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On the 18+h November 1986, the crew of a
Japanese Airline flight number JAL1628 began
preperations for final descent +o Anchorage
Airport in the remote and icy terrain of the
IO o o BV
State of Alaska. A+ 39,000+ Captain Terauchi
and his co-pilot observed a gigantic UFO
measuring thousands of feet in diameter,

This indepth official report combines a
careful ly arranged tex+ +o present the reader
with an amazing insight into the sighting
which received wor | d-wide coverage..,

RN Dy L W

—
~

» \
~

% UFO INTRRGIPT OVER ALASKA
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'}~ On November 17, 196C Japan Airlines Flight 1628, an all carg> Boaing 747, was
Lﬁf,enrouue from Keflavik, Iceland tc Anchorage, Alaska. At 2219 UTC (November 18, 1986)
%/ the captzin of Flight 1628 reported traffic at his altitude 1 mile on front of his

w. . alrerait. The unidentified traffic was later reported visible on JAL 1628's

»* weather radar and intermittently by Anchorage Center and the Military Regionul

Operations Center. JAL 1628 i1eperted that tle traffic stayed in his vicinity

during a descent and turns, including a 360 degree turan. At 0253 UTC, JAL 1628

reported that the unidentified traffic was mo longer in sight.

. This report includes the inspection/investigator (Flight Standards) paclage, the
"\ Adr Traffic package, radar data, and nuws release statements.
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page two - flight 1628

0225:50

0225:57

0226:03

0226:18
0226:25

0227:53
0230:56
0231:48

0231:58
0232:04

0232:05
'0232:07
0232:20
0232:25

0232:41

0232:45

- 0232:58

0233:00

R/D15

R/D15

R/D15

JL1628

R15

R15

JL1628
JL1628
R15

R15

JL1628

R15

JL1628

Negétive, vhuh, it's nct exronecus. I want you (ROCC) to
keep a good track on there, and if you pick up a ocode, and

-.verify that you do not have any airczaft operating in that

area military.

That is affirm. We do not have anybody up there right now,
ah. Can you give me the position of the primary your
receiving?

Ckay, I'mnot. I'm ah, picking up a primary - approximately
five zero miles, south, right up there - right in front of
the gh, one five five zero code.

" Ckay, 1've got him about his-ah, ch-it looks like about, ah-

ten o'clock, at about that range, yes.

-

Alright keep an eye on that, and ah-see if-zh, any other
military (unintelligible) in that area.

It is an unknown, okay, we've lost contact with it now.
It's ah, I think ah, very quite big ah, plane.

Are you (Fairbanks FAA tower) pickin up a primary target
right with that aircraft?

Ah, no. It's (the JL1628) the cnly target I see there.

- 1f you see a primary with it, keepyuzreyemit. and he

should be at three five d‘.\..am)also.
Alright, very good, we're watching.
Japan Air sixteen twenty eight, &h request descent.

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight, request three one zero.

. Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy, understand requ&:ting

flight level three one zero.

Japm hir sixteen ene er correction sixteen twenty eigh*

heavy, .descend at pilot discretion-maintain flight level
three e zero.

Leaving three five zero to three cne zero.

Japan Alr sixteen twenty eight heavy, do you still have your
traffic? ,

Still, ah, coming ah, ah, right formation, in ah formaticn.

)
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»

\ 0234:52 R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy, understand your txraffic
‘ : is over Fairbanl-s at thi.s time
} 0234:56 JL1628 Affimativa - - ah request heading two coe zero.
| . 0235302« R15 i Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy, roger. Deviatims
" approved as necessary for traffic.
\s 0235:24 D15 Approach center (Fairbanks FAA tower) on the sixty one line.
H
."} 0235:27 FBKS Approach.
{‘ 0235:30 D15 Lock at your radar. We got a Japan Air one six two eight,
| ah-he's deviatiry. He's about ah-five miles north of
] Fairbanks V-O-R squawking one five five'zero.
H 0235:39 D15 i s M ante BB EF Lo Nt Ch Jise - e secmidcabrin. b was
Lt : deviating.
b

0235:44 ° FBKS Ah - ya, no we don't. I don't see anything there aside from
his, ah-his target. :

0236:12 JL1628 Ah-Anchorage Center; Japan Air one.six two eight, request
direct ah-Talkeetna.

0236:18 R15 Japan Alr sixteen twenty eight heavy, cleared direct

!

5' ‘ Talkeetna, and in-ah-advise me of your position of your
- tralfic?

0236:24 JL1623 Ah, same po, same position.
0236:37 R15 Japan Alr sixteen twenty eight heavy, ah-sir I'm gomna

{ request you to « ke a right turn, three six zero degrees

three hundred and sixty degree tum, and advise me what your
traffic does then.

0236:47 JL1628 Right turn, three sixty.

0237:23 ROCC (kay. We have, no, we have confirmed, we have no military

alxcraft working up ‘there.
0237:25 D15 Ckay thank you very much.
0237:29 D15 You have no traffic at all?

-0237:30 ROCC That's correct, does he (JAL-1628) still have scmebody
visual?

0237:32 D15 He says he does.

FEKS = Fairbanks Adrport FAA Approach Control (Tower)




S s
s
£ 3
AR
oA
v':.\-;.
ey
Noe

page 4 - £light 1628

0237:55 °

0238:00
0239:01
0239:04
0239:58

0240:05
0240:07

0240:10C

0240:23

0240:24 -

0240:30

0240:35

0240:51

0240:54
0240:13

RIS Japan Air sixteen twenty eighth.:vy Sir, does your traffic

appear to be staying with you?

JL1628  (unintelligible) just looking.

o e s—

RIS Japan Alr sixteen twenty eight. Say again?
JL1628 It ah-Ciszppeared. Japan Alr sixteen twenty eight.
ROCC Ya,thisiscnedaﬁx‘tmoagain. On same other equipment here

we have confirmed there is a flight size of two arouns your
ce five five zero. Squawk one primary returm only.

D15 Ckay, where in is he following him?
“ROCC - It locks like he is, ves.
4 R Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy; roger. At your

discretion proceed direct Talkeetna, Jay one two five
Anchorage. (J125 = air route)

R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight; roger. Sir, the military
radar advises they do have a primary target in txrail of you
at this time.

\

D15 Ckay do you have anybody you can scramble up there?

ROCC I'11l tell you what, we're gonna talk to your liasion sir
about that.

R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy. Military radar advises

they arepickingupintenuttentprimaxytargetbelmﬂym
in-trail, in-trail I say again.

ROCC Ah-I'm gonna talk to my other radar man here - has gotta,
he's got same other equipment watching this aircraft.

D15 Okay.

R15 Roger sir. Would you (JAL 1628) like our military to °
scramble on the traffic?

JL1628 Negative, negative.

JL1628 Anchorage Center. Japan Air sixteen twenty eight. Confirm
direct to Talkeetna, three one zero.

R15 Jaban Air sixteen twenty eight heavy; affirmative. Direct
. Talkeetna and descend at pilot's discretion, maintain flight
level two five zero.
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0242:24 -

0242:29
0244:13

0244:17
0244:39

0244:43

0245:04
0245:4¢9

'0246:59

0247:06
0247:09

0248:31

| 0248:52

0244: 41

0246:06

0248:34 -

D1s

R15

JL1628
R15
w269

R15

UAG9
R15

UAS9

R15

JL1628

R15

R15

JL1628

R15

"ROCC i

.3

It locks lika he,-he-ah-offset left, and. then possibly fell

back in-trall. However, Ican'tseehimmw, I can't pick
him out.

Ckay thank you very much S-R.

Japanhirs:lxbeentwentyeightheavy Do you still have the
traffic? - ;

Ah-affirmative. Ah-nine o'claek, eh, ah.
United sixty nine, Anchorage request.

Ah, go ahead, United sixty nine heavy.

- United sixty nine heavy. Sir, IvegotaJapanAi.rsevm

forty seven presently in your eleveén o'clock position end one
hurdred and one, correction, one, one, zero miles, and he has
traffic (unintelligible) I'll keep you advised, ah-when

ym'mclosertohimlwantywtoseeifywseemvtrmxg
with him,

Ckay fine, sah-we'll lock for ya.

United sixty nine heavy. In vour eleven o'clock positien,
one, zero, zero miles, southbound, is a Japan Air, seven
forty seven., He is at flight level three one zero. Says he
has traffic at his nine o'clock position same altitude.

We'll be locking, that's ah-ah, can't see anything yet.
Japan Air sixteen twenty eight; roger.' I'm goma have a
United aircraft get close to you and take a lock, ah-to see
if he can idertify your traffic.

Thank you.

United sixty nine heavy, t\mutendegreesleft radar
vectors, ah-to see traffic.

Japan Alr sixteen twenty eight heavy. Say the positi::n of
your traffic.

Ah-10ow, ah-ah-moving to ah-around ten mile, now-ah-ah-
position-ah-seven, ah-cight o'clock, ten mile. .

Japan Air sixteen seventy eight heavy; roger.

| URS9 = United Rirlines flight #69

{J
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0249:52

07.50:00
025C:05

0250:07

0250:14
0250:46

0250:52

0251:32

0251:49

- 0252:31

0252:36

0253:27

0233:31

0254:04

R15.

UAS9
UAG9

R15

UAG9
R15

JL1628

wms9

R15

R15

R15

JL1628

RIS

JL1628

TOTEM

- United sixty nine heavy; roger. Tha Japan Air says the

trafficisinhisseven‘boeightoclod{positimandcne
zero miles in-trail.

Ckay, we're lockdn.,

Why don'tyougetus a little closer?

degrees left.

- Roger, United sixty nine.

United sixty nine, that's what he says. Japan Air sixteen

“twenty eight heavy, say the position of your traffic now.

Ah-row distinguishing but, sh-zh-your I guess, ah-twelve
o'clock below-ah-you, over.

.~ Ah, Center from Uiited gh sixty nine., Ah-the-ah-Japan

Alrliner is silhouetted against a-ah-light sky. I don't sex
anybody around him at all. I can see his contrail but I sure
don't see any other alrplanes. Do you see him?

United sixty nine heavy, ah-negative cir. We got just a very
few primary hits on the ah-target and then ah-we really
haven't got a good txrack on him ever.

Ifywwantwe'vegotextragaswecouldbopupanotherﬁve
or six thousand feet and turn around.

Totem (military C130 flight) seven one, ah roger sir. If
you'd like ah-standby, ---- Totom seven cne, turn ah-right,

heading two five, correction turm right, headingtwoseven
zero, radar vectars to intercept.

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy, descend at pilot
discretion, maintain flight level two five zero.

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight, ah-pilot's discretion,
maintain ah-ah-two five zero, so-ah-ah-I cannot, 1 couldn' t
see ah-U-F-O, ower.

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy. Understand you do not
ses the traffic any longer. .

Affirmative.

~ Ckay sir, we're searching this time, we think we have him.

: mm-mlitaxywairuaft

A .
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075/:09 - RIS © - ' Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy, flash your landing
‘ b lights pleasse, ” et - 7

0255:25 TOTEM Ah, yes sir, we've got him insight. : 2
0255:35 K15 ~ Totem seven cne, doymseemyt‘afficinhisvicinity?.

0255:38 TOTEM  Not flashing avy lights at this time sir.

V09232 JL1628 landed at Anchorage Intermational Airport
(approximate)

™




UTC
NORAD
FSDO-63
POTAT

3529
INS
. ARTCC
PYVD
ROCC
350

Universal Time Coordinzcted. (Tses ¥ 3 Zeeoc= Tor, T=5

’1nternal Navigation System

- Plan View Display (Radar Screen)

- Regional Operations Command Center (Military, AF)
/35,000 feet elevation

North American Defense Air Command
FAA Flight Standards District Office, Anchorage/S.C. Area

Intersection location name on airway map. (Northwest of .
Fort .Yukon.

Alrway route

.(Anchozage) Air Route Traffic Control Center (Enroute traffic)

‘
.




FORT YUKON

¢MNCHUMINA

FLIGHT PATH OF
JAL NO. 1628

LEGEND -
VORTAC - O
NDB @
Reporting Polts 4=
Akports ‘7
Restricted I g l
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GULKANA O

NOVEMRER 17, 1086

RE-GENERATED RADAR IMAGE CHART -OF JAL NO. 1628 \
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UNCORRELATED RADAR SIGNALS

An "uncorrelated primary and beacon(secondary) return on a radar
screen occurs when the radar energy that is sent up toward the aircraft
.. (primary signal) returns.offftheisurface of the aircraft at a siightly : .-
. different moment th-n the beacon (secondary) transponder signal and the' : "' ‘.
twvo do not match up as being at the same place or same computer radar :
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Ei, SECONDARY
RADAR
1% RETURN
2. (Beacon)
! (Tfansponder)
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84 FAA
3‘ 2
A4 RADAR
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.
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Drawing by Paul Steucke
March 5, 1987
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RADAR CELL

SAME AIRCRAFT B
\\ (Crossing Cell) .

PRIMARY
RADAR
RETURN-
(Skin-
Surface)

=PRIMARY RADAR RETURN

“ =SECONDARY RADAR RETURN

=CORRELATED RETURN
(Combined Return)
=UNCORRELATED RETURN
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ANALYSIS OF UNCORRELATED PRIMARY
AND BEACON TARGETS
T (JAL-1628, 11/17/86 AKST)
Ve . . :
F $ , : i,
Approximately 61 minutes of data was extracted from the EARTS CDR =
printouts relating to the November 18 incident involving JAL-1628

and the alleged UFO sighting.

