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~~t .. On No'rember 17, 198(! Japan Airlines Flight · l628, an all carg::> B.ning 747, Yab 
·~.: ;1~ ·. "nrou1.e from Keflavik, Icelnn~ to Anchorage, Alaska. Al 1)219 UTC (1-lovembl.!r 18, 1986) 

...: ·:· · the c1pt2in of F\1ght 1628 reportl.1d traffic at Us oltitude 1 1t1l<! :..n front of his 
·~ -;~ · . aircra,~;'t. The unident.ifif:d traffic Yas late,. reported vidble on JAL 1628's 
'j l :~;. \.'eather raJar and intermittently by Anchor'lge Center and' t~ Military Re~ioni.il 
,~·~ :f.;.. Operations Center. JAL 1628 1.epcrtec that tl.e traffic sta~·ed in his vic~nity 
~.~~::~:. durlng a descent and turns, including a 360 debree t.Jrn. At 0253 UTC, JAt 1628 

,:;: ~· ·. reported that the unidentified traffic Yas no longer in sight. 
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.. ~!I ; ... This report includes the inspection/investigator (Flight Standards) pacl..age, t!oe 
• 'J I r~i;· Air Traffi.c package. radar data I anc\ OU\JS release stateti:.ents. 
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page tw::> - flight 1628 . 

' 
0225: 50 R/Dl5 Negative~ uhuh, it's net e...-rc:nectJ..c;. I want Yoo ( BCXX:) to 

keep a g:x:rl track en there, arrl if yoo pick up a cx:de, arrl 
.. --- verify that '!r:'O.l 00 rot haw any aiic=aft operating in that 

area mill tary. 

0225:57 RCx:C '111at is affinn. We oo rot have anyb:x:1y up trere right ro..~, 
ah. ·ean ycu gi\.~ rre the ~iticn of the primary yo,;.r 
receiving? 

0226:03 R/DlS 

0226:18 

0226:25 

0227:53 

0230:56 

0231:48 

0231:58 

0232:04 

0232:05 

'0232:07 

0232:20 

0232:25 

0232::n 

0232:45 

0232:58 

RCx:C 

R/Dl5 

RCCC 

J'Ll628 

Rl5 

FBKS 

Rl5 

FBKS 

J'Ll628 

J'Ll628 

R15 

Rl5 

J'Ll628 

RlS 

J'Ll62B 

Ckay, I'm rot. I'm ah, pick:ing up a~-- a~tely 
fivo zero miles, s::uth, right up there - right in frcl"lt of 
the ah, c:ne five five zero a:x3e. 

· Ckay, I've g:>t him alx:ut h.is-ah, oh-it lcx::ks like at:o.Jt, ah­
ten o 1 clock, at al:x:lut that rar:ge, yes. 

}J.right keep an eye en that, and ah-see if-ah, any otl'ler 
military (unintell~ible) in that area. 

It is an \Jl"lkn::::1.., c:Jr.ay~ we 1 ve lost o:nta.....-t with it ro..~. 

It's ah, I ~ ah, very quite big ah, plane. 

1\re yo.J (Fairbanks FM t:c::Jwe.r) pickin up a primary target 
right with that aircraft'? 

Ah, no. It's (the J'Ll6.!8) the cnly target I see there. 

· If yo.J see a primary with it, keep yo.zr eye en it. I'J"ld he 
stould be at three five &.(z.cro) aloo. · 

}J.rlght, very g:::x::x:l, we ' re wa t.ch.1n;J. 

J8?811 Air sixteen twenty eight, a."l ~descent. 

Japan Air sixteen tWenty eight, request three cne zero. 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight ~, urde.rstan::!, request.in; 
flight level three cne zero. 

' 
Jap-111 * sixteen sne er oorrecticn sixteen twenty eigh~ 
heavy, ,descend at piJot cli..sc:reticn-ma.intain flight level 
three c:X lEl zero. · 

Leaving three five zero to three cne zero. 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy, oo '!r:'OJ still have ya.xr 
traffic? 

Still, ah, a::rni.ng ah, ah, right fonnatic:n, 1n ar. fonnaticn. 
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page 3 ~ flight 1628 

0234:52 R15 

• •, •'! ' • '- • ·; • ' I ' ' ~ ~ r : ' ' , , 

0234:5·6· . JL1628 

0235:02 IUS 

0235:24 015 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy, urderstand yo.;r traffic 
is over Fairbanks at this t.irre • . , :. · .. .: . >· •.:: ,:, :· ... ·. \ .. :•':, •' ·, : .. ; : : · .. ·. ·:''' . .: ; ... : .. ·, 
Affirmative - . -·. a~ ·. request heading two cne zero. · · ' · 

. ' . 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight reavy, ~er. Deviaticns 
ar:proved as necessary for traffic. 

Approach center ( Fairbank.S FAA ~) en the sixty cne line. 

0235:27 FBKS Approac."l. 

0235 :30 Dl5 I.a:::k at yo..tr radar. We got a Japan Air cne six t..-o eight, 
ah-he's d..""Viatir.:r. He's al::o..It ah-five miles n:Jrth of 
Fairbanks v-o-R ~"'Uawk:tn3 cne five five ·zero. 

f 

0235:39 Dl5 to ycu have aey traffic with him? He sees tra£fic, he was 
deviatin]. 

0235:44 FBKS N1 - ya, ro we 6:n't. I cb1't see anyth.ing ~--e aside .fran 
his, ah-his target. 

0236:12 JL1628 Ah-Nrl1orage Center; Japari Air cne. sbc 'b\o eight, request 
direct ah-Talkeetna. 

0236:18 RlS JalXUl N.r sixteen twenty eight reavy, cleared direct 
Talkeetna, and in-ah-advi.se me of ya.xr positicn of ya.xr 
b:"a:.::fic? 

0236:24 JL1628 

0236:37 IUS 

0236:47 JL1628 

0237:23 ro:x: 

0237:25 DlS 

0237:29 Dl5 

0237: 30 ro:x: 

023/:32 DlS 

Ah, sarre p:>, saroo 1:o5i ticn. 

Japan 1\ir sixtee>n twenty eight heavy, ah-sir I' rn g:nna 
request yoo to • . .Ike a right b.n:n, three six zero de;Jrees, 
three hurrlreJ aoo sixty &=gree tmn, and advise 100 what your 
traffic cbes then. 

Right tum, three ·sixty. 

C '-<zj. We have, ro, we h3ve ::cnf inned, we have ro mi1i tary 
a.i.Icraft \~up ·;:here. 

Ckay "thank yo..1 very much. 

Yr.u have ro traffic at all? 

That' s correct, Cbes he ( JAL-1628) still ha-re s::t"reb::x:::ly 
visual? 

He says he cbes. 
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page 4 - flight 1628 

0237: ss · · · Ius·· '·. ·· · · Japan Air sixteen twenty eight ru3VY. Sir, 0::>es your traffic 
appear to be stayir9 with yoo7 

02.38:00 JL1628 (un.intelligible)_j~-1~. 
-~~ - - -- .. - -·---- ·- -· 

0239:01 Rl5 

0239:04 JL1628 

0239 :58 oca:: 

024.0: 05 015 

0240: 07 . oca:: 

0240:10 R15 

0240:23 R15 

0240:24 015 

0240:30 ~ 

0240:35 ru.s 

0240:51 oca:: 

0240:54 D15 

0240:13 RlS 

0240:17 JL1628 

0242:04 JL1628 

0242:09 RlS 

.Japan Air sixteen twenty eight. Say again? 

It ah~~. Japan Air sixteen twenty eight. 

Ya, this is coe dash two again. en s:xoo other eq\li!Jrent here 
we have a:nfirmed there is a flight size of n.o arOUI1.l yo.rr 
cne fiw five zero. ~ coe primary return a1ly. 

c::key, where i. 'l :!.s he follCMing him? 

It leeks like he is, yes. 

Japan Air sixteP_n twenty eight heavy; :rt:9er. At yo.rr 
' cli..sc..""Btic:n pro::.eed direct Talkeetna, Jay one b.Q . five 

hrl'Drago. ( J125 • air roJte) 

\ 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eigl1t; :rt:9er. Sir, the rnili tary 
radar advises they cb have a primary target in trail of you 
at this time. 

Ckay cb you have anyb:x:ly yoo can scranbl,e up there? 

I' 11 tell yoo 'What, we're g::::nna talk to yo.rr 1iasicn sir 
al:xJut that. 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy. Military radar e.dvi.ses 
~-are pi~ up intennittent primary target behind you 
in-trail, in-trail I say again • 

Ah-I 'm g::nna talk to my other rachr man here - has gotta, 
he's got eore other equix;xrent wat:c.h!.rq this aircraft • 

Ckay. 

Roger sir. W:::uld yoo ( J1>L 1628) like oor rnili tary to 
scramble en the traffic? 

Negative, ~atl ve. 

Arx:h::Jrage Center. Japan Air sixteen twenty eight. O:nfinn 
direct to Ta.J..k.eetna, three cne zero. 

Japa""l Air sixteen -4:wenty eight heavy; a=firmative. Direct 
Talkeetna and de.sce."1d at pilot's discretic:n, maintain flight 
level b.Q five zero. 
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page 5 - flight 1528 

0242:24 .. , · ·~ , .. ,·,. It lcx:ks· lika :·he;' · ~a.~:-ef!sei; .. left, and: t,'1en, possib;ly. fell 
back in-t:ra!.l. lbNever, I can't see him n:w, · I ca.'1' t pick 
him o.rl:. 

0242:29 tJl5 Ckay thank ycu very IT1JCh S-R. 

02~:13 Rl5 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy. Do ycu still have the 
traffic? . · · ~ 

0244:17 JL1628 1\h-affi:rmat:i,ve. Nl-nine O' Clq::.k, eh, ah. 

0244:39 .RlS United sixty nine, ~age f&C.!Uest· 

0244: 41 l.P.69 Nl, g:> ahead, United sixty nine heavy. 

0244:43 Rl5 · United sixty nine heavy. Sir, l've got a Japan Air seven 

0245:04 UA69 

0245:49 R15 

r 

.0245:05 llA59 

0245:59 RlS 

0247:06 JL1628 

0247:()q R15 

0248:31 Rl5 

0248:34 ,. JL1628 

0248:52 R15 

forty seven ~tly in yaJr eleven o'clock r:ositic.n ~ cne 
hur.dred and t:ne, correcticn, cne, cne, . zero miles, erd he has 
traffic (unintelligible) I'll keep ya.1 advised, ah-when 
ycu' re closer to him I want ycu to see if ya..1 see anyth.:in;] 
with him. . 

Ckay fine, ah-we' ll lock for ya. 

United sjxty nine heavy. In yall" eleven o'clock p::siticn, 
cne, :z:ero, :z:ero miles, SOJthl:x::lund, is a Japan Air, se-ren 
forty seven. He is a-t flight level three cne zero. Says he 
has traffic at his ni."'le o'clock p::>sition sarre altituc'ie. 

We' ll be lcx::kirg, that's ah-ah, can't see anyth.:in;] yet. 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight; rcx;]er. I'm g:nna have a 
United aircraft get close to ycu arrl take a loc.k, ah-to sere 
if he can ider.tifl• yaJr traffic • 

. , 
'Ihcmk ycu. 

United sixty nine heavy, turn ten ~ left, radar 
vec::ton-, eh-to see tra£ fie. · 

J~ Air sixteen twer1ty eight heavy. Say the p::>si ti':n of 
yaJr traffic. 

Nl-1 a-~, ah-ah-rrovi.ng to ah-aro...II'rl ten mile, n:::M-ah-ah­
p::>siticn-ah-seven, ah-l:!ight o'clock, ten mile • . 

Japan Air sixteen seventy eight heavy; ro;1er. 

UA59 • lhi ted_ Airlines flight #69 
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page 6 - flight 1628 

0249:52 ~ RlS . 

0250:00 UA69 

0250:05 UA69 

0250:07 RlS 

0250:14 t%9 

0250:46 RlS 

0250:52 JL1628 

0251:32 UA69 

0251:4Y RlS 

0252:31 'IOI'EM 

0252:36 RlS .· 

· · 0253:10 RlS 

0253:13 JL162B 

0253:27 RlS 

0253:31 JL162B 

0254: 04 'I'01'EM 

•' 
· . . . 

United sixty nine he;avy; rcxJer. 'Ihe Japan Air says the 
· traffic is in his seven to eight o'clock p::si ticn arrl cne 

zero Miles in-trail. 

Ckay~ we're lo::ki.n. 

~ d::n't you get us a lirtle closer7 

' United sixty nine heavy; roger.· ~ aOdi tic:nal ten 
degrees left. 

· F.o;er, United sixty nine. 

United sixty nine, that's \olhat he says. Japan Air sixteen 
· twenty eight heavy, say the p::::siticn of y::m: traffic rt::M. 

Nl-rr:M ~ b..lt, ah-ah-yo..rr! guess, ah-twelve 
o'clock belCM-ah-yoJ., over. 

. Nl, Center £rem u. rl ted ah sixty nine. Nl-the-ah-Japan 
Airliner is silh:u3tted against a-ah-light sky. I d::::n't ~ 
anyb::x::ly aro.md him at all. I can see his o:ntrail h.It I sure 
·d::n' t see e.tr:f other alr.planes. Do you see him? 

thited sixty nine l".eavy, ah-negative d . .=. We got just a very 
few pr.imary hits 0':1 the ah-target and then ah-we really 
haven't got a g::o:l track en him ever. 

If you want we've got extra gas we ccW.d b:::p up another five 
or . six th:::u.sarrl feet and turn ara.md. 

'rotan (mill tary Cl30 flight) seven cne, ah roger sir. If 
yc:u' d like ah-starrlby, ---- Totan seven cne, turn ah-right, 
heading tv.o five, ron:-ecticn ture right, heading two seven 
zero, radar vect..:lrs to intercept. 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy, descerrl at pilot 
discreticn, maintain flight level two five zero. 

I 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight, ah-pilot' s discreticn, 
maintain ah-ah-two five zero, so-ah-ah-I cann:Jt, I ccW.dn' t 
see ah-U-F-0, over. 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy. Urx3erstand you do rot 
ses the traffic ~ lc:nger. 

.Affinnative. 

Ckay sir, we' re sea.rch.inJ this time, we t.hink we have him. 

i '.' ' '.ro1'E}{ • Mill tary Cl30 aircraft 
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page 'l - flight 1628 

0/.~ :09 .··· R15 '• 

0255,:25 

0255:35 Rl5 

0255:38 

. . 0323: 

. . . ' Japan Air . sixteerl ~ty. eight· reavy' flash yoor larx:li.ng' 
lights please. . · · · 

N1, yes sir, we've 9X him insight. 

Totem seven ooe, eo ~ see uny traffic in his vicinity? 

N::Jt flashin:J a-r:~ lights at this tirre sir • 

JL1628 lan:3.00 at Anc.h:)raoe Internati~.al ki.rp:J:rt 
( awroximate) -

( ' 
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North American Defense Air Command 

rAA Flight Standards Di~trict Office, Anchorage/S.C. Area 

Intersection location name on airway map. (NorthYest of · 
Fort .Yukon. 

Airway route 

' Internal Navigati~n System 

(Anchorage) Air Route Traffic Control Center (Enroute traffic) 

Plan VieY Display. (RDdar S~reen) 

·R~gional Operations Command Center (Military, AF) 

. 35,000 feet elevation 
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UNCORR!LATED RADAR SIGNAlS 

--RADAR COMPUTER CELL, 1/4 MILE-- RADAR CELL 

SAME AIRCRAF"l' 

SECONDARY 
RADAR 

RETURN 

(Beacon) 
(Transponder) 

--it 

FAA 

RADAR 

Dra~ing by Paul Steucke 

\ 

PRDtA."Q..Y 
RADAR 
RETURN · 
(£kin­
Surface) 

Cell) 

•PRD1ARY RAD[\R RETURN 

•SECONDARY RADAR RETURN 

•CORRELATED RETURN 
(Combined Return) 

.March 5, 19.87' .. 
,~,·.~ ,·· 

•UNCORRELATED RETURN 

· .. 
·;, • 

• 

12 



·'' 

. !. . ,,. . 

l ·· 
rr~'': : .. ' l::: ... > · .• 

}>·, . 

/;':' · . 

... • 
)' . . 

.. 

~N~LYSIS OF UNCORRELATED PRI~~RY i~l . .;;,. 

