By Tim Shipman
Defence Correspondent

OUT OF THIS WORLD: Has E.T. finally phoned home? Don't call us

HAVE the little green men invad-
zd Brit:  ret? The public would
ike to k].AUVV.

And are there meathalls still for tea
n the Royal Navy? We think we
ihould be told.

These are the thorny issues that
he brass hats at the Ministry of
Jefence- are having to juggle with
hanks to new freedom of information
egislation,

Curious Britons really want to
mow if E.T. has finally phoned home,

One little girl asked: “Have we
lone any experiments with aliens?
lave aliens actually landed on
Larth? There are thousands of ques-
ions 1 could ask but what I really
vant to know is are there extra-
errestrials on this planet? Please,
ilease, please could you tell me if
here are photos? Because I really
ieed to know. I
ROMISE to keep
. a secret.”

Another member
f the public asked
or details of the
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MoD is hit by
a fusillade of
mad questions

find out the correct procedure for
royal parades.

The MoD receives more freedom of
information requests than any other
Government department, around 300
each month, but many of them can-
not be answered because of exemp-
tions in the law where national secu-
rity is at stake.

Officials are keen to point out, how-
ever, that. they have gone out of their
way to be helpful to members of the
public where possible.

An MoD spokeswoman said: “One

_ of the most popular.requests is to ask
e T s
‘The meatballs
were scrummy’

about alien life but
we have to disap-
point people. The
success of the cur-
ried meatballs dem-
onstrates our com-

foD’s policy on
bduction by extraterrestrials. -The
fficial answer: “We have had nothing

3 do with aliens.” So now you know.

One couple who used to work for
he Navy were so fond of the taste of
wrried meatballs that they wrote in
3 ask for the recipe.

A long-serving chef was charged
rith dredging out the old recipe and
ow Jan and Tony Rickard are again
njoying their old favourites. ‘

Jan, 61, from Carshalton, south
ondon, said: “The meatballs were
bsolutely serummy The MoD has
eally come up trumps to track down
1e recipe. They went to tremendous

Others have used the Freedom of
aformation Act, designed to wheedle
ut the secrets of government, to ask
ir vehicle operating manuals and to

mitment to going
‘ the exira mile to
answer as many requests as we can.”
Other oddball requests include:
®Could you please tell me whether
the warships are moored and the
Queen goes past them or whether the
warships parade past the Queen?
®Which kind of tea is drunk by the
Ministry of Defence?
®Do you know where I could get a
workshop manual for a Reynolds
Boughton RB44 truck as I'm doing a
trip from Sweden to Cape Town?
®1 own a Green Goddess fire engine.
I am interested in tracing her history.
Can you help?
®Could I have a photocopy of the new
Pulsar aircrew issue Chronograph
watch?
®Is it possible to buy recipe books
from the Army?
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Can you tell me
if any aliens are
here? I promise
to keep it secret

WE’'LL NEVER FO
THE FORG(

" As victory over Eurcpe was celebrated ~ another battle, just as ferocious, just as deadly
was still being fought in the Far East.

Hundreds of thousands of our fellow countrymen were killed, wounded or captured before
victory was finally assured...and we will never, ever forget them or the sacrifices they made.

Today,- we are here for them and all the ex-Service community, who have fallen on
hard times.

If you or your family are ex-Service
and have fallen on hard times
please call 0800 168 202. if you
would like to make a donation
please call 0845 845 1945, or visit
www.victorythanks.org

The 60th Anniversary of VJ Day

Kisl
MATION'S
EHGLGEST
THAMK YO

145

The Royal British Legion. Always on active service. www.viclorythanks.org 0845 845 1945
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break the Ilmlt

IT WAS all too much for the poor
motorist caught by a speed camera.
“The prospect of three penalty points
in his licence and a £60 fine called
for an inventive excuse.
‘1 passed out after seeing flashing
lights in the distance, which I
believed to be UFOs,’ he said in a
' letter of appeal to officials. “The
flash of the camera brought me
round from my trance.” Aliens are
| not the only bizarre excuse offered
by desperate drivers hoping to get
- off the hook. One man blamed his
dymg hamster, which he was rushing
"to a vet. Another claimed to be
' taking a friend’s severed fingers to
hospital, said Northumbria Safety
- Camera Partnershlp, which monitors
. speed cameras ini the North East.

L —

;'_

Thursday, January 19, 2006 anu

ay, August 1., 2004 ;

| ‘Atien wreck g;\
found in Siber _f

THE wreckage of an alien space
craft has been discovered at the site
of an unexplamed explosion that
took place in Siberia nearly a century
ago, Russian scientists claim.

The team also says it has found a
rock weighing 50kg which has been
sent for analysis, according to the
respected Interfax news agency.

: Researchers, working for the
publicly-funded Tunguska Space
Phenomenon group, believe the alien
craft crashed on June 30, 1908.

Until now, the blast, which
devastated 2,000sq km of remote
forest, was blamed on a meteorite
impact near the Tunguska river.

The scientists hope the evidence

will help solve the mystery of what
happened that day by the time of the
centenary of the blast, in four years.
The site was first researched

in 1927, but no signs of an alien
craft were reported then.

:ocked’ by
ade on jet

Alrways flight from Abu Dhabi to.
Heathrow.

Roberts told jurors he was first given
‘Seroxat on the tenth anniversary of a
'Chinook helicopter crash which killed 29
military personnel in Scotland in 1994,
“~cluding some of his friends. _

ir chemist Prof Robert Forrest
J don’t believe the alcohol
™is behaviour unless
oon,’
~On an air-
~vth

“~=ory loss: Roberts

Ulysses is mosi,

valuable book ™~
A RARE first edition of Ulysses by
James Joyce has been named the most
valuable work of 20th-century fiction.
A signed 1922 copy of the novel is

~worth £100,000, according to Book
L& Magazine Collector magazine.

Second on its list is a 1902 copy of

~Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound

Of The Baskervilles, worth £80,000.
Aliens ‘visiting

| millennium tower’

REPORTED sightings of alien craft
have brought tourists and UFQ
watchers flocking to a millennium
tower. Residents claim to have seen
a cigar-shaped flashing object .
hoverlng over the Spinnaker Tower '
in Portsmouth. UFO spotters believe
the 170m building is attracting
attention from alien life.
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What is the truth about
Bntam s qreatest

Atk

l'n

by Nick Pope

S

""\K \/’ 7(

Former British Govemment UFQ Project leader

former

Minister made an

emgmatw ‘comment

‘that seemed to con-
W firm the reality of

Bntalns most .

UFO incident. The remark

‘hinted at darker - secrets

and led to much debate
among conspiracy theo-

rists. The politician was.

Baroness Thatcher and the

implications of what she

said are extraordinary.

The comment was made at a
charity function. Tondon-based
socialite and author Georgina
Bruni had been researching the

Rendlesham Forest UFO inci-

dent, fascinated by hints
dropped by diplomatic, military
and political friends. Scept.lcal
‘about the subject of UFQOs, she
thought it was awash - with
cultists and crackpots.

But Rendlesham was d11‘1”erent
so, when she met Baroness
Thatcher at a dinner, Bruni put

- N MAY 21, 1997, a
Prime’

famous

the former PM on the spot. Was

_there any truth to the rumours
about what happened in
Suffolk’s Rendlesham Forest?
What did the Government really
know about UFQOs? Was it a seri-
ous issue or just pie in the sky?

Bruni was expecting a
bland dismissal of the story.
The official Ministry of
Defence position was that no
evidence existed to suggest
UFOs were extraterrestrial in
origin. Then the former
PM dropped her bombshell,
“UFOs?” she said. “You can’t
tell the people.”

Bruni was astounded and
pressed her point. What did
she mean? Baroness
Thatcher calmly repeated
her remark, before departing.

From 1991 to 1994, I ran the
Government’s UFO Project,
based at the Ministry of
Defence, and Bruni had inter-
viewed me in the course of
her research. Still aston-
ished, she called me at 2am
to tell me what had hap-
pened. I quickly grasped its sig-

mﬁcance I went tomy study and
began to make notes, all the time
quizzing Georgina about every
nuance of her brief encounter
with the former PM.

If you take all the thousands of
UFO sightings investigated by
the MoD over the years, the
Rendlesham Forest incident
stood out. We could not ignore it,
despite our best efforts to find.
some conventional explanation.
This case was the Holy Grail and .
Baroness Thatcher’s remark put
the events into a new light.

A0 WHAT actually hap-
idpened at Rendlesham
£ Forest and what makes the

event the UK'’s strangest UFO

encounter? As we approach its
25th anniversary, it’s time o re-
open the Mol)’s spookiest X-File.:

Late on Christmas night, 1980,
and early on Boxing Day, strange
lights were seen in the forest.

This might not sound particularly

significant. When I was running
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the UFO Project I used to receive
up to 300 reports of sightmgs
each year.' -

Most could be explained as

-'rmsuientlﬁcatlons of - aircraft

hghts meteors or weather bal-
loons, What made this sighting

remarkable was the fact that the -
witnesses were United States

Air Force personnel based at

‘RAF Bentwaters and RAF-
‘Woodbridge in Suffolk.

'Rendlesham Forest lies be-

tween the bases and, as the Cold

War was still decldedly frosty, a
UFO sighting at two of the
nation’s most sensitive military
sﬂ:es was bound to be of interest.

‘Early on December 26, duty
personnel reported hghts SO
bright they feared an aircraft had
crashed. They obtained permis-
sion to go off- base to investigate.
But -they didn’t find a crashed
aircraft - they found a UFO.

. The three-man patrol from the
Blst Security Police- Squadron -
Jim Penniston, John Burroughs
and Ed Cabansag - saw.a small,
metallic craft moving through
the trees. .- -

At .one point, it appeared to
land in a small clearing. They
approached cautiously and
Penniston got closeé enough to

see strange markings on the side,
which he likened to Egyptlan‘

hieroglyphs. He made some
rapid sketches in his riotebook. It
touched down for only moments
and then departed. : -

Later, because of the compli-
cated legal and jurisdictional
position of US Air Force bases in

the UK, police from Suffolk Con-
stabulary. were called to the
apparent landing site. They con-
ducted a brief but inconclusive
examination.

Three indentations were visi-
ble in the clearing and, when
mapped, they formed the shape
of an equilateral triangle. A
Geiger counter was used to
check the site and the readings
peaked markedly in the depres-
sions where the object — possibly

on legs of some sort - had come

to Earth.

News of the UFO encounter
came to the attention of the
Deputy Base Commander; Lieut-
enant Colonel Charles Halt.. He
was sceptical, but had the wit-
nesses write up official reports,
including sketches of what they
had seen.

