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The cast of characters surrounding
the seizure of anti-Castro
hardware as outlined on these pages
is particularly interesting.

The raw material cited in the
footnote is attached. Note
reference to Briniuer and Oswald.
Below that McLaney brothers and
Victor Espinosa and Frank Sturgis.
Not attached is a critical New
Orleans field office memo to

FBI headquarters linking Briniuer
to the McClaney/Sturgis operation.
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sonally as a traitor if he doing something wrong in the debate. When he saw the
guidebook for Marines, he smiled to me, and he told me, “Well, listen, Carlos,
don’t try to do un invasion with that guidebook for Marines, because that is an
old one and that will be a failure.” That was his Joke in that moment.

After that we went to the debate, and I think that you have the whole history
of the debate, you have the transeription and everything, [so] that I don’t have
to go inside that, because that is subjective, not objective. You have the ob-
jective, and that is the debate.

Mr. L1eBeLFr. That is.right. WWe do have a transcript and we listened to it on
the tape last night over at the television station too.

Mr. BRINGUIER. And there is something that I want to show you too. I told
to you about the training camp that were across the Lake Pontchartrain,

Mr, LieBeLER. Yes. ‘

Mr. BRINGUIER. [Producing newspaper.] At the beginning of August in the
Diario Las Americas from Miami for September 4——

Mr. LIEBELER. ¥or September 4, 10637 ’

Mr. BriNguiEr. That is right. [Indicating photograph.] This is the spy
who was inside the training camp. The Christian Democratic Movement turned
bim over to the FBI, and the FBI was questioning him in Miami, The Christian
Democratic Movement found a letter, according to this information, from this
guy directed to Carlos Lechuga, former Cuban Ambassador to Mexico and now
Cuban Ambassador to the United Nations in New York. In that letter the spy,
Fernando Fernandez, \\'as'warning. Lechuga that they have to be alert from that
date to August 8, and the day that Oswald came trying to infiltrate my orga-
nization was on August 5. This sounds for me strange in all this matter.

{Indicating.] Here is another interview from Fernandez here 3 days later.

Mr. LIEBELER. You are referring to a copy of the same newspaper but for the
date of September 6, 1963, on the front page of which

Mr. BriNguier. [Indicating.] Here. “Fernundo Fernandez is in favor of
coexistence with the Communist regime of Castro.” That Is the title in
Spanish. .

Mr. LIEBELER. Let me see if I can understand what you are saying. You say
that Fernandez wrote a letter to Lechuga? ’

Mr. BRINGUIER. Fernandez wrote a letter to Lechuga in Mexico.

Mr. LiepeLer. Lechuga is a member of the Castro government?

Mr. BRINGUIER. Right.

Mr. LieBeLer. He is now Ambassador to the United Nations?

Mr. BrINGUIER. In New York; right. .

Mr. LieBeLer. Fernandez is the person who was the Castro spy who had in-
filtrated the training camp in Louisiana?

Mr. BriNGUIER. For the Christinn Democratic Movement here in Louisiana.

Mr. LieBELER. Now the Christian Democratic Movement is—what? Pro-
Castro? o

Mr. BRINGUIER. Anti-Castro. .

Mr. LieBeLer. It is an anti-Castro organization? )

Mr. BriNGUIER. Yes; they were training Cubans over here to make a com-
mando action against Castro, but they find out that there was a Castro spy
inside.the training cawmp, and they went back to Miami with the people and with
him, and they turn him over to the FBI. I think that after that the leader
for the Christian Democratic Movement—or that the FBI didn't found nothing,
because was not against the law to spy inside an anti-Castro organization. It
was against the law to spy inside the U.S. Government but not inside the anti-

- Castro organization. And my feeling—and this is the question that I am asking

myself—in New Orleans we are about 900 miles from Miami. In Miami is where
the headquarters of all the anti-Castro groups. I could not find any reason
for Oswald to come to me and offer me his service to train Cubuns in guerrilla
warfare at the sume moment when there was a secret anti-Castro training camp
in New Orleans and a Castro spy was inside that training camp. That for me
is—because, if he was willing to infiltrate one active organization, he will go
directly to.Miami and he will offer his service over there in Miami, but not in
New Orleans where it is not publicly known thu. :here was soinething going on
at that moment. I believe that that was the ouly timne here In New Orleans that
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there was something like that, and it was. a coincidence, And there is another
coincidence too for me, and that is that when Oswald left the city he went to
Mexico, and the letter from Fernandez that was Intercepted here was to. Mexico
too, and Oswald visit the Cuban consulate in Mexico, and the Fernandez letter
was to the Cuban Ambassador to Mexico. For me, that is a big doubt,

Mr. LiegeLER. Go ahead.

