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EDWARD LEIGH, M.P. ooy

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A QAA

Mr Michael Neubert

parliamentary Under Secretary of State
Ministry of Defence

whitehall

SW1

4 April 1989
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am sorry but there is a follow-oOn letter from '[m

If your office think this claim is rubbish it would bé
better to say s0O.

Thank you for Yyour courtesy 1in sending such a long
detailed letter in response to my earlier letter about
him.

Yyours sincerely,

(Ainin

Edward Leigh
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Tst Anril 17383,
Dear Vr Leish,

Thank you for your letter dated 14th Mareh 1383, with the enclosed
letter from ¥ichael Weubert ™p,

I anpreciste the trourle you have oone to and T acree with you *that
i \f 1 1w 3 i o 3 !j' -
,? Meuhert's letter was most interestine, narticulsrly hnis reference's to
the Cosmos 13)0 and the re entry of the setellite of the 2?1722 TDecember
13188,

. LN

His reference to eme aspect of the Cosmos 1309 seems to conflict

with other informeticn I have in my possession .

Regsrding ds confirnation thet z sstellite 31d amctus ¥ re enter
on the 71722 December 13188 (zlincuch ne refers to it lrndine in Ruesie)

lesds me to z2sk vou ~'» Leish to recuest tast "»r Leutert ecorry out an

investirriion inte srrece detris rve rnterineg the earitins atmosphere oveor
Briteir for “he reriod of tie 21772 December 7185 because I have personcl
evidoence #nd other strone evidence that & larze amount of sp=ce debtiris
could have e entered the etmos—here snread over a lsrre grees of Pritsin
Cusine this neried ¢ _icn inelude . Tincolnsaire). '

I repeet, 26 T did in your office thet I believe stron~lv thst
this could hold an imvortant guestion over the Loeckerhie disast;r and
that I be ieve the srid nlene could have heen hit by srzce debris aznd
an investiration wouli vreve valuzble either wav,

Y 01} erely,

“r Wdward TLeieh M7,
House Of Zommons,
London,
S™1E DAA

-

L]
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1. I attach at E2 =2 drafs response to Andrew Mitchell's letter of 20
March.
2

- - ' * = * -
Given the MPs understanding that_has an academic interest in

the subject of UFOs, we have endeavoured to answer his questions
comprehensively.

Consequently

Neverthelass the

the draft reply is rather longer than usual.
m

ajority of questions posed by the constituent are fairly
straightforward and have largely been covered before in correspondence with
the public. Those which we have not answered are, as Iar as we are aware,
unanswerable; certainly we do not have the information to answer them and
any answers would only be speculative.
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D1/1

DRAFT

D/US of S(AF)/MJIN 809 April 1989

Thank you for your letter of 20 March with the enclosed from your

subject of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs).

_letter covers a lot of ground and I will endeavour %o

answer his questions in the order received. Nevertheless, before I do so, I
should say that the Ministry of Defence's sole interest in these matters is
to establish whether or not reported sightings of UFOs present a threat to
the security and defence of the United Kingdom using a2 judgement based on
military expertise and an analysis of the available information. Uniess we
judge that they do present a threat, and this is not normally the case, no
further atitempt is made to investigate or identify the phenomenon.

Moreover, 1 am sure you will appreciate that we do not have the resources to
undertake in depthstudies and that we could not Jjustify the use of Defence
Funds on scientific investigations unless a c;ear threat to the security of

the UK had been identified. This necessarily limits the amount of

information we are able to provide.

Moving now,however, to points raised in your constituents letter, I
regret that it would be impossible to establish the number of UF0O sighting
reports that the MOD has ever received but can give an idea of the number
received over the last ten years. These [igures are attached. As the MOD‘S
involvement wiﬁh the subject only extends to these sightings which may
present a threat toc the air defence of the UK, we do not have details of
sightings witnessed outside of this country nor can we quantify how many
reports could be considered to be misinterpretations or hoaxes.

Nevertheless, our experience is that most sightings can be adequately and
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rationally explained in terms of natural occurrences such as satellite

debris, meteorological balloons and aircraft lights to mention just a few.

The MOD does not possess any positive evidence to suggest that "alien™
spacecraft have landed or crashed on the planet nor are we aware of any form
of communication with extraterrestials. It would not, of course, be
appropriate for me to comment on the official US position with regard to

UFOs.

Your constituent is indeed correct to say that the department's Air
Staff Secretariat, in addition to its other duties, acts as our focal point
for those members of the public who wish to cofrespond about UFOs. Reports
are referred to the staffs responsible for the air defence of the UK who

examine them as part of their normal duties.

I was interested to read the account of’_ experiences on

the night of 12 August 1983 but would like to confirm that we did not
recelve any reports which might have supported his story, and because no
threat to national defence had been demonstrated, the MOD did not

investigate the incident.

The only information we have on the unusuzl display of lights witnessed
at Rendlesham Forest in December 1980 is the repori by Lieutenant Colonel
Charles Halt of the United States Air Force, which drew no firm conclusions
and, signficantly, did not recommend further investigation. Our own view
corresponded with thils and we are.satisfied that the events.described'were

of no defence significance.
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_1ast question asks about the possible release of

information on UFOs in order that any public concern can be dispelled.

Firstly, and as 1 mentioned earlier, I must stress that the vast majority of
information we have as the subject is limited to sighting reports that we
have received from the public and that this materiazal is unclassified. The
second point I would like to make is that, like all Government Departments,
MOD files are subject to the Public Records Act which, as you may know,
states that official files generally remain.closed from public view for 30
years after the last action has been taken. Obviously, this does not allow
the MOD to'release material 'en bloe' before the 30 year point, although we
will be happy to try to answer any specific queries individuals may have
about particular incidents which have occurred recently and can advise
whether we have received a report on the incident and if so what it

contains.

Lastly, I can assure your constituent that the MOD is not trying in any
way whatsoever to obscure the truth about UFOs from the public nor do we
attempt te cover up any incident.

I hope that you will find this helpful.

Michael Neubert

Andrew Mitchell Esqg MP
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D1/1a

NUMBER OF UFQ SIGHTING REPORTS RECEIVED BY MOD QOVER PERIOD 1978-1988

1978 750
1979 550
1980 350
1981 600
1982 250
1983 390
1984 215
1985 180
1986 120
1987 155
1988 400
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA
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I enclose an interesting letter, together with its enclosures,
from my constituent, H on the subject of UFO's.
I should be most grateful

~if yvou would let me have a response,
which I could pass on to hin respect of the specific
questions raised in his letter.

Michael Neubert Esg MP

Parliamentary Under-Secretary
for the Armed Forces

Ministry of Defence

Main Building

Whitehall

LONDON SWl 2HB

of State

Telephon_ Secretary

Constituency Office Nottingham
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Andrew Mitchell, MP
House of Commons
London SW1A OAA 10th March 1989

Dear Andrew,

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (U.F.0's)

WL MEE M T mbih A AMM bk i Vah A - ors o o o— it o b Al WAL e A Mlh o m e e S - — o

Thanks for your letter,dated 7th March 89,regarding the advice
session 1in Arnold Library on Saturday 4th March 1989 . I am
writing to ask if you can obtaln answers to the following
guestions , please :-
1. How many U.F.O’s have been seen :~ a. in this country?

b. throughout the World?

2. What percentage of those reported can be explained as
misidentifications , hoaxes , hallucinations or delusions?

3. Of those remaining , which cannot be included in the above,are
there some which are beyond our comprehension with our current
scientific and technological knowledge?

4. Have any unidentified craft crashed in this country or
elsewhere in the World? If so , were the craft and any occupants
recovered for examination? Please see the enclosed photocopies of
released American documents concerning the alledged recovery of
alien bodies and the wreckage of their disc-shaped craft from
near Roswell Army Alr Base in New Mexico during July 1947.

5. Do we have any idea why U.F.0’s visit our World and do we
think that they will be friendly towards us when greater contact
is made?

6. Has any contact been made with extraterrestrials either by
means of remote radio communication (or other similar method) or
by close encounter at a meeting with representatives from our
planet?

7. Is there a department within the Ministry of Defence ie " Air
Staff 2" which studies the most interesting / promising sitings
of U.F.0's?