;, ·;·l~:t~' . ' · ... ' ', . ' . ' AND BEACON TARGETS 
(JAL-1628, 11/17/86 AKST) 

1 

~pproximately 61 minutes of data was extracted 
printo.uts relating to the Nov~mbe.r 18 incident 
and the alleged UFO sighting. 

i~~. 
~~~: 

,'t.~· ·. 

l 
. 'f~ -

f' 
1:~- . 

II I·: 

l 

from the EARTS CDR 
involving JAL-1628 

Review of the data involving this incident did not show· any 
abnormalities that could be associated with any type of target as 
indicated by t~e pilot of JAL-1628 • 

Radar returns from the aircraft and surro~nding terrain vary with. 
the diffarent segments of the flight, but are considered normal 
for the area. · · it: 

'1·· ., ·Returns relating to the incident can be categorized as three 
~f~: ~ . · types: prima'ry · radar reinforced by a b.eacon reply (primary radar 
;'~;f··~ · :·. returns and beacon returns are both evident in the same l/4 mile 

.. . 
:· .. 

. ·!~, .. · range cell), he aeon only reply and beacon with an associated 
·~ · radar reply. Seventy-two percent of the replies were radar with : !i::. , . beacon reinfo~cement (same range cell) which is normal for the 
'1 ~- .. M d • ~ 1)1.:~~·:. 1: :- .. urphy orne radar system. . .. 

. .. • • :{r: .. ~ . • 

.. .. : ·l~::\.r> . ~pproximately .25 percent were beacon only and of those that 
· . qf(:··.~ .. - ~ registered as beacon only, 90 percent of those had a primary only 

.. ,. 11p~;~d:;.·.-... reply within l/8 of a mile. either ahead or behind the beaco1• 
· .. \ ~~~~~· . ·: ... target (-8' behind, ..J:-2'" ahee.d). · · . 

. :l~~~. ¥l/e,? " ~3 . :·.' ~\t:~· These uncorrelated primary returns are not uncommon, due to the 
>~t;~:~:: · critical :timing assoc~ a~ed with the delay adjustments in the 
:: ~··~~~f?.!;:,~·.~ · aircraft ~transponder tor beacon systems and the targe~ 
J .;, \.·., correlation circuitry with!.n the radar equipment. 
; •H' ~~t:: I 

' ~~ ~~':> ' 
·~ ~ .. When an aircraft is being interrogated as it passes through the 
· ,···Jr.: ,. beginning of adjacent range cells the intricate timing between 
. ~~}J£C ;· the two systems very often is off just enough to declare both a 

· .. ' ~lf:·;: . .- ;. beacon and a radar target in different range cells, resulting in 
·: l~~Lf~~~... . uncorrelated rada.c replies. 

' ·~ •II · ' . ~~·.f.., ... , ~w \i:. ... ~. 
I ·'¥ ·.;~·· 
'·l~~J.~~: 
. ~"~!'~~: ·. ~:ftwl· ... 
'~~~··~:::. · .. 
:.: ~ ~:~~;-(i,, 

The data derived from the J~L-1628 flight is representa~ive of 
the data f~om another aircraft in the same general area and is 
considered normal. 

~ .. ·1~;~·· ·.F. .. 
. '*.Ill ; :' 
'• ~~ ~·~ 
• ~~~))i,·f; ... '.· :: (~'it ~:,.( 

'.... ~~i '~·i!Ft·~ .. 
.·. ~ ~~ ~tJr!.t."" .· ' 

. ''h.:.;r'·"'~~:~ .. ~~·: 
'• ~ -1 II, 

. f"~'J} ,~f.'·, ; 

. t~iif·d:' 

February 25, 1987 
-ns. . 
15ennis R. ·Simantel 
Z~N-AAL~ARTCC 

· .. '1ll~~i~f ·. 
·· •k''+. ~¥;'. • ~. I ,.Jt 10 • 

':t!:~{~~. ~~~;·.:. 'V-I~'-~~ • 
. tj"!'l>'J}.<;; ·· .. 

, I<~· :J;,·. , 
~ ~·~'~\:'ftro!Z · 

~ ,.,. 'll .... 
I f', ;it#":··' 

'l'' I i~~~·~;;,~. • ·' I -~-l'l ;-£),};. 

"'y/f .t';:( . 
I if t, f'r.> . 

·~. \-!~;~K~"!. 
, hi:\ffi $~: 
j \~.~~t~~~; . 
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March 5, 1907 
FAA, Alaskan Region 
Public Affairs Office 
701 C Street, Box 14 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 

.. 

CGU'lTI'ER CDR PRINI'OUl' 
Reference to Japan Air Lines Flight 01628 

Ncvernber 17, 1986, 5:19pm AKST 
RECORDED FAA RADAR DATA 

TIM£:1 1/18/86' 
11/18/86' 

02:11.23 
02:~9.13 

lJTC 
urc• 

(38 minutes computer time) 
(20 minutes between first and last uncorrelated return) 

KANG£:35-215, AZIHUTH: 1-90 

~ = Computer assi~nt number for JAL 01628. 

RB = Reinforced Beacon return (Normal) 
RT = Primary rada'r return, uncorrelated (Skin/ surfac·e) 
BT = Secondary radar return, .<Beacon/transponder) 

Number of pages in ccxn;>uter printout = 15 
Pages with uncorrelated returns: 2,3,4,5,6,7,10. 

19 = tiJMOCR Of U~RRELATED RE11JRllS 
86 : NUHBER Of USA.Bl...E RADAR RETURNS 

105 : TOTAL NUHBER Of RElURNS FOR AroVE TIME FRAME. 

0219:15, ~5:19 pm) Pilot first questioned ARTCC re other traffic. 
·0253:13, (5:53 pen) Pilot said, ·11 ! -::ouldn't see UFO". 

'lJTC : UNIVERSAL TIME COORDINATED 

• 

14 
·;, 

. ,_. 

, ... 

:; . 

. .. . ,. 
,• :. • . , .... 

i 
I 

I 

.\ 
I 
.I 
I 



-.·-· ------~-,~-----------------------
' .... --· . - '"' . J 
~ 

l. COO£ l. OATl ). Tl""l tl.«c.l) 

z ~ 11/17/87 t!.f120 AST 
AIRCRAI IDENT RECORD 

0 - - -
i= 
~ 4. CATEGORY '· OAof'Of WEEK 7. L..OCA't.J~41Ad SuHtJ 
(.) .. . 

: ~ .< - ;~~:~ CARRI~R-TYI'£: ~""""!IV ... •• COOROINATES Fort Yukon A1n<~k11 
z 

· 0AIRTAXI 0 GENERAL. I> .... ._TION B. NEAREST FIX (Raaw 4IAd Dizi!VlCt) I w 
0 69.00N 

FYU 360/180 -
OcoMMUTER OoTHER 141.00\.1 

1. AIRFRAME MAK E/MOOE L.. l TQTP.L.Ii7 
M~etMO"OEL.. ~ I TOTAL. H./ 

I.IAKE/MOOEL.. N/A N/A 

I .. 

Boeing 747 SERIAL. NO. (.\IIJl{UN:*nV&t'/ \/) SERIAL. •~o. (MaJfUN:rioL 

REOISTRATION NO. AIRCR.A.f'T "" 
a: ... w 1. 2 . u. CL.ASS w 1. 2. 
-J 

~ N/A 
z 7 -J ;/ AMEL -0::: • <.:l 3. w 3. uCD z c.. 

a: AIRWORTHINFSS CL.ASS w 
T.s.o. '7:'' 0 

T .S.O. (71ntl < a: 
Standard rJ c.. 

HOURS • ri 
, . • 2. I 1. 2. 

T.S.O. TOTAL. TIME / 1/ 4. 4. 
1, NAME ANO AOCAESS 6. AIR CARRIER I AU'rHORIZEP Ot'ER:ATIONS UNOEA FAF 

Japan Airlines Co, Ltd. 
OPERA'lOING CERTIP'I· I I'ARTS: • 

a: CAT£ Nd. 
I 

'I. 
0 . 
1- N/A I 129 
c(cJ 
0::: :z. FL.IGHT NO. 4. MAINT, DESIGNATOR 7. OPERAT!NG CERTIFI· IAUTHORIZ£0 OPERATIONS UNOER FAR 
w 
c.. 1628 None CAT£ NO, II'ARTS: 

0 ·-
:l. UN"lEA FAR 5. CAB :ZiBC FIL.EO I 

Oves GNo 
• I 

129 I 

1. PERSON~ :Z. I'ERSONS 3. MINOA 4. SERIOUS 5. FAT-Al. 6. o .. ' AGE. •• TYI'E OF FL.YINO 

.' • ' : I • IN\IOL.IIEO ABOARO INJURY INJURY INJURY 

') : ... I'ASSENOEI'IS 0 0 
"l:' •.,)NE I'ERSONAL. 

0 0 '-411\iOR BUSINESS ,. 
i,, 

SU BSTANTIJ.L. EXECUTIIIE/COAP 

w 
F.L.IOHT CREW 3 0 0 0 OESTROYEO INSTRUCTION 

0 
~ FIRE AFTER IMPACT AERIAL. APPL.ICATIO 

~ 
CABIN CREW 0 0 0 0 PROPERTY OAMA.O£ INOUSTRIAL.."SPECIA 

0 UNKNOWN I FERRY 
0 . GROUND CREW 0 0 0 0 TEST I zO 
~ 

7. I'HASE OF OI'ERATION 
FOREST FIRE 

> I'UBL.IC/OTH£ R 
0::: 

0 0 0 0 GROUNO I'AfiACHUTE 

:J T..t.XI AIR s~ow .., 
z TOTAL.$ 3 0 0 0 - TAKEOFF I'ASSE~CER 

(..L.IMO 
Y: 

CAROO 
HANOICAI'I'£0 

0 0 0 n X L.EVEL. FL.IGHT P'.ASS ENG E fi/CARGO 

E\IACUATIPN OESCENT MAIL. 

INJURIES n 0 0 n APPROACH OTHE~ I 
II. I' ART NAME/NO. L.ANOINQ UNKNOWN I 

1. NAME 
N/A 

6. REMARKS ... 
a: 0 CONTROLLED 0 UNCONTROLL.£0 0 
c..w 
a: 2. RUNWAY J. FIEL.O 4. RUNWAY 5. SURFACE CONOI· 

~ NUMBER El.E\IATION LENGTH TION 

1. SOURCE :J. SI<YCON· 5. \IISIBIL.ITY 7. 0.1', 8. WINO 10. REMARKS 

0::: OITION RESTRICTION 
w 
:X: .. n"'rkn<>ss N/A N/A ' I- • 
<u. :z. TIME 4. IIISIBIL.IT'I' 6. TEMP . II. ALTIMETER 
w 
~ 

29.92 
-

15 



. . --------~------~~--~--~--------------------------~ . .. -. . ~: . . . • . . . . . - .... -. 
u 
1.1. 
1.1. I 5. 
< a:ci 
~ Q '"" 

. . . - -
Keilavik, Ice!and 
11/17/P.f.. 

OESTINATION ETA 01'1 ATA 
Anchorage, J..laska 
1820 AS! 

• ~YE~ 
I 

' .. - .... 
. 13. RAOAR CONTAOL. 

"I .I ·', . 

a: 
< 

\ XillYt~ [:No . - 10. TY"'E 
~J~.~T~A~~~E~O~I'~f~Ci==R=O~SS~W~E71C~H~T~/~C~. Ci~.------------~~~.~L.~A~S~T~C~O~~~~~U~N~IC~A~T~I~O~N~(~P~o~~-n~·o-"-.~T7~-,~.~A7tr7/N~dt_I._.. .................... ~APPI'IOACH 

N/A 

NA~E 

O.AT! 0~ IIIRTH/AOE 
CERTI~ICATE t.JO. ANO TVI'E 
OATE O' I.AST o.AI:OIC.AI. 

> • HOURS THIS ~AKE!~OOEI. 
~ HOURS I.AST 10 CAYS- ~-'>ICE/~OOEI. 

Anchora~e Tower/Ground Control 
Anchorage, Alaska Visual 

1. PiC 

lCPn~u TP'!":tllrh~ 

N/A 

I 

2. SIC J. FE 

\ T:~kPT'.nT I T:~meftd i IVndd n Tc::ukuba 
t-1/A t-1/A -

I . 
I ~ ir-:~~~:~:~~~:~~~~~:~~-L_A_S_T_9_0_0_A_Y_S----------~------~;-----~-----~--·-------~i; __ ·-------~+--------

3: 0\.ITY Tt...:E·rL.ur :J f!<JUT1' I I ! -I 
I 
I 
I . 

L J 
I 

. 
I 

w 1-'::.=..;...;....:....:..;.;~=-:...:.;:..:.:.:='----------+-------rl---------------------------
a: R~"!"INCiS I 
u I--.;..;.....; . ..;..=.;;__ __ . · -------+----~~-----+--~ ----------~ -.. 

I'~O~ICIENCYCH~-~.I(~O~A~T~E~--------~--------~-------------._-------~ 
ROuTE CHEC' .< O.&.TE 1 ' _j : ."· · 

-· ·--

j SII.:I . .:I.~TOR CHECIC. ''j • i 

~eft ·Right _ 
I.Tapan !JapP~"----------

I SEAT OCCUI'IE'J 
OOMICII.E (Cory tu.d 5t4rtl 

?T~-<E <1-!ll'cCICV '1 _!.. 

~ ~·~: ~ssr.riaERS ! '· EOU IPr.IENT ,. ENVu'o~MEN;T•· -- ---,-N-V_E_S T_I_G_A_T_;o-r-~- ; · 

t; EH .... I~ 1 J seArs 't-1/ A I s~o..:e NTSG NOTIFIED x I 
~..: . f , 4J(0 ! /1 REST"AIIIITS fl FL.'~ES /OICE "ECOROEA REVIEW I X 

I 

' .I 

z 
< 

- ~ 
:::> 
:r: 

I I III.INO I / 'EXITS I . FiRE F _,- .. T RECOF10E" "EVIEW I X 

I I II, AN':' I I l SI.IO:::; I .1 I..ICiHH I 0~ ! lf-;\'ESTICiATION J -
I I 11,/ ]aA'TS ' I I X~-~ • i SCE 'INVESTICiATI0•'--.... ---.---.---.---.-1----.-+.--1 

I lf :vESTS 1/ I --.-- j 
~--~~--·------~~--------~--------~----------------------~~----1. REI':lATSuS~ITTEO BY . Terry Patersnn AAT.-707 5. ~ .. fiCE ::lF 1-~FO r.rev/AT(' ·-

a. •• 
Ill • _ ... 
0 

w 
> 
i= < . a:W 
a: 
c{ 
z 

'l. CI'PI':L .. AAL-2()7 6. FAA COOROI"'ATOAtiNVESTfetP?" 'F' 'Rel"\r.,e,. 

J. OAH January 26, 1987 7. I'<TS8 'NVESTICiATO~ •if A 
~ .. :- oi~Tlfft"OTION .'.VN-120 thru AAL-200 11 . REI..ATED REPORTS t-toa~e-------------------< 

On November 17, ~986 Japan Airlines Flight 162d, an all ~argo B~eing 747, vas 
en ro~-~e_frc~ ~flavik, Iceland to Anchorage, Alaska. At 0219 UTC (Novccber 18, 
1986) the captal~ of Fli&ht '162G reported traffic at h13 altitude 1 mile in front 
of his aircraft. Tb~ •xnidentified traffic vas lat~r report~d visible on JAL 
1628's veatber ra~r and intermittently ty Anch~rag~ Center and the Military 
Regional Qverations Center. JAL 1628 reported that the traffic ,tayed in his 

I 

vicinity during a descent and turns, including a 360 d~gree turn. At 0253 U:C 
J)..L 1628 rerorted that the unidentified traffic vas no longer in aigl.t. 

~-- ---··· 

Refer to attachments for specific· information. 

.. .. .. .!a ___ .. 

--------- ,._..__._\.., ....... _ , ........ --
~~----------~a.-------------------t--------------------
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INSPECTION AHD SURVEILLAHCE RECORD 

• WO"K ACTNITY • 

Tile/em r 
4. :~~~l:.Oo~Ofj~~~N OY CA"I"t:"• O~("ATOII, AI"PO"T, 

. 
"t 

UN~.-.Tli~.-.CTOil 

(EqJ.- lalt- I) 

YLt (lh:pl~n 
.en..., An 

I. "XOINca/"I:COMWt:NOATIOtU 

..:r.A.:... '8-747 CA,e&.-o ~r /t.Z'?-

~~~lie e.A-t:re. 0 A Pt. I< ~Nj 4 /~rz..+C-<C- k ,'. 

u .. ~) 

rY' a 1'-f ..r ca-z.A.u .b 70 . 

~ ,84 HtKi .. 

; I ('.tt!enic:-o A Cf}u_ r~oH 7),~. Pow.tv5 CoJ.lc.e"£J.II;.;~ A 

i J"A L- ~,- ~ !J,"J.. tlu eAPr: ~AD S~rn'lJ ~C w~rs
1 

bL<M..9 
: 

. . 

.I o!ds.a~vL.-0 ~ A-{c_ t--~0 o~ 1?/r.JJ bf2. A-"r tYZO /.A..ocJ-~ 

\.(() ~ A/e- w~s Noren. 11f-t: '8 ... 747 I~',!~~ Tb 

. I 

:L.t TL \(A t1 f' ftv-LJJ... I nrrt"R. \) (61JJ ~0 c lrPT. Te-e. ;1-uc.l' i c VUAJ 

0{ \WO (r:{o t 9E:) '[lt{ eM'T. STh~ Tift\'~" (His Wl'r~ , 

.(iu \~ r~~.e. M•flh~ lflt'tt.. -+eu.'s had k~ILJ ~ ~-
)t 5TI\'n=JD -M.J. IL(PM>f... 51ivt AW pA55t.~"( i1u (J..u.d~/ 
~ 6~ cJ 35;'ooo' 5oH~f A-(fWk"d. '!' ~ 
'IJ J.1 ,;,r ~ ... w o.P iJu.. lor/c.. 1T- kJ Pj~5 "lo:r S' ~ 

a.-.wh;..,t.s) cv«1 k ~~ v (.lXJ.4 4r.R.V-
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L Cf:RTII'ICATI.: WO.OII. 
A I 1\ C R A r T 1\ r: G I So- t-"T""&.;.:.."....:r::.:..:W:.::.L TS.:.;:_--JT • , U 11. T Hr. 11. 
TII.A TION WAI\( (No.) ACTION lltQ. 

8ATUP'ACTO"Y 
NO 
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DATI: 

INSPECTIOH AHD SURVEJLUHCE RECORD· 

IATUJ'ACTORY 

UHIATIIJ'ACTO" 
(&.....J.,_ u I'- I) 

YIU (l!q>laln 
..:1/un An 
I'- I) 

h~e_ ~ ~1~ .(2,1 (z;t.). 

-ftu_ ~· W.D A k1 J Dn+a2_ 

,. 
: 

nJ- .,..._ •• ~~ ...... ._ • .u.J 
I'll 010 H AM IJ DU T N<"T 0' "C l ~ ... -ii'~I~CT=-:C:.:-:K::-:-1 ":~~~~~~. T\l~R--1:~· ------~ 

.~· , ,. .... 
.. , , 0 o , • 1 , t• • .: 11• 
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O!:PARTMENT 0,. T .. ANP"OI'ITATION 

·- .... i: .. AI.. AVIATION AOWINIIT"AT10N 

AI" T"ANI~O .. TATION N:CVI'IITY 

As per ~c re:ruest frcra FSIX>-63, the folJ.o...'in; are the events 
. wch took place on lbvanber 17 1 l9 B 6 arrl ·were taken frcn my personal 
rotes during the ir.tervie'-A': Responded to Japan Airlines station 
office as i.nst.ru::;ted by ~ (J~ S. Derry) , NW-7 00. Myself 
and Jim DerrY inte.tviewed the cnM of J1UJ Flight 1628, which retX'rted 
the sightin:J of unidentified air traffic. 'l1le flight crew CXJnsist.ed 
of the captain, Kenju Terau::hi, First Officer Tak.an::lri Tarrefuji ~ . arrl 
Flight Erqinee.r 'ioshio Tsuku:la. captain Te.rau:::hi state:l ~ carg::> 
only flight_ had Oeparted P.eyY.js:vik, Icelan:1. Captain Terau::hi stated 
he tirst sited (·.,risually) the unidentified air traffic (tOO') in the 
vacini cy of Potat intersection arrl the MIZ. '1he aircraft he was 
pilotin;' (B747) was at flight leo.·el 390, airspeed 0.84 Mach. captain 

· Terau::hi· irdicated the UAT was in front of his aircraft at a cllstan:e 
of at::Prox.imately seven ·to eight nautical miles for awroximately 12 
minutes. 'n'e Captain state:l the di.stance was irrl.icatOO by the onl:oard 
Berrlix color radar. Captain Terauchi stated that 'While he had a 
visual en the UAT, he sp:>tted yel1t:1.ol, amber arrl green lights, a. --.::1 a 
rotat.in:; ·l:c.acon, b.lt ro red lights. '!he Captain said there were two 
distinct sets oi lights, rut ~ to ~ joined together (as fixed 
to ooe objectr~ Captian Terauchi ascertained ~ visual sightins 
ar.::l r~ 1 ilia t the UAT was equal in size to a B7 4 7, p:>s s ibly l..artJ ..:.r. 

