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confidential file which stated the British Government had solved the UFO mystery, and that we really
aren't alone!

Certainly, some UFQ cases have come to light through US documents released under provisions of
the Freedom of Information Act. Here, ministers use secrecy to suppress embarrassing findings and
to protect themselves from public challenge. But the findings about UFOs may be so powerful,
governments acting in our names, may only be doing so because they feel it is the right thing to do.
Afer all, government influence affects just about every aspect of our lives. In matters of national
security, it seems obvious for governments to become mute, but I believe it is time for the curtain to

be lifted and governments should become more honest with society.

Encounters would like to thank Jonathon Dillon for this fascinating insight into our government's
guarded silence. Should you have any information relating to RAF/MOD/Military involvement etc.
with the UFO subject, Jonathon would like to hear from you. He can be contacted at 176 Coal

Clough Lane, Burnley, Lancashire, BB11 4NJ.

Finally Jonathon would in turn like to thank Matt Williams, of the Truthseekers Review, for the
Photograph, Nick Redfern and Robert Gray for their help with this article.
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Couple stunned at
‘eerie ob]ect 1n. sky

-MORE dramatlc evidence of

weird activity in the sky
above. thé Bonnybridge area
was revealed last night.

-~ And -a UFO expert said the

| latest video footage of a strange

sighting was tremendous.
Amateur fisherman Barry

McDonald and his girlfriend,

Jane Adamson, were stunned

‘last week when they saw. the -
ecrie object low in:the sky -
.above Camelon — just a few

miles from ‘Bonnybridge, the
UK’s UFO Mecca. 2
Barry, 27, and Jane, 23

were travellmg from thelr‘

home in Hallglen, Falkirk, at

6.40pm last Wednesday when

Barry braked sharply. . =

Jane, who is due to have a’
baby next week, said: “We saw
this weird object in the sky. I

| got: such'a fright I thought I
; _was going to give birth.” :

‘Barry said: I was driving

toward Camelon. It was just -
-'s‘tlll,‘.dayllght.“ Suddenly, we -
| saw-a bright light low in the

| sky.ahead of us. Jane said it
was a UFO and'we both burst
“out- laughmg We watched ‘it
for-about 20 minutes. Then I.’

remembered I had my cam-

‘corder | in the boot. I had been
~using it the night before when -

I was' out fishmg wnth my dad.

" first and _stat;onary Then it
“changed shape into a saucer-

an orange colour. I filmed it on

~ then turned white agam and
* vanished from the sky, .

" we  were" both ‘stunned. I've
“never seen anything like itin

‘sity, said:
‘tremendous. We can see the
‘object clearly. It shows a -

.which' then changes to white

Scottlsh Earth Mysteries Re-

@ Last: week, Falkirk granny .

“The ob_]ect was_ white at

type appearance and became -

‘tape for.about half a minute, It

“I wasn’t fnghtened But '

my life. I’ve heard all the sto--

ries about UFOs in this area
‘and I dismissed ‘them as the -

work of cranks. But now I’ve, -
seen it with my.own eyes.”

UFO . researcher
Halliday, of Stirling' Univer-
“The footage is

orange-coloured saucer shape-

agamst a bright blue sky.” .
“Mr Halliday, chalrman of

search, added: ““We will now
do a deeper ‘analysis of the

tape. I have already ruled .out
“the -usual explanations such .
‘as. weather ballooons, stars, .

aircraft and helicopters.”

Margaret. Ross, 63, revealed
she had captured evndence of
what she believed was a AUF O

Ron |

’ R

l Barrjy McDonald and Jane Adamson, stunned by what they
- sawm the sky
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE W\
UNITED KINGDOM
PRESS OFFICE
FAX MESSAGE

Date: _ Number of Pages (including this) ‘pages

Tel -

MESSAGE: ////&/l " V\%) /

If any part of this transmission is incomplete please rin_
Ministry of Defence, Room 0389, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2H
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Sunday Mirror o
6 October 1996 ("

EXCLUSIVE by ROS WYNNE-JONES |

leve B 3'/ ) B o
A Lt an object the size of g car, He gaf

sald
Small ‘Creatures. with domed heads
wege suspende?ﬂinside a beam of light
and senjor officers communieated
with them using sign-la.nguage. i
The UFO had been damagedasitfell
through the trees, but the aliens hagd
repaired it and left. o e gl
The USAF officia] report, by deputs
base commander Colonel Charles ﬁgfrf o

- T . As the'inveati-gat.i'onh"c&ii;mqéd,‘?-:
advised Steven Spielberg on the further UFOs were seen visiting’ the -

o : f x
T was no tlme and no ma.kmg‘ of Close Encounters Of The ; Bite of the accident by offlcelrs. :
. . - Third Kind - and on Close Encounters . t including Holt, himase]f. R
place for a little girl to o The Fourth Kind, which Spielberg | Jenny Randles was warneq off
be out on her own. But, still hopes to make one day, investigating the incident, & |

. : ' Je and Peter live close to eg,ch - fovernment scientist said ghe could- .
at 9.20am 1n the wilds| othe?'llgLan hire - and when they . “endupat the bottom of the Thames”, |

of EX}IIQOI‘ ’ Somer S.et’ come across the unexplained, they set | But she riskeq prosecution under th;: :
she was singing Three BInd! out together to find the truth, Official Secrets Act to bring the

i she stared up at the | They met in 1975 through the | matierto public attention, -~
hMlﬁeaS in the da,WBp sky.! Manchester UFO Resoarsh | The Ministry of Defence denied
g tnmg : ! Association, and since then they éverything until Apri] 1083, when
The sound woke a family on a have become increasingly convinced ! Squadron Leader Donald Moreland
camping holiday, and the father  that there I3 something out there. bted that the stories were correct

checked that his own children “I am a. believer,” says Hough. “It ! ':t' gicggl. he said, for the invo'lvemen_t _
were safe inside their tent. ' is as if, from time to time, another f e e , _ )

Disturbed by the_slthogght ofa ﬁhﬂd, reality temporarily eclipses our own. 1 eraict: MoD cover-up.

€3 1Irom now ere, ‘ s - : - . ‘

ggtw%itlzl ig ?;v;lknt?;r her. He wrapped mmda;; ;;Lzo age 13;.1 a;" :’1‘; ‘:;1; -Ade.Cthl'l On
himsglf up warmly against the willing o oo conra YA . MOQI' ;
—oring chill and followed her volee, evidence, not by what I believe or what . Y Rt i
deepinto the woods. Then, suddenly, ; -other people teli ug to believe,” ‘IN December 1987, ex-policeman Philip -

the singing stopped.

‘Later the family recounted their | poexplained to his childhood. He across Ilkley Moor in Yorkshire to .
story to a local historian. Shocked. he | became disillusioned with scienpe at ;  Visit his father-in-law,

- told them that in 1858 2 villager had been school because it couldn’t provide him _As he passed 2 Small overgrown

i ' with all the answers, o quarry, he saw something move out .
convicted of murder after throwing his ik A

little daughter down a mineshar, He turned t¢ books, Dewspaper .  Of the corner of his eye, He turned and
The site of the mine was  articles and -magazines on the 84w a "small green creature ‘. '

ezactly where the little girl’s Paranormal which left him with more It quickly scuttled: away, then
o g questions and evep fewer answers. Stopped and made a dismissive ,
singing had s  And when the focut out the  IMovement with its right hang s. (.

camping family had been wakened -Finally, I decided | did so, Spencer photo hed it i
at dawn, it was, to the day, the mMiddle man” hosage Iwantedtoget  dI oomos PhotogTap
h right to the people who were having He followed the creature around an
137th unniversary of the murder.  tiece experiences instead of having outerop and found a “hovering silver
Chilling. unearthly. inexplicable - them filtered through someons else. disk”. It .Fose into the air af
exactly the sort of case that FBI Ibecamea.ninvestig'abor." T T e TR

N
e

Special agents Fox Mulder ang Dana  Rangleg specialises in Ufology. She | te d i . prpeed and disappeared ingg -

~ Scully investigate in R believes there i5 “an intelligence” a cloud. When he returned. home he-

TV e'ih wee k? ’I“he #-Files on behind some of the UFQ incidents the realised he was ‘Inissing” two hours:.3 .
pair have recorded.  He also began to phace, recurring

B‘zg iohg% Sunday Mirror can The truth is out there. Ang by ~ dreams of a starry sky
§Zv§zy and degf htgg;moun; investigatz‘ng the cases belpw, dzgv?get% hypnosis, he told of béing |
he wast 20 Years investigating the as %%%getgsﬁdmu ”it. ed ‘ W hig;:ehovenpg di.sc and o

E
(=)
5
g
&
o

g
&

- ; 1f

rggi_z;{e X Files ' goom_ vcvihbere he was physmally
e is Jenny Randles, a recognised Xamined by creatures with pointeq .. |
world expert on aliens and the Th'e RBD.dlBSha,In €ars and big eyes. They were about: - |
Paranormal. He is Peter Hough, . Forest Affsir : four feet mnaﬂdhﬂd,ﬂnormoushands ;
Britain's leading lecturer and - : and feet with threebxgdig:jts_ﬂesaw,
researcher intg unexplained LIKE Roswell, scene of America's the earth through a wingow and ¥
phenomena. most, famous tggg inciden% the re;.[hsed be was in'spage, e
: , " qui t & Was then shown t fi {
Like Scully, Jenny’s work has quiet woodland o ndlesham Fores W two films, The {
Wosaded briefing senior politicians ¢ 1®  place of many - dostoaaS abOUt how hurmams were - |

Westmi 1 : To the north is Sizewell, with its destroying earth. The second he could:
eelminster on UFOs. She has also controversial nuclear Ii)gswer Stations. Dot falk about, even under hypnosig, - .
T ' . The coasta] spit, along éastern rim, . The photograph, which o ;
‘houses maximum-security American under-exposed ang blilrz?t:dm ?‘rgg '
| trecarch units. Right in the heart of. shaking, remajng ong of the most -
“the Suffolk forest are two air bases disputed pieces of extra-terrestria] -
. Which 'wers leased to the Americans . &vidence ever to be recorded s
for NATO defensive duties. i . Som g ) :
* o ‘ “Day ~ Verdict: Une.zpzamed
dbjects tracked by radar and seen by T N
:  eye-witnesses appeared in the sky over
! 8South-eastern England, k T
‘. "'One of the US Air Force security

.
et L L

police sent to-thé. scens told
_invrestigatpxjs_ that his team had found ' ‘ 2 2

.y
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- The Stocksbridge = |
Bypass Myste;:y. !

IN September 1987, a mysterious chain |
of events unfolded around the

Stocksbridge Bypass, then under
construction just north of Sheffield.

Len Marsh was driving home from
his nlece’s wedding when he saw ‘
pulsating lights in a clearing in the
pine forest along the si{de of the road."