8. Have any U.F.0O’s been tracked on radar and if so do we have
any estimates of the speeds attained within our atmosphere?
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9. One c¢f the most impressive alledged close encounters was that
experienced by in the early hours of 12th August
1983,beside the Basingstoke Canal, in Aldershot,Hampshire.
claimed to have been led,along the tow path,from his fishing site
by the "forms" and taken to their craft which he described |
externally and internally.Luckily for erhaps, he was told
by the "forms" that he was too old and infirm for thelr purpose -
whatever that might have been! Please see the enclosed

photocopies of that account. Was this case investigated by the
authorities and if so what conclusions were reached?

10. What 1s the true story concerning the alledged landing of a
U.F.O0 in Rendlesham forest, just outside the perimeter of
RAF/USAF Woodbridge,near Ipswich,Suffolk on the 27+h December
18807

11. Is Britain likely to introduce a Freedom of Information
Act,as the Americans have done?

12. Will some information on U.F.O’'s be released to the public
soon? This would,I am sure,confirm what a lot of people have
suspected is happening in recent years - even if those people "in
the Know" don’t yet have all the answers regarding the phenomenon.

13. Do we know about,or have any ideas on,the nature of the
propulsion system(s) used by the U.F.0’s?

14. Do we know from which planet(s),the extraterrestrials,might be
from or how they manage to travel such wvast distances so quickly?

15. Despite any apparent cover-up/debunking of information on the
subject of U.F.O's,sitings still occur.The phenomena refuses to
give up despite the doubters! Too many intelligent people with
~highly responsible jobs repcrt incidents that defy explanation by
the experts.They do this despite the embarassment or worse that
they will suffer as a result of their reports.Would it be
possible for the information gathered on U.F.0’s to be released
gradually so that the public is better educated on this topic and
is therefore more able to adapt?

I thoroughly recommend the book “Above Top Secret - The Worldwide
U.F.0 Cover-Up" by Timothy Good which was published by Sidgwick
and Jackson Limited in 1987.

I hope that you will be able to answer my questions on this very
intriguing subject.Thanks, in anticipation,

Yours Sincerely,

Yy ENCLOSURE S)
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 MINISTRY OF DEFENCE . >
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON swm%@w@

Tetephol HoN - 1 ........... {Direct Dial hng,
{Switchboard)

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE FOR THE ARMED FORCES

D,/US of S(AF)MIN 0765 M March 1989

Thank vou for your letter of 27 February to George Younger

enclosing a letter from your constituent, *
*abm Unidentified
"Flying Objects {(UFOs).

First of all, I should say that the Ministry of Defence has no
department which is appointed solely for the purpose of studying
reports of UFOs and we have no staff who are employed on the
subject full time.

The Ministry of Defence’s sole interest in these matters is to
establish whether or not reported UFOs present a threat to the
security and defence of the United Kingdom, using a judgement
based on military expertise and an analysis of the available
information. Unless we judge that they do present a threat, and
this is not normally the case, no further attempt is made to
investigate or identify the phenomena, nor could we justify the
use of defence resources for this purpose, although the reports
that we receive are referred to the appropriate staff, including
those responsible for air defence, who consider them as part cf
their normal duties.

It is clear from the reports that we receive that many strange
things have been and are being observed in the sky, although we
believe that natural phenomena such as ball lightning, satellite
debris, meteoroclogical balloons, aircraft lights, or many others
may explain many such incidents.

I hope this is helpful.

Michael Neubert

Sir John Stradling Thomas mP_
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE Y
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SWirrams”
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PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE FOR THE ARMED FORCES

D/US of S(AF)MJIN 0412 | 280 rebruary 1989

%M

Thank you for your lettergof 9 and 15 Febru which were
rompted by an approach by your constituent_

_’lsaying that a Russian satellite

descended over Lincolnshire on the night of 21,22 December 1988.

vour later letter mentioned that he believed the incident was
associated with the satellite Cosmos 1900.

Taking the subject generally, I think your constituent may £ind
it helpful if I explain that there are many pieces of old and
derelict satellites orbiting the earth, each slowly decaying and
falling inexorably back to earth. Indeed, on any one day the
satellite tracking station at RAF Fylingdales tracks
approximately 7000 items of "space junk" and of these 6 or 7
re—enter the atmosphere, disintegrating as they do so.

More specifically, your constituent asked if the sighting he
witnessed could have been Cosmos 1900. However, although I can
confirm that this particular Russian Ocean Reconnaissance
satellite did return to earth recently, I fear that your
constituent has his dates muddled as COSMOS 1900 broke up and
re—entered the atmosphere on 1 October last year. As you may
know, this particular re-entry gave rise to considerable media
interest worldwide, mainly because its ultimate fate was
uncertain. 1In the event, the satellite’s debris burnt up without
incident over the Indian Ocean, although, in common with many
other parts of the World, the debris passed over the United
Kingdom during its final orbits.*® No articles of debris were
known to have survived re-entry.

Nevertheless, as far as the night of 21/22 December is concerned,
I would like to assure‘that although a Russian satellite
did re-—enter the atmosphere, we know this to have landed in the
gsogviet Union. Furthermore, as far as we are aware no satellite
debris, Ru:isian or otherwise came down over Lincolnshire, or
indeed the Western Hemisphere at that time although it is
possible your constituent may have witnessed the tell-tale bright
light associated with the re-entering satellite as it crossed the

Edward Leigh Esg MP
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night sky. Altérnatively he may have seen one of the many

satellites in low orbit, some of which are visible as they pass
overhead.

I hope that you and your constituent will find this helpful.

Michael Neubert

© Crown Copyright
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APS/Minigterl AF
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wish
this
pass

I attach at E2 a fairly straightforward draft respomnse to Sir
Stradling Thomas' letter of 27 February 1989. However, you may
to be aware that US of S{AF) usually answers letters concerning
particular topic and as such it might be more appropriate to

it to his office for signature.
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D/Min(AF)69/89 March 1989

Thank you for your letter of 27 February to George Younger

enclosing a leftter from your constituent _

Objects (UFOs}. As this subject falls within my area of

responsibility, I have been asked to reply.

Pirst of all I think it would be helpful to say that the
Ministry of Defence has no deparitment which is appointed solely for
the purpose of studying reports of UFOs and we have no staff who are

employed on the asubject full time.

I feel it would also be beneficial if I explain that the
Ministry of Defence's sole interest in these matters is to establish
whether or not UFOs present a threat to the security and defence of
the United Kingdom, using our judgement based on military expertise
in analysing the informatiocn available ﬁo us. Unless we judge that
they do present a threat, and this is not normally the case, no
further attempt is made to investigate or identify the phenomena, nor
coﬁld we justify the use of defence resources for this purpose.
Instead, such reports as we receive, are referred to appropriate
staff including those resgponsible for air defence, who consgider them

as part of their normal duties.
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Nevertheless it is clear from the reports that we receive that
many sﬁrangé things have been and are being observed in the sky,
although we believe that natural phenomena such as ball lightning,
satellite debris as well as meteorclogical ballecons, aircraft lights

amongst many others may explain many such incidents.

I hope that your constituent will find this helpful.

Rt Hon Sir John Stradling Thomas MP
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SIR JOHN STRADLING THOMAS, M.P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

27th February 1989

™ /7
oo J@Mj e

I enclose a copy of a letter I have received from my constituent

I should be most grateful for your response to the second
question posed byi

Yours ever

[

]

Y

The Rt Hon George Younger TD MP
Secretary of State

Ministry of Defence

Main Building

Whitehall SW1l 2HB
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APS/US of S(AF) :
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I attach at EBEZ2 a fairly straightforward draft response to Edward
Leigh's letter of 9 and 15 February 1989

27 Feb 89 Seciasiz
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« D5 /5T
DRAFT
D/US of S{AF,MJN 412 February 1989 Llige s fscesd

Thank you for your letter of 9 and 15 February which were

_saying that a Russian satellite descended over

Lincolnshire on the night of 21/22 December 1988. TYour later letter
mentioned that he believed the incident was associated with the

satellite Cosmos 1900.

@

Taking the subject generally, I think your constituent may find
it helpful if I explain that there are many pieces of old and

de

]

elict satellites orbitting the earth, each slowly decaying and

by
-
and

F

alling inexorably back to earth. Indeed, on any one day the
satellite tracking station at RAF Fylingdalss tracks approximately
7000 items of "space junk"” and of these 6 or 7 re-enter the

atmosphere, disintegrating as they do so.

