United States Department of State -~ ~

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 8, 1997

David Marwell
Executive Director
Assassination Records Review Board

600 E Street, NW 2nd Floor :
Washington, DC 20530 | ASSASu,L“n%h‘7;g
| i BEVIEY B £ RORDS

Dear Mr. Marwell:

. 3 I 4 i

sy

Enclosed is the diplomatic note received from the Mexican -
- government, dated March 12, 1997, which responds to the ARRB’s

. request for any additional documents that the Mexican -
government might have relating to the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy. The Embassy ev1dantly submitted the
request to the Mexican government on June 13, 1996, but:.did not
report the action through telegraphic channels. The reference
in the telegram is to our recent query.

The Mexican government note conveys copies of the
diplomatic notes exchanged between Mexico and the United States
in 1963-1964 regarding the initial U.S. request for Mexican
documents relevant to the investigation into Lee Harvey .
Oswald’s visit to Mexico in the fall of 1963. Most of these
notes were published in volume XVIII of the Warren Commission
Report. They also duplicate copies of the same correspondence
found in Legal Adviser’s and Mexico City post files that are
included in State’s collection at NARA. I have stamped
enclosed copies of pages bearing "confidential" classification
markings. I am also enclosing a copy of Mexico City telegram
3078 of March 31.

According to my records, we have now received responses
from all posts contacted through the A bureau. Minsk remains
ongoing. Final responses have been received from Bonn, Paris,
London, Moscow, and now Mexico City. Interim'respOnses:have
been received from from Tokyo and Ottawa. As it has been some
tinie since Tokyo reported that the Japanese govermment would be
searching for documents, the ARRB might wish to prepare a

followup cable.

Sincerely,

Nina J. Noring

Department of State Liaison

JFK Assassination Records
Collection Act

Attachments:
"As indicated.
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Assassination Records Review Board
600 E Street NW - 2nd Floor - Washington, DC 20530
(202} 724-0088 « Fax: (202) 724-0457

September 5, 1997

BY COURIER

Mr. John Pereira

Director '

Historical Review Group

Center for the Study of Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency '
Washington, DC 20505

Re:  Request to CIA to contact] |regarding LIENVQOY intercepts of
Oswald telephone calls in Mexico City :

Some time ago , the Review Board requested informally that CIA contactl ]

in Mexico City for information related to Lee Harvey Oswald. During your
recent visit here we discussed with you the feasibility of your making such contacts. I
am writing in response to your request that we memorialize our request and provide
some background information.

The Review Board believes that all reasonable steps should be taken to account for all
telephonic intercepts of Oswald during his visit to Mexico City in September-October
1963. There is evidence that CIA mtercepted some telephone calls through an operation
named LIENVOY (conducted|, o ] We
believe that it would be appropnate for CIA to contact @aéﬂyj

to inquire as to whether the Mexican authorities retained copies of LIENVOY
telephonic take, specifically the actual recordings of Oswald'’s telephone calls to the
Soviet Embassy during the period of September 27 through October 3, 1963.

The Review Board previously has sought information from the Mexican Government
through appropriate diplomatic channels. For reasons that are obvious to those

familiar with Mexico City issues, the Review Board could not raise with Mexican
officials nor with the U.S. State Department the possible existence of additional tape
recordings that might be in the hands of certain officials. Thus, at the behest of the
Review Board, the Department of State requested that the Mexican federal government
and local government agencies conduct general searches of their files for records
related to the assassination of President Kennedy. The Mexican government responded

SECRET

Boaro Memsenrs: John R. Tunheim, Chair - Henry F. Graff - Kermit L. Hall - William L. Joyce - Anna K. Nelson
Execurtive Direcvor: David G. Marwel!
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Mr. John Pereira
September 5, 1997
Page 2

by sending copies of the same documentation and correspondence that the GOM had
made available to the Warren Commission in 1964.

The basis for our interest in your contacting ?@Le Mexican officials’is found in
CIA document 104-10004-10199, which was reviewed by the Board on September 19,
1995. On page 5 of this document (not including the cover sheet) information that the
Board agreed to protect, due to the sensitivity of sources and methods involved,
suggests that the Mexican security forces may have had their own copy of the October 1
intercept on Lee Harvey Oswald. It is unclear whether this statement refers to the
transcript or to an actual tape containing the phone call. Nevertheless, it provides
enough evidence to warrant additional inquiries on this matter.