Review of the data involving this incident did not show any

abnormalities that could be associated with any type of target as
indicated by the pilot of JAL-1628.

Radar returns from the aircraft and surroﬁnding terrain vary with
the different segments of the flight but are considered normal
for the area. : : " ‘

Returns relating to the incident ‘can be categorized as three
types: primary radar reinforced by a beacon reply (primary radar

.. returns and beacon returns are both evident in the same 1/4 mile

range cell), beacon only reply and beacon with an associated
radar reply. Seventy-two percent of the replies were radar with .
beacon reinforcement (same range cell) which is normal for the

:ﬂ“Murpny dome radar system.

Approximately 25 percent were beacon only and of those that
o registered as beacon only, 90 percent of those had a primary only

reply within 1/8 of a mile. either ahead or behind the beacon

These uncorrelated primary returns are not uncommon, due to the

-critical timing associated with the delay adjustments in the

alrcraft transponder for beacon systems and the target
»correlation circuitry within the radar equipment.

When an aircraft is being interrogated as it passes through the
beginning of adjacent range cells the intricate timing between
the two systems very often is off just enough to declare both a

beacon and a radar target in different range cells, resulting in
‘uncorrelated radar replies.

The data derived from the JAL-1628 £flight is representative of

the data from another aircraft in the same general area and is
considered normal.

February 25, 1987

:gs } :
| ennis R. Simantel

ZAN-AAL-ARTCC -

: © ConeuRs MM,M-"%
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. March 5, 1937

t: FAA, Alaskan Region . v
. ' Public Affairs Office

701 C Street, Box 14

Anchorage, Alaska 99513

COMPUTER CDR PRINTOUT
Reference to Japan Air Lines Flight #1628
Ncvember 17, 1986, 5:19 pm AKST
RECORDED FAA RADAR DATA

TIME:11/18/86, 02:11.23 UTC
11/18/86, 02:49.13 UTC#

(38 minutes computer time)
(20 minutes between flrst and last uncorrelated return)

KANGE:35-215, AZIMUTH: 1-90

1950 = Computer assignment number for JAL {#1628.

RB = Reinforced Beacon return (Normal)
RT = Primary radar return, uncorrelated (Skin/surface)
BT = Secondary radar return, (Beacon/transpender)

Number of pages in computer printout = 15
Pages with uncorrelated returns: 2,3,4,5,6,7,10.

19 = NUMBER OF UNCORRELATED RETURNS
86 = NUMBER OF USABLE RADAR RETURNS
105 = TOTAL NUMBER OF RETURNS FOR ABOVE TIME FRAME.

0219:15, (5:19 pm) Pilot first questioned ARTCC re other traffic.
10253:13, (5:53 pm) Pilot said, "I zouldn't see UFO".

¥UTC = UNIVERSAL TIME COORDINATED

b ——— ——
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. 2. DATE 3. TIME (Local)
2 AIRCRAI IDENT RECORD
S M 11/17/87 a®20 AST ki
= ; :
S |4 caTecoAy s. OAWOF WEEK | 7. LOCATION(Cisy.and Siate)
e e €N Manday
=" | 'K AIR CARRIER=-TYPE: g :
e 3 6. COORDINATES Fort Yukon, Alaska
g | Clamraxi ) GENERAL 4 +aTiON 8. NEAREST FIX (Radial and Distance)
= 69.00N
= 41.00W FYU 360/180
O commuren O otrer Y41,
1. AIRFRAME MAKE/MODEL TQTAL HOUR MARE/MODEL ™ TOTAL HOU
WAKE/MODEL N/A N/A pd
Boeing 747 SERIAL NO. {.\Ial/uncfnln‘} o | SERIAL NO. IMd/uncn'cnbV
o<
REGISTRATION NO, AIRCRAFY (%] W
t CLASS uz.: s e j p 2.. :
-8 N/A AMEL 5 i /
O Q- 2 3. C. . d
& [AIRWORTHINFSS CLASS W [7.5.0. (MaljuncnpdiRg) Q [75.0. Blalfuncishing)
= Standard N %
HOURS 1. % it A B R 2,
T.5.0. TOTAL TIME :
4, 4 4,
1. NAME AND ADCRESS 6. AIR CARRIER | AUTHORIZED DPERATIONS UNDER FAF
OPERATING CERTIFI- |, PARTS: :
2 Japan Airlines Co. Ltd. CATE NO. :
o .
> N/A ! 129
1
-+ dJ 2. FLIGHT NO. 4. MAINT, DESIGNATOR 7. OPERATING CERTIFI- |AUTHORIZED OPERATIONS UNDER FAR
CATE NO PARTS:
& 1628 = None ; | .
3. UNDER FAR 8. CAB 298C FILED 3 {
129 Oves  Hno i
1. PERSONS 2, PERSONS 3. MINOR |4, SERIOUS |5, FATAL | 6. D~ 'AGE’ 8. TYPE OF FLYING
INVOLVED ABOARD | INJURY INJURY INJURY | +
% ONE PERSONAL
PASSENGERS > -
0 0 0 0 MINOR BUSINESS :
Al SUBSTANTIAL EXECUTIVE/CORP
g . 29 3 0 0 0 DESTROYED INSTRUCTION
< FIRE AFTER IMPACT AERIAL APPLICATIC
3 CARRESREN 0 O 0 0 PROPERTY DAMAGE INDUSTRIALSPECIA
“ UNKNOWN FERRY ‘
g g GROUND CREW 0 0 0 0 TEST
7. PHASE OF OPERATION 3
< FOREST FIRE
R
: PUBLIC/OTHE 0 0 0 0 GROUND PARACHUTE
;” TOTALS TAXI AIR SHOW
Zz 3 0 0 0 TAKEQFF PASSENGER
CLIMD x | CARGO
HANDICAPPED 0 0 0 0 x| LEVEL FLIGHT PASSENGER/CARGC
EVACUATION DESCENT { MAIL A
INJURIES 0 0 0 0 APPROACH OTHER
9. PART NAME/NO. LANDING UNKNOWN
1. NAME 6. REMARKS
- N/A
& | Ocontrorren [ uncontroLLED
< wi
& . [2. RUNWAY | 3. FIELD 4. RUNWAY 5. SURFACE CONDI-
< |NUMBER ELEVATION | LENGTH TION
1. SOURCE |3, SKY CON- |5. VISIBILITY |7. D.P, 8. WIND | 10. REMARKS
« DITION RESTRICTION
w
[ Darkness | N/A N/A
< 2. TIME 4. VISIBILITY|6. TEMP, 9. ALTIMETER
w
2
29.92
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3] Anchorage, .ICC : ﬁjla“k’ Iceland XX YES e NS
S5 17/84 ' -
t 2. FLIGHT VLAN.CLEVARANCE S, OZ;TI;ATION ET-\Ai“ A;A L ‘ 3. RADAR CONTROL
= - i e = ]
% 3. TAKEOFF GROSS WEIGHT/C.G. . LAST COMMUNICATION (Porinion, Time. Altirude) BEEEUACH
N/A Anchorage Tower/Ground Control
Anchorage, Alaska Visual
1. PiC | 2. SIC 3. FE
NAME Kenju Terauchi |Taksrear! Tamefuj{ {Yoshin Tsukuha |
DATE OF BIRTH/AGE N/A N/A N/A
CERTIFICATE NO, AND TYPE | ' l
DATE OF LAST MEDICAL | :
> s HOURS THIS MAKE/MODEL l
= MOURS LAST 30 DAYS — MAKE/MODEL |
7 _|_TOTAL HOURS LAST 90 DAYS R g 2
I T! _rtoraL HouRs i . - - |
E DUTY TivE [Lasr 2 Fourt] ! I i '
= RATINGS by | | TN e
- PROFICIENCY CHy %K DATE ! i s G
ROUTE CHECK DATE 2 : [ i )
|_SILIULATOR CHECK z sl [ RS
SEAT OCCUPIED lefr ‘Right o -0
DOMICILE (Ciry ard Stare)
JTHER-SPECIEY S __Tmpn_——
R ; 13, y | N —]'4. R !
« PASSENGERS | EQUIPMENT 1 ENVIEONMENT INVESTIGATION 1 g
g Pu‘_ Of ESE N/Jsens N/Al smorE NTS8 NOTIFIED He%s |
T i [ia3e0 . I AESTAAINTS FUMES | /OICE RECORDER REVIEW | %
- | BLIND 1 [ lexiTs [ Fine | F.1"=T RECORDER REVIEW x
3 IHEANT | / tsuczs [ | ciGHTs | OF £ INVESTIGATION N
e ¥ O, | Tmaets oF | sce *INVESTIGATION X
i | | ]~ Tvests ] .
1. REPORT SUBMITTED BY. Iprre Parprenn AAL=207] 5 3. .RCEDF INFO  rCrau JATC __:
é_. 2. cFrise_ AAL-207 ; 6. FAA COORDINATOA/INVESTE .. " ¥ Roekner
Q | 3. oarte January 26, 1987 7. NTSB 'NVESTIGATON /A
4, DITTRITUTION AVN-120 thru AAL-200 8. RELATED REPORTS Noae
On November 17, 1986 Japan Airlimes Flight 1623, an all cargo Boeing 747, was '
en route frcm Keflavik, Iceland to Anchorage, Alaska, At 0219 UTC (Novecber 18,
1986) the captaln of Flizht ‘1620 reported traffic at his altitude 1 mile in fromt
of his aircraft. The unidentified traffic was later reported visible on JAL
1628's weather radar and {ntermittently ty Anchorage Center and the Military
Regional Operations Center. JAL 1628 reported that the traffic staved in his
vicinity during a descent and turns, including a 360 dngree turn. At 0253 UTIC
i JAL 1628 rerorted that the unidentified traffic was no longer in siglt.
>
% | Refer to attachments for specific informacion. s
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INSPECTION AND SURVE!LLANCE RECORD

.L" .
b FTCWORK ACTIVITY . : e " L UFITS 1. RSURE
> Ther05% 7 . E
P -
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
e e ERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

AIR TRANSPORTATION BECURITY

As per telephonic request from FSDO-63, the following are the events

‘which toock place on November 17, 1986 and were taken fron my personal

rotes during the irterview: Responded to Japan Airlines station

office as instructed by Manager (James £. Derry), AAL~700, Myself

ard Jim Derry interviewed the crew of JAL Flight 1628, which reported

the sighting of unidentified air traffic. The flight crew consisted

of the Captain, Kenju Terauchi, First Officer Takanori Tamefuiji,, and |
Flight Engineer Yoshio Tsukuda, Captain Terauchi stated the cargo ‘
only flight had departed Reykjavik, Iceland. Captain Terauchi stated i
be tirst sited (visually) the unidentified air traffic (UAT) in the 3% |
vacinity of Potat intersection and the ADIZ. The aircraft he was
piloting (B747) was at flight level 390, airspeed 0.84 Mach. Captain
- Terawchi indicated the UAT was in front of his aircraft at a distance
of approximately seven to eight nautical miles for approximately 12
mimrtes. The Captain stated the distance was indicated by the onboard
, Bendix color radar. Captain Terauchi stated that while he Lad a
visual cn the UAT, he spotted yellow, amber and green lights, axd a
rotating beacon, but no red lights. The Captain said there were two ‘
distinct sets of lights, but appeared to he joined together (as fixed |
to one object). Captian Terauchi ascertained through visual sighting ‘
ard radar, that the UAT was equal in size to a B747, possibly larger.

Captain Terauchi stated that during the visual sighting, the iights of °

the UAT changed fram a horizontal position tc a vertical position and

had positioned itself from in front of the B747 to port side. The : |
UAT stayed on the port side for approximmately 35 minutes. ' ’
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Captain Terauchi said he was cammunicating with ARTCC personnel during
the sighting. The captain stated he requested, and received, permission
toperfoma3606egreetmuhileint1‘evacinityof?a.izbanks, Alaska,
which he had a visual on. Captain Terauchi stated the UAT maintained
. its position on the port side during the turn. Captain Terauchi stated
visual sight of the UAT was ldst approximately 40 nautical miles north
of Talkeetna, while cont:.mln% on to Anchorage.

Additional information regarding the flight:

Captain Terauchi stated there was static during VHF cammmnications with
the ARICC.

Captain Terauchi indicated there was erratic movement with lights of the
UAT during the visual contact.

Navigation was being perfomed by coupling of the onboard IS s.

m'r:nvuu:u/uvazv:uou November 17, 1986 R n“d‘oraqc, Alaska
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3 7ILT 0.

S BAA Form 1600.32.1 (273

FOR OFFICJAL-USE OHLY. |

e

ety 22



R

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
i FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
AR TRANSPORTATION BECURITY

Captain TERAUCHI stated that FAA ATC had indicated to him the presence
of a primary target in addition to his aircraft.

PSI, AAL~700

!«

Addenchm: Through a confidential source at Japan Airlines, it was stated
to me that this was not the first sighting of an unidentified

mcraftbyCaptainm.Wb

N an_!;er_l],_‘_l?_ag_ il ..,An:)nrage, Ala..ka____'
W% HOURSE T USRI TRt T AALET0D el
‘FAA Form 1600.22.1 (7% . | FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
(Poblic wwitobility 1o be
i S50 setabe o )i womdar L U S C. S.Un
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOARTATION
FEDLRAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
AIR TRANSPORTATION SECURITY

On November 17, I responded to a call from the ROC reference an
incident imvolving unidentified air traffic (UAT) following JAL flight
1628 into Anchorage. I asked Agent Mickle to meet me at Anchorage
Airport. :

Upon arriving at ANC, I met Agent Mickle and Inspector Wright
(FSDO-63) who had Leen at the aircraft. All three of us then pro-
ceded to JAL operations to interview the crew. At JAL Operations
we-met-with-Captain-Terauchi;-lst-Officer Tamefuji, and 2nd Officer
Tsukuda' along with Mr. Shimbashi, the JAL Operations Manager at
Anchorage.

