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Tez aszzassination
- Cvers kaodledge of .S, Govaroment involvemens
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Apsreazh to Tridillo by Gereral Clark !
Oreration lan S T T
State zsks Farlzod 47 he could engineer 2 coup

Farlzand replies that e could « ¢« o o« = ¢ s « = o s = o = = + & o -
Farland says the dissidents aneed guas
The U.Z. 15 prepared tc assist in overthrowizg Trujillo
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Bubot=om asks waat coiper rifles be supplied the dissidents .

Acting DCT approves air drop of 12 e e e s . 3

Spezial Group approves small arms for < ]

RV C0S e3ks that cne wezpon coe : e e e e . H

; K Tearborn learns of plan o 33

( et asys for sutmacniine guns e e e .. 3

) Dearborn asks for three J8-caliber pists 3 3 '
The plot %0 kill Pruoiille at his misiress e . . . . 36

COS protess restrictiion oz pouching weapons 35
-

H3s guidance cexl= on policy and objectives . .« . ¢ v s ¢ o = = - & 37 ;
Station asks perwzission to pass thvece carbiznes to dissidentis 3t
Hqs a&pproves 7assing CArbiDBs . 4 4 4 4 o o e s v s e 4w .4 o oo s ko
Tne cervines are passed to the dissidenis k3
Raguest for pouch waiver ref pouching sumpachine guas . .« « « ¢ & » 'S4
Sutmachine guns pouched ko

Pleag 7rom dissidents that submachine guns be passed to them . . . . L2
-Egs informs thke station not repeat not 10 pass submachine guas . L3 i

o5t-Bay of Pigs StemAdour 2able o . . . v i 4 e e e e e e e e e s by :
Staticn acknowladges receipt of sutmaciine gums -
Draft cable {no% sent) aprproving relesse cf sutmachine guns . . ... &7
State Departuens disapproves passing surimacziin2 guns
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Tre vhereabouts Of ihe ihres CRroiNeS o o w o o o o o o o & & & 5 . B

Special Group confirms rot passing submachize guns to dissilents 5 )
Ste dissidents' instica plans 2re TITm v v v v o v 4 e e e e . D P
U.S. policy co=es cnioze assassinaiticon 5 !
Tearber and . r0ies e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e B ‘

Critic lio. 1 cz

Vice President Joonson asxs apout arms d2li7@ry « o o o o o o o s e §
Discovery of U.3. involverment with assassinaiion group i
Recevitulation o7 srms passed or consicered for passing . . - « o . {
The potivations of the assassias . H
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- about ten p.n. ca tre night or 30 iMay 196, c
L *
custen to visit one of B
abcut cace & week. Cn most of his travels he rode in a Carysier
. !
with bullei-preof zlass and w<zn security guards ridingz in accompanying {
, cars. &g departed from this practice on his pericdic trips to San !
ristotal end substituted a hizaly stere0Tyred patiera of acticn:
Y after his nightly walk, he dirmissed his companions: ckhanged into a
khald uniform; aad set cut for San Cristorel in an unescorted 1957 '

. Chevrolet, always driven by the sare chauffeur. ;

On tke night of the slayin the Chevrolet was intercepted on
&3 X} P

,1( — . . . . .

. a four-lace highway on the outskirts of Cludad Truiillo By efzht

% armed assassins in three cars. Trujillo vas killed by gunfire, end :

@ his body was removed from ihe scere by the assassizs. Trujillo'’s : -

:‘ i chauffeur vas seriously wounded, was left behind by tze essassins, ;

A and survived. All of the assassins escaped from the scere. Cne was

B never caught and was eventually granted amnesty. Two wers killsd

N . . N

. " while resisting arrest. Troe others . .were arrested, confessed, .

. and were later exescuted before ccaing to trial. About eiznt or nige

¥ e . . ~ et At : £ of

: otrers, wno were in on or Imew o the plot but did not per-icizate s

W ’

- in the gectual assassiration, were %ill=3d while in custedy, walle

9 resistirg arrest, or by suicide to avoid a-rest and torture. : !

& . {

i ¥ i

¥ N (ote: wWe uce tze term "ploiilers” to refer to all of those involved :

i & g in this attespt to overthrcw Trujiilo. "issassing™ refers tke :

Fi S szall group that acstually did the killing. : :
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Taere were reporis in Cluded Trejillo at e time tnut the
.S. Consulate Y128 been {n scme wn: fnvolved witn the wlotters.
J P
Bventually, after the sur /iving plotters were granted amnesty,

many of the details care cut, or—an Gall, a reporter with the

issue of 13 April 1963. Excerpts follow:

The assassination of the Dominican Republic's Bafael L.
Trujillo was carried out with essistonce from the US Central
Intelligence Agency. Arms for ihe May 30, 1861 slayirg of the
69-year-old dictator on a tonely siretch of highwavaiear his
caplial were smugzl=d by tne CIA into the country at the
request of the assassins.

The CIA began shipping arzs to the Dominicen Perublic in
late 19501 followizng a series of tmlks between US Conmsul Henry
Dearborn, Chief Political Offfzer John Barfield of the L3
Consulate, and Luis Aciama Tio. Also involved in the plot was
Antonio Imbert, who bad been Covernor of Porta Plota province.

&3 Trujillo’s political and financial problems deepened,
talks continued between Learvon, Barfield apd lesders of the
anti-Trujillo conspirzcy. Toward the end of 1950, contact was
established between Amizem and a CIA agent who . . . vas
mamed Plato Cox.

L4

The key link betwveen the assassins and the CI4 in toe amms
shirments was'a long-time American eivilian resident of Ciudad
Trujillo, Lorenzo Berry, otherwise known as "Winpy," who operated
a8 supernarxet in a fashionable neighborhcod where Trujiillo also
lived. ™Wimpy" was put wnder brief arrest after the #11ling bub
was later allowed to leave the country. .

The weapons vere imported in small rarts, to bz assembled
later by the plotters, onmong the rousine grocery siaiiments for
the supermsarket arriving regularly in the capital's port. The
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'Meded weapcas were alveadj in. tpe rands of

'»pushi.g or instiza S.n.g. -sterlin 1ike ¥ing, recalls that the

'4.

cun. nart: enzered the Repudlic In aolakliy- —a*"nd Tood. cans,
watch were later turned over to t..- ¢0n5pirators. '

: Plans 2= tae ip*ended asusassination were worked out duriz:g,
the same-perlod:-in.wilch the abortive a2ssault.on Cuba was. bei
prepared. Ecwever, when tre CIA-crzanized April 17, 1961, -
invasion at tze Bay of Pigs failed and world attention was’
focused on Waskington's cc:nplicit:r in that cperation, a post-
ponement of the attemdt on Trujilleo's life was ordered because

. of tre e:nbar:-a.»sme-;," a..ouner such failure might cause the
.U’xit,ed ota*.eo. .But tke ovder to hold up ceme too late. The

Py

the conspirators;
who refused ap:)eal.: Yy Déarborn and Barrield to édelay the
as.,assination. They insisted oa moving at the first opportunity.
This came on May 30, when Trujillo end his chauffeur drove out
into the coumsiry in an uzescorted. 1957 Chevrolet for a

yendezvous at a San Cristotal estate, 1a Pundacion, with
Trujillo's 2)-year-0.d mistress, Mopa Zanchez.

It can te reporied on excalle . authort ty that close
assoclates of the slaizn dictator kaew of the US role within
& few days following the killing.

. Dearborn, Barfield-and Berry kad peanvhile been rushed
out of the Dominican nepubllc, by -US orﬂcials. - o s .
Since the ouster of the Trujillos, Berry’ ™4 iapy™) has
returned to operate his handsomely appointed supermarket,
vhere he greets customers with calm and couriesy, &s ir
Trujillo had-never: iived..

Ve interviewed Richard Bissell (then DD/P), J. C. King (then |

’ ;cmnf WH Division), and J. D. Esterlize (then Chtef of Operations,
I 1 { Division) King recalls the Agenc:,r s "o..e as oeins li.mited to

moni* ring in.,er::al plovting against the Trujillo regime "but. not
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furnishizg of weapons g3 2 . titute

tangible e\r'..en..e of U.5, suppori. 3issell re-e-'a“" the Agpaf‘y

roln .as.t 1ng somem.at movv posi he .3:1 Ana d..s::%b»d by. K.._g

a:xd Esterline. EHe vic':ed the Agency's. role as un.e o" &iving support

to an indigenous group vhsse intended acticn_s were ig the U.S.

terest. Ee described the affair es "= fairly normal cperation

involving meetings, d..sm..ssions, i for=al approvals.” We do not
have firm information as t.o vhether or not any of t.:e weapons
sﬁppiiéd by CIA we‘m:fi_ac.tuaily used in the assassization of Trujillo.
Both Esterline and Kz.ng telieve they vere not. Bissell, . nowever,
has a vague inpressic.n that oae of them was.

The Agency Gfﬁeers oost irmedietely involved with t.he plothers

are nov viﬂelyx scatnewed myﬁo was chief of ‘station

wmtil Oct-ober 1960 {s now retired. _m was chief

of stauon at the ti.me of the assassiration, is ml H

ARy,

vy sz

}resig:}ed in 1964
and is believed to be living :Ln Puerto Rico. mm head-

qua.rters branch chief, is inl ] We eiected not to call

_ back any of these people for interviews. While they might be able




fumish minor details that ape missi'j_'— f frem the written records,
R o
LA

think it. L:lliéelj tf..:t t:e_/.-cu;...l

>

e'to add significantly . ... .
the q_ite co-ple.e re'-cr.i that anpea

s'4n the EMDZED operatiopal
rneé.

Ageqcy activities aime

i a3
T

L

al

2 at replacing the ’““ruJillo regice were , s
assigned the eryptonym EMDIED. Onnt

segment of ZMDIED was known as
_ the cryptonv:n ;o‘ the operation to remove: T*u.jillo by

violent action. We have reviewed the \oluuinous EMDEED Piles. Most

of this account is drawn from them. Many of the more aigniﬁ.cant , . " .

documents wvere not put 1:1 the ZMDEED files but vere kept ina

private file by J. C. King. Ee = ..ade that file availnble to us.

We also have studied another- particularly usefui document. The -

Dominican Military Intelligence Service
investigation of the
of the/Trujillo assassizarion

(sm4) orficer put in charge

was a pavy-lieutenant nased Ortiz.