They seemed to be dttached to & ]
circular object apparently floating:
about 50 feet off'the ground. He pulled }
into a lay-by, but then drove off, afraid |
of what he might find. Ty

‘When he returned homé he was!
“missing” one hour. After the incident,
he was plagued by dreams of a grey|
face with large black eyes and of!
standing in the forest looking up at
a brightly lit circular object. .

Just - days earlier two security'
guards had stopped their car near to
- Where he saw the lights. They had seen |
four or five small beings, which they ! ]
took to be children, dancing in a |
circle. But when they got out of their ,
car the “children” had vanished )

! without leaving any footprints in the !

fresh mud. . ¢ o

- Then they saw a hooded figure on the |

" parapet of the bypass above them. They

“turned the car’s headlights on, but they
shone through the figure.

Other sightings have continued to ;
the present day. Invesigators found
that a ‘'monk had heen buried on
unhallowed ground close by. His'
grave had been. disturbed during the
construction work. R

The bypass was officiaily opened on |
a Friday the 13th in 1988. The Dplace !
where the figures were seen is nOW g

el A it L
» -

notorious accident blackspot whére -
several people have been killed and .
many more seriously injured.

 Verdict: Unexplained o
- Mystery Of The
- Murdered Witch

IN 195 a man called Charles Walton
died in mysterious circumstances in
Lower Quinton, a village in the
shadow of Meon Hill, near Stratford-
upon-Avon. AR :

As a boy he had experienced g4,
te vision. For @ consecu- |
tive nights he watched a pPhantom dog . J
running across Meon Hill. On the third

night the black dog transformeU

|
|

1tself into a headless woman,

The following morning his -sister
‘died. The experience turned him into
a recluse. He was known to breed -
toads and to talk to birds — which

would sit on his head and shoulders,

Villagers believed he was a witch..

The year 1944 was a bad one for .
Lower Quinton. Despite an early '
spring, the harvest was poor, livestock {
went missing and the beer went sour :
in local pubs. The finger of blame was |
bointed at Charles Walton.

On February 14, 1945, Walton was
found on Meon Hill with a pitchfork
through his neck. A cross had been
carved from the back of his neck to
his stomach and the bill-hook which
had been used was still -wedged
between his ribs. A few days after the
murder a black dog was found hanged

- humps powe

. Walton's

. exactly the same fate.

with a pitchfork,

" Marx is buried, date

" Rossetti had

- and unblemished as it had

. behind the boat. He-turned to

farther up the hill — some said it was -
“familiar* or spirit. .
What ‘made the story even more
- remarkable to investigators was that-
70 years earlier, in 1875, & woman from ,
& neighbouring village had suffered i

Her murderer had later confessed: '
“Her was g, proper witch. I pinned Ann -
Tennant to the ground before
slashing her throat with a bill-hook
in the form of a cross”. -

She had been staked to the ground

Verdict: Unexplained

. Case Of The

¥l

‘Highgate Vampire

" RUMOURS of a vampire in Highgate

Cemetery in London, where Karl f
back to at least
the 19th Century. . :
Artist and poet Dante Gabriel i
his lover’s body exhumed !
In 1869, at least 10 years after ahe was
laid to rest. .

When they opened the coffin, she

- 'was lying there with her hair as'

‘golden-red and her face as beautiful’
been when

ghe was alive. : )
-The rumours reached fever pitch a”
century later, and on Friday the 13th
of March, 1970, locals carried out a,
‘mass vampire hunt. o
Over.100 people, protected with.
crucifixes and sharpened.
stakes, rampaged through the.

cemetery led by vampire hunter' . th

David Farrant and an Essex,
-schoolteacher called Alan Blood. " ~

Farrant claimed that on four, -
occasions he had seen a dark, human-’
like shape, about eight foot tall,
_gliding over the vaults at night. &

. Many of the vampire hunters said.
they had seen “someﬂ%g'crawling in.
the dark”. _ \m 5 . g

-On September 30, Falant wa_sii

' B-I‘I‘este&éli;nbmg over the gz;;egrard“
; ::'};la’kmed with a wooden cross and
e. :

. He left the court, declaring: “I ﬁon’t
rest until I catch the vampire of
Highgate Cemetery.”

- e ——

bodies moved.
Three schoolgirls walking through
_the cemetery had come across the
remains of a woman who had been
dragged from her tomb. '
. Farrant. blamed ocecult groups
whom}:e believed were responsible fgr
| releasing the vampire in the first
. Place. “He has to be destroyed,” he
said. “He is evil.”
" And to this day Farrant believes a
‘vampire lurks in the ancient tombs
_of the cemetery., '

Verdict: Unezxplained

-, .Morag, Moné,ter
- Of Loch Morar .

WHILE éveryone knows of the Loch -I

- Ness Monster, few have heard of the

monster of Loch Morar in northern
. Scotland. The monster, which locals
ggltlul\ggsrag, has been seen, more than

On August g, 1969, Dunean
MacDonnell and William Simpson |
were fishing .on the loch when ;
MacDonnell heard s Splashing noise -
Creature up to 30ft long with three
ering towards them. It |
struck the boat and slowed down. i

: dirty brown skin

" across the sky.

' computer, telephone

Sege a |

The creature was covered in rough,

and had a snake-Hke

--head about a foot' wide. Simpson ‘
panicked and grabbed his shotgun, but
as he fired the monster disappeared
back into the depths. ; :

Despite the fact. that the area is
very difficult to reach, without roads ,
on either shore, sightings continge to -

* the present day. Some psychig. -

. . S
investigators believe Nessie ang
Orag are paraphysical Phenomena
rather than ancient monsters, They |
8ay the body of water ig at the |
centre of an energy figld that responds |

to thought by conjuring up temporary

" mythical beasts.

When one team investigated Loch
Morarusing dowsing rods, they found |
régularly spaced lines of energy
Dassing from the hills Into the loch.

Verdict: Unexplaineg

. . - ¢ . !
Mysteries that CAN |
'Be Explained !
MANY pher e /
Peter and Jonay forn eeiFarcd, Y

Bcientific explanations -
elaborate hoaxes. e e

y
!

N newspaper !

The buildings ang sk b i ‘J
turned out to pe the onljfy? gei%g :!
Darts of' the photo. Both the eclipse !
and the UFQO been burned on,

In 1984 a couple from.Lux ;
were contacted by sphitsvirc?vibigﬁ a'
to disconnect their TV geriay |
B tch the set to an untuned
. o ; i
The Image of a dead r !
appeared telling them fﬁi‘?vﬁ i
gomrqunécattilgns team was bej '
rganised on the O i
should do the same. o ~ 06 20d they |
Their office also rec
and fax m,

H
i

eived

from _rema.rka.b;y hi-tech apirits.

22
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Off the beatf]|}ata

AMID a wealth of military
pageantry, fanfares of trum-
pets, stars, ribbons and
plumed hats, Field Marshal
Sir Peter Inge was last week
instalied as the 157th Consta-
ble of the Tower of London in
succession to Field Marshal
Sir John Stanier. The
appointment will noet add
appreciably to his existing
duties as Chief of the
Defence Staff. -

His Letters Patent disclose

‘that the oldest military office

in the country, established by
William the Conqueror and
held by, among others,
Thomas a Becket, is now
effectively in the hands of a
usurper called the Secretary
of State for Natiomal Heri-

tage, an office founded all of -

four years ago.

The Sunday Telegraph

The Tower nowadays is big
business. But that splendid

 body of men the Yeomen .

Warders are all former war-
rant officers who value a per-
sonal link with the Sovereign
far above regulation by a
department of Civil Service
managers. |
The Constable neverthe-
less retains perks: a one-bed-
room flat in the Tower, a cask
of wine from every warship
visiting the Pool of London
and the confiscation of any
horse, ox, pig or sheep that -
falls off London Bridge. | O

Independént On Sunday
6 October 1996

- A Palace

- fit for a
pensioner
(if rich) .

By Michael Leapman

[V
A SELECT few of the richest old
people in the land may soon be
able to spend their twilight years
in sheltered accommodation on
the top floor of a royal palace
with an unsurpassed view of the
Thames. It is one of the options
being urgently debated for the
future of the space above the
King's Apartments at Hampton
Court Palace. empty and unused
since the state rooms them-
selves were restored following
the major fire in 1986.

The third floor, looking out
over the newly restored Privy
Garden, used to be divided into
grace-and-favour apartments,

given rent-free to the widows of -

distinguished military men
and public servants. It was in one
of them that the fire began. But
grace and favour are
unfashionable in the 1990s; so
Robin Evans, Director of His-
toric Royal Palaces, the body that
administers the property, is be-
ing urged by the Government to
find a revenue-carning use for
the space.

His options are limited by the
need not to interfere with the
palace’s main function as a his-
toric building that attracts
600,000 paying visitors a year.

. “We must not have any use that
| affects the visitors’ enjoyment,”
he says.

Another inhibiting factor is the
lift, which can carry only four
people. Installing 2 new one

I would mean hacking away at the
! state rooms below. For the same
| reason, no major structural al-
| terations can be envisaged. That
} rules out such potentially prof-
. itable uses as a super-luxury
: small hotel and restaurant or a
* suite of prestige high-tech offices
- although one of the possibili-
, ties is to let out some of the
rooms for small business
. gatherings, exploiting the
. palace’s proximity to Heathrow
; airport.The rooms would make
! a fine suite of top-flight apart-
~ ments, but anyone who could af-
ford to rent them would demand
generous parking space - in
short supply at Hamptoa Court
- and would entertain lavishly
and often. That is the appeal of
making flats available only to
elderly people, who have
few cars and do not give many
parties. There would be room for
up to a dozen apartments,
plus any necessary medical fa-
cilities. A final decision will be
taken next year.

=n

The Sunday Times J

6 October 1994

‘X file”

warns of

asteroid
disaster

by Jonathan Leake
. Environment
Correspondent

IT IS the X file the Ministry of
Defence would rather ig:tt?(;re.
Prepared privately by an army
officer, it wams that extra-
terrestrial objects should be put
at the top of the list of threats to
national security,” -
. The report, by Major Jay
Tate, a ballistics expert, claims

the threat of a devastating im-
pact by a comet or asteroid-is
real and humanity could follow
the dinosaurs into extinction.

. The MoD, however, has de-
cided it will take no action,
even though Tate’s findings
bave aroused concem among
some of Britain’s leading astro-
nomers. Next month a group of
them, including Dr Jasper Wall,
director of the Royal Green-

wich Observatory, will meet at
the British National Space

Ceatre in London to discuss the
threat,

Like Tate, the astronomers
believe public-money should be
allocated to map ping the thou-
sands of objects whose orbits
cross that of the Earth.

Tate's report, which recom-
mends 2 group of scientists and
civil servants be set up to study
the threat, is the first to analyse
the work of astronomers who ..
have studied the courses of -.
comets and asteroids and disco-

vered hundreds of extra-terres-, -

trial bodies that could hit Earth, 7:
Since only a tiny section of the ¥
sky has been mapped, however, -
there could well be many more .
such?-4objcq‘§.§ “waiting B be
found —— “provided they 'do
reach Earth first. -~ - :

3

‘Tate, 41, said last week:
“The Earth has a long history
of collisions with asteroids and
comets, several of which have
caused mass extinctions and
severe alterations in climate.