Mr. BRINGUIER. You sce, after the debate, the same night of the debate, I
went to the radio station here in New Orleans and the local papers and the
United Press International office, and I gave a press release. If you want a
copy, I could give youa copy. Igavea copy to the Secret Service,

The most interesting thing is the four things that I asked to the Secret
Service of New Orleans. I think that this is the second one where I said,
“Write to your Congressman asking for a full Investigation of Mr. Lee H.
Oswald, a confessed Marxist” [producing document]. And that was 3 months
before the assassination. '

Mr. L1eBELER. Do you have another copy of this?

. Mr. BRINGUIER. I have the original of that. You can have that.

* Mr. LIEBELER. 1 have marked a copy of the press release distributed to the
various communications media here In New Orleans, on August 16, 1963——

Mr. BRINGUIER. No, August 21,

Mr. LIEBELER. August 21, 1963?

Mr. BRINGUIER. August 21, the night of the debate.

Mr. LiepeLes. I mark it as “Exhibit No. 3" to your deposition, and I have
initialed it. Would you {mnitial it?

[The witness complied.) .

Mr. LIEBELER. Let me go over some of this testimony that you have just
given to see if I understand. Mr. Fernandez wrote to Mr. Lechuga a letter
in which Fernandez said that we—méaning the Castro people? - ’

Mr. BRINGUIER. Yes. , ]

Mr. LIEBELER. Must be on guard up until August 87 -

Mr. BRINGUIER. August 8, that is right. .

Mr. LiepeLER, Of 1963? )

Mr. BRINGUIER. That is right. . :

Mr. LI1EBELER. You indicated that Oswald had come to your store or offices
on August 5, 1963?

Mr. BrINGUIER. That is right.

Mr. LieseLer. Oswald came to you offering to assist in the military training
of Cubans? o ’

Mr. BriNguUIER. That is right. .

Mr. LiEBELER. At that time, there was, in fact, a training camp near New
Orleans
Mr. BriNguier. That is right. ’

Mr. LiEBELER. For the training of people for military action against Castro?

Mr. BRINGUIER. Right.

Mr. LIEBELER. And that was not public knowledge at that time?

Mr. BriNgUIER. That is right. .

Mr. LIEBELER. S0 you are tying this up in your mind by considering the pos-
sibility that Oswald was, in fact, a Castro agent?

Mr. BRINGUIER. That is right.

Mr. LieseLER. And did know about the existence of this training camp, be-
cause Mr. Fernandez had already himself infiltrated that training camp?

Mr. BriNaUIER. That is right.

Mr. LiEBELER. And that Fernandez had told Oswald about the existence of this
camp and had asked Oswald himself to try to infiltrate that camp for your
organization?

Mr. BRINGUIER. Excuse me.

Mr. LiesBerer. Is that correct? .

Mr. BRINGUIER. Well, the only thing that I don’t believe is that Fernandez
had told directly to Oswald. What I believe is that Fernandez had informed
some people outside the United States, and these people had informed Oswald and
had gave to Oswald the order to try to infiltrate the Cuban group here in New
Orleans. '
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Mr. LreBeLer. And Mr. Fernandez was, on this theory, aware of that and was
aware of approximately the time Oswald would make this attempt, and, there-
fore, indicated to Lechuga that there would be some danger of Oswald being
discovered as an attempted infiltrator?

Mr. BRINGUIER, I beg pardon? I don’t understand the words.

Mr. LieseLER. As I understand, part of the hypothesis here, the theory, re-
Intes to the fact that Fernandez said to Lechuga, “We must be careful, or we
will be in danger,”—up until about August 8. Now does that statement have
anything to do with Oswald? '

Mr. Brincurer. Well, what I think is this: He send that letter to Lechuga, and
on August 5 Oswald came to me offering his service to train Cubans, all in the
same period of time. Something that never was happening here in New
Orleans, that there was a secret anti-Castro training camp, and the chalirman
of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee trying to join the Cuban group here in
New Orleans. Those are the facts. I don't want to tell something that I am
not sure about. I just want to show you that tremendous coincidence or that
connection.

Mr. L1eBeLER. Now it doesn't seem likely, does it, that Oswald would go around
handing out literature in the streets like he did if he was actually attempting
to infiltrate the anti-Castro movement?

Mr. BriNGUIER. Remember that that was after I turned down his offer and
after I told him that I don't have nothing to do with military activities and
that here there is nothing, and that I turned down completely him. He didn’t
went openly to do that before the attempt to infiltrate the training camp;
he went openly to do that after he was turned down.

Mr. LieseLER. Do you know of any conceivable association between anybody
in the pro-Castro movement and Oswald that could have acted as a source of
{nformation to Oswald—conducted the orders to him?

Mr. BRINGUIER. No.

Mr. LieBeLeEr. Would you have any way of obtaining information of that sort
as a result of your anti-Castro activities and contacts? If there were such a
person as this, do you think you would be likely to know about it? :

Mr. BRINGUIER. Beg your pardon?

Mr. LieBeLER. If there were such a person, that is to say, some agent of the
Castro movement who had been working with Oswald, do you think that you
would have had access to that information or you would have been hl\ely to
find out about {t?

