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August 15, 1997 

Mr. John H. Adams 
Mr. Larry Rockefeller 
Mr. Henry L. Diamond 
Mr. Patrick F. Noo~an . . 
American Conservation Association, 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112 

Dear Friends: 

Inc. 

Thank you for your letter regarding increased funding for 
land acquisitions in national, state, and local parks. I regret 
the delay in response, but your letter was misplaced and only 
recently reached my desk. 

I appreciate your support for all of our ~arks -- from the 
"crown jewels" to the lesser known urban and wildland parks -
which many con,sider to represent ''the best idea America ever had. '' 
As you are aware, my Administration insisted during negotiations 
with Congress on the bipartisan balanced budget agreement that 
an additional $700 million be provided for priority federal land 
acquisitio.ns and ·exchanges. Secretary Babbitt and Secretary 
Glickman are leading the formulation of the Administration's 
recommendations on priority projects for special funding with 
these new funds. We will give serious consideration in our final 
deliberations to your views on the need for state funding from 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

With regard to your recommendation of a review of America's 
system of parks to determine their needs and how they can best be 
addressed, the National Park Service is developing, with signifi
cant public input, a strategic plan and goals under the auspices 
of the Government Performance and Results Act of 1993. In addition, 
Congress recently reauthorized the National Park System Advisory 
Board to ensure that you and other leading park advocates have the 
opportunity to have input in the park management decision-making 
proc~ss. The NPS will closely review your recommendations as it 
considers the new roles and responsibilities of the reauthorized 
Advisory Board. 

Again, thank you for sharing your views and for your continuing 
support of our parks. 

Sincerely, 

BC/TFS/RSM/RLM/JAD/JAD/emu-efr-efr-efr 
\.II"-' • a darns . j h) 
cc: Dionne Hardy, 249 
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• • • Tracy F. Sisser 

Record Type: Record 

To: Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

08/05/97 03:01 :04 PM 

Subject: letter re: Americar1 Conservation Associatior1 

Lynn -

I finally got the draft from OMB for the letter from the American Conservation Association, which was 
forwarded by Mayor Ashe. Please let me know if you have any problems with the text. If not, I will 

send it for processing. Mayor Ashe will receive a copy of the letter. 

Thanks very much for your patience. - Tracy 

PARKS.WP Text is below 

Thank you for your letter regarding steps to protect our Nation's 
parks from accelerating threats and deterioration. I regret the delay 
in response, but, for some reason, your letter just reached my desk. 

I appreciate your support for all of our parks -- from the "crown 
jewels" to lesser known urban and wildland parks -- that many consider 
to represent "the best idea America ever had." Your letter recommends 
increased funding from the Land and Water Conservation Fund for land 
acquisitions in national, state, and local parks. 

As you are aware, my Administration insisted during negotiations with 
Congress on the Bipartisan 'Balanced Budget Agreement that an 
additional $ 700 million be provided for priority federal land 
acquisitions and exchanges. Secretary Babbitt and Secretary Glickman 
are co-chairing the formulation of the Administration's 
recommendations on priority projects for special funding with the new 
funds obtained in the BBA. We will give serious consideration in our 
final deliberations to your views on the need for state-side funding 
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

Your letter also recommends a review of America's system of parks to 
det,ermine what th,e needs are and how they can best be addressed. In 
part, the National Park Serv;ice (NPS) is responding to this 
recom 1rnendation by developing, with significant public input, a 
strategic plan and goals under the auspices of the Government 
Performance and Results Act of 1993. In addition, Con,gress recently 
reauthorized the Nat1ional P.ark System Advisory Board to ensure that 
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e Tracy F. Si er 

Record Ty1pe: 

To: Dionne Hardy/OMB/EOP 

cc: 

08/05/97 10:46:01 AM 

Subject: Re: Draft res1ponse to Adams letter ~ 

Thanks, Dionne. I'll let you know if IGA has any question or concerns. 

Tracy 
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• Tracy F. Sisser 

Record Type: Record 

To: Mona G. Mohib/WHO/EOP 

cc: Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP 
Subject: correspondence 

Mona -

07 /30/97 12:28: 13 PM 

1) The message that you got wasn't exactly right - The letter I was inquiring about was from the 
American Conservation Association, which was forwarded to Lynn Cutler by Mayor Ashe of 
Knoxville, Tenn. The draft is being prepared by OMB, and I just wanted to know if you/Lynn 
wanted this to be for the President's signature or for Director Raines' sig. The letter is dated 
1-31-97, and it is concerning the state of the national park system. (Perhaps it would be better to 
send from Raines because it's so old. I had sent the original letter over for OMB response per CEQ 
months ago.) Please let me know what you think. 