Captain Te.rau::hi stated tbat durirx] the visual sighting, the lights of 
the UAT changed fran a horizontal r:osition tc- a vertical p:>sition an3 
had p:>Si tioned ! tself fran in front of the B7 4 7 to port side. 'Ire 
UAT stayed on the p:>rt side for ~t.E'.ly 35 minutes. 

Cap'"...ain Terau::hi saio he was o::mmmi.catin;r with ARr:C personnel during 
the sight.in:I. '!be captain stated he requested, a.rrl recci ved, perni.s~ion 
to perform a 360 degree tum while in the vaci.nity of Filibanks, Alaska, 
wch he had a visual on. Captain Terau::::h:i stated the UAT rnaintai.'P')€d 

, its position on the p:>rt side .during tJ)e turn. Captain Te.rauch.i stated 
visual sight of the UAT was ldst awroximately 40 nautical miles oorth 
of Talkeetna, \o.hlle con~ on to ~rage. 

Mdi tional infonnation regardi.rq the flight: 

Captain Te:'auchi state:l there was static during VHF o::::mrn.mications with 
the ARia:. 

Captain Terauchi irilicated there was err(\ tic 1!0\.·e:-e.nt with lights of the 
UAT dur.tng the visual CXJntact. 

Navigation was being pe.rfomed by couplln:J of the onl:oard n-:s s. 

•. 

. INTE"Vl.tWtOl"tVII!:WtO ON lb-/ffi\l:er 171 1986 ,. T • ;.,. -ch::lragc, Alaska 

' ' 

---- ------- --· ------- ---~-· 
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DEPA"TWENT 01" TRANSPORTATION 

P'I:OtftA~ AVIATlON AC*INISTJtATION 

AIIOI T"AMI,.OIOITATION aii:UIOIITY 

Captain 'niRAI.XXt stated t.h3. t 'FN\ Me had in::licz te:1 to h:im the presence 
of a prilM.ry target in a1di tion to his aircraft. 

PSI, 

Adde.n:iun: ~ a oonfidential ~ at Japan Airlines, it was stated 
to n:e that this was rot the first sighting of an unideiltifie:i 
aircraft cy Captain TERAOCHI·. ;t:/tt._ 

( 

--· AT An::h::Jrage 1 ~ -----------· 
--· 

............ 
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Ct:PAAT'MENT CP' TRANSI"OATATION 

.. ~0 [Ill AI. A VIA TlC>Ii 4 o.&l NIST IIA TION 

Allll TIUNIIIIOIIITATION lltCUIIIITY 

~ ~ 17, I resp::nrled to a call fran the OCC reference an 
incident involvl..rq unidentified air traffic (UAT) fell~ JFoL flight 
162 8 into 1\rx:h::)rl!oge. I asked Agent Mickle to r.leet rre at ~rage 
AUp:rt. 

tJp:ln arriving at m:, I met h?.nt luck.le arrl Inspector Wright 
(FSIX>-6 3) wh::> had l...een at the aircraft. All three of us then pro­
a!ded to JAL operations to intervi~ the c;re.,~. At J11L ~ations 

· \ii\! net wi-th-captain-Tel:au=hi;-lst-Offi-ce.r Tarrefuji, and 2rrl Officer 
Tsukuda · along with Mr. Sh.ilrbashi, the JN.. Cpe.rations !1anage.r at 
Anch:::lrage • 

· 'Ite three ~ stated that just after passing rorAT inter­
section i.nl:oun:i to Ar;::h::)rage en JS2 9 they observed st.ra.n;?e lights 
ahead of their B-747~ 'Ihese lights ~ p:>sition after 2 mirrutes 
bJt I'E!'M.ined in front ·of the A/C for arcthe..r 10 minutes, then m:m:d 
to the left side ·oethe ·Afc. n-ey stated that all they could see 
were the lights a·rl '\t ·r-a time could they see any craft. lbwever, 

· they did Bh:::1..r an obj eet on their \·~ radar at aW..lt 7 miles • 'llie 
lights were. ye.ll.Qw_, mnber, arrl green, bJt no red. 'Ihe lights were 
in tw::> aepe.ra't.e sets which charqed p::>si tion re~ ti ve to one anXher. 
'I1ie cr~ sa.i4 ~ t they contacted ARTO: conf iJ:rred that they also had 
it on radar. : :;ear F,ai.rbanks, the ~ executed a 3 60 ° t\~ arrl the 
lights staye4 With ·~ off of their left side. 'n1ey then prcce:3ed 
to Anch::>rage ;~ ~ lights 'Were still visible until arourd 40 r.U.les 
rorth of 'IY/t'llf~"ffney noved ~May to the ust. '!he c:rew ~rted 
their speed ~.· ;,~ .. -q;, . ,Mach arrl their altit\.rle bet\o,e(m FL390 arrl 310 as 

i .,~·· , .. ass gned ............... ,. " .· , te. . 
: "'>.' · .• ~.. : 

'lhe only p1'9blero roted with their systems was SCtOO static in the 
VHF receiver. 'n1e. Navigational system in use was nlS with ro a;:parent 
problems. 

Upon o:xrpletJ..o!l of my discussion with the cr~, I called ':aptai.~ 
Stevens (Duty Qffi<Jci: to ~) and asked if he had any question other 
than "-'hat 'I had ~. He said re had ro other questions, but they 
also sh:::1,..1ed twc?. ·targets on rad.a:.r {one was JAL) • He stated that they 
o..ould give all ~tP to Intelligerce in the ttorning. I then asked 
Bol::bj Lankin ~ ·~m if M' was rol~ the da tl\ and he said yes. 
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RECORD OF Drl'ERVIEV VI'l'H J AL CAPT ADl 

Richard Cordon, Manager, FSD0-63 
Kenju Terauchi, Captain, JAL 
Frank Fujii, Interpreter, JAL 
Sayoko Mimoto, FAA Airways Facilities 
Mr. Shinbashi, Station Manager 

On January 2, 1987, Inspector Richard 0. Cordon, FSD0-63, and Japanese 
Interpertor Sayoko 'Kimoto, FAA Airways Facilities, interviewed JAL 
Ca~tain Kenju Terauchi at JAL Operations, Anchorage, Alaska. The interview 
wa! conducted for the purpose o! gathering first-hand witness testimony with 
re~ard t~ a sighting on November 17, 1986, by Captain Terauch\ and his crew of 
an unidentified !lying object. The following text is a record of th~ 
interview: 

R. Gordon Think what I'm going to ••• 

Garbled 

R. Gor~on I have a, oh, a few questions here, and I'll be glad to let you· 
re·ad them and it's just some olari!ioation because I didn't do 
it, but one o! the people that work for me, I'm the office 
manager over here at the FSDO, the Flight Standards Office. And 
Jack Wright, one o! my people came over and met with the Captain 
the first night • • 

I. Terauchi Oh yeah. 

R, Cordon Jack ~right gave you his card • • • 

l. Terauchi Yeah. 

R. Cordon Well then that's whst Jack wrote down here. Well when they came 
I was out of town, I was in Washington DC, but when I came back, 
then I asked a couple questions and then the Administrator is 
as~ing some questions and I said, well we don't know we didn't 
ask that, so they gave me that list of questions right there, and 
we'll just addr6ss them along the way and then talk about them. 

' l. Terauchi Okay. 

R. Cordon .And it's almost reiterating what we've been through already on 
this thing. 

I. Terauchl Sc!'Qetimes, sometimes. 

F. Fujii Reiterating questions, but, was this the first experience, . 
Captain? 

K. Terauchl No, .. thlrd time. 

R. Cordon-- This is U • ., third time -that ah that rou'v• seen, where, in the 
same area or • • • ·-·--·--
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K. Terauchi No, no, no ••• um, ah I saw, um, mothership. Taipai, Kushung, 
Formosa, south of Formosa. 

R. Cordon Around, near Formosa. 

K. Terauchi Yeah ah no 

F. · Fujii This Tiapai mainland China 

R. Cordon Uh uh 

t. Terauchi And Taipai, Kushung is here, so ah this cargo !light ah I took 
off ah 2 am midnight, after midnigh~, after takeoff. When we 
start climb we saw left-hand side big mothership, but ah ••• it 

· was so wierd, I ignored it {did not look). 

F. Fujii ·Cause ·he wasn't feeling well ••• 

R. Cordon No I can understand that, but tha~ was the first time? 

[. Terauchi Eig Ship - yes and the second time ah, the, in my home I saw & 

sky clear daytime; ah, we can, we saw bright lights, I guess · 
maybe ah 10,000 feet so an • • • the light continued !or about 
ten minutes. 

F. Fujii The light continued for about ten minutes, so ah disappeared 
suddenly. 

t. Terauchi It's ah 1 guess this ane. 

( 

I. Cordon Okay now this one you saw off mainland China what timerrame did 
that happen, when did that happen? 

Fujii What-time was it? 

Terauchi 2ac 

Cordon When ~ast month 

Interruption 

Cordon Okay, excuse me one moment, but ah ••• Okay Frank I was trying 
to figure out tha~ first sighting last year or this year 

t. Terauchi Five years ago 

Cordon Oh five years ago, just trying to get the timeframe that we 
sighted these things ah, the next one was that we wanted to talk 
ab.:>ut • • • 

Fujii Was it the first experience for the crew ~mbers? 
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R. Gordon Firat time !or the other crew members, okay that's fine. 

K. Terauchi I think it ·was the first time. 

F. Fujii Who was the first person who saw it? 

K. Terauchi It was me. I saw it in - in3ide. 

F. Fujii What diG you notice at !i~at? 

K. Terauchi During first time we saw light, I think a navigation light. 

R. Gordon Ah ha., but you saw it visually first you di:in' t pick it up on 
· radar or anything you just saw some light out there, okay and 

that real~y ·coinsides with the air traffic statement, you called 
and eaid do you t-..s.ve any traffic in ~y area 

K. ' Terauchi ' Yeah, yeah ~!ore, before, about six minutes before I saw tr~s 

R. Gor~on 

. J:. Terauchi 

R. Gordon 

F. Fujii 

· one so ah ••• 

You ~ere watching him !or about five or six minutes b£!ore you 
called • 

Before I contact Anchorage Center 

Ah ah, okay 

. Okay !ourth question, what did you see exactly shape, light, and 
all, the shape, lighting, etc •••• 

Well 1! Y9~ can just explain these to me cause it looks like 
you've done alot of drawing here so it's not necessary !or you to 
redraw all this stu!! 

This light was amber and whitish, but, when it came to here it 
vas qnly amber ••• white light. Why dor.'t I understand. 
(Japanese) right. 

Firat o! all it's like amber and whitiah color, ca~ closely it 
seems like all the output exhaust pocition o! the jets, all t~~e 
Challenger 

Look ~ike sooething like a!te~ burne~s ••• okay okay, like each 
one o! -these vas an indi'w'idual exhaust 

Yes 

' Okay 

·so this ligh~ is special like (Jap~ese) when ah Challenger, yes 
like Challenger took of! amount ·or .flame going O!'l, we can't see 
Challenger by this flam~ 
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R. COrdon 

K. Terauchi 

R. Gordon 

r. Fujii 

R. Gordon 

r. Fujii 

R. Cordon 

t. Terauchi 

R. Gordon 

t. Terauchi 

r. Fujii 

I. Cordon 

Okay, yes 

:&lt thie one is nozzle direction (Japanese) (garbled.) •we couldn • t 
aee this light this direction we could see big !l~e 

Maybe we're saying then i! you're looking at the back o! it and 
then when it turns sideways this doesn't show. OkaJ I 
understand. 

From the forward you could see the ,!lame and the exhaust and 
!lame were surrounding it. 

Okay . 

So maybe ah, I - I think ah, um exhaust started (garbled) 

Being okay these things here, maybe bein! each one o! these .,/ 
·chings here, · so these were maybe stacked, in otherwards i! you 
were looking at the top view down, y9u would just see one 1! you 
come around here you would see all ~t those lights. Okay yeah 

So i! they moved up or I guess this ah exhsust moved to ah, this 
way down so !inally !ive years ago I sa~ the rocket. 

Maybe that would account !or that bright light he saw !ive.years 
ago. In otherwords i! these turned down you coul~1 1 t see them 
and then when it looked like it moved over here some over here 
turned .up and then you could see them wher~ it looked like it· 
moved over there? So you're saying ••• 

Anyway ah (Japanese) right (Japanese) ••• Talk to me ••• 
Could not see but only here and here ••• and this, here, dark 
area, I saw sparks, like fi•~· When ~ing gasoline or carbon 
!uel. You can see a great big !lame, but I could not see (!lame) 
at all in this angle, although there was a big blast. 

Seems like it's really high technology beca~e you can't see 
anything over here unless it's spinning rotation. 

Yeah, okay, yeah, somebody said sometimes the sparks kick over 
into that and you could see the exhaust, now with ah that in mind 
this other picture you have here, where would this be on this 
thing captain? 

What y·ou 're asking him where this (garbled) • • • 

~ 1. Ter~ucr~ Quite di!!erent, this is just ~mall space ship, this one size o! 
carri er, two times carrier so mothership, so ah after t~ey !lew 
with us thre~ ar. five minutes like home mission! then-move to a 

· mothership. So then I found mothership light, but this is not 
· ·llght; all . engine, becau~e ah we have contact S':!ven or eight mile 

here, so we saw this first lights, so um af"~r light contact ah 
they move behind so we saw this pairs of light, so we saw this 
ligl1t same size, this one, same she. 
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R. Cordon 

K. Terauchi 

R. Cordon 

F. Fujii 

R. Cordon 

K. 'l'erauchi 

R. Cordon 

Same distance apart • • • Now do you think that was just the 
mothership and thdn these little things were ••• 

But, yes, that right 

I mean they 1 were moving along, at that time where were these 
lights, capkin? 

(Japanese) disappear 

Okay, okay 

'!hen we !ind this light, eo I think this one is light, but I 
think now this is engine, so ah, same type of engins, the same 
logic ••• the same type of ~ngine. '!his one and this one, tpe 
srune logi,c, this point and this po!.nt a:z;'e the same just bigger in 
size. T~s is the small ona so it looked like this, but the 
bigger one, I could not see but or.ly here, small size, big size, 
5ame technology. Yeah 

Oh, oh · 

The mothership . seems like it, he said that, this, this, same 
technology, t·rpe o! engine 

Well they're alot, much larger. 

So this right here would be ah, sitting ••• 

No, this light is sitting here 

Yeah, yeah·, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah ••• 

I • • • Onfy much lat'ger .(garbled) 

Yeah much larger, much power. But, this color is white uh • 
it's ah um dark white pole ••• weak light ••• 
(unintelligible) 

Maybe because it's so much bigger. 

Now this distance, now you were speaking o! these were fairly 
I close uh? 

Okay, out from you, and then it took ott and went out here and 
maybe this is, ah, you 5aid !ive to aeven a1lea o~ so~ething on 
the rac!ar. 
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A JAL flioht · ~ginear, Yoshio Tsukuba, was intarvi•w•d by P•te 
Beckn.r of FAA on Janu~ry 1~, 1987,- through an interpret•r, 
S•yoko Mi.oto, r~~dino to the UFO which h~d baan sioht•d on th• 
17th of Nov•mb~rr, 1986, by C.ptain Terauchi. 

Oh! Yes, pl•asR. 
Oh~ yeK, ple~~•· • 

Tsukubaa · Th~ first . tim• I saw it was ~hrouoh th• L1 window, ~t 
~h• ll o'clock position. It look•d laro•r than 
navigation lightw. I do not ~emamb•r •xactly how m•ny 
of thos• (lights> ~r• th•ra but clust•rs of lights 
w.r• undulating. 

T5ukubar 
• 

~mbar color~d li~hts. 

B•ckn•ra Wh•~ you saw th• obj.c~ was .it obvious, to yov1~,P~~ - ycu 
notice it immediat•ly? 

""'~,, .. _,.,... ~ ·-
Tsukub~a Y•s, it wa5. I notic•d it i~diat~rly. 
,. 
B•cknar 1 Did it stay with you at-- pos'ft1on-'"11'w' o • crock?·~~How · ·1 ong 

did you s•• this obJ•ct? 

T~ukub~l Yllfs, appro)(im.r.f.ily -~ --infnutRs, -10.1ii1n'ut•s,' r - t1'ltnk- I saw 
it for about 10 Minut•s after 1 sioht•d it tho first 

.. time. Th• r•ason is because thm Captain wanted to take 
pictur~rs. His caaaa~~ b•o--~;- -·-py~cltd behind ___ his ose•t, 
beside mine, •nd I h•nded it to him. But ·h• could not 
take pictures, 50 I placed his camera bao ba'Side my 
•e•t •o•in. So I think it took about 10 minutes. 

Backnera Why could h• not t•ke any pictures? 

Tsukubaa W~rll, hi5 CAmera iY Alpha 7,000, with film ASA 100. He 
could not oper~te it wall. I mean the oper~tino 
procedure of the camera was not understood well. 

£eckner2 Wh~t kind of camera did he h~ve? 
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TsukubA: Alpha 7,000. It is made by Minorut~. 
is c~ll•d in AmericA. 

I wonderwhat 1 t 

Beckn•r• H~v• y~u s~ this kind of thing b•fore? WAs this th• 
first time AnythinQ of this nAtur• hAs hApp•n•d to you? 

' TsukubAI · v·ell, this wAs the first ti m•. 
B•ckn•r• · Who first sight•d thR obj•ct7 

·Tsukubas I do not know which person pick•d it up first. 
mAking ~ landing d~ta. Tha Captain told us to 

' th•r• is • soc• kind of obj.ct outsid•. 