More specifically, your constituent asked if the sighting he
witnessed could have been Cosmos 1900. However, although I cén
confirm that this particular Russian Ocean Reconnaissance satellite
did return to earth recently, I fear that your constituent has his
dates muddled as COSMGS 1900 Broke up and re-entered the atmosphere
on 1 October last year. As you may know, this particular re-entry
gave rise to considerable media interest worldwide, mainly because
its ultimate fate was uncertain. In the event, the satellite's
debris burnt up without incident over the Indian Ocean, although, in
common with many other parts of the World, the debris passed over the

United Kingdom during its final orbits. HNo articles of debris were

known to have survived re-entry.
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Nevertheless, as far as the night of 21/22 December is
coﬁcerned, I would 1like to assure_fhaﬁ although a Russian
satellite did re-enter the atmosphere, we know this to have landsd in
the Soviet Union. Furthermore, as far as we are aware no satellite
debris, Russian or otherwise came down over Lincolanshire, or indeed
the Western Hemisphere at that time althoﬁgh it is possible your
constituent may have witnessed the tell-tale bright light associaled
with the re-eﬁtering satellite 88 1t crossed the night sky.

Alternatively he may have seen one of the many satellites in low

orbit, some of which are visible as they pass overhead.
I hope +that you and your constituent will find this helpful.
Michael Neubert

Edward Leigh Esq MP
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EDWARD LEIGH, M.P.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 7. .

LONDON SWIA 0AA | N I ST
P T
Michael Neubert Esq MP ;;g ,Mgf

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
Ministry of Defence
Main Building

Whitehall
London 8wi1
T
15 February 1989 o
y ’ ‘ 4
fa s iw A~ N : %

Further to my letter‘of 9 Februari im
» Who visited me at my surgery and

told me that a Russian Satellite had come down over
Lincolnshire! He has this week telephoned my
secretary with further information. He told her that
the space debris was cosmos 1900 -‘nuclear device’.
He wants to know where it came down and when it
Separated from the 1900 and where it is now!

My secretary asked hin whether other pecple had
commented on this - he said "I am not wasting Mr
Leigh’s time ~ other people know of this".

I have to pass this on to you as he telephoned
especially from Lincolnshire to inform me.

Yours sincerely,
N /.:-‘- s .!" » K‘\.

Edward Leigh
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EDWARD LEIGH, MP. o
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

Michael Neubert Esqg MP

parliamentary Under Secretary of State
Ministry of Defence

Main Building

Wwhitehall

London SW1

9 February 1989

i o
R § ] ~ i}

o

I have to write this letter to youl I can assure
you it seems most strange to do sol!l

2 constituent NI
EESEREGIl necar Market Rasen visited me at my SsSurg

‘last Saturday. He claims that on the night of 21/22
December a Russian Satellite came down over
Lipcolnshire. Can you comment please.
\“{Luu\

%\

'Eibkéxj

Edward Leigh

He claims that he saw ’bits

E .

o
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LOOSE MINUTE E o

N
D/SGC(AS)17/6/1 So——
18 November 1988
APS/Minister (AF)

Copy to: APS/S of S
SO/ACAS TTRgE————
b Air ofr [0 40
DPR (RAF)
Head of Sed{NATC/UK) {(C)
Sec{AS)2 ,
SRAFL( RAF Mildenhall
PQs FROM MR TEDDY TAYLOR MP
o Mr Taylor's guestions seem to relate to the recent media

speculation that the USAF "Stealth" aircraft has been exercised
in the UK {see Annex A). In fact, the F-117A has not flown
outside the United States. Any USAF plan to deploy this aircraft
to the UK would most certainly have to be cleared with MOD
Ministers. (This has been confirmed by the US Embassy and by

HQ 3AF.)

2 The draft reply at Annex B is self-explanatory.

SeciASil
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®tealth
bomber
to he /

based in
Britain

From WILLIAM LOWTHER
"in. Washington
THE -Pentagon’s
secret new fighter
bomber is to be
based in Britain.
Up to 30 of the Stealth
pianes are ultimately
expected at U.S. bases

here.

Defence scurces in -Wash-
ington believe one may be
housed in this counsry
already.

At lesst four have been
flown over remote areas of
Britain &t night. It is under-
stood that they were dismarn-
tled and shipped in crates to
avoid detection by Soviet spy
satellites.

"A senior RAF pilot is cur-
renily assigned to the U.S.
Air Force squadron (fiying
the fighters from a remote
desert base in Neveda.

Targets

Military analysts said last
night the only reason for
involving Britain so0 closely
in the most clandestine of
Pentagon -projects- was that
the plane i1s destined to use
this country &5 its take-off
peint for. Soviet -targets in
time of war. - .

The Stealth first flew in
1981 and has been ready for
¢combat since 1983 -but the
Pentagon has kept it so
secret that a first photograph
was released only this week

Although called g fighter,
the Steaith iz primarily a
strike plane that uses highly
classified technologies that
make it {nvisible to sll detee-
tion devices,

Its job " is o penetrate
enemy territory mnd desiroy
selected important targets,
such 23 command posts.

Officially known as the
Fi1l7a, the Steaith is 2 slow-
flying single-seater capable of
manoeuvres at low sltitude.

Some 52 of the angular,
black planes are in operation
and seven more will be com-
pleted by the Lockheed Corp-
oration in the next few
months.

A

% EXPRESS

NEWSLIN
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Soldier in IRA terror
attack shot by mates

AN off-duty soldier
who ran out of his
base to heip a patrol
under IRA attack
was shot by his com-
rades, it Was
disclosed yesterday.
The 23-year-oid
soldier was in plain
clothes when he went
out with his' rifle to
tackle IRA terrorists
attacking his base in
Londonderry,
Northern Ireland.

from the
of the city, part
The soldier, who has
not been named, was
hit twice by g quick.
response Army unit
and needed emer-
gency operation,
A joint police and
Army statement sajd:
"The soldier reacted

with initiative and -

Courage by taking his
Wweapon and going out

into the Creggan Road

—Z

He was mistaken for aftera number of high.
2 sniper firing on the velocity rounds had
Rosemont army base been fired at the base

i

THE INDEPENDENT

Soldier
is shot 4
by Army-

A soldier injured during an
IRA attack in Londonderry on
Thursday night was hit by shots
fired by another soldier, the
RUC said yesterday. He was
seriously ill last night.

Police said the 28-year-old
soldier was off duty when 2
number of high-velocity shots
were fired at the Rosemount
RUC-Army base, which stands
between the Bogside and
Creggan housing estates. He
{ took a gun to investigate the
source of the shots. y

He was hit twice by shots

fired by an army patrol whick
belicved it was firing on the
IRA. Police denied a claim
that the injured soldier had
been shot by the IRA.
& A university student from
West Belfast became the 22nd
person to be charged in con-
nection with the murders of
two army corporals at an [RA
funeral last March. Paul
Magee, 24, from Tullagh Park,
Andersonstown, was  re-
manded in custody.

© Crown Copyright
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, FINANCIALTIME:

Patrol shoots soidier
An.off-dugy British soldier w
seriously injured in Northern
Ireland after an army patro}
mistook him for an IRA gun-
man and shot him.

-

1/eGuardian

Soldiers shoot officer

An off-duty officer was shot anc
: seriously wounded by fellow
: soldiers in a British Army pat
: rol yesterday after they nmus

took him for a gunman whormr

thev had both been pursuing.

Pals shoot
squaddie

A YOUNG British SCE_\‘
was  seriously jll 1
night after ~ comrades
mistook him - for an

terrorist and

him TWICE. shot
The accident  happened

during a shootout be.

tween troops and ter.

ronst snipers who were

attacking a- London..

derry police station

----- a.-.t.t.-.n.-whw



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/1970/1

ANNEX B §i§,g‘ e .
qé":%? _?_(S‘/'
DRAFT LETTER FROM MINISTER(AF) TO T TAYLOR ESQ MP %%'ﬁi‘mw
I I R
o d dmee

You tabled the attached Parliamentary Questions to the
Secretar#mies of State for Transport and the Environment. As
these both seem to relate to matters which are covered by the

Ministry of Defence, I have agreed to answer them.

Taking first your guestion about “"streak" aircraft,
I assume that you are referring to the United States Air Force
F-117A "Stealth" aircraft, which has been the subject of much
media speculation. 1 can assure you that this aircraft has
not flown in the United Kingdom. Should the US authorities wish
to deploy the F-117A to this country in future, a request for

approval would be submitted to MOD Ministers in the usual way.