For your reference we are enclosing copies of the reference documents as well as copies
of the correspondence between the DOS and the Mexican government.

We would appreciate your contacting ﬁropnﬁﬁfﬁagl} to determine what
reasonably can be known about this and related matters, and ask that you provide a
response to this request by November 14, 1997. We are fully aware of the sensitivity of
this type of request and do not wish to take any action that would compromise existing
intelligence operations. If necessary, we would be pleased to-discuss with you ways in
which we might further elaborate on this request, mcludmg person-to-person
discussions with appropriate officials either here or in Mexico.

Y

Thank you for your continued assistance and cooperation.
Sincerely yours,

it

T. Jeremy Gunn

General Counsel and Associate Director
for Research and Analysis

cc: J. Barry Harrelson, HRG

Enclosures

SECRET
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Irene Marr
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}Postponement #1 (Page RS): |

-S-EC‘RET - Uhpage. only
- Assassination Records Review Board
Fmal Determination Notification

AGENCY : CIA
RECORD NUMBER : 104-10004-10199
RECORD SERIES : JFK ,
AGENCY FILE NUMBER :".201-289248

OSWJ.O V10B 1993.06.14.15:36: 06: 060000

September 19, 1_995 '

Status of Dooum"eh:t"#"}?

Number of releases of prevlously postponed information: 6
Reason for Board Achon. ‘The Review Board's decision was premised on several factors mcludmg- (a) the
s;gmﬁcant tustoncal infere 1 ;n the document in question; (b) the-absenoe of ev1denoe that the release of :

Reason for Board Achon._ The text m:redacted because it reveals the 1denhty of an mtnlhgenoe agent that
properly may be withheld under Section 6(1)(A) of the JFK Act. The Board is awaitmg addmonal -
evidence from the CIA, at which time it will reconsider the postponement.

Substitute Language: See Document :

Date of Next Review: 12/1995

Postponement # 2'(PageR§); R : ' .

Reason for Board Action: The text is redacted because it reveals the identity of an mtelhgence agent that
properly may be withheld und_.et Section 6(1)(A) of the JFK Act. The Board is awaxtmg additional .~
evidence from the CIA, at whlch‘hme it wxll reconsider the postponement.

Substitute Language.SeeDocument o _' ' .

Date of Next ReweW' 12/ 1995

Postponement # 3 (Page 1)

Reason for Board Actior 'I'he text is redacted becausé it discusses sources and methods that properly may
be withheld under Sectxon 6(1)(B) of the IFK Act.

Substitute Language: None: The redacted information contains no substantive mformatlon about the

assassination of Presxdent Kennedy or about Lee Harvey Oswald.

Date of Next Review: 2017

SECRET
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‘Date of Nex; Review: 2017

Péstponement #4 (Page 2):

Reason for Board Action: The text is redacted because it discusses sources and methods that properly may
be withheld under Section 6(1)(B) of the JFK Act.

Substitute Language: None: The redacted information contains no substantive mformahon about the
assassination of President Kennedy or about Lee Harvey Oswald. :

' Date'of Next Review: 2017

Postponement #5 (Page 5):

Reason for Board Action: The text is redacted because it discusses sources and methods ihat properly may
_j.be wﬁhheld under Section 6(1)(B) of the JFK Act.

Subshtute Language. None: The redacted information references "the 1 Octobet mtemept on Lee Oswald"
and the possible existence of another copy of that "intercept" that was discovered after the assassination.
The redacted information contains no.other substannve informatien about the assassmahon of Prw:dent
Kennedy or about Lee Harvey Oswald. : L

_DateofNextRev:ew 2017 : " - ”

v Postponement #6 (Page 14):

Reason for Board Action: The text is redacted because it discusses sources and methods that properly may

. be w1thhe1d under Section 6(1)(B) of the JEK Act.

Substitute Language: None: The redacted information contains no substantive mformahon about the

: assassmahon of President Kennedy or about Lee Harvey Oswald.