Backn•rz . Did you see the radar? 

I w~• 
••• if 

Tsukubas · WhRri -· ·th• Captain told - to look, I could ... th• 
radAr. 

· Becknert W•r• you Able to ~•• it on radAr7 What did you ... on 
th• .rAdar? . 

Tsukubaz .Y•s, a o~••n dot like, not •xactly like ~ dot. It was 
not a dot, but str•A~ lik•, I think th• rAno• was about 
10 mil••· I do not think it <on th• rAdar) was the 
sa~• li~hts AS th• one I saw in front of u11. 

How w~s tho int•nsity of the liohts? Did the intensity 
of th• objects• li~hts ch~nge7 

BasicAlly 
Japanese. 
liQh~ ... ~. 

the sa~. I cannot d•scrib• it. Not •ven in 
Th• first on• did not change. The second 

v•ry difficult to •••· It w~s so vaou•. 

I cannot rem•mb•r. 
difficult to see. 

The tilt anQl• of the radar w~11 

Difficult to remember, on the radar, did you have t9 
look for th• obj•ct7 

I , identified i~m•d.iately the one in front of us • 

At the time of siohting, ·how were the liohtino 
conditions outside? 
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T•ukubas 

Beckners 

.' .. 

Tsukub~s 

Backnvrz 

.Buckner t 

· Tsukub--.: 

Beckner: 

.. 

It w~s just at suns•t at r!oht front of us~ Th•r• w~s 
stripe of red lin• ~~d al•o•t dark, it was almo5t 

pitch dark b~hind us. 

How w~• the liohtino conditions inside the cockpit? 

W• had nioht illuMination &t Abov• sid•ways. I was 
usino ~ up~t liQht while calculatino the data. I do 
not remembar ~hvth.r th• C&ptain had tha liohts turnRd 
off or not. There i"s & switch th.at c~n turn th• liQht 
to r~ular fluoresc•nt or to dArk. It ' w~5 s•t to dArk. 

How lono did you sa• the obj•ct? / 

The one in front of us, as I •~tioned earli•r, I saw 
it for ~bout 10 minut•s, than, the on• on our left sida 
&t __ 9 o'clock, tooathar, & total of 30 td nut••. Tha 
liQhts in front of us and the othar one were of two 
~bsolutely .diff•r•nt natura of liQhts • 

Would you show us what they look.d like on this pap.r-7 

The liQhts in front of us w.re clusters of liQhts like 
this. I think th•y war• mada of two part~. How should 
I •~Y this, but the liohts wero shap~d li~• window~ of 
.a passenQ•r aircraft. 

I do not know. It ~a• just liohts. Th• on• in front 
of us was like an .aircraft vi.wed fro~ another aircraft 
which was ours. 

Did th~ object mov• with your aircr~ft wh•n you ch~noed 
direction or altitude? 

When we saw the first on• in front of us, we ' did not 
chano• th• headino, but the s~ond one, it was really· 
hArd to sa•, I had to try raal hard to se• it, so wa 
chanoad headino. I think tha object was with us whe~ 
w• chanQed altitud•. When we chan~ed altituda, I coulc 
not sea. The Captain said it was fitill there, so I 
felt like it was thera. 

-- ~ __ .,._ . ..., ... DII 'U \1io .. ,...o¥:tii'W"4L'""!.\! ' W'i>i A .iJli¥1·#\-~ '"'If 1 ,. • 

Did you see anoth~r aircraft? 

I saw United Air Line. 
- I l ._- ...... • .~ - -

Any other lighted, or unliohtad objects? 

33 



I 

i 
"I 

!: ,. 
r. 
'f .. ;1 

.;,~ 
t 
I. 

~!. 
·~,! 

V! 

_ .. _ . -- ... . ·- · - .. . .... .. -- "'-· ·· ·-·- - .. . 

T•ukub•• Wh~ th• United ~ircraft wAs pa•sino by, w. w•r• seaino 
tha sacond liohts. 

Tsukuba; Th• first li;ht• I ~~w was unch&nQ.d until th•y 
disApp•ar•d. Th• s•cond on•, it ~• so hard to se~. 
In my ~ind, I ~m not c•rtAin whath•r it WAS lioht• of • 
distant town or a wtrano• obj.ct. 

B•ckn•r• What were th• w•ather conditions? 

Beckner a 

Tsukubaa 

Beckn•ra 

Tsukubaa 

E.rcknera 

Tsul..ubaa 

Backnara 

Tsukuba1 

B•ckn.ra 

T~oukubaa 

Hi~notoz 

It w&s cl••r. 

Did you ••• any stars? 

I think th.r• w.r• stars, but ••• 

An~· maon•tic disturbanc•? 

No. 

. . 

Wer• thar• any instrum•nt fluctuation• on your Flioht 
Enoin••r'• pan•l durino th• obj.cts prwsenc•? 

·~ · No, it d~dn't (th•r• w•r•n't). 

Do you w••r ol•ss•s? 

No, I don't. 

R•fl•ction? What do you ~•an? 

Did you• see &ny reflection of inside liohts on th• 
aircraft window olass? 

•iJ.·· 

Tsukubal No. there was not any. 

B•ckn~ra Would you like to •dd anythino? Do you h•v• •ny 
questi on11? . W• hav• com• h•r• and i nt•rvi •w~d you a 
lot. Is th•r~ anythinQ wa c.n answRr raQ&rdino your 
questions? 

•• 

,. 
' 
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Tsukubar · Th• points 1 would lik• to reinforce &re thAt the 
li~ht• in front of us wora diffarant fro~ town li~hts. 
I can not describw the sh•P•· I am not as certain Aa 1 
am about the li~hts on the left side. l do not know 
what tho shApe of · the objects was. So I •~ sure that 
the liQhts th&t were in front of us ~re different fr~ 
town liCJhts. Whtm 1 w&s intorviewCI'd here &t t .he first 
timv by FAA personnel, I was not sure whather tha 
object was an UFO or not. Hy aind has not ch&nQed 
!iince th..,,. 

~ .. ·-·. "---:::> 

~~Q-~~--·· -···--
Peter E. Beckn~r 

A.S.I. 
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PERSONNEL STATEMENT 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center 

The following ia a report concerning the i~cident to air~raft JL1628 on 
November 18, 1986 at 0230 UTC. · 

My nAme is Carl E. Henley (HC) I am employed as an Air Traffic Control 
Specialilt by the Federal Aviation Administration at the AnchC'Ir.ooge Air Route 
Traffic Coctrol Center, Anchorage, Alaska. 

During the period of 2030 UTC, November 17, 1986, to 0430 UTC, November 18, 
1986 I was on duty in the Ancr.orage AR!CC. I was worKing ' the D15 position 
from 0156 U!C, November 18, 1986 to 0230 UTC, November 18, 1986. 

At approximately 0225Z while monitoring JL1628 on Sector 15 radar, the 
aircraft requested traffic information. I adviaed no traffic in his 
vic:fnity. The aircraft adviud he had traffic 12 o'clock same altitude* I 
asked JL1628 1f he would like higher/lowu altitude and the pilot replied, 
neg~tive. I checked with ROCC to see 1f they had military traffic in the arer.. 
and to aee 1f they had primary targets in the are.&. ROCC did have primary 
target in the same position JL1628 reported. Several times I had· lingle 
primary returns where JL1628 reported traffic. JL1628 Later requested a turn 
to beading 210°, ' I approv~d JL1628 to make deviations as n~cessary for 
traffic. !he traffic stayed with JL1628 through turns and decent in the 
vicinity of FAI I requea;.ed JL1628 to make a right 360° turn to see if be 
could identify the aircraft, he lost contact momenta.rily, at which time I. 
observ.ed a prim.ary target in the 6 o'clock position .5 miles. I then vectored 
UA69 northbound to FAl from ANC with his approval to see if he could identify 
the aircraft, he had contact with the JL1628 fligh: but reported no other. 
traffic, by thh time Jll628 had loot contact with the traffic. Alao a 
military C-130 southbound to EDF from EIL advised he had plenty of fuel and 
would take a look, I vectored him toward the flight and climbed him to FL240, 
be also had no contact. 

Note: I requested JL1628 to identify the type or m.artings of the aircraft. 
Be could not identify but reported white and yellov strobes. I requested the 
JL1528 t~ ~y fl!ght conditions, he reported clear and no clouds. 

November 19, 1986 
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PERSONNEL STAn:MEN'! 

FEDERAL AV~TION ADMINISTRATION 
Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center 

January 6, 1987 

'i 

The. folloving is a report concerning the incicient to Japan Airlines Flight 
1628 (~1628) North of Fairhanks, Alaska on November 18, 1986 at 0218 UTC. 

My · name ia Carl E. Henley (HC). I am employed as an Air Traffic Control 
Specialist by the Federal Aviation Administration at the Anchorage Air 
Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), ~~borage, Alaska. 

During the period of 2030 UTC, November 18, 1986, to 0430 UTC, November 
18, 1~86 I ~as on duty in the Anchorage ARTCC. I ~as vorking the R/015 
position from 0156 UTC, November 18, 1986 to 0230 UTC, and the Rl5 
podtion 'f. ~_om 0230 UTC, November 18, 1986 to 0258 UTC, Novembu 18, 1986. 

I am making this statement to clarify certain points in •Y original 
statement dated ~ovember 19, 1986. 

ief.paragraph 4: 

I atated in p,llragrapb four that aeveral ti.llles I bad aeveral p!'im.ary 
returns vhere JL1628 reported traffic; in actuality I observed three types 
of targetl. I s;av tentative radar targets vbich aboved up as a (-) 
1ymbols~ I aav (+) symbols that indicate radar only track1. I also aav 
non run lenth targets vhich ahov up as a (.) aymbo1s. 

Additionally, I atated the traffic atayed vith JL1628 through turna and 
descent, thi~- information vas vhat I received from JL 1628. 
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PEB.SONh'!L STA'IU!ENT 

FEDERAL AVIATION ALni~lSTlATIOW 
Anchorage Air Route Trarfic Control Center 

January 7, 1987 

the following is a report concerning the incident involving aircraft JL 1628 
z.n·,~· ~~'E; ::~~~~IrJ. 1:10rth of Fairba.nks on November 18, 1986 at 0218 UTC. 

!:1J Daxo.e _il Samuel J~ ltich (SR). ;I &'II employed u an 'Air Traffic Control 
! p&cialist by the Federal Aviation Administration at the Anchorage Air Route 
tta!£1~ Control Center, Anchorage, ~aka. 

J)uring t~e period of 0035 UTC, November 18, 1986, to 0835 UTC, Novembir 18, 
U86, I wu on duty in the Anchorage ARTCC. I wu working the Dl5 position 

