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Inventory for FOIA Request 2006-1878-F  
 
 

Records on Meteorite ALH 84001 
 
Extent  
8 folders; 177 total pages 
 
Access 
Collection is open to all researchers.  Access to Clinton Presidential Records is governed by the 
Presidential Records Act (PRA) (44 USC 22) and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 USC 552 
as amended) and therefore records may be restricted in whole or in part in accordance with legal 
exemptions. 
 
Copyright 
Documents in this collection that were prepared by officials of the United States government as part of 
their official duties are in the public domain.  Researchers are advised to consult copyright law of the 
United States (Title 17, USC) which governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of 
copyrighted material. 
 
Provenance 
Official records of William Jefferson Clinton’s presidency are housed at the Clinton Presidential Library 
and administered by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) under the provisions of 
the Presidential Records Act (PRA). 
 
Processed by 
Staff Archivist , 2009.  Previously restricted materials are added as they are released. 
 
Scope and Content 
The materials in FOIA 2006-1878-F are a selective, not necessarily all-inclusive, body of documents 
responsive to the topic of the FOIA.  Researchers should consult the archivist about related materials. 
 
The materials in FOIA 2006-1878-F concern the NASA discovery of the Allan Hills meteorite, 
mentioned by President Clinton in a statement on August 7, 1996.  Allan Hills (ALH) Meteorite 84001 
was found in Allan Hills, Antarctica on December 27, 1984. ALH 84001 is beleived to be from Mars. 
The meteorite made worldwide headlines in 1996 when scientists announced that it might contain 
evidence for microscopic fossils of Martian bacteria.  The discovery of this evidence of possible life on 
Mars prompted a response from the Clinton Administration. 
 
The White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Subject Files contained one responsive 
document.  Subject file OS001 is a memo to the President regarding his statement in response to the 
discovery of the possible bacteria fossils on ALH 84001. 
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In the White House Staff and Office Files, the files of Kris Balderston in the Cabinet Affairs Office 
contain drafts of the President’s remarks regarding ALH 84001 on August 7, 1996. 
 
The Automated Records Management System (ARMS) Emails also contain responsive documents.  
These consist primarily of emails discussing the 1996 discovery of fossils on the meteorite. 
 
The Tape Restoration Project (TRP) Emails contain a document directing the recipients to websites with 
photographs of the possible fossils on ALH 84001.  
 
The NSC Cable and Email Systems also contain responsive documents.  The NSC Cables contain 
summaries of news reports which mention the possible evidence for life on the meteroite.  The NSC 
Emails consist of statements of the Clinton Administration’s science policy and accomplishments.  The 
discoveries related to ALH 84001 were referenced during the discussion of these achievements. 
 
System of Arrangement 
 
Records that were responsive to this FOIA request were found in  four collection areas – Clinton 
Presidential Records:  WHORM Subject Files, Clinton Presidential Records: White House Staff and 
Office Files, Clinton Presidential Records: ARMS Emails and TRP Emails, and Clinton Presidential 
Records: NSC Cable and Email Systems. As policy, Staff and Office Files are processed at the folder 
level, that is, individual documents are not selected and removed from a folder for processing. While 
this method maintains folder integrity, it frequently results in the incidental processing of documents 
that are not wholly responsive to the subject area.  WHORM Subject files are processed at the document 
level.  
 
The WHORM Subject file was compiled by the White House Office of Records Management and is a 
series of categories designed by a letter/number combination.  A complete listing of the categories with 
detailed descriptions is provided in our research room. 
 
The Automated Records Management System (ARMS) is a database that contains email records of the 
Executive office of the President. This system maintained unclassified Presidential record email. The 
ARMS dataset is comprised of 6 sub-series of email records called “Buckets.” The buckets include 
NPR, OPD, POTUS, WHO, CEA, and Default. ARMS emails are arranged chronologically by creation 
date. 
 
The Tape Restoration Project (TRP) is a database consisting of restored emails from the Automated 
Records Management System from July 1994 through June of 2000. The TRP is a database that contains 
email records of the Executive office of the President. This system maintained unclassified Presidential 
record email. The TRP dataset is comprised of 6 sub-series of email records called “Buckets.” The 
buckets include NPR, OPD, POTUS, WHO, CEA, and Default. ARMS emails are arranged 
chronologically by creation date.   
 
