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PREFACE

TIfIS. book is a humble offshoot from the great parent stock of the Oxford English
Dictionary. Its purpose is to trace, so far as may be possible, the history of
English proverbs and proverbial phrases in English use. A very few saymgs
which have won proverbial rank, such as “Procrastination is the thief of time”
and " Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery,” are of definitely literary origin.
These can be accurately dated. But the great mass, in most cases, cannot be
dated with any precision. Many are translated from or based upon Greek or
Latin originals; many have been borrowed, undergoing changes in the process,
from those of other countries.

In a few score cases, classical originals and parallels, carefully referenced,
have been inserted, in square brackets, before the other references; but no attempt
has been made to do this exhaustively.

It is obvious that a proverb or proverbial phrase, a crystallised summary of
popular wisdom or fancy, is likely, or, indeed certain, to have been long current
in popular speech before it could make any appearance in literature, or even in
collections of such lore. Consequently, the historical method of treatment can
only give an approximation to accuracy. But I venture to think that the method
adopted in this book is sound; and that the results obtained are worth the eight
or nine years’ labour that its preparation has involved.

Like the great Oxford work, if one may compare small things with great,
this book is based upon the independent collection of material. During the
leisure of about seven years I made my collections direct from original sources,
as detailed in later paragraphs. Until these collections were as complete as
I could make them, I refrained from consulting the Oxford Dictionary. When,
as the actual writing of my Dicfionary was in progress, I referred to that
monumental work, I found that in a few cases examples which I had collected
had already been used therein. These I have not marked, as they were the
fruits of my own labour, but a small number of other references which I have
taken direct from the Oxford Dictionary, are carefully marked (O.).

The principal early collections of proverbs and proverbial phrases are Taverner’s
Prouerbes or Adagies out of Evasmus, 1539; Heywood’s Proverbs, 1546, and Epigrams,
1562; Florio’s First Fruites, 1578, and Second Frufes, 1591; a number in Camden’s
Remains, 1605; Draxe’s Bibliotheca Scholastica Instructissima, 1633; Clarke’s
Pargmiologia Anglo-Latina, 1639; George Herbert’s Jacula Prudentum, 1640,
and second edition, 1651; Howell’s Proverbs, 1659; Ray’s Proverbs, 1670, second
edition 1678, third 1737, fourth 1768 and fifth 1813; Walker's Paramiologia,
1672; and Fuller's Gnomologia, 1732.

The whole of Ray’s collections, except a few offensively dirty or indecent
sayings, and a considerable part of the examples in the other books, are inclu-ded
in the present Dictionary; but I have excluded a very large number of sententiotis

and moral sentences found in such works as Fuller’s Gnomologia, which certainly
can never have been proverbial, and also many sayings which are purely foreign.
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Many of the so-called Proverbs of Alfred, ¢ 1270, are not proverbs at all, but
I have mcluded a few, and also examples from the Proverbs of Hendyng, ¢ 1320,
which have the genuine ning, 2nd indeed, 1 some cases, afiord early authonty for
some of our most famihar saymngs ,
Many Enghsh sayings have been found 1n old dictionares, such as Horman's
Vulgaria, 1519, Palsgrave’s L’Eclasrcsssement de la langue Frangaise, 1530,
Withals’ Luttel Dictionarte for Children, 1556, and Lewts’s revisal of that work,
1586, Huloet’s Abcedarium, 1552, Baret s dlvearse, 1580, Flono’s Worlde of Wordes,
1598, Cotgrave’s French-English Dictionary, 1611, Tornano’s Prazza Untversale,
1666, Robertson’s Phraseologia Generalys, 1681 and Berthelson's Englhsh and
Danish Dictionary, 1754
For local sayings all the publications of the English Dialect Society have
been searched I have also exammed some thirty other similar works, mcluding
such books as Grose's Provincial Glossary, second edition 1790, Moor’s Suffolk
Words, 1823, Brockett’s Glossary of North Country Words, 1825, Cart’s Craven
Dialect, 1828, Forby's Vocabulary of East Angha, 1830, Wilbraham's Cheshire
Glossary, 1836, Holloway’s Dictionary of Provincialisms, 1838, Baker s Northamp-
tonshure Glossary, 1854, Robmson’s Whatby Glossary, 1855, The Dialect of Leeds,
1862 Brogden's Provsncial Words wn Lancolnshire, 1866, Athinson’s Cleveland
Glossary, 1868 Parish’s Sussex Dictionary 1875, Miss Jachson's Shropshire
Word-Book, 1879, Mrs Wnght's Rustic Speeck and Folk-Lore, 1013, Dr Bridge's
Cheshire Proverbs, 1917, and Gepp's Essex Dialect Dictionary, 1920 Qne cunous
point that emerges from an examination of these books 1s that not a few proverbal
saymngs and phrases which were current 1 literature and general speech 1n the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, but which have disappeared from more
modern literature and from general colloqumal speech, are found still to flounsh
1 the dralectal and provincial vocabulary
Apart from the special sources mdrcated above, nearly three thousand works
m English Iiterature, dating from the twelfth century (and earlier) to the present
day, have been read or exammed for the purposes of the present worl.  Shake-
speare and Chaucer have been carefully gone through twice The books of the
Early English Text Society, and of other publishing societies, have also been
read This reading has not only provided the illustrative examples and references
gnen numbenng many thousands, of the proverbs brought together 1 previous
collections, but has added a large number of sayings htherto uncollected
‘Wherever possible the illustrative quotations and references have been taken
from Iiterature The vanous collections are ated only where other references
have not been obtaimed Reference ta the two pm{mpal nineteenth-century
collections Bohn's 1835 and Hazlitt's 186, 1s made 1 the few cases only where
earlier occurrence 1n the same form has not been found Similarly, references
to the secord, third, fourth and fifth editions of Ray are given only when the
saying treated does not appear 1n an earher edition  In all cases preference has
been given to Iterary illustration  Details as to the system of reference adopted
are given on the page of ¢ Explanations and Abbreviations ”
e e o e st ot of e, to 5
e mb]l; T b od e sayings, than to illustrate their later use  But,
po 2 I have tried to supply, roughly spealing, one quotation or refer-

ence for each century,
of a sayng ry, with additional examples to illnstrate varying forms
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The omissions, both of sayings and of illustrations, in a work such as this,
undertaken and completed by a single hand, must be many; but as it is really
the first attempt at a comprehensive Dictionary of the kind, it is hoped that its
merits may be found more conspicuous than its deficiencies.

A word must be said as to arrangement. In Ray and other early collections
the arrangement is purely fantastic. In more modern books, such as Fuller and
Hazlitt, a professedly alphabetical order, under the first word of the form of the
proverb adopted, is followed. The result of this is whole pages of sayings begin-
ning with A, He, The, We, and other insignificant words, besides the inclusion
of the same proverb in several different forms. Proverbs are used and quoted
in very varying forms, and to find what the searcher wants in collections so
arranged is often difficult.

In the present Dictionary, an attempt has been made to facilitate reference
by the adoption of the alphabetical method in a somewhat new way. The
arrangement in one alphabet is twofold.

1. All proverbs relating to the Months and Seasons of the year, to the Days of
the week, to Saints’ Days, Fasts and Festivals, to all Animals, Birds, Insects, etc.,
are, as a rule, grouped under the Month, Season, Day, etc., to which they refer.
Cross-references are supplied to any exceptions. Similarly, sayings relating to
God, the Devil, Hell, Heaven, the Sun, the Moon, Rain, Wind, Man, Woman,
Child, and to other subjects which naturally suggest themselves as group-headings,
such as Fool, Time, Water, Money, Life, War, etc., are, as a rule, grouped under
their relative headings, with cross-references to exceptions. Sayings relating
to Places are grouped in like manner.

2. Other proverbs, which do not naturally fall into any of the groups just
indicated, take their places in the alphabet under either their first word, if that
is significant, or under their first, significant word—that by which anyone using
the book, who was not certain of the saying’s precise form, would naturally look
forit. Cross-references have been liberally supplied throughout the work.

By this two-fold arrangement, especially by the grouping system, it is hoped
that the book may serve the purposes, not only of a dictionary, but to some
extent, at least, of a Classified Index of English Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases.

G. L. A.



ABBREVIATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

ABBREVIATIONS

B & F, Beaumont and Fletcher
B S, Ballad Society

¢, circa

EDS, Enghsh Dualect Society

EETS Early Enghsh Text Society

FLS, Folk Lore Society

Hunt Cl, Hunteman Club

1, hine

(N ) indicates that the quotation so marked s taken from Nares's Glossary

N & Q, Notes and Queries

N Sh S, New Shakspere Society

(O} indicates that the quotation so marked 15 taken from the Otford Englsh
Dactionary

PS Parker Society

R I S Robert Loms Stevenson

Roxb Cl, Roxburgh Club

S, Society

Ser, Sertes

Sh S, Shakespeare Society

Spens §, Spenser Society

Tr, Translations

T T, Tudor Translations

(W) indicates that the quotation so marked 1s taken from Dr Wright's Dialect
Dictionary

Note —For some of the Latin and Greek quotations I am indebted toMr H E P
Platt’s Alia (Oxford, 1904)

REFERENCES

The reference always precedes the quotation, except mn the case of the classical
quotations within square brackets

A reference without a quotation indicates that the example occurs esther in
precisely the same form, or with tnfling difference, as mn the heading to the article

References, other than to plays, are to page, or volume and page unless
otherwise indicated  Plays are referred to by Act and Scene, or by Act alone

A date or name 1n brackets indicates the edition to which reference 1s made

1530 Palsgrave Palsgraves L'Eclarcissement dg la Langue Frangaise, EA
Pans 1852

1611 Cotgrave Cotgrave's French-English Dictionary, 1611

1633 Draxe Thomas Draxe’s Bibliotheca Schol. Inst; 1633

1639 Clathe John Clarke’s Paremiologia Anglo-Latina, 1639

1659 Howell James Howell s Proverds, 1659

1670, 1678, etc  Ray John Ray’s English Proverbs, 1670 and subsequent
editions  Reference 1s made to the later editions of Ray only when the saymg
treated does not occur 1n an earlier edition

1732 Fuller Thomas Fuller's Guomologea, 1732

1855 Bohn H G Bohn's A Hand-Book of Proverbs 1855

1869 Hazhitt W Carew Hazlitt’s English Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases, 1869




ENGLISH PROVERBS AND PROVERBIAL PHRASES

A

A, 1. A per se=A paragon. 1475:
Henryson, Test. of Cress., 1. 48, O fair
Cresseid ! the flour and A-per-se Of Troy
and Grece. 1573: Harvey, Letter-Book,
104 (Camden S.), A verie A perse A, not
her fellowe in Europe. 1631: Brath-
wait, Whimzies, 123 (1859), Such an
one is an a per se a for knavery. 1639:
Clarke, 104, A per sea.

2. To know not A from the gable-end,
or, from a windmill. 1401:inT. Wright,
Pol. Poems, ii. 57 (Rolls Ser., 1861),
I know not an a from the wynd-mylne.
1830: Forby, Vocab. E. Anglia, 434, He
does not know great A from the gable
end of a house. Ci. B (2).

Aback o’ behind like a donkey’s tail.
1917 : Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 6.

Abbey to a grange, To bring an,
c. 1480: Early Miscell., 26 (Warton Cl.,
1855), And nowe that abbay is torned
to a grange. c. 1540: Bale, Iynge
Johan, 23 (Camden S.), Our changes
are soch that an abbeye turneth to a
graunge. 1670: Ray, 16T.

v Above-board. 1608: J. Hall, Virines
and Vices, 15, All his dealings are
square, and aboue the boord. 1640:
Brome, Antipodes, I11. i.,, Here's no-
thing but faire play, and all above
boord. 1753: Richardson, Grandison,
i. 185 (1883), All is fair, all is above-
board: all is as it was represented.
1891: R. L. S., Wrecker, ch. ix., “Oh,
everything’s open and above board,”
he cried. 1924: The Times, 25 Jan.,
p. 11, col. 2, The public, which likes
dealings to be above board. .

Absence is a shrew. c. 1480: in
Hazlitt, Early Pop. Poetry, ii. 13, And
therefor it is said in wordes few, how
that long absence is a sherew.

Ahsence sharpens love,
strengthens it. 1732: Fuller, No 755.

Absent party is still faulty, The.

¢.1440: Lydgate, Fall of Princes, bk. iii.

presence

A Aching

1. 3927, For princis ofte, of furious
hastynesse, Wil cachche a quarel,
causeles in sentence, Ageyn folk absent,
thouh ther be non offence. 1612:
Shelton, Quixote, Pt. I. bk. iii. ch. xi.,
To him that absent is All things succeed
amiss. 1710: S. Palmer, Moral Essays
on Proverbs, 51, The absent party is
always to blame. 1%732: Fuller, No.
4390.

Absent without fault. 1633: Draxe,
43, He is neither absent without fault,
nor present without excuse.

Abundance depends on sour milk,
i.e. thunderstorms aid crops. 1893: In-
wards, Weather Lore, 119.

Abundance of things ingendereth dis-
dainfulness. 15%8: Florio, First Fruites,
fo. 32, The plenty of things dooth
ingender care. 1629: Book of Meery
Riddles, Prov. g.

Accidents will happen. 1763: Colman,
Deuce is in Him, 1., Accidents, acci-
dents will happen—No less than seven
brought into our infirmary yesterday.
1849: Dickens, Copperfield, ch. xxviil.,
“My dear friend Copperfield,” said
Mr. Micawber, ‘“accidents will occur
in the best-regulated families.”

v Account not that slavery, That brings
in penny savoury. 1678: Ray, 2zI.
1732: Fuller, No. 6371.
v Accusing the times is but excusing
our selves. 1732: Fuller, No. 739.
Ace of trumps. I will not play my ace
of trumps yet. 1732: Fuller, No. 2647.
Aces of allowance. The best must
crave their aces of allowance. 1672:
Walker, Parem., 23.
Aching teeth. Who hath aking feeth
hatl ill tenants. 1670: Ray, 26.
Aching tooth, To have an. Usually
to have a longing or desire for—but
see 1730 quot. 1590: Lodge, Rosalynde,
136 (Hunt. Cl.), I have a longing tooth, a
longing tooth that makes me crie. 1667:

w
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Acotns

L’Estrange, Quevedo’s Visions, 201
(1904}, “ You have still an aching
tooth at those poor varlets” 1730
Bailey, Dict, sv *Ake,” To have an
aking tooth at one, to be angry at, to
have a mind to rebuke or chastise one
1742 North, Lives of Norths, n 172, He
had an aching tooth, as they say, at the
mill - stones of a water -mil 1887
Parish and Shaw, Dict of Kent Dialect,
1 (EDS), Muster Moppett s man’s got
a terr’ble aching-tooth for our old sow

Acorns  See Oak (5)

Acquamtance of the great will I
nought, For first or last dear 1t will be
bought 15th cent 1n Reltg Antique,
1 205 (1841), Aqueyntanse of lordschip
wyll v noght, For furste or laste dere
It woll be bowght

Acre to keep a peewnt, It would take
an 1917 Bndge, Cheshire Proverbs 86
Said of very poor land

Action 1s the proper fruit of know-
ledge 1732 Fuller, No 760

Adam Y When Adam delved and
Ete span, Who was then the gentleman?
¢ 1330 R Rolle 1 Relsgsots Preces,
p 79(EETS 26), When Adam dalfe
and Eve spane, So spire 1f thou may
spede, Whare was thon the pnde of
man, That now merres s mede
Before 1500 Hill, Commonplace-Book,
131 (EET §), Whan Adam delfid and
Eve span, who was than a gentilman?
1592 Greene, Quip, mn Works, X1 225
(Grosart), I will not forget the old wines
logick, when Adam delud and Eue
spanne _who was then a gentleman?
1630 T Adams, Works 872 1732
Fuller, No 6421 Ray, 1670, p 210,
adds the couplet, Upstart a churl and
gathered good [wealth], And thence did
sprang our gentle blood

2 We are all Adam’s children, but
stlk makes the difference 1659 Howell
Proverbs  Span -Eng, 13, We are all
Adams sons, silk onely distingmisheth
us 1732 Fuller, No 5425 See also
014, D (2)

Add insult to mnjury  See Insult

Adder See  quotations 1856
N & Q, 2nd ser,1 4o1, If the adder
could hear and the bhindworm could
see, No poor man’s children could go

v

v

Afraid

ther way free 1856 Ibid,2nd ser,1
331, There1s a Kentish proverb If
1 could hear as well as see, No man nor
beast should passbyme 1875 Pansh,
Sussex Dauct, 14, The country people
say that on the adder’s belly will
be found the words—*If I could hear
as well as see, No man m hfe could
master me” 1878 Folk-Lore Record,
i 15, I have heard of a labourer
declaning that the “‘queer marks” on
the belly of the deaf adder could be
made out to be “If I could hear as
well as see, No mortal man should
master me " See also Deaf (6), March
(38), and Snake (1)
Adderbury  See Bloxham
Addled egg  As good fo be an addled
eggasantdlebird 1581 Lyly, Euphues,
207 (Arber) 1732 Fuller, No 681
Adlant  Sez Turn, verb (3)
. Advantage 1s a better soldier than
rashness 1855 Bohn, 305
. Adversity flattereth no man 1732
Fuller, No 762
Adversity 1s easier borne than pros-
penty forgot  Ibid, No 763
v Adversity makes a man wise, though
not nich 1633 Draxe, 6, In aduersitie
men finde eres 1678 Ray, 9z 1732
Fuller, No 764 See also Prospenty
Advice T Aduice comes foo late when
a thing 1s done 1670 Ray, 1 1748
Ruchardson, Clarissa, v 119 {1785)
2 Advice to all, security for none
1855 Bohn 305
kv 3 Gue nesther adoce mor salf, untrl
souareasked forst 1875 A B Cheales,
Proverb Folk-Lore, 88
v 4 Invamhecraces advice that will not
Jollowst 1611 Cotgrave,sv “Crowre ”
1670 Ray, 1
v 5 We may gue aduice, but we cannot
gwe conduct 1736 Franklin, Way fo
Wealth, in Works, 1 451 (Bigelow)
See also Woman (15) and (60)
Affaus, like salt fish, ought to be a
good while 2 soaking 1855 Bohn, 305
Afraid of farenough 1670 Ray, 161
1917 Bnidge, Cheshire Proverbs, 8
Afraid of grass ¢ 1582 G Harvey,
Margimaha 192 (1913), He that 1s
afrayd of euery starting grasse, may not
walke ;na meddow 1710 S Palmer,

2




Afraid

Moral Essays on Proverbs, 195, He that’s
afraid of every grass must not sleep in
a meadow.,

- Afraid of him that died last year.
16%70: Ray, 161. 1732: Fuller, No. 810,
Are you afraid of him that dy’d last
year? 1I915: Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs,
6, . . . Of that which is never likely
to happen.

Afraid of his own shadow. 1567:G.
Fenton, Bandello, ii. 285 (Tudor Tr.),
He retorned with more fear of his
shadow then true reaporte of that he
had in charge. 1580: Baret, dlvearie,
V 92. And as our English prouerbe is,
heis afraid of his owne shadowe. 1672:
Walker, Parem., 53.

Afraid of leaves. 1611: Cotgrave, s.v.
**Peur,” Let him thats skared by leaves
keep from the wood. 1651: Herbert,
Jac. Prudentum, 2nd ed., He that is
afraid of leaves goes not to the wood.

Afraid of one’s friends when none is
near. 1699: in Harl. Miscell., ii. 38
(x744), No girding satyrist can take up
the old proverb against you, and say,
That you are afraid of your friends,
when there is none near you. 1740:
Richardson, Pamela, i. 222 (1883), You
are afraid of your friends, when none
are near you.

Afraid of the hatchet, lest the helve
stick in his leg. 1917: Bridge, Cheshire
Proverbs, 7.

Afraid of the wagging of feathers.
1670: Ray, 55, He that’s afraid of the
wagging of feathers, must keep from
among wild fowl.

Afraid of wounds. 1639: Clarke, 310,
They that are afraid of wounds, must
not come neere a battell. 1670: Ray,
56, He that’s afraid of wounds, must not
come nigh a battel. 1736: Bailey, Dict.,
s.v. “Afraid,” He that’s afraid of
wounds must not go to the wars.

Afraid to ask a price. See He will
never,
~ After a delay comes a stay.
Fuller, No. 6177.

.. After a lank comes a bank.

Ray, 343. '

After death, the doctor. I611: Cot-
grave, s.v. “Mort,” After death drugs.
1681 : \W. Robertson, Phraseol. Generalis,

1732:

1678:

3 Afterthought

432. 1732: Fuller, No. 772.
Brady, Varieties of Lit., 39.
v~ After dinner sit awhile; after supper
walk a mile. 1588: Cogan, Haven of
Health, 186 (1612), That old English
saying: After dinner sit a while, and
after supper walke a mile. 1639: Mas-
singer, Unnat. Combat, 1I1. i., As the
proverb says, for health sake, after
dinner, or rather after supper, willingly
then I'll walk a mile to hear thee.
! 1754: Berthelson, Eng.-Danish Dict.,
s.v. “Dinner.” 1846: Planché, Extra-
vag., ii. 135 {1879), Some tell us after
supper walk a mile, But we say, after

supper dance a measure.
-~ After drought® cometh rain. 15th
t"cent.: in Relig. Antique, 1. 323 (1841),
After droght commyth rayne. Before
1529: Skelton, Magnyfycence, 1. 12,
Howe after a drought there fallyth a
showre of rayne.

After joy comes sorrow. I5th cent.: -
in Relig. dnfique, i. 323 (1841), After
plesur commethe payne. 1640: Mabbe,
tr. Exemplary Novels, i. 59 (1900), For
as it is in the proverb, after joy comes
SOTTOW.

After meat, mustard. 1605:Camden, .
Remains, 316 (x870). 1604: Motteux,
Rabelais, bk. v. ch. =xxvii. 1712:
Motteux, Don Quixote, Pt. 1. bk. iii.
ch. viii.,, It is just hke the proverb,
After meat comes mustard. 1822:
Scott, Nigel, ch. iii.

After pear. See Pear (1).

After wit. I. After wit comes ower
late. 1683: Meriton, Yorkshire Ale,
83—7 (x697). 169z: L’Estrange, £sop,
144 (31d ed.), After-wit comes too late
when the mischief is done.

2, After wit is dear bought. 1709:
Dykes, Eng. Proverbs, 6, After wit 15
commonly dear bought.

3. After wit is not the best. ¢. 1605:in
Collier, Roxb. Ballads, 88 (1847).

After you is manners. I1738: Swift,
Polite Convers., Dial. I1., Oh! madam;
after you is good manners. 1789:
O'Keeffe, Czar Peter, III. ii., Stop,
friend | after me is manners.

After your fling, Watch for the sting. -
1917: Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 7.

Afterthought. The afterthought is good

1826:




Against

for nought, except 1L be to calch blind horses
wy’ S Devon 1869 Hazlitt, 355

Aganst the grain 1670 Ray, 178
1673 Dryden, Amboyna, I 1, But for
this whoreson cutting of throats, 1t goes
4 httle agamst the gram ¢ 1730
Swft, Works, xiv 250 (Scott), Hither,
though much agamst the gramn, The
Dean has carried Lady Jane 1870
Dickens, Drood, ch xx, Which agam
naturally, rubs against the gramn of
Mr Bazzard

Agamnsttheharr ¢ 1387 Usk, Test
of Love m Skeat's Chaucer, vn 58,
But ayenst the heer 1t tumeth 1580
Lyly, Euphues, 394 {Arber), I will goe
against the haire n all things, so I may
please thee m anye thing 1609 Shake-
speare, Trotjus, 1 1, He 1s melancholy
without cause and merry agawst the
hair 1606 Cormish Comedy, 11, To
have and fo hold till us do part, efc , goes
agamnst the hawr 1754 Berthelson,
Eng -Dawssh Dict , s v “ Against

Aganst the shins 1678 Ray, 81,
That goes agawmnst the shims, 1e It’s to
my prejudice

Aganst the wool 1546 Heywood,
Proterbs, Pt 1 ch x1, What, should
your face thus agayne the woll be
shome For one fall? 1576. R
Peterson, Galateo, 25 (1892), For,
fromewarde [froward}, signifieth as
muche as Shorne agamnst the wooll
1693 Urquhart, Rabelais, bk m ch
xxxv1, Let us turn the clean contrary
way, and brush our former words
agamst the wool

Age and want For age and wan!
save while you may, No morming sun
lasts @ whole day 1736 Frankln, Way
10 Wealth . Works, 1 450 (Bigelow)
1825 Hone, Ev_Day Book, 1 1351
1846 Denham, Proverbs, 1g (Percy S)
[with “summer s * for * momng* ]

Age and wedlock bring a man to hus
mght-cap 1639 Clarke, 279 1732
Fuller, No 778

Age and wedlock tame man and beast
1605 Camden, Remawns, 317 (1870)
1732 Fuller, No 779

Age and wedlock we all desire and
repent of 1732 Yuller, No 780

Age breeds aches 1596 Hanngton,

4

Ale

Metam of Ajax, 11 (1814), You have
heard the old proverb, ‘age breeds
aches
Agree, for the law 1s costly 1605
Camden, Remarns, 316 (1870) 1692
L’Estrange, £sop, 383 (3rd ed ), Agree,
agree, says the old saw, the law 1s costly
1738 Swift, Polite Convers, Dial 1,
Come, agree, agree, the law’s costly
Agree like bells 1630 T Adams,
Works, 192, They tune hike bells, and
want but hanging 1683 Menton,
Yorkshire Ale, 83-7 (1697), They agree
like bells, they want neathing but hang-
g 1732 Fuller, No 4948, They agree
like bells, they want nothing but
hanging
Agreed upon the tume See quot
1855 Bohn, 562, When you are all
agreed upon the time, quoth the vicar,
I'll make 1t ramn
Ague 1n the spning 1s physic for a
king, An 1659 Howell, 20 1732
Fuller, No 6249 1846 Denham, Pro-
verbs, 34 (Percy S) 1904 Co Iolk-
Lore Northumberland, 175 (FLS)
Agues come on horseback, but go
away on foot 1678 Ray, 33
Air of a window  See Draught (2)
Alaston  See Farle Hill
Alder  Seequot 1839 G C Lewss,
Herefordsh Words, 6, When the bud of
the aul [alder] 15 as big as the trout’s
eye, Then that fish 1s 1n season mn the
River Wye 1847 Halhwell, Dict Prov
Words,sv “Aul”
Alderman  See Paced
« Aldermastonhouse Seequot 1869
Hazlitt, 457, When clubs are trumps,
Aldermaston house shakes

Aldgate See Nick and froth, and
oM, D (3
Ale 1 Aleand Iustory 1have not

been able to identify the proverb to
whichthe following quotations refer Be-
fore 1635 Corbet, Poems, 1n Chalmers
v 580, Mine host was full of ale and
Iistory 1654 Gayton, Pleasant Notes
Don (1, 195, That truth be in his ale, as
history 1676 Etherege, Man of Mode,
I, You know the old proverb—ale and
history

2 Ale wn, uwitf oul

(1)

See Drink, subs



‘Aler

3. You brew good ale. c. 1590: Shake-
speare, Two Geni., I111. i., And thereof
comes the proverb: “Blessing of your
heart, you brew good ale.” 1826: Scott,
Woodstock, ch. xix., “I will not say
blessing on their hearts,” said he;
“lthough I must own they drank good
ale.”

Sec also Fair, adv. (3); Good ale; and l

Mend (6).
’Aler. See Hailer.

v Alike every day makes a clout on
Sunday. 1732: Fuller, No. 785. 1846:
Denham, Proverbs, 5 (Percy S.).

« All are good maids, but whence come
the bad wives? 1732: Fuller, No. 499.

All are not abed that have ill rest,

" 1530: Palsgrave, 422, They benatallin
bedde yet that shall have yvell rest
to nyght. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs,
Pt. II. ch. vii. 1670: Ray, 60, All that
are in bed must not have quiet rest.

All are not merry. See Merry that
dance. -

« All are not saints that go to church.
168%: Poor Robin Alman., July.

., All are not turners that are dish-
throwers. 1678: Ray, 212. 1732: Ful-
ler, No. 503.

All are presumed good till they are
found in a fault. 1040: Herbert, Jac.

Prudentum.

All asidin as hogs fighten. 1678:
Ray, 65.

All blood is alike ancient. I732:

Fuller, No. 50s.

All came from and will go to others.
1611: Cotgrave, s.v. “Autruy.” 1640:
Herbert, Jac. Prudentum.

All come to. You see what we must all
come to if we live. 1678: Ray, 65.

All complain. 1640: Herbert, jac.
Prudentum.

; Al covet all lose. 1297: Robert of
Gloucester, 306 (1724) (0., Wo so
coueytep al, al lesep ywys. 1523-5:
Berners, Froissarl/, ch. cclix.,, It is
an olde sayenge, He that all coveteth
al leseth. 1591: Lodge, Catharos,
31 (Hunt. Cl.), The common prougrbe,
Hee that coueteth all, often-times
looseth much. 1664: J. Wilson, The
Cheats, IV. i., This is it, when men
must manage their business by them-

5 Al

selves. All covet and all lose. 1745:
Agreeable Companion, 19, All covet, all
lose [title of story].

- All cry and no wool. See Much cry.

All cry, fie on the fool. 1659: Howell,
Proverbs : Brit.-Eng., 30.

» _All doors open to courtesy. I1732:
Fuller, No. 512.

All draw water.
wishes water,

All fear is bondage. 15%8: Florio,
First Fruites, fo. 32, All fearfulnesse 1s
folly. 1629: Book of Meery Riddles,
Prov. 35.

*  All feet tread not in one shoe. 1640:
Herbert, Jac. Prudentum. 16g94: D’Ur-
fey, Quixote, Pt. 1. Act V. sc. ii., Let her
bequeath it to the devil, or where she
pleases: all shoes fit not all feet.

All fellows at football. 1600: Sir John
Oldcastle, 1. 1487 (Malone S.), Al
friends at footebal, fellowes all in field.
1641: in Harl. Miscell., iii. 228 (1744),
If we had stayed but a little while
longer, we should have been A¥ fellows
at Football. 1732: Fuller, No. 498.

+ All fish are not caught with flies. 1580:
Lyly, Euphues, 350 (Arber), All fyshe
are not caught with flyes. 1598: Meres,
Palladis, leaf 43. 1732: Fuller, No. 514.

~ All flesh is not venison. 1623: Wod-
roephe, Spared Houres, 519. 1670: Ray,
56. 1732: Fuller, No. 515. 1875: A. B.
Cheales, Proverb. Folk-Lore, 130.

All fool, or all philosopher,
Fuller, No. 517.

All Fools’ Day. If it thunders on All
Fools’ Day, It brings good crops of corn
and hay. 1878: Dyer, Eng. Folk-Lore,
2535, 1882: Mrs. Chamberlain, V. TWorcs.
Words, 37 (E.D.S). 1893: Inwards,
Weather Lore, 24.

All fruit fails. Sez Haws (2).

All go we still, etc. ¢. 1430: Lydgate,
Minor Poems, 150 (Percy S.), An old
proverbe groundid on sapence, Alle goo
we stille, the cok hath lowe shoon {this
line is the refrain—it ends each stanza].
» All griefs with bread are less. 1620:
Shelton, Quixofe, Pt. 1I. ch. Iv., Sancho
said to him . .. “Sorrows great are
lessened with meat.” 1640: Herbert,
Jac. Prudentum.

