122245540…
One day later, he appeared amidst the black block of a demonstration in Brest, Belarus.

Roman Protasevich among the Black Block of a demonstration in Brest, Belarus, on
March 5, 2017.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=122176685…
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Roman Protasevich among Black Block during the Brest demonstration.

Image Source

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=122176793…
On March 10, 2017, Protasevich took part in a demonstration, where again he was right
in the middle of the neo-Nazi black block. He posted pictures that show a man wearing a
balaklava sporting the Coat of Arms of the Belarusian People's Republic (1918-1919), as
well as a Thor Steinar jacket, a brand favored by neo-Nazis.

https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/2017-03-05%20Roman%20Protasevich%20among%20Black%20Block%20in%20Brest%20demonstration.jpg?itok=jrDOcblI
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1221767931209934&set=a.1221765227876871&type=3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarusian_People's_Republic
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Picture by Roman Protasevich from a neo-Nazi rally in March 2017. Note the Thor Steinar
jacket, a brand favored by neo-Nazis.

Image Source

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?
fbid=1228342000552527&set=a.318905844829485&…
On March 28, 2017, the Committee to Protect Journalists reported that Protasevich was
detained on charges of hoolianism for 10 days shortly before.7

According to his Facebook page, Protasevich moved to Prague, Czech Republic, on
December 1, 2017.8

2018

On April 12, 2018, he arrived in Warsaw, Poland.9 On April 20, 2018, he flew via Brussels
to Washington.10 On April 23, 2018, he posted a picture with the subtitle "The most
important week in my life begins."11 The same day he posted a picture of himself inside
the US State Department, stating "Never had so many important and interesting
encounters in my life. Tired but very pleased."12 In DC he met with fellow regime change
swamp creature, the Ukrainian-American Gleb Zhavoronkov.13

https://www.foiaresearch.net/media/image/2017-03-10-roman-protasevichjpg
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1228342000552527&set=a.318905844829485&type=3
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Picture of Roman Protasevich inside the State Department on April 23, 2018.

Image Source

https://www.facebook.com/pr0tez/posts/15950659105…

Picture of Gleb Zhavoronkov by Roman Protasevich

Image Source

https://www.facebook.com/pr0tez/posts/15987257635…
From Washington he flew via Brussels to Prague on May 7, 2018.14 On May 31, 2018,
he continued his journey from Prague to Minsk, Belarus.15 From Minsk, he traveled on to
Kyiv, Ukraine, on June 15, 2018.16

https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/2018-04-23%20Roman%20Protasevich%20State%20Department.jpg?itok=e56g19X4
https://www.facebook.com/pr0tez/posts/1595065910546799
https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/2018-04-27%20Roman%20Petrasovich%20with%20Gleb%20Zhavoronkov.jpg?itok=a4adlcGQ
https://www.facebook.com/pr0tez/posts/1598725763514147
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According to his Facebook page, he started working for the USAID-supported radio in
Belarus Euroradio.fm on August 31, 2018.17

Entities supporting Euroradio.fm, the former employer of Nexta's Roman Protasevich,
including USAID and the Polish Solidarnosc Foundation.

Image Source

http://euroradio.fm

2019

According to his Facebook page, Protasevich left his job with Euroradio on December 1,
2019.18

2020

In February 2020, Protasevich announced his new job as future editor of the Nexta
Telegram network on the Polish-Belarusian channel Belsat: "In 10 minutes live on Belsat I
will talk about the first media in Belarus of the 21th century as the future editor-in-chief of
Nexta."19 He confirmed his new stint with a status message on Facebook, stating that he
started working for Nexta in Warsaw, Poland, on March 19, 2020.17

If one is to believe the BBC, Nexta has started out as a anti-Lukashenko YouTube
channel created by a Belarusian teenager, Stepan Putila, also known under the moniker
Stepan Svetlov, in 2015.20 According to Strana.ua: "In Belarus, the channel became
famous for inside information from the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the republic. It did not
disclose the sources of its information."1 While in the course of the August protests in
Belarus the independent Belarusian news landscape was practically shut down, only
Nexta managed to continually publish reports from inside the country. As the BBC wrote,
“the popular Telegram messaging app called Nexta ... has managed to bypass many of
the restrictions.” The answer why Nexta succeeded where others failed, may be that the
hitherto practically unknown channel is not a local grassroots effort, but operates out of
neighboring Poland, where both, Protasevich and Putila currently reside.