Turning now to your second questicn, during the past four
weeks 9 reports have been received from witnesses in the South
East of England about flying objects emitting blue lighting,

4 suggesting a particularly bright blue light. Reports
referring to blue lights are not uncommon. Indeed, in certain
meteorological conditions the bright white - sometimes strobe -
anti-collision lights on civil aircraft often appear blue on
refraction. We have no reason to suspect that these reports
indicate anything which could be considered a threat to national

security. In view of this no specific investigations to identify

© Crown Copyright
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the source of the various reports have been initiated,

are considered necessary.

I hope that this 1s helpful.

© Crown Copyright
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MINISTER OF STATE FOR
THE ARMED FORCES

LOOSE MINUTE T -

D/MIN(AF)/AH/1/1

15 Nov 88

Head of Sec(AS) A B aesord ooy
R s e e e

CODY i Kz%é: P O %&'&5& Y EG‘W% BB

APS / SofS : SACTI RS, :%\l &ng%-‘; g ik
eed o e af:saw.f‘s Lo o
g P2 T ez%‘, ’ =z;=a¢”-£?§€ﬁ$ff'ﬂ

PQs FROM MR TEDDY TAYLOR ABOUT US STEALTH AIRCRAFT E!!ﬂon40

‘H;:?H
1. We spoke about two Parliamentary Questions which Mr Teddy

Taylor has tabled. You kindly agreed to take them on.

2, I attach a copy of the one he originally tabled for the
DTp. We agreed that he probably meant "Stealth" rather than
"streak”. The other question, to which the DoE have given
a holding answer but which will be transferred to us, is as

follows: Vi B
3% Mo 48

"What reports he has received within the past four weeks
from the South East about flying objects omitting strong A
blue lighting: and if he has any information on the X
origins of the objects'.

3. These questions will have to be answered in a letter

to Mr Taylor and, in order to fit in with the Minister's travel
arrangements, I should be grateful if you could let me have

a draft by 1500 on Friday, 18 November. Please let me know

if there is any difficulty in meeting this deadline.

T

b AR L AT
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cﬁ«ffi :» E:h ,
FESAIRG )\
ii“g 'fﬁ £ R i
v W
‘%%’% .ﬁ'*’é!:
TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 1988
MR TEDDY TAYLOR (CONSERVATIVE)(SOUTHEND EAST)
111 Mr Taylor To ask the Secretary of State for

Transport, 1f he wlll make a statement
on the routes covered by the experimentzs’
Unlted States Streak alrcraft in the
United Kingdom in recent weeks; and if
any of these involved Jjourneys over the
South East of England

ANSWER

(Mr Archie Hamilton)
I have been asked to reply.

I shall write to my hon Friend.

Ministry of Defence

15 November 1988

© Crown Copyright
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ]
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON S 2HB #ﬁ,ﬁ"

\ —

Telepho b { Direct Dialling) "
Swi i1 7 snpmt
TSwitchboard) i é@fﬁ'aﬁm Pﬁ'&f’g@i

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE FOR THE ARMED FORCES

D/US of S(AF)/RNF 6123 and 6278 lq“* September 1988

D e D,

Thank you for your lettersiof 15 June and 4 July on behalf of a
pumber of your constituents, about unusual sightings witnessed in the
Stafford area during the evening of 16 May 1988.

As you may know, the Ministry of Defence receives and co-
ordinates information about Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs),
usually in the form of brief reports of the sightings which have been
passed onto us by those individuals who witnessed them. Our sole
concern is then to establish whether or not the sightings present a
threat to the security and defence of the United Kingdom. Unless we
Judge that they do, and this is not normally the case, we do not
usually attempt any further investigation.

As far as the 16 May sightings are concerned, I can confirm that
we received a number of reports from members of the public, which
appear to correspond roughly with the details given by your

- constituents and I enclose copies of these, which your constituents
may find of interest. 1In order to maintain the privacy of the report
originators, you will see that some details have been obscured.

Although as I have said above, we do not normally find it
necessary to investigate specific sightings, and could not justify
the use of scarce MOD resources to this end, I am advised by my
staff that the reported phenomenon is quite likely to be connected
with civil air traffic going into Birmingham Airport, which was
exceptionally busy at the time in question. The differing times of
the sightings could thus correspond to aircraft following a holding

William Cash Esq MP

© Crown Copyright
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pattern around the airport, and the descriptions could relate to a
modern jet aircraft. Our experience is certainly that most sightings
can be adequately explained in term of natural occurrences such as
aircraft ohserved at unusual angles, satellite debris, meteorological
balloons to mention just a few.

I hope you and your constituents will find this helpful.

l MMM’/E" ‘L'L {L-’/L‘aﬁ'] L h&.——ﬁ\qn——-\; L-v{f L—-O\e—e, '*\vw
Witer T ot

W

Do o

Roger Freeman

Encl:
UFOQ Reports

© Crown Copyright
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.. DRAFT
D/US of S(AF)/RNF 612% and 6278 September 1988

Thank you for your letter of 15 June and 4 July on behzlf of a
number of your constituents, about unusual sightings witnessed in the

Stafford area during the evening of 16 May 1988.

As you may know, the Ministry of Defence receives and co-
ordinates information about Unidentified Flying Objects (UF0s),
usually in the form of brief reports of the sightings which have been
passed onto us by those individuals who witnessed them. Our sole
concern is then to establish whether or not the sightings present a
threat to the security and defence of the United Kingdom. Unless we
judge that they do, and this is not normally the case, we do not

usually attempt any further investigation.

As far as the 16 May sightings are concerned, I can confirm that
we received a number of reports from members of the public, which
appear to correspond roughly with the details given by your
constituents and I énclose copies of these, which your constituents
may find of interest. In order to maintain the privacy of the report

originators, you will see that some details have been obscured.

Although as I have said above, we do not normally find it
necessary to investigate specific sightings, and could not justify
the uase of scarce MOD resources to this end. I am advised by my

staff - that the reported phenomenon is quite likely to be connected

© Crown Copyright
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with civil air traffic going into Birmingham Airport, which was
exceptionally busy at the time in question. The differing times of
the sightings could thus correspond to aircraft following a holding
pattern around the airport, and the descriptions could relate to a
modern jet aircraft. Our experience is certainly that most sightings
can be adequately explained in term of natural occurrences such as
aircraft observed at unusual angles, satellite debris, meteorological

balloons to mention just a few.

I hope you and your congtituents will find this helpful.

Roger Freeman

William Cash Esq MP

Enecl:

UFO Reports

© Crown Copyright
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APS/US of S(AF)

I attach at E2 a self explanatory draft response to William Cash's
letter of 15 June 1988. I also enclose copies of the sighting
reports we received that relate to the details given by Mr Cash's
constituents, which US of S(AF) may wish to send with his reply.
In line with our usual pclicy of maintaining the privacy of the
report originators, identifying detaills have been obscured.

);L September 1988

SeCIASi,B
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D/US of S{AF)/RNF 6123 and September 1988

Thank you for your letter of 15 June on behalf of a number of

your constituents, conc

-y

ot

ning unusual sightings witnessed in the

L4
-

Stafford area during the evening of 16 May 1988.

Ag you may know, the Ministry of Defence receives and co-
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nates information abeout Unidentified Flying OUbliects {(UFOs)
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usually in the form of brief reports of the sightings which have b
pasged onto us by those individuals who witnessed them. Cur sole

concern is8 then to establish whether or not the sightings present
threat to the security and defence of the United Kingdom. Inless
judge that they do, and this is not normally the case, we d0 nos

é,.J -

ungually attenpt any further
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As far as the 16 May sightings are concerned, 1 can confirm ¢
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we received a number of repnris from members of the public,

fih]

appear to correspond roughly with the detaills given by your

constituents and I enclose copies of these, which your constituent

may find of interest. In order +t0o maintain the rivac of the reporx
Yy

originators, you will see that some details have been obscured.

Although as I have said above, we do noit normally find it
necesgary to investigate specific sightings, and could net justify
the use of scarce MOD resources to this end, I am advised by my

i GO

staff that the reported phenomenon is quite

© Crown Copyright

vy

—

pat

5

s

bt

f ol

likely to be connected


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/1970/1

with ecivil air ftraffic going into Birmingham Airport, which was
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the sightings could thus corresypon
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to asireraft following a holding

patitern around the airport, and the descriptions could relate to &
modern jet aircraft. Our experience is certainly that most sighting

can be adequately expilained in term of natural occurrences such as
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to mention Just a few.
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L hope you asnd your constituents will find thisg halpful.
. ¢
w fo ot o o0 Y oy
ROEger freaman
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WILLIAM CASH, M.P.