The Domintean Republic assigzed him to fts embassy in Ottawa in

‘November 1961 when the Trujills family's attempt to regain pover
T fatled.

The  New York field office, of the FBI held exf.ensive
interviews

with him from 6 April through 10 May 1952 The result

WaS a massively—detailed lS?-page report on the plot and on the o . R

assass.:.ation as *'eco..str-vc..ed bj the SIM. f"c:n its 1nterrogaticns : , : L

: of the persons it aDpreh..n.d.ed.
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"a.acer\.ain fro:n the file ....e na.,urﬂ n:d ‘the extent. of U S. support

{the ©T7TD coerationzl Zilcs)
Froo the reco:-d:,& we «ug trace She orlpios ana the course of

U.S. policy with v-eapecc to the ove*ta“o 4 of 'I‘:-aiillo. We also can
of the plctt-fs,‘ including the passing to tiem of wveapons out ¢f the
U.S. Consulate in Ciudad Tvu,jillc. What we cannot discover from toe
ﬁlés, despite quite massive docmn_ation, is how the coup g—oap
was organized. The best single accouat we find, and it is not wholly

accurate, is in a book by Robert Crassweller.* The main flaw in

the story is its failure to identify the individuals with whom the

7.8. ‘Cover-ment was actually working. Excerpts follow:

The nlot was or@nized on the basis of two groups of
conspirators linked together by a liaison that later p"rwed . .
to0o fragzile to bear the stresses laid upon it. Each group : - :
bhad its purpose and its separate personnel.

%he function of the Acuon Group was bo assa:.sinate
Trujillo and immediately present proof of its succes, in
the form of Trujillo's corpse, to the second group, the
Political Group. The latter would then launch a coup,
taking over the machinery of the goverzment and the Armed -
Forces.

The Act‘on Grcup consi"ted o“ eight ren. It appears to

Barreras and Salvador Estrells. . . . . . They were joinéd . U
by Lieut. Azmado Garcia Guerreru, a pezber of the military S
- . corps attached to Trujillo in tre Hational Falace; Antonio h
. - de la Maza, the brother of Octavio de la Maza, who had teen ;
ki]_led b,' the govermsent because of kis iavol vement in the .

= Rouert D. Crassweller, Tn.*f. lio: "'t:e Life end Tizes of a
- Caribbean Dictator {flew Yord: MacMilian Co., 19635)

r\- 1) '

2' ..') Lx
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: have been organized originally bty Geperzl Antonio Izmbert - S R
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. the assassinalion, tie wen of the Acuiocn Group were umable 0

i

i pleznad role. The Actica Group scaitered, leaving 2 ¢xai} as.

" G2 la Maza's car, parked in the garage of Ceneral Tczas Diaz,

" Imbert, who maraged to conceal themselves for moaths until

Gallznl=z case; Fuassar "‘ejed: Rob
Livio Cedans. The elzati member

2
Moza oo, tohe nignt of "'e Z0th and sz2v non

< The "olitical'cm"m bad &a. 1e;s distinct membership. :t
inc_w..c.. Luls Amin=a Tis, Modesto DIaz, Cereral Jusa Tezzs
D‘az, and several others. At the very top it nad the support

£ Gzaeral Doman Farmaszdsz, Scoretary of State for the firmed
forces, and his brotrer 3ibin. . . o = .

¢ The over-all au,;zo—i ty appears toihave centered principally - : _— b
4n Gensral Diaz, n“obanl_{ the only oze wio had sufficieat . : T o
p“es..ie,ﬂ to command authority. . « - - .

“ . 7he Action Group would remain in caily readiness. Wien
inforzation in tke Falace indicated that Trujillo was going
to ¢xrive to Estancia Fuadacion . . . Gercla Guerrerc in the
Palace would inform the others by pe*'scua1 Ees3age. o o o o .

The expected mes&ge from Garcia Guerrero in the Palace
came to the patlent plotters at seven o°clock on the evening
of May 30. They were not fully prerared and coordinated at
this moment, but the emotiomal and izpetuous de la Maza
threatered. to act by himself if the othkers lagged...Ia.any
event, the plan went into execution. . . . . . Each of tkem
bad bhis revolver or pistol, and de la Maza also had his own
saved-off shotgun and two M-l semiautematic rifles. . . . . .

Trhe conspiracy tegan to come apart within an hour. Kever
very professionally conirived, the plot was hastened prematurely ) :
to its culmination by tte impatience of de la Maza, and it : : o]
now afflicted with bad luck and ineptitude. Ixmediately after ’ P T

reach Ceneral Roman. . . . . . S e

The Political Group of the conspiracy rever took up its

wide a3 a boulevard. Trujillo's body was left in the trunk of

wkere the police found it in a few bours. The consplrators: : .
were.all hunted down very cuickly, except for Amiama end o )

the capzar had passed.

& i’]ET
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The FBI report of inte*vievs of or: i:, the Sl’:( investic,ato—

by B

i S

s, Glves an excellent accouat of -rhy tte plot re11 ape t after the -

‘@s8sa ssir_aﬂ.on toox place. Oze ‘of the as..a.,si_s, Perlro Livio Ced=no,

[

was ceriously wousded (probably by fire from his own cowpanions).

R £

~All of the assassins assembled at GCeneral Dinz' h:mse afier the

killing. One of them called a friead, Dr. Pobert Reid Cabral, to

£ treat Livio. Dr. Reid found hizm so badly injured trat surgery would

’; be required. Reid ard two of the assacsins took Li.vio to & hospiial.

B0 While in d.eliri'.m be mmbled the names "de la Maza® and ".Iuan oz
Tomas.” 'me police irmediately pick.ed up two brotkers of Antonio
de la Ham. Reither was personally involved in the plot, but both

knev the detsills and the nemes of most of the assassins. Ceneral

Diaz, Antonio de la Maza, and Lieut. Garcis Guerrero vere killed .

L. resisting arrest. Amiam and Imbert wvent into hiding and survived.

The resf. were causht and :Lntemgated follcwmg‘aorbn-e All

eonfessed

'I.'ce confessions led. to identification of persons who vere :Ln

or on the fringes of the Poliiical COroup: General Roman and his

brot.her, Amiama Tio, Gereral- Garcla Urbaez, General Guariozex

Estrella Tomas Baez Diaz, Modesto Diaz, an:l Mizvel Angel Baez Diaz

R R A

i

be teeen

irgd

Gt

¥

the ploiters and the U.S. Consulate. However, the SIM did not .
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Although the idea<itiazs ana the intentica of the Actioa Group

were fairly widely imown o Persons not actually members of {t, there

B : appears Lo bhave been extellen<s Comperimentation tetween tie Political

4 . and the Action Groups--perzans too much comparitmentation. .The :
a} ' assassination {%zelf va - well plasned. General Dieaz was in over- |
: all charge of the operation, but de la Maza vas the cre who did all

. i b ! '
J( . ) of the work. Fe took “aree cars to & local garage and had the
j - 4 englines rebuill so thst the cars could reach speeds of 120 mph. .
¢
i He had possession of the wezptas from the U.S. Consulate, plus
2 several of his own. Ea and the other rarticipants took the cers %
H :
i to the site selected for the x11ling ard conducted dry runs each
: night. Everything wes reedy 2nd the assassins vere lying in wsit

fi

for Trujillo on the Bight of 23 May. At the last minute ke decided

not to go.to San Cristchal tecause pe wasn't feeling too well., The

sal

assassins contizzed thei- Gy Tuns each eveninz. After the assassipa-

tion was carried cut, esseniially as it had been rlarned, the coup

——

that vas to £51lov failede-in Ferv because of bad luck, in Fart tecause

of poor plarning, and in part beczuse of {00 much compartwentation.
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_ death, was‘vno:_‘_tol.d that the as.-assinstion was to be attezpted on " V7

.jalamandthendrovetothehmeofce:emliﬂomantoalerth.a

CGereral Romaa, +ho was. o ta:«:e over th2 gjovermemerni alter T‘:ﬂ:Jilla's :

May-30th. Afrer the sla, 4, Generzi Diagz tried"to telep':.a:.e
Genexﬁl chna.r:_. but coqLd. 20t reach kim. Diaé tt‘.ex; teok the car
with Trujillo s body still in 14s immx cnd drove to Raman®s house.
He sav so many soldiers in e vieinity ikat . he give up and returned
hone, leaving the»e,ar in tbéldz'iveway with the body still i~ tra
trunk, where it was later found by the police.

H'nat had happened was thisg: Former geneml ard former head
of the SIM, Arturo E"pau.lat, happen‘-d to chance upon the scemne
vhile the assassination was faid_ng Place. FHe was out for a drive '
vith his vife dod vas rassed by a car that he recognized as Trujillo's.
Ee stopped at a drive-in restaurant and almost irmedintely heard '
shooting ahead, vhich be suspected involved Trujillo. Ee dsove to
the scene, saw vhat was happening, turned around, end sped back

into town. He stopped at a military instalistion and gave the

" He and Roman then yeturred to the Scene of the essassination,

arriving simultaneously with the police. Tue police found 'I‘:'u,jilin's
chauffeur, who was wouned but still alive. Roman end Espailiat
then vent to the hospital 4o try to question the chauffour. Faus,

General Diaz could not resch Genersl Roman to inform Roman teat

S .
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move to take ove:r L‘:e govem:ent. Roman: krew C“"j that 'L..ere had been

&’ shootL.g 1nvolv1n3 —ujillo ani u..nat "‘*-v"‘llo was m."s!. : ";Vdid
‘pot kn:r.' 'dhet.her G=neral Diav' gv-o'rp was involved in it or not. He
was reluc‘.:ant 0 move until ke was sure t’::a Trujillo was dead. By
the tize Rcman con.lu"ed that Truj il_lo must be c.ad, it was too late
for h to act; Hector TruJillo and Joa..ny Abbes had already takxen
charge. Roman did make'a couple of fenble br‘es at engineerin.g a
take over, but it is apparent that he had 70 real advance plan nor
any appreciable chances of s ucceeding
The agsassiﬁation itself and the pl: tting preceding it took
place against a’ background of interzaticnal activity in»opposit.io;
to the Trujillo regime, with both the CAS ard th=~ U.S.. taking clear-

cut stands. These are scme of the highlights

Trujillo ;.ad teen kllled ard t2at it was iize for Ruman to cake nis .