The three crewmen stated that just after passing POTAT inter-
section inbound to Anchorage cn J529 they cobserved strange lights
ahead of their B-747% These lights changed position after 2 minutes
but remained in front of the A/C for another 10 minutes, then roved
to the left side of the A/C. They stated that all they could see
were the lights axd at no time could they see any craft. However,
“they did show an object on their VX radar at about 7 miles. The f
lights were yellow, amber, and green, but no red. The lights were
in two seperate sets which changed position relative to ane another.
Ihecrewsa;.dt)nttheycontactedmconfmmdthattheyalsohad
it on radar.’ Near Fairbanks, the crew executed a 360° twrn and the
lights stayed with t‘hem off of their left side. They then prcceded
to Anchorage ; the lights were still visible until around 40 miles
north of $'¢hey moved away to the east. 'The crew reported
their speed q‘s-*‘Q:. ; :,Mach and their altitude betveen FL390 and 310 as

'Mmlypféﬁlenmtedwitht}ei:systanswas sare static in the
VHF receiver. The Navigaticnal system in use was IS with no apparent
problems, .

Uponcmpleta,on of my discussion with the crew, I called Zaptain
Stevens (Duty Offiser to NORAD) and asked if he had any question other
thanmtlhadaslad He said he had no other questions, but they
alsosrvmmtarqetsonradar(omwasm) He stated that they
muldgweallda to Intelligence in the morning. I then asked
Boti:yLunk.inbz mitAFwa.smm.i.rx;thedataandhesaidyes.

muuvuuzo/uuuuz::%fnper_lz,_l LR g :'w _Anchorage, ﬁla_ska__ ShetS
sv Special Agen FERID= ez wo.

FOR OFF'CIAL USE ONLY.
(Public ovailability n be da=

¥ : SPO V41404 b o mdder § U. T C. 5520
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW WITHE JAL CAPTAIX

Richard Gordon, Manager, FSDO-63
Kenju Terauchi, Captain, JAL

Frank Fujii, Interpretor, JAL

Sayoko Mimoto, FAA Airways Facilities
Mr. Shinbashi, Station Manager

On January 2, 1987, Inspector Richard 0. Gordon, FSDO-63, and Japanese
Interpertor Sayoko Mimoto, FAA Airways Facilities, interviewed JAL

Caprtain Kenju Terauchi at JAL Operations, Anchorage, Alaska. The interview
wae conducted for the purpose of gathering first-hand witness testimony with
regard to a sighting on November 17, 1986, by Captain Terauchi and his crew of

an unidentified flying object. The following text is a record of the
interview:

- R. Gordon Think Qhat I'm going to's v s
Carbled '

R. Gordon I have a, oh, a few questions here, and I'll be glad to let you-

read them and it's just some clarification because I didn't do
it, but one of the people that work for me, I'm the office
manager over here at the FSDO, the Flight Standards Office. And

Jack Wright, one of my people came over and met with the Captain
the first night . . &

K. Terauchi Oh ieah.

R, Gordon  Jack Wright gave you his card . . .

K. Terauchi Yeah,

R. Gordon Well then that's whst Jack wrote down here. Well when they came
I was out of town, I was in Washington DC, but when I came back,
then I asked a couple questions and then the Administrator is
asking some questions and I said, well we don't know we didn't
esk that, so they gave me that list of questions right there, and
we'll j%?t address them along the way and then talk about them.

K. Terauchi Okay. ;

R. Gordon And it's almost reiterating what we've been through already on
this thing. "

K. Terauchi Scmetimes, sometimes.

F. Fujii Reiterating questions, but, was this the first experience, .

Captain?
K. Terauchi No, third time.
R. GCordon---

This is the third time that ah that you've seen, where, in the
BAME BTEHA OF o o o —-mr——mmm
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K. Terauchi

R. Gordon
K. Terauchi
F. Fujii
R. Gordon

K. Terauchi

% F. Fujit

Cordon

Cordon

Terauchi

Cordon

- No I can understand that, but that was the first time?

No, no, no « « « um, ah I saw, un,

mothership.
Formosa, south of Formosa.

Taipal, Kushung,

Around, near Formosa.,
Yeah ah no

This Tiapal mainland China

Uh uh

And Taipai, Kushung is here, so ah this cargo flight ah I took
off ah 2 am midnight, after midnight, after takeoff. When we
start climb we saw left-hand side big mothership, but ah . . . it

- was 8o wierd, I ignored it (did not look).

‘Cause he wasn't feeling well ., . .

Big Ship - yes and the second time ah, the, in my home I 88w &
sky clear daytime; ah, we can, we saw bright lights, I guess"

maybe ah 10,000 feet s0 ah . . . the light continued for about
ten minutes. X

The light continued for about ten minutes, so ah disappeared
suddenly.

It's ah 1 guess this one.

Okay now this one you saw off mainland China what timelrame did
that happen, when did that happen?

What-time was it?
2 an
When last month

Interruption

Okay, excuse me one moment, but ah . . . Okay Frank I was trying
to figure out the% first sighting last year or this year

Five years ago

Oh five years ago, just trying to get the timeframe that we

sighted these things ah, the next one was that we wanted to talk
sbout ., o :

Was it the first experience for the crew members?




R. Gordon
K. Terauchi
F. Fujii
K. Terauchi
F. Fujii
K. Terauchi

R. Gordon -

K. Terauchi
‘one 80 ah « .« &

R. Gordon

K. Terauchi

R. Cordon

F. Fujii

.

R. Gordon |

K. Terauchi
F. Fujii

R. Cordon

) 4
R. Cordon

K. Terauchi
& F. Fujii

First time for the other crew members, okay that's fine.

I think it ‘'was the first time.

Who was the firat person who saw it?

It was me. I saw it in - inside,

What dic you notice at first?

Dﬁring first time we saw light, I think a navigation light.

Ah ha, but you saw it visually first you didn't pick it up on

" radar or anything you just saw some light out there, okay and

that realiy coinsides with the air traffic statement, you called
and said do you kave any traffic in my area

Yeah, yeah before, before, about six minutes before I saw this

You were watching him for about five or six minutes before you
called . « .

Before I contact Anchorage Center

Ah ah, okay

Okay fourth question, what did you see exactly shape, light, and

all, the shape, lighting, etc. . .

Well if you can just explain these to me cause it looks like

you've done alot of drawing here so it's not necessary for you to
redraw all this stuff

This light was amber and whitish, but, when it came to here it

was only amber . . . white light. Why dorn't I understand.
(Japanese) right

First of all it's like amber and whitiah color, came closely it

seems like all the output exhaust pocition of the jets, all théne
Challenger "

Look like something like after burners . . . okay okay, like each

one of these was an individual exhaust

Yes

bkay

 So this light is special like (Japanese) when ah Challenger, yes

like Challenger took off amount of flame going on, we can't see

Challenger by this flame

28
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Gordon
Terauchi

Gordon

Fujii

Gordon
Fujii

Gordon

Terauchi

Gordon
Terauchi

Fujii

Gordon

Fujii

Terauchi

Okay, yes

But this one is nozzle direction (Japanese)(garbled) we couldn't
see this light this direction we could see big flame

Maybe we're saying then if you're looking at the back of it and

then when it turns sideways this doesn't show. Okay I
understand.

From the forward you could see the flame and the exhaust and
flame were surrounding it.

. Okay.

/

'So maybe ah, I = I think ah, um exhaust started (garbled)

. Being okay these things here, maybe being each one of theée o

-

things here, so these were maybe stacked, in otherwards if you
were looking at the top view down, you would just see one if you
come around here you would see all of those lights. Okay yeah
So if they moved up or I guess this ah exhaust moved to ah, this
way down so finally five years ago I saw the rocket.

Maybe that would account for that bright light he saw five .years
ago. In otherwords if these turned down you couldn't see them

‘and then when it looked like it moved over here some over here

turned up and then you could see them where it looked like it
moved over there? So you're saying . . .

Anyway ah (Japanese) right (Japanese) . . . Talk tome « . &
Could not see but only here and here . . . and this, here, dark
area, I saw sparks, like fire. When using gasoline or carbon
fuel. You can see a great big flame, but I could not see (flame)
at all in this angle, although there was a big blast.

Seems like it's really high technology because you can't see
anything over here unless it's spinning rotation.

Yeah, okay, yeah, somebody said somotimes the sparks kick over
into that and you could see the exhaust, now with ah that in mind

this other picture you have here, where would this be on this
thing captain?

What you're asking him where this (garbled) . . .
Quite different, this is just small space ship, this one size of

carrier, two times carrier so mothership, so ah after they flew
with us three ah five minutes like home missionj then move to a

‘mothership. So then I found mothership light, but this is not

llght, all .engine, because ah we have contact seven or eight mile
here, 8o we saw this first lights, so um after light contact ah
they move behind so we saw this pairs of light, so we aaw this
light same size, this one, same size.

29



R. Gordon I mean they,were moving along, at that time where were these

lights, cap¥ain?

!
2l
V%u
b
A{{f
% ? R. Gordon Same dimtance apart . . . Now do you think that was just the
iﬁéi mothership and then these little things were . . .
.g?} K. Terauchi But, yes, that right
Lok
? Ly

Fujii  (Japanese) disappear
Go;don Okay, okay
Terauchi Then we find this light, 80 I think this one is light, but I

think now this is engine, so ah, same type of engine, the same .

logic + + . the same type of engine, This one and this one, the
same logic, this point and this point are the same just bigger in .
size. This is the small one so it looked like this, but the
bigger one, I could not see but only here, small size, big size,
same technology. Yeah

Cordon Oh, oh -

Fujii The mothership seems like it, he said that, this, this, same
; technology, type of engine

Gordon Well they're alot, much larger.
Te:auchi Yes, much largeé > e
Gordon’ S& this right here would be ah, sitting . . .
Mimoto No, this light is sitting here
Tersuchi Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah . . .
Gordon . = . On?y much lacger (garbled)
Terauchi Yéah much larger, much power. But, this color is white uh . . .
it's ah um dark white pole . . . weak light . . . 5
(unintelligible)
L. Gordon  Maybe because it's 80 much bigger.
E_l. Terauchi Yeah
e

Cordon Now this distance, now you were speaking of these were fairly

close uh?

.Hum uh, ah distances is ah, ah, not this, this one ah, 500, ah
. between 500 and 1,000 feet.

g %P' Gordoh - Okay, out from you, and then it took off and went out here and

. maybe this is, ah, you said five to seven alles or sozmething on
the racar,

30



A JAL

flight engineer,
Beckner of FAA on

Yoshio Tsukuba,
January 135, 1987,

was interviewed by Pete
through an interpreter,

Sayoko Mimoto, regarding to the UFO which had been sighted on the
17th of November, 1984, by Captain Terauchi.

Beckner:
Tsukubat

Beckner:
Mimoto:

Tlukubal

Beckner:

Tsukubaz
Beckner:

Tsukubai

Becknear:

Tsukubat

Beckner:

Tsukuba:

. Beckner:

"The first time I saw it wnl'through the L1

. time.

Describe what you saw.

May 1 speak in Japanese?

Oh!
Oh'!

Yes, please.
vyes, please.

window, ;t
position. It looked larger than
navigation lighte. I do not reamember exactly how many

of those (lights) were there but clusters of lights
were undulating. L :

cha 11 . '‘©'clack

What was the color of those lights, was it green?

I can not describe the dltiill' but it was white or
amber colorgod lighti.vr

TR TR M LN gAY L T e e

T R Ny gy

When you saw the object was .it obvious. to you?.. Did ycu

notice it 1mmndxat¢1y?

TY e g

Yes, it was.

I noticed it immediately.
Did it stay with yod'at'posftibn”It“o'clock?”“"Hou“long
did you see this object?

Yes, approximztely 5 minutes, 10 minutes, I"think 1 saw
it for about 10 minutes after I sighted it the first
The reason is because the Captain wanted to take
pictures. His canera bag was placud behind his seat,
beside mine, and I handed it to him. But he could nct
take pictures, so I placed hix camera bag beside my
seat again. So I think it took about 10 minutes.

Why could he not take any pictures?

Well, his camera is Alpha 7,000, with film ASA 100. He
could not operazte it well. I mean the operating
procedure of the camera was not understood well.

What kind of camera did.he hav;?

31



Tsukuba: Alpha 7,000. It is made by Minoruta. I wonderwhat it
i is called in America.

Beckner: Have ycu seen this kind of thing before? Was this the
first time anything of this nature has happensd to you?

Tsukubat’ Yes, this Q;s the first time.

Backner: Who_fir:t sighted the object?

T
et N p
-

Tsukuba: I do not know which person picked it up first. I was
making a landing data. The Captain told us to see if
' there is a some kind of object outside.

Backners. Did you see the radar?

& Tsukuba:  When the Captain told me to look, I could sse the
11; radar. :

" Beckner: Were you abi- to ceme it on radar? What did you s=e on
the radar?

Tsukuba: Yes, @ green dot like, not exactly like a dot. It wam

not a dot, but stream like, I think the range was about
Wy » 10 miles. I do not think it (on the radar) was the
?? same lights as the one I saw in front of us.