B a1 -

HOUSE OF COMMON
LONDON SWIA OAA

-:‘
i

| { ﬁ-"x./ gk 4:?&[;?7/

T enclose some eye witness reports
on the question of the unidentified flying
objects in the vicinity nf Stafford which
you may wish to consider when replying to
my letter to you on this matter.

e

Roger Freeman, Esg., MP

Under Secretary of State for
the Armed Forces

Ministry of Defence

Main Building ﬁgﬁﬁ

Whitehall w49

London SW1A 2HB dg&\“
o\
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.O. / * MR B. CASH. MP.
o CASTLE STREET,

STAFFORD.

L s >
g

Dear Sir, ’ y
I am writing irr reply to the plea im the Newsletter regarding the object%%mwﬁﬁw
seen im the sky on approximately 16 May this year.I too saw this object

for a good four minutes from start to finish.

My house is situated at the front of
unrestricted view over Moss Pitt,Highfields and across to the castle.
Sitting by my lounge window, [ observed two bright lights at approximately
9.40pm approaching from the Actor Trussell / Penkridge direction.At first
my thoughts werw of a low flying plane,(very low)with lights on the wings
coming towsrdg my direction.'lhe lights were at first horizontal to each
other but afier about one minute they very steadily moved in an arc from
horizontal to vertical and then climbed up verticaly.(see sketch)

ing this 1 was intrig led as to what manceuvre this "plane?" was

ot C':.‘
oo
i
2o
D

aking and wanted to get a better view.I walked out on to the lawn and

after a further minute or so the two bright lights started to dim,I could
see ithe object was to come overhead.By now I could maske out numerous

— coloured lights but no shape.As it flew overhead T started to make out
twe perfect triangles,but in line not one over the other as stated in
the ﬁé*alet+ﬁr.“0wavuk,tﬂe tights were as siated but still none flashing
as conventional lights do o alrcrzft.There was socund but very very faint,
The Sound was of a very high aircraft,30 -~ 40 thousand feet but the -~
obliect was nowners near this sititucs,if it was it weuld have been very
big.
It moved overnhead in the direction ¢f Baswich House and out of view.
I cannot beggin to explaim what it was bul I know of no plane that can
manoeuvre in this manner at such a slow speed.The iriangles were egual
in size and the distance apart did net fluctuatie 2t 2all,If it had not
been in the air I would have said that it could not fly at all,

A real eye opener, leis hove for more? I hope this has been of some use
to you,
2, LIGHTS Bim, o8IECT 3. ovatuead  vig)
MoNES OGVELREWY
Towatds  Rinaase, o
‘; DTSN oF TiLAvIL .
: &
0
g
1, o
Tioo Lif&uTsS Coeme 5
TowsdDe mvfﬁmﬁcmo@“ﬁ
o
c o=
i
s ot Zant
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She was menticoned in one of the Newsletter articles. Bhe was
standing in a front garden with 5 other people and the objects
were seen in a northerly direction over the town. They were below
the height that a microlight would fly. There was no noise.

They moved slowly towards them and then banked round. She said a
normal plane would not have banked in the same way. She phoned
Shawbury RAF Station who told her that there were no movements

that they knew of.

Not a constituent.

9.45 pm was in the garden and saw two lights in the shape of a
cross. There was no noise and they came over where she lives

in went off in the direction of Uttoxeter. ©She ran into the house
tc phone her sister and when she came out again they had gone.

@-knows ner and says she 1s perfectly sane. he was out
walking with her son in law who is a policeman at 9.30. It looked
like 2 headlights coming towards them, no sound. When it came
overhead there was a mass 0O

f lights underneath. Moved very slowly
Q;

ir lounge approx 10pm. Suddenly saw Two
ing from the south, which then turned
d. They were at about 5,000 ft, close

They were sitting in the
delta shaped objects com
southeast before Staffor
topgether and silewmt.

a

© Crown Copyright
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WILLIAM CASH, M.P.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

15 June 1988

I have been requested to write to you by constituents of
mine regarding reports in my constituency of sightings of
unidentified objects and lights in the vicinity of Stafford on
16th May at 2.45 pm.

I have Tto confess to being highly sceptical about UFOs but
apparently a number of people who saw these things were very
emphatic and, therefore, 1 feel it is right to raise this matter
with you.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yo, 2

Roger Freeman, Esg., MP
Under Secretary of State for
the Armed Forces |
Ministry of Defence -
Main Building : ! ?K\
N

Whitehall -V {’ﬁ
London SW1A Z2HB @ﬁé” \{0\\0
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 8,
f%%“ ﬁ:ﬁfﬁ
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SWiA2HE"™ [
f

N g
Telephn‘........,_. {Dirsct Dialling)
_ {Switchboard) '

Yo ™M June 1988

I was sorry to learn that _was disheartened by my earlier
- reply, although I believe that it explained the Ministry of -
Defence's position and the extent of our interest in UFOs quite

clearly.

EEETNEGEI <:id that he failed to elicit replies from MOD officials

about specific incidents.

T am afraid that we can find no record of

any previous communications from EECISIRIGMEE (cther than his earlier
letter to you). My officials do however correspond with a number of
UF0 Groups fairly regularly and should FESIONCHIEEE require any
further assistance, within the proviscs given in my letter of 9
March, he should write to the following address:

Ministry of Defence

Sec(AS)2a
Room 40

Whitehall SW’

A 2HB

I hope you will find this helpful.

Martin 0'Neill Esg MP

Ltvm44t i N

Noae.

Roger Freeman

© Crown Copyright
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APS /US of S({AP)

I attach at E4 a self explanatory draft response to
Martin O' Neill's letter of 13 April 1988.

Tine 8€
o wne OO

G

© Crown Copyright
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*D14/52

DRAFT

.
2 el
e

D/US of S{AF)/RUF 4651 June 1988

b d

Thank you for your letter of 13 April enclosing a further letter

Objects.

I was sorry to liegarn that _was disheartened by ny

gearlier reply, although [ believe that it explained the Ministry of
Defence’' s position and the sxtent of our intsrest in UFOs quite

clearly.

o
b
by
L]
&)
£

Turning to his suggestiouns that he failed %o elicit repli

ny officials regarding specific incidents, I am afraid that we can

find no record of any previocus communication from_

than his sarlier letter tc¢ you). My officials do however correspond

with a number of UFQ Groups fairly regularly and should_

require any further assistance, within the provisos given in ny

Paam S

other

letter of 9 Earch?he should write to the following address:

Ministry of Defence

Sec(A8)2a

Main Building
Whitehall SW1A ZHE

T hope you will find this helpful.

[PS. Perhaps you would nlso explain my credentials to_.

© Crown Copyright
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FROM: MARTIN O'NEILL, M.

, |
| Wi

T,
i, o
’.%m s m_,;;.-:-f

HOUSE OF COMMONS T 7 !
LONDON SWIA OAA b | e
3'? ] f“r;f _-ff f s Ty /
13th April 1988 P S
o §
ég CM‘; ! w“““ o §
Dear Roger, uﬁ _

UFrQo sightings.

I should be most grateful if you could give consideration Al the
further points which have been raised so that I may send your

Yours sincerely,
i

kthwa&J:ﬂ“&%i

Martin O0'Neill

Mr. Roger Freeman, MP,
Parliamentayry Secretary,
Ministry of Defence,
Main. Bulldlng,
_ Whitehall,
% Lond0ﬂ SWT

© Crown Copyright
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“We must seek to answer
that which at present
gludes us.”

2Is8t Marcn 1988,

Dear Martin,

T thought I would write io you and thank you for taking the time 0 sesek furiher
Information relating to Ur0 Sightings in the U.K. from the Minisiry 0f Defence,.
I received your letter and enclosed letier from a Mr Roger Freeman, Do you

nappen to know who exactly this Mr Freeman is ? I8 he a MOD spokesman or what ?

Tma letter was somewhat dishearhing, and it contained the usual remarks issued
from the MOD. Aonestly Martin, myselfl and many oihers included, do know, and
evidence has been forthcoming, that the MOD do take this %erlouQ?v and do have
researchers Investigatling cerialin cases. Their statement that, " we only
nvestigzate U¥O cases if they prove a threat to the defence of the realm", is

true To a point. But they I research a lot more Iurther than that.

4 glaring contradiction was seen in Mr Freeman's letter when he mv“tloned (quote),

twe are thus abvle to respond to specific reguests from individuals or UFO
societies about pavticu ar incidents, and to offer them such information as we
have on tnese incidents", (unquoue;. Im afraid this is not so. For I have
tried time and time agaln to seek Informaiion on a particular case, and they
did not even have the courtesy to reply; (this is why I contacted you).

