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Transcript released of purported
German discussion on attacking
Crimean Bridge
The text in Russian has been published by
RT editor-in-chief Margarita Simonyan,
hours after she reported receiving the
recording

FILE PHOTO: Crimean Bridge. ©  Sputnik / Konstantin Mikhalchevsky

The full text of what is claimed to be a discussion by
senior German military o�icers on how to attack the
Crimean Bridge in Russia was published by RT editor-
in-chief Margarita Simonyan on Friday. She reported
that Russian security o�icials had leaked the recording
hours earlier and has pledged to release the original
audio shortly.
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Simonyan identi�ed the o�icers as General Ingo
Gerhartz, the German Air Force commander, and senior
leaders responsible for mission planning. The alleged
conversation took place on February 19, according to
the source of the leak.

The transcript reveals the o�icials discussed the
e�iciency of the Franco-British cruise missile called
Storm Shadow by the UK and SCALP by France. Both
nations donated some of their stockpile to Ukraine.

Kiev has called on Germany to provide some of its
Taurus missiles. The o�icers in the leaked recording
debate whether the weapon system was adequate for
hitting the Crimean Bridge in Russia, which connects
eastern Crimea to Krasnodar Region across the Kerch
Strait.

According to the
transcript, the
o�icers discussed
how a successful
attack on a key
piece of Russian
infrastructure would
require additional
satellite data,
possible deployment
of missiles from
French Dassault
Rafale �ghter jets,
and at least a month
of preparation.

One participant observed that due to the size of the
bridge, which is the longest in Europe, even 20 missiles
may not be enough to cause signi�cant damage. It is
comparable to a runway in that regard, he noted.

”They want to destroy the bridge… because it has not
only military strategic importance, but also political
signi�cance,” Gerhartz is quoted as saying, apparently
referring to o�icials in Kiev. “It would be concerning if
we have direct connection with the Ukrainian armed
forces.”
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The o�icers went on to discuss how close the German
military should be working on the proposed operation
so as not to cross the ‘red line’ of being involved
directly. Secretly training Ukrainians in the use of
German weapons and helping them plan the operation
were deemed acceptable. Concerns about the press
learning about such cooperation were also raised, the
transcript reveals.

Senior o�icials in
Berlin have
repeatedly made
public statements
explaining their
reservations about
sending Taurus
missiles to Ukraine.
Chancellor Olaf
Scholz said this
week that the
Germany’s military
cannot do for
Ukraine what “was

done on the part of the British and French in terms of
target-control and target-control assistance.” The
remark was rebuked by London and Paris, for allegedly
distracting public attention from German unwillingness
to donate arms to Kiev.

According to the released text, a large segment of the
conversation was about practical aspects of preparing
Kiev’s forces for deploying Taurus missiles, from
training its military personnel, to adapting hardpoints of
Ukrainian military jets for Berlin's weapons, to providing
technical support remotely via a safe link. The o�icers
were concerned that speeding up the proposed
handover may result in civilians being killed “again” in a
weapons mishap.

When assessing the intelligence necessary for targeting
the missiles, Gerhartz allegedly mused that, to provide
such information, there are plenty of “people in civilian
clothes with American accents” in Kiev that would cover
up for the Germans.

Read more: German lawmakers
vote down Taurus missiles for
Ukraine

Gagarin to Gaganyaan:
India’s Russia-trained
astronauts are gearing to
lifto� for the giant’s �rst
manned space mission

FEATURE

‘Art knows no
boundaries’: Will Western
audiences see the new
Russian blockbuster?