The following is a list of documents and folders processed in response to FOIA 2006-1878-F: 
 
Clinton Presidential Records:  WHORM Subject Files 
Category  Case Number 
OS001   Scanned:  Case Number 180209SS [OA/ID 14087] 
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Clinton Presidential Records:  White House Staff and Office Files 
Cabinet Affairs 
Balderston, Kris 
 NASA/MARS [OA/ID 11548] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: Automated Records Management System (ARMS) Emails  
WHO [OA/ID 500,000] 
 [Mars Meteorite] 

[08/06/1996 – 08/08/1996] 
 
Default [OA/ID 1,100,000] 
 [Mars Meteorite] 
  [08/06/1996 – 08/08/1996] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: Tape Restoration Project (TRP) Emails 
CEA [OA/ID 950,000] 
 [Mars Meteorite] 
  [08/08/1996] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: NSC Cable and Email Systems 
NSC Cables 
 Jan 1995 – Dec 1996 
  [Meteorite and Mars] 
   [08/08/1996 – 08/12/1996] [OA/ID 510000] 
 
NSC Emails 
 Exchange – Record (Sept 97 – Jan 01) 
  [Meteorite and Mars] 
   [10/29/1997 – 12/22/2000] [OA/ID 620000] 
  
 Exchange – Non-Record (Mar 97 – Jan 01) 
  [Meteorite and Mars] 
   [12/24/2000] [OA/ID 630000] 
 
 
 
Last Modified: 4/5/2011 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL (EXTERNAL MAIL) 

CREATOR: harvard94-approval@world.std.com@INET@EOPMRX 

CREATION DATE/TIME: 8-AUG-1996 08 04 O : : o.oo 

SUBJECT: Re: important news -- Don't Believe the Hype 

P~lgc I <>f 2 

TO: harvard94 
READ:NOT READ ( harvard94@facteur.std.com@INET@EOPMRX ) 

IND TO: Sabrina Corlette -
READ: 8-AUG-1996 09:44:32.06 

TEXT: 

At 02:26 PM 8/7/96 MST, you wrote: 
> 

( CORLETTE_S } (WHO) 

>in short, a group of scientists from NASA have announced that, in 
>studying a meteorite from mars, they have found several curious 
>facts, all of which can be explained (and explained most simply 
>and easily) by allowing for ancient microbes which lived on 
>mars about 3 . 5 billion years ago. they also have taken some 
>microphotographs of these suspected critters: very compelling. 
> 

>to quote earl sagan, perhaps "we are not alone" anymore. please 
>email me (not the list) or consult the web page, CNN, or any news 
>Source for more inforrnation. the new york times is probably 
>a good reference; the URL listed above is probably the best 
>and has the most inforcnation. 
> 

> 
>adios, 
> 

> 

>david trilling 
>Cabot '94 
>trilling@lpl . arizona.edu 

Is it really a revolutionary discovery? Or is it merely a clever tactic for 
NASA to increase its funding in a period of fiscal austerity. The jury is 
definately still out on this one. 

- -Brian 
------------------== ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== -------------------
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 8-AUG-1996 08:05:00.00 

ATT BODYPART TYPE:D 

TEXT: 
RFC-822-headers: 
Received: from stornt. eop. gov (storm. e~p. gov) 6CP6HCOOAV68 PMDF. EOP. GO\'' fo1a 

by PMDF.EOP.GOV (PMDF VS.0 4 #6879) id <01I80Y 
CORLETTE S@al.eop.gov; Thu, 08 Aug 1996 08:04:41 -04oo (EDT) 

Received:-from europe.std.com (europ~-~td.corn~OYSOIGl400 ~ 4 STORM.EOP.GOV' for 
by STORM.EOP.GOV (PMDF VS.0-7 #607 9 ) ld <Oll O?OO (M~T) 
CORLETTE_S al.eop.gov; Thu, 08 Aug 1996 ~8~~4~~8IAAOQ719;~Thu, 

Received: by europe.std.com (8.7.5/BZS 8 · 
08 Aug 1996 08:03:25 0400 (EDT) 
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Metlpb • A Jlor11an4teop ( Memphi• A Normaruteop l OMB J ) 

UDIJOIOI 

TIXT 
Lau ie lloeder 
Headquarter•, Wa•hington, DC 
(Phone 202/358 1898) 

U'·IAll II 159 

August 6, 1996 

STA1'DIDT rROM DAllIBL S. GOLDIN, NASA ADMINISTRATOR 

•11A•A ha• made a •tartling di•covery that point• to the 
po••ibility that a primitive for1n of microscopic life may 
have exi•t•d on Mar• more than three billion yeare ago. The 
re•earch i• ba•ed on a •ophi•ticated examination of an ancient 
Martian meteorite that landed on Earth aome 13,000 years ago. 

The evidence i• exciting, even co1npelling, but not 
conclu•ive. It i• a di•covery that demands further 
•cientific inve•tigation. NASA i• ready to assist the 
proc••• of rigorou• •cientif ic inve•tigation and lively 
•cientific debate that will follow thi• discovery. 

% want everyone to under•tand that we are not talking 
about 'little green min.• The•e are extremely small, single­
cell •tructure• that •omewhat re•emble bacteria on Earth. 
'l'b9re i• no evidence or •ug;e•tion that any higher life forcn 
ner exi•ted on Mar•. 

