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You've said aQnd Doctor, could you just one 
summarize it f th 

· watching, just now tuning 1 -~r e average 
Just summarize it one mor nti just overall 

e me. 

more time take what 
person who might be 
how serious it is. 

DR. COHEN· Well t h torn tendon that needs. - ' e seriousness, again, lt's a 

you have it . requires eome i mmobilization after 
repaired, and t h e n somQ r@habilitation afte r that .. 

Pr.esident? 

before? 
• 

• 

the doctors 
a whi1e . 

• 

Q Doctor , what 's it like to work on the 

DR. COHEN : He was very nice, very cooperative . 

Q Have you worked on people this important 

DR. COHEN: I mean, they're all patients . 

MS. GLYNN: All rignt. 
go back, they have work 

• 
• • . . .... . .. . . . • • • .. .. . ~ 

Thanks, everyone. We'll 
to do and they've been up 

let 
for 

Q Have you all co.nsul ted with each other before 
coming down --

Q Has the Vice President been informed? 

MS. GLYNN: The Vice President ha8 been inforn1ad. 
The Chie f of staff has been informed. The First Lady has been 
info:tu1ed. · At this point in time, there's no plans for her to 
change her t rip -- at this point in time. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END 6:33 A.M. BS 
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he in any 
• 

Q 
pain? 
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t 11 us how the Pres 
1 . ? I ident is fee ing. s 

can you ie any mediation? 
I he tak ng 

s tell you about any 
H •s -- or. Wade can i when the leg 

MR· MCCURRY: ~ i'n a little bit ~f pa n d with a lot 
t king He s • joking aroun 

ainkillers h~'s.navery.good spirit~. He sot work to do, I want t~ 
;oves, but ha s ii -- he kept saying, I 9 t with respect to heading 

He's anx ous l that's hiS inten of us. k clear Y, 
get back to r~ri~ Helsinki on Tuesday. 
for the summ partly because of King 

some of you may kno~ th~t, partly now because of the 
. •s schedule and then, obvious ¥1 side and the U.S. side felt 

Huss~~~nt•s schedule, both ~he Jorda~~~~ scheduled visit here to 
Pres better to postpone King H1.;1sse1 hen that..' s rescheduled. But 
it was d We'll advise you w 1 t f 
Washington on Mon ay. i 1 king forward to watching a o o 
the President mostly s oo . 
basketba.11 · 

Q Mike, did the doctor find any other injuries or 
illnesses as a result of the --

MR. MCCURRY: I'll let Dr. wade brief on.that. Not that 
I am aware of. But he seems to be fit. They were doing all the 
normal workup for the procedures he's about to -= 

Q Did the President get his usual staff briefings? 

MR. MCCURRY: The President had talked during the 
evening with the Chief of Staff, with the First Lady. We had several 
meetings this morning, directly with the Vice President's staff, a~d 
have been in close contact with them, although there has bee~ nothing 
about our -- about the medical procedures today that have triggered 
anything r ,elated to the 25th Amendment. But we we~e prepared, and 
appropriately should have been prepared, to deal with that and had 
close coordination with the Vice President's staff. 

The President has -- the only other phone call he's made 
that I'm aware .of is he talked to Treasury Secretary Rubin because he 
had actually had an item of business that he wanted to follow up on 
with him. They talked a little bit about economic matters. And the 
President has been getting updates on the situation in Albania and 
work that's underway to try to evacuate U.S. personnel and dependents 
and other American citizens. 

' 

Q We were told earlier that the surgery might last 
one to two hours. When would you anticipate the surgery being over 
and you being able to come back to tell us more? 

. MR. MCCURRY: Well, as I say, my guess -- Dr. Wade knows 
this proced~re, and he himse~f is a surgeon and has performed this 
surge~, this knee surgery himself, so he can tell you more and 
describe more of ~he procedure. But I suspect it will be 5:00 p.m. 
or so at the earliest before the President will be safely into post­
~p and ':'e' 11 be ab.le to come down and tell you how it went. And our 
intent is to make available some of the doctors who actually did the 
work. So I'd look maybe in the neighborhood of 5:00 p.m. 

altered in 
ahead with 

Q 
any 
the 

Mike, might the President's Helsinki schedule be 
war, depending on medical advice, ass11ming he goes trip? 

MR. MCCURRY: His schedule --

Q 
Might his Helsinki schedule be altered in any way? 

