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* SUBJECT: “American Defectors to the USSR

L, The attached material was part of a soft file entitied
"American Defectors to tie USSR ", which was set up by SR/6 -
(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR components s,
until ca, 1963, The compilations wére derived {rom a variety
of sources, and contain both classified and overt data, ’

2. In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over to Cl
Staff, In most instances, basic information was then abstracted
) ; for the US Defector Machine Program, In all instances in which
g the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort,
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 file, along with
a copy of this memorandum,

’ 3. It is suggested that any dissemination of this data should
" be coordinated with SB Division and with CI Staff (CI/MRO}, in
- view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
disseminations have already been made through the US Defector

Machine Program,

Orig - CI/MRO

1- RID/FI
l1-SB/RMO

1- CI/R&A
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WEBSTER iobert Edwar , 201-2688472
23 Cetober 1928, Tiffin, vhio
Plastics expert; iani Co. exrleye

411 entries through lay 1962 come fron 201 unless othervise oted,

Circa 6«1l Farch 1959, He made preliminary trip to ~oscew in connection
with planniny tne ftand exhibit for next summer's U.l. fair, -

Circa 3 llay - late June 1659, Lecord trip %o Hoscow to helo set up the
Rand exhibit. w~ent steady wiin vera PLI TOUDVA, married, hostess at Hotel
Ukraina/corrector for a Coviet corresnendence school's krnglish lanfuage de-
partment/inglish teacher at Medical Institvte. JShe aiways met hia ocutside
s0 that colleajues would not lmow she datin American, but somebody knew
- because she ustally had to rejuest permission to take evening off - ard she
alweys got it. Alsays had the taxi leave her near bvi not at her home, and ;
allowed nothiry morc than one kiss; at end of evening. He told her his wife -
didn"g-_ understand him, etc., snd that he wonld come baci to lloscow and marry -
her, Her name also rerorted s Vera ivanovna IVCHERKD, probably her maiden- =%
nane, ohe night possibly be identical with Vera PLOTIIKOVA, reported in 5
00-3-3,1L0,059 of 2l usept 1555 (SH/0S/5I0) as a 20=-yesr old elevator eperstor’
at the Ukraina; she became very friendly with the source's wife (Fussian- -
speaking) but acked her not to show friendliness in public, met her elsewhere
to tadk, snared confidences, spoke poor to fuir bnglishy! .

3 July 1959, His third trip to the UICR. ke had about six pieces of
luprare, crammed with nylen hese, Ella Fitzper+ld records, coples of U.l.
marazines, etc., #nd several boxes of books, but "he did not take heavy

o @
clothing because he felt this mi;ht look susplcious® §11 He had no trouble
whaitsoever with Loviet custons, ind he went out with Vera on his first night
back.

Circa 11 -Relv 1959, He joined two hiph “oviel exhibit officialc at
their Testarrant table at the fair and told then s wanted to defect. Zhey
arranred meetin: fed days later with covernment refrcsentisive POPOY and
SHISHKIN - {ar dinner 3t Praga La favorite tGB ham_',out}. 5S¢ F

POty
—

Circa 15 July 1959, Urnder inflvence of vodka avd food at Praja, wrote
letter to cuprem: .oviet requesting stay as Soviet citizen, P.20V saild not
to tell snyone, since ansver xipht take a while, Uawe him guestionnaire te
take back to hotel ancd fill ovt: blog plus reasons for defection.

1l Avrust 1559, Sent his wife a telegram saing hed sold 100 units,
which untrue. -

Jurust 1959. More meetincs in private rooms at nico restaurants. The
coviels impresced on him thit i he stayed he covld never leave, uestioning
included debri.fin~ by two chemists to ses if he really'covld nake the spray
gun (for plastic coating jobs) denonstrated at Rand exhinid:; jokes aboub
bu_ ing him instead of pun, .

i

Late Auv-ust 1559, Wife cabled hinm asking if he coming brex, Lhe wanted
to know so that cne could decide urether to put the children into usual
i d scitool (if he comirg: hore) or nove to her wents' home .ani vt then in
school there {if e not). lie £3bled to (o ahead anu oui them into vsual

schoole.
o s 8T } . - 4 ~ ‘,_,,”
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2 le e 2900, DOICV b hin ot etropcl reotaurant and old hiw he
had been Accopied. <his was jJust after closine of falr ane three cays tefore
Rard rroun to leave for hore, P asxed where he would like %o work and when
® sald iogcow informed hin 1t wovld be lenincrad. (W later tole ., hand
arx Gonsul Lnyder that he had been offered work in many cities.; V reguested
a vaca*iony peardzd, leeting with POPOV and JHIUNW'TN on subway stepss
arranrememts for W to get away from Rand [roup without beirmg noticed.

