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Nozerinize catdirmagq isterdik ki, Belgikanin genis oxucu kutlesine malik
olan “EurActiv” xeber portalinda ukraynali mustaqil siyasi va enerji analitiki
Taras Nazarenkonun “After Ukraine, the West must encourage regional
partners like Azerbaijan (Ukraynadan sonra, Qerb Azerbaycan kimi
regional teraefdaslari ruhlandirmalidir)”
(http://www.euractiv.com/sections/global-europe/after-ukraine-west-must-
encourage-regional-partners-azerbaijan-320826 slave olunur) bashqli
magqalasi darc olunmusdur.

Maqaleds mustaqillik slds etdikden sonra Azarbaycanin midrik gerar gabul
edorak, Qerble daha six alageler qurmaga baslamasi, neft ve gazin
Avropaya catdiriimasinda avazsiz rol oynamasi, Qarbin neft ve qazla techiz
olunmasina verdiyi tohfelerle yanasi, ©fqanistanda koalisiya quvvelerina
destek vermsk Uclin qeyri-6lduricti sursat ve materiallarin Ug¢de bir
hissasinin Azarbaycan arazisindan kecerak hamin dlkaya
getiriimasi, Kosovo, Iraq ve ©fqanistanda ABS silahli quivveleri ile birge
muibarize aparmagq Ucgtin stlhmeraml qivveler géndarmaesi ve s. bu kimi
atdigi misbet ve teqdiralayiq addimlarin mugabilinde Qarbin ve Avropanin
tengid hadsfine tus gelmasinin heg¢ da Urakagan olmadigi, Azsrbaycan
hokumetinin gostardiyi bu seylerin ABS ve Avropa ictimaiyysti tarafinden
daha cox taninmasina nail olmaq istayinin svezinde Qaerb ictimaiyystinin
6lkede insan hlquglari ve metbuat azadliginin veziyystini pislayan fikirler
sasladirmasi ile Uzlesmasinden bshs olunur. Bu ssbsbden da bir gox
azerbaycanlinin élkslerine garsi minasibatde Qarbin ikili standartlar tetbiq
etdiyini vurgulayan mdaallif, insan huoquglart probleminin misal Ggln
Qazaxistanda da mévcud olmasina baxmayaraq, Qarbin 6zlinds olan bir
cox qusur ve catismazliglarina mahal goymadan yalniz Azerbaycani tengid
etmakle heg de adaletli yanasma nimayis etdirmadiyini bildirir.

Magalanin sonunda “Qerb liderleri gini-gindsn Rusivanin _nifuzunun
artdi§i bu geyri-sabit regionda verlasan Azerbaycanin onlara hagigstan
kdmak etdiyini vo dastak gosterdiyini anlasaydilar midriklik etmis olardilar”
deyen musallif, onlarin sart sézlerinin amakdasliq Ucln slverissiz serait
varatdigini  ve Qarbin Azerbaycana garsi seslendirdiyi _fikirlerinin
balanslasdiriimis yox birtarafli olmada davam edacayi teqdirde, “Bakinin 6z
allerini yuxari galdiracadi (Umidlerini itirerak, carasizlikden) ve yeniden ayi
(musllif  Rusiyani nezerde  tutur) ile  reqs etmsk  barade

disitinacayini” bildirir.

Matbuatda isiglandiriimasi G¢un diggatinize teqdim edirik.
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After Ukraine, the West must encourage regional
partners like Azerbaijan

DISCLAIMER: All opinions in this column reflect the views of the author(s), not of EurActiv.com PLC.

11 Jan 2016 - 06:15 by Taras Nazarenko

Azerbaijan is a major supplier of gas to Europe. [James Crisp/Flickr]

If the Ukraine crisis has taught us anything, it’s that the West needs to safeguard its
allies in Russia’s backyard and encourage them to implement reforms, but be more
understanding of their growing pains, writes Taras Nazarenko.

Taras Nazarenko is an independent political and energy analyst based in Ukraine.
But that's not what's happening with Azerbaijan — and the consequences could be dire.

When Azerbaijan became independent in 1991, it made a conscious decision to forge closer
ties with the West. One reason was that it thought it could be more prosperous by focusing its
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oil- and gas-based economy on the West.

