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s a box of frogs

DIFFERENT PLANET: Actress Shirley MacLalne belleves she has lived multiple llves

®
W 50

SUNDAY EXPRESS April 13, 2008 77

il

10

HOUGH officially
born in 1934,
Shirley MacLaine
iso't 74 — she’s
nearer to 7,400.
This is because she
has had “many, many lives, many,
many births, and many, many
deaths”. To prove her point she

s %] tells us: “I have slept in the
sarcophagus of the Kings’ Chamber of the Great
Pyramid at Gizeh.” We are also privy to facts
concerning her “past life in Atlantis” (the origin
apparently of her red-haired, white-skinned and
“slightly-slanted blue-eyed” appearance). At one
time or other Shirley also possessed “both male
and female genitalia,” though whether this was a
help or a hindrance she doesp't say.

It's good to know that Shirley was as zany in
former aeons as she is in our own - it spreads the
embarrassment. She’s always doing odd things.
.She has hung around with the Masai in East Africa

“and birthed a few babies, who were named after
me”. Finally, after sitting on a mountaintop in Peru:
“I left my body to witness the Earth below me.”

“I have been a questioner all my life,” she says in
her latest effusion, with its horrible title, Sage-ing
While Age-ing. Credulous would surely be a better
word? There’s barely a conspiracy theory or New
Age health fad that Shirley doesn’t want to fall for
She’s convinced, for example, that our armies are
in Fraq to steal and decipher the cuneiform tablets
that derive from “the seat of the most advanced
ancient civilisation” that formerly existed there or
thereabouts.

Furthermore, Shirley believes that the
government of the United States has received
visitors from outer space. Shirley has seen “a
squadron of UFOs” buzzing the Capitol in
Washington and is certain that President
Eisenhower signed a treaty with extraterrestrial
races, allowing them to “furnish us with advanced
technology” in return for permission to abduct
humans and perform experiments on them. How
else have we acquired the skills to develop fibre
optics, integrated circuit chips, night-vision
equipment, particle beam devices and gravity-
controlled flight? (How indeed?)

More than 3.5 million Americans, says Shirley,
have had direct contact with the star visitors,
leaving them with nightmares, severe stress,
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gastrointestinal symptoms and psychosexual
dysfunctions. Then again, ill health might not be
due to interplanetary pokes and prods. It could be
because you take sugar, “a legalised poison™.

Shirley also suspects the pharmaceutical
industry and medical profession of plotting to try
to kill us te ensure profitability. Modern medicine
is “the number one cause of death every year”.
Apari from taking Valium to sleep, Melatonin
(“wonderful for the hair”) and Prilosec and
Nexium to alleviate acid reflux problems, Shirley
won't pop a pill.

If there are husbands or children in Shirley’s
life, they don’t merit a mention. Nor does her
brother Warren Beatty. Her dog does though.
“With a dog you learn intimacy with yourself and a
deeper capacity for friendship.” Friendship with
other dogs or extraterrestrials she must mean
because with humans: “I won't permit small talk,
only telling the truth as [ see it regardless.”

You have to remind yourself that Shirley isn’t
only an unusual obsessive, she also used to be a
marvellous actress. If you can get her off the
subject of Atlantis and on to a topic equally as
bizarre, that’s to say Hollywood, her showbiz tales
are first class.

We hear about Bob Fosse, who greeted her: “You
with the legs that start at your eyeballs.” Jerry
Lewis’s sulks are described, as are Frank Sinatra’s
dealings with the Mafia, Dean Martin used to slink
away from parties, preferring to watch Kojak “than
risk a serious conversation”. It is touching to learn
that since the deaths of his daughter and
granddaughter, Richard Attenborpugh cannot
listen te music, “otherwise he would break down
and fall apart”.

Shirley worked with Nicole Kidman, who would
jet off to shoot commercials but on her return
would speak “not a word about where she had
been”, Mystique has to be preserved.

L ROGER LEWIS

Keep guessing to the end

HERE IS not

a lot of

intellectual
kudos attached to
reading Jodi Picoult
but there is an awful
lot of enjoyment to be
had. She has shot to
unbelievable success in

' a very short period of
me, to the extent that her publishers
ow 2im to get out three books every
vo years. This is number 14.
1t's easy for critics to sneer at this

ind of commercial success but the fact -

, it comes with a guarantee: you know
ou are going to get a roller-coaster
de of a plot.

Her novels have been described as
»ne part romance, one part courtroom
iriller, two parts social commentary”
nd the latest thriller, Change Of
‘eart, is no exception. Picoult has an

uncanny knack of dreaming up moral
dilemmas that you cannot ignore: you
must kmow the resolution. How is this -
for an agonising choice: would you
grant your enemy’s dying wish to save
your child’s life?

June Nealon lost her first daughter,
Elizabeth, when she was pregnant with
her second, Claire. Elizabeth was killed
in‘a shooting with her stepfather Kurt,
a police officer. They both appeared to
have been murdered in cold blood by .
Shay Bourne, a simple but seemingly

® To order any books
Jfeatured, post free (UK
only), please call 0871 521,
1302. You can also send a
ckegque or PO to: The
Ezxpress Bookshop, PO Box

trustworthy odd-job-man who had heen
doing some work on their house.
Bourne subsequently finds himself on
death row.

Flash forward 11 years and Bourne is
waiting for his sentence to be carried
out. He has always claimed he was
innocent but he pleaded guilty during
his court case. He is now insisting that
his dying wish according to his
religious beliefs, which ought to be
honoured under US law, is to denate his
heart to Claire, who suffers from a rare

| disease and is unable to find a donor

matech. .

To complicate matters, Shay Bourne
has attracted a religious following of
devotees who insist that he is able to
perform miracles. A prisoner with Aids
in the cell next to him-appears to have
made an amazing recovery. When a
bird flies into another cell and almost
dies, Bourne brings it back to life. The

© Crown Copyright

prison priest is not sure what to make
of all this: respensible for Bourne’s
spiritual well-being, Michael is having a
crisis of conscience of his own. As a
student he was on the jury which
convicted Bourne but in his heart he
has never been entirely convinced of
the man’s guilt.

True to form, Picoult keeps you

' guessing to the end in this morality tale.

June changes her mind several times
about whether she will aceept Bourne's
heart and it turns out that Claire had
ideas of her own, too. :
This is a challenging and clever read
which asks for a big suspension of
disbelief but if you can get over that, it
turns into an edge-of-your-seat thriller,
with some thought-provoking wrangling
over religious belief and the perils of
self-righteousness along the way.

VIV GROSKOP

200, Falmouth TR11 4W.J or
order online at
www.expressbookshop.
com. The Express .
Bookshop offers a postage
free (UK only) service for
all books mentioned by the
Express or currently in
print in the UK Cualls cost
10p per minute from BT
landlines. '

NEW AUTHORS |

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO:

ATHENA PRESS
QUEEN'S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD,
TWICKENHAM TW1{ 4EG. UK
www.athenapress.com
e-mail: info@athenapress.com
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From alien in a Hastings garden to flying scooter
in Stevenage, the MoD reveals its list of sightings

after this year’ Gﬂth craft e_xtrem
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ot requests under thoh;gedomw allesi¥ it any time. '
a e bsite shows that -
s we 's UFO comaplained
'_-mmm were 9Treported T haen Firially closed:
sl

w » m dible’
" The alien peering throuzh the oftam : e h aaded.':nr:

ntchenwin ow was spotted . Britsin was ‘wide open to .
couple uﬂﬂﬁgg . Some of the sightings can arguably
MI ]wltn “WWW be “Ei‘:d by the dcseriptlons
- Surideriand n:' mmwnmid outhltlooked

@ a

umbet llso oceur in

And a ‘mothership with two  _o s ooy displays are held -

' smaller orbe’ flying above Badaston - ton o closing bours.
maummramspottedmm_ Am&%ummammn

mh'i"ng‘ s Authority said: ‘Sometimes UFOs
includ "“"'"‘""‘n ?.pﬁwmum O Gtin we
mdm&' _ just don't know what they are.’ How-

side-on’ and flew ‘f-ml' th-n s mmsu-mkum

Aghter jet’. ter of The 8ky At
A log of unidentified flying objects the chances of

has been kept by the MoD for Mmm

decades, with some cases investi- 'l‘hen is no W life in our

§§

gatedmrnauonnlmmtym

' Prevlously it took 30 yem for m -;-:? M
to be releaﬁleam -thum e the ofan

with a cold to follow up. .

- But details of every sighting
gince 1998 were released just a
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Do 24, 4.20pem (no location  May 8, L9t (St Tudwal's Seph 13, $.48mm |
Pt T g
 shaped and silver incolouts. (o 3, 7.49pm (Hastings, Sussexd | oo’ clt nacsed overhead. |
Fels 10, 7.20pm (Mariborough, Two witnesses thought they saw an asu] o
Wiltshire) Flashing baf, changing allen outside thelr kitchen window.  Sept 22, 8psm (White Roding,

olour from red, orange, green . __ .o - tacclesfie Essex) Hundreds of glowing lights
:ndhme.ﬂoveredfoﬁ!lm Jum 18, 6.45pes (Macclesfield, ming-lnrowsdmreemngllne’

o _ , Cheshire) Spinning object with formation.

Mar 79, 6.35pm (Newquay,  triangular part on each side. Grey w 7 |

moved then vanished. | “"-, "'"i..‘"’-l |”me; u-lmtmlu'll’ommreenonts
Ape 23, 10pm (West Kiibride,  described as looking a bit like a on k. .

Ayrshire) Four golden spheres.  scgoter: Bec 38 mmml;:oﬂom
‘ ; Siiver ct with!

Apr 30 (Bariaston, Stafts) Aug 3, 9.30pm (Enfield, North object b sky

‘Mother ship and two smaller  London) 13 orange orbs darting \
orbs moving around k. One  about in different directions before and made little noises. Dust
white, one orange. shooting straight up. came down.
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AFTER years gathering dust in
Whitehall filing cabinets, Britain’s
own X-Files are being released to
the public.

Secret files held by the Minis% of
Defence on sighting§ of uniden
flying objects used to be destroyed
after five years because of “insuffi-
cient public interest”.

Not any more. The number of

ests made under the Freedom of
Information Act has been so huge that
the Ministry has begun transferring
its paper records to an electronic
database that is gradually being
released online.

They contain an astonishing record
of the weird and wonderful objects
spotted in the skies by the public over
the past 25 years.

Forget Star Trek. Here are space-
ships shaped like tadpoles, emitting
strange lights and noises while they
hover above slumbering towns - or
occasionally come in to land on
motorways in the small hours.

The MoD says it is “open-minded”
about the possibility that alien life
forms may be visiting earth.

A surprising number of people have
ignored the risk of ridicule to report

objects shaped like aeroplanes,
helicopters and balloons. Others are
much harder to explain.

There is no real pattern to the
reports. Some witnesses report
classic flying saucers, others claim to
have seen craft shaped like cigars,
boomerangs, golf balls - even teddy
bears. Most just see clusters of lights.

At times it is hard to tell what the

THE TRUTH IS
-OUT THERE

(and the ‘Oth-mJIlded’ MoD IS
investigating every UFO sighting)

By Jason Groves

POLIMICAL CORRESPONDENT

witnesses thought the strange craft
might have been doing.

One observer in 1993 reported an
object “like a puff of cloud” with a red
light on it, flying above Wimbledon in
south London in the general direction
of Roehampton - the sort of route you
would follow if you had just spent light
years in space just to visit Earth.

Another report from 2001 tells of a
“bright green light” landing near the
M1 at Kegworth, Leicestershire - per-
haps stopping at nearby East
Midlands Airport to fill up and grab a
snack before the long journey home.

Other entries leave the sceptic won-
dering what happened next, like the
report by a couple from Hastings,
East Sussex, who “thought they saw
an alien outside their kitchen win-
dow” in May last year.

Sceptics will also seize on the fact
that a significant number of sightings
occur in early November and the end
of December, when big firework dis-
plays are not unknown. And a
favourite time for them seems to be
after the pubs have closed.