Rt o)
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a8 azsigned to linvesﬁtig,avtev the charges re_oor'ted_'; on 8 Juze 1559

that the Dc:iiica:x-soverxﬁen‘i was gulliy as- ch:::réed. -

b, A near—miss assassination atiszpt against President

i Betancourt on 2% June 1950 ¥illed twio: in hisf'éntoumge_ end

injured him and several othars. The Verezuelan government

. énnounced after capture of most of the assassins that the
. é‘ : ~ .. .. Dominican goverrment was responsible for the attempt on Betan- 4
; court’s life and took 1ts case to the OAS. On 20 Augiist, ths
) m - o OAS voted sanctions against thevaiMca.n Republic. Under ‘
%: ( (: ' ... Becretary of State Dillon, testifying before the House Am'ciamié’

Cormitiee ‘on 24 August in support of a request by President
Eisenhower for a cut in the Dominican Republic's sugar quota, .

is reported as having said that it was hoped that economic

- sanctions would result in tke downfall of Trujillo's cuc:at.br-

ship and its replacenent by & moderate and free regime The

‘United States severed diplonntic relations vith the Dcuinican
Repub te on 26 August 1960, e.u.hough consular relations vere

continuved,
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As a. x"\.v*thpr prelu:l" e a. cb"o“c‘o ‘ca" rey 1ev of ope*-at*o:z-

S PR ax -3

E{F"ﬁ/{:] we tni."..-\ it 'lould.bﬂ ucp’ul “to illea ,i"" th" people

involved, especially ‘since offfizers of the Devartzent of Sta

pla_,'ed 21 very p-u..:...f:"t role.

g
£
i
;A

Wasnirgion - Devarteent of State

Roy R. Ribottom | Assistant Secretary of State for o
Inter-Azerican Affalrs . no PR .

" Frass Devine - Special Assisiant to Rubottca

" Joan C. Hill ) Special Assistant to Rubottom

Chief, Wd Division

Chief, Branch III, WH Divisioa

" Cluded Trujillo - Departzent of State

) Joseph S. Farland '. ‘ Amaas.,edor until 28 Juze 1960 It is :
1 FU e ‘ © 7 pertirent to note tha: King and Ester- ’ o

lire ettribute U.S. 2731 CIA invoivement
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Henry Dearborn

LSRR, 3 WA DA N S T e Y et s

L ~ John D. Barfield
: ( e Ciudad Trujillo - CIA

with the ploi:ers in the Dominfcan
Republic to Anbtaszedor Farland, . Tzey
descrite him a3 & forwer FBL eaployze

Esterline, who later rer

called him/

: L Ee had
direct dealings wih & nuober of the key
- plotters., SR '

operator.
under him ip

Counsellor of Bmbessy until 25 August
1960 and Consul Ceperal thereafter. e

.. used the code name DELTA in corre spondence
with the plotters.

-Second Secretary until 26 August 1960
and a consular offfcer thercafter. Coal
CIA cryptonym: i

Chief of Station until October 1980

Chfef of Station frem 20 :Janua.—y until
b June 1961. Code name used with the
Plotters: GAICO : -
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Code names: SWORD and EL CHICO _
- Code Tames: Mr. X, AEC, and YAGUATE

Code name: SOCRATES
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.. ¥ho considered hinself quite a clandesti‘.m:
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Two documents provide g useful poing of epacurs, from an
Ead
hiszorical point of view. One is a semi-official letier irom

fmbassador Farland in the Dominican Republic o Assistant

Secretary of State Rubot:o‘ll/M

16 lovember 1959

. Amdassador Farland wrote an "0fficial-Informal™ memorandum
to Rubottom reporting that "the urderground is more active today
than ever in the history of the Trujillo regime.” He described the

principal opposition group as being sbout 2,000 strong. EHe said:
. ¥ s . within this group there is growing militant anti-
American feeling based on the premise that the United States
should actively aid ‘:e Dominican revoluticnary (sic) for the
overthrov of the Trujillo regime. Discussions I have heard on
tiuis subject show an appalling lack of uncarstanding of the
position of tke United States and its adopted doctrine of non-
intervention. . . . . . This BTOup is in possession of
clandestine broadcasting equipzent whizn will go into oreration
when the sirike is made. bas been informed apd Joins with
me in suggesting that you pass this information to J. C. ¥ing."
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15 Feltruary 1553
A CIA swapy Feper, adiressed io Coiel, Wi Divisicn, discusses IR &
1
5 bl
.‘ a plan for improvicg intellizonce coverage of the Dominfcan Regule— B !
in the event or Trujillo's removal from Pov2r. The objectives ’
stated in the papsr were o easure orlerly transition in thé event

1
]
F
Trujillo atdicated or was depcsed and to preveat a takeover by { . !
—
' Castru-type forces. ;
i
S i
: "‘- f
Cr }
. i
i &
: e i
# i
. 10 March 1960 ;
: e H
4

‘ . j’l“ne arigirator of the draft
[ o

"is not shown, but it wvas to be forwarded %o President Elsenhower )

" . from Gereral ZTdwin Clark, a frisnd of the President from their years :
5 of military service. The plan was for Clark to approacn Trujillo, )
4 e
4 :
with whog he had teen on good terms in the rast, and attempt to !
I .
4 i
8 Persuade Truiille to retire. It “a5 to be pointed out that there was ;
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_met with Trujillo on 27 March.
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00 cae Who could sucsraed nim, and that t roteg ¥
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O zroiect his Tasmily and

to preserve his imags s Bl

22 should step down and

allcs asylum  to be arranged for him. His fapily would hava tha

P T

wealth already outsiGe the Dominican Fooyubli ind the

1Ty &n

. by
inside would be placed in trust, to bz zdminintered 4

LoLpin

known persczages Tor tne Sepefit of the Dominiran people.

This proposition received high-level atieation in Washingtan,

including that of President Zisenhower, Secretary of State Herter,

and Allen Dulles. In approving Clark's appreach to Trujillo,

the President specilied trat Ciark should travel as a reprecentative

of the State Departzent, rather than as e perscnal emissary of tne

"President. Gepmeral Clark traveled to ‘he Dominican Republic and

By the time of the meeting it

appears that it had been decided that the pizn would be presented

as merely that of private eitizen Clark, and that was what was dore.

The station thought it likely trkat Truiillo recoguized the official

U.S. Govermment hand in the proposal. Of course, nothing cape of the

_ meeting. ' ©

22 March 1960

Ambassador Farlard, in a TOP SECReT memorandum to Ruboitcm,

forwarded a plan of a Dominican group plotiing Trujillo's gverthrow
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Ttearing the coie nsze "Operation Lancet.” Ti was vasically a roor
propdsal for a courze of pol a2l acticn reinforesd by the threat
N .
of beinz tacxed by musels, Trha creratica was to begzin 1th the }
who ] g
arrival of a "special U.S. confidential envoy"/would tell Triujillo !

to leave the couniry. "He tells it plainly end decisively; ne will
glve hin 12 or 18 tours to @0 it." Tt would te made clear thaz
if Trujillo refused, a border incicdent would be cenirived, which
would be Zollowed by ‘collective interventica." Assuming :
Trujillo's acceptance of the ulitimatun, ire plan then outlined steps
for transition ©o an operating representative government. Tha army
e, would b2 reduced in size. A caretaker governzent would prepare for
( R
. . free elections.. Arbassador Farland forwerded the plan with ithese

couzenis of nis own to Rubottom: c

"

» « o this segment of the dissidents is psychologically

conditiored %o a point where it will *ake any siep excent the
' ultirate, and for the execution of <he latter they exyec

United States assistence. .

® & s e

e e mn o e ot

"Dick, I thinX the tire has ccme Tor certain agencies of
) our Government, without attribution, to establish and implement
R ) a definite constructive program to influence the course of events
L ) in the Dcminican Republic. My conversations with the Secr=tary o
' and Allen Dulles emphasized thne problems and the possibiliiies
oi tbis type of eporozch. . . . . . "

' 30 Mareh & 7 April 1650
s ;
¥, The Special Group considered actions that might be taken in the '
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event of a flare~up in the Dozinican ftapublic. On 30 March, fearing
trat Cuva mizat te izvolved, there was talk of evacuating U.5. ' c
- {
civiiizns from Cuantanama. There was also discussion of the ; =
' I
: i

possitility o sealing off the land sazrance to the Doginican Republic , L

rom Eaiti ard of the problem of providing asylus Jor Trujiilo. On

7 April, there vas furtier talk of ssaling off the country if Trujillo

fell, and an azpraisal was made of tre chances of his leavirng
y

willingly:

7. . it i5 evident that Trujillo

will not ccasider
maxirg any arrangssents fer orderly successi

o to nimselfl, but

: 9 April 1950

]

L e that be will either pang ca to the bitter exd or flee the s
(-- country on short nciice, a las Betista.” : ‘
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State sent a cable to Farlard from which

the followinz is an exfract:

. ®Could you, if 50 inctructed, make appropriate arrangements

< ’ within rext few weeks with epproprisie civil and militsary
dissids.;.u elecents to take over the GODR? You would be authorized
to indicate to-them that zs soon os they had seized power they
should i——ediately request United States recogaition, and ask for
Upited States military assistance under Article Three of the Rio
Treatf in tze event of actual or threatened Castro-spensored
invasficas or of threatened imsurrecticn incited by pro-Castro ;
or pro-Comunist elements within or outside Dominicsn Republic . . . '

Bemzow wE. T T

"Wrat, if any, z2id '-'cu,.d pe essential to dissidznt elementis
et J
prior to taksover . . . . -
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{(2) a invesfion to serve as a sig-al

(3) Impiementary on of t

(6) & careruy swb-u_/—sten Plan for the period preceding
the coup and for

the rer!ed following 1t.

& nzed for "minimm byt Xey coozeration” from Dominican

> . e addag:
"One of iha greatest coatributions U.5. 20uld paze to
&iszsidents would te 1o leo- them Ynow we are Prezared to assist
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A memorandum writien of a debriefing of Ambassador Farland reads,
in part, as follows:

"The dissjidents need guns ard srmmition frem the United ‘
States. In parti=ular they reed a smail mmber of high-powersd :
rifles with telescopic lenses. Toe Asimssador said that he saw
no problem in tre purchase am Celivery clan_es.,l“OIy of the
erms (o the dissidents. t ke sail, of course, this raises
the q_esvon of whether t.*e U S. Goverrent wants to engage in

)
this activity.