The following evening, Halt
was at a function when a young
airman. burst in and ran up to
him. “Sir,” he stammered, “It's
back.” Halt looked confused.
“What?” he retorted. “What’s
back?” “The UFOQ, 31r the UFO’s

back.”

Halt gathered together a small
team and wenf out into the for-
est. to investigate. He subse-
quently stated that he had no
expectation of seeing. anythmg
and- that, his. intention was- to
“debunk” the whole affair. But he
didn’t” do so because he tao
encountered the UFO, becoming
one of the highest rankmg mili~
tary officers to go on the record
about such a sighting. : '

As he and his men tracked the
UFO, their radios began to mal-
funcfion and powerful - lamps-
taken to illuminate the forest
mysterlously began to cut out.”
But a hand-held tape recorder:
the colonel took to document his.
mvestlgatlon did not malftmctmn .

L et

'~ HE TAPE recording still
survives: and one can hiear
the rising tension in Halt’s
voice and the voices of his men
as the UFO approaches... . -
“I see it too...it’s back agam
it’s coming thls way... there’s no.
doubt about it... this is weird:.. it
looks like an eye wmkmg at you...’
it almost burns your eyes... he’s
commg toward us’ NOW... oW
we're observmg what appears fo
be a beam coming down to the
ground .. one object still hover-
ing over Woodbridge base. s
beaming down.” :
At one. point the tensmn m.;
their voices almost seems to:
become panic as the UFQ makes
a close approach and fires light
beams down on Halt and his
men. '

"Halt Wrote an ofﬁcxal__
report of the “inecident:-
Although somewhat innoeu--
ously entitled Unexplained’
Lights, it described the first
night’s UFO as being “metal-
lic in appearance-and trian-
gular in shape... a pulsing
red light on top: and a bank
of blue lights underneath...
the animals on a nearby farm
went into a frenzy”. -

- He went on to detail the
radiation readings taken
from the landing site and set
out the details of his own
sighting,

The report was sent to
the section of the Ministry of
Defence where, a little over
10 years later, I spent three
years researching and inves-

tigating U¥FQO sightings. It went
to my predecessors, who began
an investigation, but they were
hampered by a mistake that was
to have dire consequences.

For whatever reason - and it
may have been nothing more

than a typographical error -
Charles Halt’s report gave incor-
rect dates for the incident. So
when the MoD checked the
radar tapes, they were lookmg at
the wrong days.

Radar evidence is a ecritical
part of any UFO investigation. .
Many spectacular UFO sightings
over the years have been corre-
lated by radar MoD files detail
several such cases, including
ones where RAF- pﬂots encoun-
tered UFOs and gave chase.
Unsuccessfully, I might add.

In the absence of any radar
data that might confirm the,
presence of the Rendlesham'
Forest UFOs, the investigation
petered oit. Yet as I was to dis-
cover years later the - UFO had
been tracked after all. - .

I spoke to a former RAF radar '.
operator called Nigel - Kert - He
had been stationed- at RAF
Watton in Norfolk at Chiristmas:
1980 and took a call from RAF-
Bentwaters asking if there was-
-anything unusual . on' his: radar-
screen. For three or four sweeps

something did show up directly
over the base, but it faded away
and no official report was ever
made. It was only years later that
Kerr heard of the Rendlesham
Forest incident and realised he
might have a missing piece of the
puzzle.

In the apparent absence of radar
data to verify the presence of the
UFO, arguably the most critical
piece of evidence was never fol-
lowed up. The Defence Intelligence
Staff had assessed the radiation
readings taken at the landing site
and judged fhem “significantly
higher than the average back-
ground”. In fact, they were about
seven times what would have been
expected.

So what are we to make of all
this? UFQ believers are convinced
the sightings involved an extra-
terrestrial spacecraft. They still
hold sky waftches in the forest and
claim to see UFQOs regularly.

The sceptical theories are almost
as bizarre, with suggestions that
the highly tramed military witness-

es actually saw the lights of a police
car, or the beam from the local
lighthouse. “Lighthouses don’t fly,”
Charles Halt said, incredulously.
More rational sceptical theories
include the testing of a prototype
aircraft, but the bottom line is that,
while there are things being
developed you won’t see at the
Farnborough Air Show for 10 or 135
years, we know where we fly our
own hardware, The “black pro-
jects” theory doesn’t hold up.
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the testimony of the witnesses
themselves, we are no nearer to
OL HALT'S evidence was K Forst. [ P onse o
obtained by erican : i : _
¥ researchers in 1983, under Soﬁj:wtfgggh g sl . Ul BHETE.
the Freedom of Information Act. o i i 7
But it was not until 2001 that ‘ '
the rest. of the file came to light,
including most of the details we
now know.. : ‘
Georgina ‘Bruni had requested
several documents on the incident
under the Code of Practice on
Access to Government Information
-~ the forerunner to Britain’s
Freedom of Information Act. She
‘had also enlisted the help of former
Chief of the Defence Staff Lord Hill-
‘Norton - himself a firm believer in

UFOs.

. Despite the cla.imi: of conigizaagy !
theorists, the MoD is committed to 0

open government and was happy ENREE w —

N e R T R LAl SYMBOLS: American airman Sgt )
viegveg I'Fh erﬁirsty grghtg? tMog -:‘lm Penniston made sketches of
website. The MoD and the National [EELTIMERRTTTRY ; : g
Archives are bombarded with RS it ,hg. 2ay on the craft
‘requests about UFOs but have a
- rolling programme of disclosure.
" These are the real X-Files and they
" gre being released.

.. As the 25th anniversary of this
UFO encounter approaches, there
“is great interest in the incident.
"Enthusiasts are planning an anni-
- versary vigil: The Forestry Comm-
‘ission — which has created a UFO
"Prail in the forest - is planning an
" ‘event. Several television documen-
_taries are being made and there’s

even talk of a Hollywood movie.
But despite the wealth of docu-
mentation to have emerged and
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Aboutls | Adinfo

he rest of us, this is scary fun and suspenseful dramedy.
‘‘‘‘‘‘ : el OCD. 15, 2005

: By Barry Garron
i 9-10 p.m. Friday, Sept. 16
| CBS

SUBMIT A REVIEW b

AEAD READER REVIEWS b

| Odd things happen when aliens invade.
People exposed to eerie music go nuts

and become zombies. Brain waves are

altered. And just about everything from

cockroaches to radar screens end up

| dancing to some sort of pinwheel

. pattern. What does it mean? Mainly that, in this version of Planet

. Earth Meets the Space Huns, the sober taste of terror and sci-fi

| has been sweetened with a dash of comic book excess and campy

. humor. Sci-fi purists might find it the taste of CBS' "Threshold"

' disconcerting, but for the rest of us, this is scary fun and

| suspenseful dramedy. Also, it comes as close to actual tactical

. government response as "The Love Boat" was to a real cruise ship

. operation.

Bottom line: What good is
an alien invasion if you
can't have some fun with
Earth's defenders?

The opening scenes of the double-episode premiere show a Navy
crew in the Atlantic quickly decimated by a UFQO that looks like
some sort of Christmas ornament screensaver. In response, the
U.S. calls on Dr. Meolly Anne Caffrey (TV sweetheart Carla Gugino),
who has made a living drafting contingency plans for various end-
of-the-world scenarios. Now that this is a distinct possibility, she
gets to assemble the eccentric team she proposed in her
Threshold plan.

National Security Adviser ].T. Baylock (Charles S. Dutton) tells
her, "You've just become the most important person on the
planet." And she knows it, too. Later in the first hour, Caffrey tells
her colleagues, "We've got to stare into the face of the unknown
and make damn sure we don't blink." Be honest. Where, outside
of a comic book, will you find dialogue like that?

And so the team is assembled, a veritable instant Fabulous Five.
Under Caffrey's command is biologist and former 1960s radical Dr.
Nigel Fenway (Brent Spiner of "Star Trek" renown); nervous young
physicist Lucas Pegg (Rob Benedict); macho commando
Cavennaugh (Brian Van Holt); and mathematician-linguist Arthur
Ramsey (Peter Dinklage), whose other pursuits include booze and
women. It is their interplay, as much as any weird science
conjured up by aliens, that makes the time pass quickly.

More than most shows, the collaboration among exec producers is
obvious here. Brannon Braga is a veteran "Star Trek" writer and

http://www .hollywoodreporter.com/thr/reviews/review_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1...

© Crown Copyright

¥ The White
Countess
» The Libertine
» Through the Fire

¥ Bam Bam and
Celeste

# In Memory of My
Father

# The Ghost
Squad

¢ Las Vegas: ..
History

# SNL: Lost and
Found

¥ [ Have
Touretie’s but
Tourette's Doesn't
Have Me

# The Virgin
Queen

¥ Wages of Fear

# The Wizard of
Oz

+ Halloween treats

¥ Cinderella
¥ Titanic

tL

¢ Clark, Ely, Hia
Lovett

» Bauhaus

» Jamiroguai

» Broken Social
Scene

¥ Isaac Haves

¥ Almost Heaven:
J. Denver

¥ Otherwise
Engaged

» Karla

» See What |
Wanna See

¥ Jersey Boys

¥ The Deatles

¥ The Lost One

# Spike Lee

# Want to be a
Producer

¥ S0 You Want to
be a Producer

15/11/2005


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

Threshold

<

Ads by Google

Rare Comics &
Comic Art

Buy, Sell, Auction
33,000+ members
Free pricing, research

& appraisals
www . HeritageComics.co
m

Star Trek
Enterprise
Complete Series Star
Trek Enterprise Box

Set. Just £279.99
www . BlahDVD.com

Star Trek Nemesis

Dvd

Huge Range of Star
Trek DVDs and
Videos. Compare

Prices. Affiliate.
www kedkoo .00 Uk

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr/reviews/review_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1...

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2093/1

Page 2 of 2

producer. David S. Goyer has a history of turning comic books to
films, such as "Batman Begins" and the "Blade" series. David
Heyman, producer of all four "Harry Potter” films, is adept at :
whimsical fright. If the sum isn't greater than the parts, it is at the %
very least equal to them. What's more, there's nothing remotely
like "Threshold" on the competition, and Friday night -- as fans of
"The Twilight Zone" and "The X-Files" -- will tell you, can be a
welcoming place for otherworldly drama.

SEARCH REVIEWS

Search j
REVIEWS going back to
spring 1991 are
available to our online-
service subscribers via
our archives. Not a
subscriber? Click here
to learn about the
benefits of our
premium service.