Helsinki morn~· ~~CURRY: The ~orning jog out in the beautiful 
and we'll have f d~robably going to have to be canceled, obviously, 0 

a Just the President's schedule to reflect the fact 

• :i.sm 
1 the 

• a l.SB 

to a 
n an 

exe 
and 
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long is the ooctor, how 
. i'on estimated -- Will inc is 

Q 

there be lots of --
. efully not. 

. · ion will probably be The incis 
length and will run DR. tvADE: ~<?~e inches in 

d of four to 1 

on t~e do: erly along the leg. 
longitu ina -- brace removed. That could 

Q What about the ~ehab 

be six weeks from now -- . rehab probably tomorrow, 
DR. WADE: They'll be s~arti~fe that for certai~, but 

t I can't -- don t qu . tart very simply and 
as a matter ~{.!a~ graduated response ~he~~a~oub:t they are going to 
very sooi:· e more complicated in , t And as a matter 
progressive1¥ becom d . that very soon after tha . tion included 
be actively involve in there prior to th~ ope::a 

f fact the team that was. up . . 11 be working w1 th the 
~ne of ~ur physical therapists who w1 
President. 

Q __ the name and title of the lead surgeon, and how 
·11 h b assi'sted by? many people wi e ' e 

is commander David 

Adkison, 
a sports 

DR WADE: The primary surgeon . 
who is.the . Chief of Orthopedics at this- institution. 

• He is 
medicine-trained orthopedic surgeon. 

MR. MCCURRY: 
available to you. 

We've got a copy of this that w~'ll make 

DR. WADE: Yes. And the assistant 
commander Marlene De Maio (phonetic) and again, 
believe, in print for your edification. She is 
medicine-trained orthopedic surgeon. 

surgeon is Lieutenant 
this is coming out, I 
also a sports 

• 

Q Dr. Wade, nor1nally would it be advisable for a 
patient who just had this kind of operation to take a transatlantic 
flight two or three days later? , 

DR. WADE: The President was very fir1cl that he was going 
to Helsinki, and while we probably say -- wouldn't necessarily always 
recommend that, certainly it can be done very safely, and those 
issues have been discussed prior to the surgery also in tez·ms of 
thing that we can do to minimize risk of complications, et cetera. 

1Q 
him that there 
great idea? 

Have you advised him -- has anybody here advised 
could be complications and that it might not be a 

DR. WADE: As part of inforicLed consent that we always 
giv,e ~he J?atients, yes, we covered the potential complications. The 
c~mpl1cat1ons that he could develop from this surgery are really no 
diff7rent whether he's in Helsinki or whether he's right here in Washington, D.c. 

w . Q But it's not so much being in Helsinki or being in 
ashington, but being on a long airplane flight which doesn't usually 

seem to be the kind of thing that's advised after surgery. 

He is satisf'D~.t~ADE: I think that we have covered those with him. 
risk relatedi~ at we have mechanisms that we can minimize that 
feel that that~st~at, and ~ c7rtai~ly,-as a surgeon myself, don't 
transferred patien~ un~eal~stic thing to ask for. Certainly, we have 
after surgery is stvia air evacuation on very long flights soon 

par of what we do in military medicine. 

with the Pres~dent~nd will you be sending a team of doctors from ere 

I 
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Ill· JICCUBIYI KS'•· Clin1:on gave him a bi9 hug and a ki 
.. ._ 

1
.n, end .,..,. ~ined in th• que:r;ter•, in the Pr-idant•a •• 

•1•1 ten in 'tile usu unit. 
Q And i• Cbel"a up? 

... xccmmra •o, •he'. at achool, but th•r• was some 
di8CU••ion tb1t llh• might want to coae out h•r• later today. 

Q I• th• Pr••ident under any ane•th•aia besides the 
epid1aral? 

MCCURRY: No. 
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llR· 11cCUUY 1 Well, both th• King'• •c:hedul• and the 
Pr .. .t.ctut'• •ahedul• uva had •o•• matt•r• atteo1: it in th• la•t 24 
uun obYioualy. lo I think it wa• mutually &fZ' .. d that it would be 
1tetter to po•tpon•. Tb•Y' 11 try to •••t in tb• next two to three 
.,..u. 

had a while 
Q I• there any indication that 

a90 mad• thi• any wor••? 

MR. MCCURRYz I'm not even --

th• •ki accident he 
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PRESS BRIEFING BY 
MIKE MCCURRY 

National Naval Medical Center 
Bethesda, Maryland 

MR. MCCURRY: All right, everyone. I just want to 
gaggle quickly and give you an update. 

Q Did they Lovett and Buffet? 