Mr. BRINGUIER. You see, that is a hard question, because here ln the city you
have a lot of persons. There are some who are pro-Castro, there are many
who are anti-Castro. Even among the Cubans you could have some Castro
agents here in the city and you could not have control of everybody.

But there is something else: The owner of the Havana Bar—the Havana Bar

is located in 117 Decatur Street, just two door or three door from my store—-

the owner of the Havana Bar is a Cuban, and he and one of the employees
over there, gave the information to me after Kennedy’s assassination—not
before—that Oswald went to the Havana Bar one time. He asked for soine
lemonade. He was with one Mexican at that moment, and when Oswald was
drinking the lemonade, he start to say that, sure, the owner of that place lad
to be a Cuban capitalistic, and that he argue about the price of the lemonade.
He was telling that that was too much for a lemonade, and he feel bad at that
moment, Oswald feel bad at that moment—he had some vomits and he went
out to the sidewalk to vomit outside on the sidewalk. These persons here from
the Havana Bar told me that the guy, the Mexican, who was with Oswald, was
the same one that one time the FBI told them that if they will see him, call them
immediately because that was a pro-Communist. I remember that was between
August 15 and August 30 was that period of time. I could not locate that
because I start to find out all these things after the Kennedy assassination, not

" before, because before I did not found any -counnection. They did not told

nothing of this before to me. Between the 15th and the 30th the brother of
the owner of the Havana Bar came to my store asking me to call the FBI, be-
cause he already saw one automobile passine by the street with two Mexicans,
one of them the one who had been with « swald in the bar, and he told me

45
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Fair Play for Cuba Committee materials on one uneventful oc-

casion in Dallas sometime during the period April 6-24, 1963

Oswald’s first public identification with that cause was in New Or-

leans. There, in late May and early June of 1963, under the name

Lee Osborne, he had printed a handbill headed in large letters “ITands

Off Cuba,” an application form for, and a membership card in, the

New Orleans branch of tlie Fair Play for Cuba Committee3!” He

first distributed his handbills and other material uneventfully in the

v vicinity of the U.S.S. Wasp, which was berthed at the Dumaine Street

Yoo wharf in New Orleans, on June 16, 1963.2*¢ He distributed literature

) in downtown New Orleans on August 9, 1963, and was arrested because

' of a dispute with three anti-Castro Cuban exiles, and again on August

. 16, 1963.3* Following his arrest, he was interviewed by the police, and

" at. hlS own request, by an agent of the FBIL.2* On August 17, 1963, he

appeared briefly on a radio program ! and .on Aug,ust 21, 1963, he

debated over radio station' WDSU, New Orleans, with Carlos Brin-

cuier, one of the Cuban exiles who had been arrested with him on

o . August 9.3 Bringuier claimed that on August 5, 1963, Oswald had

o ‘lttempted to mﬁlnate an anti- C‘lSth organization with which he was
associated.’®

, While Oswald publicly engaged in the activities described above,

his “organization” was a product of his imagination.®* The imaginary

president of the nonexistent chapter was named A. J. Hidell,*** the

name that Oswald used when he purchased the assassination weapon.*¢

Marina Oswald said she signed that name, apparently chosen because

. it thymed with “Fidel,” 3?" to her husband’s membership card in the

- New Orleans chapter. She testified that he threatened to beat her if

she did not do s0.2?® The chapter had never. been chartered by the

.~ US

ol

[

} - national FPCC organization.®*® It appears to have been a solitar
r M . ) Lnd . - . .
ki operation on OQswald’s part in spite of his misstatements to the New
i Orleans police that it had 35 members, 5 of which were usually present -

330

—_—~

at meetings which wereheld once a month. :
Oswald's Fair Play for Cuba activities may be viewed as a very
shrewd political operation in which one man single handedly created
publicity for his cause or for himself. It isalso evidence of Oswald’s
reluctance to describe events accurately and of his need to present
himself to others as well as to himself in a light more favorable than
was justified by reality. This is suggested by Iis misleading and some-

' time untruthful statements in his letters to Mr. V. T. Lee, then
, national director of FPCC. In one of those letters, dated August 1,
' 1963, Oswald wrote that an oftice which he had previously claimed to

have rented for FPPCC activities had been “promply closed 3 days .
later for some obsure reasons by the renters, they said something
about remodelinig ect., I'm sure you understand 7t Te wrote that
“thousands of cireulars were distrubed” @2 and that he continued to
receive inquiries through his post office box which he endeavored
“to keep ansewering to the best of my ability.” s 1In his letter to
V. T. Lee, he stated that he was then alone in his efforts on behalf
of FPCC, but he attributed his lack of support to an attack by Cuban

407
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exiles in a street demonstration and being “officialy cautioned” by the
police, events which “robbed me of what support 1 had leaving me
alone.” 334