®Col. King said that this of course is a policy decision., Ha
said that CIA could deliver the ams if this is the g .
to support. !
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(C-,zent: Fariznd was in Yashington for consuliaticas.

Although re is listeq ns having served as Asbassador untii 23
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cziually return <o duty
in Ciudzd Trujillo. Iiis successor, Vinton Chapin, was nominated

13 June, but he pever took the post.)

3 June 1960

Farland ret with|

in WE Division. [ Ito see if tn

sald, "Those ave tke boys all right.” ]:]memorandum of the
meeting includes thls corment:

"Farland then told me that tre underground opposition are
‘planning to assassizate Trulillo. Ee said trhat 1t is plazzed to
use a powerful bemb wihich could be planted along the route of
Trujillo's nigntly walk and cculd be detcnated Dy 8 rexzote-
control Iiring device. Fe intimated that this plan is pretiy
well along and could be executed 2t any time."

Undated Working Paper (filed between papers dated 25 May end 13 Jure)

The author is not identified por is there aay indication thas

the proposal was approved. Iis ohjective was stated thus: “'To

precipitate the downfall of the Trujillo regizme by 1 August or as

Soon as possible therealter.™ It proposed that the U.S. beccze a

Prire motive Zorze againsi the Trujiilo regime. "In the event Trujille
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Ovzrt actions desigred 0 effect hi tha scere.” 4

€zz23line of 1 July was proposed for ceompleting arvanzements.
v propo h¢ nz thot

17 Jume 1580

Henry Dearborn, who was in charge In the f-bassador's absence » ' *

varied State las—u::g for ccnfirmation on

ceriain points for a meeting he was having with a dissident leadsar,

He stated his understanding of the U.S. position

i a. Toe U.S. 15 rot prepared to take overt action against :
Y ’ ot the Trujillo govermment while it is in full control.,

b. Tke U.S. is prepared to assist the opposition clandestinely
to develop effecctive forzes to accarplish Trujillo’s overthroy.

€. Assistance must continue to be channeled covertly i
until such time as tkhe dissidents estaplish a provisionsl

govermment which contxols m subsinniizl section of the

Deminican Pepublic.

20 June 1960

Dearborn,

‘asked Rubottom and Farlard

if e could make the same statements coccerning U.S. policy in a

reeting vith_ anoiher dissident leader. Farlang replied
e in the affirmative.
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28 June 1950
Dearborn cabled the -results of his flrst meeting '.:it_
[—lﬁe zaid thﬂ.t:lfelt that tze ‘ime to concentrate oz,
icr planalng purposes, was the period exterding through the
"incapacitatiod of Trujillo; too much planning Tor what would
follow risked exposure. Dearborn said that he agreed. .
Also on 28 Juze (although the first writiten record we Tind is
& cummary memorsndum prepared on 18 October), Rubottom told J.C.
k King that the Government of the United States was ) rewared to
(- A pariicimte in tke overthrow of the Trujillo regime to the following
! b extent: "to provide a small number of sniper rifles or other devices
for the removal.of Xey Trujillo people from the scene. . . . . . "
i Rubottom edded that the U.S. Government was not prepared, at this
time, to send arms, equipment, or paramilitary experts to assist the
. undergeund to accomplish a revolt.
= 29 June 1960
. Dearbora cabled the results of his meeiing with _ E=2
. said that [:]md recomrenced a temporary standdown on "action
'a toward incapacitationa of Trujillo" while determining Venezuela's
Teactica to the Trujillo assassination plot against Betancourt. Ff#
‘v__l'}al;\' - 25 - . .
3 ‘
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Dearbcm reported that the diszidents had a cepability Tor pleking
in .
up 2rm5 at sea and for caching/naurby caves. Te also described an
~ alrdrop site.
1 July 1950
A peporandum addressed to the Acting IOT recommendad approval
for the delivering of weapons Lo tize Dominican dissidents.
"It is proposed to procure and deliver to underground
opposition forces in the Dominicen Repuclic 12 sterile U.S.
. rifles, Mod2l 1903 (Springfield), with telescopic sights, together
. with five hundred rounds of eroaunition for same. o . . . .
4’< .
"Approval for delivery of these erms has been given by
Assistant Secretary of State Roy Rubottcm, who requests that
o the arzs be placed in the bkands of the opposition at the
. earliest possible moment.
o The memorandum was sigred by Rudy Gomez for Chief, WH Division; was
0 concurred in by Richard Helms as Acting DD/P; and was approved by
C. P. Cabell on 2 July 1940 as Acting DCI.
% Dearbora was informed by cable of plars o airdrcp twelve '
3 30.03 Springfields, with emmunition, and with sizhts "Fixed and
@
y sighted.” Tre cadble asked for the coordinates of 2 suitable drop
site arnd for a four-man reception teen with flaskhlights. The cable
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If air drop delivery not possitle,

@

iy ~
8 July 1960
1 rart:
i jmeergrive ¢
[ 415 & Ta s ar 2 :
esployed simulianecusly with action to incazacitate Trujillo i
and vhat is needed in way ol rmazerial support for implemeatation :
of plan of action. OF particular ipporiance is info re extent
of military participation in preparations. In spite of £ ]
aprarent lack of knowledge of opposition orzanization, most
logical that he is actively llaborating with a group that
. gt have some plan and ecapability for action which will assure ;
stable interim govern—eat after removal of Trujillo. . . . . . ;
o In your cpimion are [_ YLy | members of same group :
( . or i1f rot could the two groups be perzed? . . . . . " g

i 8 September 1960

. The Special Group discussed a letter drafted by the Department

2 e e i oo

: of State for delivery to Trujillo {copy in CIA files dated § September)

K proposing that he step down. The DCI {Mr. Dulles) doubted the wisdonm

IO of putting such a proposal in writing. FEe preferred a personal
@ L °
approach. The Group concluded that a rersoral approach would be :
i

{', 4
kN ~ best grd discussed Willian Pewley es 2 candidate for the Sob. f
¢ ' -
H 18 Octorer 1940 P
: +
H ! i
5 Cnief, WH Division, prerared a memorandis summarizing epprovals
#
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obtalnzl Tor 2ciioa in supoort of the Dominican intarn:
ihe text states hat the sw—ary was “provided in response to your
e Y

vercai request onz 13 Ocioter 196') e + « " This is the remorandum

RIS o - 2
to which refereace is made earlier under the entry for 28 Juze 1G60.

29 Decesber 1960

The minutes of toe Special Group meeting of this date read,

in part:
. "Biscal gave the broad outlings of a two-pronged plan
for procesding with cerwain limited covert activities tlrected

against the Trujillo regime. He ¢mphasized that although
suprort would bte given to the Figueres Zroup there is no
intention of establizhirz a pera=ili
He also exphasized that tke propssed actions would not of them-
selves bring sbout the desired result in the near future,
lacking scme decisive stroke against Trujillo himself,
" . . .. . It wvas noted thet Mr, Pavley feels thet
overt intervention in the Dominican Fepublic should be
mounted simultareously with the Cuban orerations. . . . . .
it was egreed that the plan is worth beginning at this time
. no matter what the eventual decisicn on overt intervention
may bte.”

(Comment: We find nothing in the files identifiable with
such a "plan.” We found no oiker reference to any speciiic

Plan of about this date.)

12 Jsnpurary 1961

The following is an excerpt from the minutes of a meeting of the

[Spex
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Spacial Group ca this date: T l
i .
"Mr. Merchant explained tha ieeling of the Daparte CEd
_ State that limizel supnlies of =mall arms ard other pat i r 5
i T should te made available for dissidents inside the Donmi : ) g ’
Repudlic. Mr. Parroit said thst we belisve tais can be i
securely by CIA, and that the vlan would call for final :
rortaticn into the group teing vrevided by the dissiden
s B 114

themselves. The Croup approved the

&)
8]
o

[
Q
0
ot

19 Januarr 1551
~Z p3nuary 155.

"For Dearborn: FYI and use as you consider adviseable,

autbority bss been given Has for delivery to internal i{rcas

- Ol iimized supply of szall arms and other naterial oca corndition

- tkat introduction of zaturial into LomRep bte efrected by Doms.
;r « « » » . Above coordinated with State.”

é ) " Memorandum for the record of a discussion of Project EMDE®D by ( ’ :
i

. &
members of the CA Staff and of WH Divisicn: k_._—-————

. ’ "It was confirmed {from Mr. Parrott by phone) that the -

A Special Group now has approved that a 'limited supply' of

i small arms and related equiprent may be provided covertly to -

1 o the Dominican resistance elsments with whom ve have been :
: dealing. This was additional to the Special Group's aporoval :
i on £9 December 1920 of our Cperaicnal Proposal.” !
i‘r ) i
: ;
(Cocmment: 43 noted in the entry for 29 December, we Ynow '
L) -

’ . none of tre specifics of this Cperational Prooozal.)
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: 31 January 1241

"Official-Informal” letter from Cearbora <o Devinme in State
s Departzent:

"With regard to the delivery of exoiic equirment, my
friends were of courze deligh*ed that such a dzeision had teen
macde. I hope that it will not be necesszry 1o play éown too
long the question of actusl delivery since they are ezger

~and expectant and too great tardiness on our rart would only
lead them fo gquestion our sincerity.”

6 February 19451

Cable from headquarters:
oo "l. Realize details not now available but Hgs would
appreciate [Eissidents' resction 1o offex o0? armed assistance
to include- [Eissiden:sj current plan . . .

: "2. Alco request./l tinitlal assesswent
[Eissidentsj capability carry out plan of acticn oace limited
armed assistance provided.”

s

X

10 February 1951

1
0

The station cabled its reply:

N

"Ho solid reecticn except Jjoy as of 9 Feb.

