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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 8, 1997
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July 30, 1997 (T18) 990-6005
President William J. Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvama Avenue, N W.
Dear Mr. President:
The unauthonzed use of your image in “Contact” has prompted me to write you. Since 1997 |

have specmhzed m t’he_ law I:egardmg virtual humans and particularly digital actors. Included in that
field is the digital manipulation of pre-existing images in new formats such as the Diet Coke ads
featuring Cagney, Bogart_ and C_aIy Grant and now the use of your image in “Contact.” Before your
views on the use of your image in “Contact” were made known publicly, I was interviewed by the Los

Angeles Daily News (copy enclosed). I said that a public figure has a right of publicity which cannot
be disregarded by invoking the First Amendment

The unauthorized use of your image in a fictional film may offend the dignity of your office but
at least it is not dangerous. There lurks in the future, however. the possibility of misuse of a
president’s image for deadly purpose. As you may know, there is ongoing research in U S.
laboratories and overseas that promises totally digital replicas of individuals. On July 28th, a segment
of CNN Show Biz was devoted to your “role” in “Contact.” In that segment | pointed out the danger
that misuse of the technology will permit. I believe that in the near future the technology will have
progressed to the point that a totally digital replica of the President will be practical. The possibilities
for misuse of such a digital image are limitless. For example, a spurious digital President blaspheming
a religion over the Internet could cause immediate havoc before the phony “President” 1s unmasked. 1
say this not as an amateur hooked on video games, but as a 64 year old submarine officer/engineer
turned law professor of copyright/trademark and entertainment law, who specializes in virtual human
technology and its legal implications.

I enclose an article I wrote in 1993 on the legal issues involved in digitally resurrecting dead
celebrities: “Casting Call at Forest Lawn . . . While the articie focused on the nght of put;hmy and
moral rights of deceased celebrities, it also applies to situations involving living celebrities illustrated.

" example, by the unauthorized use of your image in “Contact.”

In “Casting Call . . ., T suggested that the legal community examine the legal issues of virtual
human technology while the problems are merely theoretical and not real as they will be in the not too
distant future. Protecting our precious First Amendment rights is of extraordinary importance  The
price, however, should not be the surrender of the right tg ourselves




Congress of the mmtch Stat~

House of Vepresentatives
Washington, BE 20515-0502

March 13, 2000

President William J. Clinton
lﬁw Pennsylvania Avenue NW

dent Clinton:

ce _f ly received the attached correspondence from a constituent of mine, Jane
ding Premdent Clmton bemg pald to appear in the movie "Contact”. 1 would

ble mmimce
i Thank you for your attention to this matter.
.'Z;__
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

C?«.}J
August 4, 1997 .
\ /
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESTWENT 05
FROM  MIKE McCURRY N\\(.- M

SUBJECT  INTERVIEW WITH GENE SISKEL

CBS would like to tape an interview with you and the movie reviewer Gene Siskel
Siskel, of “Siskel and Ebert” fame, is a contributor to C'BS Morning News.

The interview would be on summer movies including your thoughts on “Air Force One”
and “Contact”, It would last about 10 to 15 minutes and air on CBS Mornings News and.

possibly, CBS Evening News with Dan Rather. You would need to tape it this Th ursday.

Rahm and | think this would be a good interview for you to do. It would get wide
exposure and is a topic that is of interest to Americans during this heavy movie going season.
Erskine and Doug are not in favor of the interview believing that it is not Presidential.

Would you like to do the interview with Siskel or would you like us to regret it?

On a related note, we are also trying to schedule an interview with you and Bloomberg
News Service to discuss the budget. The interview would take place sometime before you leave
for vacation. Everyone thinks this will be an excellent venue to amplify your historic budget

agreement,
¢

Thank you.




	CIMG2567
	CIMG2568
	CIMG2569
	CIMG2570
	CIMG2571
	CIMG2572
	CIMG2573
	CIMG2574
	CIMG2575