THRESHOLD

CBS

Braga Prods., Phantom Four Films and Heydey Films in association
with Paramount Network Television

Credits:

Executive producers: Brannon Braga, David Heyman, David S.
Goyer

Co-executive producers: Bragi Schut, Marc Rosen, Anne McGrail,
Dan O'Shannon

Supervising producer: Mike Sussman

Creator: Bragi Schut
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By HYWEL TREWYN

'Tell us
“on moorland UF

A UFO investigator hopes to
unravel a 30-year mystery ~ did
spacemen land on a North
Wales mountain?

Unexplained lights in the
sky, an earthquake and secre-
tive men in suits all happened
on a dark winter’s night in.1974
as the people of llandderfel

and Landrille, villages in the
Berwyn mountains near Bala,
sat down to their evening's TV, .

~‘But_the quiet was shattered-

_bv the rumbles of "an ‘earth-

“ quake, ‘Tegistering 3.5 on the
_;;Ru:hter scale. .

CAs people 150 fmm the:r

:'.houses fearing another tremor, -
* they witnessed a blaze of llght _

on the mountainside above.

Alocal nurse and her daugh-
“ters swatched as a huge egg-

shaped craft lay on the ground

~with a pulsating orange and red

glow.
Police convergfd on " the

 mountains, expecting to dis-
cover a crashed passenger jet —.

he

Cover-up claim on
30-year- -old riddle

‘but what they did find has
_never been divulged. ,

‘Some think it was an experi-

.mental Tan-made top secret
“military airczaft, possibly a pro- -
_totype Stealth bomber. Others
_believe it was an alien craft

ﬁom another vorld.

The ‘incident fired the 1.:"£-1ag1-.
" nation of many, including UFO

researcher Russell Kellett ,who
now is trying to get to the bot-

_toth of the mystery..

_*Next month Mr Kellett, 4z,
will reveal what he. dalms are

"the true facts” at a- méeting. in
Bala, It will be. ac the White:
Lion Hotel on March 23, at 1pm.

M1 Kellett, who lives in Filey,

‘Rorth Yorkshire, says he has 15
pages of documents about the
“UFQ crash” about which he

insists these was a “cover-up.”
-Last night Mr Kellett said:

"Ivc had some information -

given:to me, testimonies from

a group of gentlemen. ] have 115
_pages. of - documents . but the

Mlmstnr of ‘Defence have told

mé that undet the: I-'reedom of |
Information Aét”] cant have

documents “Because of the
fractious and con;ure of inter-

-nal discretion”.

Mr Kellett beheveq thcyre
talking gobbledegook.” "

Mr Kellett said on that night
some personnel weve given
information to “expect so

flashes of light in the sky”.

- Buy, strangely, there are no

. records this exercise took place. -

hmhrewyn@dailypust.m.uk ;

February 23, 2005 DAILY PO

UFO investigator Russ Keliett has been probing
mysterious events on the Bemyn mountams in 1974

© Crown Copyright
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ere... in Essex

X-FILES TV detectives Mulder and
Scully could have their hands full — the

Ministry of Defence bas rcleased its
- gecret report on UFO sightings. '

The files dating since 2002 raise ques-
tions about extra-terrestrial life with over
170 ‘incidents’ recorded, including five

on one night in Loughton, Essex, alone,

The MoD's UFO departmeat — SF4 -
receives hundreds of sightings every year.
Most are digmissed as natura! pheno-
mena, bur some cannot be explained.

There are 34 incidents alane over the
capital. Among them are descriptions of
‘4 black cigar-shaped object which accel-

ohject that changed from a cylinder 1o &

- The MoD says il remains “tolally open-

BY IAN GRIGGS

crated 10 & speed which cbuld QUIRITIp 2
fighter jet’ over the South-East and ‘an

crescent moon shape, with red and silver
stripes,” over Isieworth, West London.

minded’ about UFQ sightings.

Nick Pope, who ran the Government
UFQ project batween 1991 and 1994 sid:
*Almost 95 per cent of sightings can be:
explained but that still leaves five per
cent. [ am not out to spook anyone but [
do believe it is feasible we are not adone.”

ampny D55 = 1o v R
Company:_ ¢ &5/ ) 1ot no: S
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IT WAS supposed to be a harmless
stunt to celebrate moving into a new
house. ‘

But it left Paul McKinney and
Emma Henfrey at the centre of an X
Files-style UFOQ investigation, after
some stargazers thought they were
* "messing an alien invasion.

e couple released lanterns —
which can float up to 300m (1,000ft)
in the air and glow bright orange and
white — into the sky at their house-
warming pariy.

The following day, they heard
police had been bombarded with
sightings of glowing lights in the sky,
and decided it was best to keep quiet.

Fearing public ridicule, the couple
even warned friends their party
lanterns should be kept a secret.

But thing$ got even more out of
hand when the MoD launched an
investigation — and the couple knew
they would have to come clean.

The military experts were called in
after police received 20 calls about
the lights, to find out whether British
airspace had been invaded. An MoD

METRO weather

London Today

Sunny spells and areas of cloud with just the
outside chance of a brief shower. A cooler day
than yesterday with a brisk north-westerly

wind. High 21-22C (70-72F).

UFOs? Te MoD was called in to investigate the lights ~ which tu

UFOs? U’

BY STEPHEN HULL

spokeswoman said: ‘We examine
UFO sighting reports to establish
whether there is any evidence to
suggest that UK airspace has been
compromised by hostile ot unautho-
rised air activity.’ o

Mr McKinney, 28, and Ms Hen-
frey, 30, had released the lanterns,
which hold candles, after moving
into their new home in Seaham,
County Durham.

Mr McKinney said: ‘Il wasn’t going
to say anything but then my cousin
saw something in the local paper
about the MoD investigating, so I

" thought I had better own up.”

Witnesses who spotted the lanterns
were convinced they were UFOs.

Harry McCall, 67, and his wife
Elizabeth, 74, filmed the lights.

‘I said to my wife they were UFOs
~ untii I could be convinced otherwise —

and now I have been,” said Mr McCall.

‘It is quite funny to find out and it’s -

good to know the explanation’. See,
the truth really is out there.

med out to be lanterns {an enlarged one is shown inset) Picture: North News and Pictures

re kidding

Mulder and
Scully: Harry
and Elizabeth
McCall filmed
the lanterns,
inset, with
their video
camera

Pictures: NNP

Sir Mick learns
a lesson at last

AFTER belting out rock songs for
35 years Sir Mick Jagger has broken
the habit of a lifetime — he’s started
having lessons. Sir Mick, 63, has
voice coaching to help him warm up
his vocal cords.

He told Virgin Radio: ‘Better late
than never. I did a bit of voice
coaching a couple of years ago, after
35 years with no voice coaching. A
bit of voice coaching and warm-ups
really help.

‘I always tell these younger singers
“I never used to do it either but you
should™’

The Rolling Stone added: ‘A lot of
people have voice problems, not just
older people, younger people too.

‘I mean, you sing a lot, every night
you are singing for hours and hours
and your voice gets tired. It's like
anything, like running every night,
that’s why you have to warm up
propetly.”

The Stones are on a world tour.

METRO FACTFILE

In the 15205

s & gr
OWners filled 5 go?;:p of hotey
animals ang with
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bears, foxes, i buffato,

fall,
1000 peapje watched.smTle

Pet goat taken

on drunken ride

A REVELLER who drank ten pints
(6litres) of cider stole a goat and
teok it on a joyride, a court has
heard. Carl Myles took a shine to
11-month-old Snowy as he walked
home from a party. The 20-year-old
put the goat in the back of farmer
Huw Leyshon’s Volve and then
drove off with it. He was caught
after he crashed the car into the back
of a tractor. But Myles said he could
not remember anything because of
the amount of alcohol he had drunk.
Myles, of Trallwn, Swansea,
admitted one charge of aggravated
vehicle-taking. Judge Richard
Williams, of Neath magistrates,
sentenced him to a 120-hour
community order, disqualified him
from driving for two years and
ordered him to pay £1,394
compensation to Mr Leyshon. The
goat died, possibly from shock, two

days after the incident last month.

Britain Today

Norn{ ST

Europe Today -

Athens @"‘% '33"‘] Geneva m“““’:s 23°
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the testimony of the witnesses

_ themselves, we are no nearer fo

OL HALT’S evidence was lﬁggdvﬁﬁlinwr%?gsthap pened in

obtained by American UFO The truth is still out there.

¥ researchers In 1983, under Somewhere. - o sy

the Freedom of Information Act. e Y S

But it was not until 2001 that ‘ '

the rest of the file came to light,

inciuding most of the details we
now know. ‘

Georgina Bruni had requested
several documents on the incident
undér the Code of Practice on
Access to Government Information
- the forerunner to Britain’s
Freedom of Information Act. She
had also enlisted the help of former
Chief of the Defence Staff Lord Hill-
Norton - himself 2 firm believer in

Os.
- Despite the claims of conii)i:aazy b _
theorists, the MoD is committed to 1 .
open government and was happy CHESRETE w T ——
o elease. the file. It can now be FERCA{LI IRl Ll airman Sgt
viequg 1%1 egtt[;irgty gilhtlll\? 1,Jl\flo:‘)l % -:m Penniston made sketches of
website, The MoD and the Nation . the markings he s: i
Archives are bombarded with RN gs e gaw on the craft
requests about UFOs but have. a
-rolling programme of disclosure.
“ These are the real X-Files and they
- are being released.
.. As the 25th anniversary of this
UFO -encounter approaches, there
‘is great interest in the incident.
Enthusiasts are planning an anni-
- versary vigil: The Forestry Comm-
ission - which has created a UFO
“Trail in the forest — is planning an
event. Several television documen-
. taries are being made and there’s
even talk of a Hollywood movie.
But despite the wealth of docu-
mentation to have emerged and

The content of these cuttings is subject to copyri
: ' : pyright and may not be reproduced or resold without pri issi
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What is the truth about
Brltaln's qreatest

Former British Govemment UFQ Project leader

former

enigmatic ‘comment
that seemed to con-
“firm the reality of
Bntalns most . famous
UFO incident. The remark

‘hinted at darker - secrets

and led to: much debate
among conspiracy theo-

rists.. The politician was

Baroness Thatcher and the

implications of what she

said are extraordinary.