2) Mayor Finkbeiner of Toledo has sent another letter to the President. He applauds the President 
for his remarks at the Conference of Mayors, but also asks the Preisdent to include cities of 
250,000 to 500,000 in the Empowerment and Enterprise Zone programs. Since this is the only 
letter in response to the Conference urging the President to take action, I thought we could do a 
POTUS reply. Draft is attached. Again, please let me know if this is ok, or if you would rather 
handle it through your office, like the other letters I sent at the end of last week. 

FINKBEIN.W 

Thanks very much for your assistance. Tracy 

II 
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have a stron& though often under-reoogiiiud, role in provi · 
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well be initiated by a Presidential message on Eaa th Day in or 
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Augt1st 15, 19 97 

Mr. John H. Adamo 
Mr. Larry Rockefeller 
Mr. Henry L. Diamond 
Mr. Patrick F. Noonan 
American Conservation Association, Inc. 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112 

Dear Friends: 

• 

77--

Thank you for your letter regarding increased funding for 
land acquisitions in natio·nal, state, and 107al parks. I regret 
the delay in response, but your letter was misplaced and only 
recently reached my desk. 

I appreciate your support for all of our parks -- from the 
11 crown jewels" to tl1e lesser known urban and wildland parks - -
which many consider to represent "the best idea America ever had." 
As you are aware, my Administration insisted during negotiations 
with Congress on the bipartisan balanced budget agreement that 
an additional $700 million be provided for priority federal land 
acquisitions and ·exchanges. Secretary Babbitt and Secretary 
Glickman are leading the formulation of the Administration's 
recommendations on priority projects for special funding with 
these new funds. We will give serious consideration in our final 
deliberations to your views on the need for state funding from 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

With regard to your recommendation of a review of America's 
system of parks to determine their needs and how they can best be 
addressed, the National Park Service is developing, with signifi
cant public input, a strategic plan and goals under the auspices 
of the Government Performance and Results Act of 1993. In addition, 
Congress recently reauthorized the National Park System Advisory 
Board to ensure that you and other leading park advocates have the 
opportunity to have input in the park management decision-making 
process. The NPS will closely review your recommendations as it 
considers the new roles and responsibilities of the reauthorized 
Advisory Board. 

Again, thank you for sharing your views and for your continuing 
support of our parks. 

Sincerely, TON 
BC/TFS/RSM/RLM/JAD/JAD/emu-efr-efr-efr (Corres. #3629774) 
_ . a dams . j h) 

cc: Dionne Hardy, 249 
RETURN TO LYNN CUTLER ROOM 106 FOR DISPATCH 
V!,Hcc: 
The Honorable Victor Ashe 
Mayor of Knoxville 
Post Office Box 1631 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37901 
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Tracy F. Sisser 07 /14/97 03:32:50 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Dionne Hardy/OMB/EOP 

cc: Peter G. Umhofer/CEQ/EOP, James A. Dorskind/WHO/EOP 
Subject: letter to the American Conservation Association 

Dionne -

I've been asked about a letter from the American Conservation Association signed by 
John H. Adams, Harry L. Diamond, Patrick F. Noonan, and Larry Rockefeller regarding the 
national park system. The incoming is dated 1/31/97. Has this gone out yet? I know that I 
inquired about this letter a couple of times a few months ago, and ref axed it to you for processing. 
Please let me know what the outcome on this was as soon as possible. (IGA is following up on it, 
and would like to know if the letter ever went out.) 

Thanks. 
Tracy 



• • • Tracy F. Sisser 

Record Type: Record 

To: Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP 

08/05/97 03:01 :04 PM 

cc: . 
Subject: letter re: American Conservation Association 

Lynn -

d f f OMS for t he letter from the American Conservation Association, which was I f'nally got the ra t rom · If I ·11 1 
M A h Please let me know if you have any problems with the text. not, w1 forwarded by ayor s e · 

send it for processing. Mayor Ashe will receive a copy of the letter. 

Thanks very much for your patience. - Tracy 

PARKS.WP Text is below 

Thank you for your letter regarding steps to protect our Nation's 
parks from accelerating threats and deterioration. I regret the delay 
in response, but, for some reason, your letter just reached my desk. 

