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BBC News | SCOTLAND | Scotland dubbed 'top alien nation'

.A

research will produce a simple explanation,
but that still leaves 10% remaining
unexplained.”

However, Stuart Campbell, author of The UFO
Mystery Solved, said he had "never been
stumped" to explain a reported sighting.

"I claim that 100 percent (of reports) are
explainable, it just depends how many
explanations you have available.

"I have never found one that I couldn't
explain."
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" been deafening,.

" open
“The group's founder, Dr Steven

N A raised platform
beneath the galleried
ceiling of the presti-

gious National Press

Clib in Washington
DC, a group of men
and women, all experts in their
chosen field, waited patiently
as the large hall filled with
more than 150 jonrnalists from

-newspapers and TV stalions

from all over the world.

For almost two hours, one by
one, more than 20 “eve-wit-
nesses” - amongst them US
Army and Air Force officers,

-Nasa scientists, nuclear missile

silo commanders and employ-

_ees of large corporations -

described their experiences to

- ‘the assembled press. Some

spoke of inéxplicable eneoun-

; ters with unidentified lights
- and objeets in the air, others of

the crashes of strange craft; of

“unaceountable, unclected and
illegal projects”. Yet others.

even claimed to be involved
with the “back-engineering-of

- advanced technology”. ..

‘Many “expressed [rustiration
al their failure to be taken seri-
ously. All referrved to a’ world-
wide conspiracy to keep the
truth from governments and
public alike. As each individual
spoke there was hushed aiten-
tion, as each sat down applause
filled the room. At one point a
cameraman for a US TV station
was heard to say: “Bloody hell,
this is amazing - bloody hell*
And yet, since thai o

day in May 2001,
the ‘silence has

Last year, the
Sunday Express
was the first
newspaper to
publish an article
on the Disclosure
Project, a US-
based UFO group
whose stated aim
is to press the US
Congress for an
hearing.

Greer, claims he is continning

16 gather “deep-insider wit-

nesses” who, if released from

their security oaths, would tel -

Congress what they know
about an alleged cover-up of

the existence of UFOs and -
extra-terrestrials as well as the -
- possession of their advanced,

life-changing fechnology.

. But one year on, the Project

seems nowhere nearer achiev-
ing its goal, despite positive

feedback from US Senators -

and overwhelming interest
from the public via their web-
site, Dr Greer is now concen-
trating on a grassroots effort to
spread the word via a global
network of represéentatives.
“This is the best chance we
have had in 50 vears to find out
what ‘is really going on,” says
David - Williamns, one of -the
Disclosure Project’s UK repre-

" sentatives. Now an IT director

ir the finance mdustry, he is a
former crypto-analyst in the

~Rayal Signals, . once hased in

Whitehall.
“While I was there I had Top
secret_clearance, and the con-

ﬁ'_tiuuo_ﬁs, flow-of UFO reports
hat crossed my desk intrigued

.
‘CIA men took
all the material
from a meeting
about a 747’s
UFO encounter,
then told us it
didn’t happen’

By Hamish
Mackenzie

me,” he says. “They came from
everywhere, and I forwarded
them on to various MeD and
Government departments.
*I don’t know what happened

to them after they left me. I -

have been trying io find out
ever since, and aflter the 2001
press conference I decided to
get involved with the Dis-
closure Project. It only needs
the wider public to realise that
one of the witnesses, someone

like John Callahan, is telling:

the truth for the whole ihing io

" be blown wide open.”

-John Callahan. a former
senior investigator with the
Aceidents and Investigations
Branch of the US Federal
Aviatien  Authority, is .

and imposing pres

stovry, Tike the man, i

-dismiss. At the press confer:
enice he recalled how, ~on .
November 18, 1986, the pilots of -

Japan Airlines Flight 1628, fly-
ing over Alaska, reported they
were seeing “a huge ball with
lights running arvound it... four
times as big as a 747”. The
sighting was  significant

because the object was simul-

taneously being
recorded on
ground-based
radar at
Anchorage Air
Traffic Control.

The flight
erew and
ground radar
operators
watched as the

aerobhatics and

beyond the
capability of any
known aireraft. At one point the
captain expressed concern at
the effects the object appeared
to be having on his instruments.

After more than half an hour,

the “strange craft” disappeared
and the 747 landed safely.

HE FOLLOWING day -

My Callahan attended
hurriedly convened
meeting at the request
of Admiral Engen, then
Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Authority,
This meeting was attended by
all of those directly invelved
and, claimed Mr Callahan,
three anenymous CIA men. He

says these men confiscated all -

the audio, radar recordings,
printouts and docunents asso-
ciated with the previous day’s
events and “told us this had
never happened and we had
néver had this meeting”. He
paused for effect. “I took
copies of everything before the
meeting. They never asked
anyone if we had -copies, so I
never told them I did.”

There was a flurry of elicking
cameras as Mr Callahan held

“up numergus documents and

invited the andience to inspect

UFO performed -

flew at speeds

“SUNDAY EXPRESS June 16,2002

et ’ i

CLUSTER CONUNDRUM ; The US Coast Guard released this pictore taken at Salem, Massachusetts, in 1852 -

them later. But many who were
at the press conference were

bemused at the subsequent.

lack of publicity for the event,
“Perhaps the media were
taken aback by the seriousness
of what they heard and just did
not know how to handle it;”
David Williams remarks. “It is
surprising no one has even
tried to discredit the witness-
es. Why have the big US corpo-
rations [Lockheed Martin,
Northrop, Boeing and others]
named as part of the cover-up,
net ebjected and sued?” Only

1ast month the US'newspapel_' :

Florida Today contributed to
the continuing speculation on
how an event “with testimony
designed to be so compelling
the [nationall media couldn’t
possibly freeze it out” had been
lett in the eold.

“We were disappointed but
not surprised by the limited
coverage,” says Dr Greer, an
accident and emergency doctor
who now devotes all his time to
the Projeci. “So we took our
message direct to the people -
local radio, TV and well-attend-
ed public meetings.”

-Si

ce the press conference, it

has emerged that Dr Greer is
not alone in seeking o per-
suade the US Government to
support disclosure. . B,
Charles Huffer, a US-based - .

UFO researcher. met the then

campaigning Governor George
Bush in 2000. Live on CNN, -
Huffer secured a promise from
Bush that when in office he
would “get right on to” the UFQ
issue and tell the people what
was really going on. Once i
power this campaign promise
has been ignored, and last yea
one of Huffer’s supporters wen

on hinger str
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GIVE US
THE FACTS:
Disclosure
is our best

hope for
finding out

about UFOs,
says former
Royal Signals
analyst David
Williams
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LIGHTS FANTASTIC: A UFo photographed over Sao Paulo, Brazil, in 1984

This year US business develop-
ment consultant Stephen Bassett
plans to run as an independent in
the 8th Congressional District of
Maryland on the UFO disclosure
ticket. The election, in November,
is expected to be hotly contested.
Bassett’s objective is to win suffi-

" cient votes to have a say in bring-
- ing the issue before Congress.

Bat interest among the general
publie has also been considerable.

‘The Project’s press conference

was, broadeast and. watched live
over the Internet by almost a
quarter of a million people. “It
was the largest web-

cast on cable and satellite TV.”
One concern for many cbservers
has been that the Project may not
be as rigorous as it needs to be
when screening witnesses. And
there does appear to have been
some dissension within the ranks.
Some wiinesses feel that the more
exotic stories, such as contact with
aliens, should have been excluded.
“There is enough out there -
unusual aerial craft that need
explanation,” said a source who
did not want to be named. And at
least one prominent witness has
requested that his name be with-
: drawn from ‘the

cast in history,” says pusssasesssssssssssss Project as he feels

Dr Greer. :
Since then a fur- ‘There

some of the conchi-

are too s being drawm

ther million have many people from the testi-

downloaded a

monies are “a step

recording of the who have seen too far”. Edgar

event from the

Mitchell, the

Disclosure Project something they Apollo 11 astre-
ite, soh b _ .
website, which has can’t explaln to ?félt,fez::’nd one of

received more than
six million hits since
May last year. Dr

more than 100 new

keep all this
Greer reports that secret forever’ .

men to
have set foot on the
moon, is no longer
Disclosure
Project witness,

witnesses have
come forward, several from the UK,
“Fhis is not swrprising,” says
Denis Plunkett, head of the
British Flying Saucer Bureau,
still an active organisation though
wrongly reported last year to have
closed down. “For 50 years I have
been receiving reports from mili-

. - tary personnel and police officers.
- Most did not want any publiciiy,
.. they were just trying to under-
:- stand what they had seen.”

 When asked if the Sunday

- - Express could interview a UK wit-
. .ness,-Dr Greer said: “We do not
" want to reveal any of our new wit-
- nesses now. There will be another

- press conference later in the year,

- which we are planning to broad-

»

though he contin-
nes to support its aims. “I still
believe that governments should
open their files on the UFO sub-
ject, but we don’t seem to be much
closer to that, though likely it will
happen sooner or later,” he told
the Sunday Express.

“] am neot a ‘witness’ of UFO
events either in space or on Earth.
1 dorr't have any first-hand experi-
ence, but 1 have discussed the
matter with some ‘old timers’ who
do have first-hand knowledge.”

One of the big tests of the

Disclosure Project in the future |

will be the quality of the new wit-
nesses and its openness to the
sort’ of serutiny it 'is claiming

should be directed at others: The

© Crown Copyright

‘“hi'stbry-of—UF-O' sightiugs has been

tarnished by fabrication —not just

--hy people seeking - attention but

even by UFQ researchers.

In the past few months, a promi-
nent group has admitted planting
false information to discredit oth-

- ers in .an apparent attempt to
~prove that the whole UFO

phenomendn ¢an be dismissed.

* “Is it possible we have been
scammed by some witnesses? Yes.
Do-1 think it likely? No,” says Dr
Greer, his hackles rising. “We are
not the CIA, we can’t afford to run
$50,000 background checks on
evervone. ‘Our objeclives are to
disclose the truth to the public
and to persuade Congress to hold
an open hearing,

“Over 20,000 letters have gone
oul from copstituents all over the
US to their Congressmen. We
have received numerous expres-
stons of serious interest from
Senators, Only last week I had a

" Congressman ring and ask us to

give him a private briefing.

“To get a Congressional hearing
one of three things will have fo
happen,” Dr Greer continues.
“The media will have to call for it,
or the public need to be heard
asking for it, or there has to be a
massive, undeniable UFQ event.”

[AT IS clear is that a
large number of indi-
viduals have come -
forward and made
statements  whose
implications, if true,

are profound. If the witnesses are
who they say they are — and are
found o be lying - then we should
be very concerned about the type
of individuals who fly enr planes,
control air traffic, man the missile
silos and protect owr communities.

If, on the other hand, the wit-
nesses are telling the truth then -
no matter how extraordinary -
this is a serious issue. “If we
believe them,” says David
Williams, “then we have to accept
that we are not alone. Someone is
covering up and we should want
to know why.

“We may have been deceived by
some of our witnesses, but not by
all of them,” he continues. “There
are too many people who have
seen something they can't explain.
Those trying to keep the secrets
rely upon most.of us being too busy
with our lives to be bothered. But
more and more people are getfing
interested, and one day there will
be enough to demand that govern- -
ments tell us what they know.”

® For more information contagt
David Williams al
disclosureproject@ biinternet.com -
or visit the Project’s websile at
wwredisclosurepraject.org .
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. DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

From: DAS-LA-AD B

Sent: 23 May 2002 09:04

To: DAS-LA-Ops+Pol

Cc: DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

Subject: RE: UFO - Reports in Daily Star/The Sun
Importance: Low

- 40

Thanks. Strangely, | did not react adversely to this story. | just took it to be a tabloid
interpretation of the syllabus (I presume there is discussion as part of the teaching process about
bright lights etc that aircrew might experience). But as we say. "we believe that rational

T ............ |

From: DAS-LA-Ops+Pol

Sent: 22 May 2002 09:41

To: DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

Cc: DAS-LA-AD; DASDD

Subject: UFO - Reports in Daily Star/The Sun -

Importance: Low

DD/LA AD/Ops Pol1:
A photocopy of a page in the press cuttings (sent in to OpsPol offices by- glfed that officer cadets at
Cranwell were being given a UFO briefing.

| have spoken with the CRO's office at Cranwell to find out what their line was and whether there had been any
press contact.

Their line is that there is no truth in the story; officer cadets are not being given lessons on UFO and their
identification.

The only enquiry they received following the printing of the two articles was from BFBS (Forces Broadcasting

w wanted to run a piece - if the story was correct.
n

© Crown Copyright
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RAF

forced to
employ
private
helpers

By James Mackintosh

The Royal Air Force is so
stretched it is having to hire
private cooks and truck driv-
ers to give support staff at
its forward bases a chance to
see their families. '
The RAF has hired locals
in the Balkans and Sierra

Daily Star
16 May 2002

il .

Financial Times
16 May 2002
Page 2

Leone to assist military
chefs as it struggles to cope
with its new role as support
for rapid reaction forces
around the world. In the
Gulf it has hired local haul-
age contractors.

“The thing is that when
new operations come up, the
old operations don't seem to
go away,” said one senior
officer. “If only operations
would stop when new ones

"come up things would be

easier.”

The RAF has used private
caterers in the Falklands for
several years, but the multi-
plicity of missions recently
has increased the focus on
contracting out support ser-
vices.

It has also launched a
recruitment campaign
focused on what the RAF

calls *“enablers” - cooks,
firefighters, air transport
staff, technicians and med-
ics.

Geoff Hoon, defence secre-
tary, warned last month that
the military was “at the
limit of our commitments”, a
statement widely regarded
as a pre-Budget pitch for
more cash.

But the RAF's staff short-
ages have been caused by
the need to keep forward
bases functioning while giv-
ing support staff time off in
the UK to see their families
and undergo training.

The problems have been
exacerbated by requests
from allies for British sup-
port staff to remain even
after UK aircraft are pulled
out. Apart from Britain, only
the US and France are

thought to have appropri-
ately trained support staff
for rapid reaction.

Officers were keen to play
down talk of a crisis yester-
day, saying that the level of
stretch was “under control”.

The UK has aircrews sta-
tioned in the Falklands, Bos-
nia, Afghanistan, Turkey
and Gulf countries from
which aircraft are patrolling
the Iraqi southern no-fly
Zone.