In spite of those claims, the Commission has not been able to un-
cover any evidence that anyone ever attacked any street demonstration
in which Oswald was involved, except. for the Bringuier incident nien-
tioned above, which occurred 8 days after Oswald wrote the above
letterto V. T. T,ee 25 Bringuier, who seemed to be familiar with many
anti-Castro activities in New Orleans, was not aware of any such
incident.®  Pglice reports also fail to reflect any activity on Oswald’s
part prior to August 9, 1963, except for the uneventful distribution of
literature at the Dumaine Street wharf in June.® Furthermore, the
general‘tenor of Qswald’s next letter to V. T. Lee, in which he sup-
* ported his report on the Bringuier incident with a copy of the charges
made against him and a newspaper clipping reporting the event, sug-
gests that his previous story of an attack by Cuban exiles was at least
greatly exaggerated.®® While the legend “FPCC 544 Camp St. NEW
ORLEANS, LA.” was stamped on some literature that Oswald had

in Liis possession at the time of his arrest in New Orleans, extensive

investigation was not able to connect Oswald with that address, al-
though it did develop the fact that an anti-Castro organization had
maintained offices there for a period ending early in 19629 Tle
Commission has not been able to find any other indication that Oswald
had rented an office in New Orleans. In view of the limited amount
of public activity on Oswald’s part before August 9, 1963, there also
seems to be no basis for his claim that he had distributed “thousands”
of circulars, especially since he had claimed to have printed only 2,000
-and actually had only 1,000 printed. In addition, there is no evidence
that he received any substantial amount of materials from the na-
tional headquarters 3 o '

In another letter to V. T. Lee, dated August 17, 1963, Oswald wrote
that he had appeared on Mr. William Stuckey’s 15-minute television
program over WDSU-TV called “Latin American Focus” as a result
of which he was “flooded with callers and invitations to debate’s ect.
as well-as people intérested in joining the F.P.C.C. New Orleans
branch.” *! WDSU has no program of any kind called “Latin Ameri-
can Focus.” 2 Stuckey had a radio program called “Latin Listening

Post,” on which Oswald was heard for less than 5 minutes on Angust

17,1963.2 Tt appears that Oswald had only one caller in response to

all of his FPCC activities, an agent of Bringuier’s attempting to learn :

nore about the true nature of the alleged FPCC “organization” in
New Orleans.+ ‘ :
Oswald’s statements suggest that he hoped to be flooded with eallers
and invitations to debate. . This would have made him a-real center of
attention as he must have been when he first arrived in the Soviet Union
and as he was to some extent when he returned to the United States,
The limited notoriety that Oswald received as a result of {he street
fracas and in the subsequent radio debate was appareiitly not enough
to satisfy him. He exaggerated in his letters to V. T. Lee in un appar-

408
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gelzures &b filamilo ESPINOSA ﬁransporﬂed she dypamiis ©0
New Orleans in & rented trailer. Also {nvolved jn this

pomb plot wie CARLOS LERIBIDLEZ MIGUEI.ALNAREZ and SAM
BEWION, & [iami, Florida private detective.

- M T-3, who is personallyAacquainted with SAM
RENIONW and RICH 1AUCHLL, adviced rhat SH1 PELESON as
‘been involved, in toe past, with Cubad rovo lutioaaly
groups in plans Lo cink yachts tO obtain ipsurante,

arms deals and collection of funds for perSOﬂal uze.

. 1 T-3 advisedon June 4, 1963, RITH ALBERT S
. 1AUCHLL of collingville, 11linols recently arrived 12 :

§ . uiami, Florida in a Yord station Wagon with a losd of

| wrms for sale. Americana&venﬁurers and mercenaries,y CERATD
1 } s ATRICK PEMMING, Ry and F_RA‘EH{ ANTEONY STURGLG ook :
4. LAUCHLL arownd. tO et the different coban exile leaders in.
2 Cpsiami. 1AUCHLI cubsequently cold a .57 mm- tecoillcss

& - rifle to the GWFE, & Japanese machine gud o American

i R -~ mercenary BILL GARMVAN, WO automatic rifles and &0 French
91 guns to ranoN FONT of comandos Ly aqd mizcellaneoud

other éqpipmant to.other}organizations.

.1i _ L MM T;3 éxplained‘that'whcn LAUCHLI'arrived in
piani in June of 1963; his stationwngon'contained .50 caliber

TRCERED from
MAY 7 1938 o |
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machine guas,

@__! ToclId: 32423

MM 105-1742

nine sub-machine gune, outomstic rifles
and a number of foreign-made weapnns. IAUCHLI sold
aearly all of these arms, and at reasonable prices.

ained that 1AUCHLI 18 moxe interested
lag no emotional feeling
oy the

m1 T-3 expl
in arms sslas as @ gun dealex, and
“about the Cuban axile cause of trying to overthe
present Government in Cuba. ‘

37.
b ]
wir 190
00J
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FBI informant during missile crisis
suggested that Castro could be
assassinated through underworld channels
inside Cuba and that the informant would
fund this if U.S. government would :
assure such endeavor would not adversely
effect the national 'security. See
attached Hoover memo. We need to identify
and interview informant.