I appreciate your support for all of our parks -- from the "crown 
jewels" to lesser known urban and wildland parks -- that many consider 
to represent "the best idea America ever had." Your letter recommends 
increased funding from the Land and Water Conservation Fund for land 
acquisitions in national, state, and local parks. 

As you are aware, my Administration insisted during negotiations with 
Congress on the Bipartisan Balanced Budget Agreement that an 
additional $700 millio.n be provided for priority federal land 
acquisitions and exchanges. Secretary Babbitt and Secretary Glickman 
are co-chairing the formulation of the Administration's 
recommendations on priority projects for special funding with the new 
funds obtained in the BBA. We will give serious consideration in our 
final deliberations to your views on the need for state-side funding 
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

Your letter also recommends a review of America's system of parks to 
determine what the needs are and how they can best be addressed. In 
part, the National Park Service (NPS) is responding to this 
recomr:1endation by developing, with significant public input, a 
strategic plan and goals under the auspices of the Government 
Perform~nce and Results Act of 1993. In addition, Congress recently 
reauthorized the National Park System Advisory Board to ensure that 

, 
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r leading park advocates have the opportunity 
in park management decisions. The NPS will cl 

attons as it considers the new roles and 
of the reauthorized Advisory Board. 
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Lynn G. Cutler 
f 08/05/97 03:11:58 PM 
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Record Type: Record 

To: 

cc: 
Subject: 

Tracy F. Sisser/WHO/EOP 

Re: letter re: American Conservation Association ~.~ 
~ 

) 

Fabulous--go with it--andplease get me a copy for Mayor Ashe, who has tortured me on this for 
four months . 

• 



Tracy F. Sisser 08/05/97 10:46:01 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Dionne Hardy/OMB/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Re: Draft response to Adams letter ~ 

Thanks, Dionne. I'll let you know if IGA has any questions or concerns. 

Tracy 





To: Lynn G. Cutler/WHOIEOP 

cc: 
C8 

OK - OMB will provide draft language for POTUS eicJ. 
be back today or tomorrow.) 

I' ll forward the letter from Mayor Finkbeiner to YQU 

opportunity to correspond with the mayor '°me time in 

Thanks, Tracy. 

--------------------- Forwarded by Tracy F. Sisser/WHO/EOP on 07 /30197 02:08 f9 

Lynn G. Cutler 
07/30/97 02:03:08 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Tracy F. Sisser/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Ra: correspondence fl 

You can do a POTUS letter to Finkbeiner if you want, or I'll do I 
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• Tracy F. Sisser 

Record Type: Record 

To: Mona G. Mohib/WHO/EOP 

cc: Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP 
Subject: correspondence 

Mona -

07/30/97 12:28:13 PM 

1) The message that you got wasn't exactly right - The letter I was inquiring about was from the 
American Conservation Association, which was forwarded to Lynn Cutler by Mayor Ashe of 
Knoxville, Tenn. The draft is being prepared by OMB, and I just wanted to know if you/Lynn 
wanted this to be for the President's signature or for Director Raines' sig. The letter is dated 
1-31-97, and it is concerning the state of the national park system. (Perhaps it would be better to 
send from Raines because it's so old. I had sent the original letter over for OMB response per CEQ 
months ago.) Please let me know what you think. 

2) Mayor Finkbeiner of Toledo has sent another letter to the President. He applauds the President 
for his remarks at the Conference of Mayors, but also asks the Preisdent to include cities of 
250,000 to 500,000 in the Empowerment and Enterprise Zone programs. Since this is the only 
letter in response to the Conference urging the President to take action, I thought we could do a 
POTUS reply. Draft is attached. Again, please let me know if this is ok, or if you would rather 
handle it through your office, like the other letters I sent at the end of last week. 

FINKBEIN.W 

Thanks very muc'h for your assistance. Tracy 
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The Honorable Williarn J. Clinton 
Jan 31, 1997 
Page3 

departme~!s that have a strong, though often under-recognized, role in providing park 
opportumt1es such as the Department of Agriculture, the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Department of Transportation, the Department of Defense, and the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. 

This effort might well be initiated by a Presidential message on Earth Day in April or 
sooner on the importance of parks in our national life and the commitment of your administration 
to assure that they can play the role they must. We, of course, stand ready to assist you in this 
effort in any way you or your associates would find useful. We will be pl to meet with you 
or with whomever you direct. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick F. Rockefe ler 
~\ 

Henry L. Diamond John H. Ada1ns 
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