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EX - 786
5 December 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: "American Defectors to the USSR" |

1. The attached material was part of a soft file entitled
vAmerican Defectors to the USSR, which was set up by SR/6é
"(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR!components
until ca, 1963, The compilations were derived from a variety

of sources, and contain both classified and overt data,

v g e

2, In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over to CI :
Staff, In most instances, basic information was then abstracted i
for the US Defector Machine Program, Inall instances in which
the material was unique, or represented a valuable c¢ollation effort,
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 fil¢, along with
a copy of this memorandumn,

3, It is suggested that any dissemination of this data should
be coordinated with SB Division and with CI Staff (CI/;MRO), in
view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
disseminations have already been made through the US Defector

' Machine Program,
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running candy business. (68069)

“' . 1 &:L. “A.

ey oy aeg e gl . ‘ -
PLTATILY Meiolas (icol'no at birth bub never viaed), o 201 - /¢

13 Fehuary 1921, =rooilym, Y | 24
~pzet mrtal werker, carnentdr, awd odn leha, 1D residence falisy Strean; Long Isl.
! .

Yorld Viar 1I. Three yeavs service in airfor cc, including service in 1ndia
as erlizled ground cred caroerur. {AnE=s voscou: uesoatch 111, 11 Sept 99,
attachad) -

Cctober 1945, Medical discharge, for which he granted and still receiving
307 dI5aC11ity pension. Accordiny to his own states:nts, he may have been dis-
charred on mental rrounds and may have had later ps; rehiatric treatrent fron.
the The (Desp. m) ’

1945-1953. * "For uicveiz‘tt vears after the war” he was st a trade school
in Loz «nreles. (Unidentified newspaner article uatelimd Koscow § Sept 59, cited
in DEA-65069 of 21.1. 6k, in ERS tiles)

19 Dec 195h4. Married Helen SCHO MR, Lorn 1910 in “ussia. (6"\069)

12 Dec 57. Divorce. She residing Los \n,,ele-# with fo r-ye:tr-old daxr‘xter,

l

197€3-1959. At this tine(-l:-d m'obr.oly in the ',‘thole post-war ccriod s0 far)

personzlity claches with sunerioks made it Lipeesible for him to hold Jobs,
In addition to carpenter and shcet metal worker (annarcnt].y his specialties)
he worked as acrobat, draftsman, grocery cleric, etc. (62069)

Early Avpust 1959, Ye deparied lew York on an Brganized. tour to “estern

Evrope and the vooR. (Desp 111). He said taat he paid $965 (65082). He may
have had heln from tho brother with whom he lived, becawse except for his

irrezular workirg income, he had only nis non: ,ion- ,Lh te hin, 310 to wife

Lor :mpuort of ¢hild. {Desp 111)

10 ineust 1959, Entered Soviet !nion at Vyborp,i on rejular sevendday tourist

vige Iacver in wasuington 20 July 1959, On to ieninrrad and voscou the nex
day. {Desp 111)

-

1% Airust 1959. bay his tour provp to catraln l'or Leningrad, there to

board tnz ELLIINA for Lomdon. Ee suddenly decided to star in lozcouw, fallad
sno rup al the station, ard canceled ship reszrvations through inturist puida.

e had no comwunist sympathies or i.eolo: ical lranir.ps teward the U283, and

“shad no grievances against the US, -“xov" ht he cruld get 1 pood Job in the 3U
‘though afnitied had no friends there and kneu mthirg of country, pecple, or
language. (£8059)

i

18 fupurt 1959 and the follewinn tca davs. .,polfe about his decisien to

other Americans in the not.el re°tw angd, elsevhere! bu‘ dld not -a-'te home
about ii. (Lesp 111), 2 -. : .