1+ looks now though, as if we, (UFO Groups) i1l have to wait the zlloted time
to 1997, in which all these records (I hope so), will become available, Maybe
then we can begin to grasp an understanding on what is being reported Lhroughout
the skies of our world. And maybe then we can give answers to ithe many
puzzeled people from all walks of life and nationalities, who have reporied
these things.

i woald ask Martin for you to return all the documents I gave you, and alsoc the

book, 'UFO Conspiracy' of which I loaned you to familiarise yourself with the
data. Could you see to this ¥

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/1970/1

¥y Finally. SpI extend their great felt appreciation
time to assist in this matter. Some may think that its all
they said that about other people wno were trying to uncover
things in, medicine, early flight, early T.V. & Radio, DSpace
Man can only uncover things if he sesks them. For tc think
uncovered or explained everything, would be foolish.

for you taking the
nonsense, but
mysteries behind
Exploration, etc etc.
that man has

There are still many wonders out there but of which we may not as yet have the
e .

technology to uncover, The search must go on.

Trank you again.

Yours Sincerely,

President SPI,
& BUFORL RIC Scotland.

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/1970/1

n 40, __ . ;ﬁ

s b Eroafin Bis DOVALS N fis o SS}:@
Pl oy AT ﬁm@{ é*—%rw*w? %Jw@, J,{ ﬁ'ﬁ -

AV R S e il

Ry 4
atin

in Dot w,,:;? b ﬁ&&}ﬁm o Bangd SEE Py P ‘SeCtlon 40
ion 40 KT *Mﬁ'@* &? &4 \iﬁ y ; + ' s CLEALA
%ﬁxgﬁ%é ’Z’ ?m” %ﬁj ........ e . ‘ j

\Seotlon 40\ A

| i oa Coodlad)

T‘Q} s lf"‘i'kj}

At

- %ii@gf DALl

ot M‘%ﬁ,\ﬁ P

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/1970/1

gﬁ“j*‘r e ST
C— 77 Aty
FERGY
MW, ¢
e s
. '{ g o ] # gt !wa%
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE il i%’#’:ﬁsﬁh;

MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

Telepho ]m”mthwe01[Maan)
Switchboard)
PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR THE ARMED FORCES
D/U3 of S(AF)/RNF 5084 | - "3?h April 1988

BLA«- O\o\.u.!n,
Thank you for your letter of 10 February 1988 %o Tinm Sainsbur

in : stituent
about Unidentified Flying
Objects(UFO0s,). As this subject falls within my area of

responsibility, I am replying.

First of all I would like to assure that there is no
question of the Government attempting to hide any information about
UFOs from the general public, or participating in & "worldwide
‘econspiracy” to this end.

I think it would be helpful to* if I explain that the
Ministry of Defence's sole interest in ese matiters 1s to establish
whether or not UFOs present a threat to the security and defence of
the United Kingdom, using our judgement based on military expertise
in analysing the information available to us. Unless we judge that
they do present a threat, and this is not normally the case, no
further attempt is made to investigate or identify the phenomena, nor
could we Justify the use of defence resources for this purpose.
Instead, such UFO reports as we receive, are referred to appropriate
staff including those responsible for intelligence matters and air
defence, who consider them as part of their normal duties.

This enables us to respond to specific requests from individuals
or UFQ Societies about particular incidents, by offering whatever
information we have on those incidents, but we do not however have
the resources to respond to more general enquiries or to undertake
surveys of UFQO data.

We are of course aware of the views of UFO societies and others
which are often given prominence in the media, but our own experience
suggests that rational explanations could probably be found for most
UFO sightings, and that natural phenomena such as ball lightning,
unnusual cloud formations, satellite debris re-entering the earth's

The Hon Sir Charles Morrisoun, MP

© Crown Copyright
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atmosphere as well as meteorological balloons and aircraft lights may
explain many such incidents. I can certainly assure you that we have
no evidence whatsoever to suggest that intelligent life from outer

space or alien spacecrafi{ have landed on our planet.

It would not of course be appropriate for me to comment on the
official US position with regard to UFOs although I suspect it is in
fact similar to our own. I hope your constiftuent will find this

helpful.

l’lm” e
k»

Roger Freeman
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Mr, CHARLES MORRISON M.P.
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, n
WESTMINSTER,

LONDON.

Dear Sir,

T have heen wondaring recently how long it will be before the

. . - e s e BY W 75 et Aperd £ €4 o T <
Goverrnment makes a public announcement concerning U F,U s, (Unidentified Fly
ing Obiects).

Por years now sightings have been reported in ine newspapers and
on television and yet all we have had is silence from our governing body.

It seems strange that this should be S0y , o

Could the truth be that the Government has already documented
arcof concerning the existence of U.¥.0's, and hence prool thal our planet is
> > - - e SR . » ‘ﬂ‘l Fad ~ ”~
being regularly visited by intelligent 1ife from outer space?

- = = . N i - > < . » s .
Tf this is sc I believe that we ithe public have the rignt 1o know,
+ % - Mt AL A e moeyay i o~y otn ke us in trea rqgw"};?

Ts there a worldwlde cCnsplracy 1€ Keep Us 1n wne Garkd

Would the population really panic if they found out the truih?

Trn America peopie who have persisted with their claima of sightings
ard meeiings have been visited and teld to keep guiet.

Wry?

what is the real truth behind the U.F.C., signtings?

Are they from ouler space or, is there a more sinister explanation?

Thankyou for finding time to read this letter.

T would be most gratefnl if you could find time to reply.

Yours falthluliy

© Crown Copyright
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

Teieph ‘ ............ {Dirsct Dialling)
{Switchboard]

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE FOR THE ARMED FORCES

D/US of S{AF)/RNF 4651 AM  March 1988

b’(ﬁvv Mab\ivm,

Thank you for your letter of 2 December 1987, prompted by an
approach from the Scottish UFO Society. I am sorry for the delay in
replying.

I have no reason to doubt that your informanis are correct in
saying that a great deal of information on UFQs is available in the
United States under their Freedom of Information Act. In the UK
however, as Viscount Long explained on 4 March 1982 (Hansard: House
of Lords columns 1370/1371), records are only available from 1967,
and, in common with all other Government records of that period will,
under the Public Records Act, remain closed from publiec viewing untll
at least 1997, ie 30 years later.

I can also confirm that the sole interest of the MOD in these
matters is to establish whether or not UFOs present a threat to the
security and defence of the United Kingdom using our judgement based
on military expertise in analysing the imformation available to us.
Unlese we Jjudge that they do present a threat, and this is not
normally the case, no attempt is made by the MOD to investigate or
identify the objects and we could mot justify the appointment of
trained observers as you suggest. Instead such UFO reports as we
receive ‘are referred to appropriate staff including those responsible
for intelligence matters and air defence, who consider the reports as
part of their normal duties.

We are thus able to respond to specific requests from
individuals or UFO Societies about particular incidents, and to offer
them such information as we have on those incidents. We do not
however have the resources to respond to more general engquiries or to
undertake surveys of UFQ data.

I hope you and the Scoittish UF0 Society will find this helpful.

(SPUPREPRS

Mo

Roger Ffreeman
Martin O0'Neill Esq MP

© Crown Copyright
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2nd December 1987
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Dear Roger,
I have been approached by the BScottish U.F.0. Scciety.

I have ©Dbeen informed that a great deal of data on this
subject is available in the United States through the Freedon

- of Information legislation operating there. - However, I am

told that very little is made public of data gathered. in
Britain and therefore I should be most interested to know if
you wWould be prepared to expand on replies given on the 25th
January 1984, Col. 1370!71 in the House of G&mman% Lamerels | T

My constiﬁﬁénts would also be.lﬁtehested to knOW‘what plans
the Government has to appoint trained observers to
1nvest1gate the se matters. :

Yours sincerely,

. “Mr. Roger Freeman, MP,
~ Parliamentary Secratary
~ Ministry of Defence,
" Main Building,;
¥ .Whitehall, |
. London SW1 2HB.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ‘
'MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

Teleph- ............ {Direct Dialting)
- (Switchboard)
PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR THE ARMED FORCES , *

D/US of S(AF)/RNF 3723 ) 3”’L Se.ptem'ber 1887

| b-w’v gma - L

Thank an Stewart of 3 August with the
enclosed fronm I am sorry
that did mot receive a reply to his letter to DIS5 of

7 June and hope he will accept this as a reply to both.

I think it would be nelpful if I explain first that whilst we
do receive and co-ordinate information about UFO sightings, the main
concern of the Ministry of Defence is to determine whether or not
Unidentified Flying Objects (UF0s) present a threat to the security
and defence of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do, and
this is not normally the case, no attempt is made by MOD to investi-
gate or identify the objects. Information we have is therefore
1imited to the brief details of the sightings which are passed on to
us by those who witnessed then. After receiving the reports, we pass
them to the MOD staff who are responsible for fhe air defence of the
United Kingdom, and they examine the reporits as part of their normal
duties but do not undertake any further investigations or general
SUrveys.