The threat from Iraqi air
defences has intensified in
past weeks after a shake-up
of the way Iraq runs its anti-
aircraft units. According to
officers at RAF Strike Com-
mand, there have been sev-
eral near-misses since Iraq
gave more autonomy to
operators of anti-aircraft
missiles.

The Daily Telegraph
16 May 2002
Page 25

UFO lesson for
¢

tures

"RAF pilots are being taught
how to identify and report -
UFOs. .

All new officer cadets at
the RAF , College - In
Cranwell, Lincs now learn

Letters to the Editor

Show me the light

the aerial phenomena lec-

es of aerial It happened in 1990 when
ggzlrllgrg}elngp' including three Tornado jets encoun- . . N .
UFOs. tered an object over the  SIR- Denis Plunkett writes: “[It] such sightings *“secret”. As a Royal
The reason why the sub- North Sea. requires just one sighting to be proved Navy fighter pilot of that era, I can
ject is on the curriculum is ~ Video footage. showed a genuine for us to realise that we are  assure you that I received no such
because RAF pilots are con-  long cigar shaped object fly- not alone in the cosmos” (letter, instructions and have confirmed with

ing parallel to the aircraft
at a distance of about two
miles. It then shot off

tinuing to report sightings
of strange objects. .
One sighting by RAF

colleagues that they also did not.

May 14). Quite. In view of the
In a sense, we all wanted to belicve

tremendous amount of man- and

=il : ‘at 6,000mph. instrument-power devoted towards in “flying saucers” and looked for
milotsoff & RO (eptures:in  apwards AL ¥ that end, one wonders why no such them avidly. We saw miany meteorites
The Sun sighting has taken place. and other wonderful natural
In fact, I suspect that, 50 years ago,  phenomena. The only flying saucer I
16 May 2002 far more people believed in flying and my colleagues saw was on the
saucers than do so today, with the RAI stage of Salad Days.
- RAF learn to and the USAF charged to investigate ~ Geoflrey Sherman

Commander, RN

every sighting. The ever-present
Kilgetty, Pembrokeshire

“conspiracy theorists” tell us that
military pilots were told to keep any

. spot ‘aliens’

NEW . RAF pilots. are
being. taught how to: sp&~
-and report UFOs. T o
" Cadets. at .the-RAF Col- :
lege in Cranwell, Lincs,
arg; shown video f¢otage
0f"a:1990 sighting. .
_“"Tornado pilots wdtched
a’ ¢lgar-shaped - object for
‘nearr the

six minutes
Dutch border.

26
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i%d N THE years after the Second

o World War, the skies above were

buzzing ~ not just with aircraft
also flying saucers. Ever
since the phrase had been

3 coined by a US airman in 1947,

sighlings were being reported up and
down the country, In Clacton-On-Sea

in Essex peopie

reperied secing

silvery dises skidding across the sky
and in Putney, South-west London,
another object was Spotled whizzing

between the clouds.

People wanted

answers,

The government was so concerned

about these strange, disc-like craft
that seemingly performed impossible
manocuvres and {ravelled af incom-

pt

ehensible speeds that jt set up a

lop secret department in 1950 to try

- lo
*Th

discover the truth about UFOQs.
s X Files-style upit, called the

Working Partly on Flying Saucers,
contained the best scientific and mili.

lary minds in B

ntain. Yet its very

existence was denied by the Ministry

of

Defence for almost 50 years.
Now, two social historians have

secen documents released from the

th

¢ Public Record Office which prove

that the depariment existed. Dr
David Clarke and Andy Roberts will
detail their findings on a Radio 4
programme tonight. Dr Clarke says:
“Alter years of secarching for some-

th

ing we only suspected existed, we

found this incredibie six-page docu-
ment and the minutes of the original
meeling to set the unit up.”

The secret research into the sight.-
Ings began in 1950 but ended a year
later, concluding thal what had been
Seen  were nothing more than

m

wages, oplical illusions or

psychological delusions on the part of

th

€ witnesses. The case on the sub-

Jecl apparently seemed closed |

But despile these findings the

sightings continued during the Fifties

and people were sijl asking ques-~
lions, Prime
Churchill,
UFOs flying over

Minisler Sir Winstlon
worried al rumours of
Washington DC,

sent a menmo to the War Ministry
asking: “What does all this stuff about
flying saucers amount to? What can it

m

can?" I1¢ was lold not Lo worry and

shown the findings of the report,
detailed in Clarke and Roberts's new

book ecalied Qut

Of The Shadows:

UI0s, The Establishment Ang The

Official Cover. Up.

th

Clarke believes
A the cover-up was nething to do

Phe Vi ey

Ly Apol 2o

with the existence of little green men,

but everything to do will) the Cold

War. “This was a time of greal para-

noia and fear™ he says. “The govern-
ment took the decision to say as little
about the sighti as possible
because of fears about the inade.
quacy of our radar system.”
Declassified government docu-
|ments from June 1965 show (hay it
I was “official MoD policy to play down
| the subjeet of unidentified flying
/ objects and to avoid atlaching undue
. public attention or publicity o the
! subject, as 3 result we have never
i had any political pressure to mount a
large-scale investigation”. Another
document states: “The press are
- Rever o be given information about
- unusual radar sightings, and unusual
'visual sightings are in no circum.
“stances to be disclosed in the press "

Clarke is sceptical over the exis-
lence of alien crafts but throughout
his four years of research, inlerview-
ing high-ranking mililary personne]
in command al the time of this UFO
activity, he has come across evidence
that his theory of mass paranoia
cannot explain,

In 1952, pilots Air Commodore Mick
Swiney and Royal Navy Lieutenant
Commander David Crofts were Qlyin
in a Meteor Seven advanced aircraft
when they saw three flying sauccrs
near Gloucester

HE UFOs were also spotted
on the RAF radar and other

W fighter planes were scram-
Dled to assess the threat. The pilots
were $o unnerved Ly what they saw
that they recorded it in the fight log
book. The pair, now relired, recounted
their experiences to Clarke and
Roberts. Both have tried to find oul

| more aboul what happened on that
-tday but the Ministry of Defence

! denies What the event over happened,
" The Mol) has always claimed thal
it has never actively investigated
UFOs. A spokesperson says: “We
remain tolally open-minded but we
have no interest in UFOx unless they
conslitute a threat to nalional sec-
urity. Itis not the X Files - we do have
reports of sightings and almost all of
them are explained and it is kot our
role to ¢stablish those that aren't
But despite this claim, the MoD

P.82

conlinues (o look
Sightings Feported each year tq a
mtle-knqwn department called the
Secretariat (Aiy Stafh) 2s. This is the

into the 300

which would make Nick Pope ~ who

Ninetics -
ol Fox Mulder
Popc joined the department as 3
seeplic about UFQg but when he left
in 1994 he was a believer in tre exis-
lence of aljen craft,
particular changed his pereeption.

Looking back tirough the archives
one day, he came across documenta.-
Lion of what he belicves is Britain's
first UFQ landing, On December 27,

orce base Bentwaters near
Woodbridge.

The men . reporied secing
slrange gowing objec, metalljc in
ap{)earance and lnangular in shape”.
[thad a “pulsing red light on top and

a bank of blue lights underncath”,
Lt Col Hall wrole in g memo sent to
the MoD) that thig “object was hover-
Ing, or on leps. As the patrolmen
approached, it Manoeuvred Urough
the lrees and disappears. At this time
the animals on a nearby farm went
inloa frenzy”,

The next day dopressions were
found in the forest o significant
radiation readings were discovernd
in the immediate arca, This incident
was nol ouly revealed in US docu
MCMS, unearthieg by rexcarchors,

© Crown Copyright
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but also in MoD reports, One of the
officials who has seen Lhis report is
Lord Hill-Norton, (ormer Chiel of
Defence. lie is convineed that the
incident is proof of the existence of
exlra-terrestnals.

e says: “I'here is @ SCMous possi:
bility that we are being visited - and
have been visited for many years - by
people [rom ouler space, from other
civilisations; that it behoves us (o find
oul who they arc, where they come
from and what they want.”

-1t seems that these sighlings-are
nol: random but occur. in :hotspots,
many in areas with a military signif-

| cance. Pope was called in to investi-
\ | gale an incidenl in the early hours of
. | March 31, 1993. “There had been lots
of sightings that night,” he says. “The
UFQOs were seen passing over two
military bases in Shropshire, RAF
Cosford and RAF Shawbury It was
described by one military witness as
being a vast, triangular crafy, only
slightly smaller that a jumbo jet. 1L
Oew slowly over the bases, trav-
elling at a height of 200(t, fir-
ing a narrow beam of light al
the ground, before flying off
al high speed.”
Al the same base 24 years
carlier a UFQ was tracked on
radar systems and two RAF
jets were serambled to intercept
the craft. The pilots recounted how
they engaged in a game of cal and
mouse, with the UFQ accelerating
just before the planes were able to
lock on Lo the largel. The mysterious
craft was oo quick for the jets,

But it is not just Air Force bases
that have been visited by UFOs.
;More than 60,000 sighlings have

5&; @ L A" been made in Bonnybridge, near
W T Falkirk in central Scolland,

<

. \|u|| MNIUN -

since 1991, And only yesterday there
was yel another sighling of mysteri.
ous objects in Lhe sky over Nonsall
Moor, Derbyshire.

Pope has suggested that 95 per
cent of all sightings can be explained
by nalural phenomena, Dr Jacqueline
Mitton of the Royal Astronomical
Sociely says: "Many people see mele:
ors, shooting stars, ¢ven Lhe bright
planel Venus and think il is a U[O.
People: have looked up lo the sky
throughout history and interpreted
what they saw as being supematural
or not of this Earth. However, in the,
past it was dragons or wilches. Now
we are living in an age where space
travel could be possible — so people

now see UFOs instead.”

Qg O IF This accounts for the
sy J° Per cent, what of the

g eclusive five per cent?
Lionel Fanthorpe, President of the
British UFQO Resecarch Associalion,
believes these sightings prove we are
nol alone. He says: “Ilonly one star in
a thousand has a planet system and
only one planet system in a thousand
can support life, then statistically, we
are not alonc in the universe.”

Pope, who still works for the MoD,
says: “You have to consider that the
committee members liaised wilh
the Americans about UFO research
in the Fifties. The conclusions the
British government made scemed to
exaclly mirror what the American’s
were lelling its public. 1 believe that
the truth is still out there.”

® Brilain’s X Files, BBC Radio 4.
tonight, 8pm.

The Express
25 April 2002

P.93

A blow for wind farms

DEFENCE chicfs arc blocking government plans (3
to use more green cnergy by building wind farins -
because they threaten national security. The
Government backs proposals (o erect 18 new wind
farms on lLiillsides to mect its target of gencrating
10 per cent of electricity from infinite resources
such as wind. wave aad solar power by 2016.
Ministry of Defence officials are opposing five of
the farms, all near RAF bascs, as they say they
interfere with air traffic coutrol and could provide
cover for encmy aiverafl. Experts say the wind
twrbines create 2 radar shadow beliing them.
However, A Iiends of the Earth spokesman said:
“Other counteies have overcome similar problems,™
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eAS-LA-Ops+ Pol1

To: D News HEO
Subject: Press Enquires about UFOs

Following our discussions earlier today about the enquiries from the Western Daily Press, | have now seen The
Express article and attach a few paragraphs that might help with any further enquiries you may receive. | have
included something on our change of title as you asked about this. Please give me a call if you need any more
informatijon. | would appreciate it if you couild also keep me informed if there is any more press or media interest in

this.

S

1]

PRESS-THE
EXPRESS 25 April 200...

MT&/73
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° The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of 'unidentified flying objects'
it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some defence
significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's
airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless
there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external military
source, and to date no "UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to
identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that
rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for
them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification
service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on investigations which go
beyond our specific defence remit.

° The integrity of the UK's airspace in peacetime is maintained through
continuous surveillance of the UK Air Policing Area by the RAF. This is achieved by
using a combination of civil and military radar installations, which provide a
continuous real-time “picture” of the UK airspace. Any threat to the UK Air Policing
Area would be handled in the light of the particular circumstances at the time (it might
if deemed appropriate, involve the scrambling or diversion of air defence aircraft).
From that perspective, reports provided to us of ‘UFQ’ sightings are examined, but
consultation with air defence staff and others as necessary is considered only where
there is sufficient evidence to suggest a breach of UK air space. The vast majority of
reports we receive are very sketchy and vague. Only a handful of reports in recent
years have warranted further investigation and none revealed any evidence of a threat.

® In August 1950 a Working Party was set up (at the suggestion of Sir Henry
Tizard) who thought “flying saucers should be investigated”. Records show that the
11™ meeting of the Joint Technical Intelligence Committee (June 1951) received the
Chairman’s Report of the “Flying Saucer Working Party”. The Committee decided
that “the document should be regarded as the final report and, in view of the
conclusions the Working Party should be dissolved”. The Chairman (Mr. G. L.
Turney DS13) went on to say that, “following the lead given by the Americans on this
subject, the report should have as little publicity as possible and outside circulation
should be confined to one copy, for Sir Henry Tizard”.

Files containing minutes of the JTIC have been available at the Public Record Office
for a number of years. The report mentioned above was not on these files and it was
thought that a copy had not survived. However, last year, during a routine review of
files which had been retained in the Department, a copy of this report was found on an
unrelated file. The report was removed from the file, downgraded, and has been
released to the PRO.

L) Following the merger of Directorate of Air Staff and Secretariat (Air Staff)
last year, the section Secretariat (Air Staff)2a is now known as Directorate of Air Staff
(Lower Airspace) Operations and Policy 1. This is still the focal point within the
MOD for UFO correspondence and there has been no change in the way in which
UFO reports and correspondence are handled.
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L The MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer’
matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms,
about which it remains totally open-minded. However, to date the MOD knows of no
evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena.
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HE alien craft was shaped like

a cross between an upturned

saucepan and a child’s spin-

ning top. It was 20 to 30 feet in

diameter, the colour of alu-

minium, with portholes around
the gide. And it was hovering over
the home of Lord Louis Mountbat-
ten, one of the most senior members
of the British Royal Family.

The remarkable apparition was reported in
February 1955 by a bricklayer called Briggs.
In a signed statement, he told how he had
spotted the flying saucer while on his way to
work at Broadlands, Mountbatten’s couniry
residence in Hampshire,

Briggs described how he had dismounted
from his bicyele as the saucer hovered, and
was amazed to see a tube descend from its
centre. A platform appeared in the tuhe, con-
taining a man. He was wearing a dark suit or
overalls and a close-fitting helmet.