Board Review'Corpleted: 08/03/95
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e evisa Y . ThL:202-647- 5094 P..003
w | oo
' eeeve. . UNCLASSIFIED DUTGOING
DR T TELEGRAM
Department of State
meEo ApeZ ey mme] *96 SHeyesa STATE 684217 2321862 SHE9833

INFO L0G-68  ARA-BO OASY-66 DIN-88 DINT-68 DS-98  [PC-1
{WG-81 TEDE-60 L-80 ADS-88 h-G0  0IS-@1 CRYE-82

InIS-62 DSCC-g0  /EEIR

ORAFTED BY: &/ {Ms | S/FPLIPPA < HPGRAFELD
APPROVED BY: A:PFUENNEDY

AJTR/IS:EWILSON. #/1N:BGEISEL: A71A/IS/FPC:PSHEILS
ARA/NEX: DURS

R 2321677 PR 96
P, SECSTATE-VASHDL

TAIETBASSY HEXICO

UNCLAS STATE 84217
FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY KEMMEDY

-------------- 310610 121182 /36

E.0. 12856 K/A ,
TGS AN ‘ o
SUBJECT: JOUH F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION mom)s“-’*
COLLECTION ACT OF 182 o

1. THE ASSASSINATION RECORDS COLLEGTION ACT OF 1982
(THE “ACT*) ¥AS SIGNED INTO LAw ON OCTOBER 26, 193], -
THE ACT ESTABLISHED A PROESS FOR IDENTIEVING AMD--
SECURING ALL RECORDS RELATING TO THE ASSASSIMATION of
PRESIDENT KENMEDY AND COLLECTING THEM 1M THE -

PRESIBERT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS
COLLECTION AT THE MATIONAL ARCHIVES IN COLLEEE PARK.
AARVLAND. THE ACT ALSO ESTAGLISHED YHE ASSASSIHATION
RECOADS REYIEM BOARD GARRB) TO COORDINATE AND QUERSEE
THE PROCESS. THE DEPARTNENT HAS BEEM WORKING CLOSELY
WiTH THE ARRB To ENSURE FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THESE
REQUIRENENTS AND OVER & YERR AGD PRODUCED 1S
COLLECTION FOR PUBLIC ACCESS AY THE RaTICHAL ARCHIVES.

1. THERE REMAINS: HOMWEUER: ONE PROVISION OF THE ACT
FOR WHICH THE SEGRETARY MUST RELY O YOUR OFFICE FOR
{NPLENENTATION, THE ACT ENVISIONED 2N APPROACH To
FOREIGH GOVERNHENTS FOR AKY RECORDS THAT THEY miGaT
POSSESS. SPECIFIGALLY: SECTION 10D {23 OF THE ACT
STATES THAT 1T (S THE “SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT THE
SECRETARY OF STATE SHDULD CONTACY. .. HY] FOMEIGM -
GOUERHNENT THAT MaY HOLD IXFORMATIOH RELEVANT 70 THE -
ASSASSINATION AND SEEK DISCLOSURE OF SUCH IMFORMATION.*

"3 IN ITS CONGRESSIOHALLY MANDATED SEARGH fOR  °
ASSASSINATION RECORDS: THE ARRD WISHES T0 DEVERMINE
WHETHER THE MEXICAN GOVERMMENT OR LOCAL GOUERMMENT -
AGENGIES IN MEXICO MAINTAIK RECORBS YHAT ARE RELATED 10
THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENMEDY. THE ARRB WOTES -~
THAT THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDEMT KENNEDY ATTRACTED
THE ATTENTION OF THE WORLDs AND THAT THE RESPONSE oF
THE NEXICAN GOUERNHENT TO THE EVENT WOULD 8F. OF... -
INTEREST. (N-ADDLT1ON, . RECORDS- QF-MEXICAN’ THORITIES

 CONCERNING LEE KARVEY OSHALD"S vISIT-To.nEMI00 cmm :

~ SEPTEMBER/OCTORER 1363 WOULD BE. OF o ;

4 HITHOlFT BEING AWARE OF THE STRUCTURE AMD
ORGAWIZATION OF POTENTIALLY RELEVANT MEXICAN FILES, THE
ARRB CANNOT PROVIDE SFECIFIC GUIDANCE ON THE
APPROPRIATE STRATEGY FOR ENSURING & COMPREWENSIVE
SEARCH. THE ARRB IS WILLING TO PROVIDE ANY ADD|T1OMAL
INFORMATION THAT MRY BE REQUIRED. ANY SEARCH FOR
BECORDS SHOULD IMCLUBE THE FOLLOWING:

e IRHEKICO.L1TY.