The MoD, which is committed to
defend the country against any attack
on its airspace, has held records on
UFO sightings for decades. For many
years every report was investigated
and even today those that do not have
an obvious explanation are examined
and reported on.

A spokesman said: “The MoD
examines reports solely to establish
whether UK airspace may have been
compromised by hostile or unautho-
rised military activity.

“If required, sighting reports are

examined with the assistance of air
defence experts. Unless there is; evi-
dence of a potential threat, there is no
attempt to identify the nature of each
sighting.”

The MoD insists it holds no regular
meetings on UFOs, nor does it con-
duct research. There are “no p.ans”
for dealing with an alien invasion.

But in letters to UFO enthusiasts,
the department admits that it is ready
- in theory, at least - to repel raders
from outer space. One letter says:
“Any threat to the UK would be
handled in the light of the circum-
stances at the time and might
involve the scrambling of aircraft.

We have no record of the UK ever
trying to bring down a UFQ.”

But the MoD is open-minded
about the possibility of alien life,
noting that “it is clear from

there are A
thinos tn ha ceen in the skv” In
another letter the ministry says:
“The MoD does not have any
expertise or role in respect of UFO
or flying saucer matters or to the
question of the existence or other-
wise of extraterrestria] life forms,
about which it remains totally
open-minded.

“We believe that rational expla-
nations could be found for most of
the sightings if resources were
dewnted tn &0 dning. hut it i nat
the function of the MoD to provide
this kind of aerial identification
service. It would be an inappropri-
ate use of defence resources if we

were to do so.”
UFO Stuart Miller said
that although many phenomena

had rational explanations, others
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did not.

Mr Miller, who runs the online
news service uforeview.net, said:
“There is no obvious pattern and
no part of the UK is immune.

“Sceptics like to say that
‘ufology’ is dead and the sightings
are drying up, but it isn't true.
People are still seeing objects in
the skies in very large numbers.
e I iresenions et o

o ether there is
life out there.”

He added: “It would be reckiess
to say UFOs are extra-terrestrial
craft. We just don't kmow. But
whatever they are, they don't
seem to want to barm us. There
are no instances of aggression, so
we shouldn’t worry people.”

Others are not sure there is

anything out there at all
Astronomer Sir Patrick Moore,
veteran presenter of BBC Tele-
vision's The Sky at Night, said he
was highly sceptical about UFO
sightings.

He added: “There is no intelli-
gent life in our solar system,
except possibly on earth - and I
am not so sure about that - so the
chances of anyone seeing an alien
craft are extremely slight.

“To anyone who thinks they
have seen an alien craft I would
say: ‘Have another look.™
® The most recent UFO sighting
was over Guernsey in April
_ Captain Ray Bowyer was pilot-
ing a commercial flight from
Southampton to Alderney when he
noticed two bright objects.

Through binoculars he saw a
large, brilliant yellow, cigar-
shaped object with a similar one a
little further away. They were said
to be the size of a 737 airliner and
were seen by several of Captain
Bowyer’s passengers and the pilot
of a private plane.

What the

= secret MoD

files reveal

@ May 18, 2006, Hastings, East
Sessex, 7.41pm: Twe wilnesses
thenght they saw an alien eutside
their kiichen window.

@ February 2, 2006, Wellingborough,
Northants, 5.50pm: A V-shaped object
was spotted which had bright lights and
sounded like a swarm of bees.

@ April 14, 2004, Houley, West
Yorkshire, 8.27pus= An shjoct that
locked Hise 2 jollyfish was soen
fiylng in the sig. It had twe bright
Nghis on the side.

@ January 29, 2003, :
6.15pm: Two triangular objects flying in
perfect synchronisation. Low humming
noise, not fike a commercial airliner,

@ December 31, 2001, Castle
Donington, Leicestershire; A bright green
light seen moving at very high speed.
The object appeared o fand near
Kegworth over the M1.

@ January 31, 2001, South Ciifton,
Nol_ls. 9.10pm: One object the size of a
helicopter. Red and white stripes/fights
with wings like a Phamom. Stationary,
then darted around the wood.

ol 20, ]
l-:-{s-ZN! Camrvyy isluad,

dome with 2 bine glow sesn climhing

vertically inte the sky in stages.

® July 21, 2000, Neath, West
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For the first time, the MoD
reveals number of unexplained
igi). sightings.. 97 last year
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DUT OF THIS WORLD EXCLUSIVER

By LOR) CAMPBELL and SOPMIE BORLAND

THE truth is out there, so they say. But now it could be a lot closer to hand since
Britain’s regl-life X-Files have been opened for the first time — spookily revealing

details of HUNDREDS of UFO sightings.

Last year alone the Minia of Defence logged nearly 100 eyewitness reports of strange
unidentified flying obieaﬁﬁln_g'm our skies - and they're all listed on the left.

The secret log — made public under the Freedom of Information Act - details UFO sightings
that range from the laughable to the seriously baffling... flying saucers, orange fireballs streaking
across the atmosphere, a spinning silver
pyramid and even an alien.

Utter tosh, some might say.

But not the UFO experts, who are excited ta
finally have their hands on a log of sightings
from as recently as last year.

Normally, it takes 30 years for classified
records of UFO sightings to be released, by which
time they have been long dismissed.

But now the experts can view files from 1998
to 2006 that give the date, time and location of
the sightings as well as g short description.

Among the list of unexplained phenomena
reported in the last 12 months was a “mothership
with two smaller orbs” flying above Barlaston
in Staffordshire, which was witneassed again five
days later.

Then there was a weird oblong “shaped like
a scooter” spotted in the sky above Stevenage,

Beds. A huge "black square” was seen
from the clouds in St Tudwal’s Islands, Wales,

while a "spi object with triangular fins”
was recorde
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Websité lays out

explanation for. &

‘Welsh Roswell’ -

A CELEBRATLD U0 incident-_ {

in which aliens are zaid to have .
crash-lunded into u-.rr;rﬂ!;t:;W:':lsh .
mounwin range in 1974 may fi-
nally have been debimked. . o 7

According to contributions on
the internet encyclopedia Wik
pedia, the Berwyn Mountains In-
cident — ofien refermed W as the
“Welch Roswell” — was acnaally a
combination of an eurthquake, a
mereor shower and poachers car- ~
rying lanterns. Supporters of the
1TEN thenry Inct night hir hack at
the clatms.

It ail happened on the frosty
night of January 23, 1974, near
Llandrillo, hsgh in Clwyd's Ber-
wyn Mountains. .

Justafter 8, 30pm, even the most
solid farmhatises and country pubs

began to shuke as the eath

rumbled with whet appeared ta be
a fantustic impuct. o

As people looked out of their
homes, the night sky was steaked
with light. Paculiar “fairy lights™
were also seen foating over the:
Berwyna. A nurse and her two
daughters claimed to have seen an
crarige hsll on the mountainside
abave Llondrllo while others
cluimed to have seen “non-human
Pusings” haing handled by military
personnel. )

Bur it was, says Wikipedia, u
comgplex coincidence of 4 metedr
shower widcly observed over
Wales and northern Enpland, @
small carthquake, plus the activity
af pouchers — which explained the
fary highrs,

And the websile says so-called
*men in black”, thonght to have
bern Government agents in the
area soon afterwards, were in fact
civil servants from the Britsh
Geolngical Survey who happened
to be wearing dark ¢lothing.

Contributars to the online en-
cyclopedia say it is pow known
that at #38pm on Junvary 23,
1974, an earthguake measuring
35 an the Richter Scale was felt
over a wide area of North Wales
and as far afield as Liverpool,

First reactions were that a plane
had crashed, of & metcorite had
impucted,

Wikipedia ‘claims, . “Further
confusion was ¢aused by lights

STRANGE HAPPENINGS Tris Berwyn Mountalns incident was due 1o a mix of *a meteor shower, an eamiqu ake and poachar activity”

ALIEN Pictures such as this “autopsy framegrab” added to the
rurmours that the US had recoverad an afien in Roswalt

scen on the Berwyn Mountains,
which suhseguently nurned out to
have helonged 1o poachers,
“Police were alerted and sctupa
acarch wam. Within an hour about
10 officers were searching the
Berwyn Mountains and they were
joined luter by an RAF mountain
rescuc team from Valley (Angle-
sey). Nothing was found, and ail
searches were called off at jost

after 2pm the following day.™
- But Cefn Ilenry Williams, 2
Plaid Cymrt councillor represent-
ing Llandrillo, believes something
unosual huchncd that pight

He said, “In the carly hours a
close friend of mine said he went
up the mountain to see if there had
been some kind of crash. He was
buzzed by army helicopters all
sereaming at him through loud

S
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‘Wales’ hi

_a it
B

Wales s, had iis

slghtings ‘aver the years. =7
~Inthe 70s-dn entite tlass of
jmary SEhodl thildren in
oaghaven, West Wales, claim
" 10 have seery'a URD ianding.dnd ™
. /allens ?af QUL The pictures they
“draw'of what they ﬁad_'

S CIgar: {

al;c.ﬂ\m keep away = evacuate

the area’. Now whilc [ am not a
follower of the crushed UFO the-
ory there could have heen some
experimentnl jet which crashed

-and the mulitary wanizd no one
near there.”

Canfiff-based Lionel
Fanthorpe, the broudcaster and
¢leric who is president of the Brit-
ish UFO Research Association

11:25

i il i Shade ot UED

AR
ol

- lef§ seen aver the

Pg: 1

o of UFQ sightings

e Fortaan Times.in 3 letter that the

Harrler verticat-saké off jet used in

«: e UK trom 1969 might explaisi the

cigar-shaped Joiect sigtings =
¢ause It dig hot move (ke 2
tonventiomal alrerait,

7 .In Oclober: 2005, the Miaistry of
Defence admitted they nad” -

jnvesfigated 28 UFG‘rel)oas i
ales in fhe previous Hreg years.
They included 2 giant tlack oblact
séen aver Rhyl, a Hging dist; with.
aver the Rhondda and 2
isc $2en.bver Newport.
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(Bufore). yesterday invoked the
example of the ¢elchrated Roswel
incident — when the US Gov
ermnment is rumouged o have re
covered an olien body from
downed UFQ near the remob
New Mexico town of Roswell -y
support of the ¢laims.

c said, *Purely from a statistica
point of view a visit from sore
other civilisation is long overduz.”
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Could we have hitched a ride
on UFOs? =

Newly released files may put one mystery to bed,
but in doing so others are left unanswered

James Randerson
Thursday February 22, 2007
The Guardian

It is not the sort of discussion you imagine among the grey-
suited ranks of Whitehall - defence analysts debating the
existence of little green men and speculating about whether
they have visited Earth.

But a set of newly released internal Ministry of Defence
documents gives a fascinating insight into the military's
interest in UFOs. They teli the story of the MoD's decision to
investigate the threat they might pose and whether alien
military technology could be used in the defence of the
realm. They also reveal the conflicting attitudes within
Whitehall to the subject and the lengths that officials went to
in order to keep the project secret.

Article continuasw

Stylish firsts

The documents, many marked "Secret UK Eyes A", lay out
the rationale for the three-year Project Condign report which

She/s
22/02/2007
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analysed more than 10,000 possible UFO sightings collected
over several decades - many from military personnei. The
existence of the 460-page report was revealed last year
following freedom of information requests by David Clarke, a
lecturer in journalism at Sheffield Hallam University, and his
colleague Gary Anthony. It was more FOI sleuthing on their
part that turned up the current slew of papers.

The documents show that the internal lobbying effort for a
UFO study began in 1993. In a briefing note from the secret
UFO investigation branch of Defence Intelligence - called
DI55 - an unnamed author wrote: "The national security
implications are considerable. We have many reports of
strange objects in the skies and we have never investigated
them.

Paranoid response

"| also believe that it is important to appreciate that what is
scientific 'fact' today may not be true tomorrow ... If reports
are taken at face value then devices exist that do not use
conventional reaction propulsion systems, they have a very
wide range of speeds and are stealthy. | suggest that we
could use this technology, if it exists."