As he watched, Briggs was suddenly over-
come by an ‘unseen force’ which caused him
to stumble. The tube retracted into the fiying
saucer, which suddenly shot straight up into
the sky and disappeared.

Later, the flying saucer and its occupant
returned. Communicating via telepathy, the
alien being invited Briggs on board and
whisked him off to see the Egyptian pyramids
— a round trip that lasted just ten minutes.

Before he was returned to Hampshire, the
aliens told the bricklayer: ‘If Lord Mountbat-
ten meft us, he could change the world,”

Sceptics might have their own view of this
tale, but Mountbatten himself was fasci-
nated. His personal records show thaé he
questioned his employee closely. Then,
accompanied by another of his workers, he
visited the scene of the sighting.

They found marks in the snow consistent
with Briges’ account of his movements, but
there was no evidence of the UFQ’s visit.

But the very fact that Mountbatten took so
much trouble to check out the story speaks
volumes about the seriousness with which he
— and other members of the Royal Family
and military elite — took the whole strange
subject of extra-terrestrial activity.

As we will see, those who came to share his
interest included the Battle of Britain
mastermind Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh
Dowding, the British Army general Sir Fred-
erick ‘Boy’ Browning, and — most astonish-
ingly of all — Mountbatten’s nephew, Prince
Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh.

By the early Fifties, a significant number of
this discreet ‘gentleman’s club’ had become
convinced that Earth was under observation
by aliens.

To this day, Prince Philip has every issue of
the magazine Flying Saucer Review sent to
him at Buckingham Palace — and once
appointed an equerry as his
personal UFQ investigator

) e

THE story of the British
Establishment’s interest in

The, Mail opens the -

Buckingham Palace

X-Files and finds
that Prince Phifip (an

avid reader of Flying

Saucer Review) appointed

his own investigator into
visitors from space .. .

by David Clarke
and Andrew Roberts

UFOs really begins in World

War II, when pilots first began
to report whai became known
as ‘foo-fighters’ — mysterious
lights in the sky that resem-
bled unknown enemy craft.

For years, however, the ques-
tion was hushed up and UFO
investigators could find no
official documentation.

It was only in 1986 that proof
of RAF sightings emerged
when the late Goon Show star
Michael Bentine, a former intel-
ligence officer with Bomber
Command, spoke of debriefing
crews who told of lights which
were ‘pulsating and had flown
round the aireraft’.

In fact, such reports had long
been taken with great serious-

ness within military circles —

particularly in the years after
the war, as fears grew about
the threat from the Soviet
Union. Some experts believed
the saucers-could be advanced
Soviet aircraft.

Mountbatten belonged to a
small group of high-ranking mil-
itary personnel who believed fly-
ing saucers were from another
world. He began collecting
reports of sightings using his
contacts in the armed services.

His theories albout their ori-
gins were clear in letters he
wrote to his friend Charles

Eade, editor of the Sunday
Dispatch, one of the popular
newspapers of the day.

“These extraordinary things
have now been seen in almost
every part of the world: Scan-
dinavia, North America, South
America, Central Europe,’ he
wrote.

‘It seems clear that the over-
whelming weight of opinion
from every part of the world
will show that some new thing
definitely exists which is
capable of flying at very slow
speed, or even perhaps of hov-
ering and accelerating at an
unheard-of speed several
times the speed of sound.

‘The available evidence will
show that they are not of
human agency, that is to say
they do not come from Earth, If
that is s0, then presumably they
must come from some heavenly
body, probably a planet.’

Mountbatten believed that
the UFOs should be s¢en as
the intergalactic equivalent of
contemporary aircraft. ‘Maybe
it ig the Shackletons or Scotis
of Venus or Mars who are mak-
ing their first exploration of
our Earth,” he mused.

But he also suggested that
the fiying saucers might be the

alien life-forms themselves — -

‘not a form of aeroplane from
another planet but the actual
inhabitants of that planet!’

Sensing the media headlines
which sensational statements
such as these would produce,
Mountbatten asked Rade to
Keep his private opinions out of
the newspapers,

‘I know this sounds ridicu-
lous and I am relying on you as
a very old and loyal friend not
to make any capital out of the
fact that I have put forward
such a far-fetched explanation.

UCH an explanation,
however, would appar-
ently fill all known
cases in which the fly-
ing saucer has so far

been seen.’
Despite his desire to conceal

-his own beliefs, Mountbatten

was keen to persuade the public
to take the subject seriously. He
urged Eade to publish weekly
articles about UFOs in order to
gauge the popular reaction.
Eade obliged with a series of
sensational reports and along
editorial describing UFOs as
‘the story that may be bigger
than the atom bomb wars’.
The editorial went on to

describe how the subject had
been dismissed as nonsense,
but ‘many infellisent and dis-
tinguished people in all parts
of the world are infensely
interested, and treat such
reports very seriously indeed’,

Eade quoted from a letter he
had received ‘from one of the
most famous men alive today’,
whom he could not name but
who ‘commands universal
respect and admiration’.

It was a discussion with this
mystery man, Bade said, which
led to his decision ‘to place
before the readers of the Sun-
day Dispatch all that is known
about the flying saucers and
all the theories abouf them, no
matter how sensational and
fantastie’.

We now know that the ‘mys-
tery man’ was Lord Mountbat-
ten —and the effect of his inter-
vention was to prove dramatic.

Following publication of
these stories in the Dispatch,
accounts of UFOs poured into
newspaper offices across the
British Isles.

In hindsight, it is clear that
the aggressive newspaper cam-
paign played a huge part in
¢reating the faseinstion with
UFOs that was to grip the
country for decades to come,

= ————

OVER the years, rumours of
Mountbatten’s role leaked ocut
t0 UFO enthusiasts. Improba-
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Royal intrigue: Prince Philip has
long been fascinated by UFOs

ble stories circulated that he had
acecess to ‘“Top Secret’ photos of fly-
ing saucers from Royal Navy files,
or that he was involved'in the
investigation of a UFO that had
crashed in Britain.

The latter story originated in 1955
with.an American journalist nemed
Dorothy Kilgallen, who claimed
that the wreckage of a ‘mysterious
flying ship® was being investigated
by scientists, The tale was later
embroidered with claims. that the
saucer was crewed by ‘small men,
probably under four feet tall’.

Kilgallen said the Government
was holding back from issuing an
official statement because ‘it does
not want to frighten the public’.
She claimed her source was ‘a
British official of Cabinet rank” who
wished fo remain anonymous.

Rumours went around that it was
Mountbatten. Since Kilgallen was
a well-known figure at high-society
parties where she mixed with roy-
alty and aristocrats, this was not
totally implausible — although it
seems unlikely that Mountbatten
would have let slip state secrets to
a gossip eolumnist over cocktails.

After Kilgallen refused to elaborate
on her story, UFO enthusiasts

became convinced that she had been -

‘silenced’ by the Establishment. Her
sudden — and some claim mysteri-
ous — death in 1965 added to their
_ suspicions that there was a conspir-
acy to hide the truth about UFOs.

Years later, Margaret Thatcher

would fuel these cover-up theories.

At a cocktail party in 1997, author -

Georgina Bruni claimed she
discussed alien technology with the

former Prime Minister. Baroness
Thatcher was said to have treated
the matter with utmost serious-
ness, twice repeating the comment:
‘UFOs? You must geé your facts
right, and you can’t tell the people.’

She then abruptly changed the
subject.

Details of Prince Philip's interest
in TFOs have been given by one of
his equerries, the late Sir Peter
Horsley. ;

He confirmed that Philip ‘was open
to the immense possibilities of new
technology leading to space explo-
ration, while at the same time not
discounting that, just as we were on
the fringe of breaking out into space,
so other older civilisations in the uni-~
verse might already have done so’.

By one account, later denied by
royal sources, the Duke requested
that all flying saucer reports

received by the Air Ministry should

be copied to him,

He was once reported tc have
tolda dinmgl{mrty guest: ‘I'm sure
they exist, the evidence points
10 it. So many people say they have
seen them.’

Horsley’s autobiography revealed
how reports of flying saucers were
enthusiastically discussed among

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2047/1

the staff at Buckingham Palace
throughout his time as equerry.
Most infriguingly, Horsley
recounts how Philip ‘agreed that I
could investigate the more credible
reports, provided I kept it all in
perspective and did not involve his
office in any kind of publicity’.

Y VIRTUE of this unofficial
role as royal UFQ investiga-

tor, Horsley was given carte
blanche {o read any reports.
of UFQ sight‘m%s by the

RAF, and to interview
concerned.

The case which impressed him
most involved two pllots from 25
Sguadron, who observed a flying
saucer while on patrol in a Vampire
jet from RAF West Malling, Kent,
one afternoon in November, 1953.

he pilois

" Horsley investigated the sighting

as thoroughly as he could, visiting
the basge and quizzing both airmen.
He submitted a report t0 the Duke
of Edinburgh, saying that he was
‘satisfied that the Vampire crew
was perfectly reliable’ and the two
airmen had seen ‘a genuine UFQ’.

A number of UFO witnesses were ~

P aab

invited to the Palace, including
James Howard, captain of a British
airliner who, with his passengers
and crew, reported seeing a forma-
tion of UFOs over the Atlantic,

The most unusual visitor was 11-

ear-old Siephen Darbishire from

he Lake District, who had taken
photographs of a ‘saucer-shaped’
object hovering over the slopes of
Coniston Old Man in 1954. ~

In both these instances, it was the
equerry who sent out invitations to
Buckingham Palace. There can be
no doubt, however, that he was
encouraged to do so by the Duke of
Edinburgh and that his reports
detailing these sightings are still
preserved in the royai archives.

Horsley -says he invited UFO wit-

nesses to the Palace partly to ‘put

them on the spot’ and test their
honesty in the presence of royalty
— a ploy that may indeed have
been as effective as any fruth
serum in those deferential times.
One of Sir Peter’s strangest con-
taets was a mysterious General
Martin, who believed UFOs were
visitors from an alien civilisation
which wanted to warn us of the
dangers posed by atomic war.

Martin arranged for Sir Peter to

Daily Mail, Thursday, April 25; 2002
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meet an equally enigmatic woman
named Mrs Markham at a flat in
Chelsea. Arriving from Bucking-
ham Palace one night in 1955, he
was ushered into a second-floor
drawing-room on Smith Street
occupied by a man referred to only
as ‘Mr Janus’.

Janus asked Sir Peter to tell him |

everything he knew about UFOs.
Sir Peter asked what was his inter-
est in the subject. The answer was
simple: ‘I would like to meet the
Duke of Edinburgh.’

Sir Peter and Mr Janus pro-
ceeded to discuss a variety of eso-
teric subjects, including how the
flying saucers were trying to save
the Earth, and the perils which
faced mankind as a result of tech-
nological progress.

He recalled that althou%h
Mr Janus never claimed to
be from another planet, he
gave the impression that
he was visiting Earth as

the meeting, the equerry
was given the strange
impression that his

read via telepathy.
Horsley was acutely
aware of his responsi-
bility to report any evi-

F the Royal Family to the
security services. How-
ever, he was sufficiently
swayed by Mr Janus's
otherworldly presence
¥ not to take this seem-
ingly obvious step.
Instead, he handed his
report to another UFO
enthusiast at the Palace,
‘Boy’ Browning, a renowned
soldier who had led the air-
T borne forces at Arnhem and
#¥ was now Controller of the
¥ Royal Household.
- Browvming, along with the retired
RAF chief Lord Dowding, was one
of a number of war veterans con-

vinced that UFQOs were a reality.

They believed that the saucer
occupants were peace-loving and
fiercely opposed the idea that the

- girforce should attempt to shoot

them down.

In Dowding’s words: ‘We should
be guilty of criminal folly if we were
{0 do anything to hinder a contact
which may well bring untold bless-
ings to a distraught hamanity.’

ATURALLY, ‘Boy’ Brown-
ing wished o arrange his
own personal audience
with Mr Janus. But the
already surreal story took a
further step into the twilight zone.
For when Sir Peter tried.to con-
tact Mrs Markham, he found she
had vanished and his ofher con-
tact, General Martin, ‘suddenly
became distant and evasive’.
Puzzled, Sir Peter retraced his
steps to the Smith Street address
where he had met Mr Janus — and

found it empty. Neighhours said its

occupant had Jeft in a hwry’.

Had he been the victim of an
elaborate hoax designed to
ensnare the Royals? Sir Peter
remained convinced that he might
actually have made contact with a
visitor from another world.

On one level, this and other
accounts of royal and aristocratic
involvement with the early develop-
ment of the flying saucer myth may
e read as just celebrity gossip.

But the influence of the British
Establishment upon the formation
of public opinion during the Pifties

was immense, and should not be

underestimated.

Rightly or wrongly, their endorse- v

ment put the stamp of authority on
UFO sightings and beliefin visitors
from space.

W EXTRACTED from Out Of The

Shadows by Dr David Clarke and
And% Roberts, to be published by
Piatkus Books on May 9 at £17.99.
Copyright © 2002, Dr David Clarke
and Andy Roberis. To order a copy
Jor £15.99 (op&p free), please call
01476 541-001 .
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" including the belief that ‘in

OR the past 50 years,
there have been spo- .
radic claims of UFOs —
‘flying saucers’ — trans- -
porting alien visitors to

Earth.

Some of these aliens are claimed to
have come to a bad end, such as in
Roswell in the U.S. where their
dummy-like corpses were allegedly
photographed. On the other hand,
people have sometimes claimed to

have been abducted by aliens.

In the 1990s, their favoured ‘visiting
card’ was a pattern of ‘erop circles’ in
cornfields — mainly in southern
England. But scepticism is now in the
ascendant. Even former believers say
that UFO sightings have become
rarer, and now Fortean Times, the
journal of the unexplained, has

declared ‘ufology’ dead.

It appears that the aliens have seen
as much of humans as they want and

have decided to leave us alone.

I don’t believe in alien visitations
any more than I believe in ghosts.
Along with most scientists who have
studied these reports, I'm utterly
unconvinced by them. Extraordinary
claims need to be supported by
extraordinary evidence — and the

evidence is flimsy in every case..

If aliens really had the brainpower
and technology to reach the Earth,
would they merely despoil a few corn-
fields? Or would they content them-
selves with briefly abducting a few

well-known cranks?