All-hallon-tide. Sef trees at Allhallon~

See Every man

1732:



All

fide and command them o grow,
Set them after Candlemas and entreat
them to grow 1678 Ray, 52 ¢ 1685
Aubrey, Nat Hist Wilts, 105 (1847)
1822 Scott, in Lockhart’s Life, v 184,
1 hold by the old proverb—plant a tree
before Candlemas, and command 1t to
grow—plant 1t after Candlemas, and
you must enfreat it

All happiness 1s 1n the mund 1855
Bohn, 307

All have and naught forego 1562
Heywood, Epigr, No 278 1039
Clarke 40

All her dishes  Sez Dish (1)

All holiday at Peckham 1825 Hone,

Ev Day Book 1 1124 1848 Forster,
Oliver Goldsmath, bk 1 ch v1,* Oh, that
1s all 2 holiday at Peckham, * said an old
friend m a common proverbial
phrase

Allinacopse 1863 Wise, New Forest,
ch xv1,Forest proverbs  suchas
“Alln a copse,” that 1s, indistinct

All 1n the day’s work. 1738 Swift,
Polite Comvers , Dial T, Will you be so
kind to tie this stnng for me, with
your fair hands? it will go all mn your
day's work. 1855 Kingsley, West Hol,
ch v, “It s allin the day's work, as the
huntsman said when the lon ate him ’
1908 Lucas, Over Bemerton's ¢h xv

All 35 fair  See Love, subs (1)

All 1s fish that comes tonet ¢ 1520
1 Ballads from MSS ,1 g5 (BS), Alle
ys ffysshe that commyth to the nett
1580 Tusser, Husbandric, 87 (EDS),
Alls fish they get that commeth to net
1664 Wiits Recr , Epigr 644, But Death
15 sure to hill all he can get, And all1s
fish with lum that comes to net 1769
Cumberland, Brothers, 1, Black, brown,
fair, or tawny, ‘tis all fish that comes
m your net 1852 Dickens, Bleak
House,ch v

All1s gone, etc  When all 15 gone and
nothing left, What avails the dagger,
with dudgeon haft? 1583 Melbancke,
Philotsnus, sig D3 When all 1s gone
and notheinge lefte, farewell dagger
withdudgen haft 1659 Howell, Letters,
1 666 (Jacobs) [with “waits 7" 1mstead
of “avails ] 1670 Ray, 6 1732
Fuller No 6393

All

All 1s lost that 1s put 11 a niven dish
1639 Clarhe,16g 1681 W Robertson,
Phraseol Generals, 1280 1732 Fuller,
No 546, All’s lost that 1s pour’d into a
crach d dish 1880 Spurgeon, Plough-
man's Pictures, 149 [as m Fuller]

All 1s not at hand that helps 1732
Fuller, No 526

All 1s not gold that ghtters [Non
teneas aurum totum quod splendet ut
aurum, Nec pulchrum pomum gued-
hbet esse bonum —Alanus de Insubs
{ob 1294), Parabole, c m] ¢ 1220
Haly Medenhad, 9 (EETS), Nis hut
nower neh gold al pat ter schinep
¢ 1384 Chaucer, H Fame, bk 11 272,
Hit 1s not al gold, that glareth ¢ 1440
Lydgate, Fall of Princes, bh v 1 2944
(EETS), Al1s not gold that shyneth
briht 1583 Greene, Mamillsa,in Works,
u 26 (Grosart), For al 1s not gold that
glysters 1505 Shakespeare, Merchant of
Vensce, Act1l sc v, All that glistersis
not gold 1703 Ward, Calves-Head Club,
5 (1705), We alass see allis not gold
that ghsters 1773 Garrick, Prol to
Stoops to Conguer, Thus I begin “All1s
not ‘gold that ghtters” 1859 Sala,
Twice Round the Clock, 4 pm ad fin

All 1s not Jost that 1s s perd 161X
Cotgrave, sv_‘‘Perdu,” All 1s not lost
that 1n some danger1s 1700 D Crau-
furd, Courtship d-la-Mode, IV 1, All1s
not lost that 15 1 hazard, as the saying
15 1880 Platt, Money, 32, To realise
that “all1s not lost when much s lost **

All 1s not won that 1s put 1n the purse
1639 Clarke, 45 ‘Tisnotallsaved that's
put1 th’ purse 1732 Fuller, No 531
1758-67 Steme, Tnist Shandy, bk
ch xxx, All 1s not gam that 1s got nto
the purse 1875 A B Cheales, Pro-
1erb Folk-Lore, 100

Allss well  See Man (78)

All 13 well save that the worst piece 15
wm the mudst Glos 1639 m Berkeley
2SS, m 30 (1885)

All 13 well that ends well ¢ 1426
Audelay, Poems, 54 (Percy S ), Foralys
good that hath good ende 1546 Hey-
wood, Proverbs, Pt 1 ¢ch x ¢ 1508
Shakespeare, All's Well that Ends el
[title] 1757 Murphy, Upholsterer, 11 1
1850 Smedley, Frank Farrlegh,ch <lvu



All

1901: S. Butler, in Life, by H. TV. Jones,
i. 249 (r919).

All is well with him who is beloved of
his neighbours. 1611: Cotgrave, s.v.
“Bien,” He lives well at home, that 1s
beloved abroad. 1640: Herbert, Jac.
Prudentum.

All meat is not the same in every
man’s mouth. 1584: Lodge, Alarum
against Usurers, 46 (Shakesp. Soc.),
Who finding all things meate in the
mouth, 1681: W. Robertson, Phraseol.
Generalis, 597, Al meat pleaseth not
all mouths. 1732: Fuller, No. 535.

All meats to be eaten, all maids to be
wed. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. I1.
ch.ii. 1678: Ray, 64.

All men can'’t be first.
No. 536.

All men can’t be masters. 1546:
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. 1. ch. xii,
Every man may not syt in the chayre.
1604: Shakespeare, Othello, 1. i., We
cannot all be masters. 1732: Fuller,
No. 537.

All men may say that thou art an ass,
then bray, If. 1633: Draxe, 11. 1659:
Howell, Proverbs : Span.-Eng., 1, When
all tell thee thou art an ass, 'tis time for
thee to bray.

All men row galley way. 1813: Ray,
16, i.e. Every one draweth towards
himself.

All men think all men mortal but
themselves. 1924: Sphere, 29 March,
p. 330, col. 2, That fact is probably
explained by the adage, “ Allmen,” etc.

All men’s friend. See Friend (8).

All mouths must be fed. 1710: Ward,
Nuptial Dialogues, ii. 360.

All my eye and Betty Martin. 1785:
Grose, Class. Dict. Vulgar Tongue, s.v.
“B. M.,” That's my eye betty martin,
an answer to any one that attempts to
impose or humbug. 1828: Carr, Craven
Dialect, 1. 128. 1834-7: Southey, Doc-
tor, ch. cxxv., Who was Betty Martin,
and wherefore should she so often
mentioned in connexion with my
precious eye or yours? 1851: Planché,
Extravag., iv. 158 (1879), Only your
eye and Miss Elizabeth Martin.

All of a dither. See quot. I9I7:
Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 28, Aw of a

B

1732: Fuller,

7 All

dither-a-wack loike a new-baked cust-
hud. . . . = Trembling or shivermng.

All of a heap. 1740: Richardson,
Pamela, ii. 119 (1883), Mr. Longman,
who had struck me of a heap. 1775:
Sheridan, Duenna, I1. ii. 1817: Scott,
Rob Roy, ch. xxiv. 1842: Planché,
Extravag., ii. 167 (1879).

All of a hommock. 1854: Baker,
Northants Gloss., s.v. “ Hommock,” ““ All
of a hommock” ... is always re-
stricted to a female who, from an
excess of ill-made clothing, that sits
in heaps or ridges, looks dispropor-
tionally stout.

All of a huh., 1886: Elworthy, West
Som. Word-Book, 357 (E.D.S.), When
anything is lopsided, it 1s said to be
“all of a huh.”

All of a litter, quoth Lambert. 1709:
O. Dykes, Eng. Proverbs, 43.

All of a spinning == all alike. Staffs.
1889: Folk-Lore Journal, vii. 294.

All on one side. See Bridgnorth;
Chesterfield; Marton; Parkgate;
Smoothey’s wedding; and Takeley
Street,

All one a hundred years hence, I6II:
Cotgrave, s.v. “Fiens,” All will be one
at the latter day, say we. 1675: in
Bagford Ballads, ii. 722 (B.S.), For ’tis
all one a hundred years hence. 1798:
Wolcot, Works, v. 260 (x801). 1895:
Pinero, Benefit of the Doubt, 11.

All one, but their meat goes two ways.
1678: Ray, 78.

All our pomp the earth covers. 1640:
Herbert, Jac. Prudentum. 1666: Tor-
riano, Piazza Univ. 285.

All rivers do what they can for the sea.
1633 : Draxe, 180, All rivers run into the
sea. I732: Fuller, No. 541.

Allroadslead to Rome. See Rome (I).

All Saints Summer. 1924: Observer,
28 Sept., p. 7, col. 2, ‘“All Saints
Summer " occasionally gives us a fine
spell before or after All Saints’ Day on
1 November.

All shall be well. See Jack has his

Jill.
+  All shearers are honest in the harvest
field. 1846: Denham, Proverls, 50
(Percy S.).

All sorts to make a world. 1844:




All

Jerrold, Story of a Feather, ch xxvm,
“Well, 1t takes all sorts to make a
world”, and with this worn adage,
my new possessor prepared limself to
depart 1901 F E Taylor, Lancs
Sayings, 8,1t ta’es o soarts o' folk for
t' ma'e a wo'ld

All that shakes falls out 1640
Herbert, Jac Prudentum
Allthat shines  See All 1s not gold

All the honesty is in the parting
1678 Ray, 187

All the levers you can lay will not do
it Somerset 1678 Ray, 353 1732
Fuller, No 554 All the levers you can
bring will not heave 1t up

All the matter’s not 1n my lord judge’s
hand 1678 Ray, 76

All the water 1 the sea cannot wash
out this stain 1666 Tormano, Piazza
Umniv , 143, All the water mn the sea can-
not washhum 1732 Fuller No 557

All the world and Bingham 1863
N &Q,3rdser m 233

All the world and Little Billing 1854
Baker, Northants Gloss sv “L B,”

2 common mode of expressing that

there was a large assemblage of people

All the world and part of Gateshead
1846-59 Denham Tracts,1 80 (FLS)
189z Heslop, Northumb Words, 2
(EDS), “Aall the warld an’ paurt o'
Gyetside ”  {Gateshead], a common
proverb, used jocularly

All the world goeth by fair speech
Before 1500 Hill, Commonplace-Book,
130 (EETS)

All things are not to be granted at all
times 1732 Fuller, No 562

All things are soon prepared 1n 2 well
ordered house 611 Cotgrave, sv
“Apprestee” 1670 Ray, 14 1732
Fulter No 525 Allis soon ready m an
orderly house

All things fit not all men 1539
Taverner, Proverbs, fo 36, All men
can not do all thynges 1639 Clarhe
82

All things have a beginming ¢ 1380
Chaucer, Troylus, n 671, For everv-
thing, a gmmng hath 1t mede 1342
Boorde, Dyefary, 240 (EETS), Yet
euery thynge must haue a begyn-
nynge 1631 Shirley, Love Tricks,

All

Prol, Nothmng so true As all things
have beginning

All things have an end, with later
addition, and a pudding has two
¢ 1374 Chaucer, Troylus, mt 615, As
every thing hath ende ¢ 1490 Par-
fonope, 1 11144 (EETS), Ye wote
wele of all thimng moste be an ende
1530 Palsgrave, 527, Every thynge at
the laste draweth to his ende 1593
Nashe, Strange Newes, n Works, I 212
(Grosart), Euery thing hath an end and
a puddng hath two 1613 B & F,
Burming Pestle, I n, All things have
end, And that we call a pudding hath
s two 1738 Swiit, Polite Convers,
Dial 1, Well, all things have an end,
and a pudding has two 1826 Scott
Woodstock, ch < _[with the pudding]
1852 Dickens, Bleak House, ¢ch 11,
“Well, well! ” he cried, shaking 1t off,
“everything has an end We shall
see!”

All things may be suffered saving
wealth ¢ 1390 Gower, Conf Amantss,
Prol, 1 487, Bot i proverbe natheles
Men sein, ful selden 1s that welthe Can
sofire his oghne astat i helthe  161x
Cotgrave s v *“Ause,”” Wesav, all things
may be suffered saving wealth

All things require skall but an appetite
1640 Herbert, Jac Prudenium

All thumbs, or, Tom All thumbs
1598 Servingmans Comfort, . Inedited
Tracts, 107 (Hazhit, 1868) The clowne,
the slouen, and Tom althummes 1886
Elworthy, West Som Word-Book, 395
{EDS), Leave 1t alone, all thumbs!
why thee art as clumsy as a cow
handling a musket Cf Finger (2)

All tongue 1828 Carr, Craven Dia-
lect, 1 213, “To be all tongue,” to be a
great talker

All truths  See Truth (23)

All weapons  See Weapon (1}

All women are good, viz esther good
for something, or good for nothing
1678 Ray,s59 1738 Swift, Polite Con-
vers, Dial 1, Which of the goods d'ye
mean? good for something, or good for
nothing? 1869 Spurgeon, fohn Plongh-
man, ch xvi

1 All work and no play makes Jack a dull
boy 1659 Howell, 12 1732 Tuller,
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No. 6372. 1853: Dickens, in Letfers,
1. 313 (1880,) All work and no play may
make Peter a dull boy as well as Jack.
1919: J. A. Bridges, Victorian Recollec-
tions, 160, No doubt, he got sufficient
amusement out of his clients to prevent
Jack from becoming a dull boy.

All worse and no better, like Tom
Norton’s wife. 1869: Spurgeon, John
Ploughman, ch. xiii.

All’s alike at the latter day; a bag of
gold and wisp of hay. 1639: Clarke, 215.

All's lost both labour and cost. 1639:
Clarke, 153.

All’s out is good for prisoners but
naught for the eyes. 1678: Ray, 186.

All’s over. See Burying,

All’s well that ends well, as the pea-
cock said when he looked at his tail.
1910: Devonsh. Assoc. Trans., xlii. go.

Allan aParson, Seequot. 1846-39:
Denham Tracts, i. 69 (F.LS.), There
never was an Allan a Parson. Spoken
of the family of Allan of Blackwell . . .
and the pedigree of the family fully
bears out the saying.

Almond, See Parrot.

Almost and hard by save many a lie.
1639: Clarke, 106, Almost and wellnigh
saves many a le. 1662: TFuller,
Worthies, i. 82 (1840), I approve the
plain country by-word: . . . “ Almost
and very nigh, Have saved many a
lie.” 1732: Fuller, No. 6188.

Almost was never hanged.
Clarke, 3. 1670: Ray, 56.

Alms, 1. Alms mever make poor.
1640: Herbert, Jac. Prudentum. 1736:
Bailey, Dict., s.v. “ Alms,” Giving alms
never lessens the stock. 1855: Bohn,
309, Alms-giving never made any man
poor, nor robbery rich, nor prosperity
wise.

2. Alms quencheth sin. [Water wil
quench a flaming fire; and almsgiving
will make atonement for sin.—ZEccles.
iii. 30 zoth cent.: Zlfric, Homilies,
ii. 106 (Thorpe), pet seo =lmysse ure
synna lig adwesete. ¢. I175: Old Eng.
Homilies, 1st ser., 37 (Morris, EEET.S.),
Al swa thet water acwencheth thet fur
swa tha elmesse acwencheth tha sunne.
1303: Robert of Brunne, H andl. Synne,
1. 7079, Almes fordoth alle wykkednes

1639:

Always
iﬁnd quenchyth synne and makyth hyt
es.

3. It is an alms-deed to pumnish him.
1628: Earle, Microcosm., 48 (Arber), No
man verifies the prouerbe more, that it
is an almes-deed to punish him.

Alsager. 1917: Bridge, Cheshire Pro-
verbs, 89, Like Auger [Alsager] wenches
—all alike,

Altar. He that serves at the altar, ought

fo live by the altar. 1732: Fuller,
No. 2294.
Altringham. 1. The mayor of Altring-

ham and the mayor of Over, the one is a
thatcher, the other a dauber. 1678: Ray,
30I. 1y90: Grose, Prov. Gloss., s.v.
“Cheshire.” 1917: Bridge, Cheshire
Proverbs, 115.

2. The mayor of Altringham lies in bed
while his breeches are mending. 1678:
Ray, 301. 1790: Grose, Prov. Gloss.,
s.v. “Cheshire.” 1818: Scott, Heart of
Midl., ch. xlv., “But, as we say in
Cheshire,” she added, ““I was like the
Mayor of Altringham, who lies a bed
while his breeches are mending, for the
girl did not bring up the right bundle
to my room, till she had brought up all
the others by mistake.” 1g917: Bridge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 116.

Always behind. See Miller (%); and
Mobberley (1).

Always complains is never pitied, He
that. 1732: Fuller, No. 2038.

Always fears danger always feels it,
He that. 1732: Fuller, No. 203g.

Always in his saddle, never on his way.
1579: Lyly, Euplutes, Pt. I. 260 (Bond),
Lyke Saint George, who is euer on horse
backe yet neuer rideth. 1630: T.
Adams, Works, 358, He is not like
S. Georges statue, euer on horse-backe,
and neuer riding. 1788: Franklin,
Auntobiog., in Works, i. 286 (Bigelow),
Heislike St. George on the signs, always
on horseback and never rides on.
1904: N. & (., 1oth ser., ii. 512, I have
on several occasions heard the proverb
** Always in his saddle, but never on his
way,” used with reference to equestrian
statues generally, especially where the
horse’s legs express movement.

Always in the lane (or figld} when you
should be in the field (or lane). c. 1701:



Always

Pegge, Derbrcrsms, 138 (ED S ), To be
1n the lane, when you should be in the
field 1883 Burne, Shropsh Folk-Lore,
589, He’s al'ays 1’ the lane when he
ought to be ¢ the leasow [meadow]
1917 Bndge, Cheshire Proverbs, 157,
Always 1n the field when you should be
1n the lane

Always taking out of the meal-tub,
and never puttmg 1n, soon comes to the
bottom 1736 Franklin, Way to Wealth,
mn Works, 1 448 (Bigelow) 1880
Spurgeon, Ploughman’s Pictures, 11,
Always taking out and never putting
back soon empties the biggest sack

Amberley I Seequot 1870 Lower,
Hist of Sussex, 1 8, The local saymng,
which makes the winter reply to
“Where do you belong ? *—** Amberley,
God help us!”, and the summer—
“ Amberley, where would you hve?”
{This hund of saying 15 current about
various other places ]

2 See quot 1884 “‘Sussex Pro-
verbs,” m N & @, 6th ser, x 341,
Amberley—God knows All among the
rooks and crows, Where the good
potatoes grows

See also Chichester (1)

Amen! Parson Penn, More rogues
than honest men 1886 Elworthy,
West Som Word-Book, 24 (EDS), A
very common saying 1s ““Amen,” etc

Amend 1 Seequot 1552 B Gil-
pin, Sermton before Edw VI, 41 (1630),
It 1s 2 proverbe lately sprung up, No
mar amendeth himselfe but every man
seeketh to amend other , and all that while
nothing 1s amended

2 Sec quot 1611 Dawies (of Here-
ford), Sc of Folly, 47, 1 Works, u
(Grosart), Some do amend when they
cannot appaire

Amendment 15 repentance 1546
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 1I ch vi, Let
your amendment amende the matter
1732 Fuller, No 789

Among friends all things are common
1477 Ruvers, Dicles and Sayngs, 35
(1877), He loued aswele to do
good to his frendes as to um self,
sayng the goodis of frendes ought to
becomyn 1568 W Fulwood, Enemie
of Idlenesse, 91 (1593), The benefites of

10 Angle

fortune are common amongst friendes
1694 Terence made English, 194, The
old proverb says, Among friends all
things are common

Amy Florence See quot 1854
Baker, Northanis Glossary, sv, Any
female loosely, untidily and tawdnly

dressed  “She 15 qumte an Amy
Florence *
Ancholme  See Witham

Anfield  Sez Tanfield
« Anger I Anger and haste hinder
good counsel 1855 Bohn, 313

2 Amnger dieth qusckly with a good

man 1670 Ray, 1 1732 Fuller,
No 796

3 Amngeredgethvalour 1639 Clarke,
178

4 Anger 15 a short madness [Ira
furor brevis est —Horace, Epist, I 1
62] Before 1225 Ancren R, 1 120,
Wreththe 15 a  wodschuipe 1477
Ruvers, Dictes and Sayings, 23 (1877),
He that can not refrayne hus ire hath
no power ourr his witte ¢ 1568
Wager, Longer thon lwest, sig Cz,
Wrath and madnesse they say be all
one ¢ 1680 L'Estrange, Seneca’s
Morals “Of Anger,” ch 1v, He was
much 1 the right whoever 1t was that
first call'd Anger, a short madness
1709 R Kingston, Apoph Curiosa, 36,
Anger 15 a short fit of madness 1855
Kungsley, West Ho!, ch xvit, Fear
{which, hike anger, 15 a short madness)

5 Anger 1s a sworn enemy 1732
Fuller, No 793

6 Anger punishes stself 1732 Fuller,
No 799

Anger a wasp  See Wasp (4)

v Angle, To 1 To angle all day, and
catch a gudgeon at mght = 1618 Breton,
n Inedsted Tracts, 190 (Hazhtt, 1868)

2 To angle with a siver (or golden)
kook 1580 Churchyard, Charge” 28
{ColLer), Although you fishe with golden
hookes 1605 Breton, Honor of Valour,
n Works,1 (Grosart}, To fish for honour
with a siluer hooke 1652 Flecknoe,
Muscellanes, 126, To exchange ones
freedome for a httle gain I count
1t fishing with a golden hooke 1725
Bailey, tr Erasmus’ Collog , 27, For the
way of fishing there 1s according to the



Angler

proverb, with a golden hook. 17354:
Berthelson, Eng.-Danish Dict., s.v.
" Angle,” To angle with a golden hook.

Angler. See quot. 1658: Franck,
North. Memoirs, 94 (1821), He’s an
early angler that angles by moonshine.

Anglesea is the mother of Wales.
1387: Trevisa, tr. Higden, ii. 39 (Rolls
Ser.), A prouerbe and an olde sawe . .
Mon moder of Wales. ¢. 1440: Anon.,
tr. Higden, ii. 39 (Rolls Ser.), Hit is
wonte to be seide prouerbially . . .
Anglesey is the moder of Wales. 1662:
Fuller, Worthies, iii. 508 (1840). 1790:
Grose, Prov. Gloss., s.v. *“ Anglesey.”

Angry. 1. Angry men make them-
selves beds of nettles.  1748: Richardson,
Clarissa, vii. 307 {1785).

2. Augry men seldow: want woe, 1732:
Fuller, No. 8oz,

3. He that cannot be angry. See
quots. 1604: Dekker, Honest Whore,
Pt. I. L. i, I have heard it often said
that he who cannot be angry is no man.
¢. 1645: MS. Proverbs in . & @., vol.
154, p. 27, Hee that cannot be angry is
a foole, but hee that will not be angry
is more foole.

4. He that is angry is not afl ease.
1633: Draxe, g. 1670: Ray, 1.

5. He that is angry without a cause,
aprst-be pleased without amends. c. 1520:

tanbridge, Vulgaria, sig. Cz, If ye be
angry with me without a cause thou
shalt be made at one w’out amendes.
1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. I1. ch. iv.
1642: Fuller, Holy State: “ Anger,” Be
not angry with any without a cause. If
thou beest, thou must not only, as the
proverb saith, be appeased without
amends . . . 1732: Fuller, No. 2277.

6. If she be angry, beshrew her angry
heart. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. 1.
ch. xi. '

See also Buckle of belt; Choleric;
Hasty man; and Wasp (1).

Another man’s child. See quots.
1670: Ray, 52, Put another man’s child
in your bosom, and he’ll creep out at
your elbow. Chesh. That is, cherish
or Jove him he'll never be naturally
affected toward you. 1732: Fuller, No.
3982 [with “sleeves” for “elbow "].
1917: Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 104.

I1

Anvil

Ancother man’s dog. He that keeps
another maw’s dog, shall have nothing
left him but the line. 1639: Clarke, 20.
1670: Ray, 81. 1710: S. Palmer,
Moral Essays on Proverbs, 275 [with
“string ” instead of ““line '].

1732 Fuller, No. 8oz.

Another’s bread costs dear.
Herbert, Jac. Prudentum.

Another’s burden, None knows the
weight of. 1670: Ray, 1. 1732: Ful-
ler, No. 3655.

Ant, 1. If ants their walls do fre-
quent build, Rain will from the clouds be
spgled. 1893: Inwards, Weather Love,
14

1640:

2. The ant had wings to do her hurt.
1620: Shelton, Quixate, Pt. II. ch. xxxiii.
169.4: D'Urfey, Quixote, Pt. I. Act IV.
sc. i.

Anthony pig. See quots, c¢. 1460:
Good Wyfe wold a pylgremage, 1. 16, And
rene [run] thou not fro hous to house
Iyke a nantyny gryce {like a St
Anthony’s pig]. 1593: Passionate
Morrice, 75 (N. Sh. S.), She followed
him at heeles like a tantinie pigge.
1606: Chapman, Gent. Usher, IV. ii.,
I have followed you up and down like
a Tantalus pig. 1700: Congreve, Way
of the World, IV. xi., Lead on, little
Tony—I'll follow thee, my Anthony,
my Tantony, sirrah, thou shalt be my
Tantony, and I'll be thy pig. 1738:
Swift, Polite Convers., Dial. 1.,. . . like
a Tantiny pig. 1762: Bickerstaffe, Love
in a Village, 1. v., To see you dangling
after me everywhere, like a tantony pig.
1836: Wilbraham, Cheshire Gloss., 2nd
ed., 112, To follow any one like a
Tantony pig. 1917: Bridge, Cheshire
Proverbs, 133, To follow one like
t’Anthony’s pig.

Anticipates. That which one most
anticipates, soonest comes to pass. {Quid
quisque vitet nunquam homini satis
Cautum est in horas.—Horace, Carm.,
II. xifi.] 1678: Ray, 71, That which
one most forehets, soonest comes to
pass.

Anvil. 1. An iron anvil should have
a hammer of feathers. 1623: Wodroephe,
| Spared Houres, 508, For a hard anveld

Another threshed what I reaped. .

-
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Any

an hammer of feathers 1666 Tor-
nano, Piazza Uwmiwv, 118, To a hard
anvil, a feather hammer 1710 S
Palmer, Moral Essays on Proverbs, 76

2z The anvil fears no blows 1666
Tornano, Prazza Ui , 718 1681 W
Robertson, Phraseol Generalis, 102, The
great anwvil doth not fear noise or

12

Ape

White Kennett, it Erasmus’ Praise of
Folly, 23 (8th ed ), Tt 15 a tnite proverb,
that An ape will be an ape, though clad
m purple 173z Fuller, No 6391, An
ape’s an ape a varlet’s a varlet, Tho’
they be clad n silk or scarlet

2 An ape 1s ne'er so hke an ape, As
when he wears a doctor’s cap 1732

stroaks 1732 Fuller,No 4305 1869 | Fuller, No 6382 1869 Spurgeon, ohn
Spurgeon, John Plough ch ~xt, | Plough ch m [ popish cape” for
The anwvil 15 not afraid of the hammer (‘ “doctor's cap’” Spurgeon gwves the

3 When sou are an anwl, hold you
still, when you are a hammer strike your |
fill 1591 Flono, Second Frules, To1 1
1696 D'Urfey, Quixote, Pt TII Act 11
sc 1 1732 Fuller, No 6075

Any, good Lord, before none 1886
R Holland, Cheshsre Gloss ,444 (ED S))
[supposed exclamation of despainng
spinster] 1917 Bndge, Cheshire Pro-
verbs, 8

Any good  He that any good would |

wan, af ks month must first begin 1639
Clarke, 136
Any port 1 a storm ¢ I7Bo

Cobb, Frst Floor, 11 11, mn Inchbald’s
Farces, v1 259 (1815), Here 15 a door
open, 1" faith—any port in a storm,
they say 1894 R L S, St Ives,
ch xxv, “Any port m a storm”’ was
the principle on which I was prepared
to act

Any road leads to the end of the
world 1852 FitzGerald, Polonmus, 86
(rgo3)

Any stick to beat a dog with See
Stack, subs (1)

Any tooth, good barber 1659
Howell, 12 1678 Ray, o1
Anything for a quiet hfe 1624 T

Heywood, Captaves, 111 m , Anythinge
for a quet lyfe 1738 Swift, Polite
Convers, Dial T 1837 Dickens, Pick-
wick, ch xbm, But anythin’ for a quiet
hfe, as the man said wen he took the
sitivation at the Lghthouse 1841
Planche, Exiraiag , u 135 (1870)
Ape, and Apes I A# ape s an ape
(ot will be an ape), though clad an purple
1539 Taverner, Proverbs, fo 21, Anape
15 an ape, although she weare badges of
golde 1563 Googe FEglogs, efc, 40

(Arber), An ape wyll euer be an ape
though purple garments hyde 168,

saying a polemical twist)
3 Anapemay chanceto sit amongst the
doctors 1732 Fuller, No 580

4 An old ape has an old eye 1605
Camden, Remasns, 317 (1870} 1653
R Brome, Damotselle, IIT 1 1738
Swaft, Polite Convers , Dial T

5 Apeandwhip See quots 1588

Mar-Prelate’s Epitome, 7 (1843), Reader
cannot chuse but have as great dehight
therem as a Jack an Apes hath mn a
whip 1639 1n Berkeley MSS, m1 33
(1885}, As proud as an ape of a whip,
viz not proudatall 1659 Howell, 12,
Iloveitasanapelovesawhipp 1703
Ward, Wrnitngs, n 358, Which every
wiseman dreads, as much as an ape does
a whip

6 Apes are mever more beasts than
when they wear men's clothes 1732
Fuller, No 807

7 Asfineas an apesn purple 1596
Hanngton, Ulysses upon Ajax, 18
(1814), Howsoever clothed like an ape
mn purple 1639 Clarke, 7

8 As free as an ape 1s of Jus lail
1670 Ray, zos

g It 35 bike nuls to an ape 1732
Fuller, No 2970

10 The ape kills her young wath kind-
ness 1580 Lyly, Enphines, 215 (Arber),
I should resemble the ape, and kall 1t by
cullyng 1t 1586 Whitney, Emblems,
188, With kindeness, lo, the ape doth
loll her whelpe 1607 Topsell, Four-
Jooted Beasts, s, She {the ape} Filleth
that which she loueth, by pressing 1t to
hard 1732 Fuller, No 4396, The ape
hugs her darling, till she kalls 1t

IX The kugher the ape goes, the wore
he shows s tad ¢ 1594 Bacon,
Promus, No 924, He doth hike the ape
that the higher he clymbes the more he



Apothecary

shows his ars. 1640: Herbert, Jac.
Prudentum. 1730: S. Palmer, Moral
Essays on Proverbs, 218. 1860: Reade,
Cloister and Hearth, ch. lii., Your speech
betrays you. ’Tis not till the ape hath
mounted the tree that she shows her
tail so plain. 1gox: F. E. Taylor, Lancs
Sayings, 20, Th’ heegher a monkey
climbs an’ th’ mooar he shows his tail.

12. To lead apes in hell. 1575:
Gascoigne, Posies, in Works, i. 430
(Cunliffe), I am afrayde my marryage
will bee marred, and I may go lead apes
in hell. 1599: Shakespeare, Much Ado,
I1.i. 16358: Cowley, Cutier of Coleman
St., I1. viii., I do not intend to die the
whining way, like a girl that's afraid
to lead apes in hell. 1738: Swift,
Polite Convers., Dial. 1., Miss, you may
say what you please; but faith you'll
never lead apesin hell. 1842: Barham,
Ing. Leg., 2nd ser., “Bloudie Jackie,”
I'm sadly afraid That she died an old
maid. . . . So they say she is now
leading apes.

13. To say an ape’s Paternoster.
1611: Cotgrave, s.v. “Barboter,” To
chatter, or didder for cold; to say an
apes Paternoster. 1846: Denham, Pro-
verbs, 4 (Percy S.), You're saying the
ape’s Paternoster [said to one whose
teeth are chattering with cold].

See also Bit (1) ; and Wise (3).

Apothecary. 1. As fit as a thump
with a stone in an apothecary’s eye.
1732: Fuller, No. 679.

2. Apothecaries world not give pills in

sugar unless they were bifter. 1670:
Ray, 2.

See also Broken (1); Proud; and
Talk (9)

Apparel makes the man. 1501

Florio, Second Irules, 113, Though
manners makes, yet apparell shapes.
1602: Shakespeare, Hamlet, 1. iii., For
the apparel oft proclaims the man.
1617: Greene, 1Works, ix. 19 (Grosart),
Thy estate may bee great, for the hood
makes not the monke, nor the apparrell
the man.