And he speculates: "If the sightings are of devices not of the
Earth then their purpose needs to be established as a matter
of priority ... possibilities are: 1 Military reconnaissance. 2
Scientific. 3 Tourism."

According to a former MoD intelligence analyst who asked
not be named, the MoD was paranoid in the late 1980s that
the Soviet Union had developed technology that went
beyond western knowledge of physics. "For many years we
were very concerned that in some areas the Russians had a
handle on physics that we hadn't at all. We just basically
didn't know the basics they were working from," he said. "We
did encourage our scientists not to think that we in the west
knew everything there was to be known."

Material that was heid back from the original FOI release of
the Project Condign report, but which was published in
October after an appeal, suggests that the MoD suspected
that this scientific knowledge came from studying UFOs - or
unidentified aerial phenomena (UAP) as the MoD prefers to
call them. "Russian, former Soviet republics and Chinese
authorities have made a co-ordinated effort to understand
the UAP topic. Several aircraft have been destroyed and at
least four pilots have been killed ‘chasing UFOs"."

One of Project Condign's conclusions was that UAP events
could be put down to poorly understood phenomena called
plasmas. The report says that the Russian military was doing
research using plasmas as reflector antennas, aerodynamic
drag reducers, stealth absorbers and using them to produce
"saucer-shaped volumes".

The initial request in 1993 for an MoD research project into
UFOs was shelved, but in a later memo dated June 19 1995
following a surge in UFO reports, the same unnamed wing
commander at DI55 wrote: "Until we conduct some analysis
of the files we will not have any idea what the many reports

22/02/2007
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. represent. If at any stage in the future UAPs are shown to
exist then there is the potential for severe embarrassment.”

Clarke, whose book Flying Saucerers: The Social History of
Ufology will be published in April, says: "They knew that
because no detailed study of the subject had ever been
carried out - and consequently they had no idea what UFOs
were - they could not justify the claim they were of no threat."

Nick Pope, who worked on the MoD's public UFO desk until
1994 and features in the correspondence, adds: "This was
always the big debate. How could you possibly fulfil the remit
of looking at the issue properly 1o see if there was anything
of defence significance, without carrying out research and
investigation? | think it is one of these subjects where it is
low probability, high consequence," he adds. "For the want
of spending a little bit of money, the potential wins if there
were anything of any defence significance here would be
worth having."

But how much money did the MOD spend? One document
refers to a £35,000 cost estimate, while in another from
1996, the head of Defence Intelligence (Scientific and
Technical) estimated £80,000 for a year-long study. Project
Condign when it was eventually begun took more than three
years to complete. So does that mean a price tag of at least
£240,0007

No, according to the MoD, although it would not release the
true figure. “This assumption that the sum will tally up to
£80,000 a year isn't supported and is inaccurate. It was
funded from an existing contract within existing budgetary
levels," it adds.

The project was given to a trusted defence contractor and
although details of the contract have not been revealed, the
documents suggest that it was handled so as not to expose
Project Condign to scrutiny. In the initial 1993
correspondence on the subject, a memo from DI55 refers to
the potential "political embarrassment" of the project
becoming known. It goes on: "l believe that opening a new
contract especially for this study and using competitive
tendering would potentially expose the study to too wide an
audience."

But Pope believes this was simply a practical measure.
"Using an existing contract is always going to be easier than
actually commissioning a new one," he says. "It wasn't an
attempt to take it outside scrutiny. It was a quick fix."

Suspicious minds

The internal memos and briefing notes are peppered with
hints of the considerable scepticism the DI55 wing
commander encountered from superiors. In the original
August 1993 brief he writes: "| am well aware that anyone
who talks about UFOs is treated with a certain degree of
suspicion. | am briefing on the topic because DI55 have a
UFO responsibility, not because | talk to little green men
every night!"

And in a later document he describes a briefing by DI55 on
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. the subject. "The scientists and engineers present treated to
[sic] topic seriously while non scientists (or those without a
physical science background) made the usual jokes about
little green men and mass hallucination!”

When Project Condign was eventually completed in 2000 it
concluded that there was no evidence that UAPs were of
extra-terrestrial origin. But there was a limit to what the
author could do, because he was not allowed to interview
people who had witnessed UAP events or talk to experts.

“The nature of the security classification meant he was
unable to discuss the study with scientists who might have
been able to advise him on the credibility of the conclusions
he reached," says Clarke. This explains Project Condign's
baffling conclusion - that UAPs are real, but caused by
strange plasmas, which are on the fringes of scientific
understanding. "He ended up trying to explain one mystery
by reference to another," says Pope.
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EARTH: WERE
WIDE OPENTO
ALIEN ATTACK

| UFQ expert wants probes into sightings |

THE Earth is wide open fo an alien attack, S——

a Government expert warned yesterday.
Former Mol chief Nick Pope said officialsare cannot rule out that what is happening is some
not doing enough to probe UFO sightings leaving kind of covert reconnaissance.”

us vulnerable to an extra-terrestrial invasion. Reports of UFQ sightings include a “vast.
Nick Pope. who ran the Ministry's UFO project triangular-shaped craft” lying over RAF Cosford.

from 1991 to 1994, said: “The consequences West Mids, and RAF Shawbury, Shropshire,

of getting this one wrong could be huge. ir 1993

Frankly we're wide open.” But Nick, who quit his job at the

He said there has been a number of MoD’s Directorate of Defence Security
“highly credible” sightings and . this week. warned: “If you reported a
landings of strange metallic air- UFO sgighting now. I'm absolutely
craft across the UK. sure you would just get back a stan-
But don't panic. the scientist dard letter telling you not to worry.
doesn't think we're on the verge of “If something doesn’t behave like
being over-run by Dr Who-style a conventional aircraft now. it will
monsters, be ignored. That's because the X-
Nick said: “There's no evidence of Files have been closed down.”
UFQ hostile intent - but it cannot But an MoD spokeswoman insisted
be ruled out in future. all UFO sightings were investigated
He added: “There has got to be the for “evidence to suggest that UK
potential for that and one is left with airspace has been compromised by
the uneasy feeling that if it turned out & hostile or unauthorised air activity”.
to be 8o. there I8 very little we could W She said: “Unless there is such
do about it. vidence, the MoD doesn't attempt to
“If you believe these things are positively identify what was
extra-terrestrial craft then you seen.”

SCARY: Doctor Who glien
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The aliens are coming, warns ex-MoD chief

By Charlotte Gill

ALIEN invasion is usually the
Stﬁuﬁﬂtimmc?mmn'm istry of
ut when a former Ministry o
%%gﬁg:chiefwmmm
tacked at any time, even the most
sceptical mﬁg feel a real twinge of

a8 persuaded | elieving that
other Hfeforms have visited Earth
and, more specifically, Britain_

Hgib%nntémtgnw'ix that 'i‘;’igggy
credible’ sightihgs are simply dis-
e polnts out tfmt b

{e points ol that the profect he
OTICE Tan i& NOW 'vtrgggﬁy cloged’,
leaving Britain ‘witdle open’ to aliens.

Mr Pape, 41, decided to spéak out
abolit his coricerns aftér resigning
from the Directorate of Defence
Becurity at the MaD this week, “The
cansequences of getting this
one wrong could be huge,’ he said.
“If you reparted a UFO ting now,
T ari1 absolutely sure thal you would
just get back a standard letter
telling you not to worry.

‘Frankly we are wide open - if
something does not hehave like a
eonventional aircraft now, it will be
ignered. The X-Files have been
closed down.'

Mr Pope, who was head of
the MoD)'s UFO project between
1991 and 1984, admits that he wias
sceptical aboiut UFOs when he
started his job. _

But access to clasgified files on the

And whife Mr Pope says there i3 no
evidence of hostile intent from
aliens, he insists it cannot he ruled
aut.: "There has pot t¢ be the poten-
tial for that and one is left with the
uneasy feeling that ifit turned out to
be s0, thiere {s very little we could do

- about it,’ ke sald.

‘If you believe these things -

are extra terrestrial craft then
you cannot rule out that what is
happening is some kind of covert
reconngissance.”

The Roswell Incident in 1947 - In
‘which alien corpses were allegedly
seen at an air force base in New
Mexico - remains the most famous
of countless alien ‘sightings’,

However it was a 1993 report,

in which a ‘vast, trisnguldar-shaped
eraft’ was seen rug;:gl aver RAF
bases in the West Midlands, that
helped convinge Mr Pope alien life
forms exist.

"Mast of the withesses were gonc.e
&nd military persannel,” he said.

‘Hundreds of members of the pub-
lic also had sightings aver a périod of
several hours.’ In another ingkhmt in
1980 at RAF bases in Suffolk, stafl
investigated a suspected plane crash
after bright lights were reported g}
nearby waods, They found & kind of
three-legged lunar landing module
which then flew off. Indents left in
the ground were found to emit ten
times the no:l;mal-'fa%lgiiian leve};. e

Vv Pope, who spent 21 years at the
M%E; is regarded as an guthority on
UFOs. He plans to concentrate on
lecturing and writing on alien life.

A spokesman for the Mindstry of
Defence insisted that all UFO sight-
ings were investigated for ‘evidence
to suggest that UK airspace has
been compromised by hogtile or
unauthorised air activity’. _

She added: ‘IInléss there {a such
evidence, the MaD doesn’t attempt
to positively identify what was geen.’

Alien visitor? The lnfamousr
Roswell Incident of 1947
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From: [ISHSERAN Vg Cdr

Sent: 09 November 2006 15:25

To TN

Subject: FW: FYI - PA piece

g received out of office receipts from both Simon and Hazel could | ask you to
take a look at this

Regards

Wg Cdr

D News (RAF

B —
o-mail:

From: Wg Cdr
Sent: 09 November 2006 15:23

To:
Cc:
Subject: FW: FYI - PA piece

-@ick Pope has finally broken ranks — are we happy that extant lines are sufficiently
robust to counter his allegations

Regards

Wg Cdr
D News (RAF
Tel:
e-mail:

From:
Sent: 09 November 2006 15:19
Wg Cdr

Sub%A piece

EXPERT WARNS UK '"WIDE OPEN' TO
ALIEN VISITORS

HHH DEFENCE UFOs

Topic DEFENCE

10/11/2006
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By Aislinn Simpson, PA

Page 1: 15:00

Britain is "wide open" to alien visitors and a department meant to look into UFO sightings is
virtually "closed down", a former Government expert warned today.

Despite a series of "highly credible” sightings and landings in UK territory of metallic aircraft
projecting lightbeams and emitting humming sounds, there is no longer formal interviewing of
witnesses or investigation into the sightings, he said.

Instead, those working for the Ministry of Defence UFO project spend their time releasing formerly
classified documents in answer to Freedom of Information requests from the media or members of
the public.

Nick Pope, who ran the Ministry of Defence UFO project from 1991 to 1994, said he decided to
speak out about the failure to seriously address the issue for the first time since resigning from his
MoD post at the Directorate of Defence Security this week.

"The consequences of getting this one wrong could be huge," he said.

"If you reported a UFO sighting now, I am absolutely sure that you would just get back a standard
letter telling you not to worry. Frankly we are wide open - if something does not behave like a
conventional aircraft now, it will be ignored.

"The X-Files have been closed down."

While there is no evidence of UFO hostile intent, he said, it cannot be ruled out.

"There has got to be the potential for that and one is left with the uneasy feeling that if it turned out
to be so, there is very little we could do about it," he said.

"If you believe these things are extra terrestrial craft then you cannot rule out that what is happening
is some kind of covert reconnaissance."

He said he was initially sceptical about UFOs, but access to classified files on the subject and
investigation of a series of spectacular UFO sightings gradually changed his mind.

Among these he cited reports of a "vast, triangular-shaped craft" firing a narrow beam of light onto
the ground and emitting a low-frequency humming sound that was spotted flying over RAF Cosford
in the West Midlands and RAF Shawbury in Shropshire in 1993.