Their manifestations are as banal
and unconvincing as the messages

from the dead that used to be
reported in the heyday of spiritu-
alism 100 years ago.

We should, perhaps, be thankful
to be left alone. An alien invasion
might have the same devastating
effect on humanity as the white
man had on. North American
Indians and some.islands of the
South Pacific. The film Indepen-

...dence Day may be a truer depic-
tion than E.T.

But I'm open-minded about the
existence of aliens, even though I
don’t believe we’ve found them
yet. Most scientists would, I
suspect, be amazed if life were
unique to our Earth.

How life began, and whether it
exists elsewhere, remains one of
the most fascinating questions in
the whole of science — indeed,

you don’t need to be a scientist -

to wonder about this.
But we still don’t know the
answer. X
The question ‘Are we alone in

the universe?’ has fascinated )

people for centuries.

ORE than 400 years
ago, Giordano Bruno,
an Italian monk, was
burnt at the stake for
various heresies,

space, there are numberless
earths circling round other suns’
and that some of them har-
boured creatures that were ‘fully
the equal of those on our human
Earth’.
In the 18th century, many
believed that the Moon and even
the Sun were inhabited. In the
late 19th century, the science fic-
tion of Jules Verne and H.G. Wells

further popularised the idea of

alien life.

Percival Lowell, a wealthy
American, built his own observa-
tory in Flagstaff, Arizona, primar-
ily to study Mars. He believed
that its ace was criss-crossed
by ‘canals’, dug by an advanced

civilisation to channel water from

- the frozen polar caps to the

‘deserts’ near the Red Planet’s
Equator.

Then in 1900, a French founda-
tion offered the Guzman Prize of
100,000 francs for the first
contact with an extra-terrestrial
species; but prudence led them
to exclude Mars — detecting
Martians was thought to be too
easy! ‘

In the 1930s, an American radio

by

As UF0 watchers des

o i Sir Martin Rees

dramatisation of Wells’s War Of
The Worlds was so compellin
that many, in panic, thought i
was a news flash and that a real
Martian invasion had begun.
We're less onﬁannmﬂn. about
Mars than our forbears were 100

- years ago, since there is certainly

nothing on Mars like the
‘Martians’ of popular fiction.
But it would be important to
discover life there, even if it were
only primitive ‘bugs’.
So long as we know about life

‘only on our own planet, we

can’t rule out the possibility
that it was caused by a chain of
accidents so improbable that
nothing remotely like it could
have happened anywhere else

.In the universe. But if life did -

exist on Mars as well, it couldn’t
be a fluke.

During the coming years, an
armada of space probes is being
launched toward the Red Planet
to analyse its surface, to fly over
it, and (in later missions) to
return samples to Earth,

Life could also exist in the ice-
covered oceans of Jupiter’s
frozen moon, Europa, and there
are plans to land a submersible
Wuova that could explore

eneath the ice.

Indeed, if life had emerged
twice within our Solar System —
an issue which could be settled
in less than 20 years — this
would suggest that the entire
Galaxy would be teeming with
life, at least in simple forms.

But our Sun is just one star

among billions. And in the vast-
ness of space far beyond our own
Solar System we can rule out
nothing.

Astronomers have discovered
that the Italian monk Gordiano

Bruno was right in one respect:

other stars do have their own
retinue of planets circling
around them, just as the Earth,
Mars and Jupiter circle around
our own star, the Sun.

But was Bruno also right in his
second conjecture that some of
these planets, orbiting other

- ASTRONOMER ROYAL

stars, harbour life-forms far
more interesting and exotic
than anything we might find on
Mars? Could they even be
inhabited by beings we could
recognise as intelligent?

If intelligent aliens were
common, shouldn’t they have
visited us already?

Some astronomers cite the
lack of absolutely certain UFO
detections as evidence that
aliens are rare.

They note that some stars are
billions of years older than our
Sun, and point out that if life
were common, its emergence
should have had a ‘head start’
on their planets.

So why shouldn’t they have got
here first, and why aren’t their
artefacts staring us in the face?

However, the fact that we
haven’t been visited doesn’t, in
my view, imply that aliens don’t
exist. It would be far harder to
traverse the mind-boggling
distances of interstellar space
than to transmit a signal.

HAT’S perhaps how
aliens would reveal
themselves first. (Aliens
equipped with large
radio antennae could in
any case pick up the combined
output of all our TV transmit-
ters — if they could decode
them, it’s hard to think what
they might conclude about
‘intelligent’ life on Earth.) .
Searches for extraterrestrial
intelligence (SETI) are being
spearheaded by scientists at the
SETI Institute in Mountain
View, California, and are
bankrolled by Paul Allen, the
Microsoft billionaire, and by
other private benefactors.
Using various large radio tele-
scopes, they have concentrated
on searches for radio transmis-
sions that could be artificial in
origin. But radio is not the only
conceivable channel: narrowly-
beamed lasers could span inter-

pair of spotting ™
flying saucers, the Astronomer Royal
still believes alien life could exist

stellar distances with a modest
power consumption.

We already have the technology,
if we so wish, to proclaim our

-presence many light years away

by either of these methods.

The nearest potential sites are
so far away that signals would
take many years in transit. For
this reason alone, transmission

would be primarily one-way — -

there would be time to send a
measured response, but no
scope for quick repartee!

Short stretches of data from the
SETI searches have been down-
loaded by three million people to
use as screen savers on their
home computers — each hoping
to be the first to detect ET. '

I wouldn’t hold my breath for
success. Even if these searches
fail, that doesn’t mean that we

.are alone. The brains and senses

of the aliens may be so different
from ours that we couldn’t recog-
nise any patterns in their signals.
Or they may not be transmitting
at all.
Super-intelligent  dolphins
could be enjoying a contempla-
tive life on some other water-
covered planet without our even
knowing. There may be a lot
more life out there than we could
ever detect — absence.of evi-
dence isn’t evidence of absence.
But I'm enthusiastic about
these searches, because of the
import of any manifestly artificial
signal. Even if we couldn’t make
much sense of it, we’d have
learnt that ‘intelligence’ wasn’t
unique and had emerged else-
where. .
Our cosmos would seem far
more interesting; we would look
at a distant star with renewed
interest if we knew it was
another Sun, shining on a world

as intricate and complex as our.

own.

We have no idea what intelli-
gent aliens would look like — in
any case, their appearances
would depend on the habitat of
their ‘home planet’.

They could be balloon-like
creatures floating in dense
m«SOm%anmmh they could be the
size of insects on a big planet
where gravity pulled strongly. Or

they may be freely floating in

space.

They could even, as some
science fiction reminds us, be
super-intelligent computers,

created by a race of alien beings
that had died out millions of
years ago.

If we ever established contact
with aliens, what could we
discuss with them? This is the
theme of my new book, and. 1

think we’d belong to the same -

universe of stars and planets, all
made of similar-atoms and
governed by universal laws. ;

We’d all trace our origins back
to a single ‘genesis event’ — the
so-called ‘big bang’, which hap-
pened about 12 billion years ago.

It would in some ways be
disappointing if searches for alien
intelligence were doomed to fail.
We might then feel alone in a
vast, uncaring cosmos. On the
other hand, it would boost our
‘cosmic’ self-esteem.

If our Earth were a unique
abode of intelligence, a unique
spark of life in the cosmos, then
— tiny though it is on a cosmic
scale — we could view it in a less
humble perspective than it would
merit if the cosmos already
teemed with complex life. ot

Moreover, astronomy teaches’
us something else: the time lying
ahead is even longer than the
13 billion years that has elapsed
since our universe began. -

E might think we are
the culmination of
evolution. But we
may not be, any more
than the first fish-like
brute was that crawled on to dry
land about 200 million years ago.

We may be still near the begin-
ning of an evolution that takes
our remote descendants far
beyond the Earth, spreading life
through the Galaxy.

So, if we turned out to be alone
in the cosmos, we’d have even
stronger motives to cherish this
‘pale blue dot’ in the Universe on
which we live and not foreclose
life’s future — a future that could
be even longer than the timeéspan
over which simple life has evolved:
into humans. =~ - i

The entire cosmos, not just the
Earth, could be our eventual
habitat. s o
B Sir Martin Rees’s book on alien
life, Our Cosmic Habitat, was
recently published by Weidenfeld
and Nicolson. :
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MULDER and Scully may have to
look for new jobs — the existence of
UFOs has been officially objectsin earnest following the 1947
dismissed as pure fantasy by the bible Roswell incident, when aliens
of the extraterrestrial. allegedly crashed in New Mexico.

A decline in sightings, which have The incident triggered numerous
inspired countless films and TV series conspiracy theories and many believe
such as The X-Files, has led paranor-  the US government tried to cover up
mal journal Fortean Times to declare  the existence of extra-terrestrials.
the science of ufology dead. Aliens were held responsible for the

The world’s oldest UFO society, the  disappearance of ships and aircraft
British Flying Saucer Bureau, has which mysteriously vanished in the
also'suspended its-activities after 50 so-called Bermuda Triangle.
years owing to lack of evidence, _._But Fortean Times editor Bob

Experts and amateur enthusiasts " Rickard, who.hosted the magazine’s
_began researching unidentified flying  annual ufology-convention in London

ERS
UFO sightings date back to ancient times. Otd ;
tament prophet Ezekiel described a flying object and
In ancient Egypt, PHaraoh Thiitmose lil 'saw a circle of
e descend from the sky

-

BY DANIELLE WRATE

at the weekend, said: ‘UFOs driven
by real aliens don’t appear to exist.
Over the past decade, there has been
a slump in sightings.

‘We had hoped advances in tech-
nology and the wider use of cam-
corders would lead to more concrete
evidence of alien life but that just
hasn’t happened.

“The Star Trek idea of being visited
by aliens just isn’t going to happen.’

Thousands of people throughout the
world have reported si ghtings and
scores of blurry images have been
captured on film.

Former US President Jimmy Carter

W In 1947, US newspaper reporter Bil

Becquette coined the term
Later that year, a UFO was said to have
crash-landed in New Mexico in what

became known as the Roswel ncident

often saw unidentified

balls of light. They

gave them the name
-.. Foo Fighters

London .anV\

it will be a pretty murky start but the

-] cloud will break during the moming to
“leave plenty of sunshine again. There will

still be a chilly north-easterly breeze.

High 12-14°C (54-57°F).

South-East
Today

A duil start to the day for
most areas. However, the
cloud will break through

Be prepared whatever the weather.

ng saucer"'.

claims to have spotted a UFO when
he was governor of Georgia in 1969 —
and even filed an official report.
More recently, alien craft were
blamed for the appearance of crop
circles in cornfields across the UK.
But, according to Mr Rickard, all
the evidence points to overactive
minds rather than cold facts.
‘Reports of alien abductions and
encounters spring from an entirely
different phenomenon. They are in
people’s minds,” he said. “The image
of UFOs is so much a part of modemn

day culture that sightings are no

longer innocent or spontaneous.’
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Bombshell ends-

soccer match

A TEAM of football losers were
minutes from their first victory, in

abandoned - because of an
unexploded World War II bomb.
Edinburgh Asians FC were 2-0 up
with 20 minutes to go in a match

bottom of their league.

32, said: ‘It was unbelievable. We
have been playing for a couple of
years now and have never won.
‘When the police showed up, we
thought people in the houses round
about had complained about bad
language or something.
abandoned.’

out a controlled explosion of the

his shed in Roseburn, Edinburgh.

Police linked RAF
i 98 Cumming ¢, the

dud, says Ewan
EWAN McGREGOR has admitted
what audiences and critics knew all
“along about Star Wars Episode I: The
Phantom Menace — it was a dud.
The Scottish actor, who played the
young Obi Wan Kenobi in the first
‘prequel” of the space saga, said he
thought it ‘disappointing’ and ‘flat’
— despite the fact it became the third
most successful movie of all time.
It is the first time the 31-year-old has
publicly criticised the film, which
did not impress dedicated followers
of the series. However, McGregor
said the next instalment, to be
previewed next month, is much
better. He added: ‘I think there’s
much more humour and there’s much
more colour in Episode II: Attack Of
The Clones. It’s more reminiscent of
the original three Star Wars films
than Episode I was.’

forecasts to your Orange phone, call 277

Europe Today (Max)

two years when the game had to be

which could have lifted them off the
Manager and right-back Jim Chaudry,

thought it was some sort of joke. We

“Then the ref told us the game was
Army bomb disposal experts carried

shell, found by a homeowner under

Star Wars was a

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/2047/1

.DAS-LA-Ops+PoI1
\

To: D News Proj | | 3 ,
Subject: Press Information

.

Further to our conversation last week about the Flying Saucer Working Party, please find attached details supplied
by DIS which they are happy to release to the TV company. As discussed even though we are the focal point for
correspondence and enquires about 'UFQs' the FSWP was part of the Defence Intelligence organisation so it was
important that we consuited them. The report referred to at the end of para 2 is the one which | gave you a copy of.

As far as DI are aware papers relating to the FSWP are open for viewing at the Public Record Office and there are
no other records retained in DIS.

I would be grateful if you could inform me when this programme is going to be broadcast if you are told.

W ]

Flying Saucer Working

Party - ..,

DAS-LA-Ops+Pol{
6/73MT _ﬂ
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.' DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

To: D! ISEC SEC4
Subject: RE: FLYING SAUCER WORKING PARTY

----- Original Message-----

From: DI ISEC SEC4

Sent: 22 February 2002 16:30

To: DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

Cc: AD DI 55

Subject; FLYING SAUCER WORKING PARTY

Importance: High

Dea
<< File: study - summary - for release.doc >>

| attach an updated version of the summary which describes the DIS involvement in UAPs, including the Flying
Saucer Working Party. We are happy for this to be released to the TV company. As far as we are aware, there
are no other records relating to the FSWP in the DIS and nobody here has anything more to add!

5e pass to ”hanks
ec 4

I
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UNEXPLAINED AERIAL PHENOMENA (UAP)

Since the 1950s, reports of unidentified aerial phenomena from within UK airspace
alone number thousands. These report objects which were not identifiable at the
time of observation. UAPs have increased since the 1950s in line with the beginning
of manned flight, the advent of outdoor laser displays, space flight, weather balloons,
and so on. It has been recent MOD practice to refer to such phenomena, in the
absence of rational explanation, as Unexplained Aerial Phenomena (UAP). MOD
interest in UAP is only necessary as an assurance that any such object is not a
threat to UK airspace or assets.