Another was that it never wanted to fall under Russian domination again, and closer ties with
the United States and the European Union could help achieve that goal.

Azerbaijan has risked Russian ire by developing closer relations with the West. Rather than
expressing its gratitude, the West's public pronouncements about Azerbaijan have consisted
mostly of criticism of its human-rights and media-freedom records.

That has made the leadership in Baku increasingly frustrated. In pursuing closer ties with the
West, Azerbaijan has not just talked the talk. The prime example is that it's been helping build
pipelines that skirt Russia to supply oil and gas to Europe.

Until the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) and South Caucasus pipelines were launched in 2006, all
the Europe-bound oil and gas originating in Azerbaijan and Central Asia had to flow through

Russian pipelines.

That gave Russia a foreign-policy lever on Europe that in recent vears has made the continent
quake.

The BTC and South Caucasus pipelines send oil and gas from Azerbaijan’s capital Baku
through Thilisi, the capital of Georgia, and Turkey to the Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan,
From Ceyhan it can be loaded aboard ships heading for Europe.

Azerbaijan has also helped construct the Baku-Supsa Fipeline that sends oil to a Black Sea
port in Turkey,

And the Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline is also in the works that will go from Azerbaijan
through Turkey, then under the sea to Greece and ltaly.

Europe and the United States are glad Azerbaijan is helping to break the Russian oil and gas
chokehold, but you can imagine the resentment in the Kremlin.

in addition to helping the West with oil and gas supplies, Azerbaijan has helped supply coalition
forces in Aighanistan. Fully one third of the non-lethat equipment and supplies going to those
forces have come through Azerbaijan.

An even more admirable commitment to Western military efforts in the region — because it
involved putting Azerbaijani lives on the line — was Baku's decision to send troops to Kosovo,
frag and Afghanisian to fight alongside American forces.

Azerbaijan’s leadership has wanted more public acknowledgement of these efforis from the
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United States and Europe.

instead, most of the West's public comments on Azerbaijan have been complaints about its
human rights and media-freedom records.

Many Azerbaijanis feel the West is employing a double standard by lavishing praise on other
governments in the region, like Kazakhstan, that have human rights issues, and by preaching
about Azerbaijan’s failings while ignoring the West's own shortcomings.

Examples of recent zingers from the West include President Barack Obama’s pronouncement
that Azerbaijan’s laws "make it incredibly difficult even for NGOs to operate”, the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s assertion that Azerbaijan needad to end its “ongoing
and increasing number of repressive actions against independent media and advocates of
freedom of expression”, and a bill recently introduced by a US lawmaker that would deny US
visas to senior Azerbaijani officials due to "appalling human rights violations".

Meanwhile, Azerbaijar's leaders are aware that Human Rights Watch and other international
rights organisations have criticised the United States for keeping prisoners at its Guantanamo
Bay facility for years without charge, for sending War on Terror captives to other countries for
narsh interrogations that included torture, and for having a disproportionate number of African-
Americans in its prisons. Europe has also faced its fair share of criticism,

While acknowledging that Azerbaijan’s human rights and media freedom records could be
beiter, its leaders have noted that a democracy isn’t built in a day.

They point out that their country has been independent a little more than two decades, whereas
the United States has had 230 years — and many countries of Europe much longer - to grow
a democracy that many admire but that is still far from perfect.

The frustration that Azerbaijan has feilt about not getting its due from its Western partners at
one point prompted it to hire lobbyists who might help it tell its story better in the West.

it wasn't seeking a whitewash. What it wanied was halance — acknowledgement in official
pronouncements in YWashington, Brussels and other Western seats of power that it has done
many things to help the West, even at the risk of antagonising the Russian bear.

Western {eaders would be wise {o think about this in an unstable region where Russia’s
influence — as is clear with Ukraine — is only increasing. Their harsh words are creating an
unproductive atmosphere for cooperation that has seen Russia in recent months begin to
assertively court this once fail-proof Western partner anaw,

If their public pronouncements about Azerbaijan continue to be lopsided instead of balanced,
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Baku may throw its hands up and consider dancing with the bear again. |

by Taras Nazarenko ‘
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