"Most of the witnesses were police and military personnel," he said.
"Hundreds of members of the public also had sightings over a period of several hours.

"A meteorological officer described how it moved at a very slow speed, around 30-40 miles per
hour, then very suddenly accelerated beyond the horizon in seconds."

In another incident, at the Twin Bases of RAF Bentwaters and RAF Woodbridge in Suffolk in
December 1980, RAF staff were sent to investigate a suspected plane crash after bright lights were
reported emanating from nearby woods.

10/11/2006
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They found a kind of lunar landing module standing on three legs, decorated with strange
hieroglyphic-type markings, which then flew off. The indents it left in the ground were examined the
next morning with a Geiger Counter and emitted ten times the normal levels of radiation.

"These sort of incidents are why I got so frustrated," Mr Pope said. "In my time I would brief the
more interesting sightings up the chain of command to people like the Chief of the Air Staff and
would get the answer back that it was very interesting and I had clearly done a good job investigating
it and that was it.

"Every one is a piece of a puzzle but no one takes it seriously.

"There needs to be more resources and people who are prepared to look past the philosophical issues,
look at the reports and investigate them properly.

"Whether you believe these things are foreign air forces testing prototype aircraft or whether you
believe they are something more exotic, with the speeds and movements they are capable of, it's
technology we would very much like to get hold of."

A spokesman for the Ministry of Defence insisted that all UFO sightings were investigated for
"evidence to suggest that UK airspace has been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity".

She said: "Unless there is such evidence, the MoD doesn't attempt to positively identify what was
seen."”
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tned tocov, _".._.-
its alien hunters

THE Ministry of Defence
went 1o extraordinary

"lengths to cover up how
" much it investigated UFOs,
. according to documents

released under the Freedom
of Information Aect.

Files show that officials
tried to expunge information
from documents released to

- the Public Records Office

under the “30-year rule” that
would have revealed the

 MoD’s interest. -

In particular, the ministry
wanted to cover up the

' operation of a secret unit

dedicated to the subject
within the Defence

- Intelligence Staff.

‘The files were made public
following FOI requests by -
David Clarke, a lecturer in
journalism at Sheffield
Hallam University, and his
colleague Andy Roberts. Dr

BY ROB SINGH

Clarke said: “They don’t tell
us anything about UFOs but

_ they do show how desperate

the MoD have been to ‘
conceal the interest of the -

‘intelligence services.”

The files begin with a '
request, in 1976, from a UFO
enthusiast for access to the
MoD’s records. A note from
the UFO desk to the MoD’s
head of security shows that

. officials intended to refuse

him access as the files were
confidential and had “very
little of value to a serious .
scientific investigator”.
But the note continues: “This
is not to say that the
investigation is not taken -
seriously.” Files also show -
that attempts to alter the
public record went on we]l
into the Nmetles
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MoD tried to cover-up
secret investigation unit

10,000 eyewitness reports
mostly due to weather’

James Randerson
Science corraspondent

The Ministry of Defence went to extraor-
dinary lengths to cover up its true
involvement in investigating UFOs,
according to secret documents revealed
under the Freedom of Information Act:
The files show that officials attempted
to expunge information from documents
released to the Public Records Office

under the “30-year rule” that would have"

revealed the extent of the MoD’s interest
in UFO sightings.

In particular, the ministry wanted to
cover up the operation of a secret unit
dedicated to UFO investigations within
the Defence Intelligence Staff. UFO
conspiracy theorists have likened the unit,
called DIss5, to a sort of “Men in Black”
agency for defending the Earth against
invasion but the released documents
show this is far from the truth. One 1995
memo from DI55 to the MoD’s public
“UFO desk” said: “I have several books:at
home that describe our supposed role of
‘defender of the Earth against the alien

menace’ @ls light years from the truth!”

The fiN@vere made public following

FOIrequests by David Clarke; alécturerin: <

journalism at Sheffield Hallam University
and his colleague Andy Roberts.

“These documents den’t:tell-us:any-
thing about UFOs but they do show how
desperate the MoD have been to conceal
the interast which the intelligence ser-
vices ha’the subject,” said Dr Clarke.

The tr™®egins with a request, in 1976,
from a UFO enthusiast called Julian
Hennessy for access to the MoD’s records
on UFO sightings. A note from the UFO
desk to the MoD’s head of security on
March 23 shows that officials intended to
refuse him access on the grounds that the
files contain confidential information and
“very little of value to a serious scientific
investigator”.

But the note continues: “This is not to
say that the investigation is not taken se-
riously. The branches have their own
methods — and [the public UFO desk] has
no ‘need to know’ about them — but we
are aware that DI55 for example some-
times makes extensive inquiries.

“Itis undesirable that even a hint of this
should become public and we are cur-
rently consulting the [Air Historical
Branch] on ways of expurgating the offi-
cial records against the time when they
qualify for disclosure [at the Public
Records Office].”

Hearing of the backgrourid to his fob off
30 years'ago Mr Hennessy, who is alocal
magistrate, was not surprised. “Every-
thing led me to believe there was a major

\ere anybo y out
from the mlnlstr hid the

ed the aircraft wasaspy
‘Aurora, desxgned by the

Throw three times over your left shoulder
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want to let the public know just how in-
terested they were in these phenomena.”

Attempts to alter the public record
went on into the 90s. In a note dated April
281993 from DI55 to the public UFO desk
the unnamed author argued the unit’s in-
volvement should be excised from records
due to bereleased under the 30-year rule.
But the cat was already out of the bag. A
clerical error in 1983 had meant that the
distribution list was incorrectly left on a
publicly released UFO-related document,
so UFO enthusiasts were already asking
questions.

“Since then they have obv1ously been
bombarded by people saying who is this
DI55, what do they do, what is the extent
of their involvement,” said Dr Clarke.

Eventually, DI55 decided to allow its in-
volvement to be made public. A note from
DI55 to the publicUFO desk on 5July 1995

~said: “I see no reason for continuing to

deny that the [Defence Intelligence Ser-
vicel'hasan interest in UFOs. However, if
the association is formally made public
then the MoD will no doubt be pressured
to state what the intelligence role/inter-
est is. This could lead to disbelief and em-
barrassment since few people are likely to
believe the truth that lack of funds and
higher priorities have prevented any study

- of the thousands of reports received.”

At this point someone, presumably

cover up going on,” he said.“They didn’t

. Skywatch

An infrared view of the Trifid
nebula. Britain’s investigation into
UFOs has been clouded in secrecy

] Reuters

from the public UFO desk, has scribbled
“ouch!” in the margin.

“The lengths they went to to remove
any mention of the Defence Intelligence
Staff’s central role in investigating sight-
ings suggests they had something to
hide,” said Dr Clarke. “But what they were
hiding was not evidence of ET visits but
embarrassment at the fact they were
never allowed to spend public money on
investigating the subject in any depth.”

‘It is undesirable that
even a hint of this
should become public’
Mol note on UFG inves

The full extent of DI55’s involvement has
subsequently been made clear by areport
released to Dr Clarke in May and reported
in the Guardian. That threw up a 500-page
document which brought together every-
thing the unit knew about UFOs, or
Unidentified Aerial Phenomena (UAPs) as
the MoD prefers, including more than
10,000 sightings. It said the existence of
UAPs was “indisputable”, but blamed the
most vexing sighting on airborne “plas-
mas” formed during “more than one set
of weather and electrically charged
conditions”, or during meteor showers.
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Fax from :

roH.0.

8 Mereury July/August 1996

by Lises i disare rnthenght
pl.mes, but dida't thiitk too such of it at that time.”

Another source confirmed thar five members of a family from
Rugeley, Seaffordshire, saw a buge diamond-shaped object flying
steadily over their heads. They estimated its altitude at less than
1000 fi, and irs length at abowt 400 fi. They also reported 2 low
bumming notse, like the noise of bass notes you may ‘feel’ at a pop
concert. Because it was flying so low they thowght it was going to
land in a field, but when they stopped ar a gats to try to see it
there was nothing there. Thetr experience was described as
‘not pleasant.

0130: “I was gerting ready to do my next observation when
the policeman called in again, himsclf now quite excited,
saying that he and rwo colleagues had just seen the same thing
only minutes carlier and thar it was now heading my way. |

story 71 tlmught.. ‘
“A few days later, a gizy call
heard about the incident and|

dido’t know there was a1 Go
whose job it was to monitor

ed Nick Pope froim Whitchall
contacted me asking for details. 1
jrument departoent in London
these things. Apparently there
were over 30 sightings thae nfght through the West Midlands,

Welsh/English border area anfi the south-west.”

Nick Pope, a civil servant, jr arked for the MoD’s Secretariat
(Air Staff) 2a, the section resgonsible for advising defence
ministers and air force oﬁicep on policy and polidcal macers
regarding RAF operations. He was the “UFO Desk Officer’,
responsible for collecting, do menting, and solving where
possible, sightings of unexplathed nature. Wayne's reporr is
officially recorded here, but ag yer there are still no
explanations for what he and fip to 40 other people saw that
early morning in March 1993

VoL T (I P T PRSI

© Crown Copyright
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went out to do the observation ar twenty-five 1o two,” .
“This ardcle is writen at the possible expense of my funure
135: Strangely cnough, while he was outside something cateer and reputation. ‘Don't db it!" advised my boss, as he
appeared, similar to what the policeman had described. A choked with laughter on his figh-paste sandwiches when I told .
group of lights was moving erratically, and then became him the story,” joked Wayne, dow a forecaster at RAF Lyncham.
stationary 1o the north of the airfield, and below them was a | o ‘ . _
beam of white light which appeared to be ‘scanning’ 2 nearby “Howevet, after a piece in : Daily Mail (then surely it must '
hill. This beam swept the counuyside from left to right, as if be tmd}: a feature on Ne"-u.’jn.z rand a request by the happily
looking for somethingg in the flelds and hedgerows. This D'Pm--ﬂundffd Mercury editorial tcam, [ venture pei 1o papar.
sighting was not jusr a second’s glimpse, Wayne watched for l'm \fvondelnn,g if Dana Scully from The X‘_F’l""s Wlﬂ CUTIL WP
several minutes, long cnough to attempt to estimate the size as and investigare. | suspect UFGS are more likely!” he said. |
chat of 2 very large aircraft. He was just about 1o return to the W
office when the lighes suddenly streaked across the airficld i
accompanied by a low humming noise, over his head ar a faidy & |
lnw—iev:l and at se:vv:ra.l hundred miles per hour_ o B I'--”_“-_::_____'=L_j o rrereem o o -
Waync: -:::ud T have worked at military fast-jec and 3 & Y :_ 3
helicoprer airhelds and didn't recopnize the object as eicher of R LR ATIES
these kinds of airceafr. Tt was moving too quickly to be a Le
| :
Croan Coeyrgbe applhes |
i e SRS~ |
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there, say
real X-Files

BY MARK PRIGG, science Correspondent

BRITAIN'S secret X-files have revealed a flurry of
UFO activity in the last two weeks, it was revealed
today.

The Ministry of Defence logs, released under the
Freedom of Information Act, include a sighting of
“strange lights in the sky” two weeks ago in
Whitstable. On the same night a “flying saucer”
was spotted over Stoke on Trent, and alsoin
Staffordshire and Cambridgeshire.

Other sightings give more detail. A report from
Devizes in Wiltshire on 24 September last year
records an object that “looked liked a big ball of
fire coming down from the sky with a tail and
sparks coming off the end of it”.

Another, from Somerset the week before, states:
“The object looked like a great bright light and was
really intense, like a ball of fire coming down from
the sky, rapidly moving towards the ground.”

Even MoD chiefs admit they are flummoxed by
some sightings. A report from Surrey last May
describes a UFO as having “grooves and windows”
but no room for humans. The MoD inspector notes
that the “witness had seen the object so clearly”.

The files show that last year the MoD’s UFO unit
received 88 reports from military staff and
members of the public worried about unexplained
objects in our skies. The most cormmon colours for
a UFO are yellow, orange or black.