As for_requests for information about the so

called operation Majestic 12, I am afraid the only information we
have on this subject is that provided to us by g and
contained in book and related press articles. If the
operation exists it would appear to have been a US national one, of
which we in the UK had no knowledge. 1 can therefore only suggest
that if _wishes to find out more on this subject, he should
contact the American Authorities through the Information Section of
the US Embassy in London.

I am sorry that I cannot be more helpful.

Yoran e

PR

- Roger Freeman

Stan Crowther Esq MP
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investligate o ntify the cebjsets. Information we have is
therefore limited %o the brief detailz of ithe sightings which ars
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If the operstion existed, 1%t would appesr %o have besp s US national
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contact the Amnericen suthorities through the Information Seetion of
the US Embassy in London.
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FROM: THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH "PROJECT O.R.I.O.N."

TO0: MR GEORGE YOUNGER DEFENCE SECRETARY

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, WHITEHALL

8th June 1987

SUBJECT: MAJESTIC TWELVE (MJ12)

SOURCE: The Observer ~ Sunday 3lst May 1987

Dear Mr Younger,

In respect of the above named subject & source.

Many members of the general public viewed this article with interest. Many were of

course extremely disturbed.

Is there any truth in the matter, and has the Ministry of Defence any knowledge of

such an organisation. Several members of PROJECT O.R.I.0.N. have indeed seen such

documentation acquired by_ There is much evidence to suggest the

papers are authentic and revealing.

1f these documents are genuine, they would suggest that a covert operation was in
hand to conceal the existance of dead alien bodies, and an advanced craft, from the
public in America. Since this is the case, it would suggest that perhaps Winston

Churchill had at least some facts kept from him.

We feel it is in order for the British Government to comment upon this information.

An explanation or denial would be in order.

MAJESTIC 12, is a very real organisation, which probably exists under another code name,

perhaps '54-12", Can you assist in any way?

Ref., §03/87
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f, Etion 40
¢ e
n2
APS/US o
through
1. I attach & draft reply to Mr Crowther HMP.

2. Although ¥Mr Crowther's constituent, _ has not
written to us before, the organisation he represents, the Yorkshire

UF0 Society (YUF0S), is well known to us. g asks about

"Majestic 12" an allegedly secret US operation informing US

presidents of UFQO activity. We have now had a number of inquiries

about Majestic 12, which was referred to in his book, "Above Top ‘
Secret”, published recently by UFO writer Timothy Good and picked up 2
in the UK national press a few months ago (example at Ei/2 ).

According ’cm}le Majestic 12 documenis were obtained from the
US using the US Freedom of Information Act.

3. Neither we nor DISS were aware of Majestic 12 until it was
raised by ufologists, and we had not previously seen the "Us
documents” which nclosed. Nor do we know if they are
genuine or not. If they are the operation would sppear to be a US
national operation, which the UK would not necesaarily know about.
We can therefore only suggest that if wishes %0 find out
more on Majestic-12, hé should contact the Americans through the
Information Secition at the US Embassy in London. The FCO have been
consulted and are content with this line.

;&EAug 87
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* #
DRAFT {{opdpaves]
D/US of S(AF}/REF 3723 | September 1987

Thank you for your letter to Ian Stewart of 3 August with the

tha_‘s_&iﬁ not receive a reply to hig letter to D155 of

7 June and hope he will accept this as a reply to both.

T +hink it would be helpful if I explain first that whilst we
do receive and co-ordinate information about UFO sightings, the main
concern of the Hinistry of'ﬂéfence ig to determine whether or notl
Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) present a threat to the security
and defence of the United Xingdom. TUnless we judge that they do, and
thiﬁ is not normally the case, no attenpt is made by MOD to investi-
gata-br identify the objects. Information we have is therefore
1imited to the brief details of the sightings which are passed on to
us by those who witnessed them. After receiving the reports, we pass
them to %the ¥0D staff who are responsible for the alr defence of the
United Kingdom, end they examine the reports aavéart of their normsl
duties but do not undertake any fufther investigations o genera.

suUrveys.

As for _r@questa for information about the so

called operation Majestic 12, I am afraid the only information we

have on %this subject is that provided %o us “ny_ﬂand
contained in _‘book and related press articles. If the

operation exists it would appear to have been a US national one, of

which we in the UK had no knowledge. I can therefore only suggest
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that 1t CECNEGN «ishes to find out more on this subject, he should

contact the American Authorities through the Information Section of

the US Embassy in London.
I am sorry that I cannot be more helpful.

Roger Freeman

Stan Crowther Esq MP

Job Eo 2ai1-18
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HOUSE OF COMMONS Liad /X/ /
LONDON SWIA OAA L Vi
’ u“"*\‘n, a0 :ﬂw"ﬁ”ﬁﬂ,‘(
Mr Ian Stewart MP,
Minister of State
for the Armed Forces,
Ministry of Defence,
Main Building,
Whitehall,
London SW1 ZHB.
3 August 1987
g{’ﬁ«" gﬁw"
1 should be pleased to.
have your comments on +he enclosed correspon-
dence from my congtituent,
T must confess I do not
really know how seriously to take it.
U}@ﬁ' At A ,ﬁ?
Stan Crowther

¢.ea¢k"u¢acus-st"l"o-u s 5 &

PSLOUD ’p( > U%LV/ ~) "Szcc&%}z

| y

The attached letter from . ;E;éTﬁﬁ}u..(;mﬁ} ,?@?g,ﬁng?>

to Minister of State (AF), is forwarded for your action

and reply direct as necessary.

This correspondence has not been acknowledged.

for APS/Minister of State (AF)

CExt M40 (AT

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference DEFE 24/1970/1

FOUNDED IN'1987

THE JOURNAL OF UFQ IRV MM%M?%@ N

A PRIVATE Q%GNW}’R{}} T MAKING ORCANISATION

My Stan Crowther. -
c/0 The Houses Of Parliament. VETrSeas Liailsen
London. '

19th June I987.

Eong

E :
O
L A S

subiect: MAJESTIC I2.

near Mr Crowther,

miret off all let me introduce myself, my name i: EESISIRIIEEE @ 2« the

oversens Liaison Officer for the Yorkshire UFO o clety & Quesst Magazine.

ynder the working title of "Project Orion”, I recently wrote to an MoD depart-
ment known ag DISS, [Defence Intelegence). Unfortunately, I have vet +o receive

a reply from them,

Majestic I2 came into being on the orders of President Trueman in I947, after
the recovery of a crashed Alien craft in the New Mexicdé desert in ’é?. This
Above Top Secret orgainiszation has obviousley continued itts research into the
study of the UFO pﬁaﬁgmeha {see tachﬂ&nt 010280), this information has subseqgu-
ently come under the scrutiny of various U.S & UK researchers, plus Admiral
Lord Hill Norten { cheif of Befence staff 1971 - 73) and evidence suggests they
could well be genuine. Therefore ong can only presume that the MoD (AS2- Alr
ataff 2, DI85 - Defence Intelegence) must have at least some knowledge on this

major develorment.

Tn a letter to a former Investigator for this orgainisation, Michael Hesseltine
{former Defence Becoretary) rerlide to Merlin Reese on 3rd November I983, that |
“ Ther§'ir not a grain of truth in the allegations that there has been a cover-
up about alleged UFC r~ichting=".

It ir then, very disturbine to know that AS?2 appears to have no knowlege of U.S
intelegence rerearch into this phenomena. As your are my M.P, I would likevou,

}%3Q%5hﬁﬁﬁ”w%lﬁ¢ﬁ%iﬁ??”
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£ 3

on beualf of the Yorkshire UFO Society / Quest magazine (the official ublie
cation of YUF0S) and the civilian pepulation of the UK and Northen Ireland, *o
raise questions at the highest level in parliament, regarding 'Majesﬁic 12},
and the obvious lack of knowlege by nur own MoD, regarding the DATA, RESEARCH
AND ANALYSIS under the supreme command of the president/s, which was, (8nd still

is)being carried cut on UFO rthenomena.