1~,ffi~~}1~~«l~~~l!il~i· f ro'll 0230 t/.L'C, November 18, 1986, to 0530 UTC, November 18 .• 1986. 

~~~~~~~~ pilot of JL _l628 reported tb.t he had traffic at his altitude. He stated 
S.t vu a big pbne vith yellov and white lights. Ye advised him ve had no 
traffic in his position. We adjusted the radar PVD to approximately a 25 mile 

:.~:.';":r•~:·'i'r,,,;,,~r,,~:~l!ll ;.;rc.; · oeale and there vas a radar return in the poaition the pilot had reported 
traffic. 

t ealled RDCC to aak if th~y had any military traffic operating near JL 1628. 
th& ROCC aaid they had no ailitary traffic in the area. I then asked them if 
they could aee any traffic Dear JL 1628. R.OCC adviaed that they had traffic 
uu' JL 1628 in the aame polition ve did. 

I uud ROCC 1f they had any aircraft to acramble on JL 1628, they aaid ther 
vould call back. Rovever, there vas no further communiution regarding the 
raqueat for a scramble. 

( 
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PE.RSO~"NEL STATEMEN1' 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
AnchorAge Air Route Traffic Control Center 

January 9, 1986 

The following is a report concerning the incident to Japan Airlines Flight 
1628 (JL1628) north of Fairbank~, Alaska on November 18, 1986 at 0218 UTC. 

}!y name · is John L. !a mink (AA). I am employed as an Air Traffic Control 
Specialist by the Federal Aviation Administration at the Anchorage Air Route 
Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), Anchorag~, Alaska. During the period of 2230 
UTC, November 17, 1986 to 0630 November 18, 1986 I vas on duty in the 
Anchorage ARTCC. I vas training on Sector 013 from 2300 UTC, November ,17, 
1986, to 0300 UIC, November 18, 1986. 

I vaa on my vay to take a break vhen I noticed the unusual activity at the 
Sector 15 poaitiona. I plugged into the C1S poaition and auiated them by 
anavering telephone linea, mAting and taking h.andofh, and coordiu ting aa 
necusary. A.1 to the specific incident, I •onitored the aircraft• 
tran~aaiona and obaerved dat~ on the radar that coinaided vith information 
that the pilot of JL1628 reported. I coordinated vitb the 'iOCC on the BRAVO 
and CB..ARLIE lines. They confirmed they also aav data in the aame location. 
At approxi.m.ate1y &beAD CA\oliN intersection, 1 no longer aav the data and the 
pilot advised be no longer I&V the traffic. I called the aocc and tb~y 

adviaed they h.ad lost the target. I then unplugged from the position and 
vent on a break. 

Specialist 
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(0214) 

(0215) 

(0216) 

(0217) 

(0218) 

(0219) 

0219:15 Jll628 

0219:24 lt/D15 

0219:28 JU628 

0219:32 l/Dl5 

0219:36 Jll623 

0219:49 I./Dl5-

0219:58 JL1628 

0220:04 l/Dl5 

0220:14 JL1628 

0220:21 R/Dl5 

Anchorage Center' Japan Air dxteen t\lenty eight ah 
do you have any. traffic ab aeven o'clock above 

' 

Japan·Air aixteen tventt eight heAvy say again 

Ah do you have any traffic in front of u. 

Japan Air aixteen tve~ty eight heavy negative 

Ah Japan Air dxteen tventy eight roger and ah we 
inligbt ab t\lo traffic ah in front of us one mile 
about 

Japan Air aixteen twenty eight roger do you have ah 
can you identify the a!rcraft 

Ah ve are not sure but ah we have traffic in light 
nov 

Japan Air dxt .. c· tventy eight buvy roger maintain 
viauil contac~ iith your traffic and ab can you say 
the ilti~ ~ ~~ of the traffic 

Um at the •~e altitude sixteen tventy eight 

Japan Air sixteen twenty dght roger would you like 
higher or lower altitude 
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0220:27 JL1628 

(0221) 

0221:19 R/Dl5 

0221:35 JL1628 

. 0221:48 R./Dl5 

0~21:56 JU628 

0222:03 R/DD 

0222:09 R./t)l5 

0221:11 JL1628 

• • 0222:12 R./DlS 

0222 :lb JU~28 

0222:23 R/Dl5 

0222:26 JL1628 

't 0222:31 R./DlS 

Ah no negative Japan Air 6ixteen twenty eight 

Japan Air aixteen twenty eight heavy sir if your 
able to identify the type of aircraft ~h and see if 
you can tell whether its military or civilian 

Ah Ja~n Air aixteen twenty eight we cannot identify 
ah the type ah but ah we can see ah n..aviga tion 
light• and ah 1trobe lights 

Roger air say the color of the atrobe and beacon 
lights 

The color 1• ah - white and yellov I think 

~1te and yellov tb&nk you 

. 
Japan Air aixtun twenty e.ight heavy uy fli&ht 
condition• 

Ah noraal 

Roger air do you b&ve clou.da ah above you or 
you 

Ju1t ah ab ~me lavel 

Japan Air 1ixteen tventy eight ••Y again 

Ah same ah 1a.me level ah flight level three five 
zero 

Roger air do you have clouds ! say again do you have 
clouds above you or below you 
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! 0222:36 

0222:41 

. ' 

0222:~6 

h 
0222:~8 

t' r. 0222:52 

~ 0222:55 
0, 

0223:00 
. '' 

0223:05 

0223:10 

0223:13 

0223:19 

0223:26 

0223:~5 

· 0223:37 

Jll628 

R/Dl5 

Jll628 

R/015 

Jll628 

Jll628 

R/015 

Jll628 

R/015 

Jtl628 

Jl/DlS 

JT.l628 

ROCC 

P./015 

Ju&t ah nov (unintelligible) 

Japan Air 'sixteen l\Jenty eight your garbled chang1 
to frequency one three th ·cee point one 

Ah confirm one three three one 

Japan Air sixteen tventy ,eight heavy aff1rmative 

Thank you ( 

Anchorage Center Japan Air sixteen ~cnty eigh 
flight level thrte five &ero 

Japan Air lixteen tventy dght heavy roger and d 
you have clouda ab~ve you or below you 

bel~v - b~lov ua Ja~an Air aixteen tventy eight 

Japan Air aixteen twenty eight roger 

And nov the urget ah traffic ia ah extinguiabed a 
ve cannot eee now 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight roger Qnd I'm no 
receiving any r•1ar replies 

Ah negative 

One daah two go ahead 

Ya could you look ah approximntely forty miles sout 
of Fort Yu~on there ahould be a code up there of on 
five five :ero can you tell me yo·.1 see a primc.r 
target about his position 
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0223:51 

(0224) 

0224:09 

0224:11 

0224:13 . 

0224:14 

0224:17 

0224:19 

0224:21 

0224:.50 

0224: 5'3 

0225:02 

0225:12 

I , 

0225:18 

ROCC 

R./015 

ROCC 

R/DlS 

ROCC 

JU628 

i./015 

ROCC 

R./015 

JL1628 

R/DlS 

.)ll6~8 

R/015 

Ouy stand-by 
11vaent here -

- I'm ~o~ng to expand out - - just a 
one five five z£ro aquavk huh 

Af f it"'D..a ti ve 

Le.t u ta~ a look here 

Righ altitude thirty Eve thousar.d 

Olc.ay let 1M avitch over to my other scope b'ere 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight 

Alright I'll aee vhat ah I'll c~ll you r.ight back 

Ouy R.-F 

Ja~n Air sixteen tventy eight do you still have ah 
viaual contact vitb the ah traffic 

Affiraative ah 10 ve radar contact ah, 
(unintelligible) 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight buvy roger sir I'11 
picking up a ab hit on the radar approxitUtely fivf 
milu in trail of your dx o'clock posi tior. do yo\ 
concur 

Ah negative ab eleven o'clock ah eight miles ab sam1 
level over 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight heavy roger 
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0225:37 ROCC 

022!i:39 R/Dl5 

0225:43 ROCC 

0225:50 R/015 

022.5:57 ROCC 

0226:03 R/015 

'0226:13 ltOCC 

0226:15 lt/D15 

0226:18 ROCC 

0226:25 R/015 

0226:33 ROCC 

0226:35 R/015 

One dash two's on 

Ya ah did you get another ah target up there by that 
one five five zero code 

Okay I've got your squawk it looks like I am getting 
somP. a urge primary return ah I don't k.noJI if it' & 

erroneous or whatever but 

.; . ... , ' 
Negative uhuh it' a not erroneous I \lant you to k..eep 
a good track on there and if•you pick up a code and 
verify that you do not have · any aircraft operating 
in ' that area ~tlitary 

That is affirm ve do not have anybody up there right 
noW' ah can you give me the position of the primary 

'your receiving 

Ok.ay I '• not I'm ah picking up a 
approximately five r:ero mile a . south right 
right in front of the ab one five five r:ero 

Okay I've got him his about 

pr1m.ary 
up there 
code 

Eight miles in front of the ooe five · five zero code 
be'a got traffic at the aame altitude three fiv~ oh 

Okay I've got him about his ah oh it looks like 
about ah ten o'clock. at about that range yes 

Alright keep an eye oo that and ah aee if •h any 
other military (unintelligible) in that area 

Okay ah ve' 11 look around here see vhat ve can find 
out 

H-C 
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0226:36 ltOCC 

(0227) 

0227:43 ROCC 

0227:45 R/Dl5 

0227:48 .ll.OCC 

0227:4~ 

P.OCC 

P./015 

. P.OCC 

ll./Dl5 

ll.DCC 

P./DlS 

ll.OCC 

JL1628 

IUS 

Okay R-F 

One dash tvo 

Ya ah refer~nce that ah (unintelligible) 

Okay 

That 11 unknovn to us 

It is what 

It 1• ab unknovn to us 

It is an unknovn okay ve've loat contact vith it now · 

Okay vere not working that aircraft (unintelligible) 

Okay I - I'• still not I ve loat contact on him now 
I don't see him at all 

Okay 

Okay P.-F 

(unintelligible ) 

Japan Air cixteen twenty eight heavy you're cot:Ung · 
in broken say again 
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Request ah deviate ah ab froc ah from object ' request 
heading two four zero 

Japan Air sixteen t~ecty eight roger fly heading t~o 

four zero - - - Japan A1r sh:teen t~enty eight ah , 
heavy deviatio~s approved as nece~sary for traffic 

It'a ah quite big 
.. .. . 

Japan Air sixteen twenty dgh't heavy you're still 
broken aay again 

It'a ah I think ah very quite big ah plane 

Approach sector fif - - approach fifteen request 

Co .-head 

Let's aee one two milea sou:heast 
(unintelligible) you'll aee a code of 
zero at flight level three five zero 

Ya 

of the Alpha 
one five five 

Are you pickin up c primary target right vith that 
aircraft 

You mean aside from the aircraft itself 

Ya ya otter than that one are you pickin up a ah it 
a be primary ah he's probably not aqua~king • code 

Ah no it's the only target I sec there 
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0232;00 Rl5 

0232:03 APCH 

0232:04 Rl5 

0232:05 APCH 

0232:07 .JLl628 

0232: 20 · JL1628 

0232:25 Rl5 

0232:34 215 

0232:39 ~162a-

... 

JL1628 

·Rl5 

to.., ~. \.• •• 

.. 
•• 

Ouy if you see a primary watch that fifteen fifty 
code if you have time 

Ya 

If you see a primary vith it keep your eye on it and 
he should be at three five oh also 

Alright very good we're watching 

Japan Air aixteen tventy ·eight ah request de&cent 

Jap4n Air dxteen tventy eight request three one 
~ero 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight heavy understand 
requesting flight level three one zero 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight 
trinsmiuiona are broken say again 

Flight level three one zero 

heavy your 

Japan Air sixte~ one er correction aixtE:en twenty 
eight he&vy descend at pilot discretion maintain 
flight level ,three one zero 

Leaving three five zero to three one zero 

Japt.n Ai~ _ a.i.xteen tventy eight he~vy do you_ still 
have your traffic 

Still ah coming ah ah right 
formation 

formation in ah 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight understand 
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(0234) 

0234:3e Rl5 

0234:42 JL1628 

0234:52 !US 

0234:.56 Jll628 

0235:02 Rl5 

0235:15 i.l5 

0235z20 · J:Ll628 

0235z24 Dl5 

0235:27 APCH 

0235:28 Dl5 

0235:29 APCH 

0235 :·30 Dl5 

0235:38 · JJ>CR 

Japau Air sixteen twenty eight heavy say position of 
your traffic 

Affirmative west of ah Fairbanks 

Japan Air d:teen twf'.nty eight heavy underataod your 
traffic is over Fairbanks at this ti,me 

Affirmative - - ah request beading tvo one zero / 

Japan Air 1ixteeo twenty eight heavy roger 
deviations approved a1 necessary for traffic 

Japan Air dxteen twenty eight uy altitude of your 
traffic 

. 
Ah ou ah 11 ah same lt\·el 

Approach canter on the aixty one line 

Approach 

Rave you got a aecond 

Sure go ahead 

Look at your radar \le got a Japan Air one liX tvo 

h t d 1 tin& he' 1 about ah five miles 
eight ah • • ev a f1 ve five 
north of Fairbank• v-o-R squawking one 
tero 

Uh huh 
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- - -· ---
0235:39 Dl5 

0235:42 RI5 

0235:43 Dl5 

0235:44 APCH 

0235:49 015 

0235:50 APCH 

(0236) 

0236:12 JL162& 

0236:18 R15 

0236:24 Jll628 

0236:37 R15 

0236:47 Jll628 

(0237) 

0237:12 Dl5 

' 

. -

Do y~u have any traffic w~th him he sees traffic he 
was deviating 

I already asked approach 

Oh he's already a5ked you I guess huh 

Ah - ya no ve don't I don't see anything there aside 
from his ab his target 

Okay thank you S-R. : 

Unintelligible 

Ah Anchorage Center Japan Air one six two eight 
request direct ah Talkeetna 

Japan Air d.xteen tventy eight 
Talkeetna and in ab advise me 
your traffic 

heavy cleared dire,.. t 
of your position of 

Ah aame po same position 

Japan Air ai.xt~~ twenty eight heavy ah 
gonn.a request you to make a right turn 
~ero degrees three bundreci and sixty degree 
adviae me vhat your traffic does then 

Right turn three sixty 

Anchorage Center 

50 

'ir I'm 
three s ix 

turn and. 



0237:13 ROCC 

0237:18 ·Dl5 

0237:19 ROCC 

0237:Zl Dl5 

0237:23 ROCC 

0237:25 Dl5 

0237:27 ROCC 

.0237:29 Dl5 . 

0237:30 ltOCC 

0237:32 DlS 

0237:33 ROCC 

0237:55 ll5 

0238:00 JL1628 

0238:54 lll5 

0238:57 JL1628 

____ .,.,.. ... __ .......,... ..._ __ ._ ... . 

• Ya one dash tvo are you st;11f~or~ing the one five 
five zero squ~Vk 

<roe five L'h 

Ya he's the "n£ that had somebody in ,front of him 
level 

Yes 

Okay ve have no ve have confirmed ve ha~e no 
military airc~aft vorking up there 

0\c..ay thank. you very much 

Doea he still have tally on the aircraft out there 

You h&ve no traffic at all 

That's correct does he ttill hAve ao~ebody visua~ 

He aaya be does 

. Oh okay thank you 

Japar. Air dxteen tventy eight heavy dr does your 
traffic appear to be 1taying vith you 

(unintelligible) just looking 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight air do you atill have 
tbt: traffic 

Ah (unintelligible) distinguished 
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0239:01 .Rl5 

0239:04 JL1628 

0239:57 Dl5 

0239:58 · ROCC 

0240:05 Dl5 . 

0240:07 ROCC 

0240:10 Rl5 

0240:15 . Jll628 

0240:23 Rl5 

0240:24 Dl5 

0240:30 . ROCC 

0240:32 JL1628 

0240:35 1!.15 . 

0240:47 JL1628 

---------·--··· 

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight say again 

It ah disappeared Japan Air sixtee~ twenty eight 

Anchorage Center 

Ya this 1' one dash tvo again on some oth~r 

equipment here ve have confirmed there is a flight 
she of two around your one five five :tero aquavk. 
one primary return only 

Or~y vhere is is he folloving him 
/ 

It loo~ like he ia yes 

Japan Air a• .~:te~n twenty eight heavy roger at your 
diacretion proceed direct Talk~etna Jay one tvo five 
Anchorage 

(unintellixible) 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight roger air the 
military radar advises they do have a primary tar&•t 
in trail of you at this time 

Ok.y do you have anybody you can acr~ble up there 

I'll tell you ~t ve're a~nna talk to your liaaion 
·air about that 

Ah aay again Japan Air sixteen tventy eight 

Japan .Ur 'ixteen tve.nty eight huvy 'lllili~ary radar 
adYiau they are picking up intend ttent f!'ilc..try 
target behind you in-trail in-trail I say agai~ 

(unintelligible) 
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0240:46 ROCC 

0240:50 015 

0240:51 ROCC 

0240:54 015 

.0240:55 ROCC 

0240:57 015 

0240:58 ltOCC 

·-·------· --· ·· -· · 

\.l'hcre 1a thil aearch return •t right behind hi~ or 
vhere 

Say again 

Ah I'm gouna talk. t.o my other radar 1un here has 
gotta he 1 1 got aome other equipment vatcbin.g this 
Aircraft: 

Okay 

Okay ve're gonna call the military desk. on thia 

Ouy thank. you 

Okay B.-P' 

(There vas au overlap of transmissions during tbia time frame) 

0240:10 RlS 

0240:12 JL1628 

0240:13 Rl5 

0240:17 Jll628 

0240:26 R.l5 

0240::>4 Jl1628 

0240:.35 Rl5 

Japan Air aixteen tveuty eight- Anchorage requeat 

Co ahead 

Roger sir would you like our military to scramble on 
the traffic 

Negative negative 

Japan Air sixteen twenty t!!.gbt heavy sir ve do h&ve 
military ah at Eilson forty milea away I can put em 
up and let em check. the traffic for you 

Roger 

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight roger vould you like 
us to do that 
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0240:44 TOTEM 

0240:48 Rl5 

0240:55 JL1628 

0240:59 lU5 

(0241) 

0241:07 JL1628 

· 0241:49 l!.OCC 

0241:51 -~15 

0241:56 ltOCC 

0241:59 Dl5 

. 0242: 00 ROCC 

0242:04 JL1628 

0242:09 Rl5 

,.._.... m #Li$40 #) ,.cM'UID J ...... • 

Anchorage Center you h&ve Totem seven one up here ah 
ve might be able to get close to him 

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight you vere broken say 
again 

Ah say again Japan Air sixteen tventy eight 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight your tranamiuion ~ 
broken dr \.·e do have llilitary aircraft in your 
vicinity that ve can ah check on the ab tra~fic vith · 
you ' 

Ah (unintelli&ible) aixteen twenty ei&bt no ra~ 
traffic above 

On~ tvo' • on 

l.oger vbere' • 
primary ah by 
fifteen fifty 

that ab are you atill paintins a 
that Japan Airl1nu flight aqu.avk..1Jl.G 

Okay let me look at ay other 

Can you tell vbere'• the position o! it 

Okay atandby 

'· 

Anchorage Center Ja~n Air aixteen e-enty eight 
confirm direct to Talkeetna three one zero 

Japan Air sixteen ~enty -eight heavy affirmative · 
direct Talkeetna and descend at pilot' • discretion 
maintain flight level tvo five zero 



0242:16 JL1628 

0242:24 ROCC 

0242:29 Dl5 

0242:31 ROCC 

0242:35 JL1628 

0242:42 us 

(0243) 

(0244) 

0244:07 1U5 

0244:12 JL1628 

0244:13 PJ.5 

0244:17 JL1628 

0244:39 lU5 

02l.4:4l UA69 

Ah pilot'• diacretioc two five zero Japan Air 
aixteen twenty eight 

It looks like he be ab offset left and then possibly 
fell back in-trail however I can't aee him now I 
can't pick him out 

Okay thank you very IIUCh S-R 

R-F 

Ah we have - Anchorage Center Japan Air one aix tvo 
eight ab ve bava in aight aame position over 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight undentand in ai&ht 
in aa.me position 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight air do you atill have 
the traffic 

Ah aay again please 

t 
"t 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight heavy do you atill 
have the traffic 

l. 

Ah a!firm&tive ab nine o'clock ab ah 

United sixty nine Anchorage request 

Ah go ahead United sixty nine heavy 
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0244:43 RlS 

0245:04 UA69 

0245:10 Rl5 

0245:16 UA69 

0245:24 R.lS 

0245:46 UA69 

0245:49 Rl5 

0246:06 UA69 

0246:12 JUS 

.• 0246:22 UA69 

.. 

···--·-----

United sixty nine heavy sir I've got a Japan Air 
a even forty a even presently in your eleven o'clock. 
position and one hundred and one correction one one 
zero milu and he has traffic (unintelligible) I' 11 
keep you advised ah vhen you're closer to him I vant 
you to aee if you aec anything vith him 

Okay fine ah ve'll look. for ya 

United sixty nine heavy air 
to id.entify the ah type of 
him 

if you can I vould like · 
aircraft ,;'hen you go bJ 

Okay you got some background ah noise ao you yo1 
vant ua to identify the trailina aircraft if ve can 

Unit~d aixty nine h~avy affi~tive 

Say again the location of the traffic for Unit~ 

aixty nine 

United aixty nine heavy in your eleven o'cloc 
poaition one zero zero m.ilu aoutbbound is a Japa 
Air aeven forty seven he is at flight level thrct 
one uro aays be h.as traffic at bil nine o' cloc 
position s~e altitude 

'We'll be looking th&t's ab ah can't see anything yat · 

i.oger air be' 1 ah vay up to ab to the ' north cf "fc 
\lith your concurrence I'• gonna put you on a vectc 
and take you ab closer to him ah so vhen you pa• 
you'll be vithin five miles of each other 

Okay you're uh something vrong vitb your transmittl 
I or something but ah I think your talking to Uni t1 : 

sixty nine 
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0246:34 Rl5 

0246:46 UA69 

0246:48 U5 

0246:54 JL1628 

0246:59 1U5 

0247:06 JLl628 

0247:09 lU5 

0247:10 UA69 

(0248) 

0248:11 UA69 

0248:13 ll5 

0248:16 UA69 

0248:19 Rl5 

·-- .. - --.......- .__,..._._ ...... _ .. _ •.. 
, .. 

United &ixty nine heavy that 1& affirmative sir I 'a 
gonna take you on a vector closer to the Japan Air 
he '11 still be at flight level three one z:r : .:> and 
I'm gonna keep you at flight l~vel two nine zero aa 
long . as you can stay up with your approval 

That' 11 be fine 

Japa:1 Air dxteen twenty eight· heavy maintain fli&bt . 
level three one zero 

Japan Air one 11ix · two eight 
maintain three one zero 

(unintelli&ible) 

Japan Air aixteen twenty eight roger I'm gonn.a h.ave 
a United aircraft get close to you and take a lo-oll. 
ah to see if he can identify your traffic 

ThAnk you 

United dxty nine heavy turn ten degreu left ra.dar 
vectors ah to see traffic 

Left United sixty nine 

Ah ••Y again the traffic (unintelligible) 

Aircraft calling Anchorage Center with traffic uy 
again 

United sixty nine can you point the traffic out 
again please 

United sixty nine heavy affirmative the ah Japan Air 
is in your eleven o'clock po&ition and five zero 
mile& southbound 
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0248:28 UA69 

0248:31 Rl5 

0248:34 JL1628 

0248:52 Rl5 

(0249) 

0249:32 UA69 . 

0249:39 1U5 

0249:45 ' JLl628 

0249:47 UA69 
. -~---- ··1•.;.• .... . 

l - • -..-·-~--- • •• ,! ... 

· oi49:32 · us 
I 

.o. -...~,_.-... .. t .... 

' • ~ ·~~~' - . J I· <t 

·· 0250:00 .. UA69 

0250:05 UA69 

0250:07 Rl5 

0250:14 UA69 

Ah roger thank you 

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight heavy say the 
position of your traffic 

Ah nov ab ab moving to ah around ten mile nov ab ah 
position ah seven ab eigh! o'clock ten mile 

Japan Air sixteen seventy eight heavy roser 

Ask that Japan Airliner to ah turn on his lights and 
turn it off for United sixty nine would ya 

Japan Air aixteen tventy eight heavy ah flash your 
ah ~anding li~hts on and off please 

Do now Japan Air sixteen twenty eight 

Okay ve 1 V(. got the ah Japan Airlines airplane this 
is United sixty nine 

United eixty nine heaVy roger the Japan Air says the 
traffic · is in his a even to . eight o'clock position 
and one zero miles in-trail 

Okay ve're lookin 

~y don't you get ua a little closer 

United sixty nine heavy roger another additional ten 
degrees left 

Roger Ukited sixty nine 
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0250:35 UA69 

0250:46 RlS 

0250:52 JL1628 ' 

(0251) 

0251:02 Rl5 

0251:06 JL1628 

0251:32 UA.69 

.. 0251:49 us 

(0251) 

Cl52:03 UA69 

. ~2:05 Rl5 

UA69 

• 

United 1ixty nine heavy we've got the Japan Airliner 
insight 1 don't see anybody eround bl111 ah ht:'& at 
his seven to eight o'clock pvsitioo huh 

United sixty ninr. that' a 'What: he aaya Ja;>an Air 
aixteen twenty eight heavy aay the position of your 
traffic nov 

Ah nov di&tinguid:.i~g but ah ah your I guess ah 
twelve o'clock belov ah yo~ over 

Jtpan Air aixteeD twenty eight heavy aay again 
you're broken 

Just ahead of ah United ah (unintelligible) 

~ Center fr0111 United ah sixty nine ah the ah Japan 
Airliner is silhouetted against a ah light aky I 
don't see anybody around hi111 at all I can aee his 
contrail but I sure don't see ~ny other airplanes do 
you aee him 

United sixty nine heavy ah negative air ve got just 
a very fev primAry hits on the ah target and then ah 
ve really h&ven't got a ~ood track on him ever 

Yeah ue'd like to start doun nov Ucited sixty nine 

United aixty nine heavy cleared direct !airbanks 
descend at pilot discretion ma!.ntain one z:ero 
thous~nd Fairbanks altimeter three zero tvo tvo 

to~ to one zero thousand direct to Fai:banks United 
sixty. nine 
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IUS 

IUS · 

TOTEM 

IUS 

.TOTEM 

us 

JL1628 

JL1628 

RlS 

. RJ.S 

And United sixty nine heavy I thank you for your 
help 

Tot~ aeven one contact Anchorage Center one one 
eight point tw 

If you vant ve 've got extra gas ve could bop up 
another five or aix thousand feet and turn around 

Totem seven one ah roger air if you'd like ah 
atandby Tote~ aeven one turn ah right 
heading tvo five correction turn right beading tvo 
seven zero radar vectors to intercept : 

!vo seven zero you vant us to to up five or six 
tbouaand 

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight heavy descend at 
pilot diacretion m&intain flight level ~ five xero 

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight ah pilot's discretion 
maintain ah ah tvo five zero so ah ah I cannot I 
couldn't aee ah 0-r-o over 

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight heavy underatand you 
do not aee the traffic any longer 

AffirmAtive 

Roger air I've got a military C one ah thirty th&t'a 
goons go over and take a look at it 

Totet11 seven one eir the miiitary seven forty seven 
on completion of your turn vill be in your t~o 

0 I Clock positiOn three :terO mile& SOUthCOUnd B t ah 
flight level three one zero 
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(0754) 

0254:04 

0254:09 

0254:32 

0254:34 

(0255) 

0255:27 

TOTEY. 

Rl5 

TOTEM 

1U5 

TO~ 

1U5 

RlS 

TOmt 

1U5 

TOTEM 

Rl5 

Okay air we're searching . this time we think we have 
him 

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy flash your 
landing lighta please 

And Center :totem &even one would li~e to climb to 
two four zero 

Totem •even one climb and maintain flight level tvo 
four z:ero 

Out of two one zero for two four zero Totem •even 
one 

Totem seven one the aeven forty seven ia now tvo 
o'clock one five miles 10uthbound three one zero 

Ah y~a air we've got him insight 

Totem aeven one under&tand you do have him insight 

(unintelligible) 

Totem seven one do you aee any traffic in his 
vicinity 

Not flashing any lights at this time sir 

Totem seven one d~viations ·approved as ah necessary 
to ah taY~ a look 
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(0256) 

0256:02 

0256:04 

0256:10 

0256:13 

0256:17 

0256:22 

0256:.28 . 

0256:40 

(0257) 

0257:13 

0257:18 

(0258) 

(0259) 

TOTEM 

ltlS 

TOTEM 

ll5 

TOTEM 

JL1628 

liS 

JL1628 

us 

JLl628 

Okay sir Totem seven one vilco 

And Totem seven one air after your ah the seven 
fot'ty seven goea by you ah your discr~tion direct 
Eilaon 

Okay that vould be Elmendorf lir but ab understand 
direct 

Totem aeven one that' • my correction air be direct' · 
Elmendorf your diacretion 

Anchorage Center Japan Air one aix ~o eight l~ving 
ab three one zero for ah tvo five zero nov 

Japan Air sixteen ~enty eight heavy roger and 
traffic in your eleven o'clock ah correction your 
ten o'clock poaition five miles westbound ia a 
military C one thirty flight level two four zero 

Roger 

Japan Air dxteen ~enty eight heavy contact 
Anchorage Center one one eight point two 

Eight point ~o good day 

End of Transcript 
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JAN G t9S7 

The following ia a chronological s~ry of the alleged aircraft 
sighting• by Japan Airline• Flight l62A, on November 18, 1986: 

All time• listed are approximate UIC unless othervise specified. 

0219- The pilot of JL1628 requested ' traffic info~tion from the ZAN s~,tor 

15 controller. Vben the controller adviaed there vas no traffic in 
the vicinity, JL1628 responded that they had s~e direction traffic, 
approximately l ~le in front, and it appeared to be at their 
altitude. Yhen queried about any identifiable markings, the pilot 
reaponded that they could only aee vhite and yellov strobes. 

0225 - Jtl628 inforaed tAN that the traffic vaa nov viaible on their radar, 
in thtir ll o'clock position at 8 ailea • 

* 0226- ZAN contact~d the Military Regional Operation& Control Center, (ROCC), 
and uk.ed if they vere receiving any radar returns near the porition 
o! Jll628. The ZAN controller adviaed that be had a primary target ~n 
the aircraft's 11 o'clcck. poaition eight ailea. The ROCC adviaed thAt 
they vue recdvitl.i a primary radar return in JL1628 'a 10 o'clock 
position same ranJe (ei&ht aile1). 

0227 - The I.OCC contacted ZAN to adviu they vne no longer recdvin.g any 
radar returns in the vicinity of Jll628 • 

0231- JL1628 adviaed that the •plane· vas •quite bi&•, at vhich ti~ the tAN 
controller approved any courae deviations needed to avoid the traffic. 

0232 - JL1628 requested and received a deacent froa YL3.50 to Yt.:no. Vben 
aaud if the traffic vu deacending al&o, the pilot stated it vas 
descen.dinz ·1n foraation·. 

0235 - Jtl628 nquutad and ractived a huding change to tvo one zero. The 
&ircra!t V&l nov in th.s vicinity of Fair~ and ZAN contacted 
Fairb.aw Approach Control aakin.g it they had any radar returns nur 
JL1628'a pcaition. The 1airbanX. Controller advised they did not. 

0236 - JL1628 V&l 11.-ued a 360 de&ree turn and uked to inform UN if the 
traffic stayed vith th~. 

0238 - The i.OCC called 1.JJl advidng they had confii"Ud a ·night of cvo· in 
_ . JL1628'• po1itioc. They advi1ed they had •ome ~other equipaent 

.. vatch.ing thia•, and one vu a prim.a.ry target only. 

0239 - JL1628 told ZAN they no longer bLd the traffic in sight. 

~ 0242 -The RDCC advised it loo~d as though . the traffic had dropped back and 
to the left of JL1628, however, they vere no longer tracking it. 

0244 - JL1628 advised the traffic vas nov &t 9 o'clock 

0245 - ZAN hsued a 10 degre~ turn to a northbound U~ited Airlines flight, 
after pi:ot concurrence, in an attempt to confirm the traffic. 

0248- Jll628 told ZAN the traffic vas nov at 7 o'clock, 8 miles. 
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02.50 - Tb• .not.thbound United Fl-ight adTbed they bad the Japan Ai.t'linu 

· flight 1n light, ,against ~ light background, and could not see any 
· other~traTfic. 

02.53 - JL16~~ .. ~d-~iaed they no longer bad · contact vitb the tnff1c • . 
i' '-"' •• J.:.. .. :t.~.: .. .»r.--or :J, : .. 

A subsequent r~Tiev o! ANC ARTCC'• radar trackin& data failed to confira any 
t~rgttl in cloaa proximity to JL1628. 

• ., 

Thcs~ portions vera revised from the oriqinal summary, followi~q 
further reviev of the ~oice recordings • 

.. 

.. 
·: 

.. ' 

64 

I I 

I ' 

' ' 

I 

l 

I 
I 
I 

\· 



I 

I I 
i 

---..--------------··· 
OAIL" 'ORO OF FAClUTY OPERATION 

~ o_,ember 17, 1986 

------------------------~--~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.,~~ IOellYIC.t. ~ lYP£ f.t.OUTY OPEAA TINO POSIT~ J: 00 )/ ~S 
Anchoraqe, :Alaska ZAN ARTCC 

~ -· ,. 

. • »tiC CHic.F 

O. GATES • 

0.900 OG en,..·, "opening log this dite. · FCO log attached. Previous log checke ... 
.·-·---· all control room equipment· operating normal • . ATCS s .. Mej~a SF160 · . . ·· 

to ODK on BF743 rtn on 11/18/86 on BF746. ATCS G. Wor~an SFl60 
-- to'KTN on'AS62 rtn today on AS67. ·- .. . -·-....,- ·. ·-----·-- ·-·-· ·-:- ·-··- .-
-1130 - TO'l'EM7l FBK-EDF diverted to EIL due to fogo at EDF. -··--- ·-·-· .. ···-

:, 205 CBI te~inal on control room floor ots. . . · . · - .. . 
·1255~ F~TS rlsd for maint:·· .. - ·,· ·-··-: ... ····· ··:-····:·-'----:-·--: ....... -·.-·-- ·--
-1415;;_ EARTS' . rts.t~ · " · .. . · ... I . ·· .... :~ .: .. :...:..~· : · . · · · •' ~-·-~-----

.. . . .. . ·: ~ ... :: ... :.· :- ,·, . . - . .. ·!' '• ... , .... .;. .. ; . ... . : ._.,. ·-· ; ' ... 
· 16 3 0 E-. SIGMET GOLF 01 distributed. · :...~::~: ... ~:·f~t:~ :-~ ~·.·:; I' : ·:t.: ·~· .. , · .,;,. . ..... -~·- ....... ,.; .. :. ·· , .... :- .. · · " 
~ 720 ·.:. TR ·onw~·r::. :·-·; .. ;:-:,::;:-~~-:: t= ... " >· ... ~ · ; . .... ' 1 · · : · 1 .. • • •• 

:..1025...;. SIGMET·.GOU' ~02 · ·p·o~ted . .'~/8 ::·.:··:·.~:;_.;;._ ..... . ···, ! . · : ___:_~ · ........ , · . . 
1951 ;, (Dlyd entry) BKA radar ots. -;:.:~.!:.. .. ;::,.,..~·:r· ·.- · ;. · :.: -::· .. . ·:-: .. ,. ·.:~' · ~·· : . . . -~ ·. 

• • • .,..,. 4' ~ •• -1 ••••• , • ... • . • . . 

. - . ~2;;:.!4 ·~~:~~~~.; ~~.~,=t~xt.:~~~;.~~.: .~~;:~;;::::.~j:~,~~~~ ~~~~;:~.~-~;~ .. ~~;. ~ ;,. ~:? ~ t 
• ~ , 1 , I j --t I . "'r. I ,. ,.... 4 '\- . , 

. ··: 
, I 

... 0. ~ 

~~·. 

.. . ... 

):a~~'-\.: P'DC : NO'l'AM requested 'to Flt Restriction NOTAM !or Mt PAVLOP' ·a..rea • · ·~ .:.::· .. :: 
'· ;···:.-:-·: .. Restriction ·within· 5 ·statute 'miles ·to 'i-6T4ee-.~l4.,SOOmsl;:-ZAN-l; · .. 
~-~:;ff:S':~.: .ANC~FSS, ... A'FA ANC 'ATCT, 'CDB FSS EDF ,CPS ad.sd. .. . l.:. ":'· ·.v . :':~ .--.: ·. ~.> · ·:· ·. -·:.>·. 
:-2127 .F (Dlyd entry) .BKA 'radar rts . .. ::·; . ·~ •. ·~·~(~:: ·;:;~.f · i{ .. ;;~;· r. .. ;'-7.•?-~r ; · . ~:.:: ·· .·:-:.... .. ~~·. :<~·.=.::t;"-~::-: .:.'· ·· · 
~2300 1:. "FX ~.NOT AM 6/3177 Jissued ·for 'Mt.';PAVLOF; .volcanic· acti::_~~;(,·::~ ;:;..;-J.-:!§.:. '··· _ ·::. 
~0 0 0 (.~ TYO ~e -check. .fcompleted., ~all . parti~~- ,reading .. !~ ve. !r:.;: .:~"':"::!f. ·· :-;{_ ..... ~~~':"' 
~· 0010 ]: SYA ·radar ots. due . to ·loss o.f .~pper. ~:,ROC/: ZAN-l " ~cizd r-p,t~;{~tp:~~:....~! .. wt;f., 
::-o 0 12-::f SIGMERl' 'GOLF 03 posted ·7 I 8 .... _..:. .1,.· ~:~ ....... -:•-... · . .,... : ~ · -:•.,r·,·.t· ;; : :-.·. · · .. -· ·~ · ... -.. ·-; : , ~ · . . .... , · :'. 
3R&e3 :_:: SYA ~radar· ·rts ~·:;ROC; '.ZAN-1 ::adzd ;:: ~..:..· ./~~~L:·:·:~:i-::' ·:V•:·:r.:.:.\):':':-~~..;,::·.::·;-:·::,.~;... ,.. -: .• ~"": ..!r,<--· 
~0035 :r FDC··:NOTAM . office ·:adzd .to ;increas·e ··alt ~on · Mt:·:PAVLOF restriction .. to ~:. 
~~~.6. 'FL270 :'\ROC ·~ Pili.:..-; ..,..adzci. ·~t'i~!.-';:..'~·;'d~~~~~Jc.~;:;f._~-.l}·.·~-~~.;.:.•·~. ~;· ; .~., . --- .···~ 
-.0036-::-. .Ocaa.n.ic .!"low :set.lO .mins botwean depa.rtures alL.routes .from .:INCi -J.S 
:0100 '.' AS on watch. ~: ··:-,-.-;:1 .. :, .. :._ .. ~····-· ·~·,·;. ... :.·.·. :1:~ ..•.... . . : ·~···-· · .• ~ ~ .. ..... , .• ,_·..:-·--•:: ...;._.:. ·,·.: · -+.::. • .'· . 
_ . .., . • • -~ . . 1 r' ·'•'··"'· ··•~· · . ·. .. .. , ... • .. , ......-.: . , .J..l••'"·· •• . .. . . ""',_. . . ., 