Appearances are deceitful.  1666:
Torriano, Piazza Univ., 12, Appearance
oft deceives. 1750: Smollett, Gil Blas,
iii. 7, Egad, appearances are very
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Apple

deceitful. 1880: Spurgeon, Plough-
man's Pictures, 27. 1922: A. Bennett,
Prohack, ch. xx. iii., T think there is a
proverb to the effect that appearances
are deceptive.

Apple and Apples. 1. 4 rotien apple.
See quots. 1340: Ayenbite, 203
(E.E.T.S.), A roted eppel amang pe
holen makep rotie pe yzounde yef he is
longe ther amang. c¢. 1386: Chaucer,
Cook’s Tale, 1. 42, A proverbe that seith
this same word “ Wel bet is roten appel
out of hord Than that it rotie al the
remenaunt.”

2. A wink-a-pip [imperfect] blow
Brings apples enow. 1882: Mrs. Cham-
berlain, W. Worcs. Words, 39 (E.D.S.).

3. An apple a day keeps the doctor
away. 1913: E. M. Wright, Rustic
Speech, efc., 238, Ait a happle avore
gwain to bed, An’ you'll make the
doctor beg his bread (Devon) ; or as the
more popular version runs: An apple a
day keeps the doctor away. 1921: "
F. E. Baily, in Royal Mag., Aug., p. 310.

4. An apple may happen fo be bettcr
given than eaten. c¢. 1300: Prov. of
Hending, st. 13 (ed. Berlin, 1878),
Betere is appel y-yeue then y-ete.
1732: Fuller, No. 581.

5. Apple and oyster (or lobster). See
quots. 1532: More, Works, 724 (1557),
No more lyke then an apple to an
oyster. 1565: Calfhill, Answer fo Mar-
tiall, g9 (P.S.), Which have learned
to make quidlibet ex quodhibet; an apple
of an ayster. 1594: Shakespeare, Tam.
of Shrew, IV. 1i. 1667: L’Estrange,
Quevedo’s Visions, 34 (xgo4), You are
no more like . . . than an apple’s like
an oyster. 1732: Fuller, No. 707, As
like as an apple is to a lobster.

6. Apples, eggs, and nuts, one may eat
after sluts. 1586: L. Evans, Revised
Withals Dict., sig. A7, Apples, egges and
nuttes, a man may eate thoughe they be
dressed by a slute. ¢. 1640: in Roxb.
Ballads, ii. 186 (B.S.), My wife is such a
beastly slut, Unlesse it be an egge or a
nut, I in the house dare nothing eat.
1681; W. Robertson, Phrascol. Generalis,
113. 1732: Fuller, No. 6250, An apple,
an egg, and a nut, You may cat aftera
slut. 1875: A. B. Cheales, Proverb.



Apple

Folk-Lore, 84 [as m Fuller) 1913 Folk-
Lore, xxav_ 76 [Oxfordsh ], You can eat
apples and nuts, after any sluts

7 Apples, pears, and nuls spoil the
vorce 1659 Howell, Proverbs Ital-
Eng,15 1678 Ray, 41

8 Eat an apple on going to bed, And

) yow'll keep the doctor from earmng hs

bread  Pembrokeshire and Cornwall
1866 N & Q, 3rd ser, 1x 153

9 How we apples swwm
Clarke, 32 1678 Ray, 253
FitzGerald, Polonus, 51 (1903)

10 If apples bloom wn March, etc
1883 N &Q,6thser, v 447, In East
Sussex the rustics have the following
thyme anent the bloomung If apples
bloom 1n March In vamn for um you'll
sarch, If apples bloom 1 Apnl, Why,
then they’ll be plentiful, If apples
bloom n May, You may eat ‘um night
and day

11 If good apples you would have, etc
1883 N & Q, 6th ser, v 496, In
South Devon the people say If good
apples you would have, The leayes must
be mn the grave,1e the trees should be
planted after the fall of the leaf

12 To give an apple where there's an
orchard 1e coals to Newcastle 1821
Clare, Rural L1fe, 114 Old Fortune, like
sly Farmer Dapple, Where there’s an
orchard, fings an apple 1854 Baler,
Northants Glossary s v “Orchard,” Giv-
1ng an apple where there’s an orchard
1883 Bume, Shropsh Folk-Lore, 590,
Those whohave an orchard shallhave an
apple sent them, And those who have a
horse shall have another lent them

13 Won with an apple and lost with
a nut, or vice versa 1546 Heywood,
Proverbs, Pt I ch x, She 1s lost with
an apple, and woon with a nut 1573
G Harvey, Letter-Book, 121 (Camden
§), Woone with a napple and loste with
a nutt 1630 Tinker of Turvey, 73
(Hallwell), Manan, thinkmng she had
lost her lover with a nut, sent hum a
present of apples to wmnne him againe
1732 Fuller, No 2201, He that 1s won
with a nut, may be lost with an apple

See also Egg (8), Michaelmas (1)
St Swathin (2), Small choice, and Two
apples

1639
1852
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Apple-cart, To upset one’s [y 7o
& dpotav éveordow —Lucran, Pseudol, 32
Plaustrum perculit — Plautus, Efud,
sg92] 1854 E A Andrews, Lafin-Eng
Lex, sv “Plaustrum,” I have upset
my apple cart! Iam done for! 1880
Courtney, W Cornwall Words, 18
(EDS), In Cornwall “Down with
your dresser,” or, “Over goes your
apple-cart 1928 Heslop, Northumb
Words, 16 (L D S), “That’s upset his
apple-cart for im, sa_think,”—that
has completely stopped his project
1926 Church Times, 8 Jan, p 40,col 4,
Should he attempt to do anythmg
which 1n their opinion might upset the
ecclesiastical apple-cart

Appleby See quot 1690 New Duct
Canting Crew, sig Gy, “Who has any
lands 1n Appleby? " a question asht the
man at whose door the glass stands long

April 1 A cold April the barn will
fill 1659 Howell, Proverbs Span-
Eng , 21, A cold Apnl, much bread, and
httle wine 1732 Fuller, No 6356
1882 Mrs Chamberlam, W Wores
Words, 37 (EDS)

2 A dry April Not the farmer's will
Aprid wet Is what he would get 1893
Inwards, Weather Lore, 22

3. A flood 1n April, a flood 1n May,
And a flood to take away the hay 1917
Bnidge, Cheshire Proverbs, 162

4 A raggy {frosty] April an’ a groo
[cold, raw] May, Gars eydent [prudent]
Jarmers etlle out therr hay 1899
Diclanson, Cumberland Gloss , 112

5 Asharp April kalls the pig 1893
Inwards, Weather Lore, 23

6 After o wet Aprid a dry June
Ibd, 24

7 An April cing 1s good for nothing
Somerset 1678 Ray,345 1846 Den-
ham, Proverbs, 43 (Percy S}

8 An Apnl flood carnes away the
frog and her brood 1639 Clarke, 307
1744 Claridge, i Mills’ Essay on
Weather, 101 (1773) 1893 Inwards,
Weather Lore, 22

9 April and May the keys of the year
1659 Howell, vazrbs S;un{EngJ: 21
1732 Fuller, No 809, Apnl and May
are the key of all ‘the year 1893
Inwards, Weather Lore, 23



April

10. April cold and wet fills barn and
barrel. 1893: Inwards, Weather Lore,
23.
II. April comes in with his hack and
his bill, And sets a flower on every hill.
1846: Denham, Proverbs, 41 (Percy S.).
1879: Henderson, Folk-Lore of N.
Counties, g5 (F.L.S.).

12. April rains for men [corn], May
Jor beasis [grass]. 1893: Inwards, Wea-
ther Lore, 24.

13. April showers bring May flowers.
¢. 1560: in Wright, Songs, etc., Philip
and Mary, 213 (Roxb. Cl.), When
Aprell sylver showers so sweet Can
make May flowers to sprynge. 1580:
Tusser, Husbandrie, 103 (E.D.S),
Sweete April showers, Doo spring Maie
flowers. 16x1: Barry, Ram-Aley, V.,
I'l show you how April showers bring
May flowers. 1732: Fuller, No. 6126.
192%1: Sphere, 14 May, p. 152, Ii there
was anybody left to believe in the
saying that ““ April showers bring forth
May flowers™ . . .

14. April snow breeds grass.
Inwards, Weather Lore, 23.

15. April wears a white hat. Ibid., 23.

16. April weather, Rain and sunshine,
both together. 1bid., 23.

17. Betwixt April and May if there be
rain, 'Tis worth nwre than oxen and
wain. Ibid., 23.

18. Hets like an April shower. 1639:
in Berkeley MSS., iil. 26 (x885), [Of an
unconstant man] Hee’s like an Aprill
shoure, that wets the stone nine times
(Glos.).

1g. If the first three days, efc. 1861:
N. & Q., 2nd ser., xii. 303, “If the first
three days in April be foggy, there will
be a flood in June,” said a Huntingdon-
shire woman the other day. 912!
R. L. Gales, Studies in Arcady, 2nd ser.,
105, Fogs in April, floods in June.

20. Moist April, clear June. 1893:
Inwards, Weather Lore, 24.

21. On the third day of April come in
the cuckoo and the nightingale. 1732:
Fuller, No. 6136. 1846: Denham, Pro-
verbs, 41 (Percy S.).

22. Snow in April is manure; snow in
March devours. 1893: Inwards, Wea-
ther Lore, 23.

-~
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I5 Arm

23. The first day of April, you may
send a_fool whither you will. 1732:
Fuller, No. 6135. 1846: Denham, Pro-
verbs, 41 (Percy S.), On the first of
April hunt the gowke another mile.

24. Thunderstorm in April is the end
of hoar-frost. 1893: Inwards, Weather
Lore, 24.

25. Till April’'s dead Change not a
thread. 1bid., 23.

26. When April blows his hiorn [thun-
derl, It's good for hay and corn. 1670:
Ray, 41. 1744: Claridge, in Mills'
Essay on Weather, 100 (1773). 1882:
N. & Q., 6th ser., v. 327.

See also Cherry (3); Cuckoo; Dove’s
Flood; Frosty winter; January (14);
March (6), (13), (21), (24), (27), (34),
(39), and {47} ; and Potatoes {z).

Apron-strings. See quot. 1678: Ray,
226, To hold by the apron-strings, i.e. in
right of his wife.

Apt to promise is apt to forget, A man.
1732: Fuller, No. 271.

Archer is not known by his arrows,
but his aim, A good. Ibid., No. 135.

Architect of one’s own fortune. See -
Every man is the architect.

Arden, He is the black bear of. 1662:
Fuller, Worthies, iii. 270 (1840). 1790:

Grose, Prov. Gloss., s.v. “Warwick-
shire,” . . . Gay Beauchamp, Earl of
Warwick, was so called. . . . This say-
ing was used to express that the person
. . . so denominated, was really an
object of terror.

Argus at home, but a mole abroad.
1732: Fuller, No. 58z2. 1813: Ray, 78.

Arm. 1. Dow’t stretch thy aim farther .
than thy sleeve will reach. 1541: Cover-
dale, Christ. State Matrimony, sig. 13,
Strech out thine arme no farther then
thy sleue wyll retche. 1349: Latimer,
Seven Sermons, s5r (Arber). 1683:
Meriton, Yorkshire Ale, 83—7 {1697).
1817: Scott, Rob Roy, ch. xxii., “ Nick,”
said he, “mnever put out your arm
farther than ye can draw it easily back
again.” 1xgox: F. E. Taylor, Lancs
Sayings, 9, Never put thi arm eawt furr
nor thi sleeve’ll cover.

2. He's arm ¢ link wi’ him. 1917:
Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 69, . . . Very
familiar.
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Armour

Armour 1s hght at table
Herbert, Jac Prudentum

Army " Seequot 1911 Hachwood,
Good Cheer, 313, * An army marches on
1ts stomach,” says the old proverb

Arowt thee, witch ¢ 1605 Shake-
speare, Lear, III 1v 1606 Shake-
speare, Macheth, I m 1670 Ray,
Coll of Eng Words,sv “Ryntye,” By
your leave, stand handsomely, as Ryn!
you wich, quoth Besse Locket to her
mother — Proverb — Chesture 1816
Scott, Anfiguary, ch v1, The Antiquary
interposed  ‘Aroimnt thee witch !wouldst
thou poison my guests with thy infernal
decoctions? '~ 1834 W Toone, Glos-
sary, sv ‘Aromnt” 1917 Bndge,
Chestare Proverbs, 106 [In both Toone
and Bridge with the “Bessie Locket ™

1640

additron ]

Arrow 1 He makes arrows of all
sorts of wood 1732 Fuller, No
10983

2 The arrow often hils the shooter
Before 1500 Hill, Commonplace-Book,
129 (EETS), Often times the arow
hitteth the shoter 1709 R Kingston,
Apopk Curiosa, 15, Like arrous shot
agamnst Heaven, fall upon therr own
heads

3 Thss arrow cometh never oul of
fhine ouwn bow Before 1500 Hill,
Commonplace-Book, 1290 (EETS) '

Att 1 Art hath no enemy but sgnor-
ance 1644 Taylor (Water-Poet), “To
John Booker " 5, 1n Works, 2nd coll
(Spens S, 1873)

2 Art smproves nature 1587 Under-
downe, Heltodorus, bk 1w p g4 (TT),
Arte can breake nature 1732 Fuller,
No 814, Art helps nature, and ex-
penence art 1827 Hone, Ev Day
Book, 1 310 “Art improves nature,’
1s an old proverb which our forefathers
adopted wnthout reflection

3 Art s long, Dfe skort (6 plos
Bpaxes n 8¢ réxry parph —Hippocrates, Aph
1 Inde 1lla maxim medicorum excla-
matio est, “vitam brevem esse, longam
artem "—Seneca De Brevit Vit ,c 1]c
1380 Chaucer, Parl of Foules, 1 1, The
lyf so short, the craft so long to lerne
1630 Brathwait, Eng Gent, efc, 74
(1641), Art 1s long, hfe short, Expen-
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ence decerving 1710 S Palmer, Moral
Essays on Proverbs, 380 1850 Dickens,
Chuzzlewnt,ch v 1912 Lucas, London
Lav, ch xx, And then there's not
time Lafe 1s short you know, Art
can be too lon;

4 Art must be deluded by art 1583
Melbancke, Philotinus, ssig G1, It1sa
chiefe pomnt of art to dissemble art
1637 Breton, in Works, u k11 (Gro-
sart), I haue heard schollers say, that
1t 18 art to conceale art 1732 Tuller,

No 815
Artful fellow  See Devil (1)
Arthur, King I Arthur could not

tame a woman's tongue
Proverbs Brit-Eng, 23

2 Arthur nas not but whilst he was
1659 Howell, Proverbs Brst-Eng, 35,
Arthur himself had but hus trme 1662
Fuller, Worthies, m 519 (1840), “Bu
Arthur ond tra fu” That 1s, “ Arthur
was not, but whilst he was” 1790
Grose, Prov Gloss, sv “Cardigan-
shire,” spoken of a great farmly
reduced to mndigence

1659 Howell,

* 3 King Arthur did not wiolate the

refuge of & woman 166z Fuller,
Worthies, m 519 (1840), By the
woman's refuge, many understand her
tongue 1790 Grose, Prov Gloss,sv
“ Cardiganshire
Artist lives everywhere, An 1560
Becon, Catechism, 355 (P S ), According
to this common proverb Artem quanis
ierra alit, that 1s to say, “ A man having
an occupation, shall be able to Iive
wheresoever he become 1725 Bar-
ley, tr Erasmus’ Collog , 238, But you
know the old proverb, a Man of Art
will lLwe anywhere 1823 D'Israch,
Cur of Lat, 2nd ser, 1 429 (1824),
Nero rephied fo his censurers by
the Greek proverb, “An artist lives
every where
Arundel Seequot 1894 A J C
Hare, Sussex, 221, A proverb says—
Stce Willlam rose and Harold fell,
There have been Earls of Arundel, And
Earls old Arundel shall have While
nvers flow and forests wave See also
Chichester (1)
ever water wet 1591 Hanngton,
07l Furioso, bk xv1 st 15, Vnchast



As

and false, as ever water wet.
Good as ever.

As far. 1. I Jave seen as far come as
nigh. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. 1.
ch.xi. ¢.1594: Bacon, Promus,No. 638.

2. I’ve been as far south, as ye've been
north. A Wooler saying. 1846-59:
Denham Tracts, i 26 (F.L.S.).

As good a man. See Homest (g)
and (10).

As good as. See Good.

As good beat your heels against the
ground. 1639 Clarke, 154.

As good do it at first, as at last. 1503:
G. Harvey, Pierces Superer., in Works,
ii. 247 (Grosart). 1632: Jonson, Mag-
netic Lady, V. vi., Well, you must have
it; As good at first as last.

As good do nothing as to no purpose,
1732: Fuller, No. 684.

As good lost as found.
den, Remains, 316 (1870).

As good never a whit.
whit,

As good undone. See Undone (I).

As good water. See Mill (1).

As long as I am riche reputed, With
solem vyce I am saluted; But wealthe
away once woorne, Not one wyll say
good morne. I6th cent.: in Relig.
Antique, i. 207 (x841).

As much need on’t, as he hath of the
pip, or of a cough. 1670: Ray, 187.

As please the painter. c¢. I504:
Bacon, Promus, Nos. 159 and 1396.
16go: New Dict. Canting Crew, sig. 12,

What pleases the painter, when any
representation in the productions of
his or any art is unaccountable, and
so is to be resolv’d purely into the good
pleasure of the artist. 1737: Ray, 61,
As it pleases the painter.

As the goodman saith, so say we; But
as the goodwife saith, so it must be,
1639: in Berkeley MSS., iii. 33 (1885)
[with “so it should be " instead of “so
say we ’]. 1670: Ray, 51 [with “good
woman”’ instead of “goodwife "].
1732: Fuller, No. 6408. 1875: A. B.
Cheales, Proverb. Folk-Lore, 7.

Ascension Day. 1. 4s the weather on
Ascension Day, so may be the entire
autumn. 1893: Inwards, Weather Lore,

41.

See also

1605: Cam-

See Never a

17 Ask

2. Seequot. 1669: New Help to Dis-
course, 284, If it rain upon Ascension
Day . . . it doth betoken scarcity of
all kinde of food for cattel, but being
fair it signifieth plenty.

Ash. 1. Burn ash-wood green, 'Tis
fire for a queen; Burn ash-wood sear,
"Twill make a man swear. 1851: Bor-
row, Lawvengro, iii. 334, That makes
good the old rhyme . . . “Ash, when
green, is fire for a queen.” 1884: H.
Friend, Flowers and Flower Lore, 219.

2. If the ash is out before the oak, You
may expect a thorough soak; If the oak 1s
out before the ash, You'll hardly get a
single splash. c. 1870: Smith, Isle of
Wight Words, 6z (E.D.S.) [slightly
varied from the foregoing]. 1893:
Inwards, Weather Lore, I51.

3. Oak, smoke [summer hot): Ash,
squash [summer wet]. 1893: Inwards,
Weather Lore, 151.

4. When the ash is out before the oak,
Then we may expect a choke [drought];
When the oak is out before the ash, Then
we may expect a splash. Shropshire.
Ibid, 151.

It will be noted that 4 is the precise
reverse of 2. There are variants of
both z and 4 which may be found
in Inwards.

See also Oak (3).

Ashford. See quots. 1735: Pegge,
Kentish Proverbs, in E.D.S., No. 1z,
p- 67, Naughty Ashford, surly Wye,
Poor Kennington hard by. 18g9: J. W.
Ebsworth, in Roxb. Ballads, viii. 640
(B.S.), Proud is Ashford, surly is Wye;
Lousy Kennington stands hard by.

Ashton. See quot. 186g: Haxzlitt,
320, Proud Ashton, poor people, ten
bells and an old crack’t steeple.

Ash Wednesday. 1. As Ash Wednes-
day, so the fasting time. 1893: Inwards,
Weather Lore, 40.

2. Wherever the wind lies on Ash
Wednesday, 1t contimues during the
whole of Lenf. 1830: Forby, Vocabd.
E. Anglia, 414. 1893: Inwards, Weather
Lore, 40.

Ask, 1. Ask but enough, and you may
lower the price as you Iist. 1813:Ray, 2.

2. Ask much to have a little. c. 1582:
G.Harvey, Marginalia, 191 (1913), Craue



Aspen

and haue 1640 Herbert, Jac Pru-
dentum

3 Ask my fellow whether I be a thief
1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 1I ch v
1630 T Adams, Works, 316, This 15
somewhat to the prouerbe, Aske the
sons if the father be a theefe 1692
L’Estrange, Esop, 355 (3rd ed), Ask
my brotherif I'ma thief 1732 Fuller,
No 817

4 Ask the mother 1f the child be like
Fus father 1732 Fuller, No 818

5 Ask the seller +f hs ware be bad
1666 Tornano, Piazza Unw, 73, Ask
mune host whether he have good wmne
1732 Fuller, No 819 1774 C Dib-
din The Quaker, 11 n1, Ask the vintner
1f the wine be good

6 He that asketh a courtesy promuseth
a kindness 1732 Tuller, No 2041

5 He that asketh fantly beggeth a
demial  Ibhid , No 2042

8 He that cannot ask canmot hve
1633 Draxe, 20 1639 Clarke, 41

See also Ax

Aspen leaf 1 To itremble like an
aspen leaf ¢ 1374 Chaucer, Troylus,
m 1200, Right as an aspes leef she gan
to quake 1449 J Metham, Works,
61 (EETS), Than euyn as an espys
lef doth schake Ayens the wynd, ryght
so than dyd he, Dyd gqwake for fere
1567 Golding, Oud, m 46, Stoode
trembling kike an aspen leafe ¢ 1591
Shakespeare, Tsfus Andr 11 v 1675
C Cotton, Burl upon Burlesque, 247
{1765), But like an aspen-leaf I shook
1740 Rachardson, Pawmela, 228 (1883),
She came wto bed, but trembled hke an
aspen-leaf 1780 Walpole, Letters, vi
376 (Cunmingham), Lord Mansfield
quivered on the wool-sack like an aspen
1828 Scott, Farr Maid, ch =xxxu
1920 A A Mine, Second Plays, 186
(1921), T was shaking lLike an aspen

eal

2z When the aspen leaves are no bigger
than your nail, Is the tyme to look out for
truff and peel 1850 N & @, 1st ser,
n 511

Ass and Asses 1 A dull ass near
home mneeds no spur 1732 Fuller,
No 83
2 Am ass 1s but an ass, though laden

Ass

with gold 1660 Howell, Parly of
Beasts, 17, The asse often times carries
gold on his back, yet feeds on thistles
1666 Tornano, Pazza Umv, 15, An
asse, though loaded with gold, eats
but nettles and thistles 173z Fuller,
No 585

3 An ass 1s the gravest beast, the oul
the gravest bird 1732 Fuller, No 586
1886 Swainson Folh-Lore of British
Birds, 125 (FLS)

4 Am assladen with gold  See quots
1620 Shelton, Quixote, Pt II ch xxxv,
The usual proverbs are ““An ass laden
with gold will go lightly uphll”
1630 T Adams, Works, 863, Philip was
wont to say, that an asse laden with
golde would enter the gates of any
atie 1631 Mabbe, Celestina, 72 (T T ),
There 1s not any place so high, where-
unto an asse laden with gold will not
get up 1645 Howell, Letlers, bk 1
§ u ch 1x, There's no fence or fortress
agamnst an ass laden with gold 1732
Fuller, No 587, An ass laden with
gold overtakes every thing Ibd,
No 588, An ass loaded with gold
chmbs to the top of a castle

5 An ass must be tied where the
gasler will have him 1732 Fuller,

o

6 An ass pricked must needs trot
1629 Book of Meery Ruddles, Prov 58

7 An ass uas never cut out for a
lap-dog 1732 Fuller, No 592

8 As proud as an ass of a new pack-
saddle 1823 Scott, Q¢ Durward,
ch xxvu

g Asses die and wolies bury them
1732 Fuller, No 821

10 Betler ride an ass that carries me,
than a horse thatl throws me 1633
Draxe, 223 1732 Fuller, No gz0
1880 Spurgeon, Ploughman's Pictures,
35 1929 Times, 17 Jan,p 9, col 1

I1 Beller strwve with an il ass, than
carry the wood one's self 1732 Fuller,
No 930

12 Did yosu ever hear an ass Play on a
Iute? 1556 G Colvile, tr Boethiys, 18
(1897), Art thou no more 2pt to vnder-
stand them then an asse to play on the
harpe® 173z Fuller,No 1282 1781
T Franckln, Lucian’s Works, u 109,



Ass

What, indeed, as the proverb says, has
the ass to do with a lyre?

13. Every ass loves to hear himself
bray. 1732: Fuller, No. 1404.

14. Every ass thinks himself worthy to
stand with the king’s horses. 1639:
Clarke, 254. 1670: Ray, 58. 1732:
Fuller, No. 1405.

15. Hark! I hear the asses bray; We
shall have some rain to-day. Rutland.
1893: Inwards, Weather Lore, 127.

16. He that makes himself an ass,
must not take 1t ill if men ride him.
1732: Fuller, No. 2232. 1869: Spur-
geon, Joln Ploughman, ch. iv., We may
make ourselves asses, and then every-
body will ride us.

17. It is good to hold the ass by the
bridle, and a scoffing foole by his wits
end. 1647: Countrym. New Common-
wealth, 32. 1651: Herbert, Jac. Pru-
dentum, 2nd ed. [the first half of the
saying only].

18, Jest with an ass, and he will flap
you in the face with his tail. 1855:
Bohn, 436.

19. Never went out an ass and came
home horse. 1732: Fuller, No. 2668, If
an ass goes a travelling, he'll not come
home an horse, 1852: FitzGerald,
Polonmsus, 48 (1903).

20. Put not an embroidered crupper on
an ass. 1732: Fuller, No. 3984.

21. The ass brays when he pleases.
Ibid., No. 4399.

22. The ass that brays most eats least.
1611: Cotgrave, s.v. ‘““Asne.” 1670:
Ray, 3. 1732: Fuller, No. 82z.

23. 'Tis a sorry ass that will not bear
his own burden. 1659: Howell, 4.

24. 'Tistimelo cock your hay and corn,
When the old donkey blows his horn.
1836: Farmer's Mag., vol. iv. pt I,
p. 447. 1893: Inwards, Weather Lore,
127.

Zas. To a rude ass a rude keeper.
1623: Wodroephe, Spared Houres, 475.

26. What good can it do an ass to be
called a lion? 1432: Fuller, No. 5490.

27. What, would you have an ass chop
logic? 1bid., No. 5527.

28. When an ass climbetl a ladder,
you may find wisdom in women. Ibid.,
No. 5546.
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29. Where-ever an ass falleth, there
will he never fall again. 1bid., No. 5643.

30. Who drives an ass, and leads a
whore, hath pain and sorrow evermore,
1639: Clarke, 259. 1670: Ray, s52.
1687: Poor Robin Almanac, July.
1730: Bailey, Dict., s.v. ““ Ass.”

3I. You will make me believe that an
ass’s ears are made of horns. 1639
Howell, 8.

See also All men; Beat, verb (3);
Honey (8) ; Horse (51) and (75) ; Lawyer
(9) ; and One mule.

Ass’s head, To wash the. 1578:
Florio, First Fruites, fo. 34, Who
washeth an asses head loseth both
labour and sope. 1593: G. Harvey,
Works, i. 276 (Grosart), I .. . take
small pleasure in washing the asses
head. 1660: Howell, Parly of Beasts,
28, The old proverb . . . He who
washeth an asse’s head doth lose both
time and sope. 1732: Fuller, No. 5193,
To lather an asse’s head, is but spoiling
of soap.

Assail who will, the valiant attends.
1640: Herbert, Jac. Prudentum.

Assfordby Bridge. He lias gone over
Assfordby Bridge backwards. Spoken of
one that is past learning. 1678: Ray,
317. 1790: Grose, Prov. Gloss., s.v.
“Leicestershire.”” 188x: Evans, Leics.
Words, etc., 299 (E.D.S.), . In
modern usage [the saying] is applied
to one who “sets the cart before the
horse,” in word or deed.

Astrology is true, but the astrologers
cannot find it. 1640: Herbert, Jac.
Prudentuin.

Atheist is got one point beyond the
devil, An. 1732: Fuller, No. 3503.
1875: A. B. Cheales, Proverb. Folk-
Lore, 124.

Attorney, See Bawds; and Lawyer.

Auger. Seec Alsager.

August. 1. As August so the next
February.  1893: Inwards, Weather
Lore, 32.

2. Dry August and warm Doth harvest
no harm. 1732: Fuller, No. 6209.
1893: Inwards, Weather Lore, 32.

3. If the first week in August s
wunusually warm, the winter will be
white and long. 1893: Inwards, 33



Autumn

4 If the twenty-fourth of August be
Jfarr and clear, Then hope for a prosperous
autumn that year 1732 Fuller, No
6470 1893 Inwards, 33

5 None wn August should over the
land, In December none over the sea
1893 Inwards, 32

& So many August fogs, so many
winter musis  Ibid, 32

See also Cuckoo (8), (11) and (12},
March (15), Merry be the first, July (6)
and (10), and Thstle (2)

Autumn I Clear auiumn, windy
wanter, Warm autumn, long winler
1893 Inwards, 8

2 Of fatr things the autumn s farr
1640 Herbert, Jac Prudentum

See also Ascension Day (1), August
(4), Blossom, 5t Bartholomew (2), and
Spring (7)

Autumnal agues are long or mortal
1640 Herbert, Jac Prudentum

Avance See Covetousness

Avoidance s the only remedy
¢ 1380 Chaucer, Munor Poems, m
Works, 1 340 {Sheat), Theschewing 1s
only the remedye Before 154z Sir
T Wyatt Song “From these e
hilles,” The first eschue 1s remedy alone

Aw makes Dundraw 1639 Clarke,
93 1670 Ray, 58 1881 Evans,
Lescs Words, etc, 95 (ED §), Au, au!
an exclamation to horses to bid them
turn to the left or near side “Aw
makes Dun draw " 1s a punning proverb
quoted by Ray

Away the mare Before 1529 Skel-
ton, Magnyfycence, 1 1342, Nowe then
goo we hens, away the mare! ¢ 1550
m Yazuts, Early Pop Poetry, m 62
(1866), Of no man he had no care, But
sung, hey howe, awaye the mare, And
madeloyeynough 1611 Ravenscroft,
Melismata, No 6, Heigh ho, away the
mare, Let vs set aside all care

20 Aylsham

Awls, To pack up one’s 1681 W
Robertson, Phraseol Generalis, 971, To
pack up hisawls, Colligere vasa 1694
Motteux, Rabelats, Prol to bk v, The
enemy, who were already packing up
therr awls 1762  Bickerstaffe,
Love 1n a Village, II m, So pack up
youralls, and be trudging away 1849
F T Dinsdale, leesdale Gloss, 5, To
pack up his awls, is spoken of a person
departing m haste 1881 Evans, Lescs
Words, elc , 229 (E D S ), Whenever the
employer gave a worhman s sack, 1t
was an obvious hint to hum to pack up
s "alls ” and be off

Ax near, sell dear 18831 N & Q,
6th ser, m 326 [A Lincolnshire J P]
well versed in rural matters, repeated a
short time ago in my heanng thms
proverb ‘ Ax near sell dear”” That
15, if you have corn, cattle, or other
matters to sell, you are more hikely to
get their full market value if you do not
ask toomuch 1889 Peacock, Manley,
etc, Gloss, 366 (ED S}

Axe after the helve ~ Sez Throw (7)

Axe goes to the wood where it bor-
rowed its helve, The 1732 Fuller,

No 4401

Axle-tree A preity fellow to make an
axle-tree for an oven ~ Cheshwre 1670
Ray, 162 1732 Yuller, No 362
1917 Bndge, Cheshire Proverbs, 5

Axwell Park  See quot 184650
Denham Tracts, 1 gt (FLS), From
Axwell Park to Shotley, A squirrel
could leap from tree to tree [Axwell
Park 15 m the township of Winlaton
and pansh of Ryton, Durham ]

Ay be as merry as be can, For love
ne’re delights mn a sorrowful man
1678 Ray, 55

Aylsham treat 18go P H Emer-
son, Wald Life, 108 n, An Aylsham
treat 1s treat yourself



B. 1.7To know not B from a battledore.
1565: J. Hall, Hist. Expostulation, 16
(Percy S.), He . . . knewe not a letter,
orab from a bateldore. 1593: Harvey,
Works, ii. 208 (Grosart), The learnedest
of them could not say ... B to a
battledore. 1630: Taylor (Water-Poet),
Works, pagin. 2, 59, To the Gentlemen
Readers, that vnderstand A. B. from a
battledore. 1681: Robertson, Phraseol.
Generalis, 757, He is as ignorant, he
knows not a B from a battle-door.