MR. MCCURRY: He loved it and buffed it. Dr. Mariano 
called me a couple of minutes ago, said that they are closing up the 
cut that they made in the President, so they're very near completion. 
She estimates they should be done with the surgery in about 10 
minutes or so. They will then put -- measure him and adjust him for 
his brace that he will wear, and take him back up to his suite for 
post-operation recovery. 

Chelsea arrived around 3:30 p.m. after school and is 
going to be there with her Mom to greet her Dad when he arrives. The 
doctors report to Dr. Mariano that they were very pleased with the 
surgery and w.i th the outcome. 

So they're closing up now. And our plan is -- the 
doctors, as soon as they're satisfied that the President is in his 
suite and recovering, they're going to get 'changed and I'll bring 
them down here and they can walk. you through exactly what they did 
and what they found and the outcome. But they report they're pleased 
with the outcome. They're probably going to be done in about 10-15 
minutes. And we'll try to be down here by around 5:30 p.m. 

Q 
projected time? 

Mike, any word on why it took longer than the 

MR. MCCURRY: I'll leave that 
think it was because of any complication. 
complications that were reported to me. 

• 

to the doctors. 
There were no 

I don't 

Q Are they going to brief the First Lady before they 
come down? 

• 

MR. MCCURRY: They probably will talk to the patient and 
the family further. He remained alert throughout it, although, 
apparently, he dozed off once or twice during the procedure. But at 
one point he asked if he could have a book, and they said no because 
--

Q He asked if he could what? 

MR. MCCURRY: ~f he could read a book. And they said 
no. He also took -- had a lot of fun, joking about the surgeons wear 
different kinds of caps or insignias of their colleges, so he was 
bantering a lot with some of them. At one point they actually took 
him to the X ray machine to X-ray the knee and they called out, 
''making a picture,'' and the President smiled and said, ''cheese.'' 
(Laughter.) So he continued to banter away with them. Very 
talkative and cheerful during the procedure, Dr. Mariano said. 

• 
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May 27th, 1996 

Dear Preside11t Clinton, THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
l_o - IL. - q~ 

You asked Catl1eri11e Bateson and me to send you ideas that seemed 
iniportant. Well, sir, here is a 1najor-one that has enor1nous consequences 
for our technology, our economy, our world. Let me preface by telling )'OU 

that I a111 son1ething of a computer nerd. In fact, if I were 15 years 
younger, I would probably weigh 300 pounds, wear bottle glasses and peer 
endlessly i11to my computer monitor, while continuously stuffing Twinkies 
into n1y mouth. I have stayed reasonably abreast of many developments 
in the field, and because of this am convinced of the critical importance of 
wl1at f ollo\ivs. 

You may have 
the \vorld over b 

heard about the s ecter of mainframe computers failing 
2000 because eac contains an inabilit to reco n1ze 

• cer a1n ig1ts ,en,co e current e1ter, w o is 
he one 0 the world's leading experts in computer program1ning blew 
the whistle on this terrible problem, and there have been a number of 
prime time reports on tl1e news concerning this. Unfortunately, the issue 
is so huge, that most agencies are taking an ostrich head-in-the sand 
approach, hoping that some miraculous solution will appear. Sadly, this is 
not tl1e ' case, and we are rushing towards technological holocaust if the 
problen1 is not addressed broadly starting immediately. Therefore, I l1ave 
asked Ms. Reiter to prepare for you and your staff a brief ·report 011 the 
problem and suggestions as to what can be done. I've asked her to keep it 
si1nple, graphic, and witl1out the esoteric language which \vould obfuscate 
the very real problem. The report, The Present: Look I11side is enclosed. I 
think you will find it to be f,1scinating as well as disturbing, as well as 
deserving of immediate attention. 

Good luck on your campaign. I realize that what with media mania and 
the acceleration of news, there has to be a tennis n1atcl1 approach to 
charges and counter-charges, but I know that you will find a way to give 
the A111erican people the deeper vision they deserve ancl you so richly 
possess. As 011e who travels constantly and gets to tLllk to everybody I 
fi~d tl1at wl1at· Americans are looki11g to\vards in the man wl10 will be the 
m1lle11nial l)resident is tl1e 011e who holds the drean1 of Ainerican rcne\\'al, 
as well as tl1e practical ways of accon1plisl1ing tl1at drea111. They 'ire tired 
of tl1e toxic tenor of politic(tl ca111paig11s wl1icl1 leave us i11 a W[lStcla11d, 
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