'Beckn-r; How was tho‘int-nsity of the lights? Did the intensity
of the objects’ lights change?

e
L/ (¥ o,

e

Tsukuba: Basically the same. I cannot describe it. Not even in
Japanese. Tha first one did not change. The second
light was very difficult to see. It was so vagum.

A

Beckner: Was any other target picked up on radar?

¥ip Tsukuba: I cannot remember. The tilt angle of the radar was
' difficult to see.

et N S SN NG ART
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*; Beckner: Difficult to remember, on the radar, did you have to
A lock for the object?

’

Tsukuba: I identified immediately the one in front of us .

oy 3 s e
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Beckner: At the time of sighting, 'how were the lighting
_ .. conditions outside?
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Tsukuba:z

Beckner:

Tsukuba:s

Beckner:

Tsukubas

Beckner:

Tsukuba:

Beckner:

Tsukuba:

Beckner:

Tsukuba:

Beckner:

Tsukuba:

Beckner:

It was just at sunset at right front of us.
a stripe of red line and almost dark,
pitch dark behind us.

There was
it was almost

How was the lighting conditions inside the cockpit?

We had night illumination at above sideways. I was
using a sprt light while calculating the data. I do
not remember whether the Captain had the lights turned
off or not. There is a switch that can turn the light
to regular fluorescent or to dark. It was set to dark.

How long did you see the object?

The one in front of us, as I wmentioned earlier, I saw
it for about 10 minutes, then, the one on our left side
at 9 o°‘clock, together, a total of 30 minutes. The
lights in front of us and the other one were of two
absolutely different nature of lights.

Would you show us what they looked like on this paper?

The lights in front of us were clusters of lights like
this. I think they were made of two parte. How should

I say this, but the lights were shapmd 1lixe windows of
a passenger aircraft.

What was the shape of the object like?

I do not know. It was just lights. The one in front

of us was like an aircraft viewed from another aircraft
which was ours.

Did the object move with your aircraft when you changed
direction or altitude?

When we saw the first one in front of us, we‘'did not
change the heading, but the second one, it was really
hard to see, I had to try real hard to see it, s0 wa
changed heading. I think the object was with us when
wae changed altitude. When we chanoed altitude, I could

not sece. The Captain said 1t was still there, so I
felt like it was therae.

T v T S PTTRA

Did you see anothkf aircraft?

ORI TN

W T R

I saw United Air Line.

Any other lighted, or unlighted objects?
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Tsukubas

Beckner:

:
:

Tsukuba:

Beckner:
Tsukubat
Beckner:
Tsukuba:
Beckner:
Tsukuba:

Eeckner:

Tsuhubaz
Beckner:
Tsukuba:
B-cknuri
Teukubas

Mimoto:

Tsukuba:

Backner:

.

When the United aircraft was passing by, we were seeing
the second lights.

Did the intensity of lights change?

Tha first lights I saw was unchanged until they

disappeared. The second one, it was so hard to see.
In my mind, I am not certain whether it was lights of a
distant town or a strange object.

What were the weather conditions?

It was clear.
Did you see any stars?
I think there were stars, but...

Any-magnetic disturbanca?

Na.

Werme therms any instrument fluctuations on your Flight
Enginewer's panel during the objects presence?

No, it didn‘t (there wersn‘t).
Do you wear glasses?

No, ‘I don'ts

Was there any reflection on the inside of the glass?

Rpilcctlon? What do you mean? h
Did you’ see any raflection of inside lights on the

aircraft window glass?

.

No.

thers was not any.
Would you like to add anything? Do you bhave any'
questions? . We have come here and interviewdd you a
lot. 1Is there anything we can answer regarding your
questions?

Y
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Tsukubas- The points I would like to reinforce are that the
lights in front of us were diffarent from town lights.
I can not describe the shape. I am not as certain as I
am about the lights on the left side. ] do not know
what the shape of the objects was. So I am sure that
the lights that were in front of us were different from
town lights. When I was interviewed here at the first
time by FAA personnel, I was not sure whother thae

object was an UFO0O or not. My mind has not changed
since then.

r\,_;;'i"" - . . "\ /"3 . .W R Q
;i"’t, + 5? QA ,g&. LS 7 £ ;
2 Peter E. Becknar

Sayoko D. Mimoto
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Interpreter
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PERSONNEL STATEMENT
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center

The following 18 a report concerning the idcident to aircraft JL1628 on
November 18, 1986 at 0230 UTC. :

My name is Carl E. Henley (HC) I am employed as an Air Traffic Control

Specialist by the Federal Aviation Administration at the Anchorage Air Route
Traffic Cortrol Center, Anchorage, Alaska. '

During the period of 2030 UTC, November 17, 1986, to 0430 UTC, November 18,

1986 I was on duty in the Anchorage ARICC. I was working' the D15 position
~ from 0156 UTC, November 18, 1986 to 0230 UTC, November 18, 1986.

At approximately 0225Z while monitoring JL1628 on Sector 15 radar, the
aircraft requested traffic informationm. 1 “xdvised ‘no. traffic  in  his
vicinity. The aircraft advised he had traffic 12 o'clock same altitude. I
asked JL1628 1if he would like higher/lower altitude and the pilot replied,
negative, I checked with ROCC to see if they had military traffic ip the ares
and to see if they had primary targets in the area. ROCC did have primary
target in the same position JL1628 reported. Several times I had single
primary returns where JL1628 reported traffic, JL1628 later requested a turn
to heading 210°, ‘I approvad JL1628 to make deviations s8s n.cessary for
traffic. The traffic stayed with JL1628 through turns and decent in the
vicinity of FAI I requesied JL1628 to make a right 360° turn to see if he
could identify the aircraft, he lost contact momentarily, at which time I
observed a primary target in the 6 o'clock position 5 miles. I then vectored
UA69 northbound to FAL from ANC with his approval to see if he could identify
the aircraft, he had contact with the JL1628 flight but reported no other.
traffic, by this time J11628 had 1loot contact with the traffic. Also a
military C-130 southbound to EDF from EIL advised he had plenty of fuel and

would take a look, I vectored him toward the flight and climbed him to FL240,
he also had no contact.

Note: T requested JL1628 to identify the type or markings of the aircraft,
He could not identify but reported white and yellow strobes. I requested the
JL1628 to say flight conditions, he reported clear and no clouds.

(o 2. rle

November 19, 1986
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PERSONNEL STATEMENT

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center

January 6, 1987

The. following is a report concerning the incicent to Japan Airlines Flight
1628 (JL1628) North of Fairbanks, Alaska on November 18, 1986 at 0218 UTC.

" My name is Carl E. Henley (HC). I am employed as an Air Traffic Control
Specialist by the Federal Aviation Administration at the Anchorage Air
Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), Aachorage, Alaska,

During the period of 2030 UTC, November 18, 1986, to 0430 UTC, November

18, 1y86 I was on duty in the Anchorage ARTCC. I was working the R/D15

. position from 0156 UTC, November 18, 1986 to 0230 UIC, and the RI15
position'tgom 0230 UTC, November 18, 1986 to 0258 UTC, November 18, 1986.

1 am making this statement to clarify certain points in my original
statement dated November 19, 1986.

Ref paragraph 4: i

I stated in paragraph four that several times I had several primary
returns where JL1628 reported traffic; in actuality I observed three types
. of targets., I scawv tentative radar targets which showed up as a (=)

symbols. I saw (+) symbols that indicate radar only tracks. I also sawvw
non run lenth targets which show up as a (.) symbols.

Additionally, I stated the traffic stayed with JL1628 through turns and
descent, this information was what I received from JL 1628.

/

Carl E. Henley. E

2ir Traffic Control Speci¥list
Anchorage ARTCC ,




PERSONNEL STATEXENT

FEDERAL AVIATION ALGINISTRATION
Anchorage Air Route Tratffic Control Center

'January 7, 1987

The following is a report concerning the incident involving aircraft JL 1628
tntth of Fairbanks on November 18, 1986 at 0218 UIC,

; pace is Samuel J. Rich (SR), I am employed as an Alr Traffic Control
Bpecielist by the Federal Aviation Administration at the Anchorage Air Route
Traffic Control Center, Anchorage, Alaska.

) During the period of 0035 UIC, Novenber 18,1986, :6 0835 UTC, Novembér 18,
i ;g§'1986 I vas on duty in the Anchorage ARTCC, I was vorking the D15 position
AN from 0230 UIC, November 18, 1986, to 0530 UTC, November 18, 1986,

The pilot of JL_1628 reported that he had traffic at his altitude. He stated
ftt was a big plane with yellow and white lights. We advised him we had no
._ttaffic in his position. We adjusted the radar PVD to approximately a 25 mile
'oc&le and there wvas a reder return in the position the pilot had reported

I called ROCC to ask if they had any nilitery traffic operating near JL 1628,
" The ROCC said they had no military traffic in the area. I then asked them if
754 they could see any traffic near JL 1628. ROCC advised that they had traffic

“ near JL 1628 in the same position we did.

1 asked BOCC if they had any aircraft to scramble on JL 1628, they said they
. would call back. However, there was no further communicatlon regarding the
- request for a scramble,

//

- Samuel J. Rich
Alr Traffic %ﬂ rol Specialist
Anchorage ARTCC
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PERSONNEL STATEMENT

. e ''v ... TEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
E : Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center

January 9, 1986

The following is a report concerning the incident to Japan Airlines Flight
1628 (JL1628) north of Fairbanks, Alaska on November 18, 1986 at 0218 UTC.

o VAN s
W 1 O v o

Yy name is John L. Aarnink (AA)., I am employed as an Air Traffic Control
Specialist by the Federal Aviation Administration at the Anchorage Air Route
- Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), Anchoraga, Alaska. During the period of 2230
UTIC, November 17, 1986 to 0630 November 18, 1986 I was on duty 1inmn the

Anchorage ARTCC, I wvas training om Sector D13 from 2300 UTIC, November /17,
1986, to 0300 UTC, November 18, 1986,

T e
e e W -

PR T AL
PR s e

I was on my way to take a break when I noticed the unusual activity at the
Sector 15 positions, I plugzed into the Cl5 position and assisted them by
ansvering telephone lines, making and taking handoffs, and coordinating as
necessary. A3 to the specific incident, I monitored the aircrafts

e transmissions and observed data on the radar that coinsided with information
i that the pilot of JL1628 reported. I coordinated with the ROCC on the BRAVO
'@Z and CHARLIE lines. They confirmed they also saw data in the same location.
§§ At approximately abeam CAWIN intersection, I no longer saw the data and the
& . pilot advised he no longer saw the traffic. I called the ROCC and they
@f advised they had lost the target., I then unplugged from the position and
?ﬂ‘ went on a bresak,
- !
i@k WP 9%

Jotr=<L. Aarnink

Air Traffic Control Specialist
Anchorage ARTCC

g
g -
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% (0214) .
E (0215)
% (0216)
B (0217)
% (0218)
. % (0219)
& E

0219:15 JL1628 Anchorage Centet Japan Air sixteen twventy eight ah

do you have any traffic ah seven o'clock above

0219:24 R/D1S Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy say again

0219:28 JL1628 Ah do you have any traffic in front of us

0219:32 R/D1S Japan Alr sixteen twerty eight heavy negative

0219:36: & JL.1623 Ah Japan Alr sixteen twenty eight roger and ah we

insight ah twvo traffic ah in front of us one mile
about

0219:49 R/D1S Japan Air sixteen twenty eight roger do you have ah

can you identify the aircraft

0219:58. © JL1628 Ah we are not sure but ah we have traffic in sight

nowvw

0220:04 R/D1S5 Japan Air sixtecr twenty eight heavy rogef paintain

visual contac® «ith your traffic and ah can you say
the alti’v?. of the traffic

0220:14 JL1628 Um at the same altitude sixteen twenty eight

¢ ———

0220:21 R/D15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight roger would you 1like

higher or lower altitude
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0220:27 JL1628 Ah no negative Japan Air sixteen twenty eight

(0221)

0221:19 R/D15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy sir 1if your

able to identify the type of alircraft ¢h and see 1if
you can tell whether its military or civilian

Ah Japan Air sixteen twenty eight we cannot identify

ah the type ah but ah we can see ah navigation E
lights and ah strobe lights ‘

0221:35 JL1628

8 ; |
§ .0221:48 R/D15 Roger sir say the color of the strobe and beacon
4 ' lights

B

0221:56  JL1628 The color is ah = vhite and yellow I think

& 0222:03 R/D1S | White and yellow thank you

f

f; 0222:09 R/D1S Jap;n Air sixteen twenty eight heavy say flight
gi- ' conditions

%}' 0222:11  JL1628 Ah pormal

E . |
3 B »
: 0222:12 R/D1S Roger sir do you have clouds ah above you or below

|
_' you :

!