A Ministry of Defence document released with
the ™ :reveals that the MeD “remains totally
ope .nded” as to “the question of the existence
or otherwise of extra-terrestrial lifeforms”. The
Ministry said the documents are a fraction of the
thousands of records of alleged alien visits.

. single night two

Close encounters:
recent reported
sightings of UFOs
include fourina

weeks ago

Now ‘careless’ killer
1 “vers face prison

JRIVERS who cause
atal crashes while using
nobile phones or eating
it the wheel face up to
ive years in prison
inder - government pro-
»osals unveiled today.
Ministers want tougher
unishments for ‘those
:onvicted of causing
leath by careless driving
— the present maximum
yenalty is a £2,500 fine.
Banned drivers who
ake to the wheel and kill
uso face five-year maxi-
num jail terms. Unin-
sured drivers who kill
nay be freated.in the

BY BEN LEAPMAN

Home Affairs Correspondent

same way. Maximum sen-
tences for dangerous
driving and aggravated
vehicle taking may rise
from two years to five.
Death by dangerous
driving can already
bring a 14-year jail term.
But other proposals
would introduce commu-
nity penalties for some
lesser offences — includ-
ing driving while disqual-
ified — which at present
attract prison sentences.

A nation of wine buffs

IRITONS are embracing

7ine culture as never -

efore, with adult drink-
ng on course to top a bot-
le a week within 20 years,
vrites Jonathan Prynn.
Figures from wine exhi-
ition organiser Vinexpo
how consumption per
iead grew by almost a
ifth to a record 24.8 litres
— or 33 bottles per adult

between 1999 and 2008.
It is forecast to rise a fur-
ther 12per cent by 2008 to
reach 28 litres, or 37 bot-
tles each, reaching a bottle

.a week within 20 years.

Underlying consumption
is certain to be higher as
the figures do not include
the wvast amounts of
wine brought back by
“booze -cruisers”.

A £250,000 new ‘you' in wax

{YLIE did it once, the Beckhams have done it
wice and, when Terry Wogan had served his
ime, his was melted down for Ant and Dec, Now
‘on too can have a waxwork made in your image
iy Madame Tussauds. The museum has teamed
ip with Harrods to offer the £250,000 *VIP gift”,
vhich takes three months to make,

| Buy lhe award winning Goodyear Ilydraﬁrm
tyre from your local Hi-Q store.

Call into Hi-Q and you can buy the tyre that really reagns in the wet
» Awarded Best Family Car Tyre of 2004 by Autnaar magazm i

L i was 8 wet hrakmg :esi‘s lhal rea!)y s!mwed the importance
’; i - B ! R A INING uf»c!zmasmn tha rigm tyres These iests shaweﬂ a ﬂaggering ten
& ' CHAMPION pping distance beiweenﬁm Goodyeat HydraGrip and the

_,_syqrsrt pertnm;mg of the well-known tyre brands™. =~

First-class emergency'r"brakmg v
" Excelient side’ grip and lateral stabimy' '
Unrivalled resistance to aquaplaning

..

You get it straight from -

TYRES £XHAUSTS BAITERIES BRAKES SUSPENSION SERVIG(NS MOT

wwwhiqtyres.com
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By Robin Yapp
Science Reporter

WHETHER you helieve in UFOs
or not, they are not the sort of
witnesses you can easily dismiss
as cranks,

An RAF lieutenant, a police super-
intendent and a British Airways pilot
are among those whose close encoun-
ters are detailed in secret Minjstry of
Defence documents.just released.

Britain’s X-Files, as they are being
referred to, have been published to com-
ply with Freedom of Information laws
which came into force on J anuary 1.

Among thousands of sightings is the
one reported by Fit Lt A M Wood and
two non-commissioned officers at RAF

Boulmer in Northumberland in July 1977,

They saw ‘bright objects hanging over
the sea’ around three miles from the
coast at a height of around 5,0001t.

‘The objects separated,” says the
report. “Then one went west of the other.
As 1t manoeuvred it changed shape to
become body-shaped with projections
like arms and legs.’ :

Men positioned at the RAF station were
able to observe the objects for an hour and
40 minutes before they disappeared. The
report describes Flt Lt Wood as ‘sober and

Revealed, UFO sightings

reliable’ and shows that the objects were
also picked up by military radar.

Earlier the same year, on April 8, a
Superintendent Cooper, of West York-.
shire Police, reported seeing a UFO in
the form of a *bright, silver light’ while on
duty in a patrol car in Laisterdyke.

‘At first I thought this wasa bright star’
he says. ‘It was low in the sky, a long dis-
tance away. Then I thought that this

light was moving.’ He contin-
ued to watch it as it-moved
over a series of rooftops
befere it ‘suddenly vanished’.

Brilliant white,
cigar-shaped
“

There were no supportive
sightings. )

In July 1976, the captain of a
British Airways Tri-Star on a
return flight from Partugal
told air traffic controllers of
‘four objects - two round bril-
liant white, two cigar-shaped’
18 miles north of Faro.

Fighter jets were scrambled

from Lisbon as a precaution

and shortly afterwards Tri-
Star crew on two other flights
in the same area réported
similar sightings.

Not all reports are taken
seriously by MoD officials.
- Bightings near Derby in 1977
were diseounted because wit-
nesses had been ‘imbibing at
the local hostelry’. .

There is also a new perspec-
tive on one of the most widely

discussed of all UFO inci-
dents — the sighting reported
by American airmen in a foggy
Rendlesham Forest in Suffolic
on Boxing Day 1980,

They reported an electronic
wailing which they at first
feared was a crashing plane or
helicopter. Lieutenant Colonel
Charles Halt recorded what
his men had seen as being
‘metallic in appearance and
triangular in shape’ and illu-
minating the entire forest
with a white light.

Witnesses said animals on a
nearby farm went into a
frenzy and USAF security
patrolman Larry Warren
described feeling nauseous as
he saw three ‘aeronaut enti-
ties’ 3ft tall and resembling
‘kids in snowsuits’,

Such was the excitement
among UFQ enthusiasts that
the incident became known
as ‘Britain’s Roswell’ - in ref-
erence to the famous incident
in New Mexico in 1947 when a
flying saucer is said to have
crash-landed in the desert.

But what documents just
released by Suffolk Police

reveal is that two years ago
Kevin Conde, an airman
at RAF Woodbridge.in
Suffolk, claimed he had faked
the Rendlesham Forest inei-
dent as a practical joke on a
friend. .

He said he had turmned a bat-
tered American police car
into a spacecraft by sticking
red and green lenses on it and
driving around in circles in fog
with a PA loudspeaker going
and lights flashing,

Files on the Suffolk Police
website reveal further details

‘Sent troops
to investigate’
e S A

of what went on that night.
They show that the airbase
contacted the police com-
mand desk to report: “We have
a sighting of some unusual
lights in the sky, have sent
some unarmed troops to
Investigate, we are terming it
as a UFO at present.’

The following day a second

kept secret for decades
by Ministry of Defence

scene states: *We have found
a place where a craft of some
sort seems to have landed,’

But UFO spotters will he
disappointed to learn that it
adds: ‘There were three
marks in the area which did
not follow a set pattern. The
impressions made by the
marks were of no depth and
could have been made by an
animal,’

An MoD report sent from
RAF Cosford on July 14, 1976,
reported that a 66-year-old
woman from Wolverhampton
claimed to have seen a
‘white, bar-shaped’ object in
the sky.

It added that she was mar-
ried to aretired RAF pilot and
he ‘did not observe ‘anything
from his seated position’.

A man from Rotherham
reported four sightings to his
local radar station on August
T and 8, 1976. But the MoD
rajses a metaphoric eyebrow
with the comment: ‘He evi-
dently runs a UFQ sightings
club and has been logging
UFOs for three years.’

report from officers at the

© Crown Copyright
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For four years NICK POPE worked for the Government's secret

HE THREE RAF Tornado

aircraft were on a routine flight

from the UK to Germany,
travelling at 600mph. At that
speed, their pilots are trained to
expect the unexpected.

But something happened that day that noth-

- ingin their years of experience could have pre-

pared them for.

Out of nowhere, a mysterious craft emerged
on their wing tips and overtook the jets. The
object was massive and covered with blue and
white lights.

For a brief moment, the craft flew ahead of
the Tornados, before accelerating away into
the distance at an unimaginable speed.

The shocked pilots contacted air traffic con-

. trollers. What in God’s name was that?

The control centre was unable to help. Noth-
ing had showed up on its radar. Officially, at
least, the craft had never existed.

It sounds like a plot from TV’s The X Files,
but it isn't. It really happened. The incident
occurred on November 5, 1990, and on the fol-
lowing day the military authorities sent a sig-
nal to the Ministry of Defence, classifying the
incident as a UFO sighting.

Extraordinary? Yes. But an isolated inci-
dent? Absolutely not. The truth is that the
MoD has thousands of such UFO reports on
file. And as of last week, we know a little more
about a handful of them.

The UK’s Freedom Of Information Act came
fully into force at the beginning of the month,
giving unprecedented access to official docu-

.ments. To mark the Act’s new statutory right

know, the UK's Naticnal Archives have just
.«1eased more than 50,000 files. And as the
Mail reported, these included many of the
MoD’s UFO files.

And yet they represent just the tip of the ice-
berg. The reason I'm 50 certain is simple — I
helped compile them. .

From 1991 to 1894, I worked in Secretariat
(Air Staff) 2A at the Ministry of Defence.
There, it was my duty to assess reported UFQO
sightings, of which we received 200 to 300 a
year. .

When I started, I was sceptical about the
paranormal. But by the time I left the depart-
ment, my mind had been opened to the possi-

ity that the universe is a very much stranger
_ .ace than conventional science might sug- -
gest. I believed I had clear evidence that craft
of unknown origin were demonstrating a tech-
nclogy far in advance of our own.

I made it my business to do

everything I could to find rational
explanations of reported sight-
ings. Was there military activity in
the area? Was there an astronom-
ical event such as a shooting star,
perhaps, or space debris re-enter-
Ing the earth’s atmosphere?
Flocks of birds, especially when
seen in an odd light, can have a
strange appearance and the
oddest illusions can be caused by

The pilot ducked
as the silver
object flashed by

certain cloud formations. And yet,
and yet ...

My investigations showed that
while most UFOs could be-
explained in terms of misidentifi-
cations of ordinary objects and
phenomena, I was intrigued by a
small number that apparently
defied rational explanation.

Structured eraft of unknown ori-
gin were, so it seemed, routinely
penetrating our airspace and per-
forming impoessible manoeuvres.

I was particularly intrigued by
cases where the witnesses were
trained observers, such as pilots
or police officers, or where sight-
ings were corroborated by photo-

graphic or radar evidence. ol

Over the years, there have heen\
many such cases, and several inci-
dents where RAF aircraft have
tried — unsuccessfully — %o inter-
cept UFOs tracked on radar.
Some encounters, it seems, have
been alittle too close for comfort.

On January 6, 1995, a British

Airways 737 on its descent to
Manchester airport came close to
colliding with a UFO. The pilot
and first officer both saw the craft
and instinctively ducked as the
triangular-shaped silver object
flashed past them. The Civil
Aviation Authority had no option
other than to classify the risk of
collision as ‘unassessable’. Or was
it simply that the only possible
explanation was too startling
to contemplate?

Historically, the authorities have
noet always been so reluctant to
acknowledge the possibility of the
unknown. The MoD first became
involved in the search for the
truth about UFOs in 1950, when
the Chief Scientific Adviser (the
great radar pioneer Sir Henry
Tizard) ruled that UFO sightings
should not be dismissed.

He asked that a small group be
set up to look into the matter and
a study was duly carried out in
great secrecy by scientific and
technical intelligence specialists.

Several high-profile figures also
spoke of their belief that UFOs
might be extra-terrestrial. These
included Earl Mounthatten of
Burma, former World War II air
chief Lord Dowding and a royal
eqcuerry, Sir Peter Horsley, who
retired as Deputy Commander-in-
Chief at Headquarters Strike
Command.