{A) BMY AND ALL RECORDS RELATED TO TRE ABTIVITIES oOF
THE MEXICAN AUTRORITIES DESCRIBED N THE DIPLOMATIC
HOTES T0 THE UNITED STATES EnBASSY 1M MEXICO CITY FROK
THE HEXICAN SECRETANIAT OF FOREICH RELATIONS Mo. 54426
DATED HAY 16, 1364, AND WO, 585563 DATED JURE 3 1364,
THESE ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: — -

-~(LOSURE OF THE BORDER BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR OH WOVEWBER 32, 1%63:

--DEPLOYHENT OF TROOPS THAT Sank DATE "o TIGHTEM
SURVEILLANGE [N THE BORDER AREA- ESPECIALLY af REVNOSA:
CIUDAD MIGUEL ALEMANs WUEVO I.AREDO: AND FATAHOROS:® AND

-={RVESTICATION OF OSHRLD S TIP TD MEXICO CITY IN
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1963: AKD ESPECIALLY OF WIS MEANS of
ERTERIHG AHD EXITING MEXICO ANDRHIS=LONTACTS-HITH
“§1LVIA.TIRADD-DURRHN; ~AH i@&mmﬂﬂﬁoﬂsmﬂi"

N uun m nocmurs THAY mEunn-.—msllm -
* REQUESTS 7O KEXICO FOR INFORMNATION ABOUT THE
ASSASSIKATION AND THE MEXICAN RESPONSES TO THOSE

REGUESTS.

{Ci AKY AND ALL DOLURERYS. STUDIES, . [HQUIRIES OR
IRVESTIGATIOKS BY HEXICAN GUUERHHEHT EXTITIES OF THE
ASSASSIKATION.

TaLBOTY

e em eesscacseswessaR AR RS AE HA BAAE BEENEE EEEEEE BE
) ;
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(DRAFT)

CSI 1997-444
25 September 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR: |

| po/ra

Fred

FROM: John

Wickham, DO/IMS

F. Pereira

Chief, CSI/HRG

SUBJECT : ' Priority Request from Chairman,
JFK Assassination Records Board

1. (S) The purpose of this memorandum is to advise you of a
priority request from the Chairman of the JFK Assassination Records
The request concerns records related to Lee
Harvey Oswald that may be held by the Mexican Government.

Review Board (ARRB).

2. (8} At his initiative,

I met recently with the ARRB

Chairman, Judge John Tunheim. He said the reason for the meeting was
to ask that CIA assist the Board by making inquiries| fto
determine if the Mexican Government has certain records related to
Oswald’s activities in Mexico in late 1963. Of partlcular interest

to the Board is whether@the Mex1cans Thave coples of tapes from_ “joint
[tel -tap operatlons/ including coverage of Oswald’s telephone calls
He said that locating such records is “the

'to the Soviet Embassy.

highest priority of the Board.”

(The attached letter from the

ARRB‘s General Counsel explains the Board’s interest.)

3. (8} EBarlier

via the State Department.

this year, the Board sought unsuccessfully
to obtain information about Oswald from the Mexican Government

(See attached cable.) Mexico responded

by providing copies of the same material that had been made
available to the Warren Commission in 1964. The problem for the
Board was that, in making the request to Mexico, ‘it did not want

to reveal information

the Board knew of from CIA récords.
Agency’'s request to px

about

@that

the Agency to contact

behalf.

Beéing sensitive to the
rotect this information, Tunheim would like
7iireéfliﬂon the Board's

CL BY (0185904

CL REASON-1-57 (b, c, &d)
DECL BY X1

DRV FRM LIA 2-82
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SUBJECT: Priority Request from Chairman,
JFK Assassination Records Board

4. (FOUO) During the meeting with Tunheim, I said that we
would discuss his request with the appropriate people in the
Agency. In view of the priority that Tunheim places on this
matter, I recommend that our JFK Project Leader (Barry Harrelson)
and I meet with you or other appropriate DO representatives soon
to discuss possible options for responding to the request.