In August 1950 a Working Party was set up (at the suggestion of Sir Henry Tizard)
who thought “flying saucers should be investigated”. Records show that the 11"
meeting of the Joint Technical Intelligence Committee (Ref. DSHIJTIC(51) Item 8
(1951)) received the Chairman's Report of the “Flying Saucer Working Party”. The
Committee decided that “the document should be regarded as the final report and, in
view of the conclusions the Working Party should be dissolved”. The Chairman

(Mr. G. L. Turney DS13) went on to say that, “following the lead given by the
Americans on this subject, the report should have as little publicity as possible and
outside circulation should be confined to one copy, for Sir Henry Tizard”. The report
has been released to the PRO. The UK was happy to allow the US studies to answer
any outstanding questions.

The United States Air Force had started to take an official interest in 1948 with
PROJECT SIGN, later changed to PROJECT GRUDGE and then to PROJECT
BLUE BOOK. Such was the concern in the US that by 1952 the CIA instigated a
covert study group to investigate the “10% of incredible reports from credible
witnesses”. In fact over 10,000 reports, spanning 19 years, were processed by 1965
(of which it was reported that only about 7% were unexplained). The covertness of
this investigation subsequently contributed greatly to charges of a government

‘cover-up’.

In 1952-3 the US set up the Robertson Panel (Intelligence Scientific Advisory Panel).
Meanwhile, the possibility of the USSR using a UFO scare as a means of jamming
communication channels, while simultaneously attacking the West was considered a
serious possibility by the US — even though the investigation team had dismissed
sightings of ‘UFOs’ as ‘explainable’. In 1953, USAF began a more detailed collection
of sighting information which, according to US Government statements, ceased in
1958 with no proof of extra-terrestrial origin.

The topic would not go away, however, and by 1966 the USA’s CONDON Report
had studied and reported on 59 events in detail. The report concluded “While we do
not think, at present, anything worthwhile is likely to come out of research [into
UFOs] each individual case should be considered on its merits. No (separate) US
Agency is required - but this may not be the case for all time”. The UK took no part
in this USAF study, and there is no record of the Air Ministry requesting or receiving

this report.
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EE  ———— . . ]

In the 1950s, the Air Ministry, produced a ‘minimum format’, a one page, ‘UFO’
reporting procedure for both public and military reporting of the phenomena. Reports
of sightings from either military or civilian sources were sent to Defence Intelligence
Staff (DIS) from the Air Staff in case they contained any information which was of
value in DIS’s task of analysing the performance and threat of foreign weapons
systems, nuclear, chemical and biological weapons programmes and technologies
and emerging technologies. However, none of the reports received over a period of
30 years have yielded any valuable information whatsoever. DIS therefore decided

in December 2000, not to receive these reports any longer.
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 though most of the action was confined to my

side in the darkness, without making a sound. I
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uy Fawkes'Night wasn't a big deal for
me at the age of 18.As [ ambled home
from work on November 5,1976,1 was
probably looking forward to a pub crawl
with my friends rather than a few damp
squibs in the garden with my parents.
More likely, I suspect my mind was
virtually a blank, the kind of meditative
state that often precedes a ghostly
experience or a religious vision. I
certainly wouldn't have been thinking about work: I
was a trainee computer programmer at Crawley
Borough Council, a jobT'was happy to abandon at -
5.20pm every evening — or 4.25 pm,weirdly,on
Fridays like this — for my 10-minute stroll home..
Ajovial careers adviser had suggested the job—
based, I thought then, on.an mspired reading of the
unique potential displayed by my O-levels in.
English, Latin, French, maths and art. All too late,I
now realise he saw me as an archetypal nerd,a
misshapen peg for a slightly off-square hole. I had
rampaging acne, long hair spilling dandruff down.
my slouching shoulders, an addiction to prog-rock
records and pints of lager-and-blackcurrant. I was -
one of those irritating fools who memorise whole
Monty Python sketches. Girlfriends were
something other people had. In my spare time, I
laboured over a shapeless novel about a sinister
lobster recipe that was taking over the world, -

home town of Crawley, West Sussex. T was 2 Hobbit
in all but name. What other choice of employment
could anyone have suggested?

ButasT turned the corner into my home:
territory of Buckmans Road in the district of
‘West Green, destiny was about to-deal me a new
role. A mission. A pointer for the future that [ had
consistently failed to visualise for myself.

It was floating above the rooftops of my road —an
assemblage of mysterious lights. Iedidn't seemto be
travelling in a linear way but wobbling from side to

roswell
U.F.O.

stopped and watched it, dumbfounded. Then
remembered it was Guy Fawkes Night. Oh, its.a
rocket, [ remember thinking. Or an Air Bomb. Or
some other firework that goes up in theair. But
when the lights continued to wink and hover for
several minutes, I discounted that theory. -

No, this was an unidentified flying object,,
possibly a spacecraft piloted by aliens. People see
them all the time; it’s just that it hadn't happened to
me before. I was excited beyond intelligent thought,
I'was trembling so much, I almost shook myself out
of my tank top and oxford bags.

There was fear in the excitement, because I'was . - _ o : . . !
dealing with the unknown. Who’s to say, I Ly i T P I s N e il vy
remember thinking, that this isn't the start of a full- < A e e Sl el s UL e, il
scale invasion? It could be The War of the Worlds R E R N ST L S
or,at best, The Day the Earth Stood Still. People BT L L S B S Tony Barrell
could be massacred; the whole planet could be s . 7 ) o
destroyed in a flash. It was the kind of day when o Sy
anything could have happened —indeed, I have _ .
since discovered that on this very same day,a former . A T o am e g C R L e
member of the band Steps was born. e R P T e i LT T

I hurried home and gibbered to my mother that ) ’
there was a UFO outside, just down the road. I was
disappointed that she wasn't that bothered: instead o
ofrushingoutsidetoseeitforherself,shesuggested Ta my BT epe g LT L Y A R T
I call nearby Gatwick Airport to see if they had S R Sl Viidte Sl e st LA BT B
spotted anything on their radar. So I checked the S T R B S e T
telephone directory, picked up the receiver H> . T A N I S PR T
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on our green Trimphone and dialled. “Why do you

soung man?” an urbane aviation official asked
me. “What have you seen?” [ could almost hear his
regulation RAF moustache twitching.

“A UFQ; I replied, helpfully.

“Well, we haven't picked up anything
unidentified here. Are you sure?”

“I think so””

“Don't worry, young man, we’ll keep a lookout”

“Oh. Okay. Thanks.”

When I'went back outside to check on the
progress of the object, it had gone. For some reason,
my dear old mum thought it would be a good idea
to getin touch with the local paper, the Crawley
Observer. Possibly for the same reason, L agreed,
without considering the consequences. A friendly
reporter chap sounded mildly interested and said
someone might get back to me. He didn't say, “if we
don't have any better news this week”, but that's
what the cynical, grown-up part of me hears now
when I recall the conversation.

There was a call for me at the office the following
week. Was | the youngster who'd seen the flying
saucer? Yes, I said, if that’s what it was. In the cold
light of day, I was on the point of disowning the
experience and starting to clutch at rational
explanations. I also wished that I hadn't phoned the
paper. I gave a half-hearted and not terribly
articulate interview, mumbling into the receiver lest
my story be heard by my work colleagues, many of
whom held diplomas in the art of mickey-taking.

The reporter asked if a photographer could call
and take a picture.“No,’I said,“the UFO% not there
any more. It disappeared after several minutes’ No, a
picture of me, the local hack patiently explained.
“Oh, okay then,”I must have said, because a snapper
duly turned up on the doorstep one evening. Asa
Sunday Times writer I have had the pleasure of
working with some fine photographers since, but
this guy had an imagination like no other.“Could
you pick up something round?” he asked. “Like a
saucer? And look at it?" The nearest such object was
a cheap ashtray with a photograph of Blackpool
Tower in its centre,a souvenir from a distant holiday:.
Theld it up and smiled, and the flash went off.

“That UFO was no firework,” trumpeted the
Observer, above the picture of me and the ashtray.
The anonymous reporter had had some easy fun
with the story:“Air traffic control at Gatwick
missed the scoop of a lifetime on Friday, when a
UFO hovered over West Green..” My age was
omitted, giving me an enigmatic village-idiot
quality. Friends and co-workers went through the
whole pantomime of ridicule, the most repeated jest
being that I must have “had a few”’ (I still have a
problem with this cliché that alcohol is a potent
hallucinogenic. When was the last time you “saw
things” after having one beer too many?) One of my
mother’ female office colleagues looked at my
photo and commented that I was a“nice-looking
lad”, blithely ignoring the terrible threat of alien
invasion implicit in the story.

The sighting “has certainly increased my interest
in these things”, I had told my interviewer.“Now [
would like to find out more about it True to my
word, for months afterwards I read every trashy
paperback about UFOs and aliens I could get my
hands on.The more I read, the more I was prepared
to believe that not only were we just one of a
myriad of intelligent races in the universe, but also
that Stonehenge, the Egyptian pyramids and, in all

© oswell
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probability, the Hanger Lane gyratory system had
been built by extra-terrestrial visitors. The movie
Close Encounters of the Third Kind came outin
1977,and I gorged on that as well.

But like many adolescent enthusiasms, my
obsession inevitably waned. [ put away childish
things, grew up, switched my career to journalism,
and eventually joined The Sunday Times. In 1997,
the editor of this magazine, unaware of my former
life, spontaneously decided I was just the person to
fly to Roswell, New Mexico, to cover the 50th
anniversary of the legendary UFO crash there.

Roswell was the assignment [ was born for.I had

already done half of the research, unwittingly, in my
teens. The town was packed with nutters in alien
suits,and earnest ufologists arguing the toss about
spaceships and weather balloons,and I could never
go far without meeting someone who wanted to
discuss how alien technology was secretly used by
modern stealth bombers, or who needed to offload
their own stories of alien abduction. Some of these
tales made The X Files look like Bob the Builder.
And not only did I get to interview the celebrity
abductee Whitley Strieber, author of Communion,
but we had an enjoyable if abstruse argument about
time travel after he suggested that the Roswell craft
had come from the far future of our own world.

This was also my first visit to America. Imagine
that —your first impression of the good o’ US of A
isn't Manhattan, Disneyland or the Golden Gate
Bridge but a southern hick town in the desert,
with pictures of black-eyed “greys” gazing out from
most of the shop windows.

Subsequent assignments have seen me hunting
for ghosts at the site of the Battle of Gettysburg,
attending pagan rituals in Britain, hanging out with
Monster Raving Loonies,and joining an alien-
loving religious group for nude meditation in
Canada, Why, people frequently ask me, do [ fixate

© Crown Copyright

on the unusual, the offbeat, the unexplaine
paranormal? Let me lie on this couch awhi’
tell you. Well, maybe it makes me feel like a
again. There is also the possibility that the v
experience of November 5, 1976 ~ the sigh
the humiliation that followed it — intensifie
ability to empathise with people whom ma
others would dismiss as crackpots. 've beer
bought the T-shirt: I know what it’s like to ¢
to unusual beliefs and to suffer mockery for
I'm sure that some of the more out-ther
ufologists I've met would have another hyp:
that the craft [ saw landed in my street and |
abducted by the aliens on board, that they
programmed me with a mission to enlighte
world about all kinds of weird and wacky st |
and then erased my memory. Perhaps I shot '
my head examined: it may contain an elabo:
implant fashioned from an otherworldly m
But [ really don't think so. You see, althot
experience was a defining moment, even pe
passport to an unusual career, I have grave d
about its authenticity. I have tried over and ¢
again to replay that memory, clean it up, bri
to something approaching DVD quality, so
determine exactly what I saw. I've tried to re
those moments through meditation,and I'v
back there in dreams. I can’t make myself 18
even with a lengthy series of hormone injec
it's a tough one. But what follows is the best
Itis already quite dark. The air is heavy w
smoke from early bonfires and fireworks. I ¢
them popping and fizzing at regular interva’
attention is attracted by lights in the sky,abc
rooftops. There is at least one red light, at lea
white light,and they are glowing and winkis
eerily. The lights aren’t self~contained dots,
in the air, If whatever is responsible for the li
making a noise, I can't hear it over the sound
the bangers and rockets and roman candles.
may explain why I told the local paper that t
object was hovering “absolutely silently”) C
my neighbours is standing outside one of th
houses nearby, but I car’t bring myself to spe
him or her; my memory doesrt make it enti

clear who they are or what sex they are. My .

reluctance to speak to this neighbour may b
on uncertainty as well as shock: I don’t want
share this experience until I have established
itreally is an experience.I am also very shy.)

I continue to watch the object for a few
It doesn't seem to be moving away from me «
towards me, but hovering and wobbling fron
side. It is at this point that I realise — or rather
believe — that I am seeing something very spi
begin to worry about alien landings. It has be
tough week at work, I hate programming
computers and I need a break. Yippee, this is
and my life will never be the same again.

As special-effects designers know, ordinar

can appear extraordinary when they are filter

through smoke. And, as good UFO investiga
aware, everyday objects may appear alien whe

are viewed from unusual angles, and their tra
may not be perceived correctly. If a flying ma .
were travelling away from me, it might seem: -

static or wobbling from side to side.

The answer is so obvious. But I think I'vel

denial for a long time, because I so wanted th
experience to be truly supernatural. Reader,’
really sorry. I think it was an acroplane
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21:0ctober 2001 The Observer’

" | SECRETARY OF §
LORD: GHURCHILL -

wWhat, does’ allithis stuff
about, flying saucers. afount
to? What cafi’it mean? what
is t_:l.me ‘£ruth? Let me-have :
a repb:rtv at ‘your 4
. vehience -

by Paul-Harris

SCIENTISTS and generals
drew up a top secret report on
Unidentified Flying Objects
. and then decided to cover up
a wave of rumours and sight-
ings that swept Britain in the
19508, The Observer canreveal.

The existence. of the UFO
report, written in 1951 and
later used to brief Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill, was
denied by the Ministry of
Defence for almost 50 years.

\

. But the six-page document

has recently been unearthed
by UFO historians Andy
Roberts and David Clarke as
they researched a book on
UFQs and the Cold War, The
report has been a‘holy grail’
of British ‘ufology’ and details
the conclusions of a shadowy
panel called the Working
Party on Flying Saucers. This
group was the idea of Sir
Henry . Tizard, one of
Churchill’s most trusted sci-

entific advisers during World

War -1I and. a key figure
behind the development of
ragdar.