S
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% Vylloi : Director, FBI

" sumrcr: TIDEL CASTRO
“NTERNAL SECURITY ~ CUBA

We have an informant who furnishes data concerning
" eriminal matters and who is close to high officials of the
Teamsters Union. He has many contacts nlth hoodlun and
. gambling elcments throughout the United States. He is most-
concerned that his relat Lonshlp with the FBI not be revealod
since he feels certain that, if hlu coopglatlon becomes
knowvn, he vlll be killed 1mmemxauc

On October 22, 1962, the informant volunteered to
our Los Angeles, Cal:fornla, Ofllce that he believes he could
arrange to have Iidel Castro assassinated. He explained
that some of his undcr*orld acquaintances, such as leyer LﬂnaLy,
in the past bave had closc eonneclions/in Cuba whoreby they
were able to Ybuy'' practically eny Cuban official ox to
‘accomplish a lno st anythlng they wanted to do in Cuba, He
believes some of these undeiworld figures still have channels
-~ inside Cuba through which Lhe assassination of Castro could be

successfully arranged.’ . - o

v

" A wf.&‘l’ 0.., ‘ ¥ A § f""ﬁ r""’"w SR VR m‘ou'ﬁ%ﬁ"»&ﬂ“\‘ 'm«nvﬂ ""“L'v ﬂ‘mw» v"“:s\\l.. -
) C o (\‘[, . RS “,.' S g AT AR A AR ""‘-—"'M"" :"‘-‘ ‘\ M.-’«:,_-.»:-;«-:.-,_..\ . ’ .!:'"-‘!

: /\/\)\" r' SR .”" . B ;wﬁ,,,.-

5 \\ %w“,“u’Qméw;T,,wa-~ ;,;;Eﬁa e said LhﬂL in the event thb

= , United States Government is inLercuLed in haV|nw the attempt

F4653

made, he would raise the necessary money and would want nothing
“from the Goverinent except assurance that such an underLaPLnn
would in no way adverscly affect the national security. lle
expressed confidence in his ability to accomplish this mission
without any additional contact with Government representatives

“and wi}h a minimum of contacts with private :L‘n(r"h(ltr"lmﬁ,.‘.~ "\
Rl pnony 7Y — S "“~-~-~‘_;‘,
109-539 SRREA) . DEPARTENT ormn:: ;
MAY‘ ‘7 ] : . A 3) vy .
AR / sl ) o e .

' DO J I llﬁ._/« x\ RECORDS BRARCH \ '5
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Book V, p. 13 Intelligence files in mid-1963 documenting
series of meetings among major leaders
of anti-Castro movement. Such a report
is attached. Attention to the cast of
.characters: i.e., Artime, Maceo, Somoza,
Carlos Prio. '

HW 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 15



S 1 105-1742
Intelligence
’-"'KT’\R)

~j.0nario (%1

1963, ALFREDO BORJAS:

23ana 32 T :..":‘.‘ L

Aq
4B on pugnzt 23>
3B chlef of “ha movimiento de Recupcracion Revolu
H anti-CﬁSt?D_orgznization of NAUUEL.ARTX&E, sdvized chat the
4% MRR-Com&m&ca ok CARLOS EANDIN is & dissident proup. BORJIAS
j& . agid €hst ghwoutt his contacts in the latter organiﬁ&ﬁiom,
3 he had dﬁ@ﬂrtﬂ‘uﬁd ghat onLY about five menbals of BANDIN'S
a8 ¢ organiniiion 1anded A0 cuba at the cime of the JUe 20,
iy 1863 jpvasion foae I :
BORIAS aaid the CRC press released were S public ty
ed any credibil ey and -
’ when the )

soicfived and destroy
CRE WAy pave had UP co that &3¢ :
hoax, ALTO1I0 TACE CARLOS PATDIN

e CRC foT the

chey toth

ublic relationd for the
formeT Praﬂicunt of Nicaraguds had recently ba
. yashinghods Do Gobd reportedly conferred with ynited States
Govermmamt sficials, and about ten days ago arrive in
rloridas '
a serles of

GARCIA said that SOMOZA cdnducted
11 of the well—kndmn Cubian
preapdede. AL

meetinfs in which nearly. 2
sedenl and pction group 1eaders &b
he had ralked O all the
ghane

exile pol - .
erinmsS,y S OV0ZA claimed
~1 American

t hese wES
Republics, an
.0 help cub the  Lor®

jles in
waed of

an GX

Presidents
pregidont® ape willing t
of training GoWPS s military equxpment,and b
from which O attack the present government of
his meetings with the

operatior £ 4
Cuba. * WOLA jpdicated that

.

r=.

fttir”lA
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" pregident:a of the several Central American Republd, <

8
gnd the leading figuras among ¢le Cubsn exiles i Wlam..
New York «nd Washington, were known to have the ganction
of tha United States Governwnent. 0N July 10, 19062,
SOMO0ZA lefl piami and returned to Nicaragud.