The Executive Committee of the Yorkshire UFO Socilety and QUEST magazine,would
be willing to meet you (and we urge that vou accept the offer) to show and
di=splay some ITI AROVE TOP SECRET documents acauired from an intellegence source

in the U.S. regarding the opoeration known as " MAJESTTC T2W,

vt
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Yours Falthfully,

Overseas Lialson Officer
Profect ORION. ‘
The Yorkshire UFQ Scclety / oOueat magazine.

enclosed: (3

¥

one ohotocopry of the Obhsarver article,
vhotocooy of letter sent to DISS.

iy,
4

one photocovy of 'MAJESTIC I2 document {code Y.R.D. JI0050)
£ 'MAJESTIC IZ document ({code Y.R.D. oI0280)

g iy

- b4

g s Simagelt g
o
b8
it

one vhotocony of
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G TETL N o . v T LT Lo Sl ey PR ]
A ADMy THE OVERSEAS DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH "PROJECT O.R.I.OUN.S

7th June 1987

TATROT TRIT OO . x e -
SOURCE:  THE GBSERVEBE -~ Sundav 3ist May 1087

Dear Sir/Msdam,

o

We have been informed that this department (DI-535) deals with UFD reports and similar type

of phenomena,

wWe viewed the enclosed article with prest intersst and perhaps feel you may have some
knowledge of MJ1Z. If this is the case, then perhaps you could supply information on this
very unusual matter. We feel it is in the publics interest that 21l UFD related material

W — - ) T PV o Rl et % i
should be released,. thus PROJECT ORION considers the Observer report unique in respect of

if the Observer report is to be believed, then the worlds most power¥ul government, has

indeed recovered an allen craft containing ultrs gdvanced technology,

We asre currently running checks with variess militery depesrtments regarding the existance

T

of Brivish interest in respsct of MAJESTIO TWELVE,

I look forvard to receiving vour reply in the naar future,

£ f&ll

Y
[
¥
".)-‘

Yours ¥s

g

Ref, @32/87
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you've read enough about the election, here’'s news

BODIES of four *ahens” from 2
crashicd U0 (unidentsfied {lying
phiectd were recovered dnd exa-
med by a0 special Aenicsn
Govertunent eam 38 years aga,
sccording o a topesect Pdoous
ment’ oheaned by @ Buidsh
reswarvher.

A bitter debate 18 pow hikely -

des chogy g UEO experts aver the
exntenive of 3 grysicrious Cotnce,
code-nained Maedic- 12, which s
supposed 10 have examuied  the
whens,

T e huphily closalied bischag paper
Clanms that the then head of the CIA,
Adtimnral Romorse Hillenhooitor, rupor-
ted that " although these vreatures e
huitass-bke sn appearance, the biolo-
gival and evolshonaty  procoses
copratmable for ther developaend
have apparently boen quite diflerent
trum thise ubserved of pastulated
hamio sapienis.”

The dovument, whwh has been
showh 1o The Observer by Trmothy
Guod, Broam's lewhng UEQ
sescarchier, purports 1o b a boching
papet fot President-eleat Euenhower
on  Upenation Maospo- 12 abo
know i oas Mi-12

b hus beok, “Above Top bSedrets
The Worldwnle U1 Cover-upy,’ 1o
b pubinhicd by dgwick & Jackson
o0 Juty, M Gousd claus that MJ-12
was 2 comuoitee ol semor US ofhioals
which mveshigated and then coveied

up news of fiying saucer crashes,

Other UFQ experts believe the
story vould be 2 hoax nvolving the
planing of a fuke supporimg Whie
House memo i the bies of Al Foree
Lidelligence and then geiting the
National  Archives  oflicially 1o
declasuly & forged document.

The Eisenhower brichng paper,
Jdated 18 November, 1952, clasms the
MI-12 comunttee haid been sel up hy
by predecessor, Prostdent Truman,
on 24 September, P97, as 3 Twp
witet pescich and  developineat/
miviligenue  Op<ralion Tesx asthle”
direcily and ouly 10 the President of
the Uneted States.’

The dicument reports that on 24
June 1947, ihsceshaped arcaalt’
were siphted i the United States.

‘Lide was Jearned  about the
objects until o Jocal rancher repariod
thal voe had aashed 0 a remote
segion of New Mexico, abaut 75 miles
rion th-west of Roswell Army Air Base
{uow Walker Faeld). S

“Uia 7 July 1947, @ secret operation
was begun o assure fecovery of the
wreckape of ths obpect fos sewentific
study. During the gnune uf this
operabon, seial redutissinee das-
covercd that four siall human-like
beings had apparently ciedted from
e wsft al seme powt belore #
cxphated. These had falien ¢arth
about two nitles vast of the wreckage
sie.’

S

by MARTIN BAILEY

According o the boiefing paper:
‘AN Juur were  dead and  badly
decompused doe to scton by preda-
tors and exposure 1o the clements
during the approximately one wiek of
time which had elapsed telore thes
distovery.

<A cuvert analytical effort resubied
& prolimiiary  Consensus {i9
September 1947) that the s way
mest Jikely a short-range fecon-
muissanve ol L.

The Majestie-12 Group remains of
the usanimous epton hat sl
nop ol the strictest secwiily
precantions shoubd continue withuut
interruption  inte  the ncw
Adinmstration.”

WARAIRGY Tris 18 a TO¥ SBCEET

et e i

- Eias (BLT document

Inquiries by The Observer at the
Nationzl Archives, the archives of
former Presidents Truman  and
Eisenhower, and the National Secur-
iy Counal  srchives, have been
unsble 10 suthenticate the brefing
paper. They all say that exiensive
seurches have faled 1o locate copies of
the document. ,

There is, buwever, new evidence
from the [ies of US Intelligence that
a secrel group called MJ-12 did exist.
This is 2 White House memorandum
o Genvral Twining inforinng m
shout an *MI-127 briehng  for
Frosident Eisenhower. o wak
declassifizd on 12 January 1987,

The White House memorandum
was  described by the Nauonal

cunlainlng

cosprtarnieiieed inforasiioh gsammiial 14 the asntional aecurity

o7 the United Ntatesz, EFES oYY ACCESS to the wataviel hereln

sassing Helesile-17 clrarance

JFo Tt i
S

T ] i _tr orafl

threae Yoales for atuly.

,
s

e4 poR

] il e

JF .ﬁ?ﬂ% .W.r mﬁq macf. ¥
*heas Brd Tmllen to &s7ih ahout two ®iles wvast af the wreginge
sita. Al four were deund and ¥
Ly predators and exposulé to th
1nately ons werk tlos peatod =h

adly decumpinsd du 10 metion
s 2iemenis Quring ths AppENE~
1rh had eleosed pefore thelr

Glocovery. @& special edlenitfio Rsam touk charee oF resoving
{3es Attavhment %) The wisckage

vz
1o

Extract from the Majestlc-12° document.’

.?ﬁw?ﬁyﬁs%ﬁwt.uﬁéaﬁﬁﬁn
docwoent,’ ; ‘

Archivist Joruns Willamsin said
* 1t was found in the files of the US Aur
Force's Director of Intelligence and 1
certainly genwne, but we have found
no minutes of the M]-12 meeting,
which was scheduled Tor just two days
fater. it & very surprsing that there
are 0o oiher papens uon MJ-12, sod we
have no wies what it was,’

If the White House memorsndum

i genuine, thiy proves the exisienct

of 2n 8] -12 group whose responsibil-
ity could have covered UFOs. Ths

would then strengtben Mr Good’s

view that there was & cover-up of ihe
discovery of deed sliens, Hewever,

US UFD writer Mr Bary Greenwood
has rased RO intNguIng  Queston

suggesting that there could have beea
& very suphsucated lrid.

“There are some tungs that look

wrong with the Wiite House mema.
For example, i is unsigned. B o just
possibile that it was manulsctused by
someone  wanimg lo prove  ihe
existence of MJ-12 and thea mseried
into Air Foror Intelligence sevords
which had recently been opened up 1o
the public.

*The hosxer could then have
crdered 8 copy from the Natonal
Archives which would curry the
official declassdication stamp. MJ-12
miy well have ensied but more
research i needed 10 authenticate tbe
documents,” he sad, ‘
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