But anyone looking for an
elusive ‘X-file* that confirms
the existence of aliens will be
disappointed. The repert con-
cludes that all sightings were
explainable by natural
events; such as the weather
or meteors, or were of normal
aircraft, . >

But it does speak volumes
about the scale of paranoia in
Britain at the start of the Cold

War. From 1950 onwards,
hundreds of UFQ sightings
were reported across Britain
and wereregular front page
news, Leading public figures,

including Lord Louis Mount-

batten, came out with their
belief that ¥arth was being
visited by aliens.

The phenomenon terrified

the top brass on both sides of

the Atlantic. Generals were
worried that reports of flying
saucers could be used by the
Soviet Union to disguise an

© Crown Copyright

earthly attack or that the
sightings were giving the
Russians a clue that Britain’s
radar network was faulty and
easy to penetrate — which was
actually true but unknown
within the Soviet bloc.

* *This was a time of great
paranoia and fear. The Gov-
ernment took a decision to
throw a blanket over the UFO
scare and say as little as pos-
sible about it,” said Clarke.

‘There certainly was a

- cover-up,.but what was being

covered ﬁplwas Cold War

paranoia and our fears over .

our radart system. It was noth-
ing to do with aliens.’
Despite the official silence,
the UFQO scares did not die
down. In 1952 Churchill fired
off a memo to his advisers in

‘the wake of fresh UFQ sight-
ings in the United States. .

‘What does all this stuff about
flying saucers amount to?
What can it mean? What is
the truth?’ Churchili wrote.

- Tizard’s report was then

~unlikely

used td. brief the Prime Minjs-
ter on the perceived lack of

“real threat from. UFOs it

August of that year. A few
months later an order went
out expressly hanning all
RAF personnel from dis-

cussing sightings with any-

one not from the military.

In trying to underplay the
sightings, Britain was follow-
ing the lead of the United
States, which had conducted

" several studies into its own

UFO -sightings ‘and also
adopted -a policy of official
secrecy. When the British
report was presented, a top
CIA scientist travelled over to
the meeting to make sure the
conclusions of America’s

4 closest ally fitted in.-

- Even today, the report is
to - dispel the

‘| convictions of thousands of
British UFO-believers, despite
a collapse in the number of

sightings and the closure ear-
lier this year of the British
Flying Saucsr. Burean
‘Believers will say that this
report is fake or a decoy and
that the Government is still
hiding something, You can-
not win,’ said Roberts.

The explanation Roberts

. and Clarke offer for UFQOs is

more prosaic than the con-
spiracy theories of secret
alien contact. It lies in mass
hysteria. They believe 'the
true importance of the UFO
phenomenon lies in the fact
that it was an urban myth
that gained enough public
power to panic the highest
echelons of British govern-
ment—all the way to Winston
Churchill. :

paul harris@observer.co.uk

H

www.flyingsaucery.com
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by Paul Harris

SCIENTISTS and generals
dre.w up a top secret report on
Unidentified Flying Objects
and then decided to cover up
awave of rumours and sight-
Ings that swept Britain in the
1950s, The Observer can revea]

_ The existence of the UFd
report, written in 1951 and
_]ater used to brief Prime Min-
1ste1_‘ Winston Churchill, was
denied by the Ministry of
Defence for almost 50 years.

But the six-page document
has recently been unearthed
by UFQO historians Andy
Roberts and David Clarke as
they researched a book on
UFOs and the Cold War. The
report has been a ‘holy grail’
of British ‘ufology’ and details
the conclusions of a shadowy
panel called the Working
Party on Flying Saucers. This
group was the idea of Sir
Henry Tizard, one of
Churchill’s most trusted sci-
entific advisers during World

War II and a key figure
behind the development of
radar.

But anyone looking for an
elusive ‘X-file’ that confirms
the existence of aliens will be
disappointed. The report con-
cludes that all sightings were
explainable by natural
events, such as the weather
or meteors, or were of normal
aircraft.

But it does speak volumes
about the scale of paranoia in
Britain at the start of the Cold

War. From 195¢ onwards,
hundreds of UFO sightings
were reported across Britain
and were regular front page
news. Leading pubtic figures,
including Lord Louis Mount-
batten, came oul with their
belief that Earth was being
visited by aliens.

The phenomenon terrified
the top brass on both sides of
the Atlantic. Generals were
worried that reports of flying
saucers could be used by the
Soviet Union to disguise an
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2arthly attack or that the
sightings were giving the
Russians a clue that Britain’s
radar network was faulty and
easy to penetrate - which was
actuaily true but unknown
within the Soviet bloc.

‘This was a time of great
paranoia and fear. The Gov-
ernment took a decision to
throw a blanket over the UFO
scare and say as little as pos-
sible about it,” said Clarke.

‘There certainly was a
cover-up, but what was being

covered up was Cold War
paranoia and our fears over
our radar system. It was noth-
ing to do with aliens.’

Despite the official silence,
the UFO scares did not die
down. In 1952 Churchill fired
off a memo to his advisers in
the wake of fresh UFO sight-
ings in the United States.
‘What does all this stuff about
flying saucers amount to?
What can it mean? What is
the truth? Churchill wrote.

Tizard’s report was th
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used to brief the Prime Mints-
ter on the perceived lack of
real threat from UFOs in
August of that year. A few
months later an order went
out expressly banning all
RAF personnel from dis-
cussing sightings with any-
one not from the military.

In trying to underplay the
sightings, Britain was follow-
ing the lead of the United
States, which had conducted
several studies into its own
UFO sightings and also
adopted a policy of official
secrecy. When the British
report was presented, a top
CIA scientist travelled over to
the meeting to make sure the
conclusions of America’s
closest ally fitted in.

Even today, the report is
unlikely to dispel the

convictions of thousands of
British UFO-believers, despite
a collapse in the number of

© Crown Copyright
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How Churchill chased
saucers

sightings and the closure ear-
lier this year of the British
Flying Saucer Bureau.
‘Believers will say that this
report is fake or a decoy and
that the Government is still
hiding something. You can-
not win,” said Roberts.

The explanation Roberts
and Clarke offer for UFOs is
more prosaic than the con-
spiracy theories of secret
alien contact. It lies in mass
hysteria. They believe the
true importance of the UFO
phenomenon lies in the fact
that it was an urban myth
that gained encugh public
power to panic the highest
echelons of British govern-
ment - all the way to Winston
Churchill.
paul harris@observer.co.uk
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Jim Penniston claims he drew these UFC sketches at the time of the incident.
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Rendlesham revealed

BRITAIN'S MOST FAMOUS UFO CASE OCCURRED ONE NIGHT IN 1980 WHEN SOME AMERICAN AIRMEN
ENCOUNTERED A GLOWING CRAFT IN A SUFFOLK WOOD. JAMES EASTON BFLIEVES THAT RECENTLY
RELEASED GOVERNMENT PAPERS SHOW THE UFO BELIEVERS WERE WAY OFF THE MARK ABOUT

RENDLESHAM.

n two nights in December 1980, just after Christmas,
strange lights were seen in Rendlesham forest,
Suffolk, adjacent to the RAF Bentwaters and RAF
Woodbridge airbases. The twin-base complex was
operated by the American military as part of
NATO's front-line defences. On both occasions,

American personnel left the Bentwaters base to investigate the
sus PI c IONS mysterious lights in the belief thar an aircraft might have
crashed. Disoriented and puzzled, their testimony, given
sometime afterwards, has contributed to a widespread belief thar

WE RE THAT TH E the airmen had a close encounter with a UEO.
While it was known that the Deputy Base Commander,
MOD NOT 0 NLY Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Halt, had sent a memo to the
Ministry of Defence (MoD) about the disturbing incidents, he
never received any official reply and the Ministry’s subsequent
KN Ew TH E denial of - or at least silence on — the incidents fuelled suspicions
among UFO believers that the MoD not only knew the truth
TRUTH B"T WAS about UFOs but was covering up prominent cases. The
Rendlesham encounters and Col Hal's memo, they argued,

established that definitively.

c OVE RI N G IT u P At long last, the Ministry of Defence has released its file on
Rendlesham; in 155 pages, it chronicles the Ministry’s own
investigations of what happened on those two December nights

21 years ago. Unfortunately, for both conspiracy aficionados and
UFQO buffs, what is revealed by the MoD's internal documents

s s
L could not be further removed from the ‘cover up’ of an alien
—— J FPo k= L./,‘_'u visitation.

The ‘close encounter’ first made headlines in 1983 when
American researcher Robert Todd discovered the existence of
Col Halt's memo to the MoD and informed the UFO communi-
ty. In the United States — where ufologists have had a long and
successful run of requesting the release of government and
military documents under their Freedom of Information Act —
Todd decided, in 1983, to make a speculative enquiry about the
Rendlesham incidents. In time, he received a response from the
513th Combat Support Group (CSG), which provided
document management services to the Third Air Force; they had
located a copy of the ‘Halt memo’. As the USAFs own copy had
been “properly disposed of in accordance with Air Force
Regulations,” the copy now provided to Todd had been obtained
by the CSG directly from the British government. !

In April 1983, when British ufologist Jenny Randles and
fellow investigarors put questions to MoD department DSS, it
was confirmed to them thar “USAF personnel did see unusual
lights” at RAF Woodbridge, bur they were ambivalent about the
existence of the memo from the commander of an American
base on British soil - a document whose existence DS8 could not
S confirm or give Jenny permission to view, and yet here was Jenny
! in the MoD waving a copy she had obtained from Todd. This

i silence — or at least, reticence — was interpreted as a denial,

giving rise to the view that ‘something’ was being concealed.
D . d . .
AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY However, the Mo was indeed keeping a file on Rendlesham
JAMES EAS and now, thanks to the diligence of UFO historian and fortean
. frvseliatad - !TdQN researcher Dr David Clarke, it was released to him in May 2001.
as reinvestigated many clas ses, including - _
the Kenneth Arnold sighting (FT137:34-39), and Clarke explains: “Towards the end of the year ZIOOO, an applica-
tion was made under the present Code of Practice on Access to

runs the Internet-based discussion forum - the 'UFQ : !
Research List' - focusing on military black projects. Government Information for a copy of the file, assembled by
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Secretariat Air Staff 2a (the successor to
DS8) on the Rendlesham Forest UFO
incident. In addition, a search was requested
of other files that might contain documents
relevant to the report from RAF Bentwaters.”

“According to the Ministry, the majority
of the papers contained within came from
one file that was assembled some time after
the alleged event that opened with Halt’s
memo and largely consisted of correspon-
dence. Because the file appeared incomplete,
the MoD carried out a search to identify any
other relevant papers from ‘UFQ' files
covering the same period, 1981-2. This
search located a number of other documents
relating to the incident that have now been
placed within the original file opened in
1982.”

n his memo, Halt describes the two

events from his own recollection. On

the first occasion, he writes, three

patrolmen were given permission to

investigate a possible aircrash “outside

the back gate” of the Benrwaters base,
adjacent to Rendlesham Forest. The patrol-
men, Halt says, reported encountering a
“strange glowing object in the forest,” which
was “metallic in appearance and triangular in
shape, approximately two to three metres (7-
10ft) across the base and approximately two
metres high.” The object, according to Hal,
“had a pulsing red light on top and a bank(s)
of blue lights underneath” and was “hovering
or on legs.” As the patrolmen approached,
the object “manceuvred through the trees
and disappeared.”

The next night, Halt and others witnessed
more “strange lights” they could not explain.
“A red sun-like light was seen through the
trees. It moved about and pulsed,” he wrote.
As both incidents centred on Rendlesham
Forest and as this was outside the jurisdicrion
of the US Air Force, Halt says it had been
deemed a matter for the Ministry to investi-
gate. Halc never received any confirmation
of receipt or further instructions.

In the following years, the Rendlesham
case received enormous publicity, being
endlessly cited in a stream of books and TV
documentaries as a ‘double whammy’, evi-
dence of both the existence of UFOs and of
a high-level cover-up. However, as time went
by, a growing number of ufologists became

A RED, SUN-LIKE
LIGHT WAS

SEEN THROUGH
THE TREES

convinced this ‘most famous British UFO
case’ was fundamentally flawed.

The first impression given by the
newly-released MoD file is that it puts
paid to the accusation that the
British government was engaged
in a ‘UFO cover-up’. This his-
toric, official ‘UFQ’ file — con-
taining over 150 ‘secret’ docu-
ments, demonstrates that the
MoD did in fact spend some time
investigating  those  purporred
‘Rendlesham forest UFQOs’ even if the
results seem pretty lacklustre.

One of the first and most important results
is independent confirmation of the dates of
the two UFO' incidents: the first beginning
at around 0300 on rthe morning of 26
December and the second in nightfearly

EAST GATE: The guardhouse. Below: Col. Halt

morning of 27/28 December. (Halt erro-
neously records these as 27 and 29/30
December respectively.) Astonishingly, the
file includes a letter from science writer and
astronomer lan Ridpath to DS8 in 1983
alerting them to the fact that Col Halt had
recorded erroneous dates in his memo — dates
that could have been confirmed, as Ridpath
had found, from local police records. When
DS8 wrote to an RAF officer at the base to
check Ridpath’s claim, the officer chose to
accept Halt’s dates over Ridpath’s. As Dr
Clarke notes: “The MoD's assessment that
the UFO events reported to them by Lt Col
Halt were of “no defence significance” was
flawed because their analysis of radar data
was concentrated upon incorrect dates!”
How could Halt have been so mistaken?
It’s a question which I may be the only per-
son ever to have raised, albeit by proxy. On
13 May 1997, American journalist Salley
Rayl interviewed Halt and kindly asked on
my behalf: “We received an e-mail earlier in
the day from a fellow by the name of James
Easton who lives in Scotland and apparently
has been researching this case during recent
months. One thing that he mentioned, and a
question that [ would like to pass on to you,
is why have there been variances in the dates
given for both incidents? Your memo claims
that the dates were on the evening/early
morning of the 26th/ 27th and 29th/30th of
December, respectively. But elsewhere, in
interviews, the dates have been given as 25
to 26 and 28 to 29, he says. So why, why
are there differences in those dates?”
Halt replied: “Well, I tried to go
back and recover the police blotrer
and the security blotter — [ think |
mentioned to you earlier — to re-
affirm the dates. Keep in mind, [
wrote the memo several weeks later.
And it was not a reaily important
memo. The date was not critical. The
critical portion was, you know, what hap-
pened and are you interested? And how
about getting involved and let’s investigate
this. It's possible that I, I put the date down
wrong. But [ don’t believe so. | tried to verify
later and the police blotters had been raken
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ALIEN HIGHWAY: The main road through Rendlesham forest just before it reaches ‘East gate'.
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Pennisten, the patroiman who claimed he saw a ‘metallic object’

from the repository, probably by a, how shall
I say, curiosity seeker...”