2. To know not B from a bull’s foot.
140x: in Wright, Pol. Poems, ii. 57
(Rolls Ser., 1861), I know not . . .a b
from a bole foot. 1800: Colman Jr.,
Review, 11 ii., Fie upon youl—not to
know a B from a bull’s foot. 1886:
Elworthy, West Som. Word-Book, 36
(E.D.S.), The common description of a
dolt or ignoramus is . . . he does not
know B from a bull’s foot. Cf. A (2).

Babies in the eyes, To look. 1618:
B. & F., Loyal Subject, I11. ii., Can ye
look babies, sisters, In the young
gallants’ eyes? ¢. 1685: 1n Roxb.
Ballads, vii. 445 (B.S.), 'Tis the babes
in thine eyes that set my poor heart
all on fire. 1709: T. Baker, Fine
Lady’s Airs, 1. i., Sweeten her again
with ogling smiles, look babies in her
eyes.

Bachelor and Bachelors.
bachelor makes a jealous husband.
Bohn, 292.

2. Bachelor's fare: bread and cheese
and kisses. 1738:Swift, Polite Convers ,
Dial. 1.

3. Bachelors’ wives and maids’ chil-
dren be well taught. 1546: Heywood,
Proverbs, Pt. I1. ch. vi. 1549: Latimer,
Seven Sermons, 138 (Arber), The maydes
chylde is euer best taughte. 1637:
Breton, in Works, ii. 1 18 (Grosart),
For bachelors wiues, and maidens chil-

dren are pretty things to play withall.
1738: Swift, Polite Convers., Dial. 1.
1761: Colman, Jealous Wife, IV. i,
What a pity it is that nobody knows
how to manage a wife, but a batchelor.

1. A lewd
1855:

21 Bad

1920: Sphere, 30 March, p. 316, col. 1,
But then there is a saying, “ Old maids’
children and bachelors’ wives are
always perfection.”

4. We bachelors grin, but you married
men laugh till your hearts ache. 1670°
Ray, 48. 1732: Fuller, No 5433.

Back and edge=entirely, completely.
1639: Clarke, 26, Sticke to him back
and edge. 1866: Brogden, Lincs Words,
17, He stuck up for me back-and-edge.
1899: Dickinson, Cumberland Gloss., 0.
Cf. Fall, verb (1).

Backdoor robs the house, The. 1732:
Fuller, No. 4402. 1854: J. W. Warter,
Last of the Old Sguires, 53. See also
Fair, adj. (9); and cf. Postern door.

Back is broad enough, His. 1639:
Clarke, 86, His back’s broad enough to
beare jests. 1670: Ray, 163. 1738:
Swift, Polite Convers., Dial. 1., I suppose
you think my back’s broad enough to
bear everything.

Back may trust but belly won't.
1855: Robinson, Whithy Gloss.,, 8,
. . . dress may be deferred, but hunger
cannot.

Back with that leg. 1678: Ray, 65.

Backare! quoth Mortimer to his sow.
1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. 1. ch. xi.
¢. 1550: Udall, Roister Doister, 1. ii.
1594 : Shakespeare, Tam. of Shrew, I1. 1.,
Let us, that are poor petitioners, speak
too: Baccare! you are marvellous for-
ward. 1659: Howell, 20.

Backing., He's allus backing i’ th'
breech bent [breechband]. 1917: Bridge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 69, . . . Said of one

who is not very “go-ahead,” or
energetic. )
Bacon. Where you think there is

bacon, there is 1o chimney. 1640: Her-
bert, Jac. Prudenfum. See also Save.

Bad as Jeffreys. 1863: Wise, New
Forest, ch. xvi., “As bad as Jefireys”
preserves, as throughout the West of
England, the memory of one who,
instead of being the judge, should have
been the hangman.

Bad as Swath Hoome. Staffs. 1889:



Bad

Folk-Lore Journal, v 294, As bad as
Swath Hoome [Hulme], who was two
hours getting his shurt on, and then he
didna do 1t nght

Bad bargan 1685 Menton, York-
shire Ale, 66, It’s an 1ll made bargamn,
where beath parties rue 1732 Fuller,
No 2839, It 15 a bad bargam, where
both are losers

Bad broom {slovenly servant] leaves a
dirty room, A 1917 Brnidge, Cheshire
Proverbs, 1

Bad bush  See Bush (1}

Bad cause that none dare speak n, It
1sa 1639 Clarke, 199 1670 Ray, 4
1732 Fuller, No 2840

Bad choice where the whole stock 15
bad, There’sbut 1732 Fuller, No 4889

Bad cloth that will take no colonr, It
isa 1546 Heywood, Proverbs Pt 11
c¢h 1x 1592 Lyly, Gallathea, IV 1
1670 Ray,71 1732 Fuller, No 2841

Bad cook  See Il cook

Bad custom A bad custom 1s like a
good cake, better broken than kept 1611
Cotgrave, s v “Gasteau” 1670 Ray,
76 1732 Fuller, No 832, Bad cus-
toms are better broke than kept up

Bad day I A bad day has a good
wmght 1893 Inwards, Weather Lore, 43

2 It 1s never a bed day that hath a
good might 1639 1n Berkeley MSS,
m 32 (1885}, Hee never hath a bad day
that hath a good mght 1670 Ray, 6

Bad excuse (or shift} s better than

none, A ¢ 1550 Udall, Roister Dous-
ter, V. u 1579 Gosson, Sck of Abuse,
42 (Arber) 1599 Porter, Two Angry

Women, m Old Plays vn 360 (Hazlitt),
A bad shift 15 better than none at all
169z L'Estrange, Lsop, 112 (3rd ed ),
And at the worst, a bad shift 1s better
than none 1732 Fuller, No 4

Bad for a worse, To changea 1678
Bunyan, Pigr Progress, Pt 1 p 56
{2849), Thou hast done i this according
to the proverb, changed a Bad for a
Worse

Bad for the nder

Bad gudes may soon muslead
Clarke, 1

Bad 1s a bad servant, but worse being
withont um 1659 Howell, Proterbs
Bnt-Eng,3

See Worse (4)
1639
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Bad 1s the best 1564 Bulletn, Dia-
logue, 77 (EETS) 1579 Spenser,
Sheph  Calendar, Sept, 1 117, Bad
15 the best (this English 1s flat) 1606
Day, Ile of Gulls, II v , Badd’s the best
¢ 1630 B & F, Bloody Brother, IV 1t
1753 Richardson, Grandison, m 110
(1883), Bad 1smy best 1852 Planche,
Extravag , v 228 (1879), I've no doubt
bad enough she’ll prove at best  1go5
H A Evans, H and B tn Oxfordsh and
Cotswolds, 218, The reader will exclaim
that bad 1s the best

Bad Jack may have as bad a Jull, A
1754 Berthelson, Eng-Damsh Dict,
sv “Jack,” There1s not so bad a jack
but there1s as bad a.

Bad lease  He never hath a bad lease,
that hath a good landlord  Glos 1639
m Berkeley MSS , m 32 (1885)

Bad luck often brings good luck
1732 Fuller, No 834

Bad luck top end 1917 Bndge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 2g [Of one not very
bright mentally ]

Bad market  He that cannot abide a
bad market, deserves not a good one
1678 Ray, 173 1732 Fuller, No 2058

Bad news  See Ill news

Bad padlock invites a picklock, A
1732 Fuller, No 2

Bad paymaster

From a bad pay-
master gel what you can

1855 Bohn,

59

Bad ploughman beats the boy, A
1917 Bndge, Cheshire Proverbs, 1 Cf
11 wortkman

Bad priests bring the devil into the
church 1732 Fuller, No 835

Bad sack  See IIf sack,

Bad shearer never had a good sickle, A
1846 Denham, Proverbs, 50 (Percy S)

Bad stake  See IIl stake

Bad thing never dies, A
Fuller, No 3

Bad to do evil, but worse to boast of st,
Itis 1606 T Heywood If you know
not me Pt 11, 1n Dram Works,1 275
(x874)

Bad wintering will tame both man and

1732

beast 1846 Denham, Froverbs, 6
(Percy S) Cf Wedding
Bad words find bad acceptance 1611

Cotgrave, s v *'Meschant



Bad

Bad words make a woman worse.
1659: Howell, Proverbs: Brit.-Eng., 8.

Bad workman. See Ill workman.

Badger. Se¢ Brock ; Greasy ; Grizzling;
and Grey.

Badger-like, one leg shorter than
another. 1659: Howell, 20.

Bag [meal] and pump [water] don’t
pay like bag and milk. 1877: E. Leigh,
Cheshire Gloss., 11. 1886: R. Holland,
Cheshire Gloss., 447 (E.D.S)). 1917:
Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 29.

Bag=sack. 1. The bag mouth was
open. 1877: E. Leigh, Cheshire Gloss.,
11, “The bag mouth was open” is a
Cheshire expression to show that every-
thing that was unknown has become
public. 1917: Bridge, Cheshire Pro-
verbs, I1I1.

2. To give the bag=originally, to go
off, or abandon a thing or person.
Later, to dismiss—see 1883 quot.
1576: Common Condifions, in Brandl’s
Quellen, 599, This tinkerly trade, wee
giue it the bagge. 1592: Greene, Quip,
in Works, xi. 263 (Grosart), Lighte
witted vpon euery small occasion to
geue your maister the bagge. 1607:
Dekker and Webster, Westward Hoe,
IV.ii., I fear our oars have given us the
bag. 1823: Scott, Peveril, ch. vii., She
gave me the bag to hold, and was
smuggling in a corner with a rich old
Puritan. 1883: A. Easther, Almond-
bury Gloss., 7 (E.D.S.), “To give the
bag,” which is to dismiss; or “to get
the bag,” i.e. to be dismissed.

Bagpipe. He's like a bag-pipe, he
never talks till his belly be full. 1623:
Wodroephe, Spared Houres, 249, Sir,
I am like vnto the bagpipes of Bolonia,
which can not blow vnlesse they be
full of wind. 1678: Ray, 291. I732:
Fuller, No. 2459.

Bagshot. The sayings in the two
following quotations are clearly akin.
1575: R. Lancham, Lefter, in Capt. Cox,
31 (B.S.), Hee . . . can talk az much
without book, az ony inholder betwixt
Brainford [Brentford] and Bagshot.
1670: Ray, 205, As good as any between
Bagshot and Baw-waw. There's but
the breadth of a street between these
two.
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Bait hides the hook, The,
Fuller, No. 4403.

Bake. As one bakes so one may brew
(or eat). Cf. Brew, verb (1). [Tute hoc
intristi; tibi omne est exedendum.—
Terence, Phormio, I1. ii. 4.] 1548: Hall,
Chronicle, 431 (1809), Such breade as
they bake, suche muste they eate.
1577: Misogonus, I11. i., As thou bakst,
so shat [shalt] brewe. 1664: Pepys,
Diary, 15 August, But I will have no
more to do with her, let her brew as
she has baked. 1775: Garrick, May-
Day, sc. ii., As they bake they shall
brew, Old Nick and his crew. 1840:
Barham, Ing. Legends: “'St. Odille.”
1849: C. Bronté, Shirley, ch. xxi.,
“What would Moore have done if
nobody had helped him? " asked
Shirley. “Drunk as he’d brewed—
eaten as he'd baked.” 1909: De Mor-
gan, Never can Happen Again, ch. v.,
“As they bake, so they will brew,”
philosophized Mr. Challis to himself.

Baker. 1. Be not a baker if your head
be of butter. 1640: Herbert, jac. Pru-
dentwm. 1732: Fuller, No. 1321, Don’t
turn baker, if your head be made of
butter.

2. He should be a baker by his bow-legs.
1607: Dekker and Webster, Westfward
Hoe, II. ii., Will women’s tongues, like
bakers’ legs, never go straight! 1678:
Ray, g1.

3. Quoth the baker to the pillory. See
quots. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. I1.
ch. ii., We be new kneet, And so late
met, that I feare we parte not yeet,
Quoth the baker to the pylorie. 1659:
Howell, 7, Ile take no leave of you,
quoth the baker to the pillory.

Baker's wife. See quot. 1598: Ser-
vingman's Comfort, in Inedited Tracts,
166 (Hazlitt), Mee thinkes he myght
remember the olde saying: A bakers
wyfe may byte of a bunne, a brewers
wyfe may drinke of a tunne, and a
fysh-mongers wyfe may feede of a
cunger, but a seruingmans wyfe may
starue for hunger.

Balance distinguisheth not between
gold and lead, The. 1640: Herbert,
Jac. Prudention. 1670: Ray, 2.

Bald. 1. A bald head is soon shaven.

1732:



Bale
¢ 1450 1 Relg Antgue,1 75 (1841),

A bare berd wyl sone be shave 1678
Ray, g6 1732 Fuller, No 836
2 Asbald as a bladder of lard 1886

Elworthy, West Som_Word-Book, 41
(EDS) 1894 R S, St Ives,
¢h xv, His head as bald as a bladder
of lard 1901 Raymond, Idler Out of
Doors, 219

3 As bald as a coof ¢ I200
Treatise of Waller de Biblesworth, m
Wright’s Early Vocab , 1 163, A balled
coote 1412-20 Lydgate, Troy-Book,
bk 1 1 4673 He was balld as a cote
1566 Adhngton, tr Apulews, bk v,
Older than my father, more bald than
acoot 1604 Breton,m Works,n k13
(Grosart), And left her [head] as bare
as a balde coote ¢ 1770 Hall-
Stevenson, 1n Works, 1 238 (1795), As
bare as a coot 1881 Evans, Lewcs
Words, etc, 128 (EDS) “As bald as
acoot’ 15acommon stmile for baldness

4 You'll not believe he s bald sl you
see Jus brawns 1580 Lyly, Euphues
267 (Arber), As ncredulous as those
who thinke none balde, till they see his

braynes 1670 Ray, 163 1732 Ful-
ler, No 6032
Bale See Boot

Balks of good ground, Make not
1605 Camden, Remains, 328 (1870)
1670 Ray,58 1732 Fuller, No 3316,
Make no bauths in good ground 1846
Denham, Proverbs, 6 (Percy S), Make
not a balk of good ground

Ball 1 Ballonthebat 1893 G L
Gower, Gloss of Surrey Words, 4
(EDS), (Surrey witness log] “Hed a
mmnd to mahe me the ball on the bat
between him and the pohce

2 Tostrike the ball under the ine=To
fall 1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 1
ch x1, Thou hast stnken the ball vnder
the lyne 1634 S Rowley, Noble
Soldter, 11 u, She has been strucke
under Line, master souldier 1907
Hackwood, Old Enghsh Sports, 151,
Hence [at tenms} came the old proverb,
*Thou hast stricken the ball under the
line,” meamng onc had failed 1n his

urpose

Baltic. See Drunk as the Baltic,

Bambroughsture Laird  See quot

2

Bapchild

1846~59 Denham Tracts,1 258 (FLS),
He ndes like a Bambroughshire Laird
That 15, with one spur, and a stick or
whip 1n his oppostte hand

Banbury 't As thin as Banbury
theese 1562 Heywood, Epgr, 6th
hundred, No 24, I neuer saw Banbery
cheese thicke cnough 1575 G Har-
vey, Lefter-Book, 91 (Camden S ), More
fine then any Banberry cheese 1600
Shahespeare, Merry Wives, 1 1, Bar-
dolph ~ [to Slender] You Banbury
cheese! 1664 Bp Gnffith Willlams,
Sad Condn of the Clergy in Ossory, 26,
Our lands and glebes are clipped and
pared to become as thm as Banbury
cheese 1790 Grose, Prov Gloss, sv
** Oxfordshire,” Banbury cheese 1911
Hackwood, Good Cheer, 214, A local
saying was of summlar sigmficance—" As
thin as a Banbury cheese, nothing but
paring "’

2 Banbury ale, a lhalfyard pot
1658 Wit Restor'd, 159 ¢ 1660 m
Roxb Ballads, n 130 (BS), Banbury-
ale, a two-yard pot

3 Banbury zeal, cheese and cakes
1596 Harington, Anat of Metam Ajax,
Iy, O that I were at Oxenford to eate
some Banberte cakes 166z Fuller
Worthies, m 3 (1840), Banbury zeal,
cheese, and cakes 1790 Grose, Prov
Gloss, sv ‘'Oxfordshire,” Banbury
veal [query muspnnt for ° zeal”s],
cheese and cakes

4 ILske Banbury tinkers, that n
mending one hole tmake three 1647
Miles Corbet, Speech, 1n Harl Mascell
1 274, The malignants do compare
this commonwealth to an old kettle
with here and there a fault or hole, a
crack or flaw i 1t, and that we (in
imitation of our worthy brethren of
Banbury} were mstructed to mend the
said lLettle, but, like deceitful and
cheating knaves, we have, mstead of
stoppmg one hole, made them three or
four score 1790 Grose, Prov Gloss,
sv ‘ Oxfordshire ” Cf Tinker (3)

Banquets every day, never makes a

good meal, He that 173z Fuller,
No 2043
Bapchild  See quot 1735 Pegge,

Kent Proverbs,mED S, No 12,p 67,



Bar

If you'd live a little while, Go to Bap-
child; If you’d live long, Go to Tenham
or Tong.

Bar light law, 'Tis sure to blaw.
1891: R. P. Chope, Hartland Dialect,
2o (E.D.S)).

Barber and Barbers. 1. Barbers are
correctors of capital crimes.  1659:
Howell, 11.

2. Barbers learn to shave by shaving
fools. 1631: Cotgrave, s.v. “Fol,” By
shaving a foole one learnes to shave.
1654 : Whitlock, Zootomia, 46, The fools
beard teacheth the young barber his
trade. 1792: Wolcot, Works, ii. 446
(1795), Accept a proverb out of Wis-
dom’s schools—'‘Barbers first learn to
shave by shaving fools| "’

3. Common as a barber's chair, or,
Like a barber’s chair fil for every one.
1579: Gosson, Apol. of Schoole of Abuse,
66 (Arber), Venus . . . that made her
self as common as a barbar’s chayre.
¢. 1508 Shakespeare, All’s Well, I1. ii.,
It is like a barber’s chair, that fits all
buttocks. 1651: Burton, Melancholy,
IIL iv. 1, 3, p. 688 (x836), Venus, a
notorious strumpet, as common as a
barber’s chair. 1732: Fuller, No. 3218,
Like a barber’s chair, fit for every one.
1825: Hone, Ev. Day Book, 1. 1269, In a
newspaper report . . . 1825, a person
deposing against the prisoner, used the
phrase, “as common as a barber’s
chair.”

4. No barber shaves so close but another
finds work. 1640: Herbert, jac. Pru-
dentum. 1732: Fuller, No. 3737, One
barber shaves not so close but another
finds work. 1869: Spurgeon, John
Ploughman, ch, xxii.

Bardney, Lincs. See quot. I905:
N. & Q., 1oth ser., iii. 145, “I see you
come from Bardney ' is said to a person
who has the habit of leaving doors open
when he could shut them.

Bardon Hill. See quot. 1894: Leics.
N. & @., iii. 160, When Bardon Hill has
a cap, Hay and grass will suffer for
that.

Bare as a bird’s tail. c. 1470 Man-
kind, 1. 475, Yt [his purse] ys as clene as
a byrdes ars. 1528: Sir T. More, in
Works, p. 238, col. I (1557), And some-
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tyme as bare as a byrdes arse. 1661:
Stevenson, Twelve Moneths, 35, Bare as
birds britch. 1709: Ward, Account of
Clubs, 209 (1756). 1889: Peacock,
Manley, efc., Gloss., zqg (E.D.S.), Bare
as a bo’ds [bird’s] tail. ~Said of a person
who has lost everything which he
possessed.

Bare as a bone. ¢. 1460: Erthe upon
Erthe, 22 (E.E.T.S.), As bare as any bon.
Bare as January. See January (0).

Bare as Job. Cf.Pooras Job. 1530:
Palsgrave, 620, I shall make hym as
bare as ever was Job. 1542: Udall, tr,
Erasmus’ Apoph., 236 (1877), Hauing
been afore in soch wyse pilled, and left
as bare as Job. 1633: Draxe, 137.

Bare as my nail. See Naked as my
nail,

Bare as the back of my hand. 1678:
Ray, 281. 1880: Spurgeon, Plough-
man’s Pictures, 21.

Bare as the birch at Yule even., 1822:
Scott, Nigel, ch. xxi., His gentle beg-
garly kindred . . . keep him as bare as
a birch at Christmas. 1823: Scott,
Q. Durward, ch. vi,, It is ill going to
Oliver empty-handed, and I am as bare
as the birch in December. 1846: Den-
ham, Proverbs, 63 (Percy S.).

Bare as the Bishop of Chester. A
sarcastic allusion to the wealth of the
bishopric. ¢. 1470: in Relig. Antique,
i. 85 (2841), I wolde I were as bare as
the beschope of Chester. 1917: Bridge,
Cheshire Proverbs, g.

Bate foot is better than none, A.
1611: Cotgrave, s.v. “Nud.” 1694:
D’'Urfey, Quixote, Pt. 1. Act 1. sc. i,
Better a bare foot than no foot at all.
1748: Richardson, Clarisse, i, III
(x785), And hence a third proverb . . .
Better a bare foot than none at all.

Bare legs, Four. See Marriage (9).

Bare of a suit. Se¢ Lie, verb (1).

Bare walls make giddy housewives.
1605: Camden, Remains, 319 (1870).
1670: Ray, 59. 1723: Defoe, Col. Jack,
ch. x., But, as we say, barc walls make
giddy hussies. 1732: Fuller, No. ,839,
Bare walls make gadding housewives.

Bare words are no good bargain.
1639: Clarke, 85. 1669: Politenphuia,
183, Bare words are no lawful bargain.



Bare

Bare words buy no barley 1732
Fuller, No 838

Barefoot and Barefooted  See Thorn

Bargain 1 A bargain 1s a bargain
1560 Wilson, Rhetorique, 34 (1909),
Restmg vpon this pont, that a bar-
game 1s a bargaimne, and must stande

wathout all exception 159z Lyly,
Mother Bombte, 111 m 1692 L’Es-
trange, Esop, 328 (3rd ed)} 1721
C Cibber, Refusal, 111 1860 Reade,

Cloister and Hearth ch xxxvi, How-
ever *tis 11l luck to go bach upon
a bargain 1891 Q-Couch, Noughts
and Crosses, 77

2 The bargan 1s il made where
nesther party gasns ¢ 1597 A Doug-
las, quotedin N & @, roth ser, u 23,
There 1s a proverb that says, the bar-
gamn 15 11l made where nerther of the
parties doth gamn 1732z Fuller, No
2878, It 15 a silly bargam, where no

body gets

See also Bare words

Batk, verb 1 To bark agawnst the
moon 1401 1 T Wrght, Polstical

Poems, n 53 (Rolls Ser, 1861), But
thou, as blynde Bayarde, berhest at the
mone 1530 Palsgrave, 443, This
dogge barketh agaynste the moone
1629 Davenant, Albovine, V, Thou
bark’st against the moon! 1655 Hey-
wood and Rowley, Fortune by Land and
Sea, I 1, We should 1n that but bark
agamst the moon 1736 Bailey, Dict,
sv ‘“Bark,” To bark at the moon

2z To bark false 1639 Clarke, 2,
He never barkes false

Bark, subs His (or her) bark s
worse than his for her) bate TCams
timuidus vehementius Jatrat quam mor-
det —Quintus Curtius, De rebus gestss
Alexandrs Magns, vn 14] 1655 Ful-
ler, Church History, bk vt § u (22),
Because politicly presumed to bark the
more that he mught bite theless 1860
Reade, Closster and Hearik, ¢h Ixwi,
The weakness of her nerves would have
balanced the violence of her passions,
and her bark been worse than her bite
1912 Pimnero, ¢ Mind the Paint™ Gurl,
Act1I,p 8

Bark and tree See quots The
saymg 15 usually apphed as i last
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quotation 1546 Heywood, Proverbs,
Pt II ch n, Butit were a foly for mee,
To put my hande betweene the barke
and thetree 1580 Tusser, Husbandrie,
22(EDS) 1642 D Rogers, Naaman,
sig Cc1, Bemng so audacious as to go
between barke and tree, breeding sus-
prtions betweene man and wife
1714 Ozell, Moliére, 11 185, Cicero
says, that between the tree and the
finger you must not put the nnd
1820 Scott, Abbot, ch 1v, Is 1t for me
to stir up strfe betwixt them, and put
as 'twere my finger betwixt the bark
and the tree? 1901 F E Taylor,
Lancs Saywmgs, 8, It’s il meddln'
between th’ bark an’ th’ tree (It 15
unwise to mterfere between man and
wife} Cf Oak

Bark and wood  Between the bark and
the wood 1847 Hallwell, Dict, sv
“Bark,” A well adjusted bargaim, where
neither party has the advantage
Suffolk 1866 ] G Nall, Great Yar~
mouth, efc , 510 [as m Halliwell]

Bark-year See quot 1863 Wise,
New Forest, ch xv1, Forest proverbs

such as “A good bark-year
makes a good wheat-year ”’

Barker's knee See Stiff

Barking dogs  Se¢ Dog (2)

Barley I Barley makes the heape, but
wheat the cheape “Glos 1639 Berke-
ley MSS, m 32 (1885}

2 Sow barley indree and wheat 1n pul
[mud] 1865 Hunt, Pop Romances IV
of England, 436 (1896)

See also Cotswold '(2), Cuckoo (3),
Good elm, Oak (8), October (1), St
David (3}, St lohn {4}, St Vius {2},
and Wheat (6)

Batley-corn 1s better than a diamond
toacock, A 1732 Fuller, No 7

Barley-corn 1s the heart’s key, The
1659 Howell, Proverbs Brit -Eng, §

Barley-corn  See also John Barley-
comn

Barley-straw's good fodder when the
cow gives water 1678 Ray, 51

Barn 1 DBetter a barn filled than a
bed 1716 Ward, Female Polsey, 82
1732 Fuller, No 858

2 When the barn 1s full, you may
thresh before the door ‘1637 ~ Howell

Barn




Barnaby

Letters, Bk. II. No. xxiv., When the
barn was full any one might thrash in
the haggard. 1732: Fuller, No. 5570.
1846: Denham, Proverbs, 5 (Percy S.).

3. You have a barn for all grain.
1732: Fuller, No. 5910.

Barnaby bright, the longest day and

- shortest night. 1659: Howell, zo. 1672:
Westm. Drollery, Pt. 11., p. 100 (Ebs-
worth), It was in June, and ’twas on
Bamaby Bright too, A time when the
days are long, and nights are short,
1732: Fuller, No. 6206. 1g01: N. & Q.,
gth ser., vii. 445, The old saying as
preserved in this part of England
[Hants] is Barnaby bright, All day and
no night.

Barnard Castle. 1. A coward! a
coward! o’ Barney Castle, Dare na come
out to fight a battle! 1846-59: Denliam
Tracts, 1. g8 (F.L.S.}. ¢. 1860: Long-
staffe, Richmondshire, 132. 1913: E. M.
Wright, Rustic Speech, efc., 183 [after
quoting the saying], In all probability
this refers to the holding of Barnard
Castle by Sir George Bowes during the
Rising of the North in 1569.

2. Barney Cassel the last place that
God made. 1846-59: Denham Iracts,
i. 83 (F.L.S.). c¢. 1860: Longstaffe,
Richmondshire, 132.

3. Come! come! tha!’s Barney Castle!
1846-59: Denham Tracts, i. 83 (F.L.S.).

. an expression often uttered when
a person is heard making a bad excuse
in a still worse cause.

4. See quot. Ibid.,i. 81, [He] carries
his coals round by Richmond to sell at
Barnard Castle. This saying is peculiar
to the central and mid-southern por-
tions of the county of Durham. It is
spoken of a person who is guilty of a
circumlocutory act.

See also Lartington.

Barnstaple Fair weather = Cold and
wet weather. 1893: Daily Graphic, 21
April (W.), Throughout all this period
—and particularly in September—what
Devonians out of their experience call
“ Barnstaple fair weather " is to prevail

in England.

*  Barnwell ague, A=Venereal disease.

1678: Ray, 88. 1790: Grose, Prov.

Gloss., s.v. ‘' Cambridgeshire.”
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Barometer, 1. First rise after low
Foretells stronger blow. 1893: Inwards,
Weather Lore, 123.

2. When the glass falls low, Prepare
for a blow; When it rises high, Let all
your kites fly. Nautical. Ibid.

Barrel the better herring, Never a=
Not a pin to choose between them
¢. 1540: Bale, Kynge Johan, in Manby's
Spec. of Pre-Shaksp. Drama, i. 591
(xgo3), Lyke lorde, lyke chaplayne;
neyther barrell better herynge. 1566:
Gascoigne, Supposes, IV. vi. 1633:
Jonson, Tale of @ Tub, 11, One bad,
there’s ne’er a good; And not a barrel
the better herring among you. 1736.
Fielding, Pasquin, I11.,, Nor like our
misses, about bribing quarrel, When
better herring is in mneither barrel.
1826: Scott, Woodsfock, ch. xxx., After
bestowing a mental curse both on
Sectaries and Presbyterians, as being,
in his opinion, never a barrel the better
herring. 1852: FitzGerald, Polonius,
51 (1903).

Barren places. See quot. 1630:
Holland, tr. Camden’s Britannia, 69z,
And haue proved the saying to bee
true, That barrain places give a good
edge to industry.

Barsen’s miller, always behind, Like.
1920: J. H. Bloom, in N. & Q., 12th ser.,
vii. 67. [Said to have been heard in
‘Warwickshire within the last ten years.]

Bartholomew baby, Dressed like a.
1670: Brooks, Works, vi. 51 {x867) (O.),
Men . . . were dressed up like fan-
tastical antics, and women like Bartho-
lomew - babies. 1790: Grose, Prov.
Gloss., s.v. “London.”

Barton, etc. See quot. 1869: Hazlitt,
8o, Barton under Needwood, Dunstall
in the Dale; Sitenhill for a pretty girl,
and Burton for good ale.

Bashful. 1. As bashful as a Lentel
lover. 1846: Denham, Proverbs, 32
(Percy S.). ]

2. His bashful mind hinders his good
infent. 1737, Ray, 5I.

Bashfulness is an enemy to poverty.
1670: Ray, 2.

Basket, You shall have the.
ton. 1678: Ray, 344.