0105 ;."' P~VLOF NOT~ -al ti'tude "raised"to-n270 •· · · -::·:r ... =~·~.;-~',.~~l:-"'7fl:~~ .... ' ·: ·::.-:;:.-:.:~~;s'i~: ~: 
-0110-:. S.drift.of.:eavlof.aah.added-to.YDC.NO'l'AM. l ' " :. • .. ·.· ·-.-. : ..... · ... ~.-'.· · 
.0112 •; • i 1 • 1 • . •+• • ·· ~•'''"' _, .• . ..,..-: · ... -.r1-..,.. .,<. .r ..• · '-"' ' ·~- .. ·· · .· : ·. ·:.J.-·•-"·-.:-;; . . . . . ~ .5._ ANC_Ocean c . F aw .ca.nce led.~:{·~~., .... ,-:~~~~...:~: ' :·,~1 .~:~-~~· ~· .. fur't .. ·~::~:;r..~~;; .~-;:~. ~-=::.·~ ... "f,;.: • .' 
.)'141 -~ rnc-91 :.91B '"NOTAM~·ent-~or-::-Mt'7iMageik. t;:y.;,:'.: i ~ .. ~~ · .~~=li>:~.' ~.i1~·--±~·:.~·;,·.; .'7'.;.~:~ :~ 
::o 2 0 ~ KINGl7.~'Cl3 0 ~OG ..:!.Dr. :-no .incide.nt.'.::.:...:.Gea..r .prO<]lems / '· ··. :.~:.:.:..:.::....·l .. ·• ....... ..., . · •·.:.:.:..::..:. 

.. 
' 

0221 . .:.. JLl62B, . RB7 47, · .BI.KF .. - .ANC reported traffic at his. ·altitude (FL350) .. : 
-:'t'".-" .. ;r.:~_~f.:. one -mile -wi th ··a ·whi te'"a..nd. yel'low -strobe .-AAL 'ROC· ' EDP' ROCC ·notifed. 

No .Jrnown ~traffic ..:.ldentified.. •·· ,. ·.:;.: ... · .. ·.-.~ .. ~-.~ .-t-· · ·: :' .. f.:'··.'" ... ~·. .. .,: ·.. ·: ·. · ! .·.1--

: 0233 .,.~ JL16 28' a trl!:ffic ·:appa..rently pacing ·visually~ ···:.;{ ZAN and ROCC have ;:;,.!:J:...<· · 
. - -·-._ .. _. 'intermittent· non · ·rada.r -contact-with ·the· ·uriJcnown ·ta.rget=-:-Notified -::-

::_·~~ ANC cus tom.s. ;... ·· + : - · · • ,· ·. · · ·-. ' . • .. , :: ·.•· · ·.· .. : ·.' ·· • • • · ·· . · ... . · 
.0254 ·. JL1628 has lo"";t;i~~al co;;tict ot-"th-;--unk;~{ target. -. ~~.~-~-· 
'0257 :- ED!" F'.OCC 'lost rada..r contact with unknown at a 7 o'clock position··--

.. ··-'· of .JL1628. _ ,. '· •. ~ ~-- , : C.;..:. .. ~ . .. , .• _. 

0323 ·: JL1628 OG 1\.NC parking at INTL terminal. : .··:· i:e.~~J · >.fi·.,: . .::~.~· . ;.... • : · .-~'· · ~ :_:.- . 
-: · -o350 -. SIGME G lf i . ' 1"· };• .. ~· -· ... _ ....... .. . . - - ·-· T o ·4 ·d stributed •.... :;-,;-::- .. 7 ..... , .; ./ · ' · ., .· -: . - .. . .. 
'· • . • • • . ,, • : • • -:.:. - I · · · . •• • . . . ·· :. • : • ;..... ·•. · · .· · · · • ·. ' ... 
I' ... 

! . .. , 
. ! 

I CERTl F'V tl\&1 wCr\.s abo-.1 &rl c:orr.c:t 
that ~~ .a-..cu*l ~1110/'U t-..w ~ 
DCCOmp.l~. uc.p1 u notl<' ard tn.t Vl 
a.o.1~ occurr-.nc.s W'ld conci..,)(\J Nv'l 

*··~ ;. 

SIGNA T\.Jf\US1 Of' WATCH SUPeMSO#\(S) , .. /1 n . 
. - ·;-· ·.-:-:;,::-.···-···" .. --· - .. -~-~ l•f,J . ------ - - ·-

• • ~· I . ~ M, .. .,,. <12' ~, ~ VI·~_! I 9V . . .. .. ·~ - "/: \\''----:-·- ··1-u:; ... 
,,,/~ ,1-J I ' --- ~ 
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I 

Is the p1otted positlon~ .of JL1628 at 0232Z. The JL162B flight vas in 
descent. The pilot it~ted the other object vas des~ending in formation: 
"-'ith him. ·~ \ .' 
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INFORM~TION: ALERT REPCrlT 

Director, AAL-1 

Administrator 

. NOV.l?, 1986, •siGHTING•: At 6:19 pm AST, 'JAL tl'628 Cargo,. 
B747, FL350 enroute to Tokyo via Reykjavik, Iceland, and 
Anchorage, reported observing lighted air traffic, in close 

·proximity. Flight crew unable to cetermine shape but 
est. size, based on flashing yellow, amber, green, lights (no 
red lights) to be equal to B747. ARTCC 'controller advised 
him that there was no known air traffic, but did report 
intermittent radar targets •. (Subsequent regeneration of 
radar tapes revealed r.o valid traffic data.) 