. ."Initial assessgeat is | | and | [ could no:
carry out plan. But with access | [/ ne now
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potential for acticn. We some weeks away freom
make solid preliminary sssesswent.
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CudE:

"Suggest KUBARK coasicer sexding in each pouch one small
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: 1% February 16451 -
5 L fERrary S
At the Srecial Group mzeting of fhis tate, Mr. Bundy:
" . . . askea that 2 memorandim ha Frenared [or hizher
autheriiy on the subject of what Plans cun be made Tor a
Successor governmment to Trujillo.” :
- }
{Coment: We did mot Pind a copy of such a memcrandim !
in CI4 files,)
" 15 february 1952 ]
GG i
0 s the headquarters branch chiey
ma.;o*andum record of the meetimg follew:
. el .[:] pl,a red dowa scmewhat the nrecessity for
. . delivery of arms mis thaough he dig say that i‘ is desireasble
3 . >
. and should be g part of the ;pla:x:u*w Ze said that membhers of . : ;
: ) the oprositicn could if th e,{ wanted to, obtain small quanitities
e -
LA ’ of arms fron Army contacts . . . but that any awms so o2tained
2 ) would Lave to te used ver ulckly before their loss is . o
i - ] " discovered. For this rnaton Be said 1% would te desireanle to i
£ : have arzs delivered by us ‘*at could be stored for use =2t any

olzent desired,

!
_ 5218 that the object of cbiaining this kinad" Gi help
i

% - ényway is the elimiration o7 Trujillc and insiead of using arms !
A Or grenades he tegan io spezx of more exptin Tateriels and rethods |
7 ) © c 0 @ Doweriul bomb that could be planteg alonz the route of

< Trujillo's evening walk and cow:l3 be detonnied Iros oa nearbdy

’3\!5 '!l

ula..l © -
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; .
elezircnin device . . , {or) . . . +na rossidility of poisoning ,
the dictator's ool or oF Putting poison capsules in botiles N

; of certain medicines thac the dizzoior is nowa to take o

o regulariy. . ., . . =

;g -

2 YA less exstic and mome practical plan that they put formrd

: WAS cze that they said hag already been plamned at ons ti~e

5 before. They said that when the dictator leaves his office for

. his home there are three autaroviles in his processicn wi<h the

N dictator himself in tre first gutomopile gnd tka bedyguaris in
the Tollowing

two. The idea that has been discussed internal_ly

is for szeveral trucks to block T2 progress of these cars at a
given intersection a% which time young me:n who telongz to the

. action groups would leap out of <he trucks with Fire arass ang

- ' .8renades to finish off the dictutow.®

ot

L arch 1651
S EArch 150l

: i
S |
( — Headquarters pouched to tie staticn & copy of_me-_mrandm l
L e On L March, the chief of statica
cabled his assessment of the plan to in.,er:ept Trujillo‘*s entourage ’5
i P
b and kill him with guns and grercades: :
K H
P '] E
o ) [:] idea . . . alzost certain fail if applied. Tat ;
= type attack is Precisely what bodyguards appear best qualified :
4 cope with. Thelr defense pattern and .dlsplacement vehicles
1 . plus police ctice cdetour traffic biseks gvay from entourage
& &
i make idea fatally childisz fa]  Jview.” - ,
¥ . i
T : : (Comment: The essassination was actually carried out '
j‘ ' through a variation of this Scheme. The assassins detected and ‘
“‘” took advantage of a s.,eroc typed pattern in Trujillo's movezents ‘
L] i
i in vhich he rode at night, unescorted, on little traveled higmaays. ) {
i
. : 1 {‘ o
A P -32 - ‘
iy Q J
\ .
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rcoort jo . p 20l To be lost,
telieve . . . imperative muxe sure arms with amso rzady for
a

imrediate entry DemRep . . . if pecessary at alr doop sites o

It
i
»1
o
=4
1~
0
AN
2

As & follow-up to that cabls, taz staticn zabled 3 compunication

fram | | "We rave in our hands chance to speedup

events. Fverything is being planmned perfectly. Resulis may be

assured as puch £s human fallibilfiiy permits. . . . o o«

7 March 1661

Headquarters cabled the fielld, in part:

"BExisting authorizaticn precludes introduction arms into
Dom Rep by U.S. personnel. Order preparxe conilngsncy plans
for possible alterrpate delivery method, reguest siation

determine additional drop ?;::v> and confirm those menticaed

e « » « « Request type and gua=ztiiy arms desired. . . o o . ©
8 March 1951
Cable from the station: )
Maren and

[:] told Dearbora o
1 .

group plan try kil 1 n ing his zar/ at point
near | [. Tate not ses a.d. otviously depends
on Trujille travel . . . [ =not am_ bas %ol

a

us but interesting that Charze'’ Papal Iuncistura also aware plot

exists but possidly not of rersoanel iavoived.”

i 4

i

S o tae

[ReTTR e s ar e &
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o f e
[
8 Murch 105)
!
-
He'dguarters cabled the statiza: 3 4
! "Hige deeply interested rilan . . . and request urgently
edditicral details in order :nza Pilans li=ely assistance.
Uncertainty of plass, timing e chances of success precludes
Hqs seexing ccommitmernt for such s;&icii‘ic assistancs as that
requested . . . . , "
-~ ;'
13 March 1G51 H
. }
Feadguarters cabled the station: . .
[nd ks
P ‘
L :
D e ;
.‘; [
Ha :’

more ot s

s 15 March 1961

- Cable from the station: | “:

ol I

- lasked | | zor U

o : small supply fragzmentation gre"ﬂms ‘for use in pext wesx or so.' ?

W . By no\,e, e chie? of statlcn checked back i 41[ [a:d'

'j' learned the dissident group must do /_:v’” Prujilio/ this

» . month or drop it as number of :“ri:.ye Pers Wik loose mouths i
are ap’zrﬂ.;tl_{ aware renewval plaa ., . . . . asxed for five
kS rm (sic) rapid fire weapons or sizilar, I,500 rounds armo for \

§
L
P
¢
et e

‘ }
- i ) g
SR ‘
3 ’ |
[ 4
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faza, . . . 50 I'regmentation grenades, . . . ten Sl tank
TOTYLLS. + o o . "
16 March 1951 ! -
Hezdguarters cabled iis reply:
"Zqs exploring possibilitiss
advise ABAP. Meanwhile, request
[ lma‘.&i:zg request on owWwn initis
[ 13 R
i
!
17 March 1551 :
- i
Cable rrcm the siation: ;
B . - “For issue to several [o_f the dissident gmug7 Consul i
e "Geznerzl Tearbora regquests three 38 calibver Smith and Wesszen 2
Specizl pistols or similor and three small toxes cartridges. ]
If sending emmo complicates problem, advise 2nd we wil try {
t

get from Marines,

-

"Chief of Station reiterates suggestion-[‘:o send in each 1 ;

pouch one szall size high fire power weapon/ as Deartorn - :

increasingly concerned lest mozentws which group has now for

assassin&tiog7 declire result lack tangzible or tco slow actioa :

on erzs by toe U.S. Goverrmment. Also security these people :

increesingly of direct interest US Governmens which each day ;

) more involved in _,{Ehe operatiog]. Loss of one of key peopl o :

. thru capture could lead revelation detalls ODYCKS/SMLEED !

' activity. Thus preferable we give them scme chance defend

thenselves againzt ST4.”

b T e AR T e e 8 Srenarn, . . . - — . ML - >
s TN AT det ot e R Ll T R PP
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Rene

nazion/ pian pov this: or
s in capital. Ha visits he
Coes ner apariment | avogni

rently has scmsone in builald

ot guard with pretext, dispatch bim : !

Prge SR o vy A ey vy gy 4 g by
52 0 entrance, distra
-

Les in sileace, enter a'nlartment and iry Co [-:ssassix;atiog,
n

-

"To do tizey need five M-3 or cemparable mechine gums and
1500 rounds ammo for persoral defense in event firefizht. | i1}
use quiet weapcns for tasic job, . . . . L] in
positicna was U.3. Govermment get items nere soonest .
or similar means. Eviden® he actually worried that Celivery b ) i
other meaas would comprosdse entire project. Obvicus he can’ . !
eount oa only one group both receive arms ard do Lassassi:;atiog.

expects and willing risk ckaos for period
- OF uncslersingd leagiu alter essassination/ rainiy because for
. o securlty reasons his group caanct cppreas: milltary end hope to
( § get decisive egreement support before @ssassinatiog.

B 20 March 1651 ' ' |

I
by -

B : Headquarters cabled the station:

"Pegret no autharization exls
sgainst shivment of armg |
T [ if this feasible.
’ Coordirated with State Department.”

v , " 22 Maren Y961
. 22 ¥arca 1961

The station reriied, in part: .

" . . . we realize permission does not now exist hut

Crlef of Station imows that he ‘ i
via pouch for worthy purposes, 50 it can ve Gone. Juizing from

. ref, Y3 not prepared taxe this step. If tais uralteratly so tzen )

N

T
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25 Mareh 1951
The above excerpt is ths most significant point in the .cable,
]
1
but the excerpt does not fully reveal the contentious tone of tae i
;
cable. On 25 Harch, Headquarters, in a cable released by the DD/P ‘
(Bissell) undertoox to set[  |straight. The cable gives a fairly
. complete statement of U.S. policy ard objactives and of_ |
3 - ¥
t
responsibilities. It i3 suzmarized here. Ve Support a program to H
.o :
. .t i
( — replece the Trujillo regize; we wish to avoid rrecipitate acticn if :
i » *
i Piaaning is pot well orgarized, as appears to be the case; machine .
: i
. . . §
g gumns and armunition will bte supplied to demonstrate good will to the f
‘
’ dissidents; the requested revolvers are teing pouched. Eeadquariers %
: is planning with State szainst the eventuality of sudden action by !
t he dissidents that migat result in the forming of a new govérment
B £
i "If abtove clarifies.Hqs position, [:]should preceed accordingly.
In event major points remain unclear, State Department prerparing )
. orders permit return for consuliations.™
: ’ {Comment: We do not know whether [—:]:eplied to this cable ,
. . Vo
: H
.;': . 'y ' ns s i
< or not. We Jdo not find 8 reply in the files. I:]dui 0 to )
% headquarters for consultations abou® 5 April, but we cannot
b4 LN e .
v 3
hj" “k/ - 37 -
£ . tles o
N * I3 is apparent {rom the EMUEED operational files that no amms were !
i ever air-dropped [ '
it - -
S e
4] .
ﬁ.
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ebtablis‘l that the trip was a direct result of lrthis coble. Taéfe
is some eviﬂeace that suggssts that the trip :z:ay. have been in
- connection vith a req\..sc from the dissidents for sutmacnine .-

‘guns. )
26 March 1961 ‘ .

:Cable from the statioa: ' .