““The spread of humanity
makes it likely that even a rel-
atively small impact could
cause massive loss of life and
‘property.” ,

He took up astronomy using
a pocket telescope to relieve the
boredom of night duty in Ger-
many, where he controlled anti-
aircraft missiles, and his
observations are based on years
of experience.

His interest in comets and as-
teroids followed a posting to
Canada, where - he was im-

,pressed by a lecture by David

. Levy, co-discoverer of the

Schoemaker-Levy comet,
which smashed into Jupiter two
years ago. -
That led to his research and
the scientific paper which has

- so stirred the professional as-

tronomers. Tate hopes it will
soon arouse the same'interest in
the general public.

Wall said his observatory
scientists considered Tate’s

i work excellent. He added:

*“This is a real threat, but one
that we can do something
about,” - R
An MoD spckesman con-
firmed it had a copy of Tate’s
report but said the risk of Earth

:beingobliterated by comets or -

:asteroids was *‘not a priority”’.
‘He said: *'Michael Portillo has
written to Major Tate thanking
him, but we have decided this is
0ot somiethirig we will be taking

‘any further,” <305 70
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THE mystery surrounding a ;msslble UFO » Cap'tured The bright light over tha murtl!r comat
- s:ghﬁng off the countygcoast deepened and (right)- Lincolnshire Police coatroller Dave

Layland who slmt{&wgen mﬁmmid&w
) Station.

) ']}icEdmhasma.u.aged toget hu‘uofauanscnptofa
- comversation between police, RAF officials, the
coastguard and a tanker boss which gives & blcm-by-'
_:ilow account of the lmcxpfmned events- which took .

ace. )

C REG REAF WADDINGTON

havcalsog.otholdofasnap-sbnt'mken Skr:gnm' :
police which c!e:a:ly shaws thc bright hghl: wiutyh snd:!miy -
appeared in the sky -
___The mystery ﬂ":...o object was picked up by nda.r at RAP
- MNeatishead in Narfolk and its movements were tracked for
number of hours from 3am oo Sampday. el i Ty
The conversation clearly reveals’ the cmrfm‘and ex-
--:cmmﬁteumdennﬁedabjectcaused bn the Highs. :
{ficials at the Ministry of Defunos zre mwa:rymgm.:t -
&n investigation into e incident.
Here is the conversation bem-m mm pam
- wond-for-word: En
. Skegness pollce: e L-:IISBC mgﬁ@m
rowsing hgi;tmma sky direcily 50Ut 2ast rom Skegoess. [t
OO STRREE 25 ks swthonay and there i mmﬁm

. mggarsa” —_— 1 . -
f*-'-'-i§@"£fi'§i‘-; by Susan -Hsag. P
Neatishead

- <o bearing 72] degrmes
¥ 15 miles, ¢ Jooks 18 Be rmﬂm@gmm

Tl e oresw  and  weble

11:23 FROM:

IQMDCT—BB

‘-511 mMMﬁdegm
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14=-0CT-98 11:24 FROM: C REG RAF WADDINGTON

T Xour et

' IT mig have
| been a threat

i80; Mn. uniduntified fiing ohject, traveiling at speed
Fwhich: sugpeated that it wasn't a wasther ballaon
(Pawsed down the Lincoinshiire const (Eche, October [

Roal - Anm spokasman sald: .“‘The object appeared on
ki ] - owr radars and stayed there for s numbsr of hours.”

£1 - Anuimiber of hiurs? Cain you Imagine the situstion if,
A} n;,th: oyl Navy siikesman sald; A large number
ilps, flying Spanigh flags, salled along the south
" ,‘qml.-‘mn ‘rm-h-d
: mushberof hours' C o

3 'M"Wi,*nuld by now ba 2 nation of swarthy, bulldight-

v -4 'Ing, tap dancers. B ‘

“Who knowa what the UFO could hava beén? It could

isbirt-powered irag missile.
Q ' wship full

‘Menu§ looking for me.
(Miimd to. all saH: it the
{ nttar, contact must be ve-
" witloted 1o guldance).

Loan

It RAF cannot do
helter than this i should
nuh the sireralt to. the
Arored Fotces from whom
thay: were taken on tem-
parary iesn in 1817, and
WY TURRING A garige.

RAF Scam
. [think itpit:nhi'gh

airfield.

. shocked

from’ our mesi-tops for a .

.have:baen a potentisl enamy testing our defences,.a .

-Good bas
1 AGREE 100 per cent with what
(Your Latters; October 5),

have e interests of our county and the
business development at heant, do just what is neatled with this

Greenhill Closs, Blahép Norton.

1 WAS very dissppointad und
g' hearpp%ir ‘Peter

Il say on Radio Lin-
nshire (October %) that it
woilld be more cost-effective
1o pul patiens in rsing

5
Ta
o

homes at £400  bed then into |,
&dommua hospital at £800 3

"Does. he really bolieve that
patients would et the same
'level of  expertise
‘would' in the hospital? H

Bs they

underestinigtes our.
telligence, . .

. .

in=-

Se idea
B.. Green hid 1o say sbout

igh places who clsim s

of infernational

!mftﬁutlwlifuofmmyvhy. tow that the RAF hus
pulled put, it shauld be torn up when the facilitics are already in
plauce and the potential is the for n frelght airport.

If uny of cur, MPs should read this and they want my vote at

.the next election, pleass start to do's
about RAF Scampton . . , and 1&t's see you doing it.:

positive NOW
5, TAYLOR

.l. - .

L

L TROUGHT MY
 STRERING HAD. Gone!

ers |

] fishing

[ritcibuior, after Ge

Brayfor

When somwsone goes into a
V§ 10 pay

for themselves, That’s one
-way of privatising the health

wursing home they

scrvice tn Homeastlef

In Jonuary 1987 1 wrote to
Sit Peter opposing the closure

of the hospital.

Bdward Leigh MP,

© I know 1hat he &5 doing
~everything in” his power to |
- protect the future of the hos-

nita).and 1 huve already told
* him that if there is anything )}
do. 1o help, I stand ready'to

Cat
do 80

1 cnakionge St Peter 16 kebp

" his promise!

Aware

g
RN L TR AR o B St ey .

- Sir Peter’s views
‘came as a shock

A his reply he wrote: "“This
hospital, tor which 1 fought
hard and successfully qver the
. years when 1 was the lobsl
J -;/lemberof Parliament, is now,

- the  responsibility of Mr
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HMCG EMA\S N\!:ETS NE@KP@?E AUTHORUFOPENSK!ES LOSEDMINDSAN
ONE-TIME DESK OFFICER AT SEC(AS)2A, THE UFO INFORMATION-GATHERING
DEPARTMENT AT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Alleged space craft photographed at Silver Springs, Maryiand by Madeleine Rodeffer in 1965

ver the last faw
vears something
extraordinary h 15
been happening
in Britain. The
trickle of interest in UFOs and
paranormal phenomena, which
has traditionally been mvest-
igated by a collection of so-called
‘fringe’ groups, and normally
fills the columns of i smali
number of specialist magazines,
has suddenly become a raging
torrent. It appears that what
was once considered the
domain of a few enthusistic
amateurs has now become a
subject of major public
fascination, increasingly fuclled
Dy the mainstream media who
are falling over themselves in a
competitive frenzy to feed this
exponential growth in all things
weird, wonderful anc certainly
extraterrestrial.

The reasons behind this
explosion of interest are
cmnplex and multifaceted.

Perhaps part of the reason lies
in the fact that many old
paradigms are collapsing like

22 Kindred Spirit Vol, 3N 12

i

houses made of straw.
Revolutionary new theories are
hammering at the doors of an
endlesslist of scientific theories
in physics, medicine and
archaeology, toname butafew.
A climate of uncertainty hasthus
been created which provokes
both demands for change and
an infectious, all-pervading
curiosity at all levels of our
saciety.

It could also be that due to
the vast increase in interest in
the UFO phenomenon, whether
in the form of science fiction or
iv documentaries or media
investigations, a more open
atmosphere has been created
in which people feel more
confident about discussing the

| \phcnomenon without fear of
| ridicule. With more and more
scientists admitting just how
limited their knowledge is,
being agnostic about UFOs
seems an ever more reasonable

R

position. One thing is certain,

though: the actual number of
reported sightings has mcrmsed
criorniiously over the last few '
years,

One of the most significant
changes to have occurred i the
field of UFO research has been
the increase in the number of
respected academics who have
been prepared te risk their
reputations by becoming
involved. This has occurred in
the political arena as well,
especially in America, where
interest in the JFO phen-
omenon has become a public
obsession.

Roy Lake, who heads a UFQO
study group in London and has
beeninvestigating the phenom-
enon for 43 vears, states: “There
s no doubt thatinterest in UFOs
andalien visitors is at an all-time
high.” He believes part of the
reason for this is to do with the
flood of material coming from
America. There has been a
massive growth of interest in
subjects such as Area 51, the
notorious US military instaliation
at Groom Lake, Nevada, where
‘black budget’ operations are
carried out - the huilding of the
Stealth bomber and ‘Star Wars’
technology rescarch  for
example. Various witnesses who

claim to have worked theve say
the underground base is home
to extraterrestrial discs, which
are supposedly being ‘back-
engineered’ for military use.

Lake also believes that: ‘ The
X-Files has had a remarkable
effect on the British public. This
programme has acted as a
catalyst for many people who
originally were not interesied
in UFOs but have now begun to
get more involved.’

Nick Pope: the
maverick at the MobD
When The X-Files was first
screened on BBC 2, its viewing
figures of 6.2 million madz it ite
channel’s most popular progra-
mme. It’s success has beer such
that it has since transferred to
BBC landisnow showing twice
every week. If you befieve the
characters in The X-Fiics to be

pure fiction, then think again.
Although quite clearly not in
the same league as the television
character, Nick Pope oftenrefers
0 h1m5€1f as ‘the real Fox
Mulder'. From 1997 to 1994,
Pope ranaspecial departmenta
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the Ministry of Defence, called
Secretariat (Air Staffy 2a. This
innocuous-sounding branch of
the Civil Service was more
commonly known as the ‘UFO
desk’. Asits manager, Nick Pope
wasthe government'stop expert
on the subject. Itis possible that

{ Nick had more access to UFO-
related information than anyone

else in the whole country.
Pope says he horrified his
colleagues at the MoD (and
delighted UFO buffs) by publicly
admitting his belief that some
UFOs are extraterrestrial space
craft. He has published a book,
Open Skies, Closed Minds,
which contains a description of
his time on the UFO desk, as
well as a detailed look, not only
at important UFO cases he
investigated, but also the alien
abduction phenomenon, and
even animal mutilation.
Isitabird? Is it a plane?
Ifanyone reported a UFO sighting
in Britain, whether they were
airline pilots, military personnel,

model of a * ry’ ahn eve Neill h

radar operators or civilians, the
reports would he investigated
by Pope. He states: “The vast
majority of the 300 or so cases
that arrived on my desk every
vear could be accounted for.
There are, after all, numerous
possible explanations, such as
misidentification, and a wide
range of natural phenomena, but
that left a hard core of five per
cent which are genuine un-
known cases, all of which rotally
defy rational explanation. Five
percentisalot, especially when
you factor in the hundreds of
people who never report their
sightings. My best assessment is
chat they are extraterrestrial in
origin.’