Basket-Justice will do Justice, right or

Taun-



)

Basket

wrong, A An momcal saymg—see
1860 quot 1678 Ray, 74, A basket
Justice, a jyll Justice, a good forenocon
Justice He'll do Justice mght or
wrong 173z Fullr No 8 1860
Wynter, Curtos Cruiliz, 493 (O}, The
basket-justices were so called because
they allowed themselves to be bought
over by presents of game
Basket of chips  See Srmile, verb (1)

Bastard brood 1s always proud 1736
Bailey, Dict, sv * Bastard ”
Bate me an ace, quoth Bolton 1571

Edwards, Damon, efc 1 Hazhtt, Old
Plays,1v 77 1578 Whetstone, Promos
and Cassandra, sig E3 1651 Ran-
dolph, Hey for Homesty, II v 1681
W Robertson, Phraseol Generalis, 213
1732 Fuller, No 845

Bath, The beggars of 1662 Fuller,
Worthies, m 92 (1840) 1790 Grose,
Prov Gloss, sv “Somerset ”

Bathing  See May, F (26)

Bats in the belfry =0f unsound mind
1926 Phullpotts, Peacock House, 219,
His father’s sister had bats 1n the beliry
and was put away

Battersea Go to Bailersea fo be cut
Sfor the ssmples 1785 Grose, Dict of
Vulgar Tongue, sv " Simples ” 1790
Grose, Prov Gloss, sv “Surrey”
1847 Hallwell, Dict, sv “Simples "
1925 J G Taylor, Our Lady of Bater-
sey, 93, [Sunples, or medicinal herbs,
were cultivated at B] Hence was
denved the now forgotten proverb,
addressed to one not overburdened
with wits, “You must go to Battersea

to get your simples cut!™ Cf Cut,
verd (10)
Battle, Sussex. See quot 1894

A J C Hare, Sussex, 103, The capture
mn 1377 of John de Canloes, Prior of
Lewes, on Rottingdean Hill, by the
French, gave nise to the proverb, *“Ware
the Abbot of Battel, when the Prior of
Lewes 1s taken prisoner,” meanmng when
one man falls into trouble, hus neygh-
bours had better beware

Bawds and attorneys are like andirons,
the one holds the wood, the other thetr
clients t1l they consume 1659 Howell

10
Bawtry The saddler of Bawiry was
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hanged for leaving lus hyuor behund fam
1790 Grose, Prov Gloss, sv ‘‘York-
shire ” 1878 Folk-Lore Record, 1 172,
There 1s a Yorhshire saymg applied to
a man who quits hus fnends too early at
a convivial meeting, that “He will be
hanged for leaving lis liquor, like the
saddler of Bawtry " See also Hang,
verb (7)

Bayard 1 As bold as blind Bayard
¢ 1350 Cleanness,1 886,104l Poems,
64 (E E TS), Thay blustered as blynde
as bayard watzever ¢ 1386 Chaucer,
Canon's Yeoman's Tale, 1 860, Ye been
as bolde as 1s Bayard the blinde
1412~20 Lydgate, Iroy-Book, bk 1
1 4731, But ben as bolde as Baiard 1s,
the blynde ¢ 1475 Caxton, Hist of
Troy, Prol, And began boldly to run
forth as blind Bayard 1575 Apprus,
efc, mn Hazlhtt, Old Plays, v 118, As
bold as blind bayard, as wise as a wood-
cock 1681 W Robertson, Phraseol
Generalts, 270, Who so bold as bhnd
Bayard? 1825 Scott, Talisman, ch
xvn, I am no blind Bayard, to take 2
leap 1n the dark

2 Bayard bites on the bridle
Andelay, Poems, 15 (Percy S)

3 Bayard of fen toes” 1597 Dis-
couerse of Kmights of the Poste, sig A3,
As T trauelled upon my well
approued hacney (old Bayard ‘of ten
toes) [travelled afoot] 1616 Breton,
Good and Badde, 35 (O ), The walke of
the wofull and s Horse, Bayard of
ten-toes 1866 Brogden, Lincs Words,
20, Bayard-of-ten-toes To walk on foot,
a man dong horses’ work

4 To hkeep Bayard in the stable
¢ 1400 Beryn, 1 3183 (EETS), fiul
trewe 1s that byword, “a man to serues-
abill, Ledith offt beyard {Bayard} from
hus owne stabill’” 1546 Heywood,
Proverbs, Pt 1 ¢h <, To haue kept
Bayard 1n the stable 1605 Camden,
Remains, 327 (1870) 1639 Clarhe,278

Bayton-bargh  See Brayton-bargh

Be as be may 1s no banning ¢ 1475
Mankind sc u st 86, Be as be may,
T xall do a-nother 1546 Heywood,
Proverbs, Pt 11 ch 1 1502 Lyly,
Mother Bombre, II n, Well, bee as bee
may s no banning 1670 Ray, 59

£ 1426



Be

Be as you would seem to be. 1640:
Herbert, Jac. Prudentum, Be what thou
wouldst seem to be. 1732: Fuller,
No. 849.

Be it better, be it worse, do after him
that beareth the purse. Before 1500:
R. Hill, Commonplace - Book, 130
(EE.T.S.). ¢ 1600: T. Deloney, Thos.
of Reading, ch. 8, in Works, 244 (Mann),
For it is an old prouerbe, Be it better,
or be it worse, Please you the man that
beares the purse. 1642: D. Rogers,
Matrim. Honour, 85, And as the proverb
saith, Be it better or worse, we must be
ruled by him that beares the purse.
1732: Fuller, No. 6387, Be it better, be
it worse, Be ruled by him that bears the
purse, 1817: Scott, Rob Roy, ch. xxvii.
[as in 1732, with “has " for “bears "’].

Beacon Hill, near Halifax, Yorks.
See quot. 1855: N. & (., 1st ser., xi.
223, You might as well try to bore a
hole through Beacon Hill. 1878: Folk-
Lore Record, i. 174.

Beads about the neck and the devil in
the heart. 1639: Howell, Proverbs:
Span.-Eng., 15, Beads about his neck,
and the devilin hisbody. 1732: Fuller,
No. 944.

Bean and Beans.
1s betier than a comfit in prison.
Ray, 15. 1732: Fuller, No. g.

2. A good year of kidney beans, a good
year of hops. 1882: Mrs, Chamberlain,
W. Worcs. Words, 38 (E.D.S.).

3. Every bean hath its black. 1639:
Clarke, 2r11. 1709: O. Dykes, Eng.
Proverbs, 103. 1754: Berthelson, Eng.-
Danish Dict., s.v. “Bean.” 1817: Scott,
Rob Roy, ch. xxxviii.,, Ye hae had your
ain time o’t, Mr. Syddall; but ilka bean
has its black. 1878: Folk-Lore Record,
i. 166, Which is equivalent to every
bean hath its black.

4. Like a bean in a monk’s hood.
1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. I1. ch. vi,,
Like a beane in a moonkis hood. 1611:
Cotgrave, s.v. ““Febve.” )

5. Plant the bean when the moon 1s
light; Plant potatoes when the snoon s
dark. 1893: Inwards, TWeather Lore, 154.

6. Sow beans in the mud and they'll
grow like wood. 1639: Clarke, 307.
1647: Fuller, Good Thoughts in Worse

1. A bean in Liberly
1670:

29 Bear

Times, 112 (1830), His answer was
returned me in their country rhyme:
Sow beans in the mud, And they’ll
come up like a wood. 1732: Fuller,
No. 6143. 1893: Inwards, Weather
Lore, 154.

7. Sow (or set) beans in Candlemas
waddle, i.e. the wane of the moon.
Somerset. 1678: Ray, 343.

8. The bigger eateth the bean. 1525:
Wydow Edyth: Mery Gestes, 8qg (1864),
And yet alway I stand in great doubt,
Least that the bigger wyll eate the
been. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. II.
ch. v. 1611: Davies (of Hereford), Sc.
of Folly, 45, in Works, ii. (Grosart),
Euer the bigger eateth the beane.

9. The more beans the fewer for a
penny. Glos. 1639: Berkeley MSS.,
1i. 31 (1885).

T0. To know how many beans make
five. 1612: Shelton, Quixote, Pt. I.
bk. iv. ch. v., As though I know not
how many numbers are five. 1830:
Galt, Lawrie Todd, I1. i. 42 (1849) (0.),
Few men who better knew how many
blue beans it takes to make five. 1889:
Daily News, 4 Nov., p. 6, col. 5, It is as
fsiimple as how many blue beans make
ve.

11. See quot. 1905: E. G, Hayden,
Travels round our Village, 75, “ When
parson ’gins the Bible, 'tis time to sow
the beans ”’—thus runs the ancient
proverb. ({Genesisi.is read on Septua-
gesima Sunday.]

See also Blue (6); Elm-leaves; May,
F. (4); Pea (2) and (4); St. David (3);
and St. Valentine (2).

Bean-belly Leicestershire. See Lei-
cestershire,
Bear and Bears, subs. 1. Are you

1592: Lyly,

there with your bears?
1642: Howell,

Mother Bombe, I1. iii.

Forreine Trauell, 20 (Arber). 1740:
North, Examen, 2zz0. 1822: Scott,

Nigel, ch. xxxii. “Ay, man, arc you
there with your bears? " said the King.
2. As handsomely as a bear picketh
muscles. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt.
I1. ch. v. oo
3. If it were a bear it would bife him
(or you). 1633: Draxe, 4. 1690: New
Dict. Canting Crew, sig. By, If it had



Bear-Garden

been 2 bear it would have it you
1738 Swft, Polite Convers , Dial 1

4 Lske a bear with a sore head  See
Cross, ady (1)

5 One thing thanketh the bear, but
another thinkeih s leader ¢ 1374
Chaucer, Troylus, bk 1v,1 1453

6 The bear wants a tail and cannot be
a lion 1662 Fuller, Worthies, m 271
(1840) 1790 Grose, Prov Gloss, sv
“ Warwichshire

7 To _go hke a bear to the stake
¢ 1430 Lydgate, Churl and Bird, st 19,
To goo at large but as a bere at a stake
To passe s boundes but yf he leue
take 1591 Florio, Second Frutes, 89,
I am as loath to goe to 1t, as a beare 15
to goe to the stake 1642 D Rogers,
Naaman, sig Ds, If he goes, yet it 15 as
a beare to the stake 1722 Defoe,
Moll Flanders 1n Works, ut 42 (Bohn),
It was easy to see I should go to church
hke a bear to the stahe 1823 Scott,
Q Durward, ch xxa1, Pavillon and his
lientenant faced their fate ke
bears bound to a stake

8 To sell the bear's skan  See Sell

9 You dare as well take a bear by the

tooth 1601 Dent, Pathw Heauen, 62
(0), To take the beare by the
tooth 1639 Clarke, 209 16go New

Dict Canting Crew, sig B4, As good
take a bear by the tooth, [spoken] of a
bold desperate undertaking 1732
Fuller, No 5895

See also Cross, ady (1), Danaing bear,
Guts, Iron nails, King (8), Like a young
bear, and Mastiff (3)

Bear-garden, To talk. 1678 Ray, 66,
He speaks Bear-garden 1698 Collter,
Short View, 232, This 1s brave Bear-
Garden language! 1707 Ward, Lon-
don Terrefilius, No 111 p 29, He’s as
great a master of 1l language as ever
was bred at a Bear-Garden 1732
Fuller, No 2033, He talks mn the Bear-
Garden tongue

Bear-prie  He that hath eaten a bear-
pre, will aliways smell of the garden, 1e
the Bear-garden 1659 Howell, 18
1670 Ray, 216

Bear, verb 1 Bear wealth, poverly
wsll bear stself 1853 Trench, Proverbs,
84 (zg05)
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2 Bear with el and expect good
1640 Herbert, Jac Prudentum 1670
Ray, 8 1732 Fuller, No 945

3 Bear with me and I'll bear with thee
1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt II
ch vt 1639 Clarke, 63

4 He bears musery best that Judes 1t
most ¢ 1590 G Harvey, Marginalia,
05 (1913), He beanth his musery best
that hydeth 1t most 1732 Fuller,
No 1810

5 I bear ham on my back 1639
Clarke, 303, I bore hum all the while on
my back 1670 Ray, 164

6 Tobearthebell ¢ 1374 Chaucer,
Troylus, bk m 1 198, And Iat see which
of yow shal bere the belle To speke of
lovea-nght! 1468 Coventry Mysieres,
161 (Sh S), Of bewte and of boldnes
I bere evermore the belle Before
1529 Shelton, 1n Works, 1 127 (Dyce),
Of all prowde knauys thow beryst the
belle 1575 Gascogne, Glasse of Gott,
III v1, So vices brag, but vertue beares
the bell 1633 Herbert, Temple
‘ Church Porch,” st xxxu, In clothes,
cheap handsomenesse doth bear the bell
1713 Gay, Wife of Bath, IV 1,
Appearance, Sir, bears away the bell,
almost i everything 181z Combe,
Syntax  Picturesgue Tour, can xix,
That e'en her merchants bore the bell
In eating and mn drinking well 1912
Lucas, London Lav, ¢h m, But for
human features the capuchin
bears away the bell

See also Born

Beard 1 The beard wnll (or will not)
pay for the shanng 1830 Forby,
Vocab L Angha, 431, The beard will
pay for the shaving 18759 G F
Jackson, Skropsh Word-Book, 28, “ The
beard won't pay for the shaving*’ 1s a
proverbial saying analogous to the
French—Le seu ne vaut pas la chandelle
1883 Burne, Shropsh Folk-Lore, 590
[will not pay] 1917 Bridge, Cheshire
Proverbs, 111 [will not pay]

2 'Tis not the beard that makes the
Pphilosopher 1732 Fuller, No 5102

Beast 1 Belter a beast sold than
bought 1659 Howell, Procerbs Bri -
Eng, 16

2 The beast that goes always never



Beast

wanis blows.
dentum.

Beast of many heads.
headed beast.

Beat. 1. Beat a bush and stavi a
thief. 1622: Drayton, Polyol., xxiii.,
Where if you beat a bush, ’tis odds you
start a thief. 1662: Fuller, Worffiies,
1. 194 (2840). 1790: Grose, Prov.
Gloss., s.v. “Bucks.”

2. Better to be beaten than be in bad
compaiy. 1670: Ray, 2.

3. He that cannot beat his horse, beats
the saddle. 1578: Florio, First Fruites,
fo. 29, Who cannot beat the horse, let
hym beat the saddle. 1629: Book of
Meery Riddles, Prov. 82. 1732: Fuller,
No. 4174, Since he cannot be reveng’d
on the ass, he falls upon the pack-saddle.

4. To beat (or go) about the bush. 1560:
Wilson, Rhetorigue, 2 (190g), If he .
tell it orderly, without going about the
bush. 1611: Cotgrave, s.v. “Aller,”
To use many circumstances, to goe
about the bush. 1696: Cornisi Comedy,
IV, ii., He doth not beat about the
bush, but falls immediately upon the
point. 1884: Punch, 29 Nov., p. 256,
col. 2, Excuse me . . . but no good
beating about the bush.

5. To beal the bush while others caich
the birds. c. 1390: Gower, Conf. Aman-
#s, ii. 2355, And takth the bridd to his
beyete, Wher othre men the buisshes
bete. 1452: Pasfon Lefters, ii. 44
(Gairdner,1900), Webettethebusschysse
and have the losse and the diswor-
schuppe and ether men have the byrds.
1580: G. Harvey, in Works, i. 93
(Grosart), I beate the bushe, the birdes
to them doe flye. 1606: Ref. from
Parnassus, I1. v., 1t hath been my luck
always to beat the bush, while another
killed the hare. 1732: Fuller, No. 3738,
One beateth the bush, and another
catcheth the bird. 1828: Scoit, letter
to Mrs. Hughes, in her Letters, eic., of
Scott, ch. xi., Your active benevolence
starts the game while others beat the
bush.

6. You may beat the devil inlo your
wife, but you'll never bang him out again.
17321 Fuller, No. 5940.

Beauchamp, As bold as.  1608:

1640: Herbert, Jac. Pru-

See Many-
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Middleton, Mad World, V. ii., Being
every man well hors’d like a bold
Beacham.  1612: Drayton, Polyol.,
xvili. 1662: Fuller, Worthies, iii. 271
(1840). 1790: Grose, Prov. Gloss., s.v.
“Warwickshire.” 1834: W. Toone,
Glossary, 112, Bold Beauchamp. This
person was said to be Thomas Beau-
champ, Earl of Warwick, whose prowess
[c. 1350] became proverbial, ““as bold
as Beauchamp.”

Beaulieu Fair. See Cuckoo (17).

Beauty. 1. An enemy to beauty is a
Jfoe to nature. 1855: Bohn, 317T.

2. Beauly draws more than ozxen.

1640: Herbert, Jac. Prudentum. 1670:
Ray, 2. 1732: Fuller, No. g48.

3. Beauty is but a blossom. 1633:
Draxe, 15. 1670: Ray, 2. 1681: W.

Robertson, Phraseol. Generalis, 223.
1732: Fuller, No. 947, Beauty’s a
blossom.

4. Beauty 1is but skin-deep. 1606:
Davies (of Hereford), Select Sec. Husb.,
6, in Works, ii. (Grosart), Beauty's but
skin-deepe. 1730: Lillo, Silvia, 1. ix.,
She was the handsomest woman in all
our parish. But beauty is but skin
deep, as the saying is. 1829: Cobbett,
Advice to Young Men, Lett. 111. 1881:
Evans, Leics. Words, ékc., 101 (E.D.S)),
A very common proverb on the lips of
the Midland pessimist is: “Beauty’s
only skin-deep, but ugly goes to the
bone.” 1921: W. H. Hudson, Traveller
in Little Things, 12.

5. Beauty is no inherifance. 1633:
Draxe, 15, Beauty is no heritage.
16570: Ray, 2. 1732: Fuller, No. g51.

6. Beauty is polent, bui money is
omnipotent. 1670: Ray, 122. 1732:
Fuller, No. 932, Beauty is potent; but
money is more potent.

7. Beauty is soon blasted.
Fuller, No. g33.

8. Beauly is the subject of a blemish.
Ibid., No. g54.

9. Beanly may have fair leaves, yet
bitter friit.  Ibid., No. 955.

10. Beauty provokell thieves sooner
than gold. 1599: Shakespeare, As ¥You
Like 1t, 1. iii.

11. Beauty will buy no beef. 1732:
Fuller, No. g56.

1732:



Beccles

12 Beauly wnthout bounty avasls
nought 1580 Lyly, Euphues, 295
(Arber), Beautie without niches, goeth
abegging 1869 Hazlitt, sv

Beccles for a purnitan, Bungey for the
poor, Halesworth for a drunkard, and
Bliborough for a whore 1670 Ray,
253 1790 Grose, Prov Gloss, sv
“Suffolk™ [ Buborough ' for “ Bh-
borough *']

Beck 15 as good as a Dicu-garde, A
1546 Heywood, Proverts, Pt 1 ch x,
And thus with a becke as good as a dieu
garde, She flang fro me 1583 Mel-
bancke, Philotinus, sig T4 A becke of
yours 1§ as good as a Dieugirde 1611
Dawies (of Hereford), Sc of Folly, 48,1n
Works, n_(Grosart)

Bed Ifthe bed would tell all 1 knows,
1t would put many fo the blush 1659
Howell, 4 1732 Fuller, No 270z

Bed-time for berniers [threshers] and
supper-time for carriers  Old Cumber-

land proverb 1895 T Ellwood, Lake-
land, et , Gloss , 6 (ED S}
Beddingh When Beddingham hulls | Bedfordst
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1700 Grose, Proy Gloss ,s v “Bedford-
shire” 1874 Smules, Liwves of Engi-
necrs,1 15, After a heavy fall of ramn, or
after a thaw mn winter, when the nver
{Ouse] swelled suddenly, the alarm
spread abroad, *the bailiff of Bedford
1s comung ! * the Ouse passing by that
town 1904 N & Q, Iothser,1 301

Bedfordshire==Bed 1608 Middleton,
Mad World, 11 v You come rather out
of Bedfordshire, we cannot lie quiet
m our beds for you 1670 Cotton,
Scarromdes, bk 1v, Each one departs
to Bedfordshire, And pillows all
securely snort on 1738 Swaft, Pohie
Convers , Dial 11T 1818 Scott, Heart
of Muil, ¢ch xxx, Jeame heard the
highwayman say, to her no small relief,
“'She’s as fast [asleep] as 1f she were 1n
Bedfordshire 1841 Hood, Miss Kil-
mansegg ' Her Dream " And there was
the bed, so soft, so vast, Quite a field of
Bedfordshire clover 1927 Lucas, mn
Punch, 30 Nov , p 613, Thear the Dust-
man drawing near To take you imto

wear a cap, Ripe and Chalvington gets a
drap 1884 “‘Sussex Proverbs,’
N & @, 6thser,x 342

Bede’s chair  See quot 1846-50
Denkam Tracts,y 67 (FLS), Has a
Chip of Bede's chaty sn her pouch 1t
has been a custom from time 1mmemo-
nal for the ladies, immediately after the
conclusion of the marnage ceremony
(before Hymen's altar m Jarrow
church), to proceed to the vestry and
cut a chip off Bede's charr, to ensure
therr fruitfulness  The saying 1s gener-
ally apphed to those females who show
signs of fecundify rather carly after
entering 1nfo the happy state of
matnmon

Bedford x Bedford mali-horses 1622
Drayton, Polyol, xxut, Of malt-horse,
Bedfordshire long since the blazon wan
191r Hackwood, Good Cheer, 163, As
Hampshire men were dubbed “ hogs ™
1 allusion to thewr pig-breedmg, so
Bedford folk were micknamed * malt-
horses " because of the ligh quality of
malt they produced from their barley

2 The Batlyf of Bedford s comung
1662 Fuller, Worthies, 1 167 (1840}

, It’s time you went to bed
See also Cheshire (6)

Bedlam broke loose ¢ 1635 Dave-
nant, News from Plymouth, IV n,
What's here? Kent Street, Or bedlam
broke loose? 1864 “‘Cormsh Pro-
verbs,” m N & @, 3rd ser, v1 494,
Bedlam broke loose What a clapper-
house !

Bedmunster  See Sold

Bedpost 1nd Bedstaff See Twinkling

Bedworth bepgars 1678 Ray, 317
1790 Grose, Prov Gloss, sv “Leices-
tershure ™

Bee and Bees 1 4 bee was never
caught wn a shower 1893 Inwards,
Weather Lore, 146

2 A dead bee will make o honey
1578 Flotio, First Frustes, fo 25, A
dead bee wil make no hony 1631
Herbert, Jac Prudesrtym, 2nd ed, A
dead bee maketh no honey 1894
Northall, Folk Phrases of Four Counties,
7 fEDS), A stiil bee gathers no honey
Glos

3 4 swarm of bees 1n May, efc  See
quots 1655 Reformed Commonwealth
of Bees, 26, It bemng a proverb, that a
swarm of bees in May 1s worth a cow
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and a bottle of hay, whereas a swarm
in July is not worth a fly. 1676: W.
Lawson, New Orchard and Garden, 77,
A May’s swarm is worth a mares foal.
1710: Tusser Redivivus, The proverb
says, “ A swarm in May is worth a load
ofhay.” 1744: Claridge, in Mills’ Essay
on Weather, 101 (1773), A swarm of bees
in May Is worth a load of hay; But a
swarm in July Is not worth a fly. 1850:
N. & Q., 1st ser., ii. 512, If they swarm
in May, They’re worth a pound next
day ; If they swarm in July, They’'re not
worth a fly. Devon. 1883: Burme,
Shropsh. Folk-Lore, 234, In the retired
villages among the Clee Hills the follow-
ing much more curious version may
sometimes be heard: A play o’ bees in
May’s wuth a noble the same day, A
play in June’s purty soon, A play in
July’s nod wuth a butterfly. [N.B.—
The gold noble, worth 6s. 8d., was first
coined 1344.] 1921: Times, 7 Oct,
P. 8, col. 4, An old thyme . . . which
says: “A swarm of bees in May Is
worth a load of hay; A swarm of bees
in June Is worth a silver spoon: A
swarm of bees in July Isn’t worth a fly.”

4. As big as a bee’s knee. I797:
quoted in N. & Q., 8th ser., x. 260, It
cannot be as big as a bee’s knee. 1894:
Northall, Folk Phrases of Four Counties,
7 (ED.S.). 18¢6: N. & Q., 8th ser.,
X. 199, “ As big as a bee’s knee ” is 2
phrase I have frequently heard in South
Notts to indicate a very small piece of
anything. 1896: Locker-Lampson, Con-
Jidences, 08 n., It isn’t so big as a
bee’s knee.

5. Bees that have honey tn their
mouths, have stings in their tails. I579-
Lyly, Euphues, 79 (Arber), The bee

- that hath hunny in hir mouth, hath a
sting in hir tayle. 1732: Fuller, No. 959

6. Bees will not swarm Before a near
slogm. 1893: Inwards, Weather Lore,
146.

7. Every bee's honey 1s sweet. 1640:
Herbert, Jac. Prudentum.

8. He's like the master bee that leads
Jorth the swarm. Glos. 1639: in Berkeley
AISS., iii. 28 (1883).

9. His head is full of bees=cares,
fancies, or, he is restless. 1546: Hey-

33 Bee

wood, Proverbs, Pt. 1. ch. xii.,, Their
hartes full heauy, their heades be full of
bees. 13575: Churchyard, Chippes, 55
(Collier), About he flees, As though his
hed wear full of bees 1614: Jonson,
Bart. Fair, 1., He will whistle him and
all his tunes over at night in his sleep !
he has a head full of bees! 1745:
Fra.nklin, Drinker’'s Dict., in Works,
ii. 23 (Bigelow), His head is full of bees
[=heisdrunk]. 1814:Scott, Waverley,
ch. Ixvi, This word had somewhat a
sedative effect, but the bailie’s head, as
he expressed himself, was still ““in the
bees.” Cf. No. 13.

10. If bees stay at home, Rain will
soon come ; If they fly away, Fine will be
the day. 1878: Dyer, Eng. Folk-Lore,
131. 1893: Inwards, Weather Lore, 146.

11. See quot. 1863: Wise, New
Forest, ch. xvi., Forest proverbs . . .
such as . . . “Like a swarm of bees all
in a charm ”’ [or churm=noise].

12. To bumble like a bee in a far-tub.
Ibid., ch. xvi.

13. To have a bee i one’s bonnet. Ci.
No. 9. 1553: Respublica, I. 1, Ye
muste perdonne my wyttes, for I tell
you plaine, I have a hive of humble
bees swarmynge in my braine. 1648:
Herrick, Mad Maid’s Song, Ahl woe is
mee, woe, woe is me, Alack and well-a-
day! For pitty, Sir, find out that bee,
Which bore my love away. I'le seek
him in your bonnet brave, T'le seek him
in your eyes. 168z: A. Behn, False
Count, 1. 1ii., What means he, sure he
has a gad-bee in his brain. 1860:
Reade, Cloister and Hearth, ch. xcvii.,
He may have a bee in his bonnet, but
he is not a hypocrite. 1g22: Weyman,
Ovington’s Bank, ch. xxxii., What
mare’s nest, what bee in the bonnet
was this? .

14. When bees are old they yield no
honey. 1633: Draxe, 146. 1670: Ray,
19. 1732: Fuller, No. 3706, Old bees
yield no honey. ) . .

15. When bees to distance wing their
flight, Days are warim and skies are
bright,; But when their flight lends near
their home, Stornyy weather is sure 10
come. 1893: Imwards, Veather Lore,

146
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16 Where bees ave there 1s honey
1633 Draxe, 77 1670 Ray, 60
1732 Fuller, No 5636

17 Where the bee sucks honey, the
sprder sucks poison 1633 Draxe, 123
1732 Fuller, No 5661 1833 Trench,
Proverds, 114 (1905)

See also Better feed, Bnsk, Busy,
February (g} Honey (g}, Quick, St
Matthew (2), Sheep (5), and Swine (2)

Beech in summer and oak 1n winter
1884 H Frtend, Flouers and Fl Lore,
220, “Beech mn summer and Oak
winter ** [for felling] has now become a
common saymng

Beelzebub’s Bower See quots 1362
Langland, Plowman, A, n 100,
bastard 1-boren of Belsabubbes kunne
1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt II ch 1v,
But ye be a baby of Belsabubs bowre

Beer 1 Beer a bumble, tunll kill you
afore ‘lwnll make ye tumble 1869
Hazhtt, 82

2 What's betier than the beer that's
made of malt? 1659 Howell, 14

3 See quot 1913 Devonshire Assoc
Trans, xlv go, Yu can’t ’ave better
beer'n wat’s putt 1n the barrow (barrel)

See also Ale, Cider, Cloth (2), and

July (3)

Beetle See Blind, ady (12}, and
Deaf (1)

Beg 1 Beg from beggars and youw'll
never be rich 1736 Bailey, Dict, sv
“Beg

2 To be begged for a fool 1501
Flonto, Second Frutes, 187, Euen the
vulgar would begge lum for a foole
that thinks a bunghng-stainers dawbmg
better than the polisht Helen of Zeuxes
1392 Lyly, Mother Bombte, T 1, He
needs not, sir, Ile beg him for a fool
1649 1n Somers Tracts, vn 88 (1811),
If there should be a king agawmn, T shall,
perhaps, be begg’d for a fool 1653
Middleton and Rowley, Spanish Gipsy,
II 1, You are my guardian, best beg
me for a fool now 1707 Spanish
Baud, 111 m, If he continues so 2
week Ionger, s fnends will beg hum
forafool. 1736 Hesvey, Mem ,u 143
{0}, Moyle erther deserved to be
begged for a fool, or hanged for a knave

3 To beg at the wrong door 1546

Beggar

Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 1 ch 1x, Then
of trouth ye beg at a wrong mans dur
1596 Jonson, Ev Man wn hus Humour,
I1 vn, He claps his dish at the
wrong man’s door 1659 Howell, 5

4 To beg ke a cnpple at a cross
1812 Brady, Clavts Cal, 1 334 We
have yet m common usage the old
saymg of “He begs like a cripple at
a cross” 1855 Robmson, Whitby
Gloss , 40, “He begged hke a cripple
at a cross,” very urgently 191y
Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 125

Beggar and Beggars 1 A beggar
pays a benefit wrth a louse 1678 Ray,
98" 1732 Fuller, No 10

2 A beggar's purse 1s bottomless
1539 Tavemner Proverbs, fo 39, A
beggers scryppe 1s never fylled 1639
Clarhe, 38~ 1670 Ray, 60, A begger
can never be bankrupt 1681 W
Robertson, Phraseol Generalss, 229, A
beggers purse 1s always empty Cf
Lady’s heart, and Proud heart

3 A shameless beggar must have a
shameful demal 1639 Clarke, 37
1732 Fuller, No 392 [with “ short”
for * shameful ')

4 Beggars breed and rich men feed
1639 Clarke, o8 1670 Ray, 60
1754 Berthelson, Lng-Danish Dict,
sv ‘Beggar”

5 Beggars cannot be choosers 1546
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt I c¢h x,
Beggers should be no choosers 1616
B &F, Scornful Lady, V 11, Beggars
must be no choosers 1635 Glap-
thome, Hollander, 1, Beggars are no
chusers my friend  Before 1726 Van-
brugh, Journey to London, 111, My
lord, says I, beggars must not be
choosers 1819 Scott, Familiar Letiers,
u 62 (1894), But beggars must not be
chusers 1889 R L S, Ballanirae,
ch m, For all this we were to pay
at a high rate, but beggars cannot
be choosers 1920 Barbellion, Last
Diary, 13

6 "Beggars make a free company
Before 1658 Cleveland, Works, 76
{1742), There was a time when such
cattle would hardly have been taken
upon suspicion for men m office, unless
the old proverb were renewed, That the



Beggar

beggars make a free company, and
those their wardens.

4. Better to die a beggar than live a
beggar. 1670: Ray, 2. 1732: Fuller,
No. 888.

8. It s better to be a beggar than a fool.
1813: Ray, 81.

9. It would make a beggar beat his bag.
1678: Ray, 228.

10. Much ado to bring beggars to the
stocks. 1633: Draxe, 14. 1639: Clarke,
19. 16%0: Ray, 60, [with the addition]
and when they come there, they’ll not
put in their legs.

II. One beggar 1s enough at a door.
1639g: Clarke, 187.

12. One beggar s woe that another by
the door should go. 1539: Tavemner,
Erasm. Prov., g (1552) (0.}, One begger
byddeth wo that another by the dore
shuld go. 1608: Armin, Nest of
Ninmndes, 47 (Sh. S.). 1681: W. Robert-
son, Phraseol. Generalis, 229, It’s one
beggers wo to see another by the door
go. 1736: Bailey, Dict.,s.v. ** Beggar ”’
[as in 1681].