FEATURE

Podcasts All podcasts

Assange awaits his fate

0:00 26:37

Israel lives o� US umbilical
cord, Biden could enforce a
Gaza cease�re immediately –
Said Arikat

0:00 27:27

https://www.rt.com/news/593358-german-scholz-criticized-uk-ukraine-presence/
https://www.rt.com/news/593155-cia-spy-network-ukraine-russia/
https://www.rt.com/news/590839-bundestag-taurus-missiles-ukraine/
https://www.rt.com/india/593459-gagarin-to-gaganyaan-indian-astronauts/
https://www.rt.com/india/593459-gagarin-to-gaganyaan-indian-astronauts/
https://www.rt.com/india/593459-gagarin-to-gaganyaan-indian-astronauts/
https://www.rt.com/india/593459-gagarin-to-gaganyaan-indian-astronauts/
https://www.rt.com/india/593459-gagarin-to-gaganyaan-indian-astronauts/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/593438-western-audiences-russian-blockbuster-air/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/593438-western-audiences-russian-blockbuster-air/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/593438-western-audiences-russian-blockbuster-air/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/593438-western-audiences-russian-blockbuster-air/
https://www.rt.com/podcasts/
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2024.03/65e2f72285f540526d7aa798.mp3
https://mf.b37mrtl.ru/files/2024.03/65e2f1392030276ec93fcc83.mp3


You can share this story on social media:

العربیة ESP РУС DE FR RS

RTEXCLUSIVE

Crimean Bridge, Germany, Russia, Ukraine

of the Future
n! Follow RT's
erage.

Miss Ukraine rages at
Russian beauty pageant
winner (PHOTOS)

France conside
placing Specia
Ukraine – Le M

aunches
on into leaked
ridge attack

Moscow reacts to
Pentagon’s warning of
direct Russia-NATO clash

Pentagon warn
Russia-NATO c

https://t.me/rtnews
https://t.me/rtnews
https://arabic.rt.com/
https://actualidad.rt.com/
https://russian.rt.com/
https://de.rt.com/
https://francais.rt.com/
https://rt.rs/
https://russian.rt.com/inotv
https://rtd.rt.com/
https://www.rbth.com/
https://ruptly.tv/
https://academy.rt.com/
https://t.me/rtnews
https://twitter.com/RT_com
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://rumble.com/c/RTNews
https://odysee.com/@RT:fd
https://www.rt.com/tags/rt-exclusive/
https://www.rt.com/trends/crimean-bridge-news-russia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/germany-news-eu-economy/
https://www.rt.com/trends/russia-news-moscow-eurasia/
https://www.rt.com/trends/ukraine-news-kiev-europe/
https://vk.com/rt_international
https://kazan2024.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/593519-ukraine-miss-europe-russia
https://www.rt.com/russia/593564-france-troops-ukraine-media
https://www.rt.com/news/593569-germany-crimea-leak-probe
https://www.rt.com/news/593489-austin-nato-ukraine-zakharova
https://www.rt.com/news/593471-nato-fight-russia-austin


RT News App

News

Russia & Former Soviet

Union

Business

Africa

India

RT Features

Analysis

Opinion

Entertainment

Shows

Projects

Live

Applications

Where to watch

Schedule

Sponsored content

Terms of Use

Privacy policy

About RT

RT Promo: Hall of Fame

Contact info

Feedback & Complaints

Vacancies

© Autonomous Nonpro�t Organization “TV-Novosti”, 2005–2024. All rights reserved.

https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/news/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/russia/
https://www.rt.com/business/
https://www.rt.com/africa/
https://www.rt.com/india/
https://www.rt.com/tags/feature/
https://www.rt.com/tags/analysis/
https://www.rt.com/tags/op-ed/
https://www.rt.com/pop-culture/
https://www.rt.com/shows/
https://www.rt.com/projects/
https://www.rt.com/on-air/
https://www.rt.com/applications/
https://www.rt.com/where-to-watch/
https://www.rt.com/schedule/
https://www.rt.com/sponsored-content/
https://www.rt.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.rt.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.rt.com/about-us/
https://www.rt.com/rt-promo-2022-en/
https://www.rt.com/about-us/contact-info/
mailto:feedback@rttv.ru
https://www.rt.com/about-us/vacancies/
https://www.rt.com/
https://www.rt.com/