TIMI llAaA •cienti•t• and re•earchera who made this 
cli800¥ezy will be available at a new• conference tomorrow to 
tiHU9• tlt.eir find:Lnt•· They will outline the atep-by •tep 
•detaot:Lve •tory• that explain• how the meteorite arrived 
lier• from Mar•, 1nd how they •et about looking for evidence 
of lOllf •to life :Ln tbi• ancient rock. They will al•o 

.,.. !a.cr:Lnatiftf imate• documenting their re•earch. 
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R YP : FEDERAL NO ES MAIL) 

REA R· owne~-press-release-gov@venus.hq.nasa.gov INET LNG"rv.Y ( owner P~< 

CREATION DATE TIME: 7-AUG-1996 17:18:19.00 

SUBJECT: Mars Meteorite Images Available via Internet 

TO: Memphis A. NOLtnan@eop ( Memphis A. No:rntan@eop [ OMB ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
David E. Steitz 
Headquarters, Washington, DC 
(Phone: 202/358-1730) 

RELEASE: !96-6 

August 7, 1996 

MARS METEORITE IMAGES AVAILABLE VIA THE INTERNET 

Photographs that support today's briefing at which a team 
of NASA and Stanford scientists will discuss their findings 
showing strong circumstantial evidence of possible early 
Martian life, including microfossil ramains found in a Martian 
meteorite, are available via the Internet. Real time audio of 
today's briefing also will be available from these sites. 

The Internet World Wide Web URLs are: 

http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/pao/flash 

http://cu-ames.arc.nasa.gov/marslife 

http://rsd.gsfc.nasa.gov/marslife 

- end -

NASA press releases and other inforntation are available 
automatically by sending an Internet electronic mail message 
to domo@hq.nasa.gov. In the body of the message (not the 
subject line) users should type the words "subscribe 
press-release" (no quotes) . The system will reply with a 
confii::111ation via E-mail of each subscription. A second 
automatic message will include additional infoi::n1ation on the 
service. NASA releases also are available via CompuServe 
using the command GO NASA. 
-------------------- ATI'ACHMENT -------------------- 1 -------------------­--------------------
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

'!'EXT: 
RFC-822-headers: 

r l 

Received: f ro111 sto:t 01. eop . gov ( sto:t 111. eop. gov) 
by PMDF.EOP.GOV (PMDF VS.0-4 #6879) id <01I8030Z3P6800AN2V8PMDF.BOP.GOV>; Wed, 

07 Aug 1996 17:13:07 -0400 (BDT) 
Received: from venua.bq.naaa.gov (venus.bq.neaa.gov) 

by S'IOidl.BOP.GOV (PIG>P VS 0-7 16879) id c01I80J08MP00002 
GOV> 

Wed 07 Aug 1996 17 12·J2 -0100 llST) Jlecei.... fr.- 1llollt by 
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RBCORD TYPB: FEDERAL (NOTES MAIL) 

CRBATOR: nsfnews@nsf .gov@INET@LNGTWY ( nsfnews@nsf .gov@INET@LNGTWY 

CREATION DATE/TIME: 7-AUG-1996 15:51:31.00 

SUBJECT: Life on MARS -- Part 2 

TO: Sarah G. Horrigan@EOP ( Sarah G. Horrigan@EOP [ OMB ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
MEDIA ADVISORY 
August 7, 1996 
PA/M 96-32 

LIFE ON MARS ? 

Findings that suggest signs of primitive life may have been 
fo11nd on a Martian meteorite will be published in the journal 
Science August 16. The National Science Foundation supports the 
U.S. Antarctic Program investigators who found the meteorite. 
Additionally, the Chairman of the National Science Board, NSF02s 
governing body, is an author of the Science paper. 

Contacts include: 

7 Bill Cassidy, University of Pittsburgh. Cassidy was the 
principal investigator of the meteorite collection team in 
Antarctica in1984 when the meteorite was found. 

7 Ralph Harvey, Case Western University. Harvey is the 
current principal investigator of the Antarctic meteorite 
collection team. 

7 Richard Zare, National Science Board ChaiLtnan and Stanford 
University. Zare is a chemist and one of the authors of the 
Science paper. 

7 He:t anan Zimmer111an, NSF program manager and 
paleoclimatologist. Zimme1111an is the program manager who 
f11nded the meteorite collection efforts. 

Por more infoxn1ation contact: 
Lynn Simarski, Mary Hanson or Beth Gaston 
(703) 306-1070 
en•il: laimarakensf .gov or mhanaonensf .gov or egaatonenaf .gov 

••••••••••••,••••••• ATTACHMIRT 1 •••••••••••••••••••• 
M1't CR'M'I01' TDlll/DM'l 1 0 00: 00 i 00. 00 
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t l•ADG-1996 03:19:06.00 

e Yields Evidence of Primitive Life on Early Mars 

( Memphis A. Noxmaneeop [ OMB J ) 

August 7, 1996 

TX 

, Palo Alto, CA 
-2558) 

OP PRDl:ITrvB LIFE ON EARLY MARS 

tea• of scientists at the Johnson Space 
'I'& and at Stanford university, Palo • • • • e..tdence that stxongly suggests primitive 

Oil Mara more than 3 • 6 billion years ago· 
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