‘."Forf ireque‘st permission puss three semi- -
automatic M-l carbizes 30 caliber and supply ammo which available
consulate f-om departed maval personmnel. Would need from Hgs .
nine 30 cartridge magazines for vespons. Kequest prompted by :

R | hote ©3 March which says he caaudl hold g,ruuu ’ .
togetner b-‘yon.d April 15 withsut arms delivery. . « . . "

(Comment:. It may be helpful %o interrupt tae chronology

at this point. As ve will later explain, these carbines were

: " actually passed to the dissidents. They were in the hands of

Antonio de la Maza, who worked out the details of the assassination

"and was the lead figure in carrying it out. They almost certainly
v\-'ere taken to the scere of-the slaying by t.he assaséins. We have
T o0 eviuenee that any of them were actually ﬁ_md during the shooti_.g
‘ Tbe 1ittle evidence we have suggests that tney were not actually

.- used. These =three .carbines are ithe: weapons referred to by various

sources as having teen passed to ‘c.h.e:plottersvby_CIA. We find no

‘!

_evidence of aay other weapons having been passed. ) ST e e T




27 Marcn 1951

Eeadquarters cabled the sta tlon'

" WEYT, ref hardvare Ehe three pistols the station asked be"
_poucbe_] makes falrly sizeable packsge if lumped single shipment..
Reguest soonest .COS estizate of risk involved sending one paciage;
or whether split szhirment preferable.’

- .- (Comment: We find no indication in the files that these

* revolvers were ever actually pouched. We suspect they were nol,

because the request for them was overtaken by subsequent events.) :

29 March 1961

Hcadqt.arters cabled the st.a*ion- ' ' » e .
¥ . « « Hgs inclined to favor passins{[ |rer : o e
£ carbines and ammo. Are carbines carried on local installation ™ - i
& inventory, thug requirinz paper worx which may viow CIA's ) : L : :
~ » ultimate use? | | o
’ b e B Lo
B [ hkey. beirg cade avajlable to Dominicars quite o R
g Consul Ceceral Dearbora's.concurreace.. Advise... . . . .. 7 SR
5] Pouchir.g o » o nine magazines . . . - T

¥al
4

]

31 March 1961

T

-

T

“The station replied.:

[CIA officer éerending oa what L
steps Sezms best here, CLearborn concurred in request end in thts R A
wessage. We cannot e:ndasi..e enouga that we must make gesture of ’ :




STy e TN

e : - good will o[ Jnow. Trese i%e=s are not what he
- G asked for bui they are an inveswasent ia operational coantinuity.
o H Tee security iisk in his havirg these i%ess is no greater than
g his having similar items delivery|
8 § g
% ~ Headquarters cable to the station:
* "/Passing. the three.carbizes/ approved. Advise Hgs when
.8 . passing.of this .equipment ccrmleted. . :
;: ‘{Comment: Tais cable was released by the ID/P (Bissell).)
5 7 April 1961
i _Cable from the station: “ o o
8o © .. "[The pouch forwnrding zngaziaes for the three carbines/
E o G contained 15-bullet magazines rather than 30-bullet magazines
' es requested. Pls expedite pouching 9 latter type M-l carbine »
magazines.” . )
|9 April 1961 S :

Cabie from th.e station:

e, . '1 [passedl
S [t_.he three carbines/ tol ] April 7. Ko cowplicatioas.”

(Comment: . The files do not contain an gccount of how the

TPETARLNE R R I AV ERRR B0 2 AR o

carbines were actually passed. As ve vill later sée, headquarters

:’3 ’ subsequently poucked sutmachine guns for passing to the dissidents..
Beadquarfers asked for the station’s plan for securely passing the
AT e T e submachine guns to the dissidents. The station replied: . "Propose -

L ’- use essentially same technique as that for [the three carbires/.

ot v i v s




April 1961

vaiver of pouch restriction on pouching weapons. “The above recuest

. . - .15 sutmitted for the following reason: Station Ciudad Trujillo kes

‘requested that Headquarters providé four M3 machire guns and 240

-:'tl'dﬁnds“of amnunitioﬁ on & priority basis fibr- iésua.nce to a ssall .a,ci:io'n
group to be used for self protection.”

-* (Comment: The entry*fof‘lB‘Harch 1951 refers to a reqz.est
for submachire guns, but there was no follow-up bn it from toe siatié:.

Tais pouch waiver request was submitted while the chief of station was

S . Chief, WH Division, sutmitted to Chief, RI, a memorandum requesting
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at healymrters for consuyliations, It is Protedle that he zade the

Plea in person.. As will be seen later, tre submachire guns (the so-

culled 'z;':\eese g;:;s" of World War II} were poucked but approval ‘vas

q

never zivea the station to pass them to the plotters.)

12 fpri2 1951y . ' . . ’ ) : o

Zeadguariers cabled the station:

"Equirment fﬂrl 1[5“.:1-"":-"-&._.-.““‘-‘ a'uTc§7 wiiich subject : s
of Chief of Station couversations Egs being pouched . . . 1k o C
April. Prio= to rassing equipment, advise Has what scheme of : S
delivery Pproposed.” : . R S

. (Comznt: The delivery scheme is explaired {n camment on o

the 9 April entry.) Y '_":‘"’. P
13 Apri1 1961 ' | o

An extract. from a note semt to Consul Gemeral Dearborn frem- SR AN

b v o e P N R

'{:“-.:“

mmum W L SIERANE s Ol R e e US4

i

3 . - . . . - . . 1 - .

-~ ."The three Leica cameras, model M-l [tke three carbires/,

. With their accessories, should be in the Pbroper hands in a cay ,

T or two. . . . ¢ o With the’small emcumt of equimment which. they B S |
- are feceiving they can only take action at a fev specific places I
and therefore the prokebilities are considerably reduced and . o {
the tize factor,considerably extended accordingly. With the * s :
Test of the equimment (four Leicas, model 4-3) [“he suemachire
gens/ the possible places of action are multiplied and the lost
tize greatly reduced.” ' , .

1 ‘Agﬂl 1951 -

Extract frcm s

wte e s o e

TR g S A N v by SR 5 % i g e aem e < <o e L
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1_’7'30:151:1 Gzneral Dearbeorn/
n, £
. "The thiee R ame m: 2653 ; the hands . S K
N f the ones {n ¢ 1ney need more cameras Sl —_
& in orler to do = r job. Ye hope that the meng
y we seat two days ¢ elp in Wash. in this regard." i
i
!
3
i
Hote from YAGUATS and SCCRATES to o

. LELTA [Dearvorn/:

AV A

"The iast word, ug to she minyte in the matter of cameras:

¥ ) CRISTORAL | says that with the 3 Leica

cameras alrezdy dalivered i+ ina

353310 e A A et

: 252 100 tho pholugrapnic . ‘ H
E3 Job. He needs to have the rest of the equitnent {the L M.3 . ;

) e~ Leices) before ne undertaxes tne Jjob. The ones already delivered ’
o : ke cees them as good ccaplerentary equirmment (dei"e:sive) but ke !
( s needs the others for ire aggressive pari of the job. It is my ; :
L belier that the ores alreedy delivered have served a psychological

o purpcse also: the men involwved have always been in doubt the :

f’ ’ good faith of your people in Wash. Taeir feeling was that in

several zonths all they have obiained were prcmises.  How they
see that you actually mesn tusiness. So, now, all they are doing
- 1is waiting for the reavy cazeras.”

17 April 1961 : ' !

- Hesdguarters cabled the station:

reveat not

T .. . . most important {the suTmachine gu:z_s,7 not/be
passed to w“ithout additioral Hgs approval.  Please

advise wrhen equirment received and proposed scheme and timing of
delivery." ’

i
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20 April 1961

Bee.dquav'ters cabled the stat‘.o:\.:

i

Euo'-' f-n.Lne Eu..] s..ould be ::elt‘ in s*’*‘v.c:\ e stod_{ till
further notice and not repea: not be pascid to
Tais Hqs decision bosed on judsmeat that” .C””__g vacuum created
by- @ssassi«atioj ncw bigzer guestion than ever:iview unsettled «
co::ditio:\.s in Caritbesn area. :

"Reqz.est station pmv:.c.. IQl..L info socnest
[Ehe three ce.rbu:e§7 been delivered to|
Details on an altermste pian to 4sldver /eubmackize gun§7

(Commer.t: It might be noted that this cable wes sent

o
o
L
*

Just three days after the failurs uf the 1.0dirg at the Bay of

Pigs.)

20 April 1961

'Hote to DELTA ./Deartorz/ frcm YAGUATE and SOCRATES:

: "The officers that were to o the photographic job are not
only disappointed but really angry at the refusal of the delivery
of the other Leicas. They bave decided to give up tie plan and
disperse, because they canmot take any wore risks for nothing.”

20 April 1361
" Cable fram the statfon:

'[uhmchine guns/ kere 19 April with no-entry p“oo....ems A
vhatsoever. Excellent | Ireans .station®s plan can -
be sinmplified even more. Tie| | the”
| laz2 the chief of station can share delivery
direct to drop. Requesi Hqs advise vhen ve may begin.”




(Cczzent: - The vresise nastum a7 tals| :

[ ]ts no% fursher clasified in the file.l.Nowan Gall, . - -

« v

writing in Tha ¢ said <pat the w2apdas were chipped

to Wimpy Perry ia fccd"céns./

21 Agﬂl 1951
Cable from headquarters to thé station:

- "/Subteachine guns/ should be held in station
further notice and not repeat not te passed %o

22 April 1961

. The station replisd %o headguarterst query of 20 April

'regarding disposition o? ‘the- three cardines:

v e e e w zas ziven [tie three carbires/
-to intermedi Iy wko holding untill lpicks up - . . .