The comment was made at a
charity function. London-based
socialite and-author Georgina
Bruni had been researching the

Rendlesham Forest UFO inci-
fascinated by  hinfs.
dropped by diplomatic, military

dent,

and political friends. Sceptical
-about the subject of UFOs, she
thought it was awash - with
cultists and crackpots. -
But Rendlesham was different
so, when she met Baroness

‘Thatcher at a dinner, Bruni put

N MAY 21, 1997, a
- Prime
3 Minister made an

the former PM on the spot. Was
‘there any truth to the rumours
about what happened in
Suffolk’s Rendlesham Forest?
What did the Government really
know about UFOs? Was it a seri-
ous issue or just pie in the sky?

Bruni was expecting a
bland dismissal of the story.
The official Ministry of
Defence position was that no
evidence existed to suggest
UFOs were extraterrestrial in
origin. Then the former
PM dropped her bombshell.
“UFOs?” she said. “You can’t
tell the people.”

Bruni was astounded and
pressed her point. What did
she mean? Baroness
Thatcher calmly repeated
her remark, before departing.

From 1991 to 1994, I ran the
Government’s UFO Project,
based at the Ministry of
Defence, and Bruni had inter-
viewed me in the course of
her research. - Still aston-
ished, she called me at 2am
to tell me what had hap-
pened. I quickly grasped its sig-

mﬁcance I went tomy study and
began to make notes, all the time
quizzing Georgina about every
nuance of her brief encounter
with the former PM.

If you take all the thousands of
UFO sightings 'investigated by
the MoD over the years, the
Rendlesham Forest incident
stood out. We could not ignore it,
despite our best efforts to find
some conventional explanation,
This case was the Holy Grail and -
Baroness Thatcher’s remark put
the events into a new light.

A O WHAT actually hap-
& dgdpened at Rendlesham
¥ Forest and what makes the
event the UK’s strangest UFO
encounter? As we approach its
25th anniversary, it’s time to re-
open the MoD’s spookiest X-File.-

Late on Christmas night, 1980,
and early on Boxing Day, strange
lights were seen in the forest.
This might not sound particularly
significant. When I was running

The content of these cuttings is subject to copyright and may not be reproduced or resold without prior permission
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;each year. .

the UFO Project I used to receive
up 1o 300 reports of sxghtin'gs-

Most " could be "exp’i-amed a5

ézx;u.smeniuﬁcatmns of - au'craft;

hghts meteors or weathet bal-

loons. What made this sighting
‘remarkable was the fact that the -
‘witnesses were .United States

Air Force personnel based at

‘RAF Bentwaters - and - RAF:
‘Woodbridge in Suffolk.

"Rendlesham - Forest : hes be-

‘tween the bases and, as the Cold

War was still decxdedly frosty, a
UFO sighting at..two of the
nation’s most sensﬁ.ive military
s:tes was bound to be of interest.

‘Early on Decémber 26, duty
personnel reported hgh’t.s SO
bright they feared an aircraft had
crashed. They obtained permis-
sion to go off-base to investigate.
But-they didn’t' find .a crashed
aireraft - they found a UFO.

. The three-man patrol from the
81st Security Police-Squadron -
Jim Penniston, John ‘Burroughs
and Ed Cabansag ~ saw.a small,
metallic’ craft moving through
the trees. ¥

At one point; 1t appeared to
land in a small clearing. They
approached cautlously ~and
Penniston got close enough to

see strange markings on the side, .
which he likened-to Egyptlan'

hieroglyphs. He made- Some
rapid sketches in his niotebook. It
touched down for only moments
and then departed. : :

Later, because of the compli-
cated legal and Junsdlctmnal
position of US Air Force bases in

the UK, police from Suffolk Con-
stabulary. were called to the
apparent landing site. They con-
ducted a brief but mconcluswe
examination. -

Three indentations were visi-

ble in the clearing and,. when
mapped, they formed the shape
of -an equilateral friangle. A
Geiger counter was used to

check the site and the readings

peaked markedly in the depres-
sions where the object - possibly

on legs of some sort - had come

to Earth. )
News of the UFO encounter

‘came to the. attentmn of the

Deputy Base Commander; Lieut-
enant Colonel Charles Halt.. He
was sceptical, but had the wit-
nesses write up official reports,
including sketches of What they
had seen.

The following evening, Halt

was at a function when a young

airman_ burst in and ran up to
him. “Sir” he stammered, “It’s

‘pack.” Halt looked confused.

“what?” he retorted. “What's
back°” “The UFO, sn‘ ~the UFO’s
back.

Halt gathered-together a small
teami and went out into the. for-

-est.-to -invéstigate.  He .subse-
‘quently stated that he had”no

expectatxon of seeing -

Ung
and: that, his- mtentmn was» to

“debunk” the whole affair. But he’
didn’t  do so "because” he too

encountered the UFO, becoming.
one of the highest rankmg mili-

tary officers to go on the record
about such a sighting. - ‘
- As he-and his men. tracked the

UFO, their radios began to mal-

functmn and  powerful - lamps'
taken to illuminate the forest
mysteriously began to cut out.”
But 4 hand-held tape recorder-
the colonel took to document his.
investigation did not malfunction. -

L

survives: and one can hear
the rising tension in Halt’s:

voice and the voices of h1s men, j

as the UFQ approaches. .. v
“I see it too... it’s. back again. .,

it’s coming this way... there’s no ‘.

doubt about it... thisis weird:.. it
looks like an eye wmkmg at you...

it almost burns your eyes... he’s.
commg toward us now... how"
we're observing what, appears to
be a beam coming down to the
...one object still hover-:

ground
ing over Woodbndge base'
beaming down.” ,

their- voices almost seems.:

become panic as the UFO makes

a close approsach and fires light

beams .down . :0n Halt and hxs\

men.

"Halt wrote an ofﬁcxal_;

report of ‘the - incide
Although soméewhat inx
ously entitled Unexpl:

Lights, it deseribed. the first.
night’s VFO as being “metal-"

lic.in appearance-and frian-.
gular in shape a pulsing

red light on top and a bank -

of blue light§ underneath...
the animals on a nearby farm
-went into a frenzy”.
- He went on to detail the
radiation - readings taken
from the landing site and set
out the details of h1s own
sighting, :
- The report. was sent to.
the section of the Ministry of
Defence where, a little over
10 years later, I spent three
‘years researching and inves-
tigating UFO sightings. It went
to my predecessors, who began
an investigation, but they were

hampered by a mistake that was

to have dire consequences. -
For whatever reason - and it
may have been nothing more

' HE TAPE recording. still

than a typographical error -
Charles Halt’s report gave incor-
rect dates for the incident. So
when the MoD checked the
radar tapes, they were 1ookmg at
the wrong days.

Radar evidence is a cntlcal
part of any UFO investigation. . ,
Many spectacular UFO siglitings No.
over the years have been corre- i N
lated by radar. MoD files detail
several such cases, including
ones where RAF pilots encoun-
tered UFOs and gave -chase.
Unsuccessfully, I might add. :

In the adbsence of any radar
data that might confirm the,
presence of the Rendlesham
Forest UFOs, .the investigation .
petered’olit. Yet as I was fo dis- 7
cover years later the - UFO had
been tracked after all. =

I spoke to a former RAF radar
operator called Nigel -Kerr,- Hé .
had been stationed‘:at. RAF.
Watton in Norfolk at Christmas’

1980 and took a call from’ RAF:-
Bentwaters asking if theré was-

-anything unusual. on’ hlS_ radar

screen. For three or four sweeps

something did show up dlrectly
over the base, but it faded away >
and no_official report was ever .
."It was only years Iater that
err heard of the Rendlesham
Forest incident and realised he
might have a missing piece of the
puzzle.

In the apparent absence of radar
data to verify the presence of the
UFQ, arguably the most critical
piece of evidence was never fol;
lowed up. The Defence Intelligence
Staff had assessed the radiation
readings taken at the landing site
and judged them “significantly
higher than the average back-
ground”. In fact, they were about
seven times what would have been \
expected.

So what are we to make of all
this? UFO believers are convinced
the gsightings involved an extra-

‘terrestrial spacecraﬂ; They still

hold sky watches in the forest and
claim to see UFOs regularly.

The sceptical theories are almost
as bizarre, with suggestions that
the highly tramed military witness-

es actually saw the lights of a police
car, or the beam from the local
lighthouse. “Lighthouses don’t fly,”
Charles Halt said, incredulously.
More rational sceptical theories
include the testing of a prototype
aircraft, but the bottom line is that,
while there are things being
developed you won’t see at the
Farnborough Air Show for 10 or 15
years, we know where we fly our
own . hardware. The “black pro-
jects” theory doesn’t hold up.

The content of these cuttings is suhject to copyright and may not be reproduced or resold without prior permission
of the publisher or relevant licencing agency, details of which are abtainable from Durrants Press Cuttings Limited.
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MoD comes clean

- at last over those

hile the world cel-

Israel and the Palestinians, a
glimmer of hope can be
detected in the long-running
dispute between another two
factions: the scientific com-
-munity .and believers in
UFOs. :
~ For more than half a cen-
tury, the debate over UFOs
.and whether they really are
alien spacecraft has been
characterised by wild-eyed
zealotry and a refusal to lis-
ten to reasonable argument
- — and that’s just the scientists.
‘Those who believe that UFOs
really are alien spacecraft
show a preference for con-
spiracy theories over critical
reasoning.

Part of the problem has
been the official attitude
towards reports - of UFOs,
which has been decidedly
sniffy. It is now clear that this
has been a bit of a pose. Fol-
‘lowing a request made under

~ the Freedom of .Information
Act, the Ministry of Defence

last week released the details -

buffs that “the authorities”

“strange lights in the sky”
over Whitstable, a saucer-like
object over Stoke on Trent,
a “bright light” over Barry,
South Wales. Indeed, some
UFO enthusiasts now claim
there is a new -conspiracy in
which only the ho-hum sight-
ings are released, while the
MoD keeps the juicy stuff to
itself. Rather more interest- {
ing, however, was the official
statement accompanying the
release of the documents, in
which the MoD declared that;
it remained “totally open-!
minded” towards the issue ofi
aliens and UFOs.

This {seems a long way
from attitude of the Govern-
ment working party which in
1951 dismissed the idea of
taking UFOs seriously as “a
singularly profitless enter-
prise”. The new receptive
attitude is in line with that
taken by the authorities in
a growing number of coun-
tries, including Belgium,
Chile and France.

.}
E

ttle green men

debate on the subject, and

for the first paper arguing
for the existence of UFOs to
appear in a serious academic
journal in 25 years.

Writing in the Journal of
‘the British - Interplanetary
Society, the group claims that
advances in scientific knowl-
edge have made the case for
alien visitation stronger than
many might think.