When Pope began his job,
be echoed the entrenched
scepticism of his sober civil
servant colleagues. Astime went
by, though, the number of
sightings reported by credible
witnnesses grew, (these were
from men and women who.
because of their social position,

were unlikely to fabricate stories
ofalien spaceships-airline pilots
and RAF officers for example).
He started to develop a genuine
passion for the subject, and
began to read the literature and
meetall the top UFQ researchers.
‘The moreTthought aboutit, the
more I realised how much there
wastothissubject. Icametothe
conclusion that there mustdefin-
itely be something going on'.
‘Spooky’ Pope
Not long after The X-Files was
released his colleagues began
to draw parallels between the
UFO-obhsessed Fox Mulder and
his real-life counterpart at the
MeD. He savs he even acquired
Mulder's nick name. "Spooky’.
‘1 would walk down the
corridors and people would
start whistling the theme tune
from The Twilight Zone and
say “there goes Spooky Pope™.
1 suppose like Mulder I am a
maverick and mv views were
considered outrageous.”
Regardlessofany “evidence”
to the contrary, the MoD still
claim that all UFOs can be
explained in terrestrial terms.
Since the 1950s the MoD has
accumulated information on
more than 8000 UFO sightings,
much of which is still withheld
under the 30-year secrecy rule.

Itis clearthat there are still plenty
of files sitting in vaults that the

public willnotsee foraverviong

time, if ever.

Issues of Nationai

Security?

The MoDr's official line is: "Dur
only concern is t¢ establish
whetherornotthey poseathreat
to the security of the United
Kingdom. Unless we judge that
they do, and this has not been
the case so far, we do nort
attempt to investigate further.

Ironically, it is exactly the
issue of national securivy that
worries Pope so much. and it is
one of the reasons he gives jfor
speaking out. Cases like the
Rendlesham forest incident.
where a UFO landed inside 2
US Alr Force base in Suffoll
(which happened before Pope
took up his post), are of the
sort that he has investigated
and which are a source of great
councern to him: "We have a
highly sophisticated array of air
defence measures including
ground-based and airborne
radar. If the svstem has failed it
is a very serious matter indeed.
If structured craft of unknown
origins are routinely viewed
over the UK, it's a ciear
implication that they have
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. UFQOs

breached our defence system.,
In my opinion that poses a
definite threat to the security of
this country.’

But whether we could
actually do anything aboui the
aliens’ apparent technological
SUPEriority is a very open
question. Presumably, the fact
that these alien beings are able
to travel across the Universe
and land undetected in our
fields, in craft whose method of
propulsion we can only wonder
at, might be an indication that
our rtechnology  is,  in
comparison to theirs. light years
behind. Thus being concerned
about the risk to our ‘national
security” might be a simple red
herring, a justification for further
sprending on weapons of war
even. All we can do is hope that
their intentions are benign,
because itis obvious that if they
wantedto destroy us thev would
most likely have the capacity to
do so. For them we could be
just a diverting anthropoiogical
field trip.

Although Pope stares that
his conversion from scepric to
believer occurred gradually -
‘The drip, drip, drip effect. ashe
describes it - he also asserts that
it was particular cases arriving
on his desk that were respons-
ible for tipping the balance.
"Were [ to name one day in the
three vears 1 spent as the
ministry’s UFO expert which
convinced me that extra-
terrestrialspacecraftare regularly
visiting the Earth, it would have
to be March 31st, 1993

March 31st 1993

In the morning Pope received a
call from a police constable in
Devon who, along with his
colleagues, described initially
seeing two bright lights,
together with a third, fainter
oncdarting across the night sky.
The officers were convinced it
was like nothing they had ever
seen before, and stated in their
report that they were three craft
flving in tight formation.

Pope then began to be
besieged by calls from other
witnesses, who described
secing exactly the same objects
travelling at extremely high
speed, then stopping instantane-
ously and hovering in mid-air.

24 Kindred Spirir Vol. 3N° ]2

Nick Pope, a2 UFQ believer
within the MoD.

“The morel thought
about it, the more I
realised how much
there was to this
subject. I came to the
conclusion that
there definitely must

be something going
99

O1l.

He co-ordinated the locations
of the reports and discovered
that the craft had been seen
over Devon, Cornwall, Somerser.
Wales and as far north as the
Midlands and Yorkshire. The
craft seemed to be zig-zagging
at phenomenal speed all across
the country. ‘By lunchtime’,
Pope reatised, ‘it became
obvious that I was right in the
centre of the biggest wave of
UFO sightings ever reported in
Britain’.

One ofthe sightings in Wales
was reported by a man with
Vital experience in aviation and
mathematics. Knowing the focal
terrain extremely well, he had
managed to time the UFO's
passage between two points on
the horizon and. knowing the
distance between these land-
marks, was able to calculate that
the craft were ripping along at
about 1.100 mph - roughly
equivalent to the top speed of
an F-16 jet fighter aircraft,

A group of five people in
Staffordshire described sceing
a huge diamond-shaped object
fiving so low over their heads
that they could estimate its size
to be about 200 metres in
diameier - far larger than any
man-made flving machine. As it
went past them they heard a
very low humming sound, so
deep it was similar to the bass at
a rock concert. The low hass
frequency reverberated throu ¢h
their bodies. Utterly amazed,
they jumped into their car and
screeched down the road in hot
pursuit, but the craft had grace-
fullyaccelerated awav. Thev had
10 hope of carching up with it.

So far, the reports had
originated from non-military
personnel, so when Pope
received a call from a meteoro-
logical officer stationed at an

RAF base in Shropshire, he
became very concerned. ‘The
officer saw the most
astonishing sight of that whole
amazing night. An objectin the
sky. at first stationary, moved
crratically towards him ar a
speed of several hundred miles
an hour. At one point it fired a
beam of light at the ground,
which swept the countrvside
from left to right as if it was
looking for something.” The
officer reported seeing the
object for a full five minutes -
long enough to estimate that 1t
was larger than a jumbo jet and
10 notice thar it was emitting
the same low frequency bass
hum previously reported.
Pope then conducted a
thorough investigation to see if
anyterrestrial explanation could
account for some of the

sightings - that was his job. after -

all. He could find none. He

realised that there were 0o
many visual sightings from
trustworthy sources to ignore
the implications of what e had
heard, and wrote a derailed
report for his bosses at the
Ministry, This, much to his

surprise, went straight to the |

assistant chief of the Air Staff,
‘He noted my report, but there
was little else he could do

Being a loyal Ministry man. ‘_

what disturbed Pope most. he
says, was the fact that whatever
had zig-zagged across Britain on
the night of the 30th March had
invaded British air space and
probed military installations
without even being picked up
by radar early warnin g svstems.
Its technical superiority was so
great that. should it have proven
ro be hostile, there could have
been no defence against ir,
ever there was an issue of
national security for the MoD.

surcly this one shiould be given
top priority. When Pope pointed
this out o his superiors, he
claims, they at first faughed the
matter off, but when they
realised he was scrious, they
widhim to 'drop certain lines of
cnquinry’,

As Pope points out in his
book, the 1976 18 Freedom of
Information Act allowed the
retease of many documents jn
the States that demonstrate the
seriousness with which the
American establishment views
the possible existence and
potential threat of UFOs. Most
of the work was. and
however, done undercover 838
various intelligence agencies.
It could just be. therefore,
that Pope's concern at his
colleagues’ cvnicismis misplaced
- few of them would kpow if
there was top secret rescarch
being underiaken in this
country into UFOs, and while
SHEC security agencies would
have ready access io all of Pope's
files (without his knowledge).
Pope himself would he unable
to discover the extent - or even
the exisience - of inteHigence
databases onall the various UTO
phenomena.

Takeaway food?
Although Pope wus sent reports
ofalleged alien abducijon cases,
I Was not in his brief to deal
with them, so he passed derails
of the cases on to UFO eXperis,
Hewasalso aware of the st nge
animal mutilations that have
been cccurring on a large scale
since 1967, primarily in
America. In 19932 he began to
receive the first reporis of
animal mutilations in Britain,
Inseveral placesin the south of
England it was dise~vered that
horses and famiiy pets had been
subjected to an inexplicable
method of mutilation where
fleshiis removed in near circles,
and genitals and other Organs
bored out. Pope was required
to refer these cases on to the
police or to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
Unsurprisingly, their “clear up
rate’ was a litde on the losw
side. Pope s now planning a
follow-up book which will
cover the alien abduction’
phenomenon,

1.
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The rise of alien chic
The current wave of interest in
UFOs and other strange
phenomena seems to go hand

" inhandwith the search amongst

voung people for alternative
belief systems. The younger
generation have appropriated
UFO imagery, wearing the
popular SCHWA T-shirts and

other paraphernalia which -

freature alienn heads and UFOs
themselves. According to
Fortean Times editor Bob
Pickard, ‘It provides them with
a belief system, something else
10 hang on to’. Young people
are growing up inaworld where
old social norms are being
undermined almost daily, but
couldn’t their interest in UFOs
also be a manifestation of
rebelliousness? After all, what
could better demonstrate their
disaffection with dogmatic
elders than to openly embrace
the idea of alien beings whose
power far outstrips that of any
terrestrial government?

The interest in aliens and
UFOs also seems to have
infiltrated the rave scene, with
the appearance of a number of
clubs which cater for these
combined interests. Club Alien
in London is a good example,
where the organisers invite UFQO
experts to lecture at the club
and to hang out with the ravers
who can then ask questions
about their favourite UFO topics.

Alien autopsy film
gets the thumbs down
Nick Pope has been very busy
thisvear doing the lecture circuit
and promoting his book. He
recently appeared atthe Forfean
Unconvention held on April
20th and 21st in London.
Amongst the plethora of weird
subjects under discussion was
the ‘alienautopsy’ film associated
with the Roswell incident.

A discussion panel met
following a showing of the film
i its entirety, including the
notorious ‘tent sequence’. This
involved a similar type of ‘alien’
body to that seen in the footage
first shown to the media back in
the summer of 1995. This
sequence proved to be even
less convincing than the footage
shot in the ‘autopsy room’. The

quality of the film was appalling.
Itwas badly underexposed, shot
with a single camera that
remained fairly stationary, and
failed to show any revealing
details as the autopsy took place.
The story was that this autopsy
had been conducted in a tent
because of the urgent need to
operate on the badly decompo-
sing body.