Several MPs and peers have
tabled questions in Parliament.

1 The House of Lords even held a
debate on the subject in 1979. But
still, the files remained closed.

S0 do the newly released
documents shed any real light on
the matter?

They are a mixed bag. Much of

the material is mundane, detail-
ing nothing more interesting
than a vague light in the sky.

Still buried in the MOD
archives are far less-easily
dismissed encounters.

For example, in the early hours
of March 31, 1993, a UFO flew .
over two military bases in the
Midlands. At RAF Cosford, it was
seen by a guard patrol and an
official report was sent to the
MoeD. At RAF Shawbury, it was
seen by the Meteorological Offi-
cer, who described it as a vast,
slow-moving triangular-shaped
craft flying at about 200ft.

The craft was making a low
frequency humming sound and
firing a narrow beam of light
down at a field just beyond the
perimeter fence. The light beam
swept to and fro as if it were try-
ing to locate something.

The light was suddenly
switched off and the craft shot off
at high speed, giving rise to
G-forces that would surely have
killed any human occupants.

I launched a full investigation,
but we never got any satisfactory
answers. My official findings for
the MoD read: “Type of craft,
unknown. Origin of craft,
unknown. Motive of occupants,
unknown.’

It seemed a horribly inconclu-
sive assessment. But it was by no
means an isolated case.

Three years before the Cosford
and Shawbury incident, the
Belgian Air Force had scrambled
F-16 fighters to intercept a UFQ
they were tracking on radar. The
pilots soon picked up the object
on their own airborne radar, but
every time they achieved a ‘lock-

© Crown Copyright

on’ to track it through the skies,
the craft managed to elude them.
Unlike the understandable
scepticism of the British high
command, the Belgian Air Force
was quite convinced of the reality
of the UFO encounter and its
possible implications. Their
prime observation was: ‘Thank
goodness they weren't hostile.’
Then, of course, there is
perhaps the UK’s most famous
UFO case — the so-called
Rendlesham Forest incident,
Over the Christmas period in
1680, witnesses spotted a series

It was humming
and fired a thin
beam of light

of mysterious lights near the twin
United States Air Force bases at
Bentwaters and Woodbridge in
Suffolk, a sighting which has
been the subject of ferce debate
between sceptics and believers.
It was, so it seemed, inexplica-
ble. But then, two years ago, a
former U.S. security policeman
came forward to say the ‘UFQ’
had, in fact, been part of an elab-
crate practical joke. He claimed
he had driven an old U.S: police
car into the forest, switched on
the emergency lights and made
sinister noises through the loud-
speaker to spook his'colleagues.
Mystery solved? Not quite.
Some disturbing facts remain:
witnesses continue to insist that
what they saw darting through

 unit. Only now can he reveal the astonishing truth about ...

the sky that night was like
nothing else on earth. U.S. Air |
Force Sergeant John Burroughs
says: “The stuff we saw cannot be
taken for a police car No way.’

Furthermore, a document from
the MoD’s Defence Intelligence
Staff states unequivocally that a
radiation reading taken from the
site ‘seems significantly higher
than the average background’
and adds that they ‘do not know
of any serious explanation for the
phenomenon described’.

One of the best authorities on
the Rendlesham Forest incident,
Georgina Bruni, once managed
to quiz former Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher on the case
and on the UFO phenomenon

- generally.

Raising the issue with her at a
charity ction on May 21, 1997,
she elicited the following cryptic
response: 'UFOs? You must get
your facts right... and you can’t
tell the people.’ .

What could she have meant?

Conspiracy theorists love this
sort of thing, and are unlikely to
be satisfied by any release of
papers from the archives that
don't support their own beliefs.

And I do know that in those
MoD files that are still closed lie
stories that, even to this day, defy
rational explanation.

As I surveyed these files during
my tour of duty on the UK’s UFOQ
project, I was put in mind of The
X Files soundbite “The truth is
out there’. The truth wasn’'t out
there, it was in there — in the
MoD's real X Files.

And it’s still there today, just
waiting to be discovered.
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Germany, 1992
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They’ve been locked away for years. Now the Freedom of Information Act has allowed access to a mountain of remarkable
documents detailing UFO sightings across Britain. From the ambassador who spotted a pear-shaped object trailing golden
sparks, to the engineer who saw an ‘aerial circus’ above next door’s bungalow, we present extracts from our very own X-Files

Photographs by Graham Trott

4 nidentfied flying objects are still
i regarded as an American phenome-
non. Stephen Spielberg’s films Close

. Encounters of the Third Kind and ET are
born out of a culture deeply rooted in stories
such as Roswell in 1947, when an alien spaceship
is supposed to have crashed and its occupants
captured by the US rhilitary.

In Britain we remain more sceptical about
such things. The truth may well be out there but
we want to see some pretty compelling evidence
first before we can say we are wuly not alone.

To date the most credible UFO sighting in
this country concerns a strange incident that
took place in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk,
during Christinas 1980. Military personnel at
the twin US Air Force bases at Brentwaters and
Woodbridge reported hearing a loud whirring
sound and then seeing bright ofange lights that
illuminated the centre of the forest. But we
wouldn’t even know about this if it hadn’t been
for an American citizen who made a request
under US freedom of information laws.

On 1 January this year our own Freedom of
Information Act came into force and some of the

first documents to be disclosed concerned home-
grown sightings from the mid-1970s, previously
kept secret by the Ministry of Defence’s special
UFO department, known as S4F.

These have been described as our very own
X-Files; they detail thousands of observations of
unidentified flying objects made by housewives,
British Airways pilots and senior police officers.

Among the most noteworthy reports is one
registered by an RAF pilot and two NCOs at
RAF Boulmer in Northumberfand. In July 1977
Flt Lt AM Wood reported “bright objects hang-
ing over the sea”. The file adds that the officer
said the closest object was “lumninous, round and
four to five times larger than a Whirlwind heli-
copter”. The UFOs were reported to bé three
miles out to sea at a height of 2bout 5,000ft.

The officer, whose report is supported by Cpl
Torrington and Sgt Graham, said: “The objects
separated, Then one went west of the other, as it
manoeuvred it changed shape to become body-
shaped with projections like arms and legs.” The
men who were positioned at the look-out post at
the RAF station were able to observe the scrange
objects for an hour and 40 minutes.

THE INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY - 17 APRIL 2005

Ar the same time a radar station detected the
objects in exactly the same position as the men
had observed them.

The MoD report describes Flt Lt Wood as
“reliable and sober”. It adds: “Two contacts
were noted on radar, both T84 and ‘T85, at RAF
Boulmer. They were also seen on the Staxton
Wold radar picture which is relayed to West
Drayton... On seeing the objects on radar
the duty controller checked with the SRO at
RAF West Drayton as to whether he could
see the objects on radar supplied from RAF
Staxton Wold.”

Not all of the reports sent to the MoD

“T'he objects separated. Then
one went west of the other, as it
manoeuvred it changed shape
to become body-shaped with
projections like arms and legs’

© Crown Copyright

are quite so credible. Many have an apologedc
tone, perhaps conveying the observer’s own
sense of incredulity about what they believe
they have seen.

In turn, officials working at the Ministry of
Defence’s UFO department courteously answer
all enquiries with a standard letter reminding
the author of the report that most unidentified
flying objects can be explained as weather
balloons, falling satellites or unusual meteoro-
logical phenomena.

For those that can’, the MoD adds a para-
graph setting out the Government’s agnostic
position on visitors from outer-space: “The
MoD does not have any expertise or role in
respect of UFO/flying saucer matters or to the
question of the existence or otherwise of extra-
terrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains
totally open-minded.”

Occasionally the UFQO office can be more
expansive still in its responses, as you will see on
the following pages, where we present an
intriguing selection of letters retrieved from the

National Archives. Prepare for 2 journey into
the unknown... -»
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AERIALCIRCUS

Dear Mr Appleby: I enclose for your interest,
details of an extraordinary sighting by myself
and my wife on Friday night, 31 January [1975].

1 shall be interested to learn if you have
received any other reports that correspond with
Ty GWI EXPETIEnCes.

Date and Time: 31 January from 22.20

t0 22.25 approximately.

Place: 6 Richmond Road, Caversham Heighrs,
Reading, Berkshire.

Weather: Clear moonless night, stars only
visible. No ground wind, temperature falling
but no frost.

Observers: (i) Mr Alan Edwin Lott, C. Eng,,
FIEE, FIERE, Civil Servant, AWRE,

MOD (PE), Age 52.

(ii) Mirs Clarice Doreen Lott, Housewife, Age 50.
Details of observation: After spending a quiet
evening at home T left the house ar 22.20
approximately with my dog for a short walk.
. 'The dog stopped just outside the front gate and
I casually looked around the firmament. I was
surprised to see very bright lights in the sky to
the a~<t beyond the bungalow next door (No. 4)
an-  2r studying them for perhaps 10 or 15
seconds realised that I was watching something
extraordinary.

I immediately returned to the house and told
my wife to come outside and whilst she putona
coat I obtained a pair of 8x 40 binoculars. I sup-
pose that about half-a-minute elapsed between
enr~-ing the house and coming our again.

looking for the lights I discovered that
they were moving slowly in a straight line
almost exactly East to Wesr and were now
directly above my house.

Tt was clear to the naked eye that there were
three extremely bright lights of an orangefyel-
low colour arranged as a large equilateral trian-
gle. There were two other very small lights, one
red and one white. See Fig. I [pictured below].
All of the lights were steady with no flashing.

UEoD,
BRILLIANT LIGHT
SMALL RED LGHT
SHALL WHITE LIGHT 9

BRILLIAKT LIGHT
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There were no beams of light as with search-
lights, just the steady brilliant glare.

My wife continued to watch and I then
trained my binoculars on the display. I was
unable to see anything through the binoculars
additional to that seen by the naked eye. I was
most surprised at this, I had expected to see the
dark oudine of an aircraft with perhaps fuselage
lights and perhaps efftux from a jet engine.

The separation of the lights suggested a very
large body flying very low but the UFO was
travelling so slowly that it could not have been
any conventional aircraft. The sighting from
start to finish lasted about five minutes whereas
the aircraft we see here are usually out of sight in
about 15 seconds.

We watched the whole apparition steadily
float into the distance and vanish silently behind
houses and trees further down Richmond Road.
Tlooked at my watch and it was 22.25.

The dog took no interest but sat waiting to
be taken for his walk.

Comment: As a casual amateur astronomer 1
can categorically state that this was not any form
of “heavenly body” or satellite.

Also having lived at the above address for
18 years T am fully conversant with ali types of
aircraft that infest the airspace at Caversham
and their appearance and sound.

1 am quite unable to account in any way for
this “aerial circus”. It was quite unlike anything
Thave seen.

AE Lot
Aromic Weapoms Research Establisbment
Aldermastom, Reading, 3 February 1975

FRIGHTENING EVENT
Dear Sir: ] am writing to you to report a rather
strange happening which occurred on Friday,
31 October 1975.

Before going into detail I would like to say
that I have written a letter to you before con-
cerning the same subject. This was back in July

~ (28th) 1975, but although it seemed a strange

happening I accepted your explanation and
thought no more ofit.

However since then I sometimes take a quick
“glance” through my binoculars on a fine clear
evening just to see if anything strange is around.

On Friday, I was glancing at the night sky
when I suddenly noticed a bright red lLight. Tt
toved so erratically and so fast that there was no
way in which it could be classed as an aeroplane.
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Then quite suddenly the red light seemed to
turn in flight as if to reveal its top. As this wasin
progress it changed to a rmass of white lights.

Now it is hard to explain what this resembles
but if you can imagine an aerial view of one of
those fairground merry-go-rounds with masses
of light bulbs, glowing then this would be very
much a likeness to what I saw.