Protasevich's partner at Nexta, Stepan Putila, aka Svetlov, has "... worked for ... Belsat
(his father also works there as a sports commentator), which is based in Warsaw and is
funded by the Polish Foreign Ministry."1 The channel's website says21:

https://www.foiaresearch.net/media/image/entities-supporting-euroradiofmjpg
http://euroradio.fm/
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Formally, the creation of the TV channel was the result of an agreement signed in
2007 between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland and Polish TV. The
agreement provides for long-term cooperation and financing of the Belsat TV
channel.

Belsat's motivations are more than shady. In 2015, an article that appeared on the
channel encouraged people to join as volunteers on the side of Ukraine in the war with
the "Novorussiya" states, including a contact email address and phone number.22 The
station does regularly give a platform to Belarusian nationalists and neo-Nazis as well.

Facebook post by Ales Karnyienka showing Yanechak Yasav on Belsat. Notice the
Odinist tatooes and Thor's hammer around his neck.

Image Source

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=102204354…

https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/2019-11-10%20Facebook%20post%20by%20Ales%20Karnyienka%20showing%20Yanechak%20Yasav%20on%20Belsat.jpg?itok=ETJOiKeb
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10220435433219835&set=a.10211360838800646&type=3
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Stepan Putila of Nexta interviewing the Belarusian nationalist Ales Karniyenko for Belsat
TV, who, like Putila, spurs on the Belarusian color revolution from Poland.

Image Source

https://www.facebook.com/aleskarniyenka/posts/102…

2021

Politico reported that on May 23, 2021, Protasevich had boarded a Ryanair flight from
Athens, Greece, to Vilnius, Lithuania, but when the plane entered Belarusian airspace it
was intercepted and ordered to land in Minsk, where Protasevich was arrested.23 The
article dubs Protasevich a journalist, not an extremist, as a Belarusian court had rightfully
ruled in 2020 in regards to Nexta hirelings. No mention of what Protasevich may have
actually done in Athens, or intended to do in Vilnius. His presence in Greece roughly
coincided with a visit of the Western-backed regime change leader in exile, Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya, with the President of Greece, Katerina Sakellaropoulou,24 and US
Ambassador to Greece, Geoffrey Pyatt.25 According to Protasevich's Twitter account,
during Tsikhanouskaya's stay in Athens he worked as her photographer, and took pictures
of her in different settings.26

https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2020-08/2019-03-23%20Stepan%20Putila%20interviewing%20neo-Nazi%20Ales%20Karniyenka%20for%20Belsat.jpg?itok=uWzycrs9
https://www.facebook.com/aleskarniyenka/posts/10218445358309206
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Twitter post by Roman Protasevich from May 16, 2021, where he says he worked as
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya's photographer during her stay in Athens.

Image Source

https://twitter.com/pr0tez/status/139388778378207…
To clarify: FOIA Research does not endorse intercepting airplanes in mid-air, unless there
is an acute danger emanating from the person or cargo in question, something which
seems difficult to assess in this case. However, this does not change the fact that
Protasevich is a neo-Nazi-affine Western-backed regime change activist. Nor that the EU
is clearly applying double-standards in this case, if one just recalls the incident of Bolivia's
president Evo Morales being forced to land in Austria, on the phoney grounds that he
seemed inclined to grant asylum to Edward Snowden.

https://www.foiaresearch.net/sites/default/files/styles/body_large/public/2021-05/2021-05-16%20Twitter%20post%20by%20Roman%20Protasevich.png?itok=TJ-R8wNt
https://twitter.com/pr0tez/status/1393887783782072321
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evo_Morales_grounding_incident
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