The footage was presented
by Philip Mantle, head of the
famous British UFO Research
Association (BUFORA). who
has received a great deal of
criticism from the UFO
community for his ‘support of
and association with’ Mr.
Santilli, the producer who
claims to have bought the
footage from the US military
cameraman who shotitin 1947.
During the discussion on the
authenticity of the footage,
chaired by Mantle, the over-
whelming consensus was that
this was an elaborate hoax.
When the audience were asked
if they thought it was a fake.
practically ali hands shot up.

The mostinteresting aspect
of the Santilli film is that it is
still the centre of so much
attention. Despite 99 per cent
of the UFO community
condemning it as a hoax, it
continues to fascinate the
public. In fact, if the footage is
part of some e¢laborate
disinformation campaign
designed to discredit the
Roswell crash, it scems to have
backfired dramatically. Like
Area 51, Nick Pope, and The X-

: % 3 3 ¢ B
Model of one of the ahen bod1es reputedly recovered at the Roswell UFO Crash site

Files, the alien autopsy footage
has attracted a huge amount of
mass media attention and it has
therefore succeeded in
exposing a vast world-wide
audience to the existence of
the UFO phen-omenon. It has
clearly illustrated that the
public (and UFO experts) are
far less gullible than many
expected themtobe, and it has
clearly been one of the major
factors responsible for trigger-
ing the exponential growth of
interest in many of the more
serious aspects of the whole
alien and UFO subject in
general.

But, as one panel member
observed, much of the interest
in the footage probably stems
from the fact that two main
questions still have to be
answered: Whe made the film
and why was it made? He also
points out that, although he
believesittobea hoax, ‘No one
has actually come along with
absolute proof that it's a fake.
Which leavesthe unconifortable
element of possibility that ir
could yet turn out to be real’.
Open skies but 2 lot of

closed minds
Pope claims, optimistically, that:
‘When people read my book it
will change their attitudes in a
very profound way. A lot of
material in there is very
sensationaland there are alot of
great cases that will make people
look at this in a whole new
light.” But he adds that: ‘Until
we havethe startkey ofanactual
UFO you are not going to be

© Crown Copyright

able to convince the sceptics of
the reality of the phenomenon,
whether they be from the
general public or from the ranks
of government.’

Pope says that his three
yedrs spent investigating UFOs
for the government was a real
vovage of discovery, and one
thar has turned his world view
completely inside out. He
concludes that the implications
of the reality of an alien
presence on earth are beyond
the means of adequate
expression: ‘It is beyond the
scope of any single individual
to comprehiend or put inio
words. There’s no doubt that #f
sucha presence were ‘officially’
established it would change the
way humanity views itself for
ever.’

When 1 persisted in asking
him where he thought the
answers to the UFO phenom-
enon lie, he finally replied: ‘'If
vou want to know where the
answer is to what is actually
going on with the whole UFO
and alien subject, the place to
find it is almost definitely buried
somewhere deep within the
American government.’

Given the scemingly
unquenchable public thirst for
more information, and its need
to be given some real answers,
perhaps one day those secrets
W1H ﬁnaliy emerge. &

_Nsck Popes book Open Skres,
Closed Minds is pubhshed by Simon
& Schusfer cnd T8 avudobie in
hardback at-£14. 99 o
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18-0CT-86 11:91

‘E myste
(hting of?
lay,

he Echo has managed to get hold of a transcript of a
versation between police,

surrounding a possible UFO
the county coast deepened

RAF officials, the

stguard and a tanker.boss which gives a blow-by-
» account of the unexplained events which took

e

e have also got hold of a snap-shot taken by Skegness
ce which clearly shows the bright light which suddenly

:ared in the sky.

he mystery flying object was picked up by radar at RAF
tishead in Norfolk and its movements were {racked for a
iber of hours from Jam on Saturday.

he conversation clearly reveals the confusion and ex-
nenl the uaidentified object caused on the night,

fficials al the Ministry of Defence are now carrying out
nvestigation into the incident, :

ere is the conversation between the differcnt partics,

d-for-word:

kegness police: ~"We can so¢ a strange red and green
ting ight in the sky dircctly south east from Skegness. It
is strange as it is stationary and there is po aircraft sound

warea,”” )

IAF Kinlosas:
orthwood have a radar
tact bearing 221 degreas
6 miles. it looks 10 be
ionary and therc is no
1oof  determining it
ght bt it must be guitc &
» 10 be visible from
gricss. ™

inloss:  ‘*Neatishead
¢ confinng 3 couplc of
Ir contacts in the area but
height, they seem to be
wnary. There are defi-
ly no military aircraft in
arca and no notified civil
hts should be there.
‘onocoast! tanker:
'c have these lights on

by Susén Ridd

visual, now they are flashing
red, green and white.
Cannot identify it as an air
craft as it looks swationary
and it is aPproximately one
mile bigh.’

Yarmouth Coastguard:
“Did you sec from which
direction it appeared?’’

Conocoast: *“*Not it just
appeared and is stationary. "’

Kinloas: “'Neatishcad

say it could be caused by the

weather.™ .

Coastguard: "I don't
think s0 as we have visual
contact,”"
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Council which ix responsi
waork,

@ Captured: The bright light over the county coast

ang (righy) Lincolnshire Police controller Dave

Leyland who shot the video on the roof of Skegness
Police Station,

Kinloss: ‘‘well
Neatishead and Monhwood
report  that there 15 no
transponder on ¢his objcct
and therefore no means of
interrogation, It is obvious
that whatever i is it does not
wany anyone to know that it
is there. Alse Neatishead
tepon its position as directly
over Boston, ™'

Conocoast: [t is stli
stationary and flashing red,
green, blue and whid, Rt
looks very high, north of us,

and there is ng engine noise.
Coastguard: ' Skeg-
ness, can you pet video

footage as the RAF arc very
intcresicd and may require it
later.”’

Kinloss: **Neatishead arc
kecping a‘og of what looks
like clutter on the radar.”™

Yarmouth Coastguard:
“*Conocoast, can you give
¢ an update?”’

Conocoast: “'We  can
see (wo lights flashing green
and red.”” ,

Coastguard: '‘Give vs
both bearings of the two

lights.”

Conocoasl: ""There s
ohe stationary light at 345
deg true and the other at 160
truc. he dights are both vis-
ible with the naked eye snd
both exhibit the same char-
acleriztias  flashing  red,
blue, green and whitc. "

Boston police: '“We can
still see the light, it is
towards the $outh east and

seems about 4045 deprees
up” in the sky it is jusi a
bright lightto us.™
Kintoss: *'Neatishead are’
ruaning a trace on this and
cannot expfain it If they are
helicopters they are fast
approeching the end of their
endurance as it 1 well over
two hours since the first
teport 1¢t alene how long
they weorc up there before
they were actually sighted.™
Conpcoast: *““‘We can
sull gee the lights, and they
are on their " original
bearings and flashing the
same colours but .they seem
higher and dimmes,"*
Flight Lieutenant
McFarlane, . Neatishead:
“We had a- report from
Northwood that s ¢lvil flight
had also reported strange
lights in the area. They fit
cxactly what was seen from
the ground, multi-coloured,
flashing, stationaryJights.
Flight Lieutenant
George, Northwood:
“*This echo is still on our
screens and  we. canhot
cxplain this at all apart from
it being a meteorglogical
phenomena but them agan
we have visual sightings also
as the clvilian light that
veporied these lights us a
flare was six miles away at
thetime. All very strange.”
Neatishead: “*The ob-

jeet still has not moved,

London radur and Wad-
thngton can also see i,

On road to exam

ROAD workers in the county must now take 3 course and gel a
cenificale before they ¢an lift a pick. K _
Hundreds of gang members must ger the City and Guilds

e 1 new law comes inlo force next August.

The guarantee of training hax been weleomed by Lincoln City

Deputy city enginesr Steve

ble for monitoring the safety of read

Roper said: 'l think these

changes should have an impact on the standard of work.™

The measures will come into force under the last wave of

orders made by the New Roads and Street Works Actof 1991,

Mystery of
light in sky

Confusion at
‘UFQ sighting

P IT'S HERE

CoeNTry Cu.

Wednesday, Thursday, Frida

9th, 10th, 11th, 12t

Opening times: 9am-7pm Dail
What's on offer: a Yarge selection of Classic ¢
are it the manufacturers ¢ost prices

Some of which are usual

Headwear from £2 Wax

Quilted Childrens Vests from
Find us at.

Magdalen House,

Boston Road Industrial Estatc

FOLLOW THE SIGNS FRQ
Jorjurther information on how o find us p

All major Credit Cards and

TOTAL P. 2
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BRENTY/OOD WEEKLY NEWS, September 12,1996

Heritage
spotlight
historie
Brentwood
buildings

THREE Brentwood
buildings have been
chosen as sites of
special historic
interest.

As part of the Depart-
ment of National Herit-
age open days, there
will be tours of Brent-
wood School in Ingrave
Road over the weekend.

Organisers say that
the school complex
includes many Grade I1
listed buildings, a
Tudor schoolroom and a
small 19th century
chapel.

There are also Geor-
gian and earlier build-
ings which can be seen
from outside.

Tours will be held on

S -

=& =t 11.30am

Keeping you

and entertained

tnformed, in touch

¢ THE French doors
of a house in Worrip|
Road, Shenfield
were foreced and
thieves got away,
with ornaments,
jewellery and a com-
puter worth between
£8,000 and £10,000.

oncert
of this

AN extra-terrestrial audience
convinced some people that the
music at Weald Country Park on
Saturday was out of this world.
The Last Night of the Proms con-
cert (left) attracted a huge crowd —
but it seems that some on-lookers
may have come from further afield.
Essex Police received reports of
UFOs in the area at the time of the
concert which is part of Festival
Brentwood.
Two drivers phoned in to say
that they had seen alien aircraft.
And claims that the strange
lights were due to the laser show
which was part of the concert
failed to convince the mystified
callers.
Festival co-ordinator Andy

© Crown Copyright

Wilson said that it was not out of
the question: “Well, the concert
really was out of this world, so you
never know!”

More than 4,000 music-lovers
turned up to enjoy the concert —
the first of its kind in Brentwood,

Andy said: “That’s an incredible
number considering it was the first
time we have held it.

“Words really can’t describe how
good it was. The atsmosphere was
electric, and it was simply the best
concert I have ever been to.”

A grand firework finale, set to
music, finished off the evening.