For example, sceptics have
argued that while life may
well exist elsewhere in the
universe, the probability
that it is both intelligent and
relatively close to Earth is
extremely low. _

Yet as the authors of the
paper point out, since the
mid-1990s, several methods
for faster-than-light .travel
have been put forward in
serious physics journals, thus
undermining the argument
that the sheer size of the

universe makes alien visita-
tion implausible. The authors
concede that while possible in

that “stars capable of sup-

ebrates the appar- knew far more than they let have sought to rectify it. An  porting life in our galaxy are
ent rapproché- ~ on. It has to be said that the independent group of Ameri-  typically a billion years older
~ment between reports are risibly mundane: can scientists is responsible than the Sun. If so, this could

mean that aliens may be as
far ahead of us as we are com-
pared to primordial bacteria.

None of this proves that
UFOs are real, of course, but
it does show that some of the
standard arguments used by
sceptics do need sprucing up.
Even so, for those of us taking
a broadly agnostic stance, the
fact remains that there is still
no compelling evidence that
UFOs are alien craft.

Yet in the most disconcert-
ing of all their arguments,
the authors of the JBIS paper
claim that all those dodgy
photographs and spooky
encounters may be yet fur-
ther evidence for the reality
of aliens. They argue that all
those brief encounters of the
third kind may be part of a
deliberate long-term strategy
by the aliens to ease us all
into accepting that we are not
alone. Some scientists have
argued that the proof of the
existence of aliens could be
very traumatic for huma

of more than 80 UFO reports There are signs that the sci-  principle, io practical scheme = ety. .
made by military personnel entific community might also- for faster-than-light travel has Frankly; it is not half as
and members of the publicin  be getting over its aversion yet been put forward. ’

the last year. i
The MoD pointed out that it
has thousands more reports
on file —~ thus confirming the
long-standing claims by UFO

Extracted by Xtreme News. This extractis a copyn g
purposes) or resold without the prior permission of the publisher, de!

omissions excepted.

to the notion of aliens visit-
ing Earth. In recent years, a
number of academics have
made public their frustra-
tion with the dismal level of
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- Even so, some advanced
civilisation could. have suc--
ceeded, which prompts the-
authors to point out another
recent discovery. Last year a
team of astronomers showed

worrying as discovering we
are the target of a cosmic
campaign run by little green
spin doctors.
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: t was the announcement many had
i waited for. Four years ago, the then
editor of paranormal bible Fortean
Times, Bob Rickard, told the world
that UFOs piloted by aliens did not
appear 1o exist and sceptics danced
on the graves of little green men.
The statement was followed by the
closure of UFO Magazine in 2004
and premature reports of the
winding down of the world’s oldest
club dedicated to extraterrestrials,
the British Flying Saucer Bureau,
Yet reports of odd lights in the sky
that apparently fly at unimaginable
speeds persist, with Ministry of
Defence records recently published
under the Freedom of Information
Act showing Britain still averages
more than 100 sightings a year.

Ooen and shut case
Officially. the MoD has closed down
its *X-Files’ UFO project and no
furger investigates sightings in
depth, other than to ascertain
whether they are a potential threat to
UK airspace or a violation by
aircraft from another country.

However, a spokesman for the
ministry admitted to Metro that the
jury is still out there, even if aliens
may not be. ‘We keep an open mind
ou the subject but it is not our job to
prove or disprove the existence of
extraterrestrials,” he said.

Nick Pope, who used to head the
MoD’s UFO project, is adamant the
subject should not be buried. ‘If
there is no such thing as UFOs, then
why are there still so many sightings,

Fact or fiction? There may be more to flying saucers than a graphic artist’s imagination, say believers

some of them very accurately
described?” he says. “This whole
issue was blown out of proportion
and some of the information seems
to have been manipulated. For
instance, the only reason UFO
Magazine closed down was because
the owner died, while the BFSB’s
membership dropped as many of
them were too old to carry on.’
Rickard’s successor at Fortean
Times, David Sutton, is also keen to
point out that ufology is very much
alive: ‘It’s not only not dead but it’s
not even starting to smell,” he says.
“You only have to look on the
Internet to see the amount of

literature there is still on the subject.’

According to Sutton, one website
currently causing a storm in the

EXPRESS

DEAL
OF THE

908 minutes

450 minutes

' A different approach

Edited by JAMES ELLIS mysteries@ukmetro.co.uk

world of ufology is :
Serpo.org — which claims to
have access to confidential §
Pentagon documents
proving there was a top
secret exchange programme
of 12 US military personnel
to a planet in the Zeta
Reticuli star system in the
1970s and 80s.

Bob actually said was that
it was time for a different
approach. People have
spent many years looking
for proof that aliens exist
and not found it, so perhaps
we should be looking
elsewhere for an
explanation. There’s no
doubt people see
unexplained objects in the sky.
Whether they are craft piloted by
aliens or not is another matter.’

So if there is still so much interest in
ufology, why did Rickard make his
original comment? ‘It was taken out
of context as it makes a good
soundbite,’ says Sutton.

‘If we were seen to dismiss UFOs,
then others may have followed. What

Aliens, eh? Like small
blue helmet-shaped
creatures with two legs

and no arms? Of course

they don't exist... Let us
know what you think at
www.metro.co.uk

& N

% IN2002, UFOLOGY WAS DECLARED DEAD. SO WHY ARE SO MANY SIGHTINGS STILL REPORTED? JAMES ELLIS INVESTIGATES

Just flights of fancy?

‘Mama’
Cass Elliot.

Where? The
ghost of the
supersized
California
Dreamin’
singer and
one quarter
of 1960s superstars The
Mamas And The Papas hangs
out in Dan Aykroyd's house in
Beverly Hills.

How? The Ghostbusters star
claims his Stairmaster turns
itself on and jewellery is
moved around the house.
Even spookier, he claims the
ghost occasionally gets into
bed with him. ‘I'm sure it's
her,” he says. "You get the
feeling it’s a big ghost.’

We should say so.

Anything else we should
know? Despite the urban
myth, Cass did not choke on
a-ham sandwich. Contrary to
early newspaper reports, the
pathologist who performed the
post-mortem examination
found no food blocking her
trachea and concluded she
died of an obesity-related
heart attack.

The myth: Men think about
sex every 15 seconds. Y

The truth: Look, we know
we're bad but we'’re not that
bad. According to the Kinsey
Institute in the US, widely
regarded as the authority
when it comes to sexual
research: ‘Fifty-four per cent
of men think about sex every
day or several times a day,
43 per cent a few times per
month or a few times per
week, and three per cent less
than once a month.” And if
half the male population
thinks about sex just a few
times a month, then it simply
can't be true. Can it?
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Inside story

The Martians aren't coming

British UFO-spotting clubs may have to close
because of a lack of sightings. Have the little green
men really stopped visiting, or do we earthlings just
have bigger things to worry about?

Search ihis sile

e Stephen Moss
...... . .29 Thursday August 11, 2005
The Guardian

It may only be a small, translucent green gleam on the horizon,
but there are signs of a crisis in UFO-spotting. Chris Parr,

in this section coordinator of the Cumbrian branch of the British UFO
Hunters, sent a shiver through the hearts of ufologists with his
announcement this week that his group may be forced to wind

'l am comic vicar to the up. There don't seem to be any UFOs in Cumbria any more.
nation'

| have seen the future - and Or maybe there just aren't any spotters. Parr's statement

it's goth seemed to leave both possibilities open. "In Cumbria we have
gone from 60 UFO sightings in 2003 to 40 in 2004 and none at

| hoped our baby would be  all this year. It means that the number of people keeping their

deaf’ eyes on the skies is greatly diminished. We are a dying breed
in this part of the country. | put it down to the end of The X

Humphrey. cat: born 1988,  Files, a lack of military exercises in the area that would

died 2006 produce UFO sightings, and a lack of strange phenomena." A
lack of strange phenomena or a shortage of strange people?

The tale of a chic-y monkey  Take your pick.
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Campaign of the week

It has not been a happy couple of years for ufology. The

Good iives closure last year of UFO magazine, following the sudden death
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of its editor Graham Birdsall, was a disaster for the close-knit
UFO-spotting community. Several websites have sprung up to
try to fill the void, but the best-known one, Ufodata - launched
by Russel Callaghan, who used to work with Birdsall, his
father-in-law, on UFO Magazine - kept making my computer
crash. Spooky.

Parr's statement echoes those of UFO groups in Indiana and
New Jersey, where ufologists are also having a long, dark
night of the soul. Meanwhile, a leading Scandinavian ufologist
has suggested that "maybe people are just fed up with the
UFO hysteria". The sceptics reckon they have enough
evidence to pronounce ufology dead.

"The whole UFO thing is a kind of meme," says Susan
Blackmore, a psychologist who studies paranormal activity.
"It's a craze, a bit like sudoku. UFOs were just a rather long-
lived version. But crazes thrive on novelty, and eventually that
dies out. It's taken a long time, but it's good that the UFO era is
over. My prediction is that it will go away for a long time and
then come back."

Blackmore has spent most of her working life examining the
paranormal. She became interested in the subject after what
she describes as a "dramatic out-of-body experience”, and
reached the conclusion that there really is nothing out there.
"Everything is explicable in terms of psychology," she says.
"I'm as sure as you can be that there are no paranormal
experiences, and |I've spent 30 years looking."

She says belief in UFOs and the existence of extraterrestrials,
while mostly harmiess, can in some cases be very damaging.
"For most people, belief in them is neither here nor there," she
says, "but some people can become very frightened and
obsessed. It can also lead to an anti-science attitude and the
belief that everything is being hushed up.”

Britain's beleaguered band of ufologists are not, however,
going to give up without a fight. "Cumbria is a delightful part of
the country, but it has a small population and you shouldn't
read anything into the fact that no UFOs are being spotted
there," says Callaghan. He is currently excited, for example, by
the extra- ordinary level of UFO activity in Filey, North
Yorkshire, where he says there have been 80 reports in the
past eight months. Russ Kellett, who describes himself as a
UFO researcher, has been documenting them. "In Filey Bay
there have been sightings of something that looks like a flying
triangle," he says. "They are not conventional aircraft. They
keep appearing and disappearing, defying the laws of physics.
I've got video evidence and will be showing it at the Great
British UFO Show in Leeds in October."

As is often the case with committed ufologists, Kellett's interest
dates from a personal "close encounter" in 1988. "l was sat at
a level crossing on a motorbike," he recalls, "when suddenly |
was aware of light all around me and a beam of light hitting
me. The crossing went up so | carried on, but | saw this big
ball of light moving towards Halifax." Kellett is one of those
who believes there is an official cover-up of the number of
UFO incidents. "You can't have panic," he says. "All we can
hope is that someone will bring the truth out about this."

