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&OBJ: NORTHERN IRELAND MEDIA REPORT 

. " .+: . • • 

OCTOBER 20 - OCTOBER 30 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 05 BELFAST 0432 

USIA 

NSC FOR PETERS/SODERBERG 

E.O. 12356 : N/A 
SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND MEDIA REPORT 

OCTOBD 20 - OCTOBER 30 

ROfl1 THROOGHOUT THIS REPORT THE THREE MAIN 
lRBLAMD NEWSPAPERS ARE QUOTED: 

t..s:•t•~ll'l!t.-a - STRONG UNIONIST EDITORIAL POLICY 
:·~4 t.'"' 

. :·..-· "'""· - staOHG NATIONALIST EDITORIAL POLICY 
tllii88AJR - NIUTIW. TO MODDATB UNIONIST 

IOLICY. 
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REMAINS HIGH. 

SEPARATE VISITS TO US BY DUP LEADER IAN PAISLEY AND 
UNIONIST PARTY LEADER DAVID TRIMBLE GENERATED 
REPORTS RELATING TO UNIONIST OPINION OF US INTEREST 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND. REPORTS ARE MIXED, THE 
GENERAL TONE BEING THAT UNIONISTS REMAIN 
SUSPICIOUS OF US MOTIVES. 

SEVERAL REPORTS SUGGESTED THAT US I PRESIDENT 
CLINTON HAD AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN 
PROGRESSING THE NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE PROCESS. 

PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: BELFAST CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 

IRISH NEWS OCTOBER 24 REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT 
CLINTON IS TO SWITCH ON BELFAST'S CHRISTMAS TREE 
LIGHTS. QUOTING BELFAST CHAMBER OF TRADE CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE FRANK CADDY: ''THIS IS TERRIFIC NEWS." THE 
REPORT ALSO STATED THAT IN ORDER TO STIMULATE 
CHRISTMAS TRADE THE MAIN CITY LIGHTS WOULD BE 
SWITCHED ON FROM MID-NOVEMEBER. 

NEWS LETTER OCTOBER 26 REPORTED THAT ''A ROW HAD 
ERUPTED AT BELFAST CITY HALL OVER PLANS FOR US 
PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON'S VISIT TO THE CITY." IT WAS 
REPORTED THAT THE COUNCIL HAD ALREADY MADE 
ARRANGEMENT FOR TV CHARACTERS POWER RANGERS TO 
SWITCH ON THE LIGHTS. IT WAS REPORTED THAT SOME 
COUNCILLORS EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE COST. 

IN A REPORT THE FOLLOWING DAY THE NEWS LETTER 
WROTE: ''SEVERAL COUNCILLORS ARE ANGRY THAT THEY 
ARE EXPECTED TO RUBBER STAMP THE PRESIDENT'S 
NOVEMBER 30 APPEARANCE, DETAILS OF WHICH LEAKED 
THIS WEEK.'' 

QUOTING ULSTER UNIONIST COUNCILLOR JIM CLARKE: ''I 
PERSONALLY DON'T THINK IT'S APPROPRIATE TO HAVE 
PRESIDENT CLINTON. TRADITIONALLY THIS HAS BEEN AN 
EVENT FOR CHILDREN AND I'M APPREHENSIVE THAT 
THERE WILL BE SO MUCH SECURITY ... ! ALSO DON'T THINK 
THIS IS AN EVENT THAT SHOULD BE POLITICISED IN ANY 
WAY." 

THE BELFAST TELEGRAPH OCTOBER 21 CARRIED OUT A 
SURVEY AMONGST 27 SCHOOL CHILDREN TO DISCOVER 
WHO THEY FOUND MOST EXCITING: THE POWER RANGERS 
OR PRESIDENT CLINTON. THE POWER RANGERS WON BY 24 
VOTES TO 3. QUOTING THE CHILDREN: "BUT SPEAKING FOR 
THE MINORITY DAVtD MALLIN SAID 'I THINK IT SHOULD 
BB BILL CLINTON AS THJ: POHi\ RANGBl\S CAN 8£ QUITE 
VIOL&•T.' 0111 CHil.D IUGGllTID A COMPROMtSI WITH 
PRISIODT CLiftO!f RM\ 1'Q A tOWIR MRGIRS SUIT 

ow 

Page 2 of9 


	CIMG2500
	CIMG2501
	CIMG2502
	CIMG2503
	CIMG2504
	CIMG2505
	CIMG2506
	CIMG2507