And now it looks as if the park
concert could become an annual
event, with two already pencilled
in for next year.
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Daily Mirror (i
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Arespected ambulance chief and his friend |
3 reveal under hypnosis they were abducted by

aspaceshiponalonely road. Is this the proof? } |
SHEALIENIS;
(AMONG US

all the work while the bi id '
the Ccommunication. Eakesui

“I felt that Some of them fe]t

Case 1: Theamibulance chief 2% coutan 2ad Tlookod into it
v Dateline: August1?,1092 - | ing something | L0 23 hid-
-9 - Location:A70, nrEdinburgh .- - . .08 Of the big creatures put his
LM TR o b7 d oo b ductic lnsellhe o!eDaMn‘nurrecﬂedves!rdayNASA had suppressed © f?l%‘%géggg Itgorl?ljane and ]1:) Iv;gsth%o
T TAKES only a dark Auguat ni ht1 gf;:_ tga:' T NEVER spoke to me, but
road with a dip in it, or | gust might, Gary se | something ‘came into my
C | off with Colin on a 40- head
a blind corner, and Gary | minyte Journey to another | “I heard a voj o
Wood is gripped by fear. friend’s house outside Edin- alife liko y%:%;fd?}:f?x%%tmave
Nightmares shatter the four burgh. ga.ppen to us — but it's got to be
hours’ sleep he has now o ir beginning. He began to suffer done.’
learned to live with. halgnjusmgt mem}#:h&% severe headaches and flashbacks “T was crying like a baby — I
Every day the words echoin his reservoir on the A7) when they Which left him scr eaming in bed. wanted to get away. I must have
head; “Weare already here —andwe  approached a blind dip in the road. ch]lﬁ d;"i%rgow;sl . sﬁoﬁ?pfiggt%g ?’S?a].sz?c‘:i what it wa.ntgd, It said:
: e o L tuar Y —we
are still coming. Before them. floating about 20ft work. and we are comi ]ar%eg? already

above the ground, was a black,
domed object measuring 30-35(t
across. It was a classic flying
-8aucer shape.

A curtain of light bathed the
width of the road.

“Suddenly, it was like I was in
a black void.” says Gary. “There
I am. standing up and thinking:
‘Where’s my car? Where's Colin?
I wondered if I was dead.

“Another 15 seconds went by and
I'was back in my car on the wrong
side of the road, shunting diago-
nally into the banking,”

At their friend’s heme, the

Yet this is a man who holds
down the vital job of keeping
Scotland’s ambulances on 100 per
cent call-out readiness,

In a couniry pub, his drink
untouched, making his story as
detailed as possible, 32-year-old
Gary shoots embarragsed glances
at his listeners.

He shakes his head. “I'm S0ITY.
I know it sounds nuts, but I ~an
only tell it how it happened ... I
don’t want this. I would rather
have my life back the way it was.”

Gary tells a story of alien
abduction on a Scottish road. Of

Nine months after his “Just to the left of me I saw g
encounter, Gary was prepared for girl. She was on the ground, her |
is. Colin also agreed to hands ¢clasping her knees to her !

undergo testing. chest. She was naked and crying.

The regression was video-taped. “She looked at me, but [
Horror is stamped over Gary’s face couldn’t do . Tears were
as he relives the meeting. coming down her face. She was

"I saw three creatures coming -2 Ber early twenties, with shoul-

towards my car. I felt intense 9°T-1ength blonde hair. I wonld .

pain, like an electric shock. Then' recognise her face IfI saw it again |
I was in some room. but it was nobody I'd met; before.” _

“Isaw these things like wee men  In separate sessions, Colin
moving about, doing something to 'emembered being in a different |
me. I could only see up. Then this room. He was naked and sitting -
six-foot creature approached. In a chair, :

bolngs who probed his body and terrified pair told what had  “It was white- If i  the |

! ; grey in colour he tried to move, one of the ;

ﬁﬁi?ﬁelﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁtﬁﬁ“f gﬁ- ht)inral.]t“; - happened. xiittlﬁ a lla.rge h(laaddand da.ik eyes creatures would stop him. -
: Independently, in separate parts & long, slender neck, very Inhigp sand:

Of all the encounters claimed  of the house, thoy drew what they slim shoulders and waist, right, youeggnl‘lg l?a.ve mm&g
around the world, Gary's is hadseen. The drawings wore fee. “There were either ribs or folds chair.” -
consid«red one of the most authen- tical of skin on its body. The arms wepe Hanging from the caflt :
tc. For he was not alone on the They also discovered that some- like ours but there were . four cylinder-ghaped objects which mads -
Ejg"; Ioz{c ﬁggﬁ; él Thli?%fz’rwhen he hogv. they had lost an hour-and- very long fingers. him think of containers for people.
s ) ... 8-half en route. “The little ones were about ’

Friend Colin Wright was with  For Gary, the ordeal was Just  three feet tall and seemed to do becAafmt%ro =8 regirtehs slon, Gary
him. Separately, under hypnosis. i g research and
they have told the same story. haveﬁ own other people who

Colin has coped with it better, i m ::ﬁariemeam

m.gﬁ on:

refusing to talk publicly. Gary
talked and suffered ridicule and
hostility. It took much persuasion
to arrange this rare interview.
Nervous, and watching for the
first hint of derision, he begins: I
was just a normal guy, Al I
wanted was my job, plenty of

money. a nice house, g family...” .
Today he shrugs as if these-

thines ave Inst fornver.

Internet. Along with Edinh
author John Jenkins, he has
recorded the stories of others —
debunking many of them,

Every spare hour is devoted to
seeking an answer to what
bappened to him.

“I know somathing is go to
bappen. I believe thev gmmﬁ,m )

© Crown Copyright
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Case 3: The forester
—1 Dateline: N ov, 1979
Location: Scotland

RETIRED forester Bob
Taylor will never forget
that day in November

MANY CASES INVOLVE
SANEI HONESTP Eop lE ; 3 :cs;‘ edw Il;ye : Jngo \l«;l a :

PHILIP MANTLE, of the _ Scottish wood.

British llBJl';O Research Assacig. m Bob, 78, who now lives
tion FORA), has inter- in Tayside, says: “] was
viewecli many of)the 80 Britons NICK POPE Spent t‘hree walkill:g throuygh Dech-
daiming alien encounters, He Years atthe M°P' investigat- mont woods with my red
says: “There are too cases N and researching the UFO selter Lara and as 1 turned
involving sane, sober, decent ™Mystery. He says: *| have this corner there was this
and honest people for it to be absolutely no doubt that some 250it spinning top thing

in front of me.

discounted. of these accounts do happen n ) \

“The fact that alleqeq O thatsome sort of alien kol “These _Sea-mine-type | : ——

bductees risk ridicule wihen ligence may be involved, things with spikes on ATTACK: Bob's picture

at aes icuie n . " them came out of the
they tatk publicly must deter the Of the MoD UFO sightings, back and grabbed
cranks paped " P e || it SPIKES WENT
AN MoD SPOKESMAN Ploined. Fight through to my
i e o S et | | S FOR MY LEGS

ving here as “negligble”. He RAF Jets have been scrambled Bob passed out.
said: “We don't perceive any %o try and intercept UFOs. I hgl;&:nal S?ur:g t:‘? crawled the mile to of severa] tons had

threat from extro-terrestrials. @ Philip Mantle’s book With- something moving his home and told his stood there but no
“Around 99.9 per cent of out Consent is published by very fast away in Wife he’d been information has been
ouses are explained by natural  Ringpull Press. You cqn contact the distance. I even- attacked by a UFO. gained to explain

phenomena like lighting, BUFORA at BM Bufora, tually got on my  The police were them.”
weather balloons or aireraft London, WCIN 3XX knees and crawled to  called to the scene But widower Bob
my truck but it was and their report says: “I know there
dead.” states: “The marks is something out

Dad-of-five Bob indicated an object there,

TERROR DRIVE: Rose and Val and an impression of the UFO

OURLOST 30 MINUTES

IT WAS 2am and the road was 2 { :
deserted. Suddenly, bright Case 3: The girifriends

lights appeared to hover in Dateline; July, 1981

front of Vivien Hayward’s car. Toeation: A5, Shropshire
She, Rosemary Hawkins and . ]

Valerie Walters noted that the a machine. Valerie recalled:

huge object ahead was sijent, “Semething grabbed my shoul-
Foster carer Rosemary, 40, ders and a voice told me not to

recalls that night 15 years ago: De afraid.

“Our engine lost power. Then “I was in a room with no doors
the object’s lights dimmed and and a tall, long-haired man and
it disappeared. We arrived at woman appeared. The female
a police station at 2.50 — we’d tried on my shoes and fell. I
lost half an honr.™ asked what they wanted and was L

Under hypnosis, Rosemary told: “There will be a time when
remembered being scanned in you'll understand’.”

FORMER policeman

Py ;-_ - oo 0o0age 4: Philip Spencer. -
walking et was - RS ateline: Décember 1, 1087
shire’s Ilkley Moor [REEBF IS Ikley Moor, Yorkshire
just after dawn when '

what appeared to he film. During later
fie encountered some- two giant silver hypnotic regression
thing incredible. Aok :
. saucers stuck Philip desecribed
Philip (oot hxs_ real together. entering the craft and -
name) was carrying a - The craft shot being puton a table
camera to take some wards and into the by creatures with [
snaps of the town clouds, pointed ears,
wilien 't got lighter. . When he got back He said they
Hearicg a hum- ;.0 town, Philip showed him two
ming sound, he realised it was 10am films, the first con.
looked np to see a _ he'd “lost™ (wo taining scenes of
figure he is convinced hours. He had the destruction and star-
wasn’t homan, Fhotos developed—-to vation. He said ke
He took a phote find the Creature had was not allowed to
and followed it to been captured on discuss the second.
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T ts not immediately clear why aliens
should want to come to Bonnvbridge. A
small, windswept town just north of
Glasgow, it sits in a muddy valley,
ramed by electric pylons and low hills.
There’s a bridge (not remotely bonny), a
Chmasa, takeaway, two pubs and 5,450 pcople

There’s also plenty of sky — and from the
window of their seventh-floor flat, pensioners
Bill and Mabel Bestall can see most of it. If they
are preoccupied with the view, few can blame
them. From their windows, they have witnessed
UFO activity on no less than three occasions.

Bizarrely, perhaps, this small, close-knit commu-
nity has become the scene of Scotland’s real-life
X-Files — a town where, with startling regularity,
residents report evidence of alien activity.

The rnost dramatic of these sightings took
place in the early hours of the morning last

javvery. ‘It was about a quarter to five, and ['d -

got up in the night,” remembers Bill. ‘Suddenly,
! spotted a large circular light hovering over
Bonnybridge and realised it was heading
towards our flats.

‘Next, two smaller circular objects came
into view, spinning around the larger one. [
was Intrigued and called the wife to come and
look. However, as it got nearer, we became
scared. It was huge and it was heading straight
for us. But then it suddenly rose up and over
the top of the flats.”

Perhaps it was a plane. Or a helicopter. Or
perhaps Mr Bestall is completely batty, and so is
his wife — who, incidentally, confinns every
detail. All these are possibilities. But when you
look at the sheer statistical mass of sightings by
people in the Bonnybridge area, then the greater
likelihood is that the Bestalls are telling the truth.