Halr didn't take statements from any of the
witnesses until a full week after the events.
He told Sally Rayl that this delay was due to
the holiday period: “Around New Year’s Eve,
I took statements and interviewed the men
who had taken part in the initial incident.” ]
acquired these statements in 1998 and
revealed them first, exclusively, on the
Internet. 2 Four of the five statements agree
and verify the date of the first incident as 26
December, so there should never have been
any confusion. If, as Halt stated to Rayl, he
attempted to substantiate the correct dates
before sending his memo, why did he not
refer to the testimonies he had personally
obtained from the witnesses?

In his memo, Halt informed the Ministry
that following a sighting of “unusual lights
outside the back gate at RAF Woodbridge” a
patrol was allowed off-base to “check it out.”
He wrote: “Thinking an aircraft might have
crashed or been forced down, they called for
permission to go outside the gate to investi-
gate. The on-duty flight chief responded and
allowed three patrolmen to proceed on foor.
The individuals reported seeing a strange
glowing object in the forest.”

ccording to the state-
ment of one of the
three patrolmen,
Airman Ed Cabansag,
it seems the “strange
glowing object” was a
farmhouse, . The group had entered
the forest thinking “it had to be an
aircraft accident” and walked at least
two miles (3.2km), trying to get to a
vantage point that would clarify this light
in the distance. “Our route through the forest
and field was a direct one, straight rowards
the light,” he continues. “We figured the
lights were coming from past the forest, since
nothing was visible as we passed through the
woody forest. We could see a glowing near
the beacon light, but as we got closer we
found it o be a lit-up farmhouse.”

Indeed, it was the same ‘glowing farm-
house” at Capel Green which alarmed Halt
during the second incident. When the ‘UFO’
was reported again the next night, he
ventured into Rendlesham forest in search of

THE WINDOWS
WERE ALL
BRIGHT RED
AND FLICKERING

it. As he recalled in the interview with Salley
Rayl: “We had also noticed that the farmer’s
house appeared to be glowing, as though
there were a fire inside. All the windows were
bright red and sort of flickering and 1 was
quite concerned for the occupants of
the house.”

During the past year, local researcher
Robert McLean managed to retrace, on more
than one occasion, Halt’s route from the
microcassette notes Halt made in the forest
that night. McLean easily located the same
farmhouse and was able to see for himself the
‘house on fire effect’. It is, he says, “quite an
effective illusion” but is only a resulr of local
lighting conditions.

Halt’s memo goes on to describe the
“beacon light™: “The object was
described as being metallic in
appearance and triangular in
shape, approximately two to three
metres across the base and approx-
imately two metres high. It illumi-
nated the entire forest with a white
light. The object itself had a pulsing
red light on top and a bank(s) of blue
lights underneath. The object was hov-
ering or on legs. As the patrolmen
approached the object, it manceuvred
through the trees and disappeared. At this
time the animals on a nearby farm went into
a frenzy. The object was briefly sighted
approximately an hour later near the back
gate.”

The testimony of the three security patrol-
men seems be at odds with Halt’s account.
Not one of them describes a ‘triangular-
shaped’ object in their statements. Staff-
Sergeant Jim Penniston was the only one
who claimed to have seen what he believed
to be a merallic object, associated with the
lights’. His original written account describes

he Rendlesham incident. Right: The ‘Halt memo'. Below: Staff- Sergeant Jim

how he was never able to get closer than 50
metres (160f) to the elusive source, which his
accompanying sketch clearly showed to be
‘box-shaped’. Penniston’s account changed
radically after he underwent ‘regressive hyp-
nosis’. Contrary to his earlier testimony, he
began to claim the ‘object’ was ‘triangular-
shaped’.

Significantly, however, the final member of
that patrol, Airman First Class John
Burroughs, was adamant they never observed
a ‘craft’, merely some lights which implied an
object was there. Cabansag’s statement refers
only to some unfamiliar lights, the origin of
which was never resolved, except for the
“beacon light” —~ quite a different scenario
from the one outlined in Halt’s memo.
(When | contacted him recently, John
Burroughs still maintains they saw only some
anomalous lights. )

In popular retellings of the Rendlesham
encounters, the lights are said to manceuvre
through the trees before disappearing. But, as
explained in Burroughs' statement, the
patrolmen saw the lights next to a farmhouse
before they were lost from sight: “We got up
to a fence that separated the trees from the
open field and you could see the lights down
by a farmers house. We climbed over the
fence and started heading towards the red and
blue lights and they just disappeared. Once
we reached the farmer’s house we could see a
beacon going around, so we went towards it.
We followed it for about two miles before we
could see it was coming from a lighthouse.”
Then, said Burroughs, “We had just crossed a
creek and were told to come back when we
saw a blue light to our left in the trees. It was
only there for a minute and it just streaked
away. After that, we didn’t see anything so we
returned to the truck.”

Conspicuously absent in Halt’s memo is
the story of how that lighthouse played a role
in those first and formative ‘UFO’ percep-
tions. The “blue light” which seemed to
“streak away” is the sole basis for Halt’s con-
tention that, “The object was briefly sighted
approximately an hour later near the back
gate.” If the Ministry had also been advised by
Halt that the tiny pulsating light {confirmed
by Halt to Sally Rayl) he personally observed
within Rendlesham forest, was seen again
“clear off to the coast” (documented in his
microcassette recording), the entire context
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of these ‘UFO’ alarms might have become
more evident.

In the memo, Halt also drew attention to
radiation readings taken at whar was believed
to be the first night's ‘UFO landing site’. We
can now see from the MoD’s file that they
wasted time on this. [t’s long been demon-
strated that the levels were minuscule. In fact,
Halt himself records incidental ‘radiation
readings’ from a nearby field which were
higher than most of the ‘landing site’ readings.

nderstandably, Halt’s  ‘official
UFO report’ created much
excitement and optimism in
the ‘UFO community’.
Ostensibly, it threatened
to blow apart the MoD
‘UFO conspiracy’, and the specula-
tion was fuelled by Penniston’s
increasingly elaborate recollections
under ‘hypnotic regression’. He now
claimed to have examined a landed
‘craft’ at his leisure for 20 minutes. In
contrast, his fellow patrolman john
Burroughs resolutely maintains: “1 never saw
anything metallic or anything hard.” Again:
“We did not see a structured ‘craft’... all we
saw were lights that seemed to imply a struc-
ture of some kind.”

This divergence in the eyewitness testimo-
ny rarely featured in the more enthusiastic
media reports. The story’s factual genesis was
confused further by the publication of Left at
East Gate (1997) by ex-USAF airman Larry
Warren, who claimed to have been directly
involved with others in a dramatic ‘close
encounter’ during the UFO incursions. Halt
and Penniston were, however, scathing of
Warren’s assertions; in Warren’s original
account he claimed only that he had heard
about the ‘UFQ’ tales while stationed on the
base, but later, after *hypnotic regression’ he
too was claiming a closer contact.

Warren referred to his designated UFO
‘landing site’ as momentous physical evidence
of UFO visitation. The photographs in his
book describe the location as: “Capel Green,
site of the incident. Craft’s point of conract
clearly visible as discolored area...” and “Capel

Green, 1995, showing landing site still
blighted 15 vyears after Larry Warren’s
experience.”

Robert McLean has been able to locate
Larry Warren’s purported landing area, using
the visual clues in Warren’s CD, also called
Left at East Gate. McLean also obtained aerial
shots of the locale and one of these, taken by
the RAE depicts Warren’s ‘UFO landing site’
in detail. It shows some discoloured areas -
one of which appears to be circular — in the
tield. However, this RAF aerial photograph
was taken in 1953 (27 years earlier) and the

marks are interpreted by experienced aerial
reconnaissance folk as typical patterns
in crops caused by underground
ruins... not evidence of an alien
spaceship landing.

In a new development, there’s a
possible explanation which seems to
account for UFO-like impressions

experienced by Burroughs, Cabansag
and Penniston. Ultimately, the catalyst
for all that foliowed was the ‘UFQ’ they
witnessed, and the source of those enig-
matic lights was found near a farmhouse.
Recall Burroughs’ statement: “We got up to a
fence that separated the trees from the open
field and you could see the lights down by a
farmers house. We climbed over the fence and
started heading towards the red and blue
lights and they just disappeared.”

In a sketch which depicted the triangular-
shaped light formarion, Burroughs clarified that
the top red light, which resembled a beacon,
was “red and orange.” Especially prominent was
white light which projected downwards from
the source. It occurred to me that I had seen
something similar... the field lights used by a

IT WASN'T UNTIL
IT MOVED OFF

THAT WE SAW IT
WAS A TRACTOR

TO THE LIGHTHOUSE: A view from the forest edge near where Col. Halt saw a flashing 'UFOQ".

Top: John F Burroughs - saw anomalous lights.

tractor at night. As it moved around a large
field, delivering food to cattle in an otherwise
dark landscape, the numerous top and side
lights created a spectacular display and on top
was an amber beacon ‘warning’ light.

ormer Senior Airman Kenneth

Greene, stationed at RAF

Bentwaters, recently told me abour

the ‘UFO’ which he and a fellow

servicemen encountered, in 1978,

on their way to Bentwaters one
night for the midnighe shift. “I was living off
base at the time in a small town called
Darsham, near Saxmundham, Suffolk. My
room mate and [ were on a small country road
and as we came round a curve there was a
small triangular object, abour eight feet
(2.4m) in height, stopped in middle of the
road. This object had a small flashing orange
beacon on top and bright white lights ema-
nating from it at various points.”

“Our immediare thought was thar it was a
UFQ, but it turned out to be a very small farm
tractor. The top width was shorter than the
bottom width and the two sides slightly
angled up toward the top. This shape was
actually the operator’s compartment.
However, viewing this ar night when the
white lights were on created an initial impres-
sion of a ‘triangle’. It wasn’t until the operator
extinguished some of the lights and moved off
the road that we realized it was a tractor.”

Could this have been what was wirnessed
by the USAF patrol, stressed after their long
chase through the dark forest, by the glowing
farm, sparking off the UK’s most famous
‘UFO' affair?

We may never know for sure. However, in
the first book written about this case — Sky
Crash (1984) co-authored by Jenny Randles,
Brenda Butler and Dot Street — Jenny writes
of Butler and Street’s visit to the site, within a
couple of months of the UFO events: “Brenda
and Dot were direcred to see a Mt Brown, who
owns a house about three quarters of a mile
[1,200m] further down the path which skirts
the field... He had a large pink house with
plenty of old huts around the back, and a rrac-
tor standing idle... He abruptly pointed out
that he knew nothing about a UFO.” 3

In fact, he might have known a lor more
about it than he realised! [i}

NOTES
. Larry Fawcett & Barry Greenwood, Clear Intent
(Prentice Hall, 1984, pp 217-218).

2. James Easton, Rendlesham Unravelled (1998).
See: www.rendlesham.com

3. Jenny Randles, Brenda Butler & Dot Street,
Sky Crash (Neville Spearman, 1984, p 47.

f resources §

@ RECOMMENDED READING

SKY CRASH: A COSMIC CONSPIRACY (1984)
Brenda Butler, Dot Street and Jenny Randles

AND NOT 50 RECOMMENDED.,,
LEFT AT EAST GATE (1997)
Larry Warren

B RECOMMENDED SURFING

www.rendlesham.com
Tames Easton's definitive website on the subject
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| ] THE ISSUES RAISED BY THE RENDLESHAM CASE HAVE SPLIT
T E L L I N G T H E P Eo P L E THE UFO COMMUNITY. WHILE JAMES EASTON REPRESENTS A

' PRAGMATIC VIEWPOINT BASED UPON THE FACE VALUE OF
WHAT FEW FACTS CAN BE ESTABLISHED, THERE IS A THRIVING OPPOSITION WHICH BELIEVES THE SAME DATA SUPPORTS THE THEORY THAT
UFOS HOVERED OVER THE NATO INSTALLATIONS FOR ALMOST FIVE HOURS AND LANDED IN THE NEARBY FOREST. GEORGINA BRUN! BELIEVES
THAT MEMBERS OF THE USAF, STATIONED AT THE TWIN RAF BASES IN SUFFOLK, DID ENCOUNTER UFOS DURING THAT CHRISTMAS WEEK IN 1980,
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nlike most UFO reports, there is

official evidence in the pubfic

domain to prove that the

Rendlesham Forest incident was

genuine. The first real evidence
emerged in 1983, when an American
research group obtained a document
released through the Freedom of
Information Act. This was a memorandum
authored by Lieutenant Colonel Charies
Hait, the Deputy Base Commander, him-
self a witness to one of the events. The
document, which was sent to the MoD
soon after the incident, described how
mititary witnesses encountered a triangu-
lar-shaped object in Rendlesham Forest,
on the perimeter of RAF Woodbridge, and
explained that radiation readings were
taken at the landing site.

More evidence surfaced in 1984 when
Colonel Sam Morgan, the then base com-
mander, sent copies of a tape recording to
British researchers. The tape, which was
made by Halt during one of the events,
confirmed that radiation readings were
taken at the landing site, that indentations
were found in the ground where an object
was said to have landed, and that the
patrol encountered UFQs, During research

for my book You Can't Tell The People:

The Definitive Account of the Rendlesham
Forest UFO Incident (Sidgwick & Jackson,
2000), | tocated USAF photographs taken
at the landing site the morning after the
initial event. These photographs feature
USAF personnel and British police
examining the ground indentations as
described in Halt's recording.

I've worked on this case for five years
and have been frustrated by the way in
which the MoD and USAF have played
down the incident, claiming it was of "no
defence significance”, I'm not alone in my
frustration. Former Chief of the Defence
Staff Lord Hill-Norton (below) has been
trying to get answers since 1983. He has
tabled 16 Questions in Parliament this
year: Questions that concern the case as
presented in my book. The answers were
not convincing, even though great
pressure was put on Baroness Symons,
Minister of State for Defence
Procurement, to release informa-
tion on the case. But Lord Hill- /
Norton did not give up and, earlier
this year, his persistence paid off
when the MoD's file on this case 3
was released under the 'Code
of Practice on Access to
Government Information'.