- on July 15, 1963, rhe "Hlemi Hews" contained
en article stating that there is growing speculamion in
pieni that Attorney Ceneral RODERT REEEn? 48 guiculy
backing eartain cuban exiles, such as A RUEL ARTLNE BWUBSA
and the sn-called soroZA Plan. It i3 noted thit VA NUEL
ARTIVE BULESA i8 ¢he head of the PRR, an anti-CASTRO
organization. o

g
e

Oon July 15, 1963, 111 T-3, who has been active
in Cuban revolutilonary matters for the past- flva years,

P R S THUTE TR I i A e s £
savioed fiirs Loe helowd-iisieu "L.'Gz.uumﬂ are gcom2 (B tha

better-known cuban exile leaders who met withvSOMDZA during
his recent visit to the United States: '
SANTIAGCO ALVAREZ RODRIGULEZ, Comandos L

JAUREANO BATISTA FALLA, Movimiento Democral
cristiano (IDC)

ANTONIO VECLANA,>Alpha 66

SIXTO MESA, MRR

JOSE MORELL RONERO, Cuban Committee of Liberation
CARLQS PRIO SOCARRAs; former President of Cuba

‘ 6

© RECEIVED 120

MaY. 7 1916
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111 105-1742

MANUEL ARTIME, MRR -
EUSEBIO KUJAL, 1abor‘leader
JOSE BOSCH, Cuban induétrialidt

On July 26,1963,
advised he hzd tolked with LUILS
while SOIDZA was in riamli during the

ALVAREZ euaty it is his opinion

b LU b
-an 1nterms:
the Cuban exiles.

eaid
disry between the United S

on August 20, 1963, ALVAREZ advised
nas yeb devalopad concerning the SCII0ZA plang
not clear wnak SOMOZA is offering,
Government's posgltlon or actitude is

said it 1s obvious so0zA cannot afford,
individual oxr a representative of the Nicarag

to back such a military program by Cuban exil

" have to have the backing and support of the

Government to goO on with his plan.

10e
N vms
23

?

1963, FERMIN FLEITES, member
£ the MDC, advised that about
officer visited th
ercd camps,

AN on July 30,
Executive Comamittee O

- ago, a Nicaraguan Army

‘ and in the name of 50M0ZA, off

and bases in Nicaragua.

pay the expensed of moving the MDC oper

AT e

FLEITES explained

positive actilon concerning this
ascertain what

MAY 7 115

4 |

CANTIACO ALVAREZ RODRICUEZ
g0.:07A about four hours
middle of July, 1263.
CONOZA w2z acting &2
Scates Covernmens sud

nothing

oW

or what the Unlted Htates
in this matter. ALVAREZ
either as a private
2n Govarament,
and will
jmited Stated

of tlhe

a week

2 100 Ezadguarters,
military eguipnent

This individual also offered Uo
ations to Nicartgua.

that the MDC had taken no
matter, and had adopted a
attitude the

3 1 wait and see'' policy to
5 B - By .- .. . >
‘i Uniq%§isg?uechovernment would take concernihg this matter.
; RIS V) T B NEEE. : '
. LT R
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cecretary of Reccate Democratico Revolucionarin, advized

that wihapr GOITOZA was in the United Stotes during July

of 1963, VANUEL ANTOILO DE VARCIA, head of the Regaate

Demoerabiad Revolucionario_(RﬂR), conferred wita SOHDEA
o in Piem!: and Wew York. At the invitaiion of SOMDZA, .
- VAROXA left for Iliearagua on August 1, 1963, <o agzin confer

with S0iozA, and ig expected to returmn co lomi in about &

on August’' 7, 1963, MARIO DEL CAMAL, Executlive

week.

on September 10, 1963 CARAL adwviced chat nothing
b ’ Lo

definize had baen established as & result of VAROLAW' &
viglt £o Wicaragudd, and that the futuze of tha propozed

sorozA Plan 1is uncertain.

on August 13, 1963, LAURCANO BATIGTA FALLA,
1+ i

(9
¢ T had reecently

militery leader of the 1wC, adviged Ta2
- yeturred frea Nicaragua, where he had conferxved Wwith
SOL0ZA , who lade no commitments OF indieated wmy defim:te
plan existed. SOWMOZA showed great interest in the Cuosn
problen, but offered mno posicive~help or aid in the way of
arms or training camps. '

. BATISTA FALLA gaid that CARLOS PRID SOCARPAS,
‘former President of Cuba, was in W.earagua st the same
time, confarred with so10zA, but did not recaelive any
offers of positive aid. BATISTA explained ihat PRYO
had just previously returned from the Dominizan Republic
(DR), and although PRIO and JUAN ROSCH, President of the
PR, hkad been friends for many yeals, PRIO was unable o

obtain amy military bases in the DR.