I enclose a few rough sketches [pictared
below]. [ hope you will reply to this letter. [ am
sensible married man. T am no space mad “crank”
or any other sort of fool. [ would just like to know
what on earth this frightening event could be.
mayekin—

Essex, 3 November 1975
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INEXPLICABLE BLIP
Dear Sirs: T was advised by a Iinisiem—m
immmm of the Information Branch, RAE
Farnborough to write to you for information
concerning anomalous radar returns (possibly)
at the ime and place stated below:
Time: 12.15 hrs
Date: Friday 23rd January 1976
Location: Watford Road, Wembley, Middx
Object Seen: Large rotating ovoid hovering at
approximately 1,000m.

T would be grateful if you could provide

Bl

Lovs oF H

informaticn that might explain

the appearance of an object
[pictured right).

27 March 1976

DIPLOMATICINCIDENT
LOOSEMINUTE

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

1. Artached is a copy of a letter, passed to us by
the National Air Traffic Services, from the Air
Atrtache in Berne enclosing a UFO report made
by the British Ambassader to Switzerland and a
news cutting.

2. Although the report indicates a doubt as to
whether the incident occurred on 14th or 15th
of October, the report made by the Ambassador
to RAF Manston, which was passed on to us,
referred to the incident as being on the 14th
October. The news cutting refers to a sighting
on 15th October by a Mr Frear, who did not
make areport to S4F

3. Although we do not normally undertake to
advise observers of the possible identity of the
object seen, we will in this case have to respond
to the Ambassador’ specific request to the Air
Attache to obtain comments. I should be very
grateful therefore if you could suggest a possible

" explanation of this phenomena.

Miss S F Famieson
MOD, Whitehall, 22 November 1977

SIGHTING OF AN UNIDENTIFIED

FLYING OBJECT (UFQ)

At 6.45pm on the evening of either October
14th or 15th — I regret that I cannot be more
precise about the date — I was driving from my
house along Wassall Lane near the village of
Rolvenden Layne in Kent when through my car
windscreen I sighted to the north of me, an
object in the sky, at an inclination of some 18 or

20ft above the horizon, travelling fast from

south to north and shaped somewhat like a flat-
tened avocado pear. The blunt and leading end
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‘If you can imagine one of those
fairground merry-go-rounds
with masses of light bulbs
glowing, then this would be very
much a likeness to what I saw’

Saucer Insplratiori:

a sketch supplied by
ananonymous UFG
aobserver, above; and a
Kent schoolgir?’s closs
encounter, top left
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seemed to be rimmed horizontally by some sort
of phosphor or bronze metal which shone quite
distncty. The general body of the object was
emitting a pronounced bluish light and from
the tapering or trailing end there was a stream
of golden sparks. The whole sighting took only
a matter of one or one-and-a-half seconds but
my impression of what I had seen was so vivid
that when a few minutes later I entered the
“Ewe and Lamb” public house in Rolvenden
Layne (for a well-deserved pint of bitter after a
hard day’s work in the garden), I immediately
announced to the landlord, Mr Joe Hoad, that

" Thad just seen my first UFO.

I did nothing further about this undl I saw
the attached report in the Kent Courier of 28
October [pictured below left].

My interlocutor was polite encugh but took
care to say that I should not necessarily expectto
hear anything further from the RAF. I can well
understand why RAF Dty Officers say this to
people who call in with reports of sightings of
UFOs eg because the report is a hoax or because
the person making it is an unreliable witness
or dotty or drunk. However [ was certainly not
drunk at 6.45 in the evening nor am I dotty nor
an unreliable witness. I should therefore be
grateful if you can follow this strange story up a
bit and see whether we can extract any com-
ment from the competent authorities.

A K Rothnie
British Ernbassy, Berne, 8 November 1977

I'TWASSWIFT, ITWAS LARGE

A report, 29 November 1976 early hours of
Monday am (between Sunday night and
Monday am) about 3am.

Tt was barely light.

I'woke in bed, facing the window (in front
bedroom of house) and saw what ! thought was
the moon and thought — what a bright moon -
then realised I had never seen the moon in this
part of the sky before.

It was a quarter moon, then I
saw it was moving.

Tt moved nearer, overhead
in Guildford Town
direction. Coming
from the nght of
the cathedral site. It wasn’t
all that high in the sky.

I heard a “high drone” as it
neared. It was swift, it was Jarge. It
was round in body structure and
very brightly Iit underneath.

1 tried to absorb as much as possible before it
passed trom my view to the back of the hovses,

The “underneath” from my view point
looked like this [pictured above]. [ could discern
long thin iegs from the body strizcture.

It was very large. ftwas no plane. As it passed
overhead, there was a flurry of air or cloud
around it.

Next Day, T phoned the police, in case it

had been reported to them. But no one had‘

seen anything.
ldidsee it
Mrs 7H Cleghorn
Guildford, Surrey. 9 December 1976

THE INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY - [7 APRIL 2005

Dear Mrs Cleghorn: I am writing to thank you
for your letter of the 9th December and the
detailed account of the unidentified flying
object which you saw during the night of the
28th and early morning of the 29th November.

As ] explained we cannot undertake to pur-
sue our research beyond our defence interests.

You may, however, wish to know that over
the past number of years sightings are consid-
ered 1o originate in the main, from aircraft or
the lights of aircraft being seen under unusual
conditions, balloons and various meteorological
phencmenon as well as astronomical sightings,
space satellites and space “junk”.

I'am sorry that I cannot assist you any further
with any account on what you actually saw.
FMcBlane
MOD Main Building, London, 23 December 1976

BRIGHTER THAN THE MOON
Dear Sir: I am sending to you the particulars of
a UFQ that I saw in this region last night. I
wonder if identification conld be made.

] and my friend are amateur “star gazers”
and have never before seen anything like this.
It most certainly was not an aircraft, weather
balloon, planet or star.

Date: October 12¢h 1977

Time: 20.50BST

Duration: approx one second

Description: spherical, brilliant white, very

much more brighter than full moon on good
night {about 10x). No noise heard.

Position: Observed from forecourt of 3,
Hampden Rise (350ft above mean sea level)
Position of UFO: Moved from behind house
(INo.2) and descended to disappear behind
single-storey garage.

Range: No idea of distance.

Speed: Unbeknown but extremely fast.
Conditions: Perfect visibility, just a little cloud
very low in west.

Notification: No authorities previously notified.

I was sighting on Capella, preparatory to
finding the planet Jupiter when suddenly a
large, intensely white object flashed across
my field of view, as in the diagram [pictured
below left].

It completely blotted all stars in the neigh-
bourhood, and though it was gone in one
second, it could not have been a wick of the
imagination, as my eyes were stationery and the
streetlamps are yellow. Meteors are ruled out
because a disc was visible.

Twould be grateful if you could inform me of
your identfication, if possible.

Mark Porter (age 15%)
Royston, Herzs, 13 October 1977

L, Peter Melling of 3 Hampden Rise do hereby
confirm that my friend Mark was truly
astounded at what he saw, and could find no
terrestrial or astronomical explanation for this
unusual observation

Peter Melling (Age 16%)

INEARLY HAD KITTENS

Dear Sir: I enclose a sketch of the craft I saw
fpictured below] on Friday morning Sth
November at 6.21am. I am not doing this as a
hoax and I don’t want any publicity whatsoever
or it going to the press, as if it does I will deny
everything, T hope you will treat this matter in
strict confidence. :
Name withheld

Huntingdon, Cambs, 10 Novernber 1976 -
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MOD note (by M HE Mackey): Further to RAF

Wryton Signal 05133DZ Nov, I had asked RAF -

Wton to try and obtain precise location of inci-
dent reported at Oxmoor Estate on 5 Nov ’76.
Flt Lt Chaprnan said he had phoned name
withbeld (on 10.11.76) and his mother answered
"the telephone. She was well spoken, and brought
her son to the telephone. Mr nawie withheld had a
broad local accent. After ¥/L C. had gained his
confidence, Mr nzme withbeld was very willing to
talk about the incident and himself. He seemed
(to F/L C.) a kindly likeable person. His voice
sounded younger than his 29 years might sug-
gest. He impressed F/L C. as imaginative, He
reads a Jot, especially books on aviation.

The place of the incident was a playing field
between Shapley Rd and Hartford Rd, two acres
in area. It transpired that the incident occurring
on 5 Nov was not the first time that Mr name
withheld had sighted the object, the first occasion
being about two weeks previously. He had again
seen the object on the morning of 9 Nov.
Further Description of Object: Tank-like,
rather square with dome-shaped super structure,
had white and blue lights. Main body of dark
blueich-grey colour. Mr name withbeld had
im  ion of heat radiating from object.

Nolse: Almost silent: thought he detected
low-pitched hum, Dog ran inte field. Object

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2093/1

descended, but did not actually land, to about
12ft from observer. A “sort of telescopic probe
appeared” and seemed to be “probing the
ground”. At this juncture the object turned round
and faced Mr zame withheld. He was penified and
in his own words “nearly had kittens”. The probe
then retracted and object made off at speed.

Mr name withbeld is now no longer fright-
ened of the object, and has taken to looking for it
on his walks with his dog. He intends to take a
camera with him on fature walks, and if he gets
results he will conract Wyton.

ARATIONAL EXPLANATION
Dear Mr Mackey: Thank you very much for
your letter of the 11 February. Bearing in mind
that you will have been given all the relevant
information on the sightdng, I take pleasure in
enclosing an artisde impression of the occasion
[pictured right]. The large white disc in the top
left hand corner is intended to be the moon and
the smaller object above the trees is intended to
be Venus. Neither the moon nor Venus were
visible to me at the time in question, they are
strictly there to give some idea of how, in size,
the object I saw appeared to me.

The object travelled downward, following
the path of the dotted line. Compared with the
objects I've included in the picrure, you'll see

0Odd orbit: Campbell’s
artistic impression of
the UFQ. Was it simply a
passing satellite?

Which &/ OUV SEASONS |
anz¢w¢émé%f/bwun/aﬁ’
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You'll see how large it appeared,
and considering the speed at
which it moved, youllappreciate
my excitement and surprise’

how “large” it appeared to be and considering
the speed at which it moved, you’ll appreciate
my excitement and surprise at that time.

Let me finish by saying that it is not my
Intention to encourage you to involve yourselfin
time corresponding with me, but, if there is
some simple explanation that I can know about |
would appreciate hearing from you.

LG E Campbell
Harborne, Birmingham, January 1975

Dear Mr Camphell; Thank you for your recent
lerter, Although as I explained, we cannot
normally undertake to advise observers of the
probable identity of the objects they see and
kindly report to the Department, I am pleased
to be able to give you some informaton in
connection with your report of an unidentified
flying object seen by you on 18 January this year.

The under-mentioned Earth satellite

vehicles (ESVs) were within 1,000km at the
time of your sighting.

1Name: ZOND4;

Slant range: 558 km;

Azimuth: 1,32 DEC;

Elevation: 26.2 DEG;

Time: 0035.

2 Name: Cosmos 460;

Slant range: 878 km;

Azimuth: 004 DEC;

Elevation: 30.9 DEG;

Fime: 0035.

It seems probable that the object you saw was
one of these vehicles.

HE Mackey

MOD, Whitehall, London, 20 February 1975

WITNESSED BY 12 OFFICE STAEF
Dear Sir: I telephoned Manston Airport, on
Monday January 19 reporting a strange object
in the sky. Although the person I spoke to
sounded extremely bored, he did suggest I
should send in all the details:

1 was watching the sunset at VW Motors,
Manston Read. At about 16.05 I noticed a
strange length of light very far off, in the north
west. It was quite high and moving about the
same speed as a plane. It could have been a very
long aircraft but to me the object was far too

*
long. I think it was the reflection from the sun,
which gave this object a flaming effect. I
watched it from north west to west until my
view was blocked.

Still watching the sky, at 16.10 my colleagues
and I saw a very small ball of light, again north
west. There was a few clouds about and my view .
was blocked for a couple of minutes. Then the
speck was gone but a litde to the north was an
object much closer, at a very rough guess 10-15
miles off. It was bright yellow. Note: By this
time the sun was red. The object was the size of
ahout 30 large stars as we see them. It could
rotate, ie it appeared length ways, front on and
width ways. It left with a fair speed and disap-
peared altogether. The third sighting lasted
from about 16.15 to 16.35.