John Pereira

Attachments

CL REASON 1.5 (b,c,&d)
DECL BY X1
DRV FRM LIA 2-82
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

OFFICE:

SUBJECT:

REFERENCE:

SECRET

CLBY:§11637)
€L REASOM: Section 1.5d
DECL O: X5
DRV FRs: LIA 2-82
1 December 1997
/e oo

Fredrick C. Wickham @ DO

J. Barry Harrelson

JFK Project Officer

CSIHRG

JFK Board Request - Mexico City

Request from ARRB Chairman, Judge Tunheim re Intercepts of Oswald's calls;
Letter fr ExDir, ARRB, to C/HRG dated Sept 5, 1997 same subject

{ provided copies of the two Oswald telephone intercepts received from the Station to the ARRB staff. The ARRB staff has
responded with a number of questions for the Station‘?oask] [ The list of questions is being faxed to you; please call
if you have not received it by noon today (Monday). Judge Tunheim will be in Washington on 15 December and has ask for an update on

the status of the request.

Thank you for your assistance with this request; if you have any questions please call me on @257

£c: ‘John Pereira @ DCI

Barry

Sent on 1 December 1997 at 10:14:23 AM

SECRET
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Classification of Material Transmitted
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NS e AR
sy

HISTORICAL REVIEW GROUP

Fﬁx'& 1025801

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF INTELLIGENCE

*%*t%*%*******%****%*****%%**&é***%%*%**%%%*%%**%*******&%*%****

Phone # 703-613-1806

Y

CLASSIFIED FAX

'SUBJECT: A&MESWD/VS FoR (DS
FROM: ﬁ’r«ﬁ\) HARR EC Son, DSFICST /156

SENDING FAX NO. 703- 513 3-30 l,,O /

DELIVER TO:

X¥7199

/

RECEIVING FAX NO. 70 3- Q,_,.fZQﬂa

PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY

Do) e

DATETRANSMITTED 2 J¢» PAGES TRANSMITTED: =

(including cover sheet)

TRANSMITTED BY: AWAE Hyn7ErR.

e 36 3 3 36 3 3 3 330 36 3 36 5 36 3 3 % 3 96 3 56 % o 36 3 3 6 36 3 36 36 3 36 3 3 3F 36 36 36 26 36 36 36 36 38 3 3 3 36 3 o 36 3 3 306 3 o o3 E 6

MESSAGE:

zﬂﬁmf\ﬁ"’}/

SERET

Classification of Material Transmitted
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Classification of Material Transmitted

FAX COVER SHEET

secr: Q Y esT/Iom g
FROM: \N\Me_, C ot
SENDING FAX NO: zoz-ésum.

RECEIVING FAX NO: 703-613-3060

DAmmANsmnﬁD: 7 Noe O r‘i"]

PAGES TRANSMITTED (including cover sheet) &

mmw: KP: Q !\: A

T'd

WHPE: T 26, A2 NHP
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These are our questions to be passed to the COS with oux thanks. Q f/e.

1. Can we have the original documents?

Baxcy,

2. Does the date and location appear on the original documents? is there any indication
as to when and where they were added?

3. Is there a Spanish version of the transcripts? Can we have it if one exists?
4. Where were the two transcripts found? What file or box? Who found them?
5. What else is in the file or box where these two transcripts were found?

6. Are there any additional files on the assassination or any post assassination
investigation still in existence?

7. Were any files on the assassination or any post assassination investigation
destroyed under a routine records destruction schedu.le?

8. Are there any teltap tape recordmgs from the era 1960-1963 still in existence?

9. Are there any individualswho were involved in the teltap, the Sylvia Duran :
interrogation, and/or any post assassination investigation who could be interviewed -
by the ARRB?

10. Are there any persons knowledgeable about the filing system and records
management both in 1963 and to the present who could be interviewed by the
ARRB and might have some knowledge of the disposition of any teltap
information, any Syliva Duran intexrogation records, and/or any assassination or
post assassination records in the archives?