A S

ey -
AL

b

b

(Comment: Tats "intermediary™ aprears to heve been[:]

m Tne clgnificazce of tkis exd the securisy probles it
" posed will become apparent from one of the later eantries for

31 May.}

25 An-il 194L

"foll from Dearborm: T ﬁeuevg political cansequence o not

delivering z""—”"‘“ﬂ gz 5o serius I plan g6 Washington withis

next few days for discussion with De;a-tz:ent a.nl CAS Hgs!”
26 Aprtl 1351

ble from, the station:

[ |to1a Chie? of Station . . . Antonio de la
Maza plans try assassinaticn betueen 29 April and 2 May.

will aid. Will use the three carbires plus vhatever else can’
get. De 1a Maza asks|[  |add the sutzachine guzs if possidle -
-4

20 April 1961

_tqf]nng from Dearbom: April 28|

a[ | called on ze with BoIT info: . . .
main mission[  |was plead vith me release sulrachine guns they
believe in Dom ’{ep ard wrder my conirol. Action &roup has 3

carbines, 4 to & 12-gigge snotzuns with 120 rounds and scme small
B8IAS. -« » o » » ACtion entalls roudside ambush near San Cns:acal

o

et

[ |possibly not yet aware plea. Ko sslid info otke:
mezbers gseassiration effort but Geperal Juan Tomas Diaz. protab®™




e S o

.+ . ... repliea

and few zdiitional weapons could te mac- want
I had ro sulmachine guns uager =y © rol 2ad thatl any U.S.
coatrolled itens which migat o2 i Pe eould only be released

- cn specific aut}zoriz.ation from’ ;-aa:.o.in._,\,c.“ "I pointed cut that

. 8ince the three-carvines were made avallable Cuban incident had |
occurred nnd hoped zroup could under st:md. this is period of study
and assessmment. o o s o o :

Cabla from the station:

¥ e e « « . suggest Jas review: decision not pass sutmachine

. M 3
g\._.s Detemina*ioa of group to go artead with possibly 1nadeq1€ ]
mmane covald c:'\el_'l_ ond hagt nm-"" forrse noyw uorld_no- trward the . -
overthrow o the Trujillio regi_':e. » :

2 May 1651 .. . .. ..

‘Draft cable prepared at headquarters:

& ¥4+ ... . Since 1t appears that] __ |group bas comuitted
i . - itcelf to action with or without additiomal support, coupled with
ns g fact that the carbines already made available to them for persomal
= defense; station autaorized pass~sutmacaine-guns tof | for
= . . their additional protection on their proposed endeavor. . .. . . %
g et (Comment: This cable was never sent. It vas authenticated S AT
JARN 3 by E:::]for J. C. King,and Richard Bissell coordinated_on =i

-~ 1t. It was formaried %o the DICT for releass. General Cabell

~ attached a handwritten buck-slip: "Retura to: Chief, W.H. Div., . -

. unacted upon.”)
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%
L day 195

The Direéﬂ'a s 8t a ceeting of tae Special Grmm, reported a -

new ant*—'Iru,)lllo plot, aaﬂno +ha" we never unew if one of th.ese

would work or not. s

K

5 May 1951

Eeadquarters cabled the staticn: S _ el CoaTE

"Regret u:lay but reiease [of the sumch.ine guns/ avaits
h.gh level State Depar‘.:neqt decision.”

8 May 1961 = . P o

_ Headquarters cabled the station:. .

"State Department has disapproved passing /submachine. guns/.

16 May 1961

(Comment: There is en unsizred and almost inccxnpreﬁensible

- memorandum in the EMDEED files. It is dated 17 May 19561 and concerns

The trzasmittal dispatc}:; maxes.




i
iy Sk e

g

=




18 ¥y 1931

‘Trere was discussion at a Special Group :eeting.éf plaaning uith
respect ‘vto the Domirican Republic:r. ‘-.C‘nes‘.tar Boales sa;id ke thoughtr
thatka.n intermal State .plnnniﬁé:paper outlining an ambitious .
mra'n*liuary plan (ard a2llegirg:Specisl .Group :ip;roval) exceeded L
the Sgecial Group's action. Mr. Parrott's notes supported that

mp*'ession. The following is an excerpt from the minutes: o

General Cabell noted that the internal dissidents were G e o
pressi_.é fo. the release to them of certain =pall arms now in . e

U.S. nands in the Dominican Republic. Ze inquired whether 'the '
feelingz o2 the CGrovp romained that thoce arms. chould not be o
passed. The pembers showed no :th.h.,a foa to take a contrary : A
posi.t*cn at this time.” * . 7 L

25my1960 0 - | :

The agenda of the Special Group meeting for this date proposed .

discussion of *further guidance ito Desrborn re contacts with

- dissidents.” The minutes of the meeting, however, mike no mention 0

.| "Department from Dearborn: 'May 26 I had long talk with © - . . . ..
] boo oo [T made no request for arms which - R L
indicates group bas accepted fact it must do with what it has. VR

,f.' T e _', N B I L . . o
A # The small arms to:which General Cabell referred were the sudbmachize .’
5 guns, which were poucked to the station but were rever. passed to the
= -dissidents.
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Hiz caly statement on this rubject was that group has aras bub is S O
sozewhat concermed wistler endugh. o cler . Y

""'He st.ated--‘—a'ctic—- group planning overthrow -Trujillo for i ::
past 3 weeks and resrecenting enti-copmunist pro-demos ratic
elerents ¢f which ke mepber rewailns on brink final performance
and detercined as ev er. Said he could give me no date because
a:tion cepends whea Trujillo, follous awaited pattern which
not known.in advance.. Groun ‘has dvra..g,e ent for beirg informed
sufficien 1y in advarse to get into assigned positiodhs once
sigoal given. He asked if United Sta\.ea prervared assist pro-
Uni ted States Dominicans quickly if tkey succeed overtharow
;rujillo.

"L replied . . . speed with which assistance could be
given would be increased ccosiderably 1T we could bhave prior
infs on such subjects as timing, plans for action, pﬂraonalities

.1 . _-involved asd identity of Droposed jz.:xta. v » « o He replied
participants were pot preprured give thelr numes untll afterward
end could not give tize for reasons stated earlier. « « « - o«

"Re timing [—isumssed e'lent could happen any day and . . BRI .
could in fact have happenmed 3 times in last 2 weeks' excapt that . . . - . :
necessary juxiaposiilcn of forces did not materialize.” S

29 May 1961

7 L

.  "For Dearborn from State . . ... . We nust not yun risk
of U.S. association with political assassination, since U.S..
- as matter of geaeral-policy cannot condone assassination. Thi
oo -laste principea. is overridinz and must prﬂvall 4n doubiful
. gituation. . . . . . You must request and receive further ] L. _
' specific 4nstruc\,icn for any. specific covert activity. At the T
present time we are unable to transfer aras to dissidents. . » o - S S

(Cozment: Both Teardorn aad the chief of staticn sent S

>

cables commenting ca this guidance cable, ""neir cables vere filed




e

in Ciudad Trujillo on 30 May but vere nos recelved in %asaington

uatil the early moraing hours of 31 May--about eizht hours

“"after the essassinatfon toox place. Excerpts follow.)

31 Mav 1051 T

"State from Learcora . . . . . If attempt is made by U.S.
friends assassinate Trujillo there will be mccusations against
us and best we can do is see there is no proof. Createst da.nger
point is | He wvas given swall mumber arms by
-dissident agent to hold several days and has told several persons
dissidents obtained these items frcm consulate. [ |toid me
- same and I have informed him this cannot. be true or T would krow
‘anpd when ke requested me supply arms through him for dissidents
I told him this impossible. » . . . .

"Aseuze [the 29 May policy cable from State to Dearborn/ 1s’
final vord on present policy| imust be based.
This for practical purposes.retreat from previocus policy..
Eovever ¥qs aware extent to which U.S. Govermment already
assocint~i with aseassination. |

preparation must be witkdrawn mow. . . . . .|
U tried and not successful, |

gy "J
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Membrandw:'s., for..t... *ecard sig..nd ‘o_,' J. D. Esberline, 1in mrt-

. "ine evening of -2 June, 1t -as deciled to imediately

. move ou% of tha Dominican Repubiic the Stztfon Coief[  and
Case Oficer] | It was elso dacifed that Admiristrative
Assistans] | skould zot retam to Trujillo. Accord-.
inzly, an operatizzal dmmediate coble was .,e:zt. to the station
the afternoca of 2 Juze issuirz epproprizte instructlons.™

s

T

.

9 June 1961

Memorandum for the record signed by J. C. King, subject:
"High-Level Heeting on Daminican Crisis"--in part: A

‘"The peeting was held at 1800 bours on 5 June 1S61 in Room
751% of the Departwent of State. Amcng hose ‘Present were Vice
Presicent 1yndon JSshinson, Secretary ‘McoHazara, General Iemnj.tzer,
Under Sec“etar_r ‘Bowles, Deputy Under Secret tary- “Alexts ‘Johnson,
¥r. Ed Hurrovy, Calef, USIA, Mr. Artbur &m.esinger, Mr. Rickard
Goodwin, Mr. Ted Achilles, Mr. Yx:: Coerr, Mr. Morales Carrion :
-and Mr. Janeson. i

"Vice Presideat Iyrdcn Johnson referred- to another messhge
fram Consul Gereral Deartorn whick vas iz zn alarmist tone as to
the possibllity of implicating the United States in the delivery of
arms to the dissidents. The Vice President then asked arhat )
wvas t.he timirg and authority on’ the deli‘rery of arms. o

(ch:::ent- T’ne’ message !:9 waich Vice P'-esident .J'o:mszmw

referred is not in the ‘FMDEED ‘operationral ﬁles. We did not p
:‘,fmd 'a copy i.n & search of Cable Socret.ar:La* archives. Jake.
Esterli_.e w30 a“pears 10 have 'idden h,_r:l on post—assassination

planni.o does not recail navi..g zeaxd of Vice Pre.»idnnu Johnson s

DAt S e




guery. ice reco-d uzzests that re ne

7 of it ‘:,u_;t.dcestno- o |
reme:v'oer. Trere is an unsizoed memorzni-m in the PMITED: ;C'-le
da’oed 6 Juae 1951 (ihe day efter the eesing.at Vlv:?;ta.te), subject.
| _] Views on. :ﬁ.s;aée ;f Arzs ‘totx;azini(;an i)'Saidenvs.” "
'fhe r:e:::oranduq_ suzzarizes State Depariment- Cops.zlate 'nvoh'e:aen"
in havingyeapo_ns furnisted o toe dissidents. T:.e muting'a::d
record, steet attached to the zemorandim saows it vas originated
byw VH3/IPLH, exd was furvaried to C/OPS/4H
(Estéi-liae.) .;‘.'.‘E.sterline iﬁitiaied tze routing and record.sheet

‘and returned the memo:and\:n to [:l Tais suges;s to us . .