0222: 16 901,11 528 Just ah ah same level

0222:23 R/D1S Japan Air sixteen twventy eight say again

0222:26  JL162B Ah same ah same level ah flight level three five

zero

0222:31 ‘ R/D15 Roger sir do you have clouds I say again do you have

clouds.above you or below you




0222:36

0222:41

0222:46
0222:48
0222:52

0222:55

0223:00

0223:05

0223:10

0223:13

0223:19

0223:26

0223:2

0223:37

JL1628

R/D15

JL1628

R/D15

JL1628

JL1628

R/D15

JL1628

R/D15

JL1628

R/D15

J.1628

ROCC

R/D15

Just ah now (unintelligible)'

~Japan Air sixteen twenty eight your garbled chang

to frequency one three three point ome

Ah confirm one three three one

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy affirmative

Thank you

Anchorage Center Japan Alr sixteen twenty eigh
flight level three five zero

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy roger and d
you have clouds above you or below you

below = belov us Japan Air sixteen twenty eight
Japan Air sixteen twenty eight roger

And nov the target ah traffic is ah extinguished a
Ve cannot see now

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight roger and I'm nc
receiving any rsdar replies

Ah negative

One dasgh two go ahead

Ya could you look ah approximately forty miles sou
of Fort Yukon there should be a code up there of o
five five zero can you tell me you see a prima
target about his position
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0223:51

(0224)
0224:09
0224:11
0124;13.
'5224:14‘
0224:17
0224:19

0224:21

0224:50
0224:53
0225:02

0225:12

. 0225:18

————— ———— A Wt | W AN S GO a4

ROCC

R/D15

ROCC

R/D15

ROCC

JL1628

R/D15

ROCC

R/D15

JL1628

R/D15

J11628

R/D15

Okay stand-by = = I'm going to expand out = = just a
wonent here = = one five five zero squawk huh

Affirmative

Let me take a look here

High altitude thirty f’ve thousard

Okay let me switch over to my other scope h@re
Japan Air sixteen twenty eight

Alright I'll see what ah 1'll call you right back
Okay R-F

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight do you still have ah
visual contact with the ah traffic

Affirmative ah 80 ve
(unintelligible)

radar contact ah

Jipan'Air sixteen tventy eight heavy roger sir I'nm
picking up a ah hit on the radar approximately five

miles in trail of your six o'clock position do you
concur . ;

Ah negative ah eleven o'clock ah eight miles ah sam
level over

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy roger
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0225:37

0225:39

0225:43

0225:50

0226:03

0226:13

0226:15

0226:18

0226:33

0226:35

0225:57

0226:25

ROCC

R/0O15

ROCC

R/D15

ROCC

R/D15

ROCC

R/D15

ROCC

R/D15

ROCC

R/D15

One dash two's on

Ya ah did you get another ah target up there by that
one five five zero code

Okay I've got your squawk it looks like I am getting

some surge primary return ah I don t know if it's
erroneous or whatever but

‘.v,' .
Negative uhuh it's not erroneous I want you to keep
a good track on there and if‘*you pick up a code and

verify that you do not have any aircraft operacing
in that area military

That is affirm we do not have anybody up there right
now ah can you give me thé position of the primary

‘your receiving

Okay I'm not I'm ah picking up a primary
approximately five zero miles south right up there
right in front of the ah one five five zero code

Okay I've got him his about

Eight miles in front of the one five five zero code
he's got traffic at the same altitude three five oh

Okay I've got him about his ah oh it 1looks 1like

about ah tem o'clock at about that range yes

Alright keep an eye on that and ah see if ah any
other military (unintelligible) in that area

Okay ah we'll look around here see what we can find
out

H-C
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0226:36
(0227)
0227:43

0227:45

0227Q49
0227:50
0227:52
10227:53
0227:58

0228:04

- 0228:09

0228:10

0227:48'

ROCC

ROCC
' n(n1s
“ROCC
n)nis
jnocc
R/D1S
ROCC
‘ R/D15

ROCC

R/D1S

ROCC

JL1628

R15

Okay R~-F

One dash two

Ya ah reference that ah (unintelligible)

Okay

That is unknown éo us

It is wvhat

It 1s ah unknown to us

It i an unknown okay we've lost contact with it now:

Okay were not working that aircraft (unintelligible)

'Okay I - I'm still not I we lost contact on him now

I don't see him at all
L

Okay

Okay R-F

(unintelligible )

Japan Air cixteen twenty eight heavy you're coming
in broken say again
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0230:23

Ry el

1
o,

0230:31

0230:49

0230:52

(0231)

0231:27
0231:36

0231:40

0231:47

0231:48°

0231:51

0231:53

-0231:58,

0230:56 -

JL1628

R15

JL1628

R15

JL1628

R15
APCH

R15

APCH

R15

APCH

R15

APCH

Request ah deviate ah ah from ah from object 'request

' heading two four zero

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight roger fly heading two
four zerg = = = Japan AlY sixﬁ:en twventy eight ah
heavy deviatious approved as necegsary for traffic

[y
It's ah quite big

LA
&

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy you're still
broken say again

f

It's ah I think ah very quite big ah plane

Approach sector fif - - approach fifteen request

Go ahead W

Let's see one two miles souzheast of the Alpha
(unintelligible) you'll see a code of one five five
zero at flight level three five zero

Ya

Are yoﬁ pickin up a primary target right with that
aircraft

You mean aside from the aircraft itself

Ya ya other than that one are you pickin up 2 ah it
a be primary ah he's probatly not squavking & code

Ah no it's the only target I sec there

47
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0232:00 R15

0232:03  APCH

0232:04 R15

0232:05  APCH

0232:07 JL1628

0232:25 BR15

0232:34 R15

e T

LRI

bt

Sf 0232:45 . JL1628

LR

0232:20 JL1628

0232:39 “JL1628"

k023241 s

b2, lae

Okay 1f you see a primary watch that fifteen fifty
code if you have time

Ya

If you see 2 primary with it keep your eje on it and
he should be at three five oh also

Alright very good we're watching
Japan Air sixteen twenty-eight ah request deccent

Japan Air sixteen tventy eight request three one
zero

Japan Alr sixteen twenty eight heavy understand

requesting flight level three one zero

Jap}n Alr sixteen tventy eight heavy youf
transmissions are broken say again

Flight level three one zero

‘Japan Air sixteen one er correction sixteen twenty

eight heavy descend at pilot discretion maintain
flight level three one zero

Leaving three five zero to three one zero

v

Japan Air_ sixteen twenty eight heavy do you still

have your traffic .

,Still ah coming ah &h right formation in ah

formation

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight understand

. — s A A s Y N e A A S @ we . ——
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(0234)

0234:38 R15

0234:42 JL1628

0234:52 R15

0234:56 JL1628

0235:02 R1S

0235:15  R15

0235:20 - JL1628
0235:24 D15
0235:i7 " APCH
0235:28 D15

0235:29  APCH

0235:30 D15

0235:38 APCH

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy say position of
your traffic :

Affirmative west of ah Fairbanks

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy understand your
traffic 18 over Fairbanks at this time

Affirmative = - ah request heading two ome zero

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight Theavy roger
deviations approved as necessary for traffic

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight say altitude of your
traffic

Ah ou ah sz ah same level
Approach center on the sixty one line

Approach
Eave you got a second

Sure go ahead

Alr one six two
Look at your radar We got a Japan
eight ah he's deviating he's about ah five miles
north of Fairbanks y-0-R squawking one five five

zero

Uh huh
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0235:39

0235:42
0235:43

0235:44

0235:49
0235:50
(0236)

0236:12

0236:18

0236:24

0236:37

0236:47

(0237)

720237212

e —— . — - ———

D15

RIS

D15

APCH

D15

APCH

JL1626

R15

JL1628

R15

JL1628

D15

-

Do you have any traffic with him he sees traffic he
vas deviating

I already asked approach
Oh he's already asked you I guess huh

Ah - ya no ve don't I don't see anything there aside
from his ah his target

Okay thank you S-R

Unintelligible

Ah Anchorage Center Japan Air one six two eight
request direct ah Talkeetna

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy cleared dirert

Talkeetna and in ah advise me of your position of
your traffic

Ah same po same position

Japan Air sixtesn twenty eight heavy ah gir I'm
gonna request you to make a right turn three six
zero degrees three hundred and sixty degree turn and
advise me wvhat your traffic does then

Right turn three sixty

Anchorage Center
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0237:13

0237:18

0237:19

0237:2

0237:23

0237:55
0237:27
.0237:29
Q237:30
02;7:32
0237:33

0237:55

0238:00

0238:54

0238:57

ROCC

‘D15

ROCC

D15

ROCC

D15
ROCC
D15 -
ROCC.
D15
ROCC

R15

JL1628

BR15

JL1628

.. R
Ya one dash two are you stil;‘yorging the one five
five zero squawk s

One five 2h

Ya he's the -ne that had somebody in front of him
level

Yes

Okay we have no we have confirmed we have npo
military aircraft working up there

Okay thank you very much
Does he still have tally on the aircraft out there

You have no traffic at all

That's correct does he still have somebody visual

" He says he does

Oh okay thank you

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy sir does your
traffic appear to be staying with you

.

(unintelligible) just looking

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight sgir do you still have
the traffic

Ah (unintelligible) distinguished
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0239:01 R15 ‘ Japan Air sixteen twenty eight say again ﬁ:

: 0239:04  JL1628 It ah disappeared Japan Air sixteea twenty eight %%
' ' 0y
n 0239:57 D15 Anchorage Center g@
4y '}2
5
”} 0239:58 - ROCC Ya this 1t one dash two again on some other ,%ﬁ
5 equipment here we have confirmed there is a flight %ﬁ
size of tvo around your one five five zero squavk %ﬂf

one primary return only %ﬁ

%

b

0240:05| D15 : Okay where is is he following him =}£

; (%

0240:07 ROCC It looks like he is yes i

i

0240:10 R1S Japan Air sfiteen twenty eight heavy roger at your ﬁ

discretion proceed direct Talkeetna Jay one tvo five ;\

Anchorage vﬁl

i

. %?

0240:15 = JL1628 (unintelligible) 51

B 1|

0240:23 R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty elight roger sir the B

At
A
=2drst

A
e
et

military radar advises they do have a primary target
in trail of you at this time

Ay A
b

4550

- 4

0240:24 D15 Okay do you have anybody you can scramble up there ?Z
. g%

0240:30.. . ROCCH+ % I'1l tell you what we're gunna talk to your liasion Qﬂ
‘sir about that fo

. 1

0240:32 JL1628 Ah say again Japan Air sixteen twenty eight %
18

0240:35 R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy military radar ¥

s

G A

advises they are picking up 4ntermittent primary
target behind you in-trail ic-trail I say again

0240:47. JL1628 (unintelligible)
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0240:46  ROCC Where is this search return at right behind him or

vhere
0240:50 D15 Say igain
: ' .

0240:51 RCCC Ah I'm gonna talk to my other radar man here has
gotta he's got some other equipment watching this
aircraft :

0240:54 D15 Okay

.0240:55 ROCC Okay we're gonna call the military desk on this

0240:57  D1S Okay thaok you

0240:58 ROCC Okay R~F

(There was an overlap of transmissions during this time frame)

0240:10 R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight Anchorage request
0240:12 JL1628 Go ahead
02403213 " RY5 Roger sir would you like our military to scramtle on

the traffic
0240:17 JL1628 Negative negative ' <

0240:26 R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty e¢ight heavy sir we do have

military ah at Eilson forty miles away I can put exm
up and let em check the traffic for you

0240:34  JL1628 Roger

0240:35 RiS Japan Air sixteen twenty eight roger would you like

us to do that
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0240:44  TOTEM Anchorage Center you have Totem seven one up here ah
ve might be able to get close to him

0240:48 R1S5 Japan Air sixteen twventy eight you were broken say
again

0240:55 JL1628 Ah say again Japan Air sixteen twenty eight

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight your transmission wes
broken sir we do have wmilitary aircraft in your

vicinity that we can ah check on the ah traffic wvith'
you ]

10240:59 RIS

(0241) !

0241:07 JL1628 Ah (unintelligible) sixteen twenty eight no radar

traffic above

-0241:49  ROCC "One two's on |

0241:51 .rlS Roger vhere's that ah are you still painting a

primary ah by that Japan Airlines flight squavking
fifteen fifty

0241:56 ROCC Okay let me look at my other

0241:59 D15 ‘ Can.you tell where's the position of it

0242:00 ROCC Okay standby

0242:04 JL1628 : Anchorage Center Japan Air sixteen twenty eight
confirm direct to Talkeetna three one zero

!
Japan Air sixteen twenty -eight heavy affirmative
direct Talkeetna and descend at pilot's discretion
maintain flight level two five zero

0242:09 R15




0242:16 JL1628 Ah pilot's discretioc two _tive‘ zero Japan Air
sixteen twenty eight

0242:24 ROCC It looks like he he ah offset left and then possibly
fell back in-trail however I can't sez him now I
can't pick him out

Nt ?