SECRET
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; - @ o sepdendam
misdow/, @0 wWuLLE WEESLRE

/2loase 3ec the Sponish transcri

n spoaka S.n English. to sSomeOTO L ..:.e

' A o T ;r,rcu apoa: ?uasian‘r Yoo, War don'te you sollt <o ninm?..
‘I don't know.. /MO takea tho pnenc end siys im sroken Russiaz,
I was in vourr Embagsy and gpeio to your consul, J‘u:t a minute
MI takes tho ph.on; anéd acks MO ia Ensli-.,. Wwazt éses he want? '

MOo: /in Rt'zssia"n/'?leaac gpoak ‘Rugzsian.

¥I: ~ VWhat elso do "yov_. wont? _ ' -

M0: ° I was Just now at your E:nbaéa:r and they took my zddres:z

MI: I lnow theb,

‘M0:  ‘/spoaks terrible, herdly recognizable Bussian/ I il mes
know 1% then. I wont to the Cuban Zmbazsy te ool shom for
my address, because they have it..

e Way don't fé&"lcbma'again snd loave your cldress with us, i3
not £a» from'the Cubmn E:‘r.baas:}.

28 September 1§83
Soviet Ecbaszsy

032 'aIeil, I'1l1l be thare »ight away.
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151, In at &0 {?) M0 / tho same porcaom who phoued & I o oo
sago ond spoke in brokon Russian/ aveais so CBYESKCOV.

MQs. '..Hello, this Ll OSHALD {phon) speaking. _I Wwes oS your.placa

last Saturday and spoke o & consul, ené they zoid thct
: they'd gezd .a talegrom to Wasbhinston, :; & Wansad to find
out 1f you have enything new? But I don'% :‘e;‘.‘-&az‘a‘r the zama
of that cezcul. | | |
, | 0BY: KOSTIKOV. Xe is dark /neir or skin?/.
.* ) ) LEZ; Yes. My ncms is OSWALD. A
. 0BYs Just a minuts I'll £ind ous. Zrey 23y tE;‘a tb_._ey wavenit

recelived snyithing ye%:.' . ' .o

LEE; Have they dome anything?

0BY: Yes, they say that s requeat has beon sont ovk, but rothing
hea beon reccived as yot.

IE2: And what...? /03Y hangs up/.

2kg. . . (previcusly trazsepribed)
g @ L] ;'-41:‘.-
SRR © '+ 1°October 1963
Lo . .Soviet Imbasgy
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cLBY: 0185904/
CL REASON: Section 1.5 d
pEcL on: X5
DRY FRM: LIA 4-82

NOYE FOR: Edmund Cohen @ DA

4 p DA
Lee S. Strickland @ DA

FROM: John F. Pereira

OFFICE: - CSIHRP

DATE: 01/23/98 05:19:59 PM

SUBJECT: Meeting with Chair, JFK Board

{S) At his request , | met with the Chairman of the JFK Board, Judge Jack Tunheim this merning for more than an hour. A principal
topic of discussion was the status of the Agency’s response to Tunheim's request that we ask[ lto provide records and
other information related to Oswald's time iﬁjﬂigﬁf/@ {The station is following up on a preliminary response] l '

{FOUO}Tunheim described efforts the Board is making to obtain records directly from the KGB , with State Department assistance. Not
much success so far. o

{FOUD) We also discussed the general relationship between the Board and CIA, about which he was very positive. He is aware that we
have added resources to step up the pace of our review in view of the 1 September deadline. He said that he does not see much chance
that Congress would extend the Board's charter again.

Ed: Tunheim asked that we set up a meeting with you on 18 Feb, when he'll be in town for a meeting of the Board.

PR

> SR

€C: J. Barry Harrelsoﬂ‘ P
Sent on 23 January 1998 at 05:19:5 o

SECRET
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MEMORANDUM

OIA ETETIAT F@LI RCTION:!
September 19, 1998 sl WASE IN FU ‘L i
To: | Laura Denk 2630

Executive Director

cc: Bob Skwirot
CIA Team Leader

From: Michelle Combs M %—-

Associate Director for Research and Review
Subject: CIA-IR-05 Possible Foreign Source for Records on Oswald

The Review Board requested that the CIA asmst in locating and acquiring records
relevant to Lee Harvey Oswald and the assadsination of President John Kennedy which
might exist in the files of a foreign government agency. Due to the foreign liaison
sensitivity of this request, information on this issue was passed between the CIA,
Review Board Chairman Judge John Tunheim, and one Review Board staff member.