[

that J. C. King upon returning frem tnn "enti..g at State, assedz
Esterline to have a stzmary pulled toge ther. _

Jd. C. King remembers the meeting at which the Vice President
nsked about the delivery of arms. He does_pot no¥ recall the
épecif:ic q_uery Re-reading his memomndm;ecord of the meeting
leads him to believe that tke Vice President's question vas
directed to one of the State repv-esnnyat ves. Ee feels dzat,
,fif 1t had been directed to CIA, ke would have wade rention of

. ...that fact in-his record ot the’mée‘ti;’:.g.

, .
A rexorandum for the recond prepared by J. C. Kirgz of a % v.e"_

House meeting on the Deminican érisis ¢a' 7 June 1931 makes no mention

“ of U.5. involvement in passing veapons to the assassins, 'I.'ne meeting '

was chaired by the President, and Vice President Joansscn was Dresent.




e e st Bt 0 65

The pmceding, qui‘ie dewiled azd elmost wholly d::cu::énta:-y
b4 >

8(:\.0\.!1?. of U.S0 Govev-man* invclvament with persoas plotting

t.a° o»er‘..‘roa oi‘ “..,_,i.lo ca---_s thrrugh e ac..unl a.»assinat.ion
Early‘in the report we explaiped woy the cou :l:at wvas to fOllO'-(
the assassination never- took. p,ace. Another =:>sential par* of- the -

story is the roll-up of the assassmation g*cup apd the d_}.:.covery

;)f U.S. -involvement with them. The ccasulate cabled,_]
Mm 9 December 1961 that toe 7 Devesber iscue of the

Dc-.ni can newspaper La Hacion earrled a story

. ” ., . . based ca Huascar Tejeda Pi.mentel's statement
S to Judge of Instruction that Wizpy (Loreazo A. Berry)
R ' provided the caliber 30 H-l Carasd autczatic carbizes used
( ~— . to Kill Trujillo." _

HERGAY B

T , i N ‘_i.nterro@tions of the captured assassins. The folloving summary : Lo s

; is dmvn fmm the FBI's re;port of its interviews of Ortiz, the. SIM

ofﬁ.cer vho headed the inves mtion of the assassination.

s T ’ L....ediately after the slaying all of the assass.ms assembled AR

at the house of- General Juan Topas Diaz. Dr. Robert Reid Cabral ST e

_was called to treat the cost seriously wounded assassii.'/ L
. i

} Since Dr. Reid




- . L . R te »
ir beling cailzd as a rhyroician lea:ned't‘:e identivie

ey

5 Of the aszessins,

Ge::e:el Diaz said he could no» e.’lo; Pr, Reid to go fn-e. . Génsi':;l

. A A N S

to furmizh "c“ugf‘ in Reld's house for four

“Plaz e forced D'- Raid

of the as..aasi.ns (Ga_.e*-al Diaz, Anucnio de la Maza, Salvador ' . _ ST

i Estrella, and Eoberts Postoriza). fhe other assassins went their

-

separate ways.

Uithia hours after eatering Dr. Rejd's aouse, Geaeral Diaz

' and his th three co"p;‘.xi“::; began to nﬂ.."_ic. {iz might be noted here

that the assassins were so sure that the coun would follo-l and t;..ey

would all be natfopal beroes that they had ...ade aosolu tely kaow

Plans for hiding or es:ape.) De la Maza called for Mrs. Reid and S

4

ordered Dr. ‘?eid out of the rocm De la Maza thereupon raped MrS'

Reid in the presence of his ct—paniecns., Paswr:].m and Zs.mlla vere

iE N

Pa-stox'imﬁi‘eft the house soon after

highly incensed over the rape.

a near-ﬁght and & dravn-weapons confrontation.

Estrells left after . ' | ° o

& fev hours. Diaz and de le Maza left later and were killed in a

s‘unﬁaht vhile resi’tmg arrest. Both Pastoriza and Estmna were

wptured torturnd and confessed. follod.ng are excernts from

‘the FBI's report of _its"ﬂnuerviews w'lta Or+iz,

tf‘e S5IM mvestigator.

"« . . after Pastoriza ler: Gener=l Juan Tomas Diaz co&posed
a -z.uegraa eddressed to Presiden® Romulo Petancour: o7 Venezuels,
vhich said, *We who have xilled Trujillo urgently need your nelp

in orzZer to "1ee the counur" Sig:xad Geue*al JL&.’.[ Tomas Diaz.'
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telegram on tie Lasis that he
himsel? gregtely o
G what L2 ho

T e

Te take this (e

cacaze s0 incensed trat

him arcund and even want s0
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then said that “be

if fff% ?frhed but that he would rot deliver the telegram to

h
.
§
i

gt e o

k(3 - 3 -
« » «» the source penticned th

gaticn
cf the conspirators whe wentioned icials
vere involved, they were all asksd to identi N, Uzited States
officials, but none of the conspirators were able to ifantif
these officizals by nzze end zeniioned only that they were hizgh

functiczaries of tis United States Depariment of
only nawe of any Lmerican officizl which was disc

- 57 -
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"{ . . . the source cemmented i 1T cors

themselves

Department
¥ tzoughi
< . . wWas S
jmply a metho 10 fnr : Reman to give his ;
t : 0gators epinion

e 4 luvoilied in

nls plot, the ter orzanized and

the coup would have succeeded. )

. + » » by the latier part ~° Ju
L e had pretty well establisted the iden {
’ L v involved in the plot, many ©f wicm had heen arrested and :
( e interrogated. The oaly ones not acoounzed for were Luls Aniama
T Tio and Antonio Imbert RBarrerzs. As previocusly related, General
Juan Tcoas Diaz, tonio e la Maza, a i t
Garcia Guerrero were killed when resisting arrest. (A% this .
B ’ . point the source related that 1?2 Ganeral Dlaz, Lieut. Carcia, £
) de la Maza, Amiama, and Inbert had been capiured, and made to :
talk, it is certain that zany many more prisozers would nave
) been taken.)

¥ orp 3

¥ "As far as the source is aware, the only ipdividuals who
: vere arrested as a result o the assassination of Trujillo, who
7y : were drougnt before the courts were Tavares and Cererzal Roman.
aee : " As far as iie source is aware, nc other irdivideal arrested in
. ) : connection with +this plot wes brouzkht before @ny Deminican .
" court. | .
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To recap: )

&. Assistant Secretary of State Rubctiom told J. C. King
on 28 Juze 1960 that the U.S. Govermment was prepared €0 partici-
pate in the overthrow of the Trujillo r‘eéize to the extent of
providing & small mimber of saiper rifles for the removal of
key Trujillo people frow the scene. General Cabell, as Acting
DCI, on 1 July 1950 approved delivering 12 Springfield rifles to
the Dminicau.dissidents by air drop_ The rifles
were never delivered.

. On 10 February 1951 tke chie? of station cabled a
suggestion that one small-size, niga-fire-power Weapon be

forwardsad in each pouch. This Suggestion was not acted upon.

OrANTT  riTa oy . .
\{'i-:?.'z—«i':r'" §i700 ¢
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€. On 17 March 1931, reguest

. of Consul vcane_ral‘Dearpon_for_‘fe pou"""lo of- t‘.nree °8 caliber

Smith and ".!esso* Speeial pistols for uuivcry to key rembers

b
i

of the disoident group. Hnadqua*te“" was preparing to pouc‘h

the piatol.; cut c.p..arently did not do so. .There is no 1nd’ication'
in the EMDEED operaticral files that tre pistols vere actually
pouched. The mquest for pis tols appears to have been overt._.ken
_by a subsquent. request Tor su*macnine guns.. : ] - .

d. Om 26 .'!a*ch 1661 the st *1on cabled a- request for

pemibsion to pass three semi-aumatic M- ca"bines plus

ammun.i tion to 'n‘e carbines and ammuni tion

vere in the consulate, baving been left by departed naval personnel. ;

. The station requested t.hat. headguarters pouch magazines. Head- o B ¢

. quarters approved passing the carbines and ammunition and- ‘pouched i .

t.he magazines. The cable autho*izing passing the carbines waSs N

S5

released by the DD/P (Bi.»sel.l)

The station cabled that the

on 7 April 1901 [::lat the request

of the dissidenus, gave the car:n.‘.ﬁs tol lfor

SRR

s

S
‘

‘= .. ~-carblnes'were passed to

et

4

-

" temporary safekeeping. later recovered tae carbires f'ro:n

and gave them to Anucnio de la ‘:am, '.rho repov'tedly kep..
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trem in the trunx of his automobile. It it prcbable that at least

ones 0!‘ the carbines was taken to the’ sceme cf . uhe assassination

1'.7 de 1 .1{ "‘.3‘.3’ but we have no evi Jem.e that 1‘-:,':'.(3 actuall_/ v...,e-:l

in the sacotin,, 0"2:12, the SIM investigator, told the FBI that

the assassins who were appreheznded and i;terrcgﬁted spoke only

of the firing of a sawed-off shotgun, revolvers, and pistols.
e. While at headquarters for consultations in early April

1041 iaf of St_ticn_ evidantly provelled upon

, Chie
beadquarters, to pouch four M 3 submachine guns and ammunition

s

to the station. The submachine guns were pruched and arrived

on 17 April that the submachine guns were not to be passed to

the dissidents without additional headquarters approval. . Despite

’ ‘repeahed pléas from the Chief of Station and from the Consul

General, Washington continued to refuse authorization to pass
them. We think it is safe to conclude that the submachine guns

were never passed to the dissidents.

A f:l.nél, and rather sorry, footaote: We do pot know the

motivations of men-such as

Aniaza Tio, end Antonio Imbert. The SIM interrogations of the plotters

it captured revealed that they were not greatly motivated by a desire

‘at the station on 19 April 1961. Headquarters cabled the station -




to live in & free &nd democrat oubl a5t 0f thenm were seekfng

vengeance or personai gain Ceaeral Pooaia, who uns to have takea over.

end :am as interin goversment, adzitied that re bad had no intention "
of'vfer:\;i'tti;ng free eiections_. He nad ‘plé.::.'e;l-to estabi:ish himself
és the naw Dominicaﬁ. "s.:tro.fgxran". replazing Trudillo _' Ceﬁeral Juan
Tomas Diaz vas ’qitber‘ over having teea publicly disgraced by Trujillo
and thea cashiered from tke army. Aatonio de 1a Maza alco had a

rad been killed by tke

‘persomal grudge. HLs LITIET, {eunvio,
Trujillos to conceal his and their participation in the slaying
of Gerald Murphy in the Calindez case. Most of the others also

bhad pgrsonal reasons for wishing Trujillo dead.