S 0242:29 D15 Okay thaok you very much S-R
- z ::f’.f ; :
3 0242:31 ROCC - R-F
0242:35 _J11628v Ah we have = Anchorage Center Japan Air one six two

eight ah we have in sight same position over

0242:42 R1S Japan Air sixteen twenty eight understnnd in sight

in same position

>y - ————

(0243)

(0244)

0244:07 R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eight sir do you still have

the traffic
0244:12  JL1628 Ah say again please

4

0244:13 R15 Japan Air sixteen twenty eigﬁt heavy do you still

have the traffic »
0244:17  JL1628 Ah affirmative ah nine o'clock ah ah
0244:39 R1S United sixty nine Anchorage request

0244:41  UA6Y Ah go ahead United sixty nine heavy




.0266:43 R15

0245:04  UAS9

0245:10 R15

0245:16  UA69

0245:24 R15

- 0245:46  UA69

0245:49 R15

0246:06  UA69

0246:12 R15

50246:22  UA69

A
1'327"[ H
£ ‘»”&r J.,,;"!;}-Q' b

United sixty nine heavy sir I've got a Japan Air i
seven forty seven presently in your eleven o'clock

position and one hundred and one correction one one
zero milez and he has traffic (unintelligible) I'll
keep you advised ah when you're closer to him I want

you to see if you seec anything with him

Okay fine ah we'll look for ya

United sixty nine heavy sir if you can I would 1likc:

to identify the ah type of aircraft vhen you go b
him i

’

Okay you got some background ah noise so you yor
vant us to identify the trailing aircraft i{f we can

United sixty nine heavy affirmative

Say again the location of the traffic for Unite :
sixty nine

United sixty nine heavy in your eleven o'cloc
position one zero zero miles southbound is a Japa
Air seven forty seven he is at flight level thre
one zero says he has traffic at his nine o'cloc
position same altitude '

We'll be looking that's ah ah can't see anything yet

Roger sir he's ah way up to ah to the ‘north cf yc
vith your concurrence I'm gonna put you on a vecte
and take you ah closer to him ah so when you pa:
you'll be within five miles of each other

Okay you're uh something wrong with your transmitt(
or something but ah I tkink your talking to Unite
gixty nine
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024€:34

0246:46

0246:48
024€:54

0246:59

0247:06

0247:09

0247:10
(0248)

0248:11

0248:13

0248:16

0248:19

R15

UA69

R15
JL1628
B15
JL1628
R15

UA69

UA69

R15
UA69

R15

United sixty nine heavy that is affirmative sir I'm
gonna take you on a vector closer to the Japan Alr
he'll still be at flight level three one ze.o and
I'm gonna keep you at flight laovel two nine zero as
long as you can stay up with your approval

That'll be fine

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy maintain flight
level three one zero

]

Japan Air one six "two eight (unintelligible)
maintain three one zero

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight roger I'm gonna have
a United aircraft get close to you and take a look
ah to see if he can identify your traffic

Thank you

United sixty nine heavy turn ten degrees left radar
vectors ah to see traffic

Left United sixty nine

Ah say again the traffic (unintelligible)

.

Aircraft callingz Anchorage Center with traffic say
again

United sixty nine can you point the traffic out
again please

United sixty niﬁe heavy affirmative the ah Japan Adr

is in your eleven o'clock position and five zero
miles southbound
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1 0249:

0248:28

0248:31

0248:34

C248:52

(0249)

0249:32

0249:39

0259:45

S TG I

0249:47

UAS9

R15

JL1628 -

R15

UA6S.

R15

R — UL

St i L

ik

A Rdedegtl

Ukeall s

~ 0250400

0250:05

0250:07

0250:14

g

e i

~UA69

UA69

R15

UA69

Ah roger thank you

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy say the
position of your traffic

Ah now ah ah moving to ah around ten mile now ah ah
position ah seven ah eight o'clock ten mile

Japan Air sixteen seventy eight heavy roger

Ask that Japan Airliner to ah turn on his lights and

turn it off for United sixty nine would ya

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy ah flash your
ah landirg lights on and off please

Do now Japan Air sixteen twenty eight

Okiy ve've got the ah Japan Airlines airplane this
is United sixty nine

United sixty nine heavy roger the Japan Air says the
traffic-1s in his seven to. eight o'clock position
and one zero miles in-trail

- Okay we're lookin

Why don't you get us a little closer

United sixty nine heavy roger another additional ten
degrees left

Roger Uznited sixty nine
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0250:35
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0250:46

0250:52

(0251)

0251:02

0251:06

0251:32

W 0251:49

(0252)

i 0252:03

UA69

R15

JL1628

R15

JL1628

UAS9

R15

UA69

R15

UA69

United sixty nine heavy we've got the Japan Airliner
insight 1 don't see anybody eround him ah he's at
his seven to eight o'clock position huh

United sixty nine that's what he says Japan Air

sixteen twenty eight heavy say the position of your
traffic now

Ah now distinguiskicg but ah =ah ydur I guess ah
twvelve o'clock below ah yoy over

Japan Air sgixteer twenty eight heavy say again
you're broken

Just ahead of ah United ah (unintelligible)

Ah Center from United ah sixty nine ah the ah Japan
Adrliner is silhouetted against a ash light sky I
don't see anybody around him at all I can see his
contrail but I sure don't see any other airplanes do
you see him

United sixty nine heavy ah negative sir we got Jjust
a very few primary hits on the ah target and then ah
we really haven't got a good track on him ever

.

Yeah we'd like to start down now Urited sixty nine

United sixty nine heavy cleared direct Fairbanks
descend at pilot discretion malntain one zero
thousand Fairbanks altimeter three zero two two

Cowvn to one zero thousand direct to Fai:-banks United
sixty nine



% 0252:18 R15
0252:28 - R15 -
TOTEM

RIS

.TOTEX

R15

JL1628

R15

JL1628

R15

K15

And United sixty nine heavy I thank you for your
help

Totem seven one contact Anchorage Center one one '
eight point two

If you want we've got extra gas we could bop up
another five or six thousand feet and turn around

Totem sgeven one ah roger sgir 1f you'd 1like ah
standby - = - - Totem seven one turn ah right
heading two five correction turn right heading two
seven zero radar vectors to intercept

TIvo seven zero you want us to go up five or six
thousand '

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy descend at
pilot discretion maintain flight level two five zero

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight ah pilot's discretion
maintain ah ah two five zero so ah ah I cannot I
couldn't see ah U-F-0 over

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy understand you
do not see the traffic any longer

Affirmative

Roger sir I've got a military C one ah thirty thst's
gonna go over and take a look at it

Toter seven one sir the miiitary seven forty seven
on completion of your turn will be in your two
o'clock position three zero miles southtound at ah
flight level three one zero

cN



(0254)

S 0254306

: 0254:09

A 0254:32

M. R 0254337

(0255)

+0255:18

V¥ 0255325
0255:27
: 0255:31

BgF 0255:35

5 0254134
! »

TOTEX
R1S
o
xls‘

TOTEM

R15

TOTEM

BR15

R15

TOTEM

R15

(unintelligible)

Okay sir we're searching this time we think we have
him -

Japan Air sgixteen twenty eight heavy flash your
landing lights please

And Center Totem seven one would like to climb to
two four zero

Totem seven one climb and maintain flight level two
four zero \

Out of two one zero for two four zero Totem seven
one

Totem seven one the seven forty seven is now two
o'clock one five miles southtound three one zero

Ah yes sir we've got him insight
Toten seven one understand you do have him insight

.

Totem seven one do you see any traffic in his
vicinity

Not flashing any lights at this time sir

Totem seven one deviations approved as ah necessary
to ah take a look

61



’hf R SRS R S AR R S S R ST

(e

4

VAR S

AR

(0256)

0256:02

0256:04

0256:10
0256:13

0256:17

0256:22

0256:28

0256:40

(0257)

0257:13

0257:18

(0258)

(0259)

TOTEY

R15

TOTEM

TOTEM

JL1628

R15

JL1628

R15

JL1628

Okay sir Totem seven one wilco

And Totem seven one gir after your ah the seven

forty seven goes by you ah your discretion direct
Eilson

Okay that would be Elmendorf sir but ah understand
direct

Totem seven one that's my correction sir be direct
Elmendorf your discretion

Roger sir

Anchorage Center Japan Air one six two eight leaving
ah three one zero for ah two five zero now

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy roger and
traffic in your eleven o'clock ah correction your
ten o'clock position five miles westbound 1s a
military C one thirty flight level two four zero

Roger

Japan Air sixteen twenty eight heavy contact
Anchorage Center one one eight point two °

Eight point two good day

End of Tramscript
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JAN 6 1387

The following is a chronological summary of the alleged aircraft
sightings by Japan Airlines Flight 1628, on November 18, 1986:

All tiwes listed are approximate UIC unless otherwvise specified. :

0219 = The pilot of JL1628 requested traffic information from the ZAN Sector

15 controller, When the controller advised there was no traffic in
the vicinity, JL1628 responded that they had same direction traffic,
approximately 1 mile in front, and it appeared to be at their

altitude. When queried about any identifiable markings, the pilot
responded that they could only see white and yellow strobes.

0225 = JL1628 informed ZAN that the traffic was now visible on their radar,

in their 11 o'clock positicn at 8 miles.

* 0226 - ZAN contacted the Military Rzgiohal Operations Control Center, (ROCC),
and asked if they were receiving any radar returns near the porition
of JL1628. The ZAN controller advised that he had a primary target in
the aircraft's 11 o'clcck position eight miles. The ROCC advised that

they were receiving a primary radar return in JL1628's 10 o'clock
position same range (eight miles).

0227 - The ROCC contacted ZAN to advise they were no longer receiving any

radar returns in the vicinity of JL1628.

0231 = JL1628 advised that the "plane” was "quite big”, at which time the ZAX
PR A . . controller approved any course deviations needed to avoid the traffic.

i"% 0232 = J1L1628 requested and received a descent from FL350 to FL310., When

A asked if the traffic was descending also, the pilot stated it was
i descending "in formation®.

© 4. 0235 = JL1628 requested and received a heading change to two one zero. The

. aircraft was nov in tha vicinity of Fairbanks and ZAN contacted
. . Fairbanks Approach Control asking if they had any radar returns near
A . JL1628's pcsition., The Fairbanks Controller advised they did not.

0236 = JL1628 wvas issued a 360 degree turn and asked to inform ZAN 4f the
s traffic stayed vith then,

 §.". 0238 = The ROCC called ZAN advising they had confirmed a ’flighﬁ of two™ in
@ <2 JL1628"s sposditiec. They advised they had some “other equipaent
Al_ . . watching this™, and one wvas a primary target only.

? 0239 = JL1628 told ZAN they no longer hid the traffic in sight.

“ * 0242 = The ROCC advised it looked as though the traffic had dropped back and
ﬁ; to the left of JL1628, however, they were no longer tracking it.

Q? 0244 - JL1628 advised the traffic was now at 9 o'clock

g

M. 0245 -

ZAN 1ssued a 10 degree turn to a northbound United Airlines flight,
. after pilot concurrence, in an attempt to confirm the traffic.

4

0248 = JL1628 told ZAX the traffic vas nov at 7 o'clock, 8 miles.




JAN 6 16T

0250 = The northbound United Flight advised they had the Japan Airlines

"flight in sight, against a light background, and could not see any
"other traffic.

0253 = JL1628 advised they no longer had contact with the traffic.

Pk TR . L

A subsequent reviev of ANC ARTCC's radar tracking data failed to confirm any
targets in close proximity to JL1628.

Theose portions were revised from the original summary, following
further reviev of the -voice recordings. ¢ ' K.
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JL1628, .HB747, .BIKF - _ANC reported traffic at his. altitude (FL350)

one mile~with™”a white and yel’lorw strobe.""'m ROC & EDP ROCC notifed.
No.known traffic_ldentified. s

JL1628's traffic lapparently pacirg visually. '—JZAN and ROCC have f:;-u"

intermittent non “radar contact'with the unknown ta.rget:—Notified e
ANC Customs. «_._*}

. --w--f—

JL1628 has lost visual contact of t.he unknown target. e

- . f't
. .. e ‘

EDF ROCC ‘lost radar contact vith urﬂcnown at a ‘l o clock position a7
of .JL1628. A o LR ’

JL1628 OG ANC parking at mn. term:\.nal 14 - :
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SIMOLATIOY #2

!2 1Is the plotted posit_i,Bn% of JL1628 at 0232Z. The Jﬁ1628 flight was in

descent. The pilot stated the other object was descending in formation:
Vith him. ‘i“ -‘ : “ 1
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Director, AAL-l
Administrator

_ At 6:19 pm AST, JAL #1628 Cargo,’
B747, PL350 enroute to Tokyo via Reykjavik, Iceland, and
Anchorage, reported observing lighted air traffic, in close
‘proximity. Plight crew unable to determine shape but
est. size, based on flashing yellow, amber, green, lights (no
red lights) to be equal to B747. ARTCC ‘controller advised
him that there was no known air traffic, but did report

intermittent radar targets. . (Subsequent regeneration of
radar tapes revealed rno valid traffic data.)

Alr crew sighting continued for over 350 miles until object
left in eastern direction. Pilot also was able to view object
using onboard color radar. US Air Force, Elmendorf AFB,
reported having the JJ_ aand an occasional primary target on
ADC radar (military informing media that it was
"clutter”). JAL pilot requested and performed 360-degree turn
and object continued with him. UAL 469 and military C-130,

volunteered to be vectored in attempt for visual sighting,
both with negative reports.

~JAL flight cfew interviewed by PAA upon lanhing. Crew

determined to be professional, rational. We have been
coordinating with the military.

National and international news media inquiries mounting
after inquiry by Kyodo News Service.

Do 1

Pranklin L. Cunningham
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Returns Did It

\n the vicinity of the JAL jet were actual'ly
“sphit-radar returns ‘=shadows of the
plane 3 prmary echo.

The conclus'an was bolsterad, says Mr.
Steeke, by a repeat of 4 United Airkines
piot whoe, a1 the mequest of Anchorige
hight contralers, flew near the paith of tiee
JAL ;0 3t the time of the mysteriouws ras
dar readings. He saw ro other nreralt,

The FAA normully doesn’t get inta el
ther the UFO or the publishing business.
But it investigated this incident bes ause an
aireraft mught hase ventursd anreportied
into the urspare of the JAL curye cirner,
whirh was en route from leelund to An-
churige, Mr, Steurke says.