- PPN L

::."-' K .
27 i-:zﬂ:st 1950, Ee mentioned his’ *ntékttion ir casual canversation with

3 resigent &0 aricrn correspondent; w‘\o sugrestad he 1rxfor': the -&1::!:. {Cesp 111)

29 Awenst 1*":9. e visited the Ecbassy and was interviewed Trr two hovrs

B irF.ar, Jite the correspordent slso piesert. Gove Win rasran Sinoeanting
o ste-, Lald had telen imitiative kpzszexesssk asicliy hotel manscer and
saterist [ride how he feovld sta”; no one had irdveed or Lﬂ';x'emcxi. Lpon

' 'm-‘. - ”z.,/—am,/ 35¢
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febg aivice ¢ an drefta) BVIir Lo e o wevictopay viies Lovic? eltie '
i bt Rad wae et orent Y, JiE11 hed retera s =y alaeticimic but
5 rirdeally evt of moneyf, wilch hw e tald Taturist - ide; ol werried bow ¢

A
garne cxmected inwdiate Uaviet res-onee to hic fob mrarest. Tie 2itfalls axd
axploitation posribilitics were exrlained to him but he diszisced as cloikeani-
darcrer, $°1¢ had heard timet chanying in US3R. Ue was jiven rame and teloshone
maber of faerlean Catholic triest in limccow, «hio srbsegrontly telied with him.
#e was rational, lerical, serious, ron-a cressive, but,insisted on renouncing
citizenship and defecting. {Desp. 111) |

29 ™urvst 1959, He went ahead ard sent the letter 'to the “urreme Soviet.
e did not keep » cony bub teld AmErb it included five 'srccific poinis as spe-
cified by Inturist pvwide: 1) DPCB, 2) nanes and addresses of relatives, 3) his
property and bank accounts (none); U his skills, education, and work record;
and 5) 4is moral, iceolorican, and {illesidvle) reasers for wanting Soviet cit-
izenship. Wouldn*t say what he had written under 5) or whether he had sald
anything.agairst the LS. (Desp. 111) P ’
» 2 Zeptenber 1959, iie came to the 3mbassy, turneé in his passport, told of
sending tae leticr to the Suprene loviet, snd indicated he iad mol charred his
mird. Snyder apain explaimed the irrevecaiility of remncintion and vihen Feb-
rulli said he unferstood sericusness, asied him to corme back in the afternoon
whea Onyder werld Le pregared to adninister the oath of remunciatien. 7%his
was done, {Desp. 111) '

. 5 Zentember 195%. He told several roonle that he Z2lt "rorally snd econ-
onfcally at pomz in the 2ovied Union® ... rany jobe in recent years in US ard
not hagny there. #£BAs£28£%3z Hob bitter a-alinst U3, tui just liled SU better:
people not in a hurry and not nervous surecks; ha thousht ther were tryim to de
thints right in the U, {(63069) 1

. |

‘B Sentesver 1959, e exw to the Lrtassy to reguast a uritten statenent
of his citizensain status for ie doviet avtrhorvities. When told édassy werld
infora him as soon as Jdtate inforned thes, he switched to qrestions re visa
recuiremsnts for enterine US. he felt Jevs civirmg hin rucaround becanse no
acknenledrement -of his letter or repeated job reguests. llentioned he without
noney or friends, no sneak ™usgian, etec. which Zhacd all dHeexn pointed ont %o him
a few da's beflore., Immmdéimielz 5till no Scviet rrese edploitation known to
pbassy and no appreich to the “mbassy about him. He still at Hotel Liraina,
at Soviet expense but left 4o his own devices. Lrb ozinad this night indicate
Sovs undecided what do with hin or do net think hin good iexmloitation neterial,
Yo evidence of prevocaticn or entrammernt, tut Sovs havz deliberately freilitate:
his sctions: mernitted hin overstay visa, encourcved aln threryh Inturist guide
to segek cisizenship from lupreme Soviet; and allowed his rermain at Liraina en
credit. Petrulli reswained nert and rativrnal throvph all three moebings at
Exy, Irmrsediately alter this interyiey at b, he told Awrican correspondent
he fust wanted tc go hore. (Desp. 111):. AAiS was prebably what cae out in
Kashinrten Post on 9 Sept:.said he liad Cori¥stupid thing to renounce US cit-
izensniy in nopes of deviet ... wanted o home ... had rensunced U5 citizenship
because of "too many contradictions® in the Aerican war of life ... would
decling with thanis even 1o they now oliered nin foviet ¥isigenship ... chanre
of mind nowt due o dizillusionment with U but because no frisnds or relatives
to look cut for him as at nome. {68069) " :
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1. Jentemler 173%, On ths éate n'\u- il t‘l “oviet c¢oficlal told
him (w reaponre 1o 1" letter regrestin 'Loviee t.‘.;us‘i.r) that e sheuvld
have applied at the ZovEmd kashing ton; manager of lidzina Jotel told him he
wauld have fo vsoale the prenises by 18 ‘ocpte:.bcr; ard both told hinm to re-
trieve his rassport fren the Amsrb or get scme ki of tr7vel docus=nt fros
them, oecause he had to leave. Els brother had-seat hin 3300, (63069)