Veteran ufologist Denis Plunkett, founder chairman of the
British Flying Saucer Bureau, accepts that "there is not a lot
happening at the moment" and that "the ioss of the magazine
was a great blow - Birdsall was a shining light". But he, too,
insists that ufology should not be written off. "Belief in UFOs

http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,1546578,00.html
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and extraterrestrial life has gone up from 10% of the
population to 80% over the 50-plus years the BFSB has

. existed."

Plunkett, a former civil servant who says his career suffered

because of his publicly stated belief in flying saucers, argues
that the evidence for extraterrestrials is "incontrovertible". He
believes extraterrestrial life forms visit earth frequently. "They
seem to be observing us but not interfering with us," he says.

Nick Pope, author of Open Skies, Closed Minds, used to run
the Ministry of Defence's UFQO project. He began as a sceptic,
but the difficulty he had in explaining some cases he assessed
shook that scepticism. "l became more open when | was
there," he says. "Now | won't rule out an extraterrestrial
explanation. During my three-year tour of duty from 1991 to
94, | had to investigate 200 to 300 sightings a year: 80% of
them had perfectly rational explanations - meteors, satellites,
weather patterns; with another 15% it was difficult to reach any
conclusion; but with about 5% there was evidence of
something more intriguing.”

It was 1978, he says, that was "the peak in UFO sightings [it
helped that Close Encounters of the Third Kind had been
released the previous year], when there were 750 reports. We
have seen these UFO waves many times. If a paper runs a
UFO story and puts a line at the bottom saying, 'lf you have
seen a UFO, ring us,’ they will be inundated. You try it."

David Clarke, a historian at Sheffield University and the
Fortean Times' UFO correspondent, is not convinced by the
"peaks and troughs" line. "People haven't stopped believing,
but they do seem to be seeing far less than they did and it's
not clear why," he says. "There's been a massive drop in
sightings since 1996, which is when The X Files was on TV. It
may also be that since 9/11 people have had other things to
worry about. There is not just less interest in UFOs, but in all
supernatural phenomena. People are more worried about
terrorist bombs. The MoD also lost interest in UFOs when the
cold war ended: what they had really been looking for was
Russian intruder aircraft. They only collate sightings now
because MPs keep asking questions about UFOs."

So is there a crisis in ufology? Joe McGonagle, who runs
UFOlogyinuk, the main internet newsgroup for British
ufologists, believes there is. "Ufology has shot itself in both
feet and needs drastic surgery in order to recover," he told his
1,000-strong membership yesterday in an emaiied response to
the news from Cumbria. "Ufology is suffering from the paranoid
accusations of government cover-ups which some of the more
vociferous groups and individuals are all too willing to believe
and kick up a fuss about. All of these things drive people away
from what is already a peculiar subject.”

It isn't just Cumbria. McGonagle points to the decline in the
number of local UFO clubs as ufologists get their information
from the internet instead; apathy among the public (oddly, he
links the failure to report sightings to the falling turnout in
general elections); and a general "loss of focus" in ufology.
The great flying saucer-spotting days of the mid-20th century
are long gone. Contrast the panic generated by Orson Welles'
radio broadcast of The War of the Worlds in 1938 with the
indifference which greeted Tom Cruise's recent "blockbuster”
movie version.

David Clarke thinks the rise and fall of ufology is a rich subject
for study and is currently trying to attract funds for just such an
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undertaking. "l see it as part of modern folklore," he says.
"UFQOs are like modern-day angels, and descriptions of
. meeting aliens are just like descriptions of people meeting
angels in the Middle Ages." Filey was probably big on angels,
too.

Advertiser links

Mobile Phone and MP3 Plaver at 02 Online
Get double minutes and great handsets with all the latest...
o2.co.uk/shop

Save on Mp3d Player at ShopGenie

Save on mp3 player at ShopGenie, the shopping search
engine...

shopgenis.co.uk

MP3s - Massive Range

Find and compare mp3 players from hundreds of UK stores
at...

abeaz. Co.uk

Printable version | Send it to a friend | Save story

Daily sections x
Weekly sections >

Privacy policy | Terms & conditions | Advertising guide | A-Z index | About this site

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited 2005

http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,1546578,00.html

© Crown Copyright

Page 4 of 4

21/03/2006


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2093/1

| Government investigator Nick Pope, 39, has
b spent his life chasing ETs - and here he

ireworks peppered the cool
night sky. It was November 5,
1990 and three silver RAF
Tornado jets powered through
the air at hundreds of miles an hour,
The pilots peered down at the North
Sea and flew on.
Suddenly, out of nowhere, bright
o lights tore past, blinding them. As the
@ pilots’ jaws fell open, an other-worldly,
o diamond-shaped black craft overtook
- them in seconds.
¢  The experienced fighter pilots knew
& this was no RAF plane. The Tornadoes’
2 top speed was 1,452mph - but this
é craft had outflown them in seconds.
T+  Asthe lights of the flat, flying object
S disappeared in the distance, the fight
& crews were left confused. They'd never
= seen anything like it. .
So, who did the pilots report the
: strange unidentified flying object t0?
The Ministry of Defence (MoD) UFO
Project. Much like the FBI department
£ in TV's X-Files, where agents Mulder
2 and Scully worked to track down aliens,
5 this British project investigates strange,
1 out-of-this-world phenomenon.
§  And between 1991 and 1994, the
= team was headed by Nick Pope. Nick

16 ize i C=z.

FHOTO

LXOKIVAN

!

~opens Britain’s secret X-Files... ..

became the British expert on
UFOs after working in the RAF.
For four years he was
investigating about 300 UFQ
sightings a year.

“My workmates started calling
me Spooky Mulder,” laughs
Nick, 39. “About 95 per cent of
UFO sightings can be
explained, But the five
per cent kept me
awake at night - that
| could never explain,”
he says.

When strange
objects were spotted,
Nick was the one man
in the country who
could expiain them
away. He had radar
reports, all the flight paths and knew
where helium balloons were flying.

“If nothing showed up, I'd check with
the Greenwich Royal Observatory and
specialist scientists,” he says. "Any
photo or video evidence would be
analysed and if there was still doubt, |
would contact the civilian UFO groups.

“The MoD would never discount a
public sighting. However, if a trained

© Crown Copyright
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ALIEN FORCES: Fox Mulder
(Pavid Duchovny) in TV's X-
Files and Nick Pope at work

witness, such as a policeman or armed

forces member made a sighting, this
would be seen as more reliable as they
are trained in distance sightings and
used to seeing planes.”

Nick says the MoD have never tried
1o cover up anything about UFQs.

In fact, details of possible UFQ
sightings can be found on their website,
www.mod, uk,

Nick's investigations have ied to
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P”SPOT ON: Nick takes
‘to the sky...iusl in case

lausible explanations for most of the
trangs sightings. However, he admits
1ere are four or five that remain a
ystery, including the North Sea one.

“One of the most famous was
endlesham Forest in Suffolk in 1980.
he sightings occurred on a British
nd USAF air base over Christmas,”
ick explains.

“On Boxing Day night, a guard patrol
Jotted a small siiver craft tanding in
e forest. Apparently, the guards got
ose enough to see some strange
eroglyphics on the craft — some even
uched it.

“The following night, in a function at
1e base, a soldier rushed in and told
)@ man in charge, Lieutenant
ommander Hall: ‘Sir, the UFO'’s back.'

“Thinking it was a hoax, Hall took a
juad of men into the forest to
sprove it. There he saw a strange
amond-shaped craft moving siowly
2ove the trees. Hall was convinced
2'd seen a UFO and took casts of
dentations of the landing site.

“Many have said it's a hoax but, to
is day, it hasn't been explained.”

Rendlesham’s not the only case still
Jzzling Nick.

“March 30 and 31, 1993, witnessed
wave of sightings across England,”

3 recalls. “Police and military in Devon,
ornwall, Wales and the Midlands
ported strange lights in the sky.

"RAF personnel on RAF Cosford saw
UFQ flying overhead at 1am. A civilian
mily driving home chased the UFO by

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2093/1

Jo Mullins, 30, from South Croydon, is one of
MoD expert Nick Pope’s cases. She had a close
encounter at a funeral in November 1999...

§48 watched as the coffin was
i lowered into the ground. ‘I'm
really going to miss you, Felix,’ |
thought, glumly glancing over at my
brother Jerome, 41, a builder. As
Felix’s best friend he was devastated.
The cool November wind whipped

my face and | pulled my coat tighter. -

Look Jeft!

The thought echoed in my mind.

Turn left, look up!.

My eyes swivelled left and fixed
on something glinting in the dark
afternocon sky.

Peéring closer, | distinctly made
out a dull, silver egg-shaped object
floating in the air above the grubby
London tower blocks.

Looking at the crowd of mourners,
! realised no-one else had noticed.

| gazed back and saw the silver
craft floating directly overhead.

I'd never seen anything like it. It
wasn't an aeroplane or a balloon...

A faint humming filed my ears as

car until it vanished above a field."” This
craft, too, was diamond-shaped.

Nick continues to investigate UFO
sightings all over the world - but does
he really believe E.T. is out there?

“When | started my job | didn't

Top UFO Film

1. Close Encounters Of The
Third Kind

2. 2001: A Space Odyssey

3. E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial

4. Species Ill

5. Independence Day

s“i

a sinister black helicopter appeared
and began circling the craft. |
watched, amazed, as the unmarked
helicopter tried to shoo it away.
Suddenly, the silver ship lit up
from the outsids, filling the sky with

" an eerie golden glow. As the light

intensified, the helicopter kept
clrcling until there was a blinding
flash. The silver object vanished into
thin air and seconds later the
helicopter flew off,

| stood reeling from the shock,
wondering if I'd imagined it. | could
still see the helicopter, so | knew |
wasn't dreaming. Had the egg- -
shaped craft been from another
world? Had | seen a UFO?

| didn’t tell anyone at the funeral
as they might have thought | was
bonkers. But later | talked to Nick
Pope at the MoD.

No-cne knows what exactly | saw,
but I'll never forgot my encounter
with a spaceship.”

believe in UFOs and aliens at all,” he
admits. "l was the ultimate sceptic.
"But after years of investigation |
began to change my mind. Now |
believe there is evidence, but no proof.”
And with that, he smiles knowingly.

© Crown Copyright

nad a close
encounter
of any kind?
Our five tests to help

tell if you've had an
alien experience...

1. Get a photo of it
As s00n as you see any strange

flashing lights or images, get a
snap of it on your mobile so it

can be investigated.