A Pilot's View

And though the 1gency rmutinely makes
certaln reports wvatable, 1t his teen us 1S
mysiilied by the demind for 1S ety doce
uments s some peuple are by the sivhung
\sell. But the graphic tesiimony of Kenju
Terauchi, the JAL pilot who reported the
sight:ng. pmbihly hasn’t hurt sules,

He 1rid the FAA immediate |, after the
incident that he had been [nllowed by two
strinds of ights, pulsating with amber
gloas, d 4 huge crafl that appeared 10
be 2 nysther ship.”” He later siud the large
UFU w s the size nf (W batt!=shi;s™ and
appeared L0 be made by “auery fgh tevh:
nuh;gy and Intetligenee,”
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FAA epokesman Peul Steucke weits as nponm recd his sgency's ﬂr;dlngs about the JAL pllot's sig

Anchorage Daty News/Mchae! Penn
hting of a UFO.

FAA has no conclusion about UFO

By HAL BERNTON
Daty News reporter

The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion Thursday released the results of its
Investigation of the celebrated Nov. 17
sighting of UFOs by a Japanese Air
Lines crew. There was {irst-person tes-
timony from the JAL crew members,
statements from controllers and reams
of radar data. Everything but a conclu-
sion. :

- “The FAA does not have enough
material to say that something was
there,”" sald Paul Steucke, an agency
spokesman. “We are accepting the de-
scriptions of the crew but are unable to

support what they saw.””

The FAA originally sald radar data
confirmed a UFO sighting In the area.
But after a lengthy review of tapes, the
agency determined that three control-
lers on duty that day were mistaken —
the radar did not pick up an object.

However, reporters who flocked to
the press conference from as far away
as Japan and Philadelphia did not go
away mpty-handed. Each received a
free copy of the FAA's anthology of the
event, a thick.packet of documents,
tapes and radar photographs. And also
rews of & new mystery to puzzle.

The FAA disclosed another UFO
sighting on the evenlng of Jan. 29 by

the rrew af an Alacba Alellaan wla--

flylng over McGrath. As twe pilots
examined a weather radar, they noticed
a “target' out in front of them.

“Up at our altitude, (35,000 feet) ...
you haven't had any UFO reporis
lately?"" one of the pilots radioed the
FAA controller.

The crew reported the target quickly
moved off their radar screen at an
estimated speed of 300 miles a minute.
They reset their screen from a 50-mile
to a 100-mile radius. They briefly spied
the turget again. Then {t became lost in
the radar clutter created by the Alaska
Range. The crew never saw the UFO

Qaa Ranl Dona tirA
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.UFO: FAA releases reams‘, of data from investigation,

Continued trom Page A-1 ]

excepl on radar.

The FAA did not bave
ground radar coverage in the
McGrath area, so there was
no way to coufirm the plane's,
sighting. Agency officlals in-
terviewed crmw members af-
ter they lancd.d, but formed
po opinton about the Alaska
Adrlines sighting.

FAA officials Thursday
had more to say about the
Nov. 17 reported sighting of
two small UFOs and an enor-
mous “mothership.” The JAL
pilot's initial report app2ared
{0 be partially confirmed by
three ground controllers, who
sa® In statements released at
the press conference they’
thought they plicked up one of

A

There was no danger, but {t
crested many questions that a
human belng cannot answer."

Terauch! sald he first saw

two spaceships that bovered :

almost stationary, then rapid:
ly pulsed across the sky.
*Most unexpectedly, two
spaceships stopped in {ront of

our face, shooting off lights. .
The inside cockpit shined

“raffic control

the UFOs on FAA rada r.

But also on Thursd: ay, the
FAA released a formal review
of the controller rada r tapes
by New Jersey-based agency
technicians that conclu ded the
controllers mistakenly 7 inter-
preted a splil-image of the
JAL plane as a second object.

‘1t {s unfortvuinate,’’
Steucke said, that t'be split
image appeared “just when s
pilot was reporting! seeicg
something outsicle his air-
craft.” :

Steucke said thie FAA
launched its three-mionth ex-
amination of the Nlovember
sighting to malce sare some
strange alrcraff; wa'in't men-
acing the safety o:l the air
ysteem. Since
the radar didm't pilck up a
second alrcraft, the FAA pow

but comes to no conclusion about pilot’s sighting

considers the =ir tralfic sys-
tem eofz und the case closed.

“‘We are pot in the UFO
business and don't intend to
be,'’ Steucke said.

Does that meen the FAA
doesn't believe the reportis of
the sightings from the JAL
crew?. Not at all. ""As {ar as
we know, the whole crew are
people of integrity and did
report what they saw accu-
rately,” Steucke said.

Kenju Terauchi, the pilot
of the JAL plane, describes
the sightings in almost mysti-
cal terms in a December re-
port titled “Meeting the Fu-
ture' tc JAL management.

“Once upon a time if a
bunter saw a TV, bow did he
describe it to other people?
My experience was simlilar to
this,” be began his tale, *...

lines plane to check out the
sighting.

In an interview with FAA
officials, Terauchl said the
Nov. 17 incident was tbe third
UFO sighting of his 20-year
carecr as a pllot. A fourth
sighting Terauchi reported in
January he later dismissed as
the lights of a town reflected
in the clouds by an alr inver-

brightly and I felt warm ne’ sion.

the face,” Terauchl wrote in
his report to JAL officials.

Later, as the JAL planes
flew over Falrbanks, Terau-
chi reported a third UFOY a
huge spaceship the size of two
battleships. He sald the space-
ship followed the JAL plane
south of Falirbapks, then

abruptly disappeared as con-
trollers directed a United Alr-

\

Co-pllot Takanori Tamefuji
and engineer Yoshio Tsukuba
said the November sighting
/a3 thelr {irst, Both, In inter-
views with FAA offlcials,
confirmed parts of Terauchi's
account.

Tsukuba, the flight engi-
peer, suid he saw-°trange
white and. amber-colored
lights that glowed with a

el il

strunge intensity that *I can-
pol describe ... pot even in
Japanese.'’

But in two interviews with
FAA officials, be said be
didn't know whether the ob-
tects were UFOs. “Whben 1
was intervviewed here the first
time by F.AA personnel,” Tsu-
kuba s2id in his second inter-
view, *'] was pot sure whether
the object was a UFO or not.
My mind bas bpot changed
sipce then.”

Tamefujl said be spotted

the {irst series of lights about

the same time as the captain,
and that they followed the
plane. ‘But be said be could
pot make out the large object
spotted ovexYFalrbanks be .

cause it followed on Terau-

chi's side of the plane.
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Al Anchorsge sicport Terauch] demonstratss how » plant object maneuvered Lo fly in formation with his plane.

N LR

JANUARY 26, 1967

- P , “ .' .
y .:*JI “yo.o..»iﬂr‘r’)‘, %’Rﬂ b o
A SEay N
R P

e T e AT 343

4 SR
257
143
,h‘“
%'ﬁzgﬁ'{mm o s
™ ] -,,, X A “’\‘.}":':\ . o
A ,"&“&'. 5 o e '
ANt £ B o W SRR
-+ - ) ‘«..“m;ﬁy, LY B u_fw'«'f:dfﬁ' “ iy S
$ B I LEs e Y TR ‘M ’d-"‘ ',‘ : ,"___ R o Wﬁb”[g}i{ A ]
R R R S e s e el

P i oy e L T
e o o

Lt s
“‘:‘ Jf’,il.v_:.- _
s .M,,v.’ilﬁaf- PHHRR
AT f\’% i
O M&_ ".A\,; I‘;}s -‘3.-{'{‘3‘, L
S R

& -
ALy o A ALY 23
P TR PO 3
ATy '{gfg‘,w AT T v |
SRk T

3

e THROUGH THE ALASKAN DARKNESS
oo JKENJU TERAUCHI, A 747 PILOT, IS
o PURSUED BY AUFO—OR SO HE CLAIMS

PRI SRIE Sy SEaY Y S NSO

As the Japan Alr.kines 747-cargo Jet
winged through the night skies over :
northern Alaska last Nov. 17 there was
no hint of anything-out-ofthe-ordinary, '
For the three-man cockpil crew of
flight 1628, the leg from Raykjavik to
Anchorage was a rouline mllk run,
though the hold was brimming with
cas~s of Beaujolais for the Japanese
market. Then around 6 p.m., with the
plane “rulsing smoothly at 35,000 feet,
Capt.Kerju Terauchl, 47, sighted two
columns of light" plercing the darkness
about amille ahead end some 30 de-
grees 1o hisleft. 'l thought It might be a
military aircraft,” he recalls, "'so I ra-
dioed Anchorage flight control 10 ask,
‘Is there another plane near here?' An-
chorage replied, ‘The only traffic
Isyou.""

Asfor the pllot's account of the bl-
zarre events thal lollowed, Steven
Spielberg could hardly have scripted It
belter, “Suddenly the lights came 1o
within 500 to 1,000 feet of the plane,"”
says Terauchi, who saw ""two dark cyl-

s

74

~‘Inders with row after row of spinning
amber lights, one row spinning in one .
direction, the next in the opposite.”
These were no ordinary lights—"They
were incredibly bright but castno
shadow,” he Insists. | was sure |t
wasn'tanother plane; it moved 80
quickly thatlrealized It was not some-
thing human but had 1o do with very
high technology, very high intelligence.
Ithought It might be a UFO."

A JAL flier with 19 years experlence,
Terauchl was astonished al the spec-
tacle, yet says he felt no fear. The twin
cylinders ““flew In formation, and | real-
Ized they had better control of their
craftthan | did, so there was no fear of
collision.” He watched mesmeilzed for
three to five minutes as the UFO sped
shead and disappeared. Inits place
the'pilot saw two white, fluorescent-
likedights perhaps‘eight miles away,
He flipped on his weather radar and
got & faint blip on his screen. Gradually
Terauchi's 747 overtook the apparition
and, against the glow of Fairbanks' city

Pholograph by Rob Stapleton

lights far below, he glimpsed a star-
tling silhouetie—a glant ball “the slze
of two alrcraft carriers' with protrud-
Ing lights and a light band through the
middle,

Since Anchorage alr controllers had
registered « : adar target near flight
1628, they called for a backup radar
check from the reglonal military con-
trol center, The U.S. Air Force control-
lers reported seeing a blip similar 1o
Terauchl's, but called back a minute
later to say the signal was gone. Te-
rauchinevertheless received permis-
slonto make any course changes
“needed to avold the trallic,” As the
747 flew 8 360-degree turn, says Te-
rauchl, the UFO "foliowed along In the
same beautiful formation.” Finally, at
6:53, all sightings ceased, and flight
1628 proceeded to land In Anchorage
without further incident,

Officials from the Federal Aviation
Administration’'s Anchorage office and
JAL promptly launched aninvestiga-
tion. Far from providing a reassuring

: CONTINUED
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" explanation, tha probe has served only

tu deepenthe mystery.

The customary explanations of sup-
posed UFO sightings—special climatic
condltions, refraction orreflection of
lght from another source—have all
been sugQested but none seems ap-
propriate. What about the radar
signals? The Alr Force can't vouch for
what Terauchl saw on his weather ra-
dar and now attributes Its own brie!
blip to “electronic clutter,” possibly a
radar echo.

More Intriguing Is what Terc.uchl's
crew, copllot Takanori Tameluji and
flight engineer Yoshlo Tsukuda, saw or
didn'tsee. Both sighted a paculiar light
tracking thelr plane, but nelther wit-
nessed the closer encounters with the
UFO. The pllot's suggestion that his
crew was 100 busy with flight duties
se6ms curious and, stillmore perplex-
Ing,news reports suggest there was
minimal cockplt chatter of the “What-
was-that?" variety, ;

The FAA has discounted the possi-
bility that Terauchi might have halluci-
nated the whole experience due to fa-
tigue or the Influence of drugs. And no

"one has accused the crew of taking II-
licit sips from the cargo. Althoughthe

crew was not tested, the FAA solemnly
reported that *‘crew members were
notinfluenced by drugs or alcohol."

Iltimately the tssue hinges on the
credibllity of Captain Terauchl, a one-
time Japan Alr Self Defense fighter
jock and a pliot with an impeccable
record, No one could suggest areason
why he might want to Invent a cocka-
mamie yarn and risk professional ridi-
cule, Terauchl contends that other pl-
lots have seen things In the skies but
don'treport them because doing so is
bad for one's career,

To dale the FAA takes the poslition
that while Terauchlis a responsible pl
lot, there ts scant evidence 1o corrobo-
rate his strange sighting, But the cap-
tain s not done with UFOs. Just last
woek, {lying a similar cargo misslon
from Europe to Anchorage, he said it
happened again, **Please record this,"”
he radioed alr tratfic control excltedly,
lapsing partly Into Japanese. "“irregular
lights, looks like a space ship.” This
time there were no unexplained radar
contacts, though Terauchli's cockplt
companions (a dilferent crew from
flignt 1628's) again were uncertain as
to what, It anything, had happened. The
FAA will investigate, Walch this space.
—Written by Dan Chu, reporied by
Nancy Faber :
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JAL pilot
sees lights
in the sky

Object doesn’t show
on military, FAA radar

By DON HUNTER
Daily News reporier

For the second time in two
months, a Japan Alr Lines
pllot has repcrtad seelng an
unknown object flying near
his airplane over barren inte
rior Alaska,

Capt, Kenjyu Terauch! re
ported the second sighting at
about 7:3C a.m. Sunday mom-
ing, as he, a co-pllot and a

* flight ergineer flew at about

37,000 feet, said Paul Steucke,
2 spokesman for the Federal
Aviation Administration. As
on the night of Terauchi's
first report in November, he
was flylng cargo in a Boelng
747 {rom London to a refuel-
ing stop in Ancherage.