RUBEN DE LEON, former Cuban

On August 22, 1963,
dinator of the anti-CASIRO

‘ o Minister of Defense and Co-0Or

8.

e e ——




MM 105-1742

organization Armed Toreces of Cuba im ruwile, stated tLAt
uRZ PORTUOMIO0,

about e month ago, LUL3 SOHOZA told EMILIO Rl
former Cuban delegate to the United Mztions (1)
he (50:70z4) had talked to United States Attorney Genzral (AG)

e’ DOBERT KEGHEDY.

e
9 YA

¢

AG KEREEDY reportedly sall it was necessary for
SOMOZA to work out toe cuban problem ond Lo unite Cuban
VFIVE BULSA ve

SO:“0ZA recommendaed that A UEL ARTINE

'4. - exiles..
_  designated as tae leader of the Cuban exilles.
: DE LEOW advised that there vas later & peeting in
Mlenl at the hom2 of Nicaraguan Army Captain SOSE ALLZRETT
2.4 At tals

between SONMOZA and a num

meeling; carnZA sald there was a possibility of Nicsra

support for the Cuban exile anti-CAGERO movemant,

the exiles wpould have o accept ARTIIE astheir leader., There
. :

was considerable ocpposition to this sugs

leaders attending the meeting.
12,1963, PAULINO SILRRA TARTINEZ,

Cnba, advized
d with LUIS

‘

On September
former attorney and textile mill operator im
he had recently visited Nicaragua and conferre
SOl0ZA concerning help to Cuban exiles.

| , STIERRA said there are no training camps in

L Nicaragua oY Central America for Cuban exiles, and &1l the
propoced aid and backing has progressed no further than the
talking =stage. SIERRA said it seems LO him that evaryone
ig waiting for the United States Government to glve the

* ”green 1ight".

1M T-3 adviszed that nearly
Cuban exiles have conferred
the SOKOZA Plan is %oo big for

¢

: -;\QR;Segtcmber 12, 1963,
all cbﬁ-pdhﬁt;&& .

1 1; leaders among

with SOMOZA and now a ree thot
rﬁv 7 1915 &

- DOJ

9.
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SUpport.

“gnd polltie
| obtained a
' Covernment s

troining

SANTIAGO A

H . to use Po

advised ti
scctions,

put out &
purposes

4 Miami R:

I1I1.

and committ
‘“
Car

2l lenders novw feel thot

LR

PoslbL
becsu

conferencasy Lhey
campn dn Cent
‘has not progrcs&ed beyond the tallking stugee

S

. SoMoZA and the central American Republlcs

effect withoud Uni.ted States milicaxy

to

{
/

aid that the different Cub

ve commitment from
se alter
e arc not any Cuban ez

wtral America, and €

ORCANTZATIONS

comandos_L

. e T-3 advise
anti-CASTRO orpanizations

LVAREZ

The organizatloa
st Offi
| to collect money donations.

Oon July 29, 1963,
. prganization has
gince March of 1¢

orpganizaticd &0
such 28 & Women's Section,

¢ %o ralse funds.
rty-page booklet,
Le organization,

T
ae
Wi

q

Lod

of

concerning prev.

ALMAhEZ adnitted his group ha
ver, whic '

Lver, which W
KeCEIVED RO 10.

MAY 7 1978

L T UK S,
sed that ComEynues L io
-
2]

nd action grotups
ROLRIGUEZ, ANWTONLO CULSTEA
a

e

maintains no office &s suc

ce Box

363. The leadership is noy
jncrease membership,

ious military operations of

h will be used in the

01026 has noc

66, Riverside Station, MHia

put into
and political

an militaxy
Je sl

the United Staltes
w0 and a half mon&hn of

ile militexy
=he SONOZA Plan

. 1L
and &
hy b

SANTIAGO ALVAREZ ROSRIGUEZ
hod no military actiwity
18

1 $ 28 ca L R
y building cthe

establi@h-diff*ram&
a Publicily Gactionn, -

The orginization yeeenoly
setting forth #he aimz and
along with information

e

rhe organizal

g two boais in the
future for military

of1

1




Book V, p. 25
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Page 22

Helms directed Karamessinis and Angleton
to fully cooperate with the desk officer,
John Whitten, charged with investigating
the assassination. On November 24,
Mexico City cabled the names of known

contacts of Soviet personnel in Mexico

City and AMLASH's name (Rolando Cubela)

. was included on that list. Nonetheless

neither Fitzgerald, Helms, Tom K or
Angleton advised the desk officer of
significance of this name.



HW 54653

Book V, p. 25

DocId:32423622

Page 23

29

On November 23, 1963, the CIA
Headquarters asked the Mexico Station

to stop the planned arrest of Sylvia
Duran. Karamessinis speculated that this
was because CIA feared Cuba responsible
for assassination.

Headquarters equally concerned with

Duran on November 27 and warned '

Mexico City station chief that U.S.

ﬁmbassador pushing Cuban theory too’
ard. '



Book V, p. 27 AMLASH's case officer omitted reference

to the poison pen in his November 25
contact report of his November 22 AMLASH
meeting on instruction from Fitzgerald.