For some reason, this corridor of countryside
between Glasgow and Edinburgh is a UFO
notspot. Of all sightings in Scotland, two-thirds
gecur within it. “To my knowledge, 3,000 people
nave seen something unusual in our skies during
the past few years,” says Bonnybridge councillor
Bill Bucharan. ‘And there must be many more
who have been afraid to come forward.’

Walk down the main street, and everyone
knows soineone who's seen a UFO. At the
electrical goods shop, it’s Anne Stewart’s daugh-
ter, Carol, who had a night encounter with bright,
flying objects while driving home. ‘We were at
the pub when she rang us, terrified,” says her
mother. ‘The whole bar piled outside to have a
ook, but whatever it was had gone.’

Meanwhile, at the post office, Marlene
Fleming has been keeping a secret for years. It
concerns an elderly friend who went fishing one
night at nearby St Helen's Loch, and saw a bright

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2047/1

Daily Mail
3 August 1996

tight in the skv. “The thing stanted moving back
and forth across the water.” savs Marfene. "Then
it started following my friend. who decuded to
head back home. By the ume he reached the
house, he was running for all he was worth.”

Marlene’s fniend never made ius ordeal public,
and many others feel the same way. There 1s,
however, someone they can tum to. And that's
John Jenkins. A 60-vear-old piano tuner from
nearby Penicuik. John was a spacesnip sceptic unul
one morning in 1992, when he saw an ‘orange-
golden ball” in the sky just outside Edinburgh.

‘Tt was traveltling in an absolute strarght line
and at great speed.’ recalls John. I thought
the whole city would be in an uproar. but
although there was an article about 1t in The
Scotsman, it was quickly forgotten.’

But not by him. Before long, he was seeking
out others who had experienced close encoun-
ters. One was Andy Swan, a 27-year-old ¢lectric

cable layer from nearby Armadale. ‘I'd been to
Cowdenbeath,’ recalls Andy. ‘“When I got home,
around 11.45pm, there was a lightning storm,

and as [ was sitting in the car watching it, T saw

this large object come crashing down from the
skv — about 35 to 40 foot long, the size of a
lorry trailer. [ decided to drive in the direction it
had been travelling.’

A mile along the road, the object suddenly
came flying low over the hedgerows, straight at
his car. ‘I thought I was going to run into ir, but it
passed over the bonnet and came to a halt in a

freid. It just sat there. hovering silently, about 15

feet off the ground. 1 got out of the car and

pointed my halogen lamp at it 10 get a better look.

Immediately, the bulb blew. Then my headlights
went out. [ tried the car ignition, but it wouldn’t
start. Suddenly, the thing leapt up and reversed at

ineredible speed back over the rop of the car.”

The police were called, as was an AA patrolman,
who was unable to find any visible fauit in Andy’s
car. No sooner had it been towed back home,
however, than the electrics came back to life. In a
police statement, Andy described the object as

looking like ‘a giang, black Toblerone bar’,

What siill troubles him now. though, is that,
‘Somehow, an hour of my life can’t be
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12.15. So what happened in that lost time? Ay
this point, one makes a significant leap from the
world of visible, recordable fact —_ into the
black hole of sci-f speculation,

who have experienced such contact tell their “true
life’ stories ip glossy ‘paranormal’ magazines
such as Encounters and Alien Encounters.

thers, however, are maore sceptical.
Oue explanation for the whirling
lights seen by the Bestalls is that
7 they are fireballs — pieces of

Noe®”  [natier burning up on entering the
earth’s atmosphere.  Qther possible culprits
include aircrafy lights or aircraft seen from
unusual angles, kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons and unusyal cloud formations — nog to
mention lightning and meteorites,

Yet there is ope rather disquieting detaif
which may yet prove the sceptics wrong. [t

2 Al TP

concerns what has heen Bonnybridgc's most
distressing case g5 P, involving two young men
who have become sq upset by their experience
that they no longer talk about it publicly. It
happened ope night in 1992, a5 Colin Wright
and Garry Wood were taking a satelljte dish to
be repaired g friend’s  house. Ordinary
working people, they had no previous interest or
belief in UFQs. Colin was a painter and decora.
tar, Garry worked for the ambulance service,

As they drove alon £ the A70, near the Harperrig
Reservorr, they suddeniy saw 3 jet-black, disc.
shiaped object 20 feer above the road. They came
(0 & halt direct]y underneath the thing, upon which
it reieased g shimmering curain of light over them
— ‘like confettj", one of them described jt.

Both men were catapulted into inky blackness,
and remember only that there wag a huge
shudder. Then they found themselves sti]] in the
car. the blackness gone. Shaken, they drove op
— but found whep they reached thejr destination
that the journey had taken two hours longer thap
the 35 minutes i should have dope.

To find our wha happened in thoge two
missing hours, Colin and Garry independcnt]y '
underwent a dozen sessions of hypnotherapy,
during which they provided accounts that not
only matched each other’s, but also those of
previous ‘abductees’

Both claim they were wransported out of the
car by a beam of light, then stripped  and
subjected to ap inspection Oy creatures with
translucent, child-like bodies and pear-shaped
heads. Both saw other men and womeg being |
examined, but not each other.

And the official tesponse to all this? Dop’t
panic, Captain Mainwaring, would seem to be
the answer. ‘If we conclude that no threat to the
security of the UK hag occurred, we do pot
attempt to investigae,’ says the Ministry of
Defence. And in nope of the Bonnybridge cyses
Is any sucl, threar thought to have occurred.

In the case of Andy Swan, for example, they
wonder if he had mistaken his Toblerone bar
for a Harrier Jump Jet, of which there were
three in the area that night,

Nevertheless, local MP Dennis Canavap and
Bill Buchanan sull want the Bonnybridge
phenomenon Investigated. *It's 3 disgrace that o
one has come here to look into what's going on,’
says Councillor Buchanan, ‘T have this feeling
that something really dramaric is going to happen
here. I'm just hoping that I and all these other
law-abiding people wil] eventually be vindicated
— and preferably in our own lifetime.’
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ndependence Day is the ér. blow up New York. Los Angeles.
mother of all summner and Washingion DC? Or would we

blockbusters. looming 1n dispense with the niceties and go

the skyv like a huge alien Kick some space butt?

spaceship about to blast us Consequentiv. | made a series of
with its death ray. calls to find out the likeithood of an

You doubtless know the plot assault from outer spacs and to

already: a malevolent race of find out what contingercy plans
greasy ipace creatures have are in place should such an assauls
marauded their wav through the happen. The vood news 13 the
galaxy and arrived at BEarth. Far chances of an alien invazion
from wanting to heal our children appear to be varyv, versy dmall,
with their long glowing fingers, chiefly because the space belngs

these ETs plan to pillage our planet would have to come fron such a
outof existence; and only a razag long way awav.

band of freedom fighters stand “Most scientists and
between usand total annihilanon.  astronomers sav thev 2 helieve
Luckilv. it's all fiction, and for that there's (Ut somew ~2re 1 the

the mosi part Independence Dav has  universe besices the Eiri, SAVE
been treated as an engaging plece of  NASA spokesperson Don Savage
sci-tl nonsense. But having seen it “But they think 1t's uni:kely that
mvsetf and having sweated through  they have visitad here or could
the long minutes of alien dominion.  visit here, aiven what we

tUs hard 1o shake the nagging tear:  understand about fasrerthan-ight
what if it actually happened” What  mravel” Okav — that's

if space creatures really did invade encouraging. Bui then Savage
Earth? Would we be as ill-prepared  adds: "We don't know what we

as our fictional Earthling don’t know, So perhaps they have
counterparts? Would we flash found a wav to travet long
welcome messages at the space distances. It's not outside the realm

imonsters while thev proceeded to of possibility.”

Vo -srcase scenario: the aliens
rea. - —arth., What next? Here the
new s _--comes rather nore
disc. =iing. In the movie, Earth

learm: »f their arrival via SETI the |
Seir Clor Extra-Terrestrial ‘
[ni- c-nee This s afictionalized
vers. ~oobareal-tidfe non-proflt

oru=- :ation. also called SETI. but

U7 18 movie version, the real
SET T esn't operawe much of an
ear.. o arning svsiam. In the evant
ol aot.aly picking up a space

s Lorom, let’s 2av, an alien

atay s, essel, SETI s poliey isn't to
tefl - - Pantagon or Congress or

e U 1Us to oy its Udonors”.
te Lous captams of indusory
whe o sd the protect. Mare

Lo g st seems SETI ian't
actls v functioning ag the mament |
“We oo waiting for some upsracdes |
mec ooment,” savs a

PO~ EI0erson), inaxing Earith a
st duck for those greasy aliens.

1 2272 worse. An exhaustive
probs >t the US military and NASA
revez s that there are no protocols
i place to deal with an assault
from -icer space. “We do
continoeney planming for a whole

£ AR, 4 A WA VG Bt B ™
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range of potential nultary nptions {seore a small sueccess with the

worldwide,” savs Pontagon At farce: thes bike the sal

wpokasperson Brian Whitman, “hut suzzestion Bun Dt a spag s nen

Fdon™t have any mmformation on i the s uenestons Yor SWhp

asthinyg moterms of continueney Heonse mpye wements by the Seered

ol for aiens T Whiiman Segtopees B g the mai-

relers e Lo Hhee e toree The s el g posesperson st - E o

i toree e RO o e s o andernling s that s g i
Bt | 5L <o emperson Nhigor ol unteasible  sad o Closer to home, it seems that

Fe Wortey revesss that, whane the e moror dea, hesass. That Britainis just asill- -prepared

AT OrCe 15 W TR 01 Al o o izt up there with for hostite “visitors™...

arrhorme ser” e haven s made LranomZaiummum arounsg Lour
The man from the munistry was not

any plans for combatimy he SO

aterstedar menee S Then oot et rosnrt s N \%,\ aivirky much zway. Sensible chap,

be s fr advanesd that tha re Boone ek shuttles™ il really; | coukd have been a malicious

oy e vapor s us allansoeey Dot e rn OIS POINLE Wit el ajien posing as a oumalist.

st st hat dtfore e s qoes it mase’ s persen CDdontthe e "“We have contngency plansfor a

B rensans, e et doing that,” e s varety of scenancs,” he said, explaining
Fatronough [auppose Burdoes S nerestad i the e o how the Ministry of Defence would

the s o Force persaps ki ot ety and the sceniil, react to invasicn by a foreign army, Did

theass oo~ it anIn i e e et s space, Do o s any of these inciuce the possibility of

we barth bemegs are ultina e o antden shuttdes are red. . UFOs hovenng over London? .

able o vanquisn e space RIS “{ will nat gat crawn on the issues,”

MON=Tels Thanss to reseds noeing QRS SN !m;;v jess. Our el he added tersaly. “The role of the

done atan airbase 1 Nev o Densiord apeosvery bit as ineti-ootd armed forces is to provide defence to

vhore the US miinary has secrety natdeabnng as thew e - the UK in suppernt of British policy.”

been keeping an atien vesse. ln :_L;‘.*-. alents. iI'm about reacd " John Major's office declined to say

)%g(x the atrbase = real and or dandon my fellow BEarth boonos o if there was in fact a policy on a{ien

_\g\ars LFO kooks nave indeel meir pronablc doom at the “ands of  invasions, redirecting me to the MoD.

mantained thaz the US uses ! the mterzalactic marauders 3t The Home Offica were more helpful,

sndVa downert dhen spacesiin S theno oy glimmer of hope, s o “If the UFQ crashec, chviously the

Can .%}at least counron having i Yoy of the moon Dokout emergency sences would be involved.

plece ofalien hardware 1o help us?  Seve been looking at puss. o We would nave an overseeing role.”
HEEEN .\I_ for Worlev “Towal off o oourmng to the moon and pess1biy - Good old Home Office. dispatching

and [ mean teafly, | ~:lung up a long-term facil: botbies and ampulancemen whern
{use this —- is there  there.” sayvs the NASA everyone elseis running forthe

p in that airbase spokesperson. “That's still bunkers. “But i they declared Waron
us, that would be a matterforme MoD.”

