CATHERINE [ MANIFESTO ON ACCESSION OF CRIMEA
PENINSULA, TAMAN ISLAND AND KUBAN REGION TO THE
RUSSIAN EMPIRE ADOPTED

19 April 1783

On April 8 (19), 1783 the Empress Catherine the Great signed the Manifesto on annexation to the Russian state
of Crimea peninsula and creation of Taurida region governed by prince GA Potyomkin who was conferred the
title of Taurida for his service. The Manifesto was a logical result of the century long struggle of Russia in order
to return its primordial lands and secure access to the Black Sea.

After the victories of Field Marshal General, count PA Rumyantsev-Zadunaisky in the second Russo-Turkish war
of 1768-1774, Russia and Turkey concluded the Treaty of Kucuk Kaynarca. Under the Treaty Russia received the
territory between Bug and Dnepr as well as Kerch, Enikale and Kinburn fortresses. Russia managed to obtain
access to the Black Sea and confirm its rights for the territory of Kabarda, Azov and the nearby lands conquered
by Peter I. The Crimea Khanate separated itself from the Ottoman Empire and declared its independence.
However Turkey having acknowledged its independence was preparing for a new struggle for these territories.

The Empress charged GA Potyomkin with the task of providing the security of the Russian southern borders
and developing the newly acquired lands. In the end of 1782 Potyomkin, considering the advantages of Crimea
annexation to Russia, wrote to Catherine II: 'The position of Crimea interferes into our borders... You must raise
the glory of Russia... Crimea acquisition cannot strengthen You or enrich but will give You peace and calm'. Soon
after that Catherine Il issued the Manifesto on Crimea annexation. The document promised to the Crimea
citizens to 'treat them as well as our innate subjects, defend and protect their personality, property, cathedrals
and inborn faith...".

After the Russian administration settlement in Crimea in 1783 the slave trade was abolished and the state
government of the European type started to develop. The government moved here the state peasants from the
central and Ukrainian lands. Gradually large landed properties concentrated in the North-Western Crimea. GA
Potyomkin sent for the English and French specialists for arrangement of gardens and parks. He himself wrote
a special instruction for Agriculture and Housekeeping Office in Crimea. Based on the 'Decree on provinces' of
1775 GA Potyomkin created a specific system of management with involvement of local multiethnic population
which contributed to the implementing the government policy on the settlement and economic development
of Crimea peninsula.

Crimea annexation to Russia had a great progressive importance: economy, culture and trade started to
develop promptly, the great massif of rich Crimea territories. During a short period of time in the territories
near the Black Sea new ports and cities appeared. The Russian Navy asserted itself at the Black Sea.
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