HW 54653  DocId:32423622 Page 24



Book V, p. 28 '"D" tells his story in Mexico City on
.~ November 25. On November 26, Mexico
City cables details of "D" interroga-
tion to CIA Headquarters. On December 1,
CIA Headquarters cables Mexico City that
the White House has been told that D's
story is a fabrication. ‘

HW 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 25



Book V, p. 30 On December 1, 1963, CIA Headquarters
cabled Mexico City that a sensitive
source ( o ) has advised
that a Cubana airlines flight to Havana
was delayed in Mexico City on November 22

- to pick up a passenger who rode in the
cockpit without going through customs.
This cable was found in Mexico City
file with no CIA headquarters record
of follow-up being found. ‘

HW 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 26



Book V, p. 35

HW 54653 DocId:32423622 - Page 27

In December, 1963, Sullivan prepared a
memo for Hoover's aid in briefing the
President that stated that no evidence
had been developed which would indicate
Oswald's assassination was inspired or
directed by Pro Castro organizations

or by any foreign country.



Book V, p. 40-41

HW 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 28

FBI Legat in Mexico City cabled
FBI Headquarters on November 24
that U.S. Ambassador felt Cubans
participated in assassination
effort. "Bureau may desire to
give consideration to polling
all Cuban sources in US in
effort to confirm or refute this
theory.'" FBI Headquarter's
supervisor determined this was
not desirable and would only
promote rumors.



HW 54653

Book V; P. 58
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Page 29

The CIA investigation reflected a
Soviet orientation, with exhaustive
studies of Oswald's activities in

re Soviet Union. There is no corres-
ponding CIA analysis of Oswald's con-

tacts with pro and anti Castro groups
in U.S. ‘
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Book V, p. 61- In December, 1963, the CIA learned that

63

DocId:32423622

Page 30

a Cuban American had crossed the border
from Texas into Mexico, on November 23

and arrived in Mexico City on November 25.
He stayed in a hotel until the evening of
November 27, when he departed on a
regularly scheduled Cubana airlines flight
to Havana using a Cuban courtesy visa and
an expired U.S. passport. He was the only
passenger on the flight. In March, 1964
the Agency received a report from a

source which alleged that the same Cuban
American had received a permit to enter
Mexico City on November 20 in Tampa,
Florida. The same source said the Cuban
American was somehow lnvolved in the
assassination.

The Agency did not follow up on this

“report other than to ask a Cuban

defector about his knowledge of the
Cuban American's activities. The FBI
did investigate the reported unusual
travel but did not fully report the
results of their investigation to their
Warren Commission. Their investigation
showed that this individual had lived

in Tampa and Key West and was pro-Castro.
He had traveled to Cuba in May of 1962
and had a brother in the Cuban military
who was studying in the Soviet Union.

On November 17, 1963, the Cuban American
was at a get-together at the home of a
member of the Tampa chapter of the Fair
Play for Cuba Committee. This was the
same Fair Play for Cuba Committee that
Oswald had possibly contacted in May of

1963.



Book V, p. 63-64
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In March of 1964, the Warren
Commission requested from Director
Hoover information on certain pro-
Castro and anti-Castro organizations
which were active in the U.S.
including the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee, and Alpha 66, among.
others. The Bureau furnished less
than .a full and satisfactory
response and did not disclose the
fact that the CIA had operational
interests in certain of the entities
inquired about.



Book V, p. 65 The FBI reports on Alpha 66 furnished
the Warren Commission noted the attack
on the Soviet vessel in March of 1963
but did not detail that group's
continued activity in planning and
carrying out their military operations
against Cuba. The FBI reports did not
show that Alpha 66 had been involved
‘with the New Orleans anti-Castro train-
ing camp.

HW 54653 DocId:32423622 Page 32



~Book V, p. 65 It is known that the CIA took an

' interest in the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee with which Oswald was
associated. According to Bureau
documents, the Agency advised the
Bureau that they were considering

the use of disinformation that might
embarass the Committee in areas where
the Committee had support.

HW 54653 Docld:32423622 Page 33



Book V, p. 72
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In late July 1964, an FBI informant
reported that the CIA was meeting with-
AMLASH for the purpose of assassinating
Castro. Informant also reported that
AMLASH was unhappy with the CIA's efforts
and that Attorney General Kennedy had
refused to support the plan but that the
plan had not been completely put to rest.
This information was not disseminated
outside the Bureau at the request of the
informant. But the Bureau notations
indicate that the Bureau was looking

into an underworld plot against Castro
that might be coincidental with the
AMLASH plan. The Bureau had first been
informed of AMLASH-CIA meetings in
October 1963. That information did not
indicate assassination involvement.



Book V, p. 74-75
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The AMLASH operation was insecure
prior to the Fitzgerald meeting
with AMLASH, a meeting that
Fitzgerald was urged not to under-
take by several in the Agency.



Book V, pp. 77-78
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ng 1

,71
.
. //
Individuals outside the CIA had
been brought into the| operation,

~and the Agency learned that one

of these individuals was in
clandestine contact with Cuban
intelligence (Cable from
European station to CIA Head-
quarters, 3/18/65).