Air crew sighting continued for over 350 miles until . object 
left in eastern direction. Pilot also was able to view object 
using onboard color radar. US Air Force, Elmendorf AFB, 
reported having the JJ_ a11d an occasional primary target on 
ADC radar (military informing media that it was 
•clutter•). JAL pilot requested and perfotrneG 360-degree turn 
and object continued with him. UAL t69 and military C-130, 
volunteered to be vectored in attempt for visual sighting, 
both ~ith negative reports. 

I 
JAL flight crew interviewed by FAA upon landing. Crew 
determined to be professional, rational. We have been 
coordinating with the military. 

National and international news media inquiries mounting 
after inquiry by Ryodo News Service. 

Franklin L. Cunningham 
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And>o< 1191! Oa o1y N~ <:heel Pe<VO 

FAA~ PltUI ~wan. as ~on rsod tm ~·· nndl~ about the JAL pllot•s clghtlng of a UFO. 

FAA has no conclUsion ab·out UFO 
Sy HAL BERNTON 
Da<fy News r epor1('f 

Thf! Fe-d~ral Aviation Administra­
tion Thu"rsday ~lensed th~ ~ults o! Its 
invMt!gntion or the celebrated Nov. 17 
sighting or UFOs b.v a JapanMe Air 
Lln~l c~w. The~ WAS !lrst-~rson tM· 
tlmony !rom th~ JAL cr-ew members, 
statements from controllers and re'lms 
of ndar data. Everything but a conclu­
sion. 

· ""The FAA d~ not h~ve enough 
mBtrnal to say that something was 
the"'," said Paul Steucke, an <~gency 
SPQke-smen. "We are a~pt!ng the de­
~riptiom of the crew but are unable to 
supPQrt what they snw:· 

The FAA originally said radar data 
conrtrmed a UFO sighting in the area. 
But after a lengthy review of ta~. the 
agency determined (hat thr~ control­
l~rs on duty t-hat day were mistaken­
the rndu d!d not pick up an object. 

Howev~r. reporters who flocked to 
the press conference from as for away 
as Japan and Philadelphia did not go 
away ~mpty-handed. Each received .1.1 

!~copy o! the FAA's anthology of the 
event, a thick . packet o! documents, 
tapM and radar photographs. And also 
r:ews of£ new mystery to puzzle. 

The FAA disdose-d another UFO 
sighting on the evenlng o! Jan. 29 by 
fh., ("f'<Ott7 nf "" A 1-.r\.-. II 1-11--- -•---

flying over McGrath. As twC' pilots 
examined a weather radar, they noticed 
a "target" out in front of them. 

"Up at our altitude, (35.000 feet) ... 
you haven't had any UFO reporls 
lately?" on~ of the pilot! radioed th~ 
FA.'\ controller. 

The crew reported the target quickly 
moved off their radar screen at an 
estimated speed of 300 miles a minute. 
They reset their screen !rom a 50-mile 
to a 100-mlle radius. They briefly spied 
the target again. Th~n it b~ame lost In 
the radar clutter created by the Alaska 
Ra&ge. The crew never saw the UFO 

~~a,.:&,.. Oa-A ,,,....,._. 



Q.D JF : FAA releases reams of data from investigation, 

but comes to no conclusion about pilot's sighting 
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I . Continued from Pa~ A·l 
the UFOs on FAA rada r. 

ucepl on radar. 
The FAA did not have 

tround radar coverage lo the 
llcG nth area, so there wa.s 
no way to cor.firm the plane's. 
&ifhli.ng. Agency officials In· 
urviewed c~w members af. 
tu they lar.c!--d, but formed 
no opln!on about the Alaska 
/..lrllnes slgbttn,. 

But also on Thursd; ay, the 
FAA released a !or:nal review 
of the controller rada· r tapes 
by New Jersey-based agency 
technicians th;~t conclu ded the 
controllers mistaken!~ r inter· 
preted a split-image of the 
JAL plane as a s~nd object . 

"lt is unfort\.' male," 
Steucke uld, that t! be split 
image appeared "just when a 
pilot was reporHnr: seeicg 

FAA o!!iciah Thursday something outsic'Je his air-
had more to uy about the craft ." 
Nov. 17 reported althting of Steucke said tl1e · FAA 
two s:mall UFOs and an wor- launched its thr~m .onlh ex· 
moUJ "mothenhlp." The JAL a.mlnallo:l of tb,. l\ lovember 
pilot's initial report apr.-!ared alghtint to mA'H '' Jre 10me 
to ~ putiaUy coo.firmec by ltrange alrcrafl; WI.! m't men· 
three ,round controllei'$, who acing the uft :tl o: ( the ~r 
~ l.n statements releued at '\raf!ic control ystc !m.' Since 
the press conference they-· the radar dld.n't r·lck. up a 
tbou.tht tMy picked up one of r.«:oo.d J.lrcraf t, the r AA now 

There wu no cUniH, but it 
cre~ted many questions that a 
human bcln1 unnot a.ruwer." 

Terauchl uld he first uw 
two spaceships tb.at hovered : 
almost stationary, then nplo1 
ly pulsed across the sky . . 
"Most unexpectedly, t\fo 
1paceshlps stopped l..n !root of 
our face, 1hoolln& off lights. . 
The inside cockpit shined ' 
brl,htly and I fcll warm b-1• · 
the face," Terauchl wrote in 
his report to JAL officials,. 

Later, as the JAL plane • 
flew over Falrba.nJu,. Terau· 
ch1 reported a thlrd Uf~ a 
huge spaceship th~ slz~ of two 
battles;hlps . He sa.ld the spa.ce-­
s.b.ip followed fhe JAL plane 
south of Falrbaolu, then 
abrupUy diup~ as con· 
trollei'$ directed a Unlted Air· 

1.• • 

. ... ..... ....... 

lines pane to ehec:k out the 
sigh tint . 

In t.n interview with FAA 
of!iciili, Terauchl uld the 
Nov. 17 lncldent wa.s the t.hlrd 
UFO lithtint of his ~yur 
ca~r a.s a pilot. A tourtb 
slt}lting Tenuchl nported in 
Ja.nuary be later dW:cl:ned a.s 
tht lll.hts of a t.cwc ren~ 
in the clouds by an a.lr inver· 
sloo. 

Co-pilot Takt.norl Ta.mdujl 
t.J"Id t.nglneu YOI.b.lo 'I'Iuk.uba 
a...d the November 1lghtin.i 
"..JU thcl'r flnt. Both, in intu· 
view\ with FAA o!tlc:ials, 
confirmed part.J of Terauchl's 
account. 

Tl uk u b a, the fliVl t e.o.,c i. 
oeer, 11.ld be uw· 'ltra.nge 
white and . amber-colored 
llthts that J}owed with a 

• ·--· • t• )I' • ··-, •. ,., .,. 

·,};; 
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consldei'$ the !.lr tra!!ic IYS· 
t~ !!:.!c ii.Dd the case closed. 

"We a.re cot in the UFO 
business and don't intend to 
b~." Steucke said. 

Does that mee.n the FAA 
doesn't believe the reports of 
the ~lghtings from the JAL 
~w!. Not at all. "As far as 
we know, the whole crew are 
~ple of integrity a.nd did 
report what they saw accu­
rately," Steucke said . 

Kenju Terauchl, the pilot 
of the JAL plane, descrlbt>s 
the sl£,htings in almost mysti· 
~ urms in a De«m~r ~ 
port titled "Meeting the Fu· 
turt" tr JAL m».naeement. 

"Once upon a tl..me if a 
bunter u.w a TV, bow did be 
de!;.crl~ It to other ~ple! 
W)• upcrlence was 'lmilar to 
thJs," be ~,a.n hll We. " ... ___ _) 

atrt.nge inl:~ty that "1 can· 
not des.crl·w •.. not ~ve.o in 
J apue~e.'' 

But in two interviews with 
F}.A o!ficlah, be said be 
dllln't k,now whethu tbe ob­
k<'u weN UFOs. "When 1 
~ns int-erviewed ~re the first 
time by F.~ ~rsoo.nel." Tsu· 
kuba wd in his ucond Inter· 
view, "1 w·u not s;u~ whether 
the object wa.s a UFO or not. 
W y mind lw not chAnged 
II~ \h.en." 

Taroe!ujl u.Jd be spotted 
t.M !1rst ~rles of lights about 
the ume tl..me u the cap\ain, 
a.od th.at they followed the 
plule. 'But be uJd he could 
DOt ma.ke out the large object 
spotted ove::~"' Fa.lrba.nlcs be . 
c~uu It followed oo Terau· 
ch1'1 side of tht pane. 

-~~.;.,..._,_.,;.4 ....... __ ........ ·-·-·~ 
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Mail order 
wil ge you 

F e ai!s 
!y HAL BERNTON 
Daily.~ repo11er 

To all those hungering for 
a.n Inside look at the strange 
world of extraterrestrial hap­
J>eD..lnis, bere'E a ~ial ofier. 
Y.all -the Federal Aviation 
Admlnlstratlon a check for 
$11H.30, a.nd they'll 1end you 
everylbln.g you ever wanted 
to lrnow about the celebrated 
UFO sl~htl.ni by a Japan Air 
Line-11 fl1ght crew. 

The complete package in­
cludes tape1 of interviews 
wilh all the crew, spac-eship 
·dnwtn:' by the JAL pilot 
and air cOntroller stateme:1ts. 
You even r~;t four 1lossy color 
photos; of r-e&enera~d radar 
dJ.ta . 

The un\Uua.l FAA ma.ll· 
order business is a.n effort to 
co~ wllh the tnormous pub­
lic int_tre:st in the bl.Ulrre No­
vember llgbtl.ng, ~hicb trig· 
Jered a bunt of international 
publicity. Sinc-e the llgbt!.nt 
wu publicly dhclosed in ear­
ly Jwuary, tht FAA's An· 
cborage o!fl~ b.a.s received 
information r-equests from 
more Uu.n :00 memben o! the 
media, u will a.s 4{1 ~uerts 
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- . __ ...... _, THROUGH THE ALASKAN DARKNESS 
·- · --·-· .. --.. nKENJU·TERAUCHI, A 747 PILOT, IS 

__ .,_, ...... ~-P-URSUED BY A ·UFO-OR SO HE CLAIMS 

s the Japan Alr-L.Ine-s 71.7 cargo jet 
winged through the night skies over 
northern Alaska last ~ov~i'7 the~e was ' 
no hint of any1hlng out-of \he·ordinary. 
For the three-man cockpit crew of 
flight 1628, the leg from ~l!ykjavrlr. to 
,*.nchorage was a routine milk run. 
though the hold was brimming with 
cas~s of Beaujolais for the Japanese 
market. Then around 6 p.m., with the 
plane ·ruislng •moothly at 35,000 feet, 
Capt. Ker.ju Terauchl,1.7, sighted "two 
columns of light" piercing the darkness 
about a mile ahead end some 30 de· 
grees to his left. "I though! II might be. 
mili tary aircraft," he recalls, "so Ira· 
diced Anchorage flight control to nsk, 
'Is there &nolher plane near here?' An· 
chorage replied, 'The only traffic 
Is you.'" 

As lor the pilot's account of the bl· 
zarre events that followed, Steven 
Spielberg could hardly have scripted It 
better. "Suddenly the lights came to 
within 50<lto 1,000 feet of the plane," 
~ys Terauchi, who saw "two dark cyl-

. . ·:· . 
·. : .. 
... . ~ ··-:-. 

: ... ·. 

'lnders with row after row of spinning 
amber lights, one ro"N spinning In one . 
direction, the next In the opposite ." 
These were no ordinary llghts-"They 
were Incredibly bright but cast no 
shadow," he Insists. "I was sure It 
wasn't another plane: It moved so 
quickly that! realized It was not some· 
thing human but had to do with very 
high technology, very high Intelligence. 
I thought It might be a UFO.'' 

A JAL flier with 19 years experience, 
Terauchl was: astonished at the spec· 
tacle, yet says he felt no fear . The twin 
cylinders "flew In formation, lind I real· 
lzed they had better control of their 
crall than I ':lid, so there was no lear of 
coll ision.'' He watched meHncrlzed lor 
three to livfl minutes as the UFO sped 
ahead and disappeared. In its place 
the ·pil~l saw two white, fluorescent· 
llke~ights perhaps·elght miles away. 
He !lllpped on his weather radar and 
got fllaint blip on his screen. Gradually 
Terauchi's 747 overtook the apparition 
and, against the glow ofF airbanks' city 

Pholog"aph by Rob Staple-ion 
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lights far below, he glimpsed a star· 
tllng stlhouell&--a giant ball .. tl)e we 
of two aircraft carriers" with protrud­
Ing lights and a light band through the 
middle. 

Since Ancflora~ air controllers had 
registered" : -tdar target near flight 
1628, they called for a backup radar 
check from the regional military con· 
trol center. The U.S. Air Force control· 
le~ reported seeing a blip ~mllar to 
Terauchl's, but called back a minute 
later to say the signal was gone. Te· 
rauchl nevertheless received pmmls· 
~on to make any course chano~~ 
"needed to avoid thu traff ic.'' As the 
7~7 flew a 300-degree turn. uys Te· 
rauchl, the UFO "followed along In the 
aame beaut iful formation ." Finally, at 
6:53, all sloht ings ceased. and fl ight 
1628 proceeded to land In Anchoraoe 
without further Incident. 

Officials from the Federal Aviation 
Administration's Anchorage office and 
JAL promptly launched an investioa­
tion. Far from providino a reassuring 
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· explana tlon, thl! probe hast>e rved only 
ttl deepen the mystery. 

The customary explanations of sup· 
posed UFO a.lghtlngs.--.peclal climatic 
cond itions, refraction or reflect ion of 
Ught from another aourc&-have all 
been suggested but none seems a~ 
propr late. What about the radar 
a.lgnals? The Air Force can't vouch for 
what Terauchl uw on his weather ra· 
dar and now attribute~ Its Ow'tn brief 
blip to "electronic clutier," possibly a 
radar echo. 

Mortlln\rlguing Is what Terr.uchl's 
crow, copilot Takanori Tamoluji and 
flight engineer Yosh lo Taukuda,saw or 
didn' t aee. Both alghted a peculiar l1gh\ 
tracklno their plano . but neither wit· 
nened tho closer encounter5 with the 
UFO. The pilot's suggo~t i on that his 
crew was too busy with fl ight du! ies 
a.eoms curious and,at ill more perplex· 
lflo. news roport.s suggest there was 
minimal cockp it chatter of the "What· 
was-that?" var iety. 

Tt'le FAA has discounted the possl· 
bllity that Terauchi might have halluci· 
nated the whole experience due to Ia· 
t!oue or the Influence of drugs. And no 
one has accused the crew of talc.lng II· 
licit sips from the cargo. Although the 

crew was not tested, the FAA solemnly 
reported that "crew members were 
not Influenced by drugs or alc.ohol." 

'Jit lmately the luue hinges on the 
credibility of Captain Ter auchl, a one· 
t ime Japan Air ~If Defense fighter 
jock and a pilot with an Impeccable 
record. No one could suggest a reuon 
why he mlght'want to Invent a cocka· 
mamle yarn and rls.k professional rldl· 
cute. Terauchl contends that other r,.l· 
lots have seen thln~s In the skies but 
don't report them because doing ao Is 
bad for one'' career. 

To dr.te the FAA takes the poalllon 
that while Terauchl is a responsible pJ. 
lot, there hi scant evidence to corrobo­
rate his strange sighting. But the cap· 
lain Is not done with UFOs. Just last 
week, flying a similar caroo mlsalon 
from Europe to Anchorage, he uld lt 
happened again. ··Please record this," 
he radioed air traffic control excitedly, 
laps.ing partly Into Japanese. ''Irregular 
lights, look& like a space ship." This 
time there wore no unexplained radar 
contacts, though Terauchl's cockpit 
companions (a different crew from 
llignt ,62B's) again were uncertain as 
to what, if anything, had happened. The 
FAA willlnvt:stigate. Watch this space . 
-Written by OVI Chu, roporled by 
N.l.ncy F al>or 
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JAL pilot 
sees ligl1ts 
~n the sky 
Object doe·sn't show 
on military, FAA radar 
By CON HUNTER 
Daily News reporter 

For the ucond tim~ 1n two 
montb.s, a Japa.n Alr Llne1 
pllot hu rtpc.rt~ l~tn~ an 
unknown object !lytnc ou.r 
b.iJ aifl'la.nt over bunn lote­
rior Ala.ska. 

Capt. Kenjy\1 Terauch.l r.­
J>Qrtt-d the JttOnrl ai£htl.nr at 
about 7:30a.m. Sunday morn· 
i.nr, u h~. a eo-pllot and a 
fllihl tr:Clnttr flew at about 
37 ,()(X) !~t. uid Paul Steucke, 
a 1poltuma.n !or the Ft-den..l 
Aviation Ad.mlnlstratlon. A.J 
on the nilht of Tcrauchi's 
!lrst rtport 1n November, he 
was !lyi.nl carro 1n a Boelnc 
7(7 !rom London to a rtfuel· 
l.nr stop l.n A.ochcn,e. 

The're art mort · dl!!ertn~ 
thJ.n 1 tmlla.ri tl es bet w MD Uu 
two rtports, however. 

Unlike ast time, the lithts 
Tuauc.hl uw Sunday morn· 
lnc did not show up on mill· 
tary or FAA ndu J.Cr«ns. 
Tht pUot h.l.rnu.l! told FAA 

· invest!raton thert wu "no 
atmliarity" betw~o the nash · 
inc 1.1nber a.nd white llchts be 

· u ,w Sunday a.nd the rn..usive 
Oy1ni object Uu.t Terauchl 
reported tra1Jed hls tJ~ratt 
for hundreds o! m.lle1 on Nov. 
17, Steuckt uJd. 

M on the first ai~tlng, 
Tenuch.l wa.s accompanl~ by 
a co-pilot a.nd a !light engi· 
nttr. They w~rt not the ume 
crew mem~r. S~eucke u.ld. 