13. Puling, like a beggar at Hallow-
mas. c¢. 1590: Shakespeare, Two Gent.,
IL i

14. Set a beggar on horseback and
he'll (@) never alight; (b) ride a gallop;
(c) rideto the devil ; (d) ride o the gallows ;
(e) run his horse out of breath ; (f) run his
horse to death. [Asperius nihil est
humil, cum surgit in altum.—Claudian,
xviii. 181} (@) 15%6: Pettie, Petite
Pallace, ii. 100 (Gollancz, 1908). 1599:
Greene, Orpharion, in Works, xii. 36
(Grosart), Set a begger on horsebacke,
and they say he will neuer light. 1620:
Rowlands, Night Raven, 30 (Hunt. CL.).
(b) 1605: Camden, Remains, 330 (1870),
Set a begger on horseback, and he will
gallop. 1651: Burton, Melancholy, 1I.
iii. 2. 1670: Ray, 6o. (¢} 1616:
B. & F., Scornful Lady, IV. ii.,, Such
beggars Once set o’ horseback, you have
heard, will ride—How far, you had best
to look to. 1709: O. Dykes, Eng.
Proverbs, g8, Set a beggar on horseback,
and he'll ride . . . Whither, but to the
devil? 1855: Mrs. Gaskell, North and

South, ch.x. (d)c.1626: in A Pepysian
Garland, 241 (Rollins, 1922), There 1s
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an old prouerbe, that oft hath bin try’d,
Set a beggar on horse-back, to th’
gallowes heel ride. (e) 1633: Draxe,
163. (f) 1594: Second Part Contention,
132 (Sh. S.), Beggers mounted run therr
horse to death.

15. Small invitation will serve a
beggar. 1855: Bohn, 487.

16. Sue a beggar and caich a louse.
1594: R. Wilson, Coblers Propl., 1. 836
(Malone S.), I intreat yee be not ouer
nice, What thinke ye as the prouerb
goes that beggers haue no lice? 1654:
Gayton, Pleasant Notes Don (., 83, Sue
a begger and get a louse. 1681: W.
Robertson, Prhraseol. Generalis, 229.
1721: Bailey, Eung. Dict., s.v *“Louse.”
1819: Scott, Bride of L., ch. ii., I guess
it is some law phrase—but sue a
beggar, and—your honour knows what
follows.

17. The beggar is never out of his way.
1630: T. Adams, Works, 120, Vagrant
rogues . . . are neuer out of their way.
1650: Fuller, Pisgah-Sight, bk. iii.
ch. ii. § 7, Fancy is never at a loss, like
a beggar never out of his way. 1732:
Fuller, No. 965, Beggars are never out
of their way.

18. The beggar wmay sing before the
thief. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. 1.
ch. xii., The begger maie syng before the
theefe. 1670: Ray, 2. 1732: Fuller,
No. gb4. 1829: Scott, in Lockhart’s
Life, vii. 173, The last prerogative of
beggary, which entitled him to laugh
at the risk of robbery.

19. To know one as well as a beggar
knows Iis dish. 1546: Heywood, Pro-
verbs, Pt. I. ch. xi.,, And my selfe
knowth him, I dare boldly brag, Euen
as well as the begger knowth his bag.
1579: Gosson, Apol. of Schoole of Abuse,
74 (Arber), Such as he knew as well as
the begger his dishe. 1638: T. Hey-
wood, Wise W. of Hogsdon, I1.1.  1779:
Mrs. Cowley, Who's the Dupe, 1. ii.
1822: Scott, Nigel, ch. xxi.

See also Merry as beggars ; Misery may
be; and Wish (1) to (4).

Beggars’ Bush. 15064: Bullein, Dia-
logne, 78 (E.E.T.S.), In the ende thei go
home . . . by weepyng cross, by beg-
gers barne, and by knaues acre. 1599:



Begin

Porter, Two Angry Women, ;n Hazhitt,
0ld Plays, vu 335, They have danc’d a
galhard at beggars’-bush for it 1662
Fuller, Worthies, n g8 (1840}, “ This1s
the way to Beggars-bush ' It 1s
spoken of such who use dissolute and
improvident courses, which tend to
poverty, Beggar’s-bush bemng a tree
notoriously known, on the left hand
of London road from Huntmgdon to
Caxton 1790 Grose, Prov Gloss ,sv
“Hunts *

Begin 1 As you begin the year so
youll end 1 1767 Garnick, Prol to
Cymon, There 15 a good old saying
As you begin the year, you'll surely
end 1t

2 Good to begrrt well, betler to end well
1670 Ray, 8

3 He beginneth 1o burld too soon that
hath not money lo finish 1 1633
Draxe, 1

4 He begins to die that quats Ins
destres 1611 Cotgrave, sv ' Aban-
donner,” He truly begmns to dye that
quats hus chuefe desires 1640 Herbert,
Jac Prudentum

5 Let um that beginmeth the sony
make an end 1633 Draxe, 12

Beginmung I It ts better coming to
the beginning of a feast than to the end
of a fray [1546 Heywood, Proverbs,
Pt II ch vu, It 15 yll commyng
To thend of a shot [feast], and begyn-
nyng of a fray] ¢ 1590 Plane
Percevall, Dedication, T would 1t had
bin Percevals hap, to haue com to the
beginning of a fnendly feast, or to the
latter endmg of so dangerous a fraye
1597 Shakespeare, x Henry IV , 1V 1
1636 Massmger, Bashful Lover, 111,
Our grandsires said, Haste to the
beginning of a feast but to the
endof a fray 1672 Marvell, Rekearsal
Transpr, Pt 1, m Works, m 119

(Grosart)

2 It 1s belter coming fo the end of
a feast than to the beginning of a fray
¢ 1594 Bacon, Promus,No g77 1670
Ray, 9o 1769 Colman, Man and
Wife, I1I 1, I arnved just at the con-
clusion of the ceremony , but the latter
end of a feast 15 better than the begin-
nng of a fray, they say 1821 Scott,
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Kenslworth, ch <u 1855 Robinson,
Whithy Gloss, 54, “It 1s better to
come at the far end of a feast than at
the fore end of a fray,” better late at
a feast than early at a fight

Behappen! [perhaps] says Jack Dal-
low 1883 Burne, Shropsh Folk-Lore,

591

Behind before  Sez Hotse (25}

Behind the door to mend old breeches,
You must go 1864 ‘‘Cormsh Pro-
verbs, mN & @, 3rdser, vt 495

Believe I Believe not all you hear
1205 Layamon, Brut, 8oxs, Ful so[t]h
seide the seg pe peos saye talda Yif pu
1leuest zhene mon, Selde pu szlt wel
don (Very truth satd the man who told
this saw If thou believest each man,
seldom shalt thou do well) Before
1562 Lord Vaux, Poems, 37 {Grosart),
Beleve not euery speache  Before 1640
Massinger, Believe as You Last {title]

2 Believe well and have well 1546
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 1x
1670 Ray, 61 1732 Fuller, No 968

3 He that beheves all, nusseth, He
that belreveth nothing, hts not 1640
Herbert, Jac Prudentum

4 We soon believe what we desire
1581 tr Seneca’s Tragedies, 15 (Spens
S}, What wretches doe most chiefly
wishe of all, They soone beleue 1591
Harmgton, Orf Furioso, bk 1 st 56, It
15 a proverbe used long ago, We soone
beleeve the thimg we would have so
1696 Cornish Comedy, Act I1, p 16,
What we desire we easily believe 1709
Manley, New Atlantss, n 77 (1736)
1732 Fuller, No 5426, We are apt to
believe what we wish for

Bell and Bells 1 A crackt bell can
never sound well 173z Fuller, No

6358

2 Bells call others to church, but go
not themselves 1557 North, Diall of
Princes, fo 138 v°, For men y! reade
much, and worke htle, are as belles, the
which do sound to cal others, and they
themselues neuer enter into the church
1670 Ray, 3 1732 Fuller, No 969

3 Bells or one horse  See Hang (g)

4 He ss hke q bell that uill go for
erery one that pulls #t 1732 Fuller,
No 1923



Bell

5. He who cannot bear the clapper,
should not pull the bell. 1732: Fuller,
No. 2767, If you love not the noise of
the bells, why do you pull the ropes?
1875: A. B. Cheales, Proverb. Folk-Lore,
10. 1917: Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs,
71.
6. They are like bells; every one in a
several note. 1732: Fuller, No. 4954.

7. To curse with bell, book and candle.
Before 1300: Cursor Mundi, 1. 17110
(E.E.T.S.), Curced in kirc pan sal pai
be wid candil, boke, and bell. ¢. 1394:
in Wright, Political Poems,i. 341 (Rolls
Ser., 1859), Thou shalt be cursed with
booke and bell. 1485: Malory, Morte
d’'Arthur, bk. xxi. ch. 1, I shall curse
you wyth book and belle and candell.
1593: Nashe, Strange Newes, in Works,
ii. 185 (Grosart), The blind vicar would
needs . . . curse me with bel, book
and candle. 1610: Rowlands, Martin
Mark-all, 6 (Hunt. ClL). 1715: Cent-
livre, Gotham Election, sc. vi. 1840:
Barham, Ing. Legends: ** Jackdaw of
Rheims.” 1920: Barbellion, Last Diary,
138, The Saturday Review I cursed with
bell, book, and candle.

8. When the bell begins to toll, Lord
have mercy on the sonl. 1813: Brand,
Pop. Anhg., ii. 205 (Bohn). 1888:
Gilbert, Yeomen of Guard, 1., The
funeral bell begins to toll—May Heaven
have mercy on his soul!

See also Agree like bells.

Bell the cat. See Cat (65).

Bellesdon. [ and out like Bellesdon
I wot. 1678: Ray, 317. 1790: Grose,
Prov. Gloss., s.v. *‘ Leicestershire.”

1881: Evans, Leics. Words, etc., 300
(E.D.S.), “In and out, like Billesdon
I wote ” . . . Billesdon being, or hav-
ing been, noted for the crookedness of
its main thoroughfare.

Bell-grave. The same again, quoth
Mark of Bell-grave. 1644: J. Taylor
(Water-Poet), in Works, 2nd coll., 22
(Spens. S.). 1790: Grose, Prov. Gloss.,
s.v. “ Leicestershire.” 1818: Scott,
Heart of Midl., ch. xxix.

Belly. 1. A4 belly full of gluttony will
never study willingly. 1678: Ray, 146.
1732: Fuller, No. 6115. .

2. Betler belly burst than good drink

37 Belly

lost. 1659: Howell, 17. 1738: Swift,
Polite Convers., Dial. II., Come miss;
better belly burst than good liquor be
lost. 1917: Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs,
?o, Better belly burst, than good meat
ost.

3. He whose belly is full believes not
him that is fasting. 1578: Florio, First
Fruites, fo. 29, He that is fed beleeueth
not the fasting. 1611: Cotgrave, s.v.
““ Pance,” He that hath gorged himselfe
thinkes all mens mawes be full. 1732:
Fuller, No. 2399.

4. If it were not for the belly, the back
wight wear gold. 1732: Fuller, No.
26go. Cf. Nos. 11 and 16.

5. My belly cries cupboard. 1678:
Ray, 237, His belly cries cupboard
1604: Terence made English, 88, My
belly chym’d cupboard above half an
hour ago. 1738: Swift, Poiite Convers.,
Dial. IT, 1826: Scott, Woodstock, ch.
xX., Whose belly sings cupboard too?
1855: Kingsley, West. Ho!, ch. iii., So
now away home. My inside cries
cupboard. 1g901: F. E. Taylor, Lancs
Sayings, 24, Mi bally’s cryin’ cubbort.
Ci. No. 15.

6. My belly thinks my throat cut.
1540: Palsgrave, Acolastus, sig. Hz,
I am so soore forhungered, that my
bealy weneth my throte is cutte. 1575:
Churchyard, Chippes, 127 (Colher),
When hongry mawe thinks throat 1s
cut in deed. c¢. 1630: B. & F., Love's
Pilgrimage, 1I. ii., Let’s walk apace;
hunger will cut their throats else.
1738: Swift, Polite Convers., Dial. II.,
You are in great haste; I believe your
belly thinks your throat’s cut. 1g901:
F. E. Taylor, Lancs Sayings, 24, Mi
bally’s beginnin’ for t’think ’at mi
throoat’s cut (I am hungry).

7. The belly carries the legs, and not
the legs the belly. 1620: Shelton, Quixote,
Pt. II. ch. xxxiv. 1694: D'Urfey,
Quixote, Pt. I. Act IV, sc. i. 1732:
Fuller, No. 3194, Let the guts be full,
for it’s they that carry the legs.

8. The belly hates a long sernion.
1732: Fuller, No. 4407.

9. The belly hath no ears. I539:
Taverner, Proverbs, fo. 47, The bely
hath no ecares. c¢. 1560: Becon, In



Bellyfull

Catechism, efc , 601 (PS) 1609 Dek-
ker, Guls Horne-Booke, 1n Works, 1 245
(Grosart) 1721 Batley, Eng Dact,
sv “Belly” 1853 Trench, Proverbs,
29 (1905), We have on one side the
English, Hungry bellies have no ears

10 The belly 1s not filled with forr
uwords 1639 Clarke, 113 1670 Ray,
61 1748 Gent Mag, 21 1880
Spurgeon, Ploughman’s Puctures, 18,
Promuses don’t fill the belly

11 The belly robs the back 1619
W Hornby, Scourge of Drunkennes,
sig B3, That by his paunch his backe
should fare the worse 1659 Howell,
Proverbs Brit-Emg, 33 Cf Nos 4
and 16

12 The belly teaches all arts 1855
Bohn, 498

13 When the belly s full, the bones
would be at rest Before 1500 1 Hill
Commonplace - Book, 129 (EETS),
Whan the belt 1s fwll, the boms wold
haue rest 1553 Respublica, III 1
1669 Politeuphuwia, 182 1738 Swft,
Polsite Convers , Dial 1T

14 When the belly ¢s full the mund 1s
amongst the matds ¢ 1645 MS Pro-
verbs, mN & @, vol 154, p 27

15 Your belly chimes, at's time to go
to dinner 1678 Ray, 66 Cf No 5

16 Your belly will never let your back
be warm 1732 Fuller, No 6043
Cf Nos 4 and 11

See also Back may trust, Empty (1)
and (2), Eye (5), Full, Hard, ad; (8},
and Rule (3)

Bellyfull 1s a bellyfull, A 1666
Tormano, Piszza Umw, 321 1604
Motteux, Rabelais, bh v ch xxm
1738 Swiit, Polite Convers, Dial II
1823 Scott, S Romans, ch x, “A
wamefou 1s a wamefou,” saxd the wnter,
swabbing his greasy chops

Bellyfull 1s one of meat, dnnk, or
sorrow, A 1864 ** Cormish Proverbs,”
mN &Q,3rdser,v1 405

Belvoir See Bever

Benacre See Cowhithe

Bench-whustler, He 1s 2 ¢ 1430
Lydgate, Minor Poems, 170 (Percy S,
Al suche benche whstelers, God late
hem never the! {thnve] 1546 Hey-
wood, Proterbs, Pt 1 ch x1, That

38 Berwick

benchwhistler {(quoth I) 1s 2 pmchpeny
1632 T Heywood, Iron Age, Pt 1
Act V, A very bench-whistler

Bend 1 Best to bend uwlile "hs a
tung ¢ 1560 T Ingelend, Disobedient
Child, 56 (Pemﬁ §), For as longe as the
twygge1s gentell and plyent, With
small force and strength it may be bent
1590 Lodge, Rosalynde, 18 (Hunt Cl),
T will bende the tree while 1t 1s 2 wand
1667 Roxb Ballads, vu 696 (BS), A
twig will bend when 1t 15" young and
weah 1732 Fuller, No g71 1841
Hood, Miss Kilmansegg, As the twig s
bent, the tree s inchined

2 When you bend the elbow, the mouth
opens Kentishsaymng 1882 N &9,
Oth ser, v 266

Benefits please like flowers while they
are fresh 1640 Herbert, Jac Pru-
dentum

Benfieldside, where the Devil stole the
key of the Quakers’ Meeting - house
1846-59 Denham Tracts,1 gz (FLS),
Benfieldside, in the pansh of Lanches-
ter, 1s celebrated as the site of one of
the earliest Quaker meeting-houses 1n
England

Bent of one’s bow, 1546
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt ch x1,
I, hauyng the bent of your vncles bow
1579 Lyly, Euphues, 75 (Arber), Do
you therefore thinke me easely entised
to the bent of your bow? 1670 Ray,
164, To have the bent of one s bow

Berkshire  Sez quot 1790 Grose,
Prov Gloss, sv ‘" Barkshire,” He1s a
representative of Barkshire [applied to
one who coughs] See also Cheshire (6)

Berry’s wife  Just the thing, like old
Berry’s wife 1920 H Bloom,
N & @, 1z2th ser, vn 67 [said to have
been heard in Warwchshire within the
last ten years}

Berwick 1 From Berwsck to Dover,
later with addition, three hundred miles
over ¢ 1300 R Brunme, tr Langtoft's
Chron , 305 (Hearne), Alle Inglond fro
Berwick vnto Kent 1560 Wilson,
Rhetorigue, 105 (1g0g), Whereas often-
times they [preachers] beginne as much
from the matter, as 1t 1s betwixt Douer
and Berwicke 164z D Rogers, Naa-
sman, sig Hh3, Though you should

The



Beside

runne from Barwicke to Dover. 1662:
Fuller, Wortlies, ii. 542z (1840), From
Berwick to Dover, three hundred miles
over. 1790: Grose, Prov. Gloss., sv.
* Northumberland " [asin 1662]. 1846-
59: Denham Tracts, i. 283 (F.L.S.) [as
in 1662].

2. Once going through Berwick maketh
not a man of war. 1846-59: Denham
Tracts, 1. 287 (F.L.S.).

Beside the book, To be. 1672: Walker,
Parcesn., 32, He is quite beside the book ;
mightily mistaken.

Beside the cushion, To be. 1546:
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. II. ch. ix.,
I may set you besyde the cushyn yit.
1654: Gayton, Pleasant Notes Don (.,
36, He let fly at the Biscaine . . . and
as we say in our poor English proverb,
put him clean beside the cushion. 1681:
W. Robertson, Phraseol. Generalis, 247,
Beside the cushion ; Nihil ad rhombum.
1778: H. Brooke, Female Qfficer, 1. xii.,
The man did not speak much beside the
cushion of common sense.

Besom. They have need of a besom
that sweep the house with a turf. 1678:
Ray, 101. 1683: Meriton, Yorkshire
Ale, 837 (1697).

Best. 1. Best among then.
cubs,

2. Best by yourself like Lowd’'s lup
(ram]. 1886: R. Holland, Cheshire
Gloss., 447 (E.D.S.), Best by hissel like
Lowndes’s tup. Said of a disagreeable,

See Fox-

quarrelsome fellow.  1g917: Bndge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 29.
3. Best cart. See Cart (2).

4. Best friends. See Friend (7).

5. He's one o' th’ best eend o’ th’ worser
sort o’ folks. 1917: Bridge, Cheshire
Proverbs, 7o.

6. In the decpest water is the best
fishing. 1633: Draxe, 66. 1670: Ray,

Cf. No. 14.

7. Itis best to take half in hand and the
rest by and by. 1678: Ray, 354. 1732:
Fuller, No. 2g21. .

8. Living at the best end of the pig-
trough. 18s6: E. Hinchliffe, Barthom-
ley, 135, The Shiopshire farmers, more
accustomed to the delicacies of beef and
beer, charge ours, in Cheshire, wi’gh
“living at the best end of the pig

(o]

Best

trough.” 1917: Bridge, Cheshire Pro-

verbs, 93.

9. Men are best loved furthest off.
1639: Clarke, 71.

10. Sometimes the best gain is to lose.
1640: Herbert, Jac. Prudentum.

II. That is the best gown that goes 1up
and down the house. Ibid.

12. The best bred have the best portion.
Ibid.

I3 The best cloth may have a moth in
. 1732: Fuller, No. 4411.

14. The best fish swim near the bottom
1639: Clarke, 212. 1670: Ray, go.
1732: Fuller, No. 4412, The best fish
swim deep 1754: Berthelson, Eng.-
Danish Dict., s.v. “ Fish.” Cf. No. 6.

15. The best go first, the bad remain to
mend, 1855: Bohn, 498.

16. The best ground is the dirtiest.
¢. 1393: Langland, Plowman, C, xiii.
224, On fat londe and ful of donge
foulest wedes groweth. 1598: Shake-
speare, 2 Henry IV., IV, iv., Most
subject is the fattest soil to weeds.
1633: Donne, Poems, i. 81 (Grerson),
There is best land, where there i1s
foulest way. 1676: Cotton, Walton's
Angler, Pt. I1. ch. i., According to the
proverb, * there is good land where
there is foul way.” 1846: Denham,
Proverbs, 3 (Percy S) [as in 1676].
1904: Co. Folk-Lore: Northumberland,
173 {(F.1.S.) [as in 1676]. Cf. Worse (4).

17. The best horse needs breaking.
1639: Clarke, 100. 1670: Ray, 105,
The best horse needs breaking, and the
aptest child needs teaching. 1732:
Fuller, No. 6441 [as in 1670]. 1868:
Quart. Review, cxxv. 253, The best
horse needs breeching, And the aptest
child needs teaching.

18. The best is as good as stark naught.
1639: Clarke, 14.

1g9. The best is best cheap. 1540:
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. II. ch. vii
1580: Tusser, Husbandrie, 104 (E.D.S.),
Count best the best cheape, wheresoeuer
ye dwell. 1655: Gurnall, Christian in
Armour, Verse 11, ch. iii., p. 41 (1679),
He that sells cheapest shall have most
customers, though at last best will be
best cheap. 1785-95: Wolcot, Lousiad,
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can v, “Best 1s best cheap”—jyou
very wisely cry

20 The best 1s best fo speakto 1683
Meriton, Yorkshire Ale, 837 (1697)

21 The best mrror 1s an old friend
1611 Cotgrave, sv * Miror,” An old
friend an excellent looking - glasse
1670 Ray, 10 1732 Fuller, No 4905,
There 1s no better looking-glass than an
old friend

22 The best of men are but men at the
best 1885 Harley, Moon Lore, 191

23 The best of the sport 1s to do the
deed and say mothing 1639 Clarke,
326, Sport 15 sweetest when there be
no spectators 1670 Ray, 25

24 The best part 15 shll behnd
Before 1529 Skelton Works, 1 17
(Dyce) Take thys mn worth, the best
1s behynde 1630 Randolph m Works,
1 49 (Hazlitt), For now the proverb
true I find, That the best part 15 still
behind 1659 Howell, 6, The best 15
behund

25 The best patch 1s off the same
coth 1732 Tuller, No 4417

26 The best remedy against an il
man 1s much ground between both 1640
Herbert Jac Prudemtwn 1670 Ray,
4
27 The best things are worst (ot hard)

to come by 1635 Swan, Spec Munds,
465, Excellent things are hard to come
by 1670 Ray, 61 1732 [uller,
No 442

0
28 The best things may be abused
1639 Clarke, 5

29 To make the best of a bad bargain
(or “game, or market) 1663 Pepys,
Diary, 14 Aug, I therefore am
resolved to make the best of a bad
market ¢ 1680 L’'Lstrange, Seneca’s
Morals “Happy Life,” ch xwvt,It1san
equal prudence to make the best of a
bad game and to manage a good one
1714 Ozell, Molidre 1 142, All the art
hes 1 making the best of a bad market
1765 Bickerstaffi Mad of the Mill,
UI 1v {bad market] 1823 Scott,
Q@ Durward, ¢h xxxvi, Her aunt
seemed determumed to make the best
of a bad bargan 1836 Dackens,
Sketches by Boz '‘ Scenes,” ch au,
a bad bargaim 1g23 J
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Fletcher, The Dwamonds, ch xxvm,
Resolved to make the best of an

undeniably bad job
30 To put the best (a) foot, (b) leg,
foremost  (a) ¢ 1591 Shakespeare,

Tatus Andr , 11 w1, Come on, my lords,
the better foot before 1626 Overbury,
Characters A Footman,” His legs are
not matches for he 1s still setting the
best foot forward 1700 Congreve,
Way of the World, IV x, You should
commence an amour and put your
best foot foremost 1886 R L S,
Kidnapped c¢h xvm, I set my best
foot forward 1gor Raymond, Idler
Out of Doors, 61, Then he must hurry
up best foot afore (b) ¢ 1500 Med-
wall, Nature, 1 825 (Brandl's Quellen,
99), Com behvnd and folow me Set out
the better leg I warne the 1633
Jonson Tale of a Tub, I 1, Cheer up,
the better leg avore 1742 Frelding,
Andrews bk 1 ¢h 1 Lovers do not
march like horse-gnards they put
the best leg foremost 1838 Dichens,
Tuast, ch v, Now, you must put your
best leg foremost, old lady! 1886
Elworthy, West Som Word-Book, 428
(EDS), To put the best leg before 15
to hasten bnskly, not necessanly in
walkimg, but 1n whatever 1s 1in hand
31 We are usually the best men when
1 the worst health 1855 Bohn, 551
32 You are always best when asleep
Ind , 575
Betshanger Sez quot 1 Pegge,
Kent Proverbs,in EqD S, Nt7)3512. pggs,
At Betshanger a gentleman at Fred-
vile a squire at Bomngton a noble
hmght, at a lawyer [pron lyer]
Better a blush 1n the face, than a spot
m the heart 1620 Shelton, Quixote,
Pt II ch <xhv, Better shame mn the

face than spot m the heart 1732
Fuller, No 859 7
Better a clout than a hole out 1605

Camden, Remains, 325 (1870), It 1s
better to sce a clout [patch] than a
hole out 1732 Tuller, No 6310
1864  Cormsh Proverbs " mm N & @,
Jrd ser, v 208

Better a fair pair of heels than a
halter 1620 Shelton, Quivote, Pt 11
ch lxvi Better a farr pair of heels



Better

than dieat the gallows. 16g4: D’'Urfey,
Quixote, Pt. II. Act II. sc. ii [as in
1620]. 1732: Fuller, No. 861.

Better a finger off than always aching,.
Before 1225: Ancren Riwle, 360, Betere
is finker offe pen he eke euer. 1681: W.
Robertson, Phraseol. Generalis, 252.
1825: Scott, Fam. Letters, ii. 384 (1894),
As to our losing them a few days sooner,
one must, piece it out with the old
proverb, ‘ Better a finger off than aye
wagging.”

Better a good keeper than a good
winner. 1611: Cotgrave, s.v. “ Amas-
seur,” A warie keeper is better than a
carefull getter. 1623: Wodroephe,
Spared Houres, 503.

Better a lean jade than an empty
halter. 1678: Ray, 166. 1732: Fuller,
No. 863.

Better a lean peace than a fat victory.
1578: Florio, First Fruites, fo. 32,
Better is a leane agreement then a
fat sentence. 1700: in Thoresby’s Cor-
respondence, i. 396 (1832), You will all
find the old adage verified, that “a
lean arbitration is better then a fat
judgment.” 1732: Fuller, No. 864.
Cf. 11l agreement.

Better a lean purse than a lere [empty]
stomach. 1860: Reade, Cloisler and
Hearth, ch. xxv.

Better a little fire to warm us, than a
great one to burn us. ¢ I510: A.
Barclay, Egloges, 9 (Spens. S.), Then
better is small fire one easyly to warme
Then is a great fire to do one hurt or
harme. 1732: Fuller, No. 865.

Better a loss at sea than a bad debt at
fand. 1742: North, Lives of Norths,
ii. 50 (Bohn), The merchants have a
proverb, *“ Better,” etc.

Better a mischief than an inconveni-
ence. The saying was also reversed, see
the first two quotations. 1583: Mel-
bancke, Philotinus, sig. Z1, Yet must
I commit an inconuenience to preuent
a mischiefe. 1593: G. Harvey, in

Works, i. 284 (Grosart), So in many
priuate cases, better an mnconuenience
then a mischief. 1642: D. Rogers,
Matrim. Honour, 117, Better admit a
mischiefe then an inconvenience. 1681:
W. Robertson, Phraseol. Generalis, 252,
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Better once a mischief, then always
inconvenience. 1714: Spectator, No.
564. 1740:North, Examen, 330, Little-
ton’s rule, better a mischief than an
inconvenience, sounds oddly, but hath
this very meaning.

Better a mouse in the pot than no
flesh at all. 1605: Camden, Remains,
319 (1870) [has “* louse ”’ for *‘ mouse "’].
1670: Ray, 117 [has ““ louse,” but adds,]
The Scotch proverb saith a mouse, which
is better sence, for a mouse is flesh and
edible. 1696: D’'Urfey, Quixote, Pt. I11.
Act V. sc. 1. [“mouse ”’]. 1732: Fuller,
No. 867 [“mouse ”’]. Cf. Louse (1).

Better a new friend than an old foe.
15g90: Spenser, F. Q., L. ii. 243, Better
new friend then an old foe is said.
1600: Bodenham, Belvedere, 94 (Spens.
S).

Better a portion. See Wife (6).

Better a quick penny than a dallying
shilling. 1894: Northall, Folk Phrases
of Four Counties, 11 (E.D.S.).

Better a witty fool than a foolish wit.
1601: Shakespeare, Twelfth Night, 1. v.

Better alone than have a false friend
for company. 1825: Scott, Belrothed,
ch. xiv. Cf. Better be alone, infra.

Better an egg in peace than an
ox in War. 1611: Cotgrave, s.v.
* Qeuf.” ’

Better are meals many than one too
merry. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs,
Pt. 1I. ch. vii. ¢ 1594: Bacon,
Promus, No. 494. 1678: Ray, 40.

Better bad than ’'bout [without].
1826: Wilbraham, Cheshire Gloss., s.v.
Said by a woman urged to quit a bad
husband. 1917: Bridge, Cheshire Pro-
verbs, 29.

Better be a fool than a knave. 1016:
Ricl: Cabinet, fo. 44, Yet better to bee a
foole then a knaue. 1659: Howell, 18.
1875: A. B. Cheales, Proverh. Folk-
Lore, 164.

Better be alone than in bad company.
1477: Rivers, Dictes and Sayings, 8
(1877), It is better aman . . . tobea
lone than to be acompayned with euill
people. 1586: B. Young, tr. Guazzo’s
Civil Convers., fo. 180. 1648: Fuller,
Holy State: “ Of Company,” Better
therefore ride alone than have a thief’s
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company 173z Fuller, No 872
Better alone, supra

Better be drunk than drowned. 1830
Forby, Vocab E Angha, 430

Better be envied than pitied 1546
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 1 ch x1 1534
Lodge, Alarum against usurers, 57 (Sh
S) 1670 Ray, 86 1754 Berthelson,
Eng-Damsh Dict ,sv “Envyed”

Better be half blind than have both

Cf

eyes out 1639 Clarke, 86 1670
Ray, 64

Better be half hanged than ill wed
1670 Ray, 48

Better be half hanged than lose estate
1681 Otvay, Soldier's Fortune, V 1

Better be 1l spoken of by one before
all, than by all before one 1659
Howell, Proverds, ‘To Philologers”
1670 Ray, 14

Better be out of the world  See Out
of the world

Better be over-manned than over-
tooled 1886 Elworthy, West Som
Word-Book, 547 (EDS), A common
saying 15~ "Tis better to be S
1€ that the tool should be rather ligh
than heavy in companison with the
man’s stren;

Better be the head of a lizard than the
tal of a lon 1640 Herbert, Jac
Prudentum

Better be the head of a pike (or dog}
than the tail of a sturgeon ({or lion)
1670 Ray, 101 1736 Baley, Duet,
sv “Head” 1823 D’Israel, Cur of
Lt , ut infra

Better be the head of an ass than the
tail of a horse 1639 Clarke, 105
1670 Ray, 101 1732 Fuller, No 928

Better be the head of the yeomanty
than the tasl of the gentry 1639
Clarke, 2z 1670 Ray, Ior 1732
Fuller, No ¢33 1823 D Israels, Cur
of Lst, 2nd ser, 1 447 (1824), The
anaent spunt of Englishmen was
once expressed by our proverb, ** Better
be the head of a dog than the taill of a
lion”, 1e the first of the yeomanry
rather than the last of the gentry

Better be the tail of a horse than the
head of an ass 1639 Clarle, o1

Befter be unmannerly than trouble-
some 1659 Howell, 5 1670 Ray,
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153 1732 Tuller, No 880 Cf Un-
mannerliness

Better be up to the ankles, than qute
to over head and ears 1732 Fuller,
No 879

Better beheve it than go where it was
done to prove st 1670 Ray, 164

Better blue clothes, He'sin his, 1¢ He
thinks himself very fine 1678 Ray,
66

Better bow than break ¢ 1374
Chaucer, Troylus, 1 257, The yerde
{twig, branch] is bet that bowen wole
and winde Than that that brest
{breaks] 1413 m Twenty-six Poems,
No 124, p 54 (EETS), Beter bowe

than brest 1530 Palsgrave, 660,
Better plye than breake 1560 Wil-
son, Rhetorsique, 189 (1909) 1611

Davies (of Hereford), S¢ of Folly, 44,
m Works, n (Grosart) 1732 Fuller,
No 882

Better bread than is made of wheat,
No 1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 11
ch vn, Lyke one That would
haue better bread than is made of
wheate 1592 Lyly, Mother Bombre,
I w1611 Cotgrave, sv ' Frou-
ment,” Would you have better bread
then's made of wheat 1712 Motteux,
Quixote, Pt I bk 1 ch vu, Rambling
up and down like a vagabond, and seek-
g for better bread than 1s made of
wheat 1853 Trench, Proverbs, 83
{1903), We note very well the folly of
one addicted to thus, saying He expects
better bread than can be made of wheat

Better buy than borrow 1539
Taverner, Proverds, fo 13, I had leuer
bye then begge 1633 Draxe, 18
1732 Fuller, No 884

Beiter children weep than old men
1541 Coverdale, Christ State Matri-
mony, s1g 18, Better 1t 1s that children
wepe then old men ¢ 1594 Bacon,
Promus, No 481 1650 Fuller, Prsgah
Sight,bk m ¢h v §1

Better cut the shoe than pinch the foot
1732 Fuller, No 887

Better direct well than work hard
Ibid, No 88

Better do 1t than wish it done 1546
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt ch v,
Better 1t be doone than wishe 1t had
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been doone. 1670: Ray, 29 [as in
1546]. 1732: Fuller, No. 8go.