The whole incident I have stated was wit-
nessed by 12 office staff, my supervisor and my
boss. I trust you will look into it.

Ata guess I would say that the object  saw
was a research craft, measuring the ammosphere
or something, but I find it more interesting to
think maybe I saw my first UFO.
s

Ramisgare, Kert, 23 Jamuary 1976 =

Introduction by Robert Verkaik, National Archives
research by Daniel Poole .
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Cumbria falls off the the allen-spotters mtergalactlc map reports Nell Tweedle

IT IS three o'clock in the morning and
you are driving along a deserted
country road towards Cockermouth. . =
Suddenly, a beam of brilliant white - -
light bars the way. Your engine fails < -
and the dog begins to whine. Four ™’
hours disappear and you awake to fi ;
a strange orange tan covering the righ The decline in British. ufology.was
side of your face. Over the next few: ‘illustrated last year by the closure of:
weeks, you notice men in black suits * the Yorkshire-based UFO M
hldmg in the begonias. . - : - -which regaled its readers with t
It’s time to ring British UFO ter alien abductmn, allen attle mu
(Cumbria Branch). But hurry, because € : : ;
if they don't get a call soon they are:
going to pack it in. ET; ears; ha
had enough of Cumbria. If there is'a . n .
rosette system in the'Alp ' mong. the reasons
tourist board Guide to Earth, Cumbri ' ‘number of ufologlsts e
obv1ously is got getting any. " But the plcture is not entirely bleak
Chris Parr, the Whitehaven-based Over in Filey is the other branch of
co-ordinator for Bufoh, said yesterday “Bufoh, and business is brisk.
that he and his helpers would have to ' Russ Kellett, the chief researcher at
call it a day if the decline in sightings  Filey, is enjoying what ufologists call a:.
experienced over the past few years. “flap. The skies above the resort are
continued for much longer. seemingly crammed full of strange _
“In Cumbria we have gone from 60 ‘craft. s
UFO sightings in 2003 to 40 in 2004 : - “We had two triangles appear -~
and none at all this year,” he lamented. - > s 2 straight out of the North Sea,” said Mr
“It means that the number of people  Allen life — as not seen in Cockermouth Kellett. “A number of bright lights has
keeping their eyes on the skies is ‘ ‘ " been seen.”

4 does He d_oesn’t exactly sell h.lS sub]ect .
~'though. About 90 per cent of sightings,” |
- he says, are due to nocturnal m111tary i
activity.
7. As.the RAF now possesses about four NE
“aircraft, the decrease in- mghtmgs is oy
-‘understandable. ‘

greatly diminished. There is only a phenomena.” Mr Parr has tried to keep ~ Mr Kellett has enjoyed two close
handful of us now. the extraterrestrial flame alive. He encounters himself. In the second,.

“We are a dying breed in this part of owns three camcorders and whips them~ figures appeared out of his bedroom
the country. I put it-down to the end of - out whenever he hears of sightings - wall. »
The X-Files, a lack of military exercises  elsewhere in the country in the hope “We call them shadow people,” he
in the area that would produce UFO that the flying saucer in question takes explalned
sightings and a lack of strange a wrong turn up the M6. But it never Hmmm. )

The superflies that grow stronger on pest1c1des

By Roger Mighfield to control hospltal superbugs Th1s dlscovery, made w1th 19705, gain a two-fold advan- \ F) X 't S 't O r e : t
Science Editor “We found that DDT*resist- Dr Caroline McCart and Dr tage: they survive when other : o S S " : - ,

ance in fruit flies confers an Angus Buckling of Oxford insects cannot and in doing so
L LT TV TOT ©7rs (A} [ 1~ L 2 L3 N a1 k * . 1 -

1 “ 1 R | LV | . - 1 5 :
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UFO-spotters give up hunt for flying saucers

By Ian Herbert, North of England Correspondent

Published: 10 August 2005

The UFO sighted over the Windermere area of Cumbria was described at the time as triangular or diamond-shaped and
rather like a twin-hulled catamaran. It seemed to have some respect for the British road system too, hovering for some
time above the A592, one witness said, then disappearing into the night sky over nearby Morecambe shortly after midnight
on 28 August 1977.

Though some began questioning the strength of the local ale, dozens of witnesses including 10 police officers were
adamant they had seen the object. Their story of its charcoal colour and two giant lights remains one of Britain's legendary
UFO stories.

Yet if the truth is still out there over the Lake District, the means to engage with it may soon be gone. Gloomy about the
fast-diminishing number of sightings, the Cumbrian branch of the British UFO Hunters has declared itself ready to call it a
day.

Sightings of UFQOs have fallen from 60 in 2003 to none this year. Chris Parr, of Whitehaven, a ufologist and branch
member, said the end of Mulder, Scully and The X-Files on television had brought the beginning of the end to UFO-
spotting.

"It's also to do with a lack of military exercises in the area," Mr Parr added, expounding a theory that 90 per cent of UFOs
can be explained by "secret military projects”. He said he got his information from "UFO spotters hanging around outside
military bases and breaking into them®.

He added: "The number of people keeping their eyes on the skies is greatly diminished. There are only a handful of us
now. | have three camcorders and a digital video and | start recording whenever there have been sightings in another part
of the country.”

A year ago, UFO Magazine closed down after a 25-year run, having once enjoyed a sale of 35,000 copies, which made it
the world's top UFO publication. Suggestions of paranormai interference in the publishing decision were ruled out. It was
more to do with the death of Graham Birdsall, the editor and world UFO expert who, along with his younger brother Mark,
founded the Leeds-based publication in 1981.

Before that had come the death of former diplomat Gordon Creighton, 92, who was editor of Flying Saucer Review, the
longest-running UFO magazine.

Andy Roberts, an author of UFO books and former magazine contributor, said: "Ufology is really a thing of the past
century. The end of The X-Files series didn't help, and there has been a decline since the televised alien autopsy of the
mid-1990s. Basically, it was a hobby that broke into the mainstream. Ultimately, there was only a hardcore following."

But the picture is not entirely bleak. West Kilbride, in Ayrshire, has topped the league for the number of close encounters
of a strange kind with 12 recorded sightings last year, three times as many as its closest rival.

UFO enthusiasts are also excited about the Penzance Triangle, a 226sg-mile area of Cornwall between Land's End, St
Ives and the Helford Estuary, where you are twice as likely to spot a UFO and three times more likely to see a ghost, than
in the rest of the UK, some say.

Then there is the submission to the British UFO Research Association website, headlined "Extraordinary events in
Cumbria" which tells of a "ball of light and vehicle interference" last New Year's Eve at Hethersgill, near Carlisle.

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article304912.ece 10/08/2005
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he Barrow Evening Mail, which broke the story, came under e-mail attack from as far away as the United States. "Stop
the propaganda," wrote an American. "Everyone knows UFOs come in flaps and waves."

© 2005 Independent News & Media (UK) Ltd.
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nean beet growers

cover their costs

A CLOSE ENCOUNTER? A strange happening at Rendlesham Forest, as seen by Photograph:

Brenda Butler CONTRIBUTED
MoD delivered lline on UFO
Sir; -~ Your article concerning UFO sightings in i have taken a more direct re'sponse.’Post-
~ the region (EADT, July 26) was of interest but, i war, fighters from various hations have
through a lack of familiarity with the subject, : attempted to intercept UFQs, with little success
you allowed the MoD to deliver it’s usual public i as they lack the performance shown by the
response without question. i intruders. On more than one occasion, this has

As the MoD itself decides upon the threat level i resulted in the loss of the aircraft and crew - if it
of each incident, it’s hardly surprising that none : happened here no amount of MoD spin could

have ever been publicly acknowledged as of i then dismiss the threat. : .
“defence significance” - the department’s - i _If the MoD still remain unconvinced I suggest
usual terminology. Although I don’t for one i they speak to the Mexican Air Force and the crew
moment subscribe to the commonly held belief of i of an anti-narcotics aircraft about a :
a government conspiracy (some form of covert i certain incident early last year.
investigation has been known to occur in selected
cases. i GARY STEDMAN,

Some governments have demonstrated a less : Ford View Rd,

~omplacent view of the phenomena and ! Stowmarket.
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 studies into the peopl who make

SECOND
INTERVIEW

W Nick Pope was the head of the Ministry of Defence's UFQ
Project from 1991 untii 1994. He went on to write several
scifi books and is a regular on the UFO convention circuit -
lecturing alt over the world about his time as the MoD's very
own ‘Fox Mulder'. Civil servant Pope still works for the MoD
but is reluctant to ‘go into details’ about his job specifics,

B Nick Pope

B What did your job as head of
the MoD’'s UFO Project entail?

I had been in the MoD since 1985
and did various things ~ they move
you around every three years — when
they suddenly asked me to head the
UFO Project. ! had no previous
interest in UFOs, which was probably
the best way to come into that job.

B What did you do every day?
We researched and investigated

the UFQ mystery to see if reports

of UFOs suggested anything of any
defence significance. We looked at
whether they posed a threat to Britain
and if the things that were being
reported were cause for concern.

M And what did you conclude?
That 95 per cent of it was just
misidentification — aircraft lights,
weather balloons, meteors, satellites
etc. But there was a five per cent
core of things that defied
conventiona! explanation. I had
UFOs reported by trained observers,
such as pilots and military personnel,
plus visual sightings backed up by
radar which is always interesting.

W You’ve said you started off
quite sceptical but after three
years in the job came to believe
that aliens exist. What evidence
convinced you?

Yes, I came out of the job convinced
that some UFOs might be extra-
terrestrial. There’isn’t proof but there
is some intriguing evidence. The best
example is Britain’s most famous
UFO case — the Rendlesham Forest
incident of 1980. Essentialiy, a UFQ
landed between two military bases;
all the witnesses were military, three
‘landing’ indentations were found

in the clearing in the forest and a
Geiger counter showed the radiation
readings in the area were ten times -
higher than normal. That really made
me think there was hard evidence of
UFOs visiting Britain. Two years
ago, a US military police officer
said he was responsible for it but

1 very much doubt he is. There are

a lot of people who want to write
therselves into the story
retroactively and it doesn’t wash.

H Do you believe people have
been abducted by aliens?

I looked at about 100 cases and I'm
puzzled. The people involved aren’t
after publicity or money for their
stories, most of them run a mile if
you try to involve them in media
projects. There have_geen scientific

these claims and the conclusions
suggest they believe what they say
happened really did happen. That
doesn’t mean it took place in the
physical universe, of course.

M Have you found any

physical evidence?

No. Some people claim they have
been abducted and implanted with &y
alien tracking device. If T can recove
one of these, [ can prove the mystery
definitively. Until I get one, I don’t
have anything I can take to the
scientific community. It would be
foolish to write off these claims just
because of scepticism. You should
investigate claims no matter how
extraordinary they seem and that has
always been the view of the MoD.

I'm convinced that
some UFOs might
be extra-terrestrial.
There isn't proof
but there is some
intriguing evidence

B Presumably, you're
investigating these tracking
devices in your spare time?
Yes. All my research is now in a
private capacity. I had the most
interesting job in the country.
After three years of that, I couldn’t
turn my back on it.

M Is there anything you

remain unconvinced by?

T was drawn into just about every
strange paranormal phenomenon
you could imagine. I had people
phoning me up offering to become
psychic spies for the MoD, tracking
Russian submarines or finding
hidden caches of drugs with their
minds. I used to set them a test.

I 'would hide an object in my flat
and chatlenge them to say what the
object was and tell me where I had
put it, Sadiy, none of them managed
it. Had one come up with the answer,
1 would have taken it further. You
have to keep an open mind.

W Nick has judged a competition to
find Bnitain's best photo of a UFO.

The winning entry will be announced
On WWW,I7iSnspacerace.co.uk on
August 28th.

For more on crop circles, goat suckers
and what aliens look like, go to

co. U
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