There are numerous doc-
uments in the file, the most
important of which are the

A Police officer and Capt,

i Mike Verrano examine

i the landing site. Bottom:
John Burroughs’ UFOQ
drawing.

MoD documents, at
ieast those now in the
public domain, are not
the full story? Several
documents, referenced
in the file, are missing.

The documents
make it clear that there

COURTESY RAY GULYAS

e TR g aten

e P SPol oy

TAPE RECORDED
EVIDENCE WAS
HANDED TO THE
CHIEF OF THE
USAF IN EUROPE

internal exchanges of correspondence
between departments of the RAF and
Defence Intelligence Staff (DIS). These
documents offer some idea of what tran-
spired after the MoD received Halt's mem-
orandum and, contrary to the official line
that the incident was of “no defence
significance”, show that the report was,
indeed, taken seriously.
One document reveals that tape record-
ed evidence of the incident was handed
to General Gabriel, the Chief of the
United States Air Force in Europe, and
we learn that the Americans did not
share this information with the MoD.
However, Halt has since told me
that a British agent was
among those who debriefed
the witnesses after the
event. So could it be that the

BIG CHIEF: Hill-Norton

was concern over the
above average radiation readings, as
reported in Halt's memorandum. We also
learn that RAF Watton had found fault with
film of the reported sighting (the RAF rou-
tinely take film of its radar screens) for the
night in question. It was later discovered
that film on the days prior to and after the
reported phenomena were also faulty.

It the incident was thought to be of “no
defence significance”, it is interesting that
the MoD considered sanitising Halt's
memorandum before releasing it. Another
document reveals that the decision to
allow its release “might have to come from
Secretary of State for Defence's office
particularly if any security or intelligence
implications are read into the reported
sighting.”

Although there are a number of missing
documents and no further information
concerning what transpired once DIS
became more involved, I consider the file
to be extremely important. Nick Pope -
who worked in Secretariat (Air Staff) for
three years - agrees. He told me: “These
revelations are sensational, and I'm sure
there will be pressure for an inguiry into
both the incident itself and the subsequent
actions of both the MoD and the USAF"

It's unlikely there will ever be a Public
Inquiry, but efforts are being made to
obtain more information, both from the
MoD and the USAF,

Thanks to the kind folks at PAN
MACMILLAN we have 10 copies of
You Can't Tell the People to glve
away. To win one, just tell us
WHEREABOUTS IN SUFFOLK
(AND NOT FAR FROM
RENDLESHAM FOREST) WAS A
MERMAN ONCE CAUGHT?

YOU-CAN'T

TELL THE
PEOPLE

GEORGINA BRUNI
R s

Send answers on a postacrd to: RENDLESHAM
COMPETITION, Fortean Times, IFG Ltd,
9 Dallington Street, London ECIV OBQ
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THE ISSUES RAISED BY THE RENDLESHAM CASE HAVE SPLIT
THE UFO COMMUNITY. WHILE JAMES EASTON REPRESENTS A
: PRAGMATIC VIEWPOINT BASED UPON THE FACE VALUE OF
WHAT FEW FACTS CAN BE ESTABLISHED, THERE IS A THRIVING OPPOSITION WHICH BELIEVES THE SAME DATA SUPPORTS THE THEORY THAT
UFOS HOVERED OVER THE NATO INSTALLATIONS FOR ALMOST FIVE HOURS AND LANDED IN THE NEARBY FOREST. GEORGINA BRUNI BELIEVES
THAT MEMBERS OF THE USAF, STATIONED AT THE YWIN RAF BASES IN SUFFOLK, DID ENCOUNTER UFOS DURING THAT CHRISTMAS WEEK IN 1980.

TELLING THE PEOPLE

niike most UFO reports, there is
official evidence in the public
domain to prove that the
Rendiesham Forest incident was
genuine. The first real evidence
emerged in 1983, when an American
research group obtained a document
released through the Freedom of
Information Act. This was a memorandum
authored by Ljeutenant Colonel Charles
Halt, the Deputy Base Commander, him-
seff a witness to one of the events. The
document, which was sent to the MoD
soon after the incident, described how
military witnesses encountered a triangu-
lar-shaped object in Rendlesham Forest,
cn the perimeter of RAF Woodbridge, and
explained that radiation readings were
taken at the landing site.

More evidence surfaced in 1984 when
Colonel Sam Morgan, the then base com-
mander, sent copies of a tape recording to
British researchers. The tape, which was
made by Halt during one of the events,
confirmed that radiation readings were
taken at the landing site, that indentations
were found in the ground where an object
was said to have landed, and that the
patrol encountered UFOs. During research

for my book You Can't Tell The People:

The Definitive Account of the Rendlesham
Forest UFO Incident (Sidgwick & Jackson,
2000), | located USAF photographs taken
at the landing site the morning after the
initial event. These photographs feature
USAF personnel and British police
examining the ground indentations as
described in Halt's recording.

I've worked on this case for five years
and have been frustrated by the way in
which the MoD and USAF have played
down the incident, claiming it was of “no
defence significance”. I'm not alone in my
frustration. Former Chief of the Defence
Staff Lord Hill-Norton (below) has been
trying to get answers since 1983, He has
tabled 16 Questions in Parliament this
year: Questions that concern the case as
presented in my book. The answers were
not convincing, even though great
pressure was put on Baroness Symons,
Minister of State for Defence
Procurement, to release informa-
tion on the case. But Lord Hill- /£
Norton did not give up and, earlier
this year, his persistence paid off
when the MoD's file on this case
was released under the ‘Code
of Practice on Access to
Government Information’.

There are numerous doc-
uments in the file, the most
important of which are the

SCORCHED EARTH:

A Police officer and Capt.
Mike Verrano examine
the landing site. Bottom:
John Burroughs’ UFQ
drawing.

MoD documents, at
least those now in the
public domain, are not
the full story? Several
documents, referenced
in the file, are missing.

The documents
make it clear that there
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TAPE RECORDED
EVIDENCE WAS
HANDED TO THE
CHIEF OF THE
USAF IN EUROPE

internal exchanges of correspondence
between departments of the RAF and
Defence intelligence Staff (DIS). These
documents offer some idea of what tran-
spired after the MoD received Hait's mem-
orandum and, contrary to the official line
that the incident was of “no defence
significance”, show that the report was,
indeed, taken seriously.

One document reveals that tape record-
ed evidence of the incident was handed
to General Gabriel, the Chief of the
. United States Air Force in Europe, and
* we learn that the Americans did not
share this information with the MoD.
However, Halt has since told me
that a British agent was
among those who debriefed
the witnesses after the
event. So could it be that the

BIG CHIEF: Hill-Norton

was concern over the
above average radiation readings, as
reported in Halt's memorandum. We also
learn that RAF Watton had found fault with
film of the reported sighting (the RAF rou-
tinely take film of its radar screens) for the
night in question. It was fater discovered
that film on the days prior to and after the
reported phenomena were also faulty.

If the incident was thought to be of “no
defence significance”, it is interesting that
the MoD considered sanitising Halt's
memorandum before releasing it. Another
document reveats that the decision to
allow its release “might have to come from
Secretary of State for Defence’s office
particularly if any security or intelligence
implications are read into the reported
sighting.”

Although there are a number of missing
documents and no further information
concerning what transpired once DIS
became more involved, | consider the file
to be extremely important. Nick Pope -
who worked in Secretariat (Air Staff) for
three years - agrees. He told me: "These
revelations are sensational, and I'm sure
there will be pressure for an inquiry into
both the incident itself and the subsequent
actions of both the MoD and the USAF"

It's unlikely there will ever be a Public
Inquiry, but efforts are being made to
obtain more information, both from the
MoD and the USAF,

<< Thanks te the kind folks at PAN
MACMILLAN we have 10 copies of
You Can't Yeli the People to give
away. To win one, just tell us
WHEREABOUTS IN SUFFOLK
(AND NOT FAR FROM
RENDLESHAM FOREST) WAS A
MERMAN ONCE CAUGHT?

-
- YOU-CAN'T
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Send answers on a postacrd to; RENDLESHAM
COMPETITION, Fortean Times, IFG Ltd,
9 Dallington Street, London EC1V 080
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AHEAD OF THE FIELD...

MARK PILKINGTON REVIEWS THE PICK OF THIS SUMMER'S LATE CROP OF CIRCLES. PHOTOS BY STEVE ALEXANDER.

s another summer fades,

so another crop circle-

making season closes.

This year, however, things

have been rather differ-
ent, with initial apathy turning to
awe and a resulting media frenzy
not seen since the heady days of
the early 1990s.

Things got off to a fairly bleak
start. Restrictions imposed due to
the Foot and Mouth epidemic
saw any determined circle artistes
facing fines of several thousand
pounds — a deterrent considerably
more potent than the £100 paid
by Macthew Williams, who
exposed himself to the law last
year. Compounding the situation
was the month-long delay in
planting crops after one of the
wettest winters on record. April,
usuaily the month in which the
season’s first daubings appear, was
formation-free.

The year’s first circle, an
impressive six-fold flower,
appeared not in Wiltshire, but in
a field of oil-seed rape outside
Zierenberg in central Germany
on 15 May. As if in immediate
response, a simple concentric cir-
cle design appeared in Hampshire
the next day — at last the season
had begun! 25 May saw F&M
restrictions lifted in Wiltshire and
Hampshire, with a few relatively
straightforward creations popping
up in the usual places, as well as
one in Bournemouth, Dorset,

conveniently situated between a
theme park and the local airport.
The year’s tirst dazzlers, a
Meso-American-style maze and
an intriguing, curved pyramid
lens, landed in Barrowden
Northamptonshire, and Berwick
Bassett, Wiltshire, in the first few
days of June. From then on it was
a circle summer much like any
other until, on the torrential
night of 11-12 August, something
incredible appeared on the top of
Milk Hill - at 900 ft (247m) up,
the highest point in the surround-
ing area — the first time it had
been visited by the circlemakers.
The formation, known as the
‘Megaglyph’, was a relatively

straightforward fractal spiral but
was, at around 900 ft (274m)
across, simply enormous, consist-
ing of over 400 individual circles,
some of them over 70ft {21m) in
diameter. Writing in the
Guardian, John Vidal called it
“boring and predictable”, but the
Croppy community was ecstatic.
“The formation that has brought
the phenomenon back to the
people,” cried Stuart Dike on
Crop Circle Connector, the crop-
pies’ online focal point, “it is the
mother of all crop circles.” Even
veteran circlemaker John
Lundberg was blown away: I was
well and truly godsmacked, 1 just
kept returning to the image and

GREAT SHELFORD, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: An asymetrical formation in wheat.

Above - BARROWDEN, NORTHAMPTCONSHIRE: One
of the year's other impresssive creations.

Left - CHILBOLTON, HAMPSHIRE: The Aricebo
formation sent the nation's press into a circle frenzy.

Right - MILK HILL, WILTSHIRE: The megagtyph,
also known as the Galaxy. It has been cailed the
“mother and father of all crop circies” and is
almost a thousand feet in diameter.

staring at it. The size of the for-
mation was unlike anything else
we'd seen in the fields before, if
was off the scale!”

Perhaps the design’s somewhat
“retro” flavour, which harked
back to the heyday of 1995/6, had
something to do with the hero’s
welcome it received. The print
and TV news media, which had
ignored the phenomenon until
now, were clearly overjoyed at
being able to fill pages with new
circle speculation. It was almost
as if the past few years had never
happened.

s the media onslaught
continued throughout the
following week, someone
— or something — laid
down a perfect riposte,
this time in Chibolton,
Hampshire, beside a radio tele-
scope that has hosted formations
several times before. One showed
a humanoid face, not unlike the
‘Face on Mars'. The other,
dubbed the ‘Aricebo Response’,
almost replicated the binary sig-
nal designed by astronomers
Frank Drake and Carl Sagan and
beamed to the star cluster M13 in
1974, from the Arecibo
Observatory in Puerto Rica. The
key differences were the
humanoid figure's enlarged head —
perhaps a reference to its sup-
posed ET origins — and a few mis-
placed pieces of DNA. Naturally
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these served as cues for intensely
Jetailed analyses from croppies,
cven one self-professed geneticist,
and, more surprisingly, a bemused
response from SETT astronomer
Seth Shostak. Shostak admitted
to admiring the circlemakers’
work., but pointed out several
problems with the image, and one
with the notion of a reply in
irselt. “M13 ts 25,000 light-years
Jistant, which means thar the
message will not reach ies target
ror another 250 centuries... The
crop circles are decorative,
nnpressive, and provocative, bur
nor informative. We can expect
better from true extraterrestrial
mnrethgence.”

These formations also drew the
admirarion of John Michell,
rortean author and ex-editor of
The Cerealogist, who pointed out
rhe delightful proximityof the
“Arncebo Response’ to the nearby
mrerstellar observatory at
¢ hitholeon, where some SETI
programmes are carried out. “By
any standards,” Michell told FT,
“the ‘Face’ is a great work of art,
heautiful, subtle, wirty, enigmatic,
provocative, awesome and won-
Jerful. Te outclasses evervthing
Jdone by modern artists in the
medium of landscape, including
=mithson, Fulton, Christo, Long
wnd Goldsworthy.”

Such was the excitement sur-
rounding these new formations
that several websites had to close
down as bandwidth demand far
exceeded the limits of their serv-
ice providers. Even the mighty
Crop Circle Connector was forc-
ed to close its doors remporarily,
upping its atlowance from 50MB
to a costly 150MB for August.

After a slowish start, it's been a
remarkable vear in circlemaking,
with a respectable 88 formations
in the UK {compared to 134 last
year) and another 3Q as far afield
as Poland, Serbia and [srael.
Vereran researcher Colin
Andrews was clearly moved as he

appeared on Art Bell’s radio show:

“There's never been a betrer sea-
son, this is by far the pinnacle of
the last 20 years... there have
heen times in my work where [
have privately cried to myselt; it
sounds extraordinary [ know, bur
it's just so special.” Thank you
Colin. The phenomenon has, it
seems, come tull circle.

SOQURCES
The Guardian, 21 Aug: The Independent, 26
Aug 200%;

Crop Circie Connector
www.cropcircleconnectorcom

Circlemakers
www.circlemakers.org

SETH Statermnent
www.seti.org/general/ao_message_crop.htmi
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