Better dule than dawkin. 1883: A.
Easther, Almondbury Gloss., 40 (E.D.S.),
The proverb is well known, “ Better
have a dule nor a dawkin,” i.e. an evil
spirit than a fool.

Better early than late. c¢. 1225:
Ancren Riwle, p. 340 (Morton), Better
is er pen to lete (Better is early, or too
soon, than too late). c. 1520: Hick-
scorner, in Hazlitt, Old Plays, i. 193, It
is better betime than too late. 1560:
Nice Wanton, in ibid., ii. 168, Better
in time than too late. x817: Scott,
Rob Roy, ch. xviii., Better sune as syne.

Better end of the staff. 1567: Picker-
ing, Horestes, 1. 168 (Brandl, Quellen,
499), By godes ge, iche had not the best
end of the staffe. 1667: L’Estrange,
Quevedo’s Visions, 38 (1904), The devil
of money has the better end of the staff.
1753: Richardson, Grandison, i. 360
(x883), Miss Byron, I have had the
better end of the staff, I believe. 1924:
Shaw, Saini Joan, sc. v., She does not
know everything; but she has got hold
of the right end of the stick.

Better eye out than always ache.
1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. 1. ch. viii.
1597: Bacon, Coulers of good and euill,
10. 1670: Ray, 86.

Better fed than taught. 1530: Pals-
grave, 557, He is better fostred
{nourished] than taught. 1548: Hall,
Chron., 15 (18a9), These monasticall
persones . . . better fed then taught.
1636: Taylor (Water-Poet), Travels, 19,
in Works, 3rd coll. (Spens. S.). 1820:

Scott, Monastery, ch. 1.

Better feed five drones than starve one
bee. 1732: Fuller, No. 935, Better two
drones be preserv’d, than one good bee
perish. 1875: A. B. Cheales, Proverd.
Folk-Lore, 126.

Better fill a glutton’s belly than his
eye. 1590: Greene, in Works, ix. 167
(Grosart), Now gentlewomen, do I finde
the olde prouerbe true: Better fill a
mans belly then his eye. 1670: Ray,

6.
2 Better give a shilling than lend . . .
1659: Howell, Proverbs: Ital.-Eng., 14,
Better give a penny then lend twenty.

Better

1732: Fuller, No. 895, Better give a
shilling than lend and lose half a crown.
1875: A. B. Cheales, Proverb. Folk-Lore,
101, Give a shilling sooner than lend
half a crown.

Better give than take. 1493: Dives

and Pauper, fo. 2 (1536), Itis . . . more
blyssful to giue than to take. 1546:
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. I.ch. v. 1611:

Davies (of Hereford), Sc. of Folly, 44, in
Works, ii. (Grosart). 1710: S. Palmer,
Moral Essays on Proverbs, 351, 'Tis
better to give than to receive.

Better go about than fall into the
ditch. 1659: Howell, Proverbs: Span.-
Eng., 5. 1670: Ray, 1. 1732: Fuller,
No. 897, Better go back than lose your
self.

Better go to bed supperless.
Supperless.

Better good afar off than evil at hand.
1640: Herbert, Jac. Prudentum.

Better have it than hear of it. 1639:
Clarke, 236, Better to have than to
heare of a good thing. 1670: Ray, 215.

Better have one plough going than
two cradles. 1580: Lyly, Euphues, 229
{Arber), It is better to haue one plough
going, then two cradells. 1716: Ward,
Female Policy, 82, Therefore it’s better
to have two ploughs going, than one
cradle. 1732: Fuller, No. go5. 1846:
Denham, Proverbs, 5 (Percy S.).

Better hazard once than be always in
fear. 1732: Fuller, No. go6.

Better is art than strength. c¢. 1205:
Layamon, Brut, ii. 297 (Madden), Hit
wes yare i-queSen: pat betere is liste
pene ufel strenpe (It was said of yore,
that better is art than evil strength).

Better is cost upon something worth
than expense on nothing worth. I545:
Ascham, Toxoph., 122 (Arber).

Better is the last smile than the first
laughter. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs,
Pt. I1. ch. ix. c. 1594: Bacon, Promus,
No. 501. 1611: Davies (of Hereford),
Sc. of Folly, 47, in Works, ii. (Grosart).
1732: Fuller, No. g29.

Better keep now than seek anom.
1659: Howell, Proverbs: Brit.-Eng., 16.

Better kiss a knave than be troubled
with him. 1605: Camden, Remains,
326 (1870). 1670: Ray, 110. 1738:

See
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Swaft, Polite Convers, Dial I, T had
rather give a knave a hiss, for once,
than be troubled with him

Better known than trusted ¢ 1560
mn Huth, Anctent Ballads, efc, 228
(1867), They are not so wel trust as
knowne 1592 Chettle, Kind-Hearts
Dream, 10 (Percy 5), Better knowne
than loud 1670 Ray, 183 1732
Fuller, No gog 1817 Scott, Rob Roy,
ch xxv1, Rashleigh Osbaldistone 1s
better kend than trusted 1n Glasgow

Better late ripe and bear, than early
blossomandblast 1732 Fuller, No 910

Better late than never [rperrov dovlv
&pfactas 42 T4 Blovra mparrewv § wndimore
—Dionystus of Haltcarnassus 1x g}
¢ 1386 Chaucer Canons Yeoman's

Tale, 1 857, For bet than never
1s late ¢ 1420 Lydgate, Assembly
of Gods, st 172, p 36 ( S)

He seyde vyce to forsahe ys bettyr
late than newer 1579 Gosson, Sch
of Abuse, 41 (Arber) 1667 Pepys,
Diary, x7 March 1 have been much
ashamed of our not visiting her sooner
but better now than never 1669
Politeuphna 183, Better late thnve
than never 1767 Murphy, Sck for
Guardsans, 1 v 1790 M P Andrews,
[farce] Beiter Late than Never [title]
1868 Robertson, Play, IV

Better leave than lack 1546 Hey-
wood, Proverbs, Pt 1 ch v 1681
W Robertson, Phraseol Gemeralis 475
At dinner "tis better to leave then to
lack 1725 Bailey, tr Erasmus’ Col-
logues, 71, We had better leave than
lack

Better lose a jest than a friend 1593
G Hanvey, 1n Works, u 125 (Grosart),
And Papp-hatchet, 1t 15 better to loose
a new 1est, then an old frend 1670
Ray, 109 1732 Fuller, No 915

Better lose cloth than bread  Before
1500 Hill, Commonplace-Book, 129
{EETS}), Better 1t 1s, to lese cloth
than brede N

Better lost than found 1584 Robin-
son, Handf Pleas Delights, 14 (Atber),
For you are better lost than found
1586 Whitney, Emblems 158, For such
a wife1s better loste then founde 1692
L’Estrange, £sop, 121 (3rded) 1821
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Scott, Kemlworth, ¢h 1, I have one
wild slip of a kunsman but he s
better lost than found

Better luck still, quoth Rowley Bur-
don 1846-59 Denkam Tracts, 1 68
(FLS), An extremely popular
toast and saying through nearly the
whole of the North of England

Better my hog dirty home than no hog
atall 1670 Ray,13 1712 Motteux,
Quitote, Pt II ch Ixv 173z Fuller,
No 927, Better's a dirty hog than no
hog at all

Better never to begin than never to

4“

makeanend 1633 Draxe, 51 1639
Clarke, 247 1736 Bailey, Dict, sv
“ Better,’ Better never begun than

never ended

Better one house filled than two
spilled 1670 Ray, 51 1735 Pegge,
Kentiisms, m EDS, No 12, p 48
1887 Pansh and Shaw, Dict Kent
Dualect 157 (EDS), Spilled  Spoailt
And so the proverb, Better one house
filled than two spill'd

Better one house troubled than two
1587 Greene, Penelope s Web, i W orks,
v 162 (Grosart), Where the old prouerb
1s fulfild, better one house troubled then
two 1924 Folk-Lore, xxxv 358
{Suffolk], Better one house spoilt than
two {satd when a witless man marres
a foolish woman}

Better one’s house See House (5)

Better pay the butcher than the doctor
§875 A B Cheales, Proverb I'olk-Lore,

z

Better play a card too much than too
little 1620 Shelton, Quixote, Pt II
c¢h xxxvi 1694 D Urfey, Quizote
Pt T Act1V sc1

Better nide safe, etc  Seequot 1821
Scott, Kemluorth,ch vin,* Better nde
safe 1 the dark,” says the proverb

than in dayhght with a cut-throat at
your elbow

Better nding on a pad than on a
horse’s bate back 1792 Woleot, m
Works,n 403 (1795)

Better rule than be ruled by the rout
1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt I ch v,
And better to rule, than be ruled by the
rout 1605 Camden, Remains, 320
(1870) 1670 Ray, 23




Better

Better say here it is, than here it was.
1683: Meriton, Yorkshire Ale, 83-%
(1697). 1732: Fuller, No. g31.

Better sell than live poorly. 1732:
Fuller, No. g4r1.

Better shelter under an old hedge, than
a young furze-bush. 1639: Clarke, 25,
Better to keep under an old hedge than
creepe under a new furs-bush. 1732:
Fuller, No. gz2.

Better sit still. See Sit (2).

Better so than worse. 1732: Fuller,
No. g25.

Better sold than bought. 1546: Hey-
wood, Proverbs, Pt. 1. ch. x., But, for a
farthyng, who euer did sell you Myght
bost you to be better solde then bought.

Better some of a pudding than none of
a pie. 1670: Ray, 135 1732: Fuller,
No. 924.

Better spare at brim than at bottom.
1523: Fitzherbert, Husbandry, 100
(E D.S.), Thou husbande and huswife,
that intend to . . . kepe measure, you
must spare at the brynke, and not at
the bottom. 1580: Tusser, Husbandrie,
23 (E.D.S.), Some spareth too late, and
a number with him, the foole at the
bottom, the wise at the brim. 168x:
W. Robertson, Phraseol. Generalis, 275.
1732: Fuller, No. 4237. 1869: Spur-
geon, Jolhn Ploughman, ch. xvi., He
never spares at the brim, but he means,
he says, to save at the bottom.

Better spare to have of thine own
than ask of other men, 1640: Herbert,
Jac. Prudentum.

Better spared than ill spent.
Draxe, 196. 1670: Ray, 144.

Better speak to the master, than the

1633:

man. 1661: Gumall, Christian in
“Armour, 498 (1679).
Better spent than spared. 1530:

Palsgrave, 726, It is better somtyme to
spende than to spaare. 1560: Wilson,
Rhetorique, 189 (1909), It were better
sometimes wastefully to spende, then
warely to keepe. 1732: Fuller, No. g26.

Better suffer ill than do ill. 1639:
Clarke, 15, Better to suffer wrong than
doe wrong. 1640: Herbert, Jac. Pru-
dentum. 1875: A. B. Cheales, Proverd.
Folk-Lore, 164.

Better the day, better the deed. 1607:

Better

Middleton, Mich. Term, I11. i. 1612:
Rowlands, Knave of Hearts, 46 (Hunt.
CL), They say, The better day, the
better deede. 1738: Swift, Polite Con-
vers., Dial. I.  1775: Garrick, May-Day,
sc. ii. 18y0: Dickens, Drood, ch. x.,
Ask Mr. Landless to dinner on Christ-
mas Eve (the better the day the better
the deed).

Better the feet slip than the tongue.
1586: Pettie, tr. Guazzo’s Civil Convers.,
fo. 55, It is better to slip with the foote,
then with the tongue. 1611: Cotgrave,
s.v. “ Glisser.” 1670: Ray, 26. 1732:
Fuller, No. g32. 18%5: A. B. Cheales,
Proverb. Folk-Lore, 88. Cf. Slip of
the foot.

Better the harm I know than that
I know not. 1386: D. Rowland, ftr.
Lazarillo, 73 (1924), Remembring the
olde proverbe: Better is the evill
knowne, than the good which is yet
to knowe.

Better to be a-cold than a cuckold.
1678: Ray, 69.

Better to be born lucky than rich.
1639: Clarke, 49, Better to have good
fortune then be a rich man’s child.
1784: New Foundl. Hosp. for Wit,
iv. 128, Better be fortunate than rich.
1846-59, Denham Tracts, i. 224 (F.L.S.).

Better to be happy than wise. 1546:
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt II. ch. wvi.
1581: B. Rich, Farewell, 7 (Sh. S.),
There is an old proverbe . . . “It is
better to be happie than wise.”” 1670:
Ray, 99. . : .

Better to be idle than ill occupied.
1560: E. More, Defence of Women,
Dedication, Better had it bene for hym
(as Erasmus sayth) to haue bene ydle
then ecuyll occupyed. 1601: Lyly,
Love’s Metam , 1. ii., Yet better idle
then ill employed. 1681: W. Robert-
son, Phraseol. Generalis, 252, Better be
idle then not well employed. 1725:
Bailey, tr. Erasmus’ Colloguies, 210,
Thence comes the proverb, It is better
to be idle, than to be doing, but to no
purpose.

Better to be stung by a nettle, than
prickt by a rose. That is, better be
wronged by a foe than a friend. 1639:
Howell, 18.
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Better to cry over your goods than
after them 1855 Bohn, 532

Better to give the fleece than the sheep
1578 Florio, Furst Friates, fo 32 1605
Camden, Remains, 326 (1870) 1732
Fuller, No 896, Better give the wool
than the whole sheep

Better to hang  See Hang (2)

Better to have than wish 1546
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt II ch v
1670 Ray, 29

Better to kmit (or knot) than blossom
1670 Ray, 111 [“kmt™} 1732 Ful-
ler, No 2917 [ knot ')

Better to leave than to mamtan folly
¢ 1477 Caxton, Jason, 116 (EETS),
For as 1t 15 said communly, hit 1s better
to leue folie thenne to mayntene folie

Better to live 1n low degree than high
disdain 1589 1. Wnght, Display of
Duire 17, It 1s a true saymng better to
lue in lowe degree then high disdaine
1647 Counirym New Commonwealth,
25, It 15 better for lum to hve 1 low
content then in high infamy

Better to play with the ears than with
the tongue 1611 Davies (of Hereford),
Se of Folly, 46, n Works, n {(Grosart)
1633 Draxe 172

Better to wear out than to rust out
1770 G Whitefield, in Southey, Wesley,
1t 170 (1858), I had rather wear out
than rust out 1830 Forby, Vocab
E Angha, 434, It 1s better to wear up
with work, than with rust 1865
A K H Boyd, Crit Essays of Co
Parson, 40, “ It 1s better,” said Bishop
Cumberland,  to wear out than to rust
out” 1924 Folk-Lore, xxxv 358, It
15 better to wear up than rust up
Suffolk

Better tooth out than always ache
1659 Howell,7 1732 Fuller, No 869

Better unborn than untaught ¢ 1270
Prov of Alfred, m O E Mscell,
128 (EETS), For betere 1s child
vnbore pan vnbuhsum [unbuxom=dis-
obedient] ¢ 1460 How fthe Goode

Wyfe, 1 203, For a chyld vn-borme wer
better Than be vn-taught, thus seys the
letter ¢ 1555 1n Wright, Songs, efc,
Reign of Phulsp and Mary, 6 (Roxb Cl),
Unborme 3ys better than untought
1662 Fuller, Worthies, 1 44 (1840), Our
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English proverb, “It 1s as good to
be unborn as unbred ” 1732z Fuller,
No 937, Better unborn than unbred

Better unfed than untaught 1557
Seager, Sch_of Vertue, n Babees Book,
etc, 348 (EETS), The common
prouerbe remember ye oughte, ** Better
vnfedde then vn-taughte ” 1580 Lyly,
Euphues, 420 (Arber), I haue beene
better taught then fedde

Better untaught than 1l taught
1678 Ray, 345 1732 Fuller, No 938
1780 K O'Hara, Tom Thumb, I 1,1
Inchbald, Farces, vi 174 (1815), Better
quite ignorant, than half msiructed

Better wear out shoes than sheets
1732 Fuller, No g40 1875 A B
Cheales, Proverb Folk-Lore, 82

Better wed over the mixen than over
the moor 1662 Fuller, Worihes, 1
266 (1840) 1790 Grose, Prov Gloss,
sv “Cheshire” 1818 Scott, Heart of
Medl, cbh xxx1 1874 Hardy, Mad-
ding Crowd, ch xxu 1917 Bndge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 30

Better were withun, better would come
out, If 1732 Fuller, No 2672

Better workman, the worse husband,

The 1633 Draxe, 62 1670 Ray,
158 1734 Berthelson, Eng-Damsh
Dict, sv_ " Workman” 1901 F E

Taylor, Lancs Sayings, 32, Better
workmon—wo’se husbant

B P g and a
man may marry his daughter 1611
Cotgrave, sv “ Donner,” Entre pro-
mettre et donner doit on la fille marser,
Betweene promising, and” giving the
maid ought to be marmed 1670 Ray,
22_ 1732 Fuller, No 974

Between the anvil {or beetle) and the
hammer {or block) 1583 Melbanche,
Philotinus, sig Cez, My spinite was
betwirxt the anvile and hammer
¢ 1594 Bacon, Promus, No 741,
Between the hammer and the anvill
1613 Hayward Norm Kings, 274 (0),
Earle Willtam bemg thus set as 1t were
betweene the beetle and the block—
was nothing derected 1633 Draxe,
37, Betweene the anull and the
ammer 1902 m N & @, oth ser,
1x 12, The frequency with which the
word “beetle’ occurs i proverbial




Between

phrases, like . . . ““ Between the beetle
and the block " . . .

Between twelve and two. See Hours.

Between you and me and the post (or
bed - post, door - post, etc.). 1838:
Dickens, in Leiters, i. 11 (1880),
Between you and me and the general
post. 1839: Dickens, Nickleby, ch. x.,
Between you and me and the post,
sir, it will be a very nice portrait. 1843:
Planché¢, Extravag.,ii. 245 (1879), I fancy
between you and me and the post . . .

Bever. If Bever have a cap, You
churls of the vale look to that. 1662:
Fuller, Worthies, ii. 226 (1840). 1790:
Grose, Prov. Gloss., s.v. ‘‘ Leicester-
shire.” 1881: Evans, Leics. Words, etc.,
300 (E.D.S.), I have heard the proverb
repeatedly, but always in the form:
When Belvoir wears his cap, You churls
of the Vale look to that.

Bewails. He that bewails himself hath
the cure in his hands. 1640: Herbert,
Jac. Prudentum.

Beware beginnings. 1639: Clarke,
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Beware by other men’s harms. See
Warn (1).

Beware of breed, ie. ill breed.

Cheshire. 1670: Ray, 65. 1917: Bridge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 31.

Beware of little expense. 1855: Bohn,
331.

Beware of the forepart of a woman,
the hind part of a mule, and all sides of
a priest. 1591: Florio, Second Frudes,
99, To womens forepartes doo not
aspire, From a mules hinder parte
retire, And shun all partes of monke or
frire. 1623: Wodroephe, Spared Houres,
276 [with *“ asses "’ for *“ mule ”’}. 1732:
Fuller, No. g¢78. 1880: Spurgeon,
Ploughman’s Pictures, 118, Beware of
a mule’s hind foot, a dog’s tooth, and
a woman’s tongue.

Beware the buyer. See Buyer.

Bewecastler, He's a. 1846-59, Den-
ham Tracts, 1. 72 (F.L.S.), The parailel
saying of Cumberland, *“ He’s a Bew-
castler "—i.e. a bad one.

Bibble-babble, See Tittle-tattle,

Bible and a stone do well together,
The. 1672: Marvell, Relhiearsal Transpr.,
in Works, iii. 151 (Grosart), The Welch

”*

C

47 Billingsgate

have a proverb, that the Bible and a
stone do well together; meaning, per-
haps, that if one miss, the other will hit.

Bid me and do it yourself. 1639:
Clarke, 232.
Big a liar as Tom Pepper, As, 1862:

Dialect of Leeds, 405, A noted propa-
gator of untruths is ““ as big a liar as
Tom Pepper.”

Big as a Dorchester butt. 1838:
Holloway, Provincialisms, 23, The old
saying, you are as big as a Dorchester
butt. 1851: Dorset Gloss., 4, As big as
a Dorchester butt, i.e. very fat.

Big as a parson’s barn. Dorset.
1869: Hazlitt, 58.

Big as bull beef; or, To look as if
one had eaten bull beef. 1580: Baret,
Alvearie, T 270, Such as . . . looke as
though they had eaten bulbeefe. 1681:
W. Robertson, Phraseol. Generalis, 257,
He looks as big as bull beef. 1712:
Motteux, Quixote, Pt. IL. ch. v., You
may go, and be a governor, or an
jslander, and look as big as bull-beef an
you will. 1881: Evans, Leics. Words,
etc., 112 (E.D.S.), *“ As big as bull-beef ”
is a phrase equivalent to ““as proud as
a pump wi’ two spouts.” 1gox: F. E.
Taylor, Folk-Speech of S. Lancs, s.v.
“ Bull-beef.”

Big in the mouth. I917: Bridge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 32, Big i’ th’ maith
[given to boasting].

Bilberry. See Blue (2).

Bilbrough. See Beccles.

Bill after helve. Apparently equi-
valent to “ Helve after hatchet.”
1670: Ray, 164.

Billing Hill, between the valleys of
Wharfe and Aire. When Billing Hill
puts on its cap, Calverley Mill will get a
slap. 1878: Folk-Lore Record, i. 169.

Billingsgate. 1. Billingsgate langunage.
1654: Gayton, Pleasant Notes Don Q.,
60, Most bitter Billingsgate rhetorick.
1687: A. Behn, Lucky Chance, L. 1.,
She . . . did so rail at him, that what
with her Billinsgate . , . 1740: North,
Lives of Norths, i. 288 (Bohn), Such
Billingsgate language as should not
come out of the mouth of any man.
1822: Byron, in Letters and Journals,
vi. 4 (Prothero), I'll work the Laureate



Billingshurst

before I have done with him, as soon
as I can muster Billingsgate therefor
1918 Muirhead, Blue Grde to London,
389, The word “ Billngsgate” as a
synonym for coarse language 1s an
asperston on the fish-porters that 1s
alleged to have passed long since mnto
the domain of potntless slander

2 You shall have as much favour as at
Bullingsgate, for a box on the ear 1659
Howell, 15 1670 Ray 215

Billingshurst  Sez Rudgwick

Bulyhasfoundapin 1694 Ld Dela-
mere, Speeck on Arbitrary and Illegal
Imprisonments [quoted 1 Brndge,
below], In our county {Cheshire] when
aman makes a great stir about a matter
andt ends in nothung that 1s sigmficant,
we say—" Billy has found a pmi”
1917 Brnidge, Cheshire Proverbs, 32

Bind so as you may unbind 1732
Fuller, 980

Bingham  See All the world

Birch  See Bare as the birch

Birchen twngs break no mbs 1639
Clarke, 75 1670 Ray, 61 1732
Fuller, No 6380 Cf Rod

Bird and Buds 1 A4 bird 11 the hand

s worth two wn the bush  [riv wapeoisar
Buerye vl vby pevyovra Suoxess,—Theocntus,
xt 75} Before 1500 i Hill, Com-
monplace-Book, 128 (EETS), A birde
m hond 1s better than thre mn the
wode ¢ 1530 ] Heywood Wity
and Wtless, 213 (Farmer), Betier one
bird 1 hand than ten in the wood
¢ 1550 Parl of Byrdes, 1 196, i
Hazlitt, Early Pop Poelry, mt 177, A
byrde i hande 1s worth two n the
wood 1581 Woodes Confl of Con-
science, 1v, One bied 1n the hand 15
worth two 1 the bush ¢ 1660
Roxb Ballads, n 44 (Hindley) 1696
T Brown, m Works, v 276 (1696)
1736 Tielding, Pasgun, II 1855
Gaskell North and South, ch xvn

2 A bird may be caught with a snare
that will not be shot 1732 Fuller,
No 13
3 A bivd of the arr skall carry ¢, or, A
bird told me~ [Eccles x 20, For a bird
of the air shall carry the voice, and that
which hath wings shall tell the matter ]
1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt II ch v,
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Bird

1 did lately heere by one byrd that
1n mine eare was late chauntyng 1583
Melbanche, Philotinus, sig ¥3, I had a
Iittle bird, that brought me newes of 1t
1598 Shakespeare, 2 Henry IV, V v
1652 Shurley, Cardinal, I 1, Takeheed,
the Cardinal holds Intelhigence with
every bird 1" th' arr 1736 Fielding,
Pgsquin, 1V, But I have also heard

a sweet bird sing 1822 Scott,
Nigel, ¢ch vi 1840 Barham, fng
Legends St Dunstan” 1919 A A

Milne, Camb Triangle, n Sec Plays,
149 (1921), How did you know my
name? Denss A little bird told me
about you

4 As the bird 1s, such 1s the mest
1611 Cotgrave, s v ' Niud,” Such bird,
such neast 1666 Tormano, Piaza
Unw , 296

5 Burds are entangled by thew feet, and
men by thew tomgues 1732  Fuller,
No 981

6 Birds of a feather flock (or fly)
together  [ws'alel 7dv ductov Syes Oeds ws 7dv
duoloy —Homer, 04, xvu 218 Pares
vetere proverbio cum partbus faciilime
congregantur — Cicero, Sen, m 7}
1578 Whetstone, Promos and Cas-
sandra, sig C1, Byrds of a fether,
best flye together 1607 Rowlands,
Diog Lanthorne, 43 (Hunt €l), Birds
of a feather and a kinde, Will still
together flocke 1665 Head and Kirk*
man, Enghsk Rogue, 1 197 1729
Tielding, Author's Farce, TI1', Men of 2
side Like birds of a feather Wil flock
together 1850 Dickens, Chuzdewtt,
ch 1, He has conspired agamst me,
Lke the zest, and they are but birds of
one feather

7 Each burd loves to hear hmself sing
1659 Howell, Proverbs Brit-Eng, 11

8" He hath brought up a bird to pick
ot lis own eyes 1039 Clatke, 157
1672 Walker, Parem , 53, You bring
up a bird to pick out your own eye
1732 Fuller, No 1864

9 He's an great want of a bird, that
will gve a groal for an oxl” 1678 Ray,
101 1732 Fuller, No 2458

10 If every bird itake back s own
Seathers, you'll be naked 1633 Draxe,
18, If euery birde had his owne, he



Bird

should be as rich as a new shorne sheepe.
1732: Fuller, No. 2675.

11. Il fare that bird that picks out the
dam’s eye. 1639: Clarke, 169.

12. Of all birds give me mutton. 1732:
Fuller, No. 369s.

13. Old birds are not caught with chaff.
1481: Caxton, Reynard, 110 (Arber),
Wenest thou thus to deceyue me . . .
I am no byrde to be locked ne take by
chaf. 1640: R. Brome, Sparagus Gar-
den, IV. xi., Teach 'hem to licke hony,
catch birds with chaffe ... 1668:
Shadwell, Sullen Lovers, V. iii., There’s
no catching old birds with chaff. 1713:
Gay, Wife of Bath, 1. 1852: Dickens,
Bleak House, ch. xlix., He has bought
two specimens of poultry, which, if
there be any truth in adages, were
certainly not caught with chaff.

14. That is the bird that I would caich.
1732: Fuller, No. 4358.

15. The bird is known by his note, the
man by his words. 1659: Howell, Pro-
verbs: Ital.-Emg., 10. 1732: Fuller,
No. 12.

16. The bird that can sing and won’t
sing, must be made to sing. 1678: Ray,
343. 1681: W. Robertson, Phraseol.
Generalis, 1133. 1888: Q.-Couch, Troy
Town, ch. i., Remember the proverb
about little birds that can sing and
won't sing.

17. The birds are flown. 1562: Hey-
wood, Three Hund. Epigr., No. 280.

18. There are no birds of this year in
last year’s nests. 1620: Shelton, Quixote,
Pt. IL. ch. Ixxiv. 1732: Fuller, No. 4863.
1841: Longfellow, If is not.always May,
There are no birds in last year’s nest.
1906: Q.-Couch, Cornish Window, 5, He
bade his friends look not for this year’s
birds in last year’s nests.

19. To fake the bird by 1ls feet. 1678:
Ray, 354- .

20. We shall catch birds to-morrow.
1546: Heywood, Proverbs, - Pt. IL
ch. viii. 1633: Draxe, 2.

See also Addled egg; Build (1); Child
(3); Early (7) and (8); Every bird; Fine
(xz); Fright a bird; Il bird; Lion (10);
Little and little; March (20), (21), and
(23) ; Rough net; St. Valentine (1); and
Small birds.
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Bit

Birkenhead. See Blacon Point.

Birmingham. See Sutton.

Birstal for ringers, Heckmondwike for
singers, Dewsbury for peddlers, Cleck-
heaton for sheddlers [swindlers]. 1878:
Folk-Lore Record, i. 174.

Birth is much but breeding more.
1639: Clarke, 103. 1670: Ray, 63. 1712
Motteux, Quixofe, Pt. II. ch. Ixviit
1732: Fuller, No. ¢83.

Bishop. 1. The bishop hath blessed 1t
1528: Tyndale, Obed. of Chryst. Man,
166, When a thynge speadeth not well
we borowe speach and say ‘‘the
byshope hath blessed it,” because that
nothynge speadeth well that they
medyll withall.

2. The bishop has put lis foot in it
1528: Ibid.,, 166, If the podech be
burned to, or the meate over rosted, we
say, “* the byshope has put his fote in
the potte,” or ‘‘the byshope hath
played the coke,” because the byshopes
burn who they lust, and whosoever dis-
pleaseth them. 1634: T. Heywood,Lancs
Witches, II., . .. till it [burnt milk]
stinke worse than the proverbe of the
bishops foot. 1790: Grose, Prov. Gloss.,
s.v. ““ Bishop,” The bishop has set his
foot in it, a saying in the North, used
for milk that is burnt-to in boiling.
1825: Brockett, Gloss. N. Country
Words, 16. 1888:S. 0. Addy, Sheffield
Gloss., 18 (E.D.S.). 1917: Bridge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 112.

3. What, a bishop’'s wife? eat and
drink in your gloves? This is a cryptic
saying. 1678: Ray, 229.

Bishop Auckland i’ Bisho’ brigg, God
help me! 1846-59: Denham Tracts,
i. 93 (F.L.S.).