! i

15 Sentember 1959, He arrcared ai Ar®mb as told sbove ulumt\m. (68069)
1

19 September 1959, According to DBA-S0069 he applied for an em.rz;mcy
passvort on this date;, but it seems lilely that he mist have applied for it
on the 15th or scme date in letucen, becavse a heshirngton Post article—of 19
Se-tember {cited in 68069) renorted that his US citizenshin had alreagdy been
returned to him, since State had declared him legally 1ncouoetent- sara
arpeared in kY Times of 19 Sept. He declared himself "luckiest guy in the
world®, His serious mental condition further confirmed by ex-wite, who said
he a very sick man slternately wonferftl and terrisle.
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SURJICT: FITRILLL, Risdalsa : !

axa FENELLS, Meolise ;
wjm,.mnum,mamsmam;um«
mmamsm,wmm.msuwumummusm :
feopits balzg eavilonsd by en Badepey effielal, &bleet fnatsted thal be wished

%9 Fenoussoe blse lmsiisac eltisensdip. !ou“hmudvu\m [ fe 3 Y cunu
for and thonghd bo would de alls o made o boiter Miving in ©a) eswnlry,

o Wuumorm“mAMmduMcm)&pw
m.up.

m,w.uwm‘buwwmc

Sehjcot vas bern o h:-da.yu, Bew Yook, om 13 h&a-.av 152, ef Itallaws
bors porecte. Fe wao & edwet-metal votksy 'annys' resa, den Yarz, v kad
Semm divarced, in Deveabsy 1957, from Bls Swuden-toh wifs, shou 2o pad Smrwisd
in Decesrer 195, end by viem be Pas & daurhier, B JBh Pererisily eeTmi? dn
the Upited F3aes Aly Feres, during Ymrld bar 11y el was dlscturyed s veteher
S, sfter walarpeday trcstannt a0 a pental M.a.. s guberqametly had

_ peyehlatrie em; wuls ilvisg in Califorala,

Sudjest ebtalised o pacsport on @ Sue 1997, tors'wmﬂtdy o Lplend
and Busela)y ahteded (s (WL of Vibosg, Crem Pinlewd, on 10 duwed 1559, co e
rasilar peven-lsy toariol #isep end czund &enu:.m u & Searist, én il Augwsd
1557

After rescumcion Me Jesvicas cliiseamip ea } :wwim-)s‘; o lopt yo
aprared at P dmerisen ey en B Sevteaker 139, slatine 8w4 "he folt Use
Boviata wars plviag hin tbe e avowsd ol that ke Zod ohergsd X3 mimd ecd
wizted ¢ roleia hiz United Ltates 4l03150a0iip and yet o2 bz, Do Soviats
bed ropertedly sdvised Suijeat thad U9 sbtaln Suvist eliizessiog, Be swoald Wwve
2 otaip %o Yartingtan, P Cop awd grply ab the Sevist wdewry UHre., ACCSISLAS
0 8 foasign ewrvisce dlasish fyom deedtu, there wao B0 evidens of plenaed
Sevict prowcsetios o extrwsemoly but 4ie Somh;g_tmgum kis sotiome
¥y mnowiogly serrdtiing ks 40 overstey Rda visa, smsouraging Saroezh Min Ine
Cowrish geidéd to eendd his aitisenslip epplisailen %0 Lw SHupwems Sevlat, and
mmmummmmu.mm

e rtate amrbﬂr.* rulad Umi .ab'oet'a aumounl remseistien 87 his

" tatted “¢ates clileenahip wne notL & lonuy cougm bard m, ane Lo wis v &

eavemsy paserert for tho United dtates. fis retusred o hia boms in Mew e,
on 2 Jeptesber 1399. s
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eLarateh, of 9/11/5% Infuramtion regardiaz &o lect's sb-
taledin 3 nacyprrd o faturm $0 the Ln..’.od ,um. 15..'-. L
format.os refarilng hig retamn buwa, 12 fran Bow luvh 3l
pouspper arhiolae
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FETRULLI, Nicholas
Date of Birth: 13 Pebruary 1921 =t Brooklyn, K.Y,