10 ~entember 1959, Sent to lenlnprad with interoreter Volodya tseg also .
Riceiarcelll case] . Slven 1000 old rubles and promi- ed more. et by Aleksey
of Inturist in leningrad. Lept changing hotels so that farc ;roup couldnd
pet him, Had lelt note saying planned travel arcund ISR tefore returning,
but they snelled a rat and were trying to locate him ampwsy. Voledya stayed
there with him; went sightseeing, applicd for job at ienincrad Icienmtifie .
Research Institute. He was allowed to call Yera, who came right up and brought

the rest of his bagrage; affair began.

Circa nid-Vctober 1959. ZHeturned to +oscow,

1€ Uctober 1959, ¥F4 called LS Embassy to say that W had assumed Soviet
citizenship.

17 October 1959. Confrontation meeting at toscow OVIR, with Hand and
Smyder pregent, Lewspaper re.ort said it was esotional scese at smbassy and
tnat « mx said he had not vet received Coviet passport, bur this orobably
wrong., True story seems be that W =i, ned expatriation form, kezt his U.S,
passnoct mevertheless (on pretext that he didn't have it with ndiw, nééh he
reslly did), amd followed Joviet inctructieons in tellins OSryaer trat he had
received loviet passport on 21 Septenber (wiich he hadn't}, hac celected
for political reasons (which he didn't), etec, Accordins to infomation in
CI/5IG files, Snmyder said that the only discrepancy betwaen w'3 swry and
Embassy's facts was that he seemed horestly i norant of two plwome calls he
supposedly made to Hand office in .wscow. ‘e said he might nave zuthorized
then to ve made in his neme. ilote that both calls purporteslr received
Uy twnd's Soviet emoloyee Galina Ivanovna (SDNTKIATIA wanile she alone in office.

Cctober 1959, & Vashineton Post article of 21 fay 1962 gaig that he
chanred his nmid after only three ronths in the LSl and wert to the Embassy
for & ... reentrr permit, but thet it ves trrned down and ne had to wait a
year to reasply. | In the licht of olher rencrts, this seems thorovghly
garbled and to be‘disregarded,]

Ci-ca 18 Uctober 1959, Irnmddiately or shortly after the confrontation
meetin’, he anu Jera took off for a vacation in Lochi.

1!, lovember 1559, The «ew York Times wrote that he hac written his
parents ne was plamning to marry a soviet girl.

Circa 18 bxtmbrexd¥ lovember 1959, After a month in Sochi, ne and Vera
retvrned to cebile in “enin’rac. vera was uis assirtant and transiastor, and
ing to Rard (_how woulo e know ?‘J’ she ot about 20C0 r:bles a month,

accordl
He was assigned to make the spray gun, at a salary of 2 00 a nontn plus
senl-unnual bomus of 500=(00 rublesy this was equal W the salary of the
caief ~ Lab <5 where he werred, YHis onlr duevnent =as a siin fro GAIR
seying that he had aprlied for 2 -essport. They lived at woncratevskiy
Expsnerkzxmreverizzg Frospekt hovss €3, mt 18, Lenin rad k=37, = t-ree-roon
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apart=eni with bath.
Lete Decerber 1959 or early va~ ary 1560, leceived loviet internal
“ DASEDOT L. .

27 Jamary 1960, Heceived & Lecenber letter fron his father telling hin
his nother now In mertal hosnital because of his defection and reminding
him of resnonsibility for his ehiliren, ete. ie deciced go hom 't told no onee

3 varch 1960, He wrote father asiimr help to retrrn home and asking
why kIr fatner aadn't replied to his S February letier {which the father had
never potten),

13 and 1€ Barch 1960, He wrote his father that the farily should come
isit T Ththe 1o X, oot this time hand advised the fathor to get w's

phone mumber so th-t they covld telk to hinm,

s ' 1 4oril 19A0. Rani rerorted receivin & wire fron @ riving his phone
in Lenligrac as G-23705. 3his was paone at lab, where fyther calloed hin 2 Apre

€ anril 1960, % wrote his father that he would be in Foscow for the

May LR, celc.rations and would el at the Zmassy. ke fult certain of re-
traing to e L. . and told father not to core visit hia sfter all,

24 Arpil 140, Hard telephonsd ., who cenlliraed desire return U.S.

Cmwar 1970, Volodya har srran ed invit-iion for ¥ anc Vera to !oscow
At

-, o h
varade, 4.2, went, ho wntion Porerc,.

bola 1,50, He visited Uee. L -£su¥, M ale nct caallenged by oviet
quards .eca-se of American a--=earsz-ne, JrgUer told his how go sbout petting
exit visa. Information in CI/5I3 7' les adds that b said at this interview
that he had recently made = cpeech t3 8 large avdiencs on wiy he left the
5. Claims sa‘c nothing derogatery to U.l. ‘as tolu spesch recorded for

fture radio usa,
£ da 19€0, He wrote father re--estirng invitations recessary for Loviet
. --—-:'rr——w . > . "
exit mTATE, Told Vera w10 Mab £irciM was "ot an aunoyed®, Vera, six
ranths prngaent, had to avcrove ! axit rejrest, wWalen she did, pocsibly
assuning it weulentt boe pranted anray,

1. .av 150, Eand was back in iozcow anc shoned b,
17 Julv 17%F0D, Father sent, m4henticated invitation letters.