2. Grab a pen and

some paper

No camera? Make a sketch. Then
note down the exact dats, time
and location of your sighting.
Include any strange markings or

unusual light effects.

3. Make enquiries
Ask in your local pub or shop to
find out if anycne in the area saw

the same thing as you.
4. Get the local

newspaper and radio

station involved

Local reporters may run an article
asking if anyone else has had a
similar sighting.The more ~
responss, the more credibility. - -
5. Use common sense
Ask yourself: could it have been

an aeroplane, a satelhte, a star A

SEXIEST )
Scrosy
THRN L ER



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2093/1

The Guardian | Saturday June 24 2006

abird?Isita =

spaceship? No, it's a
secret US spy plane

rightings of flying object
wer Britain worried MoD

Juestions threatened to
train relations with US

ames Randerson
ience correspondent

is the stuff of internet conspiracy theo-
sts’ dreams. A top secret, hypersonic,
old war spy plane that was allegedly
own by the Americans in UK airspace
rithout the govemnment’s permission.
Publicly, the UK government played
own newspaper stories about people
‘ho reported seeing UFO-like phenom-
1a. But documents released under the
reedom of Information Act suggest the
linistry of Defence tock the rumours
wch more seriously. Its investigations
sen threatened to strain the special rela-
onship. “It does show that they were
ncerned that this thing did exist and the
mericans were flying it around willy-
lly over the UK,” said David Clarke, a so-
al scientist at Sheffield Hallam Univer-
ty, who obtained the documents. “It cer-

inly suggests that the British
yvernment suspected that they were be-
g keptin the dark.”

The United States has never confirmed
le existence of the mysterious aircraft,
&' " Aurora, which was supposedly de-
B to sneak at very high speed over
e Soviet Union and take covert snaps of
hat the enerny was up to. It was ru-
cured to be capable of flying at up to
ach 8 and so could reach anywhere on

the planet inJess than three hours. In the
early 1990s there was a string of supposed
sightings and strange sounds over Scot-
land which some bewildered locals at-
tributed to UFOs. Rumours in the press
that Aurora was operating secretly out of
RAF Machrihanish on the tip of Kintyre
prompted Scottish MPs to ask questions
in parliament.

Briefing notes given to the then defence
secretary, Tom King, on March 4 1992
show that civil servants did give the idea
credence. “There is no knowledge in the
MoD of a “black’ programme of this na-
ture, although it would not surprise the
relevant desk officers in the Air Staff and
[Defence Intelligence Staff] ifit did exist.”

The response suggested to an MP’s
question was rather less revealing: “The
existence of any such project (or opera-
tion) would be a matter for the US au-
thorities.” The Americans denied every-
thing, but the reports kept coming.

The most credible witness was Chris
Gibson, who had 12 years’ experience with
the Royal Observer Corps and was an ex-
pert on recognising aircraft. He saw a tri-
angular plane flanked by two US fighters
being refuelled in flight by tanker while
he was working on the Galveston Key oil-
rig in 1989. The plane was unlike anything
he had ever seen. “There was no prece-
dent for this,” he said. “I kind of sussed
out that it was something I shouldn’t have
seen.” He reported the sighting to Jane’s
Defence Weekly in 1992.

On December 22 1992, the air attache to
the British embassy in Washington wrote
to the assistant chief of the Air Staff in
London explaining US reaction to re-
newed MoD questions prompted by Mr
Gibson’s sighting. “Secretary of the Air

If Aurora exists, it could look like this

Force, the Honerable Donald B Rice, was
to say the least incensed by the renewed
speculation, and the implied suggestion
that he had lied to Congress by stating that
Aurora did not exist.

“As you will have gathered, the whole
affair is causing considerable irritation

‘There is some evidence
of an unidentified object
operating over the UK’

within HQ[US Air Force), and any helpful
comments we can make to defuse the sit-
uation would be appreciated.”

“The sort of prickly reaction to people
not believing their denials is pretty un-
usual,” said Bill Sweetmman, an expert on

One of the aircraft contrail
images that have fuelled
VAurora conspiracy theories

How fast could it go?

Fuel or liquid helium pumped
through hettest parts to
prevent fuselage burning up

Length 27m

top secret US black projects with Jane’s
Defence Review. “They generally don’t
deny things actually because it generally
doesn’t hurt them too much if somebedy
thinks they have a capability they dont.”

A further batch of sightings on March
31 1993 over Devon, Cornwall, South
Wales and Shropshire prompted another
investigation by the MoD. These turned
out later to be a Russian rocket re-enter-
ing the atmosphere, but the MoD investi-
gators at the time suspected Aurora.
“There would seem to be some evidence
on this occasion that an unidentified ob-
ject (or objects) of unknown origin was op-
erating over the UK .,, If there has been
some activity of US corigins which is
known to a imited circle in MoD and is not
being acknowledged it is difficult to in-
vestigate further.” Mr Sweetman suspects

Flight times from London at Mach 8

tir 7min 58sec

that by the end of the decade the MoD
knew about Aurora. Another document
from 2000 on the MoD’s investigations
into UFO sightings ~or unidentifted aer-
ial phenomena as they prefer to call them
— states that “some UAFP reports can be at-
tributed to covert aircraft programmes”.

The section, which discusses other
covert US aircraft such as the SR-71 Black-
bird, contains two paragraphs and two il-
lustrations which were censored before
its freedom of information release last
month. Codes next to the removed mate-
rial indicate that it was excised in the in-
terests of international relations. “Certain
viewing angles of these vehicles may be
described as saucer-like,” the document
says.
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Bad science
Food for thought

alternative therapy

AN &

t can sometimes seem like there are

two competing ways to make a de-

cision about any complex matter of

evidence-based medicine. One is to

purchase and digest How To Read A

Papei by Professor Trisha Green-
halgh, and then find, read and critically
appraise every published academic
study independently and in full for
yourself, The other more common
method is to rely on “experts”, or what I
like to call “prejudice”.

But there is a third way: what we
might call “evidence-based prejudice”.

[ can’t possibly debunk every single al-
ternative therapy column you will ever
read: but if I could show that their single
most popular claim has no foundation,
then you could safely ignore everything
else they say, thus saving valuable brain
energy, and creating time to write best-
sellers and eradicate world poverty.

And so to antioxidants. The basic .
claim of the alternative therapy industry
is as follows: free radicals in the body are
bad, but antioxidants neutralise free
radicals; people who eat vegetables with
antioxidants in them live longer, there-
fore antioxidant tablets are good.

Now this “free-radicals-bad, antioxi-
dants-good” morality tale looks great on
paper. But if you’re going to read a bio-
chemistry textbook and pull bits out at
random, you can prove anything you
like. For exarmple, my phagocytic cells
build a wall around invading pathogens
and then use free radicals — among
other things — to kill the bacteria off, be-
fore the bacteria kill me. They’re proba-
bly doing it right now. So do I need free
radical supplements to help me fight in-
fections? Sounds plausible. You can see,
now, how I could make some serious
money if I ever turned to the dark side.

O roniree tha “antiavidante wand»

on

are surveys, looking at people who, like
me, already have healthy diets and
lifestyles. But it’s not just the antioxi-
dants in rocket salad.

So what happens, then, when people
do big studies, forcing people to eat
salad? Well, it’s not an easy thing to do,
if only because it’s difficult to get people
to eat what you tell them, and measure
what they eat, and check if they'te
truthful, and so on. The Multiple Risk
Factor Intervention Trialin the 1970s
was probably the single biggest medical
project, It took 12,866 men, advised
them, monitored them, cajoled them,
persuaded them, followed them up for a
decade, and found little benefit from di-
etary change. Intervention trials for diet
have continued, since then, to produce
negative results,

7 ut what about vitamin
tablets? They’re easy to
study, in the sense that it’s
easy to take a tablet — easier
than changing your whole

- food lifestyle — easy to find a

| placebo control for, and so on. And there

have been innumerable studies, and sys-
tematic reviews of those studies, and
meta-analyses of those studies, and they
have found no benefit for antioxidants.
A meta-analysis — a mathematical com-
bination of lots of smaller studies to give
one larger and more accurate answer —
of 15 studies, a total of more than
200,060 patients, followed up for be-
tween one and 12 years, found no bene-
fit for cardiovascular cutcomes. The cur-
rent Cochrane review on antioxidants
and bowel cancer had just as many pa~
tients, and again found no benefit for
the pills.

That must be the single most preva-

Tarmb Alndem afalon oo ac o al .
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BEXLEYHEATH. has
been identified by
UFO experts as one of
the top spots for see-
ing UFOs.

The town ranks number eight
in a top 20 list of hotspots for
UFQ activity in: the
country, with Bon-
nybridge in Lanark-
shire in first place.
The research comes
as 1o surprise to one
teenager who, while
babysitting his sister
two years ago, wit-
nessed what he be-
lieved to be an alien
ship hovering near
his home. i

Conor Sherwood, [
now 15, of Malvern
Avenue, Bexley-
heath, said: “My mum was out
for the evening and I was in
babysitting my little sister.

“] was sitting in my living
room and I heard a strange vi-
brating noise. I thought it was
interference on the television,
so I got up and tumed the TV
down,

“But. the noise was still there
and it was getting louder. My
house was shaking a little and ¥
thought it could be a low-flying
plane.

Triangle

“I went outside and saw to my
1eft a white triangle. It wasn’t
very high up, maybe as low as &
plane coming into land or a tall
building.

. 2

“Then the telephone rang in
my house, so I 1an in to answer
it and when I returned, which
was almost straight away, it
was gone. The sound had gone
as well.

“My sister slept through the
whole thing.”

Conor believes what he saw
wags an Unidentified Flying Ob-
ject, and said it was not his first
UFO sighting.

He added: “1 thought it was a
Concerde plane, because of the
noise and the vibrations, but 1
have never seen one before over

B SCOTT SINCLAIR

the area and I had never felt the
house shake like that.

“When my dad came back, 1
told him and he phoned the po-
lice straight away.

“No one else
had reported
seeing any-
thing, although
there had been
a couple of
phonecalls
about the vibra-
tions.

“T  really
thought it was a
Concorde  but
when I looked
closer, it had
lights all
around it and I
have never seen a plane or any-
thing like it before.

I don't really believe in aliens
but this was very strange and
was definitely a UFQ.”

“But this was not the first time
I had seen something, When I
was younger, my uncle had a
barbecue and there was a small,
green, round shape in the sky.
My uncle immediately got a
camcorder, and my whole fam-
ily saw it.”

Conor logged his sighting on 2
Lycos website.