Educations Highschool ' |

M)itary Services USAF during World War II; dumrgod 1945 after
m:hrgolng treatment in a mental hospital.

Marital Statuss Divorcod. Decembor 1954 married & ‘hushn—born girl,
in December 1957 divorced herj one child, & giri.

g
|
|
i

oz Wy

o Professiony Sheet-metal vorker o
Date of Defestions August 1959 |

-

Potrulld loft his faufly in the U.S., traveled abroad on & two-ueek trip.

Ha entared ths Sovist Uzlon on & rogular meven-day tourist viea on 11 August.
On 28 Auguat bo notified the U3 fabasay that he vishod to give up his dmorican
citizenship. When guestioned by a strenger, be did pot know why hs truveled

to the Sovist Union, what he planned to do there, how he plamnsd to support
himself, and why, spocifically, he desired to renounco bis American citizenship.

'
N\

& lheet-mui vorker, Petrulli had a history of mental ilinoss. Ho changad
his mind about dofecbing just before tho Soviet Union refused hia citizenship.
(desh. Bvening Star 26 Nov 59) i

Ha bad turned in his pagsport to the U.S. Embassy, pscow. Tho Stats Desparte

ment ruled that his attempted rermnciation was not a lognu,y compstent aot. L
. . Subsequently, the Srbassy issucd bhim a passport valid only for return to the '
! United States. He recomived a Soviet exit visa less than 2 hours befors his ’
: ) plane left Moscow on 21 September. He has pince been living with a brother '
in Vallay Stress, Long Island.  (Now York Times 20 Oct 59) : :
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?/ PEIRULLY, .'Moho'llu. S - |
Dats of Births ea 1921 i
Flaos of Births Udb .
Date of Dofections ~sumuer i959 ‘
i

Potrulll laft his fumily in the U.S.y travelod to the Soviet Union and -
stated that he wished to give up hie American ciunnahip. Yhen qusstioned;
he 4id pot know why he traveled to Pussia, what he planned (o do there,

how he planned o support himself, and why, specifically, he desired to
rooounce his American eitiszenship. (DBP—-MZ’IJ. 29~Jan 60)

A sheot-metal worker, Pstrulli had e bistory of nant.nl ilinsss. Ha
shanged his mird about doteot.ing Just before the Sovist Unlon refusoed
hia oitissnship. {Yaah. Evening Star 26 ¥ov 53]

- He bad turued in his passport to tbe U;S. &aba:zy, Mosoow. Tha State
* Departmant zuled that his atlempted reminciation was not & lemally
competent act. Subsequently, tho Pmbassy issued him & passport valid
only for roturn to the Unitod Siates. Heo received a8 Soviot sxit visa
loss thaa 2 hours befora his plene loft Mpsoow on 21 Saptember, Ho has
gincs been living with a bxvthor in Valloy Straam, long Island,
(Hew York Times 20 Oct 59!

. \
. i

Thy ouly 71 trec~3 on any Bitolas gotrulil is T Silmd? manber of

Secco=Unnzitti Qemmundst iurty Club, his rasidares (3% Carsistophar St

24 Yook City . .

co (237232502, 3uut 59
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1 PETRULLI, Nicholas
éNicolina PETRULIA
Defected August 1959

|
i
I
|
The following inforzatina is SECRRET .
{

"¥hile t.-raveung in the USSR as a tourist

in the surmcr of 1959, Nicholaa PE.‘I'RU‘I-LI
appe:u'cd at the United States Einbassyi.in
Foscow on 28 August 1959 and 1nforn\ed;
Masw officials that he wished to rémain
in the USSR. On 3 September 1959 he exscuted
an oath of renunciation of his Amrica"‘n
citizenship and stated that he had applied
for Sovict citizenship. On & Septembe:r 1959
PERTULLI returned to the U, S. Emba.ssyl“ and
stated that the Soviets were "giving him a
run around” an.d' that he wished to reta‘iin his
Amorican Litizenship. He was given a one-way
Passport to the United States and returned to
his homs in Hew York on 22 Seplember 1959. A

sheet metal worker by profession, PETPULLI “30"