26 July 1570, 7 arcte [~tacr cetals of la Day trip. ~till no mention
of Feuors, tiotrn 4w had tole oress all atout freeze{cmsed by U=2)unich
he ranointo when Mo lefY the LILL Ly car in June 1560,

30, Davpater Svetlana born, « sdopted her a f2w days later,
d°d not intend ta 1av= eera becov:se he fas not divorced

13 s

expiaininy’

Wife,

y
freo bds fies

4 nad conpletes ever tain for exit acrlication. from
s clizaticn & ; ~r 1-ter, Vera was more attenbive ta him
i
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Jeteber 1940, Exit pernit denied,

o fenmer 191, . and Vers vacaticned at beach near dira. Vera roceived
final divorce fyom firat husband,

Muevst 196], Y amde cecond exit a~plication,

2A Febtrvary 1962, This was the date U received exit permii, according
to w3t latner toir nande (Ci/SIG files)

-

¢ tareh 1952, ¥ wrote parents that he did not hsve much money saved
and =T, 0T neeo 1C for :tascow stay. (CI/5IG) | .

€3 Harch 1567, Clevel-nd Plain lealer article said that when he last
@rote laalldy be had job in dostovecn-uoh, also Y.trte opt xxkbxbmooos
aides said in aasiiny ton tooay that shis i3 the first case of its ximd in
waich the “ussians have gronted an exit visa". !Tals inaccurate: 'w was
v never even in Rortov-on<bon so far as is known, aid QOswald for om had alreagy
been granted an exit pernit, {C1/1IC)

2l Sarch 1962, it work, talnking aboul to leave.

Mav 1942, Ya was met by no one uvon arrival in Foscow, Jepeired to small
hotel w.ere oresented note from Vera asking for chsap room. ne hed nct learned
any Huesian,

1% & 197, Traded ~oviet internal passport for exit passport, at OVIR,

i ¢ ) veamiile ran out of money. vera semt “im cone from ~enin rad,
§
Later in Ilay, Received woney and nlane ticket {ron fether. dAeturned

Vera's loan plus extra, via LP corresmondent,

{ 20 Jav 1982, Arrived in U.2, under alien guots. coxtensivel; debriefed
by CIA, i, elc. sych assesement that-he unenctional, not the type to
lesrn fron’ewmoerience, thouhtless of ateEx others® feelinps, mirht be boupht
off by Joviets if in need, -
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fcteber 1940, Exit pernit denied.

“ fommer 1951, . & Vers vacaticned at heach ncar Rra. Vera roceived
final a'i\-a:-c'e'mm first husband,

st 1961, 'V ande second exit a-plication,

26 Tetroare 1962, This was the dato 3 received exit perzit, according
to shat fatler toid sand. (Ci/SIG files)

< larch 1962, ¥ wrote parents that he did not hsve much momey saved
and =10t neca 1t for itascow stay. (CI/SIG)‘, :

73 HBarch 1567, Cleveland Plain lealer article sald that whes he last
“rote lanly he had fob In Hostov-cn<lon, alse " tite Lopt zxtbriwooe
. aldes said in aasiington today that ghis is the first case of its xind {n
wiich the “ussiany have gronted an exit visa", ! Tals inaccurate:s hs was
rever even in flor tov-on-Uon so far as is known, aid Oswald for om had alresgy -
been granted an exit pernit, {CI/IIC) ‘

£h fareh 1962, uit work N tnlnkiné gboul to leave,

day 1962, He was mst by no one uron arrival in Moscow, “ersired to small
hotél wiere nresented note from Vers askine for cheap room. fe had net learned
any” Russian,

18 (& 1960, Traded ~oviet internsl passport for exit passport, at OVIR,
¢ ) Fearmanile ran out o money, Yera semt “im sone from “enim rad,

Later in av, Received money and slane ticket from father. Seturned
Vera's loan plus extra, via UP cérres~wndent,

20 Jav 1982, Arrived in U. . unfer alien quots. =axtensively debriefed
by CI&, i1, elc, Isych assescment that-he unenactional, not the type to
learn from’evrrience, thourhtless of xomEx others® feelinrs, xirht be bourht
off by Jcviets if in need, .
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Handwriting sazple of Vers Ivanova PLATOHOVA , M,é. Rkt Sdnron
RERN W 717 et anuny
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