The list was compiled by lead-
ing UFOQ expert Nick Pope for
Grolsch beer.

Mr Pope, who ran the Ministry
of Defence’s UFO desk from
1991 to 1994, said: “Tt is diffi-
cult to arrive at a precise num-
ber of sightings in any one
place as there is no central data
collection point. —

“We must also take into ac-

count widespread under-report-

OWN SPACE?
ing due to fear of ridicule and

the fact most people are unsure Stunnlng Sliderobes apen up
where to submit reports. a whole new warld of

XF/1995/5C

SIGHTINGS: Conor Sherwood.

“However, it is certainly possi- space and storage,
ble to gauge the intensity of gpiving you more
current UFQ activity. room, more Hme 1o

“Our listed hotspots exhibit up do your ownthing.
to 20 times as many sightings Discover your.
as anywhere else.” own space

Lewisham also made the top SHd::gh:S aLa
10. Showcentre near
® Have YOU seen a UFO? If ou. Choosse
so, contact Scott Sinclair on rom classic
0208 269 7000 or e-mail s.sin- mirror fronts,
clair@inuk.couk lovely dark and

iight wood

© Crown Copyright
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Mexican Air Force pilots film e
unidentified objects s
Wednesday, May 12, 2004 Posted: 1210 GMT (2010 HKT) gp(;t

MEXICO CITY, Mexico (AP) --
Mexican Air Force pilots filmed
11 unidentified objects in the
skies over southern Campeche
state, a Defense Department
spokesman confirmed Tuesday.

A videotape made widely available to the
news media on Tuesday shows the bright
objects, some sharp points of light and
others like large headlights, moving
rapidly in what appears to be a late-
evening sky.

Unidentified lights appearon a videotape
taken by Mexican air force pilots.

The lights were filmed on March 5 by
pilots using infrared equipment. They YOUR E-MAIL ALERTS

appeared to be flying at an altitude of

allegedly surrounded the Air Force jet as
it conducted routine anti-drug trafficking O Mexico
vigilance in Campeche. Only three of the
objects showed up on the plane's radar.

2 or CREATE YOUR OWN

"Was | afraid? Yes. A little afraid because
we were facing something that had never Manage alerts | What is this?
happened before," said radar operator Lt.
German Marin in a taped interview made
public Tuesday.

"l couldn't say what it was ... but | think they're completely real," added Lt. Maric
Adrian Vazquez, the infrared equipment operator. Vazquez insisted that there was no
way to alter the recorded images.

The plane's captain, Maj. Magdaleno Castanon, said the military jets chased the
lights "and | believe they could feel we were pursuing them "

When the jets stopped following the objects, they disappeared, he said.

A Mexican Defense Department spokesman confirmed Tuesday that the videotape
was filmed by members of the Mexican Air Force. The spokesman declined to
comment further and spoke on customary condition of anonymity.

The video was first aired on national television Monday night then again at a news
conference Tuesday by Jaime Maussan, a Mexican investigator who has dedicated
the past 10 years to studying UFOs.

"This is historic news," Maussan told reporters. "Hundreds of videos (of UFOs) exist,
but none had the backing of the armed forces of any country. ... The armed forces
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don't perpetuate frauds."

Maussan said Secretary of Defense Gen. Ricardo Vega Garcia gave him the video
on April 22.
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truth, FBI agent Fox

Mulder famously claimed,

is ‘out there’.. The X-Files

motto became a creed

for the millions who

believed in alien visita-
tions, abductions, conspiracies
and cover-ups.

But now, it seems, even though the
truth may well be ‘out there’, no one
seems to care. The UFO phenomenon,
which started nearly 60 years ago,
appears to have run its course,
with dwindling numbers of people
reporting sightings.

Now comes the news that UFO
Magazine, one of the most popular
publications that carried endless
tales of sightings and other close
encounters, is to close down.

Two years ago, the British Flying
Saucer Bureau — the world’s oldest
flying saucer ¢lub — was shut by its
eccentric founder Denis Plunkett, after
49 years. Not only had membership
dwindled, so had the number of
visitations.

S0 what has happened to UFOs?
Why are we not seeing them any more?

UFOs were born in the technological
white heat and paranoia of the Cold
War. Fifty years ago, when food was
still rationed and half our cities were
still, courtesy of the Luftwaffe,
rubblescapes awaiting the planners to
do their worst, the skies over these
islands were alive with strange lights,
cigar-shaped objects and, especially,
flying saucers.

The spoiting eraze had begun on
June 24, 1947, when American pilot

B Kenneth Arnold saw a flock of
bat-shaped metaliic objects skipping

r

that doesn't 5

meantere'oting out ter

through the air ‘like a saucer

you skipped it across the water’

over the Cascade Mountains
east of Seattle.

1 He soon became a celebrity,
and despite the fact that the
objects he described were most
definitely not saucer-shaped,
the newspaper shorthand ‘flying
saucer’ stuck.

Soon, people all over the world
were seeing machines in the sky
that matched the description of
the original sighting.

Nowhere were they more
common than in the skies over
Britain. They were spotted
performing amazing acrobatics,

-turning on a sixpence at
2000mph and climbing at speeds
no missile could emulate.

It was perhaps not surprising
that the new fad took off so
quickly in a country that had
only recently seen its cities
devastated by bizarre flying
machines — Hitler’'s hombers,
and later the sinister Vi and V2
rockets that were the prototypes
for the spacecraft which later

| travelled to the Moon.

LYING saucers in the
U.S. burst upon the
scene at a time when
there was widespreadl
paranoia about the
perceived superiority of Soviet
technology. Significantly, when
the Russians launched the first
satellite, Sputnik, in 1957, UFO
sightings shot up again.

The Russians saw UFQOs too. In
the old Soviet Union, reports of
alien spacecraft would come
flooding in at times of political
unrest. During the upheavals of
the Gorbachev and Yeltsin eras,
sightings were at an all-time high.

UFOs were seen by people
from all walks of life — pilots and
soldiers, schooclchildren and
pensioners. In the U.8,; a young
Jimmy Carter even filed a sight-
ing of a mysterious object in the
skies of his native Georgia.

Winston Churchill found the
whole phenomenon bemusing.
‘What does all this stuff about
flying saucers amount $0?’ he
asked in a 1951 memo. ‘What can
it mean? The Ministry of
Defence set up its own ‘X-Files’
unit to investigate.

For 50 years, the debate raged.
On the one side was the hard-
core UFO enthusiasts, whose
passion for the subject is akin to
religious fervour, -

These people believed — many
still do —that the Earth is heing

SCIENCE EDITOR

visited on a regular basis by
alien visitors. A key tenet of
UFO mythology is that these
aliens — often described as
rather sinister, grey-skinned
humanoids — will pick on
individuals and kidnap them,
usually with the aim of perform-
ing uncomfortable and often
obscene medical experiments.

The ‘abductee’ phenorenon is
big in the U.S. Several thousand
people are reported to believe
that they were taken by aliens,
only to have their memories of
thése events erased. Only by
using hypnosis and the tricks of
‘recovered memory’ is the
“ruth’ revealed.

On the other side of the debate
were those who.believed that all
UFO sightings were mistakes or
— more often than not —
hoaxes. S0 who was right?

It is true that 99 per cent of all
UFO sightings are perfectly
explicable. Birds, Venus (the
brightest of the planets), reflec-
tions in ecar windows, experi-
mental aircraft and weather
ballpons probably account for
the majority of sightings.

As for tales of alien abduction,
they are almost certainly the
ramblings of the deluded and
inadequate. Indeed, the “alien
autopsy’ video, released in the
1990s and purporting to show
film of a dead alien recovered
from a supposed UPO crash at
Roswell, New Mexicoin 1947, was
easily exposed as a crude forgery.

The MoD concluded, after 50
years, that the UFO phenome-
non was a myth and so, two
years ago, the British X-Files
were quietly closed.

One of Britain's most famous
‘UFO sightings — the appearance
of a ‘spacecraft’ over an Ameri-
can military base at Rendlesham
Forest in Suffolk, 24 years ago —
was last year revedled to be an
ingenious hoax, perpetrated by a

bored policeman equipped with
flashlights and a loudspeaker.
But can we dismiss every single
sighting as an illusion or a case of
mistaken identity? 1s it really
impossible that alien spacecraft

or people from another
dimension are visiting the Earth?

The answer is no, but one is
forced to ask why they would
choose to do this — or at least do
it in the way the sightings sug-
gest. Travelling across space 1s
very difficult and that’s true for
even the most advanced alien.

It is hard to see why, having
put all this effort in, they would
choose to buzz a remote corner
of the American Mid-West or
Gloucestershire (another UFOQ
hotspot) and show themselves
to the sort of people no one was
going to believe anyway.

fact that humans have a
long history of seeing
strange things in the
skies. But in the old
days, it was not flying saucers
that people saw. Instead, it was
angels or other religious visions.

According to Ufologist’ and
sceptic Andy Smith, flying
saucers are just a modern

manifestation of a very old |

phenomenon.

He said: “The will to believe In
UFOs comes from the religious
jimpulse. The prevailing cultural
myth is that they are ET — but
in the old days they would have
been the Virgin Mary."

Now the Cold War is over, and
we no longer believe that we are
about to be obliterated by
mysterious Soviet technology.
Our fears are more mundane —
poliution and global warming,

The growth in the popularity
of science fiction — ‘which
mirrored the rise in the UFO
phenomencn — may have also
contributed to its declire.

ASs more people associate
space aliens with entertaining
fictions such as The X-Files and
Star Wars, the less Iikely they are
t0 take them seriously as fact.

The Unidentified Flying
Object will probably go down in
history as a uni%ue part of late
20th-century culture. For many,
this will be a great shame.

To the diehard true believers,

the skies, now empty of flashing

lights and strange, cigar-shaped
rocketships, will never be quite
the same again.
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THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE

Navy to probe ‘one of best
five UFO pictures ever seen

AN exiraordinary image of a shimmering disc-shaped
object above the English coast has been hailed as

one the best pictures of a UFO ever taken.

With a pinkish outer rim, golden' middle and a lght at its
centre, there 18 no explanation for the “flylng saucer”. .

Photographic experts say the pictures are not faked and a

¥ Royal Navy team has Jaunched an investigation.

An un-named dockyard worker captured the imsage with his
new digital camera in Plymoath. And Bob Boyd, chairman of
the city's UFO research group, said: ~“It's ome of the five best
I've seen. There Is no doubt it is the real thing.” ‘

There were no other sightings on the night of January 28,
but he added: “If 100 people see a UFQ, only ane will report it.”
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