’re interestEd in the Onesemor British military ﬁgure
believes the country is embarrassmg?y

NASA:
peaceful exploration of space. il-equipped o deal with a URD'attack |
Lord Hill-Norton, chainna;i ctNATO's ’

| don’t know that attack shuttles Miiiary Comimittee, 197477, said he.

N 53 was certain the UK hadr‘bsﬁategyfér
are really necessary. alienss: “Nobody in Whitehall i the
sﬁghtaat bit interested in the matter. :
somewhat off in the future. But *I don't think there |Sathreat buil
it may be sooner than some think it entirely possible there are other
eople think.” cvilisations flying in our atrnosphere
& 1.et's hope so. [The MoD)] should have started _
thinking abo(t . They shotld ¢ open a -
pendence Day is refeassz on dialoque with other cmhsed countries
and decide what to do.”

the record -
definizely wo
an alien spaces

in Nevada?" “Not that [ know ot
he replies.

Despairing of finding a U's
governmental policy on defence
against space monsters, [ draw up a
quick list of suggestions mvself: ® Ik
1 Invizible shield for Whire House. Ef:da\

Alien lookous post on mueon. %
3 Mirror on White House oot to
reflect death rav back at
space ship.

4 New line of -
“atrack

shurties”. i S
5 Use salt
on aliens
— like
shugs?

ALEX BEL.LOS
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Daily Mail
5 August 1996

For two to three Seconds the two
men were able to track the object
hrough the cockpit windsereen and a
side window, 1t was one of the most
reliable sightings of an unidentified
flying object ever to have taken place
in Britain. Both men are sensible,
well-trained pilots with

ousands of ajr miles

% UT of the winter between them.
B darkness, on January  Since that mysterious incj-

. ; dent above the Pennines, ne;j-
g 6-last year, BA ﬂlght ther pilot has spoken in

g 5061 from Milan public about their encounter.
e began its descent They have spent months
into Manchester’s Ringway being teased mercitessly by

: their colleagues. Should they
port, ﬂmg mto a Strong keep quiet and forget the

north-westerly 1d, VlSIblhi‘;y incident, or reyea] publicly
was good, stretching over six wgat ugeglslawg fficer st
i e ventually, 1cer Stuart
ggﬁes’ and tél ?O%Ig a%cll.‘?:'rsd decided that it was, indeed,
Bers wer g time to talk about the
to touching down. . extraordinary encounter
At 6.48pm, as the Boeing 737 cruised above Manchester, and to set
r the Pennines, just above the the record straight once ang
rugeed cumulus cloud-cover, the fora.
pilot, Captain Roger Wills, and First Tomorrow evening, in a te). % ‘
Officer Mark Stuart, saw something evision docun:entary, Officer DR S > <5 .
Which stunned them, Stuart vividly recreates the Shocked: Pilot Mark Stuart
They ducked instinctively 85 8 tri- moment when he thought his
an » Slver-coloured object with a  aircraft was gbout to coilida
dark stripe-down one side hurtled with 8 strange and fast.
towards them from the opposite movingﬂybgobject. J
direction. It disappeared down the ‘We were coming back from
right-hand side of the aircraft, only Milan and were on the last
feet from Officer Stuart’s Cockpit stages of approach, at about
seat, 4,000, recalls Stuart. ‘We
were on g northerly course
direction heading towards
the airfield, just in the tops of
the clouds.
‘The captain was flying the
aircraft. I was monitoring
what was going on: my gio]b xi,
e

was ‘to keep an eye on
seftiney

© Crown Copyright



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

TV RS Ry N

DRCRPRCIA 3 - i

b P YL 3, 55

-~

Y PERIPH-
ERAL vision
B was drawn to

2 . . something out
of the front window. I actually
saw the object coming
towards me. It was a silvery-
grey wedge-shaped object.

‘My reaction was to reach
for the control column, to try
to get away from what I felt
was an object In very close
proximity. My handz never
really went further forward
than maybe an inch or two.
The object passed very, very
close down the right-hand
side, :

‘I asked the captaln if he
had &een It, to which he
replied “yes”, he had,

‘We declded to ask alr traffic
control If they had seen any-
thing on the radar. They
reelied that they hadn't and
azied us if we'd like to file an
alr miss, which would lead to
an Investigation.

‘The object didn't alter its
course. There was no devia-
tion on the part of elther alr-
craft. It just came dowan the
side, m no attempt to
avold us, and we didn’t have a
chance to take any evasive

. ection, It was over very

quickly, so there wasn't much
that could be done.’

On landing, both pllots dis-
cussed what they had seen. 'I
suggested to the captain that
it would be a good idea to
draw what we had seen. We
both did so.

‘The objects we drew were
the same shape, but they dif-
fered in texture — mine was a
solid object which I helleved
had black or grey stripes
down the side.

‘T didn't see any windows or
anything like that. The cap-
tain drew a similar shape, but
his was made up ol lots of dit-
ferent little lights,

‘T felt his drawing could be
explained by a reflection from
our landing lights as the
object went down our right-
huand =slde.

‘We then phoned alr t{raffic
control and decided that we
would file an air miss, which
meant that all the traces from
radar would have to he exam-
ined in further detafl’

By filing that report, the two
men launched themselves on
to the treadmill of rumour

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2047/1

and mystery that accompa-
nies all such unexplained
sightings.

Many alrline pilots talk
anecdotally of seeing UFOs,
But very few actually report
what they have seen, fearful of
a sceptical response from
their colleagues, And, until
now, no pilot of a commercial
British aircraft has ever spo-
ken publicly about such an
Incident.

Although Officer Stuart still
cannot explain what he and
his captain saw, there are a
number of possibilities.

Could it have been a craft
that has become known as
the Silent Vulcan, a suppos-
edly top-secret American mil-
itary alreraft, so called
because its shape resembles
an old Vulcan homber?

HE Silent Vulean,
a similar shape to
the Stealth bomb-

g er, has allegedly
been seen over Europe and
North America, and was first
sighted over the Hudson Val-
ley in upstate New York in

1983,

In Britaln, many of the
sightings since have taken
place in the Pennine Corridor,
which runs from the Midlands
to Yorkshire.

In 1990, an object similar to
the one seen by Officer Stuart
and his captaln was spotted
in Belglum; the Bel%ian air
force scrambled fighter
Elanes to try to intercept it,

ut it vanished without leav-
ing radar or radiation
rcadings.

Consplracy theorists, who -

have welcomed the BA inci-
dent with glee, point to the

fact that the American F-117
Stealth bomber flew for five
years before the U.S. govern-
ment confirmed its exdstence.

Like the Silent Vulcan, it is
triangular in shape, and was
designed not to show up on
radar screens,

Radar experts, however, do
not belleve that the BA sight-
ing could have been a Stealth
bomber. It is not allowed to
t;y in controlled alrspace

thout being identifiable to
ground control. ;

And even the Stealth
bomber cannot explain the
speed, agility and rapid accel-
eration displayed by the
object the BA pllots saw.

The Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) spent months investi-
gating the pilots’ claims. They

alked to all the flight crews
and alr staff involved. They
examined recordings and
radar tapes which would tell
them whether any other air-
craft was in the vicinity of BA
flight 5061. They found
nothing. )

In April this year, the CAA
agreed that the crew on
board the flight had seen an
unidentified flying object —
or, as it preferred to term fit,
an ‘unassessable’ object.

The CAA decided that In
the absence of any firm evi-
dence or explanation for the
object, it was not possible to
assess either the cause of the

.near miss or the risk of the

encounter,

It concluded that the incl-
dent dldn’t it any of the nor-
mal criterla applicable to
air-miss reports.

Officer Stuart was nct
hai)py with the result, *We did
not get the answers we were
hoping for,” he says. ‘If I can‘t
explain it and I was there, I
cannot hope that anyone else
can ever explain it away.’

Despite Stuart’s reserva-

" tions, the CAA’s response —

in conducting sucli a thok-
ough investigation has,
been seen as a milestone in
the officlal recognition of ¢he’
UFO phenomenon.

The Ministry of Defence is
still reluctant to discuss the
issue of U¥Os at all. Officially,

the Ministry does not investi-
gate inexplicable sightings,
because they are not consid-
ered a threat to national
security.

Others tell a different story.
For three years, Nick Pope
headed Alr Staff 2a, within the
MoD. Part of his work was to
investigate UFO reports.

Pope, whose book Open
Bkles, Closed Minds, was seri-
alised by the Daily Mail, ealls
the Silent Vulcan ‘the Flying
Triangle’. ‘It behaves in g way
that is beyond the cutting
edge of our own technology,’
he says.

UT could the BA

E)ilots have seen

he mysterlous mil-

itary craft known

as the Silent Vulean? Or must

there be another explanation,

that the versatility of the craft

they saw simply cannot be
created by humsans? :

Pope says of sightings lke .

the BA one: ‘Allen craft are
the on]f logical conelusion of
some sightings. The technol-
ogy they display {s way beyond
our own.'

Although the MoD denies
any special research, insiders
who have worked within the
Ministry claim that the Minis-
try base at Rudloe Manor, in
Wiltshire, is beinf used as a
centre for secret investiga-
tions into aerial phenomena.

The Public Records Office in
Kew, South-West London,
sheds even more intriguing
light on just how seriously
incidents like the BA one are
being taken by the
Government.

From the mid-Fifties
onwards, the MoD has accu-
mulated more than 8,000 UFO
sightings, and hes withheld
the information under the 30-
year secrecy rule. While many
of these accounts are now
available at Kew, others will
remeain sealed for decades to
come,

Officer Stuart knows what
he saw. He has kept the draw-
Ing of that mysterious trian-
gular object, and he and his
captain have never changed
their story. They also, of
course, cannot explain it.

® OUT Of This World 13 on
BRBCI, tomorrow, 9.30pm.
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