R T SR I G T TR

born in Brooklyn, New York on 13 February 1%;1’}5 (Q\l
Go\\e v

of Italian-born parents. He had been divo&gg‘
in December 1957 from his Russian-born yrifeA
whom he married in December 1954 and by “whom
he has a daughter. Duriné World War II :PETRULLI
aerved in the United Statea Air Force and
received a diacharg;rin'iﬂé after undergolng
treatment in a menta.l hospital. He subsequently

had psychiatric care while living in Cal#{omla.

e ow
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peyehiatrie care, while living in Califoranis. ;

. one-way passport for the Uuiud ..um.

4
sumx:'n‘-\ £TiUL {, Klcholas
aka PETRUula, bicolina

Subjeot, a tourist in Russia, sppoared at the American. lubassy in Hoscow
on 25 Augnat 1959, indicating that he wiched to remain in the Sovist Ualon.
Fespite baing caulicnad by an Fmbassy official, Subjoot imsisted that he wighed
to rendunce his Americar citizenship. He said he Liked what the USSK standg
for and thought he would be able to meke a better living in tl"u gountry. He
executed an cath of remuncistion of his Lmericen ciunnahip on 3 s.ptanbor
1959, and stated that be bad applied for Soviet eitisenship. , v

= - Eubjcet was born in Erooklyn, Rew York, on 1‘3 February 1921, ‘of Italhn--
bern parents. lie was a rheet-notal worker 4{n Valley Streanm, liew York, who had .
beon diverced, in Decembar 1957, from his Ruzsisn-born wife, vhom he hnd mrled
in December 15%h and by whom he hos a daurhter. Subject reportedly served in
the United Ftatles Alr Force, during Yorld kar iI; and was ditc arged in votober’
10L%, aftor undargoin:- trmatpent in a montal hospital, Mo subanuo‘ltly bad

fubject obtained a mssport. on 2 June 1555, for a two—uce:c trip to tneland
and Hucgls) calersd tho UbS. ot Vilorg, from vinlend, on 10 Ausuet 1959, on a
repulay seven-day teurist visa; and entored Lepin-rad as & tourist, on 11 August

1959. ' | ;

After renouncing bls Amorican citicenship on 3 teptamber 1999, Subject re-
svpoared at the American aagssy on 8 Septertar 19%%, stating that he feli ths
Soviets were giving bhim the mm around and that he had chan ed his mind and
vished ¢o rotain his United ftates citizenship and return hcm. 1he Sovieis
had renortedly advised u:ject that to obtain Soviet ciuzenzhip, he would have
to return to Washington, U. C., and ajply at the Soviet Embassy thsre. accerdins
to a forelgn service dispatch from livsocow, there was no evidance of plarnud
Seviet provocation or entrapmonts but the .-oviota had facllitated his avtions :
by kmowingly permitting him to overstay his viea, encourag.ng through his In- ;
tourist guide to send his oitizenship application to the fupreme toviet, ard
allowing him to muain on oredit at a deluxe hotel. ’

. The :tate Departmont ruled that Subject's attecpted renuncistion of his
United Ctates eitizenship was not 2 legally competent zct, and be was given a
Ho_retupmd to his howa in Kow York,

. -;_,,,:.-r*—ru(
Y .

on 22 Sontexber 1959,
arin

[’Be above information is largoly taken frod o Iorelgn sorvice
dispateh, of §/11/59. Inforrmaticn regarding Subject's ob-
tainine a passport to return %o the United States, and .'gn-
formation reganting his vetwrn home, 12 from Now York Tinmcs
newspepor articles. . ‘