On September 15, 1998, Chairman Tunheim and I flew to Houston to consult with CIA
Directorate of Operations officers on the likelihood of the existence of additional
records and the possibility that the CIA would be successful in acquiring these records.
These CIA officers demonstrated that they had consulted numerous times with the
senior officials of the foreign government but had, thus far, been unsuccessful in
obtaining additional records or in confirming, visually, the existence of additional
records. The CIA agreed to continue to work to obtain these records.

e:\combs\cia-ir05.wpd
File 4.20.1 and 4.20.4
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Assassination Records Review Board
600 E Street NW - 2nd Floor - Washington, DC 20530
(202) 724-0088 + Fax: (202) 724-0457

December 18, 1997 L ST "’; CCL?.. FOTIGHS
| ROL7488 TN FULL

Mr. John Pereira

Chief | 2000

Historical Review Group

Center for the Study of Intelligence

Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, D.C. 02505

Re:  Status of CIA Responses to Assassination Records Review Board’s Requests for
Additional Information and Records

Dear ]ohn.

I am writing to follow-up on our telephone call earlier today and to convey my serious
concern about the status of CIA’s responses to the Review Board'’s requests for
additional information and records. Although CIA has completed its responses to
several requests, and many others have been answered in part, a significant number of
requests have not been answered — including some that were made inore than two
years ago. On many occasions we have been assured that responses would be
forthcoming, only to have promised dates come and go without answers. It is now
extremely importartt that these requests be answered promptly so that we may conduct
a-proper follow-up if necessary. The issues that we can now identify as being of the
highest priority are identified in the text below by double asterisks (**)! and we request
that they be answered within the next month. We request that the remammg requests
be answered by April 1,1998. :

The remainder of this letter is divided into two parts: first, a listing of the formal
requests for information and records, and second, a listing of the informal requests for
information and records. Please let me know if your understanding of any of the
following points differs from ours so that we can resolve any potential discrepancies.

'As identified more fully below, the issues are: CIA-1 Organizational Material,
CIA-6 Cables and Dispatches, CIA-13 Backchannel Communications, CIA-IR-03
HTLINGUAL Documents, CIA-IR-04 Disposition of Angleton Files, CIA-IR-07 Claude
Barnes Capehart, CIA-IR-15 Electronic “take” from Mexico City, CIA-IR-21 DRE
Monthly Operational Reports, CIA-IR-22 “A” Files on Clay Shaw and Jim Garrison.

Boaro Memaers: John R. Tunheim, Chair « Henry F. Graff - Kermit L. Hali - William L. Joyce * Anna K. Nelson
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Documents file: documents Nos. 496, 498, 499, 500, and 510. The Review Board
is awaiting confirmation that these documents are at HRG for processing.

CIA-IR-05 Possible Foreign Source for Records on Oswald.

CIA was informally requested to use its contacts to pursue certain records
related to Oswald that were orally described to CIA. The Review Board
understands that the CIA has taken steps to pursue these records.

CIA-IR-06 QKENCHANT.

The Review Board seeks information regarding the purpose of QKENCHANT
and its connection with Clay Shaw, Howard Hunt, and Monroe Sullivan.

The Review Board was initially provided some information in regard to this
request that now appears to be incorrect. CIA is now seeking additional
information to correct or to clarify its previous answers. The Review Board seeks
an immediate, full, and accurate formal response to this request. Once the formal
statement is provided, this request will be complete.

**CIA-IR-07 Claude Barnes Capehart.

The ARRB staff has reviewed all records that CIA has been able to locate to date.
During the course of this review, additional questions were raised that CIA
agreed to pursue. CIA also agreed to conduct additional searches to determine -
whether there may be additional retrievable records-on Mr. Capehart. The
Review Board seeks a full and accurate formal response to this request. Once the
formal statement is provided, this request will be complete.

. CIA-IR-08 Unredacted Copy of the “Family Jewels” Memoranda.

ARRB has reviewed a redacted version of the “Family Jewels.” Additional

. questions have been raised. At meeting between HRG, ARRB and the DCI/IRO
on December 11, 1997, specific redacted pages were identified for ARRB staff
review. These pages should be made available as soon as possible.