Steucke uid the cargo 
plane's co-pUot was !lylog the · 
plane at the Hme o! the sight· 
ing Sunday morning. The co­
pilot . reporhd seeing the 
lights, but did not watch . \.. ... _ ·- , ___ -- ,.... __ ... .. . '-.• -

al~ratt's flight engl.neer, who 
sits farther back in the cod· 
pit, "indicated he wa.s unc-er­
tain wLether he saw any 
li~ts at all," Steuc.ke said. . 

We c~ed him point·blmk 
l1 this was like the Nov. 17 
llihtin& a.nd he said, 'no, no, 

SM Baclt PaQe, ~H<I 

~· ,_ 'i .. 1 
.,nu.,ry 12, 1987 d-U · 

SIGHTnNG: Lights in sky 
1 eoo tinu.d trom p IQf .... , 1 

the~·, no dmll.arHy betw~n 
the two,'" Steu.cke uJd. 

Tenuchl nported suint 
the li,hta twice Sunday morn· 
io1, OOC't for a period of about 
20 ml.nute1 and onc-e !or about 
10 minutes. In both cue-s, h~ 
uld the . Hrhts approached 
!rom the front o! the H7, 
wtnt undernu th the a.lrcra ft 
and reappeared behind H, 
Steuclce said. 

Terauch.l ndi~ word of 
th.e sl&ht1nc to IJ1 a.lr tn!flc 
controller 1n A.ncbora.ge. 

"His statement to the con· 
troller wa..s ·~~~lar llrhts, 
lO<>ks 11ke a 1paceship,'" 
Sle\lcke uld. 

<Aotrollers and thetr su~r· 
visors tmmeoiately ch!"{:ked 
ndar ICI'ftns ''to •~ 1! there 
wert any objects around the 
JAL aircnft," Steucke sald. 
'Th~re wett nom, an<l that 
wa.s roofim,t-d" by military 
radar, ht uid. 

St lUCk.e u.id FAA oWcia.ls 
a.nd uperlen~d plloh sr~· 
ute that Sunday's althtln£ 
could have ~ ca1.1sed by .a 
weather phe..oomenoo cU.led 
".bounc-e llihl effect." 

Both times Terauchl rtport· 
~ •~in£ the llg.hts Sunday, 
the alrpla.ne \l.'as !lying over 
villages, Steucke u.!d. 

"The ground ~m~raturt 
in the area was about minus· 
2:3 a.nd there was a tempera· 
turt i.-wenion Rt 23.~ feet," 
he said. "Temperalurt inver· 
slons lo rold climates, with 
lee crystals, have hew known 
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to crute a boUllCt Lltht d· 
feet." ( 

u,ht from the villa.r~ 
could hAve rtfl~ed o!! 1u 
CTylt..als lo the lovenlon and 
appeared to ~ boverlo.r ln 
mld-a.lr, Sleucke JA1d. AJ. the 
plane approached and pused 
ovtr the villar~. the reflect· 
~ lltht would h&ve •ppured 
to ro under the a.lrcratt and 
ru p pu.T't'<l bWln d it, as T er· 
auchl dM.Crlb~ the l.lth~ he 
uw Sunday, S~eud:e uid. 

Sttucke uid the boun~ 
lirht theory is only sperula· 
tloo, not an l.&cncy finding. 
'Those o! u:; involved in t..h.U 
hlked about it," be said. 
"People whv l.rt txperlen~d 
at !1y1n£ mentioned that it is 
not an infrequent OC'("Ur· · · 
renee." 

On Nov. 17, Terauch.l ~ 
ported that two brithlly lit 
objects and a much l.arter 
third object - routhlY twi~ 
the sl.z.e of an alrcra!t carrier 
- traJ It'd the J AL plane !or 
mort tiu.n 300 mJie:s as , it 
croued into Alaska !rom ~ 
land. 

Terauchl sa.ld 1.he objecl!: 
chan&td altitude wllh biro 
and pa~ the jrl !or nearly 
an hour. In Anchorqe, a1r 
traffic controUen monHoring 
the JAL plane's progre:ss uw 
wlut a.ppeared to be the radar 
tnc:lu of a.nother !lying ob­
j ect l.n th e a.l r 1p ace near 
Teraucl:J's plane. 

Both locidents P.re under 
investigation, Steucke wd. 

Terauchi could not be 
reached !or rom.ment Sunday . 
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,.~ o er ay own image tracked on ·radar 
.,~ ~ . 
1 .. ~.ge seemed to be following JAL cargo ·plane that reported sighting of UFO 
fD cw.. BrnNTON · . • 
l~t;:, ~ buairloos r~AI ~e. . "~-""'..... "All thret of \ll thought 

. 
the c:nw u wa vt.rlnt lith t.s -

.on nda.r. Tb1.t controller, 
'whou name bu net been 
ruuud by the r AA, m.irt&.k­
e:n.ly ln t.erp ~ted a ~11 t ·l.m.a.t e 
o! the cur o p J...M u a a.ecoo d 
object, T AA oWc:iaJ.J uld !ol· 
lowi.nt a ~vitw of rada.r 
tapes. 

tre'W. ' 
Capt. Kenju Terauchl u..ld ! 

the UFO tilled thelr pl.aM !or 1 

mo~ th.an 300 m..ll.es u it 1 ;., 

croued ln t.o Aluk.a a1r ~'pACe ; " 
en route trom Iceand to an · . 
.Ancho ra.re rdue1.int Jpot . 

··~ ~ llr tra..t!lc controllers t.huc wu a tnclc," u.Jd fa.m 
l C:::l.ed on ra d.u a.n 1nu.t e Rlch, a con tro U e r w b o hu 
~ ("~ c.tmed to ~ !ollowlnt worked for the F~e.ra.l A via· 
~. b ~. 17 filtht of a J1.pa- tlon Ad.m..l.nl.r..n.tion for mo~ 
, C:3 Air I...lMs cart o p l.a.n e, t.h.t..n a decade . A track iJ: 
/ ·~ to one of the ron- what a1r tra..ttic oontrollm 
· (~ Yho hdped monitor call the ndu J..t:u..re o! an 
·l,h)<xf.u. a.l.rcn1t. 

Ten. ucb.l told U Ill~ Prtu 
In t.em.a t.ioc.Ll that hot I&. hr 0 

briJ,hUy lit object.J a.nd a ' 
third t:Dormow objKt -
twice tb. &itt o! &ll alrcn.!\ 
c:a.rrlcr - tono'\1' ~ rtmc. 

(1 tt.ptJ.ln of the JAL In previOUJ n~s rueues, 
, -:..:;::;:, h?O~ t.h.a t an unl· the 1 ~ A via tlon A.dmln· 

.Oo Tbund.y, rAA rpoxes-­
m.~..n P a u1 S ia1d e a.a.1 d he h.a d 
no knowledte o:! addltioru.l 
controllers who had tncke<i 
the u r o . l"*po rt e<i b,. t.h.t 
JAL'a pllot a.nd two-nan 

~~~ !l.r1nl object wu irlntiou reyc.~ ' oo..ly ou 
'}'~ his t.lN:nft at tht. oontroll'r &4htlnt them~ 
. . DlccaUon as the radu ~ ob)ect- ~~by 
'l~VJ!: 

. ,. ~- ., 

ControlleL :~ :h:~:te~=u~~~mething o~ro~~:!:~thc:,r dJ>. '\ 

oran.re a.nd ye.l.low," be u.ld. Att.tr rpottlnt the track, m.lulnz it u a ~lit or dou· 
Rich a.a.ld the pUot wunde<! ·Rich u.Jd be called the Mill· ble-1""' • .. eo! the JAL pla.ne . I 

ah.Ueo. "He wu concerned. hry Retlonal Operations ~ ·1 
There wu a qw.ver ln b.1J Control Center. "They in· Rich~ t.Mt double ' 
voi~." fo~ me t.b.& t they tad the il:ru.les often ocrur 00 tlx.· I 

R.1ch uJd the controllers u..me tnd." FAA ndu ICl"ttn, which re-
lm.mediately turned down lie$ on computer·teoerat~ 
their radar raore to Another controller then CU.t.t. But the pla.oe d.1dn't fly j 
m...a.ll-ICI.le that would brlter told the pilot to nl.J\ke a kria throuth th£ l..reu whe~ the 1 
de!lne the a.1r I'Pa.ce t.round o! tu.rru and a descent ln a.n IJ)llt inu.ta nornully occur. : 

d!ort ta s.hlle the UFO. Fi· 
the J AL plane. nilly, u the plane b.e&ded The JAL pilot !..m 't the fini ' 
-r'~ dJ d appear to ~ a kiloi, .to ,._.,_.,rt rlrm n "t H, I~ -•--'- th wutb from Yalrba.oks, the -~.-~ -...o.c. ~~ 

...,.<.;..&. ne..r e pUI.ne about controlle.n lort trad o! ~ ~t northern corridor. 
whue ~ (Tenuch.l) u.ld the.re U Durlof the past decade, 
wu. So we kept looking." YO. the~·~ been about a h.a.li doz. 

The track wu not ~.a.l 81nce the November l.nd- en nporh o! unldenti!led 
Jtron.i, Rich uld, but neither dent, the FAA launched a lights from c:ivj.lian and mill-
~ nor any of b.1J collu.rua. lnl..jor review of the radar tuy pilots . "It's p~tty ruJ to 

·j 
' 

tht:n thOU,£ht tt might ~ a U,pes; lnit..W..iy con!irmln.g the thm1 (the pilots)," Rlcb &ald. 
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a2 Anchof"a~ Dally Nf!WI Sunday, January 4, 1987 

UFO srgnnng s1nr a mystery 
8y ROBERT ENGEl. lA AH 
Sctipps HowarC New1 ~ 

A Federal Aviation Admin· 
lstratlon pro~ o! a UFO Uat 
showed up on a.n air cOntrol­
ler's screen ln No¥1!m~r was 
set bac\c when a radar ~rd· 
tnc failed to show the crdt'a 
slgn&.l, an FAA spolcesma.n 
uJd Friday. 

At.e.."'C'f otfid.Al.s Friday al· 
so tnt~rvinfed tor a uconti 

_time a Japa.ne-w pilot who 

wu helped by a.n FAA air 
controller to evade wtut he 
uld wu a.n un1dentl!led fly­
lei obje-ct over Alaska lo 
mid-Novem~r. 

But the UFO lighting ~ 
malned a myrtery, with FAA 
a.nd Alr Fo~ soul't'eS u.ylnc 
lt wu unJikely that the oricln 
o{ the crat"t deKribed by Ken­
ju Terauchl would ever ~ 
determined. 

Terauchl, a menn pilot 
!uryinl JAL FllLht 1628 from 

!~land to Japan, told United 
Press International la1t Tues­
uay t"'at 00 the evfnln·, of 
Nov. 17 he had been shad­
owed for more than :tO min· 
utes and !or cearly •oo miles 
over Alaska by a mysterious 
aircraft much larter than)~s 
own plane. 

The obje-ct, 'fl:hlch Terauchl 
S-J~Id wa.s twice the size of an 
alrcn.tt ca.rrler, wu accompa-

&. P~ B-.3, ..uro 

.. 

UFO: Do~s not show up on a recording of radar screen 
I Coolin~ l'rom Page B-1~ J 
nled by two smaller alrcrat"t, 
the pilot uld. The eight was 
clear, and FAA lovestl~aton 
who queslloct-d the crew con­
cluded In a report that th~y 
t;~:ere rational and prof~!lon­
al and showed no eviden~ o{ 
dru' or alcotol .o~. 

Anchorage FAA spchsma.n 
Paul St~ucke said the agency 
WH lnvestlgatlot the matter 
further only to fled out it 
unknown alrcrat"t had vlolat· 
ed the Japan Air Lines 
plane's aJrspa~. not to ~cer­
ts.ln 1! the unknown cratt had 
~xtratHrestrlal orlglos. He 
uld he did cot expect Terau­
chl to add to th~ lnformatlon 
ln p~s accounta. 

.'3u~ Steuclce confirmed that 
a.n FAA alr tralflc controller 
had spotted th~ unknot".'n 
c.-aft as a "wealc, Intermittent 
slena.l" oc hi! own radar. Th~ 

ai(Ilal ap~a~ wllhln eltht 
mllH o! the JAL alrcrat"t and 
at t~e u.rne ~ and alti­
tude . 

When the ~rded radar 
transmission was replayed 
later, however, - there wu no 
l.rr.~i~ o{ any aircraft except 
{or the comml'rclal alrllnt-r, 
Stwcke said. He uld It wu 
po~lble the signal !rom the 
UFO wu stront enou'h to b4! 
picked up whlle the lnddeot 
wa.s occurring but not stronf 
enourh to retlster on the ra­
dar ~rdl~ 'Yltem. 

Otflclals with the Air 
Fo~·· Alaskan Air Com­
nand inHially told the FAA 
alr controller they, too, could 
ue the object's radar signal. 
But Friday, Capt. Larry Jen­
lclru, a command spckesman, 
s..ald tM JI(T1al didn't last 
locf enoutb to ~ confirmed 
and ttut the command now 
attribute-d lh• si(T1al to elK--

tronlc clutter. 
"We're cot doing any !ur­

thH investlcatlon," Jenkins 
u.!d. 

Th.e FAA h.a.s no systematic 
procedure for evaluating re­
ports . o{ unidentified f!ylnt 
obje-cts. The Air Fo~ once 
did, but abanG .. med such ln­
vestlztatloos more than 1~ 
rurs a(O, Jen.k!ns said. 

A tpolcesman !or the North 
AmeriCUl Aerospace Defeme 
Command ln Colorado said 
oWctals there hac! no rad2r 
alcnal that could correlate 
wilL what Tu~tuchi described 
a.nd were not lnvestlgatlng 
the lnddent. 

Terauchl a.nd his crew o( 
two told the FAA at 6:19p.m. 
oo Nov. 17 that th~y were fast 
appro4chlnt the lights of a 
larte flyin"t( object and re-

J 

- , .. _ -· -

quffied help In avoldlnt It. 
An FAA controller, spot­

ting the slpal of the mysteri­
ous craft on radar, dlrect~d 
the JAL pilot to take evasive 
action, at one point approving 
1 360-det~ turn to shake the 
o~ject. 

Steucke said both objects 
appeued to be trave Ung 
ab<Jut ~50 mph at 35,000 feet 
in altitude I!Jld traveled to­
gether !or more than 350 mi­
les. 

"I haven't s~n anything 
llh this (situat ion) be!ore," 
said Steucke, who ha~ lived 
in Anchorage !or 12 years and 
worked in the FAA for four. 
He raid theories on the origln 
o( tht! mysterious object var-
1~ from "a UFO to some­
body else's (!orelgn) mllltary 
aircraft." 
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I T ere's no 
l . 

'-explaining 
. ose igl1ts 

}. 

i 
\ jAL crew reports 

'strange' sighting -\ 
"-datad "'"- ~ 

The F ede ra1 A via tl on Admin-
~ • l.strntion toCll.y sald It couldn't ex- \J' 

t plab strange flashing Ugh ts ~ t 
• spooked the crew of a Japan Air 
!' Llnes. 747 cargo plane as ll new 

over northern Alaska last month. 
"We are not lnvestibfttir-& as 

· there 1s nothing to investigate," 
mid Paul Steuckc, FAA t;p<>kes­

~ m::m in Anchorage. 
I He said the military has been 

'41\lible - or unwilling -to pro­
vide any ln!ormatioo. 

"They're a.a yin.g oothin.g," 
Steucke s.a.ld. 

The incident begar.' a\ ft:l9 
p.m. Nov. 17 a.s th<! JAL pb.ne ~ 
was heaCed for Anc~rl\ge oo " ,\ 
!1i g.~ t 1 rom Europe vu lee land ~IJ / 
.cx1 Its way to Tolcyo. As the a - ·~ r\ 
C:raf1 entt>red U.S. •I . at · 

-~....-.r-u oo u! ort Sea, the 
'pt...:.:...:o;.:..--reponoo toelr~ u;nll!UAI 
white ar.d yeUow flashmg lights. . 

The Ugh ts were a pp roxJ. fJ'. f/>1: 
matelyS~a ,at~ 
tJt.itude 35, ee ·lU)Q u-av~l· 19 0 
tng at the Lnd ln the 
!arne direction as the J AL plane, 
the pU at-reported. 

S t euc ke said the pl.lot called 
the alr traffic control c;enter and 
ul<ed If L~re was a.ny reported 
traffic in the vicinity. A comrol· 
~r replied that there was no 
~wn traffic in the a.rea, but 
'that he had an Wl.ldenti!ied blip 
00 his radar. 

Steucke a.ald a aubsequent re­
v\ew or the radar tapes ilid not 
reveal any wch obJect, oot that 
the cootroUer Insisted it was 
tbere. 

As the lights continued to pace 
the 7J,7 the pllot requested per· 
mlssl~ to chanse e.l t i tude. As he 
6escended to 3l,ro:l feet, the 
lights followed "in format)cn," 
Steucke sald. 

The pllct then requested per· 
mission to maY.e a ~ 

TUESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 30,1966 
, ?'R:.:i . •ts:o;:m:MmVf6*§N W5C15tti ':' • 

s·g to g: 
~from pare A·l 

CUC I ru r 0VCrll10n; 

in Falrbanks picke<l up nothing 
00 their ~:creens in the viclr.ity or 
1M: JAL fli,r,ht. And be s.:11d a 
United Airlh1es flight hea6ed to­
ward Fh.irbar.XS S?QtteC lhe JAL 
plane but S3 w nothing else in tbe 
sky nea:t>y. 

WJUt.ary authorities were noti­
f ied or th-~ sig.~ti'18 wittlln a fi!w 
minutes or the initial report, but 
It's nJ( known what - i ~ an ythi.ng 
• I a 

,; 
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g 
-they did about lt. Steudr.e said. 

1ne JAL crew members were 
interviewed by the FAA upx u­
ri val l.n Anchorage. S t euck.e &a.k: 
they ill a ppcared to be "well· 
t; .llncd, prof es3iooa!, rat looa.l 
and not a H ected lry drugs or IJ... 
coho!." ' 

He Wd ..U three reporttd that 
the bl.ink..in8 lights accom~ 
tbe i r pl.a.ne I or a boot 50 miles 
AC rc:b:S lhe ~rn A1a..skA Uy. 
The en tire tnclden t lasted a.bvut 
3J mlnutes, Steuclte sa.kl . . 

As for the time lag since the 
incident, Steuckc aaid. ''We 
didn't exactly broodcas~ It untlJ 
the news media dug it up." .. . 