There are more -dif{ferences
than similarities between the
two reports, however,

Unlike last time, the lights
Terauchi saw Sunday mormn-
ing did pot show up on mili.
tary or FAA radar screens.
The pllot himsel! told FAA
Investigators there was ‘'po
simllarity" between the flash-
Ing amber and white lights he

" saw Sunday and the massive
flylng object that Terauchl
reported tralled his alrcraft
for bundreds of miles on Nov.
17, Steucke zaid,

As on the first sighting,
Terauchi was accompanied by
a co-pllot and a flight engi-
neer. They were not the same

' crew members, Steucke zaid.

Steucke sald the cargo

plane’s co-pllot was flying the -
© plane at the time of the sight-

ing Sunday momning. The co-
pllot reported seeing the
lights, but did not v_vntcb

hneen e Vo e ™. ...

1

alrcraft's flight engineer, who
sits farther back in the cock-
pit, “indicated he was uncer-
tain whether he saw any
lights at all,"" Steucke said. -

"We aczed him point-blank
if this was like the Nov. 17
sighting and he said, ‘no, no,

849 Back Page, SIQHTING

SIGHTING:

| Continued trom Page A-1 |

there's no similarity between
the two,' " Stevcke sald.

Terauchl reported seelng
the lights twice Sunday morn-
ing, once for a period of about
20 minutes and once for about
10 minutes. In both cases, he
sald the lights approached
from the {ront of the 747,
went underneath the aircraft
and reappeared behind it,
Steucke sald.

Terauchi radioed word of
the sighting to an air traffic
controller In Anchorage.

“His statement to the con-
troller was ‘irregular lights,
looks like a spaceship,’"
Steucke sald.

Controllers and thelr super-
visors immealately checked
radar screens ‘'to see if there
were any objects around the
JAL alrcraft,'”" Steucke sald.
**There wete none, and that
was confirmed' by military
radar, be sald,

Steucke said FAA officials
and experienced pilots specu-
late that Sunday's sighting
could have been caused by.a
weather phenomenon called
“bounce light cffect.”

Both times Terauch! report-
ed seeing the lights Sunday,
the airplane was flying over
villages, Steucke sald.

*“The ground temperature
in the area was about minus-
23 and there was a tempera-
ture inversion at 23,50C feet,”
he said. “Temperature inver-
sions In cold climates, with
fce crystals, have been known

74
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Lights in sky

to create a bounce light ef-
{oct.”

Light from the wvillages
could have reflected off ice
crystals in the {nversion and
appeared to be hovering in
mid-alr, Bteucke sald, As the
plane approached and passed
over tbe villages, the reflect.
ed light would have wppeared
to go under the alrcraft and
reappeared behind it, as Ter-
auchi described the lighty he
saw Sunday, Steucke said.

Steucke said the bounce-
light theory is only specula-
tion, not an agency finding.
**Those of us involved in this
tslked about it,” be said.
“People who are experienced
at flying mentioned that it is

not an {nfrequent occur-’

rence.”’

ported that two brightly Lt
objects and a much larger
third object — roughly twice
the size of an sircraft carrier
— trailed the JAL plane for
more than 300 miles as. it
crossed into Alaska from Ice-
land.

Terauchi sald the objectc
changed altitude whh him
and paced the jet for nearly
an hour. In Anchorage, alr
tra{fic controllers monitoring
the JAL plane's progress saw
what appeared to be the radar
tracks of another {lying ob-
ject in the air space near
Terauckl's plane.

Both incidents are under
investigation, Steucke said.

Terauchi could  not be
reached for comment Sunday.

On Nov. 17, Terauchl re- -
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@{mtroller says unknown image tracked on radar f

205e seemed to be followmg JAL cargo plane that reported sighting of UFO

*‘)wamnon .
@mwwropaw

* iree alr tratfic controllers

(L\..:hd on radar an image
r%ﬂ tsemed to be following
%L Pov. 17 flight of a Japa-
D Alr Lines cargo plane,
';"‘ ng to one of the con-
< (= who belped monitor
1iadar,

,:@, cptaln of the JAL

lm.ﬁ.u three of us thought

there was a track,” sald Ssm
Rich, a oonlmller who hus
worked for the Federa! Avia-
tlon Administration for more.
than a decade. A track s
what alr tratfic controllers
call the radar image of an
alrcraft,

In previous news releases,
the Federal Aviation Admln
htntiuon reported ‘only one

77 sighting the mme
riou: object — described by

the crew as wnverin: llzhts -

.on radar. That controller,
‘whose name has nct bcen
released by the FAA, mistak-
enly interpreted a split-image
of the cargo plane as a pecond
object, FAA officials gaid fol-
lowing a review of radar
tapes

.On Thursday, FAA es-
man Paul Steucke zaid be had
po knowledge of additional
controllers who had tracked
the UFO reported by the
JAL's pllot and two-man

crew. y
Capt. Kenju Terauch! sald!
the UFO teiled thelr plane for:

morethmlOOmilesum;;
en route from lceland to an-)

croased into Alasks alr space

Anchorage spot.
Feraeal sald Usited Prees
International that be saw two
brightly lit objects end a
third enormous object =
twice the sixx of an alrceft
carrier — follow the ylana.

Bos Back Pegs, 170

atlon of the inci.
t of interns.
260 plicity for Terauchl.
m; haive been in-
FAA officials,
ursday had not
ress,
e hwu on duty
w {-hour durin
. O JAL plane rrportcg
"3 ®e UFO.
Lzl the JAL crew first
Tl e A.nchc;rqenllr
o8 t3 thelr plane flew
=23 Yukon. *“They sald
capsng was following
?@qun:d to be light,

And appeared to be white,
orange and yellow,” he sald.

Rich rald the pllot sounded
shaXen, “He was concerned.
There was a quaver in his
voice."

Rich sald the controllers
immediately turned down
thelr radar range to
srall-scale that would better
define the air space around
the JAL plane.

“Toere did appear to be a
track near the plane about
where he (Terauch!) sald there
was. Bo we kept looking."

The track was not real

. strong, Rich said, but nelther

he nor any of his collu.:ues.
then thought ft might be a

split image.

After spotting the track,
‘Rich said he called the Mili-
tary Reglonal Operations
Control Center. “They in-
formed me ttut they had the
same track.”

Another controller then
told the pllot to make a series
of turns and a descent {n an
effort to shake the UFO. Fi-
nally, as the plane headed
south from Fairbanks, the
controllers lost track of the
UFO.

8ince the November Inci-
dent, the FAA launched a
major review of the radar
tapes; Initialiy confirming the

15

on the radar

controller tracking, then dis-
missing it as a split or dou-
ble-lmage of the JAL plane.

Rich confirmed that double
Imsges often occur on the
FAA radar screen, which re
lies on computer-generated
data. But the plane dldn't fly
through the areas whe-e the
split images normally occur.

The JAL pilot isn't the first
fullot 10 report strange thingx
thet porthern corridor.
During the past decade,
there's been about a hzlf doz-
en reports of unidentified
lights from civilisn and mill-
tary pllots. ““It's pretty real to
them (the pllots),” Rich said.
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. time a Japanesa pilot who ferrying JAL Flight 1628 from
'
- - UFO: Does not show up on a recording of radar screen
]
signal appeared within cl(ht tronlc clutter. uested help In avoldin lt
s [ Continued from Page B-1 J miles of the JAL alrcraft and “We're not doing any fur- e An l"AAp eontmllerl spot-
j nled by two smaller alrcraft,  at the same speed and altl-  ther Investigation,” Jenkins ting the signal of the mysteri-
. the pllot sald. The night was  tude. sa'd. ous craft on radar, directed
ciear, and FAA lInvestigators When the recorded radar The FAA has no systematic the JAL pllot to take evasive
, Wwho questioned the crew con-  transmisslon was replayed procedure for evaluating re- actlon, at one polnt approving
| . cluded In a report that they later, however, there was no ports of unidentified flylng a 360-degree turn to shake the
~ were ratlonal and professlon-  Image of any alrcraft except objects. The Alr Force once obfect.
; 8l and showed no evidence of for the commercial airliner, did, but abandoned such in- Steucke sald both objects
‘ drug or alcolol use. Steucke said. He said it was vestigations more than 15 appeared to be traveling
Anchorage FAA spokesman  possible the slgnal from the years ago, Jenkins sald, about 550 mph at 35,000 feet
Paul Steucke sald the agency UFO was strong enough to be A spokesman for the North In altitude and traveled to-
was [nvestigating the matter picked up while the Incident American Aerospace Defense gether for more than 350 ml- -'
, [further only to find out If was occurring but not strong Command In Colorado sald les. o
unknown sircraft had violat-  enough to reglster on the ra- officlals there had no radar “I haven't seen anythling 4
ed the Japan Alr Lines  dar recording system. signal that could correlate llke this (situation) before,” '
plane’s alrspace, not to ascer- Officials with the Alr . with what Terauch{ described sald Steucke, who has lived |
, taln If the unknown craft had  Force's Alaskan Alr Com- and were not Investigating In Anchorage for 12 years and
; extraterrestrial origins. He mand Initlally told the FAA  the Incident. worked in the FAA for four. |
. sald he did not expect Terau- ~ air controller they, too, could Terauchi and his crew of He sald theorles on the origin
chi to add to the Information  sse the object’s radar signal. two told the FAA at 6:19 p.m. of the mysterlous objsct var- J
% y ln press accounts. But Friday, Capt. Larry Jen- on Nov. 17 that they were fast {ed from “a UFO to some- :
- Bu* Steucke confirmed that  kins, a command spckesman, approaching the lights of a body else's (forelgn) military ,
s 4y an FAA air traffic controller  3ald the signal didn't last large flylng object and re- alrcraft.”
e bad spotted the unknown long enough to be confirmed 4
% e Craft as a “weak, Intermittent  and that the command now e ———— — :
slgnal” on his own radar. The  attributed the signal to elec

Anchonoe Daily News

Sunday, January 4, 1987

UFO szgmmg SuIr a mystery

By ROBERT ENGﬁLllAN was helped by an FAA air [Iceland to Japan, told United
Scripps Howarc News Senvice controller to evade what he Press International last Tues-
said was an unidentified fly- day that on the evening of

A Federal Aviation Admin-
{stration probe of a UFO that
showed up on an air control-
ler's screen In November was
set back when a radar record-
ing falled to show the craft's
signal, an FAA spokesman
sald Friday.

Agency officials Friday al-
10 Interviewed for a second

Ing object over Alaska In
mid-November.

But the UFO zighting re- ;

mained a mystery, with FAA
and Alr Force sources saying
it was unlikely that the origin
of the craft described by Ken-
ju Terauchi would ever be
determined.

Terauchi, & veteran pilot

Nov. 17 he had been shad-
owed for more than 0 min-
utes and for cearly 400 miles
over Alaska by a mysterious
alrcraft much larger than hjs
own plane.

The object, which Terauch!
sald was twice the size of an
alrcraft carrier, was accompa-

8ea Pege B3, UFO




| There’'s no
“explaining
i those lights

3

P o

JAL crew reports
‘strange’ sighting

Aosscisted Press

The Federal Aviation Admin-
{stration tocay said it couldn't ex-
plain strange flashing lights that
spooked the crew of a Japan Air
Lines 747 cargo plane as it flew
over northern Alaska last month.

“We are not investigating as

" there Is nothing to Investigate,”

said Paul Steucke, FAA spokes-
man in Anchoreage.

He sald the military has been
ynable — or unwilling — to pro-
vide any information.

m‘.hi.ng."

“They're saying
Steucke sald.

The incident begar st €:19
p.m. Nov. 17 as the JAL plune
was headed for Anchorage on 2
flight from Europe via lceland
on its way to T
craft entered U.S. af at

saufort Sea, the
reporied seelng unusual
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white and yellow flashing lights. .

The lights were appmxi-gqi’ﬂ'\

t the
End travel- 390

35,000 [eep
ing at the E5eed and In the
same direction 85 the JAL plane,
the pllotreported.

S‘:eucke said the pllot called
the alr traffic control center and
asked If there was any reported
tratfic in the vicinity. A comrol:
ler replied that there was no
gmown traffic in the srea, but
that he had an unidentified blip
on his radar.

Steucke sald & subsequent re-
view of the radar tapes did not
reveal any such object, but that
the controller Insisted it was
there.

As the lights continued to pace
the 747, the pllot requested per-
mission to change altitude, As he
descended to 31,000 feet, the
lights followed *in formaticn,”
Steucke sald.

The pllct then requested per-
mission to make a 30-degree
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Sighting: Nm_hing

Continued from page A-1

the li

contact with the lights.

‘ d fol-
.{ Upon completing the ma-
neuver, the pllot reported losing

— Sleucke sfid rudar operators
in Falrbanks picked up nothing
on their screens in the vicinity of
the JAL flicht. And be sald a
United Airlines flight headed to-
ward Fairbarks spotted the JAL
plane but saw nothing else in the
sky nearby.

Military authorities were noti-
fied of the sighting within a few
minutes of the initial report, but
f's nxt lnown what — {! anything

us 8 -

77 #

—they did about it, Stevcke said.

The JAL crew members were
interviewed by the FAA upoc ar-
rival in Anchorage. Steucke salc
they all appeared to be *‘well-
u Jﬁscd fessiona!, rational

and not affected by drugs or al-
cohol.” ; .

He sald all three reported that
the blinking lights accompanied
their plane for about 50 miles
across the porthern Alaska sky.
The entire incident lasted about
X minutes, Steucke said. . ;

As for the time lag since the
incident, Steucke said. ‘‘We
didn't exactly broadcas: it untl]
the news media dug it up."”



