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January 3, 1996

Belfaat Telegraph

124-144 Royal Avenue
Belfast BT1 1EB
NORTHERN IRELAND

Thank you for sending the Belfast
slegraph account of our recent visit. It
'”1a;pleaﬁure to meet the winners of the

letter writing contest. I share their joy
- at the beautiful tree lighting ceremony in
Ealfhst It was a memorable experience.

e | n'

‘ﬁithfbest*w1shes for a New Year blessed
--—_Mh—vw@’@a* 1 am

Sincerely yours,

HILLARY CLINTON

Hillary Rodham Clinton

;. #2605680)
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g I 124 - 144 Royal Ave Hue,

Newspapers Limited Hellast BT) 118,
Northern Ireland

Telophone: 01232 264000
Fax: 01232 $5450)

Keg No. R76] (N reland)

4th December 1995

| ' Mrs W Clinton
~ USA |

423 Dear Mrs Clinton

| I am writing to thank you for reading from our ‘Letters to the President’ during your visit to
Belfast last week. Our newspaper ran the national competition for schoolchildren to write to the
President, and the two winners joined you and President Clinton at Belfast City Hall for
switching on the Christmas Tree lights. For these children, this was a moment they will never

[ thought you might be interested to see how we covered the visit to Northern Ireland in our
newspaper and am enclosing a few editions which capture the mood. The Belfast Telegraph is
by far the largest selllng newspaper in Northern Ireland and is read by almost half the adult

. — S .
- -

i population of the province. !
| It was a memorable occasion for us all and I send you and President Clinton our sincere thanks ol
' and best wishes. As a bystander at the Europa Hotel on your departure put it simply “President )
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ORIG: AMCONSUL BELFAST

TO: RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 8661
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SUBJ: NORTHERN IRELAND MEDIA REPORT

OCTOBER 20 - OCTOBER 30

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 05 BELFAST 0432
USIA

NSC FOR PETERS/SODERBERG

E.O. 12356: N/A
SUBJECT: NGR.T_HERN IRELAND MEDIA REPORT

OCTOBER 20 - OCTOBER 30

| NOTE: THROUGHOUT THIS REPORT THE THREE MAIN

L, NORTHERN IRELAND NEWSPAPERS ARE QUOTED:

R NEWS LETTER - STRONG UNIONIST EDITORIAL POLICY

- A IRISH nm - STRONG NATIONALIST EDITORIAL POLICY
k= [EGRAPH - NEUTRAL TO MODERATE UNIONIST
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REMAINS HIGH,

SEPARATE VISITS TO US BY DUP LEADER IAN PAISLEY AND
UNIONIST PARTY LEADER DAVID TRIMBLE GENERATED

REPORTS RELATING TO UNIONIST OPINION OF US INTEREST

IN NORTHERN IRELAND. REPORTS ARE MIXED, THE

GENERAL TONE BEING THAT UNIONISTS REMAIN
SUSPICIOUS OF US MOTIVES.

SEVERAL REPORTS SUGGESTED THAT US / PRESIDENT
CLINTON HAD AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN

PROGRESSING THE NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE PROCESS.

PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: BELFAST CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

IRISH NEWS OCTOBER 24 REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT
CLINTON IS TO SWITCH ON BELFAST'S CHRISTMAS TREE
LIGHTS. QUOTING BELFAST CHAMBER OF TRADE CHIEF

EXECUTIVE FRANK CADDY: "THIS IS TERRIFIC NEWS." THE
REPORT ALSO STATED THAT IN ORDER TO STIMULATE

CHRISTMAS TRADE THE MAIN CITY LIGHTS WOULD BE
SWITCHED ON FROM MID-NOVEMEBER.

NEWS LETTER OCTOBER 26 REPORTED THAT "A ROW HAD
ERUPTED AT BELFAST CITY HALL OVER PLANS FOR US
PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON'S VISIT TO THE CITY." IT WAS
REPORTED THAT THE COUNCIL HAD ALREADY MADE
ARRANGEMENT FOR TV CHARACTERS POWER RANGERS TO
SWITCH ON THE LIGHTS. IT WAS REPORTED THAT SOME
COUNCILLORS EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE COST.

IN A REPORT THE FOLLOWING DAY THE NEWS LETTER
WROTE: "SEVERAL COUNCILLORS ARE ANGRY THAT THEY
ARE EXPECTED TO RUBBER STAMP THE PRESIDENT'S
NOVEMBER 30 APPEARANCE, DETAILS OF WHICH LEAKED
THIS WEEK."

QUOTING ULSTER UNIONIST COUNCILLOR JIM CLARKE: "I
PERSONALLY DON'T THINK IT'S APPROPRIATE TO HAVE
PRESIDENT CLINTON. TRADITIONALLY THIS HAS BEEN AN
EVENT FOR CHILDREN AND I'M APPREHENSIVE THAT

THERE WILL BE SO MUCH SECURITY...I ALSO DON'T THINK
THIS IS AN EVENT THAT SHOULD BE POLITICISED IN ANY
WAY."
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