Re: Sergei Skripal: who was behind the Salisbury poisoning?
How the UK (and other) public was pre-sold on that Skripal script:

How TV Spy Fiction Helped Sell the Salisbury Poisoning
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The ongoing series of government-supported TV shows Homeland and Strike Back are
featuring storylines that have pre-empted or reinforced aspects of the Skripal poisoning
story.

From assassinations on foreign soil to deadly Novichok poison, unhinged Russian hitmen
to re-doubled agents, almost every element of the poisoning of Sergei and Yulia Skripal
has been spotlighted as a character or plotline in the latest series of Homeland and
Strike Back. Sputnik spoke exclusively with a critic of the British government’s story
about the Skripals about the role of these popular TV shows in the unfolding drama in
Salisbury.

Strike Back
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The sixth season of Strike Back is a joint British-American production that broadcast in
late 2017 and early 2018 in the UK and recently finished its run on Cinemax in the US.
Central to the plot in the first half of the season is Karim Markov, a Russian scientist who
has devoted his life to developing Novichok nerve agents. The dialogue frequently name-
drops Novichok, in episodes that were shown in the weeks before the Skripals were
discovered.

Sputnik spoke with sceptic of the UK government’s account and admin of Moon of
Alabama Bernhard, who does not believe Novichok was used to attack the Skripals. He
explained, "I believe that the Skripals suffered from simple food poisoning. They ate a
Risotto Peske with mussels at the Zizzi restaurant and unintentionally poisoned
themselves with Saxitoxin, a natural ‘nerve agent’ that is also known as shellfish
poison.” Bernhard went on to explain that he suspects that British government officials
lifted the Novichok explanation from Strike Back, saying, “A day later the government
woke up to that fact that the Skripal case could be used to divert from May’s problems
with the Brexit negotiations and help in upcoming elections. They needed something
splashy to blame it on Russia. Someone in the governments spin-master group came up
with *Novichok”.”
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It’s strange that a British-American intelligence TV drama Strike Back had several
episodes featuring Novichok nerve agent and Evil Russkies last year. Someone
orchestrating political theater in the UK watches a lot of TV, or is aavised by its
producers. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strike_Back:_Retribution ...
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The rest of the team track McAllister and Zaryn to a training camp in the countryside. They save McAllister from
being hanged and collect Zaryn. When their transport breaks down after eluding the first wave of enemies, Josef
jams all communication. Believing her brother to be increasingly unstable, Rosa wishes to tell Section 20
everything she knows about Lowry in exchange for her safety. Meanwhile, General Lazsl6 shuts down Section 20,
forcing Donovan to work in secret. She discovers that Zaryn is in fact Karim Markov, a Russian scientist who
allegedly killed his colleagues with Novichok, a nerve agent they invented. The rest of the team arrive at a building
to deactivate the signal jammers and alert Donovan, who drives with Jensen to pick them up while the rest engage
Magyar Ultra. In the process, Josef and Rosa are killed. After they escape, Donovan is forced to hand Markov over
to General Lazsl6 under Whitehall's orders. However soon after, Lowry ambushes and kills the Hungarian soldiers
before kidnapping Markov.
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The team apprehend Lowry's accountant from Rosa's intelligence and then gain access to and freeze her
accounts. Corporal Will Jensen (Dunster) finds that Lowry is being bank rolled by Milos Berisovich (Peter Firth), a
Belarusian mob boss. Lowry visits her father-in-law in Hamburg for more money, but is forced to return empty
handed. Section 20 track Berisovich's meth lab in Turov where Markov is making more Novichok and destroy it,
though Berisovich escapes with Markov. Novin goes undercover to Berisovich's mother's funeral to confiscate his
ledger. Though they succeed, McAllister and Wyatt are captured by Berisovich's men, and are being held with
Lowry, who Berisovich still wants to make a deal with. The rest of the team rescue the men, but in response,
Berisovich calls Yuri, his best henchman, to track down and kill Section 20.
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Section 20 track down Maya, a local Muslim woman Lowry radicalised, to a local airport. When she attempts to
release the Novichok, Reynolds shoots her. The Novichok is fake however, as Berisovich does not want an attack
committed in his country. In the meantime, Yuri finds the team and attempts to kill Reynolds; she shoots him but he ‘
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Strike Back depicts the Markov character making Novichok in a secret lab for the wife of
an international jihadi terorrist, who plans to sell him on to the FSB. When the Russian
agents arrive at the lab the Section 20 team stop the plot and save the day, killing all
the Russians and triumphantly destroying the lab. Bernhard commented, “Spin-
masters look at current culture and use what works and fits.”

At Homeland With the Skripals

Meanwhile, the latest series of Homeland has included characters and plot points that
have chimed, week-by-week, with aspects of the unfolding media coverage of the
Skripals. In the opening episode a government traitor is assassinated, poisoned with a
nerve agent. While it is initially unclear who the culprits are, in episodes that broadcast
on March 4 (the day the Skripals were found) and March 11 make it clear that a Russian
intelligence ‘active measures’ unit are behind the poisoning. A week later and the
Russian assassins were at it again, murdering their own intelligence agent who had
defected to the West.

In the most recent episodes an FBI agent, Dante Allen, who had been turned by Russian
intelligence is unmasked by our hero Carrie Mathison, who then poisons him with a
nerve agent to trick him into thinking he is going to die, and to make him confess. The
episode broadcast April 8 showed Dante recovering in hospital, with the Russian assassin
demanding that his superiors let him assault the hospital to get to the agent. On the
same day the British media were reporting that the Skripals, who were still in hospital,
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were so terrified of rabid Russian assassins that they were going to be given new lives
and new identities in America. Yulia Skripal has since been discharged from hospital.
These curious parallels between the plots in Homeland and Strike Back and the media
coverage of the Skripal poisoning drama have led some to ask whether they are
functioning as government propaganda. Strike Back is based on novels by former SAS
officer Chris Ryan, and Ryan along with other ex-SAS and SBS soldiers

are consultants on the series, helping to train the cast in special operations. Homeland
has enjoyed a close relationship with the CIA since its first season in 2010 where the
producers meet with spooks before writing each season’s scripts.

Sputnik asked Bernhard about this relationship and he commented:

“"The CIA and the Pentagon sponsor many, many movies and TV series
and get control over the scripts. US culture is created by the (deep) state
to create the society it needs, not the other way around. Through the
export of such series it can control many other cultures. This has been
ongoing ever since the Second World War.”
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