Bisho' Brigg into Yorkshire, Out o’ =
Qut of the frying pan into the fire.
Ibid., i. 77.

Bishop-Middleham ; where Might rules
Right. Ibid., 1. 93.

Bishop’s Nympton. See quot. 1889:
N. & Q., 7th ser., vii. 274, The local
saying runs in North Devon . .
Bishop’s Nympton for length, South
Molton for strength, And Chittle-
hampton for beauty {the reference is
to the respective churches]. .

Bit. I. 4 bit and a blow; sometimes



Bitch

with the addition, as they feed apes
1638 D Turwill, Vade AMecum, 81
(3rd ed), Some agane that doe feed
them, but alas! it 1s as the proverbe
saith, with a bit and a knocke 1672

Walker, Parem , 10, You feed me Iihe
an ape, with a bit and a knoch 1738

Swift, Polite Convers, Dial 1, Why,
muss, I find there 1s nothing but a bt
and a blow with you 1855 Robinson,
Wby Gloss , 14 A bite and a buffet, a
maxim, never do a good deed and then
upbraid with the obhgation “ Neer
give a bit And a buffet wn' 't ”

2 A bit n the mornng 1s betler than
nothing all day, or, than a thump on the
back with a stone 1639 1n Berkeley
MSS ,m 33 {1885) Better a bt then
noe bread 1670 Ray 33 1736
Bailley, Dsct, sv  Bit ’

Bitch that I mean 1s not a dog, The
1732 Fuller, No 4426

Bite, 1erb 1 He butes the ear, yel
seems to cry for fear Glos  To bite
the ear was a caress see Romeo and
Julset, 11 v 1639 1n Berkeley MSS,
m 32 (1883)

2 He that bites on erery weed, must
needs hight on poson 1639 Clarke,
211, 1669 Polfenphua, 185 1710
S Palmer, Moral Essays on Proverbs,
24 1732 Fuller, No 2046 [with
“may” for *“ must needs "’}

3 If you cannot bite, never show your
lteeth 1670 Ray, 63 1736 Bailey
Dict,sv *“Bite "

4 Though I am bitten, I am not all
eaten. 1639 Claske, 32, Though he be
bitten, he s not all eaten 1670 Ray,
164 1732 Fuller, No 6170

5 To bie the mare by the thumb="
1546 Heywood, Proverts, Pt II ch w1,
This biteth the mare by the thumbe, as
they sey 1611 Davies (of Hereford),
Sc of Folly, 43, m Works, n (Grosart),
Thus bitt the mare by the thumbe

6 To bte upon the btridle See
Brudle (2)

Bite, subs Youhavetaken a bite outof
yourownarm 1732 Fuller, No 5925

Biter s sometimes hit, The [
refpds 1dv Aorra —Lucian, Dial Mot
vit] 1693 D'Urley, Richmond Hesress,
Epl, Once 1n an age the biter

5o

Blab

should be mt 1710 Ward, Nuplial
Dialogues, n 179, 1 think she ments
equal praise That has the wit to bite
the biter 1880 Spurgeon, Plough-
man's Pictures, 16, Biters deserve to
be bitten

Biting and scratching _ See Cat (14)

Bitter 1 Bilferasgall ¢ 1305 n
Wnght’s Pol Songs John to Edw II,
193 {Camden $), Ther hi habbeth
dronke bittrere then the galle 1468
Cov Mysterses, 233 (Sh S ), My mowthe
15 byttyr as galle 158t B Ruch,
Farewell, 38 (Sh S), Whose taste
1 finde more bitter now then gall
1623 Webster, Devtl’s Law-Case, 1 1,
Iol Bitter as gall 1716 Ward, Female
Policy, 30 189z Heslop, Northumb
Words, 311, As butter as gaa [gall]

2 Butterassoot ¢ 1305 1n Wright's
Pol Songs Jolm to Edw II, 195
(Camden S), Hit falleth the Kyng of
Fraunce bittrore then the sote ¢ 1374
Chaucer, Troylus, m 1194, To whom
this tale sucre be or soot [1e sweet or
bitter] 175867 Sterne, Trist Shandy,
Vol IV ch ~an (1788), And now thy
mouth 1s as bitter, I dare say, as
soot 1857—2 Buckland, Curios of
Nat Hist, m 29, They are as bitter
as soot, 1f you eats ’em raw

3 Bitler pills may have wholesome
effects [c 1374 Chaucer, Troylus,
m 1215, And for to han gladnesse, Men
dnnken often peyne and greet dis-
tresse] 1732 Fuller, No ¢85

4 He who hath bilter 1n Tus mouth,
spits not all sweet 1640 Herbert, Jac
Prudentum 1670 Ray, 3 1732
Fuller, No 2387 (with ~*breast”
mstead of *“ mouth "’}

5 Thatwhich was bitter to endure, may
be sweet to remember 1732 Fuller,
No 4385

Bittern 1 A bitlern makes no good
hawk 1611 Dawies {of Hereford), S¢
of Folly, 42 1m Works, u (Grosart)

2 To roar like a bittern at a seg-root

{sedge] 1883 Burme, Shropsk  Folk-
Lore, 594
Blab, subs  Hethat 1s a blab s a scab

1639 Clarke, 132 1670 Ray, 63
1732 Fuller, No 6296, He that 1s 2
blab 1s a meer scab



Blab

Blab, verb. Blab it wist and out it
must. 15th cent.: Harl. MS. 3362
(V. Lean), Labbe hyt whyste, and owt
yt must. 1546: Heywood, Proverbs,
Pt.1.ch.x. 1633: Draxe, 16, He cannot
hold, but all must out.

Black, adj. 1. 4 black phum is as
sweet as a white. 1633: Draxe, 15, A
blacke raisin as good as a white. 1670:
Ray, 63. 1732: Fuller, No. 986, Black
plums may eat as sweet as white.

2. A black shoe makes a merry heart.
1659: Howell, 18. 1670: Ray, 216.

3. A black woman hath turpentine in
her. 1659: Howell, Letters, ii. 666
(Jacobs).

4. Although I am black, I am not the
devil. 1595: Peele, Old Wives Tale,
sig. D3.

5. Black as a coal. c¢. 1000: Sax.
Leechd., ii. 332 (0.), And swa sweart
swa col. ¢. 1260: King Horn (Camb.),
1. 590 (Hall), Also blak so eny cole.
Before 1300: Cursor M., 1. 2248q.
c. 1386: Chaucer, Knight’s Tale, 1. 1834,
As blak he lay as any cole. ¢. 1430:
Partonope, 1. 3918 (E.E.T.S.), Blak as
cole than was his hors. 1599: Breton,
in Works, ii. ¢ 14 (Grosart), The other
as blacke as a coale. 1640: Tatham, in
Dram. Works, zo (1879). 1819: Byron,
Don Juan, can. iv. st. g4, With eyes
. . . black and burning as a coal. 1860:
Reade, Cloister and Hearth, ch. liv.,
Else our hearts were black as coal.

6. Black as a crow (or crake). ¢.1320:
Horn Childe, 1. 1049, in Hall's King
Horn (1901), Blac as ani crawe. ¢. 1386:
Chaucer, Knight's Tale, 1. 1834, Blak
he lay as any ... crowe. c¢. I540:
Bale, King Johan, Act 1. 1. 88, I shall
cawse the Pope to curse the as blacke
as a crowe. 1610: Shakespeare, Wint.
Tale, IV. iv., Cypress black as e’er was
crowe. 1716:\Ward, Female Policy, 86,
If brown, think her as black as a crow.
1828: Carr, Craven Dialect, i. 91, Crake,
a crow, as black as a crake. 1876:
C. C. Robinson, slid-Yorks Gloss., 26
(E.D.S), As black as a crake.

7. Black as a raven. c. 1300: Robert
of Brunne, tr. Langtoft’s Chron., 295

51

(Hearne), His stede was blak as rauen.
1663: Killigrew, Thomaso, Pt. II. Act I. !

Black

sc. ii., It keeps him as black as a raven.
1720: Gay, Trivia, bk. ii. 1. 198, Black
as the . . . glossy raven’s back.

8. Black as asloe. 14th cent.: Guy of
Warwick, 1. 506 (E.E.T.S.), Guy they
fonde as blak assloo. ¢. 1386: Chaucer,
Miller’s Tale, 1. 60. 15th cent.: Torrent
of Portyngale, 17 (E.E.T.S.), Ys fytte
[his feet] blac ase slon. 1567: Golding,
Ovid, bk. ii. 1. 315, His wares as blacke
as any slo. 1685: Roxb. Ballads, viii.
418 (B.S.), Hair black as a sloe. 1727:
Gay, Fables, 1st ser.,, No 3, 1. 16, The
mother’s eyes as black as sloes. 1823:
Moor, Suffolk Words, 363, Her eyes are
as black as sloons [sloes]. 1894: R.L.S.,
St. Tves, ch. xxx,

9. Black as hell. 1506: Guylforde,
Pylgrymage, 53 (Camden S.), It is
comenly derke as hell. 1590: Spenser,
F. Q., 1. viii. 355, But all a deepe
descent, as dark as hell. x600: in
Lyrical Poems, 66 (Percy S.), Aire,
made to shine, as blacke as hell shall
prove. 1825: Scott, Talisman, ch. xv.,
If his treachery be as black as hell.

Y0. Black as ink. c. 1510: A. Bar-
clay, Egloges, 30 (Spens. S.), At euery
tempest they be as blacke as inke.
1590: Spenser, F. Q., I. 1. 201, Deformed
monsters, fowle, and blacke as inke.
c. 1685: Aubrey, Nat. Hist. Wilts, 21
(1847), Which . . . became imme-
diately as black asinke. 1721: D'Urfey,
Two Queens of Brentford, 1V., Whose
sordid soul, as black as ink. . . . 1893:
R. L. S., Ebb-Tide, ch. i., Clouds . . .
black as ink-stains. 1gox: Raymond,
Idler Out of Doors, 7, The tall elm-top
that draws, as black as ink, its tracery
of naked limbs.

1I. Black as jet. 1412-20: Lydgate,
Troy Book, bk. ii. 1. 87, It cometh out
of Ethiope and Ynde, Blak as is get.
1590: Marlowe, Tamburlaine, Pt. I
Act 1. sc. iii. 168z: Evelyn, Diary,
19 June, Their nails and teeth as black
asjet. 1705: Philips, Splendid Shilling,
1.20. 1872:A. Dobson, in Poet. IWorks,
109 (1923), Circling a silky curl as black
as jet.

12. Black as Newgate knocker. Sec
Newgate.

13. Black as soof. 1678: Ray, 281.



Black

14 Black as the deml ¢ 1580
Spelman, Dialogue, 42 (Roxb Cl), His
face was as black as a devill in a playe
1670 Ray, 203 1754 Berthelson,
Eng -Danssh Dict , sv  As ’

15 Black as the dewl's nutting-bag
1866 Gilpm, Songs (Cumberland), 393
(W), Her smocks leyke auld Nick’s
nuttn’ bag 1879 Henderson, Folk-
Lore N Counizes g6, A proverb 1s cur-
rent there [Sussex], As black as the
de’il’s nutting-bag ” 1899 N & Q,
gth ser, 1v 478 [sayng common 1 N
Limes] 1900 N & @, gthser v 38
and Ig7 [saymng common in Berks,
Somerset and Suffolk]

16 Blackasthunder 1839 Planche,
Extravag, n 56 (1879), He looks as
black as thunder 192z Weyman,
Oungton’s Bank, ch m He’s mn his
room and as black as thunder

17 Black fleet of Norway
Boston’s Bay, and England (11)

18 Black hen  See Hen (1)

19 Black Jack rides a good horse=
Zinc ore grves good prormse for copper
1865 Hunt, Pop Romances W of Eng
194 (18¢6) 1g0z Wnght, Eng Dial
Dict, m 239

20 Black lad Monday=Monday mn
Easter-week 1846 Denham, Pro-
verbs, 32 (Percy S)

21 Black man ~ See Red har

22 Black men are pearls 11 ladies’
eyes, or, A black man 1s a jeuel, elc
1599 Chapman, Hum Day's Mirth,
s¢ vz, Oh, sir, black 1s a pearl mn a
woman'seye ¢ 1623 B & F, Loves
Cure, 111 1v, The fatrest ladies Like
the blackest men 1623 Shakespeare,
Tuws Gent, ¥V 1 3650 Ray, 51
1732 Fuller, No 16

23 No one can say black 1s my (or
his, or youwr) eye {or nasl) 1402 Hoc-
cleve, in Minor Poems, 76 (EETS),
That when thow twynnest fro hr
companye, another cometh and blered
ys thyn ye! 1412 Hoccleve Rege-
ment, st 404,1 2823 (EE TS}, Noman
seith onés that blak 1s Ius eye 1583
Stubbes, Anat of Abuses, 88 (N Sh S),
And yet mare no man sae blache 1s
therr eye 1625 Jonson, Staple of
News,1 u,He can commt whom
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he will, and what he will and no
man say black 1s his eye, but langh at
him 1711 Steele, Spectator, No 79,
The most 1nsolent of all creatures to her
fnends and domesticks, upon no other
pretence 1n nature but that no
one can say blacke 1s her eye 1761
J Reed, Reg Office, 1, m Inchbald’s
Farces, m 145 (1815), I defy ony body
to say black’s my nail 1771

Smollett, Chnker, in Works, 1 125
(1817), I challenge you to say black 1s
the white of my eye 1828 Cam,
Craven Dialect, 1 136, “ Black's my
eye, ' no one can mmpute blame to me
1889 Peacock Manley, etc, Gloss, 52
(EDS), Noabody mver so much as
said black’s my naal to me [said
anything evil], when 1 hv'd at
Burnngham

24 The black ox treads on one’s fool
1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 1,¢h vi,
It was yet but hony moone, The blacke
oxe had not trode on his nor hir foote
1584 Lyly, Sapho and Phao, 1 199
(1858), Now crowes foote 1s on her eye,
and the blach oxe hath trod on her
foot 1633 Jonson, Tale of a Tub,
IV v, Well young squre, The black
ox never trod yet on your foot 1738
Swift, Polite Comrers, Dial I, Poor
creature ! the black ox has set his foot
upon her already 1822 Scott, Nigel,
ch u 1883 Bume, Shropsh Folk-
Lore, 209 “The black ox has not
trodden on you’’—ie care has not
come near you—is an old Shropshire
saymg
25 Those that eat black pudding will
dream of the denl 1738~ Swaft, Pohile
Comvers, Dral 11
26 To have the black dog on one's
back 1778 Mrs Thrale, in Pz
Letters,n 32,1have lost what made my
happiness but the black dog shall
not make prey of both my master and
myself 1816 Scott, Antiguary,ch v1,
Sir Arthur has got the black dog on his
back again 188g Peacock, Manley,
etc, Gloss, st (EDS), * He’s gotten
th’ black dog on hus back this mornm®,”
that 15, he 15 m a bad temper

Ste also Dark,

Black, subs 1 Above black there 1s no



Blackamoor

colowr, and above salt no savour. 1578:
Florio, First Fruites, fo. 33. 1629:
Booke of Meery Riddles, Prov. 120.
1659: Howell, Proverbs: Ital.-Eng., 7.

2. Black will take o other hue. 1546:
Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. I1. ch. ix. 1593:
Peele, Edward I., sc. viii. 1681: W.
Robertson, Phrasecl. Generalis, z62.
1754: Berthelson, Eng.-Danish Dict.,
s.v. “ Black.”

3. In black and white. ¢. 1440:
Lydgate, Fall of Princes, bk, i. 1. 465,
Hauyng no colours but onli whit and
blak, To the tragedies which that I shal
write. 1596: Jonson, Ev. Man in his
Humour, IV. iii., I have it here in black
and white [pulls out the warrant].
1658: Cowley, Cuiter of Coleman Street,
I. v., I saw it from a good hand beyond
sea, under black and white. 1678:
Bunyan, Pilgr. Progress, Author’s
Apology. 1740: North, Examen, 404,
A wicked paragraph it is, as ever was
put in black and white. 1823: Scott,
St. Ronan’s, ch. xxiii. 1886: Hardy,
Casterbridge, ch. ix.

Blackamoor. To wash {or make) the
blackamoor white. [Latercm lavare.—
Terence, Phorm., 186.] 1543: Becon,
in Early Works, 49 (P.S.), Here, there-
fore, do ye nothing else than, as the
common proverb is, go about to make
an Ethiop white. 1604: Dekker, Honest
Whore, Pt. I1. Act 1. sc. i., This is the
blackamoor that by washing was turned
white. 1673: Wycherley, Gent. Danc.-
Master, IV. i., You wash the blacka-
moor white, in endeavouring to make a
Spaniard of a monsieur. 1748: Richard-
son, Clarissa, ii. 160 (1783), I should
suspect the whole to be a plot set on
foot to wash a blackamoor white. 1853:
Planché, Extravag., iv. 280 (1879), If
any one could wash a blackamoor white
It would be Mrs. Beecher Stowe.

Blackberries, Plentiful as. 1596
Shakespeare, 1 Henry IV., IL. iv,, If
reasons were as plentie as black-berries.
1690: Reason of Mr. Bays changing his
Religion, Pt. IL., p. 35, Were reasons as
cheap as black-berries. 1868: Quart.
Review, cxxv. 231, Parallels are ““ as
plentiful as blackberries.” 1886: Hardy,
Casterbridge, ch. xvi., Earthworks . . .
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were as common as blackberries here-
about. See also Devil (82).

Blackberry summer. 1846: Denham,
Proverbs, 57 (Percy S.). 1883: Cope,
Hants Words, 8 (E.D.S.), Blackberry-
summer. Fine weather experienced at
the end of September and the beginning
of October when blackberries are ripe.

Blacksmith, It js much like a black-

smith with a white silk apron. 1732:
Fuller, No. 2g8o.
Blackthorn winter. 178g: White,

Selborne, ii. 292 (1813) (0.), The harsh
rugged weather obtaining at this season,
is called by the country people black-
thorn-winter. 1838: Holloway, Pro-
vincialisms, 13, Blackthorn winter.
The cold which is generally experienced
at the latter end of April and beginning
of May, when the black-thomn is in
blossom. 1884: H. Friend, Flowers and
Fl. Lore, 214.

Blacon Paint. See quot. 1917:
Bridge, Cheshire Proverbs, 59, From
Blacon Point to Hilbre, A squirrel
might leap from tree to tree. [In
N. & Q., 4th ser., xi. 13 (1873), is the
variant, ‘““From Birkenhead to far
Hilbree A squirrel could leap from tree
to tree.”]

Blade to haft, True as. 1823: Scott,
Q. Durward, ch. xxiii., I will be true to
you as blade to haft, as our cutlers say.

Blake [yellow] as a paigle [cowslip
or marigold]. [1530: Palsgrave, s.v.,
Blake, wan of colour.] 1678: Ray, 355.
1683: Meriton, Yorkshire Ale, 83 (1697).
1834: Toone, Glossary, s.v. ‘ Paigle.”
1866: Mrs. Lynn Linton, Lizzie Lorton,
ii. 217, As blake as marygowds. 1884:
H. Friend, Flowers and Fl. Lore, 210.

Blake as butter, 1876: C. C. Robin-
son, M1d-Yorks Gloss., 10 (E.D.S.).

Blames. He that blames would buy
1640: Herbert, Jac. Prudentum. 1732:
Fuller, No. 2383, He who findeth fault,
meaneth to buy.

Bledlow, Bucks. See quot. 1869:
Hazlitt, 400, They who live and do
abide, Shall see Bledlow church fall
into the Lyde.

Bless the king and all his men. A
common exclamation when surprised
andstartled. 186z: Dialectof Leeds, 251.



Blessed

Blessed 1s the corpse  See Happy
Blessing, subs I Blesstngs are not
valued till they are gone 1732 Fuller,
No 98g
2 They have need of a blessing that
kneel to a tustle 1039 Clarke, 13
1670 Ray,63 1732 Fuller, No 4964
Blessing of your heart  See Ale (3}
Blest 1s the bride  Sez Happy
Blnd, ady 1 A blind man cannot
{or should not) yudge colowrs ¢ 1374
Chaucer, Troylus, bk 1 1 21, A blind
man can nat luggen welin hewis 1412
Hoccleve, Regement, 36 (EE T S), The
blynde man of coloures al wrong
deemeth 1530 [Palsgrave, 511, A
blynde man can nat deme no coulours
1637 Breton, in Works, u & 44 (Gro-
sart) 1759 Warburton, mn Garrick
Corresp, 1 93 (1831), Proposing an
emendation to the generality of those
they call scholars, was desiring a blind
man to judge of colours
2 A blind man will not thank you for
a looking-glass 1732 Fuller, No 18
3 A biind man would be glad to see 1t
1738 Swaft, Polife Convers, Dual I,
A blind man would be glad to see that
18g4 Northall, Folk Phrases of Four
Counties (EDS), A blind man on a
galloping horse would be glad to see 1t
Cf Nos 15and 18
4 A man's blind side 1606 Chap-
man, Gent Usher, I 1, We'll follow the
blind side of hun 1681 A Behn,
Rover, Pt 1I 1 1, The rascals have a
blind side as all conceifed coxcombs
have 1742 Fielding, Andrews, bk
ch v, If this good man had an enthu-
siasm, or what the vulgar call a bhind
side itwasthis 1869 Spurgeon, John
Ploughman, ch xxt, In the hope of
getting on the parson’s blind stde when
the blankets were given away at
Chnstmas
5 A pebble and a diamond are alske to
ablind man 1732 Fuller, No 340
6 As one Ylind man said to another,
let’s behold ourselves 1612  Shelton,
Quixote, Pt 1 bk 1v ch w1694
D'Urfey, Quxote, Pt I Act V sc n
1869 Hazhtt, 258 Let me see, as the
blind man said
7 As the blind man catchelh the hare
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1638 Taylor (Water-Poet), Buil, Beare,
10 m Works, 3rd coll (Spens S}, A
blinde man may be taken with a hare
(purposely reversed} 1659 W Cole,
1 Harl Miscell ,1v 309 (1745), And so
they are as capable to do equity theremn,
as a blind man to shoot a hare

8 As the blind man shot the crow
1546 Heywood, Proverbs, Pt 1T ch 1x,
As the blind man casts his staffe, or
shootes the crow 1605 Armn, Foole
vpon Foole, 11 (Grosart), Yet now and
then a blinde man may it a crow
1732 Fuller, No 1393 1830 Forby,
Vocab E Awngla, 428, Hitty-missy, as
the blind man shot the crow

g As wary as a blind horse
Fuller, No 745

10 Better to be bland than to see 1l
1640 Herbert, Jac Prudentum

1r Bhindasabat 1639 Clarke, 52,
As blind as a bat at noone ¢ 1780 1n
Poems on Costume, 262 (Percy S),
Which makes her as blind as a bat
1889 J Nicholson, Folk Speech E
Yorks, 16

12 Bhndasabeele 1549 Latumer,
Seven Sermons, go (Arber), In this
wysdome he 1s as blynd as a beatel
1647 1n Polit Ballads, 47 (Percy S),
Jack Maynard 1s a loyall blade, yet
bhind as any beetle Before 1704 T
Brown, Works, 1 236 (r760) 1786
Mrs Cowley, Sch for Greybeards, V 1,
Oh, what a beetle, what a blind bat
Thavebeen! 1860 Reade, Clotsier and
Hearth, ¢ch 1 1881 Evans, Lews
Words, 102 (EDS), “ As blind as a
beetle ” 15 a very common simile, the
cockchafer being the beetle referred to
1892 Heslop, Northumb Words, 60
(EDS), Bittle, a beetle, or wooden
beater for beating flax or linen clothes
*“ As blind as a brttle,” a very common
expresston

13 Blind asabuzzard [1377 Lang-
land Plowman, B, x 267, T rede eche
a_blynde bosarde] 1577 Kendall,
Flow of Epigr, 143 (Spens S ), When
buzzard blynd thou canst not see what
15 before “thy feete 168r Otway,
Soldser's Fortune, IV m , I'll weep
tll blind as buzzard 1730 Bailey,
Eng Duct, sv “Buzzard} A stupd

1732
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“senseless fellow; as a blind buzzard.
1823: Moor, Suffolk Words, 61, We have
the phrase “as blind as a buzzard.”
1886: Swainson, Folk-Lore of Brit.
Birds, 133 (F.L.S.), The saying . . .
‘“ as blind as a buzzard ”’ does not refer
to the bird of that name, which is
extremely quick-sighted, but rather to
the beetle, from the buzzing sound of
its flight.

14. Blind as a mole. 1584: B. R,,
Euterpe, 68 (Lang), In the water as
blinde as a moale. 1658: Willsford,
Natures Secrets, 2, When they are as
blind as moles. 1785: Wolcot, in
Works, i. 84 (1795). 1823: Scott,
Peveril, ch. xxxii.

15. Blind George. See quots. 1633:
Jounson, Tale of a Tub, II. i., That
I would fain zee, quoth the blind George
of Holloway. 1678: Ray, 268, That
would I fain see, said blind George of
Hollowee. Cf. Nos. 3 and 18.

16. Blind harpers. See Have among

ou.

17. Blind horse.
also Afterthought.

18. Blind Hugh. See quots. 1533:
J. Heywood, Pardoner and Friar, in
Hazlitt, 0ld Plays, i. 232 (1874), Marry
that I would see, quod blind Hew.
1639: in Berkeley MSS., iii. 30 (1885),
I w'ud I c’ud see’t, ka’ blind Hugh.
1738: Swift, Polite Convers., Dial. L.,
Would I could see it, quoth blind Hugh.
Cf. Nos. 3 and 15.

19. Blind man’s holiday. 1599:
Nashe, Lenten Stujffe, in Works, v. 263
(Grosart), What will not blinde Cupid
doe in the night which is his blindmans
holiday? 1690: New Dict. Canting
Crew, sig. B6, Blind-man’s-holiday,
when it is too dark to see to work.
1738: Swift, Polife Convers., Dial. III.
1828: Carr, Craven Dialect,i. 38. 1891:
Q.-Couch, Noughts and Crosses, 109,
Day was breakin’—a sort of blind man’s
holiday.

20. Blind whelps. See Hasty bitch.

21. He's so blind he can’t see a hole
through a ladder, or, the holes of a sieve.
1620: Shelton, Quixofe, Pt. IL. ch. i,
How blind is he that sees not light
through the bottom of a meal-sieve!

See Nos. g and 26;
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1694: D’'Urfey, Quixote, Pt. 1. Act 1.
sc. i. [the holes of a sieve]. 1864:
‘“ Cornish Proverbs,” in N. & ., 3rd
ser., vi. 494, He’s so blind he can’t see
a hole through a nine-foot ladder.

22. It is a blind man’s question fo ask,
why those things are loved which are
beautiful. 1855: Bohn, 426.

23. Men are blind in their own cause.
1546: Heywood, Proverbs, Pt. I1. ch. v.,
Folk oft tymes are most blind in their
owne cause. 1683: Meriton, Yorkshire
Ale, 85 (1697), Men are blind in their
awn cause,

24. None are so blind as those that
will not see. 1547: Borde, Brev. of
Helthe, bk. ii. fo. vi vo, Who is blynder
than he yt wyl nat se. 1670: Ray, 64,
Who so blind as he that will not see?
1671: Westm. Drollery, 20 (Ebsworth),
Ther's none so blind As those that will
not see. 1738: Swift, Polite Convers.,
Dial. III. 1859: Sala, Twice Round the
Clock, 3 a.m., Homer not unfrequently
nods in Scotland Yard. * None are so
blind as those that won't see,” whisper
the wicked.

25. The blind man’s wife needs no
painting.  1659: Howell, Proverbs:
Span.-Eng., 4. 1670: Ray, 3. 1732:
Fuller, No. gg2.

26. To a blind hwrse a nod is as good as
a wink. 1802: in Dor. Wordsworth’s
Journal, i. 129 (Knight), A wink’s as
good as a nod with some folks. 1822:
Scott, Nigel, ch. xxv., Let me hear from
you to-morrow. Good night, good
night—a nod is as good as a wink.
1842: Barham, Ing. Legends, 2nd ser.:
* Old Woman Clothed in Grey.” 18g4:
Northall, Folk Phrases of Four Countes,
6 (E.D.S.). 1926: Phillpotts, Peacock
House, 147, So a nod’s as good as a
wink, Joe.

27. What matters it to a blind man,
that his father could sec? 1855: Bohn,
555-

Blind, subs. 1. The blind e;;t [;naqy
a fly. c. 1430: Lydgate, Ballade, in
Skggt's Clzzg?cn, vi g295, The blind et
many a fly. Before 1529: Skelton, in
Works, 1. 213 {(Dyce), But, as the man
sayes, The blynde eteth many a fiye.
1609: Rowlands, Whole Crew of Kind
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Gossips 19 (Hunt Cl) 1671 Head
and Kirkman, English Rogue, 1 88
1732 Fuller, No 4428 1881 Evans,
Leics Words, 300 (EDS), Bind t’ th’
eye Eats many a fly
2 When the blsnd leads the blind, both
fall wnto the diich [Luke w1 39]
¢ 1450 1n Relig Antigne, 1 238 (1843),
For now the bysom [bhnd] ledys the
blynde 1583 Melbanche, Philohinus,
s1g Y1, In the ditch falls the blind that
1s led by the bind 1699 Farquhar,
Love and a Bottle, V 1, When the blind
leads the blind, no wonder they both
fall into—matrimony 1712 Motteux
Quivote Pt I1 ch xm
See also Kingdom (2)
Blindworm  See Adder
Blister on one’s tongue, A 1732
Fuller No 1127, Common fame {==har]
hath a blister on 1ts tongue 1738
Swift, Polite Convers , Dial 1,1 have a
blister on my tongue, yet I don'’t
remember I told a lye
Blood 1 Blood 1s thicker than water
[1412-20 Lydgate, Troy Book, bk m
I 2071, For naturelly blod will ay of
kynde Draw vn-to blod, wher he may
it fynde] 1857 Hughes, Tom Broun
Pt T ch 1, With them there 1s nothing
hke the Browns, to the third and fourth
generation  “‘ Blood 1s thicker than
water,’ 18 one of therr pet sayings
1871 G Elot, Middlemarch, ch xxxn
2 Blood without groats s nothing
1665 J Wilson, Projectors, 11, He
compares ‘em [great matches] to
an 1l pudding—all blood and no fat
1670 Ray, 166, He hath good bloud if
he had but groats to hum  Cheshire
Good parentage if he had but wealth
1732 Fuller, No 1703, Good blood
makes poor pudding without suet
1825 Brockett, Gloss of N Country
Words 87, Hence the northern pro-
verb,* blood without groatsisnothmng,”
meaming that family without fortune 1s
of no consequence ~ 1828 Carr, Craven
Dialect, 1 200 1917 Bndge, Cheshire
Proverbs 68 [as 1n 1670]
3 Human blood 1s all of a colour
1732 Fuller, No 2560
4 The blood of the martyrs 1s the seed
of the church = [Semen’ est sangws
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Chnstianorum ~—Tertullian, Apologet 1§
1630 T Adams, Works, 205, So the
bloud of martyrs seedes the church
Before 1680 Butler, Remains, 1 135
(1759), The ancient churches, and the
best, By thewr own martyrs blood
mcreas'd 1746 Foundl Hosp for Wi,
No III,p 41

5 You can't get blood (or water) out of
astone  [Nam tuaquam a pumice nunc
postulas, Qui 1ipsus sitiat —Plautus,
Pers, T 1 42] 1599 J Weever,
Epigrammes, 17 (1911), For who'le
wrest water from a flintie stone? 1666
Tornano, Piazza Univ , 161, There's no
getting of bloud out of that wall 1836
Marryat Japhet, ch 1v, I have often
heard 1t said, there’s no getting blood
outofaturnip 1865 Dickens, Mutual
Friend, bk 1v ¢h xv 1917 Bndge,
Cheshire Proverbs, 158, You cannot
whip bloed out of a post

Blossom  That which doth blossom in
the spring, will bring forth frust n the
autumn 1633 Draxe,13 1670 Ray,
3 1732 Fuller, No 3544, No autumn-
frut without spring-blossoms

Blot 1 A blot 1s no blot t:1l 1t be Mt
A ‘' blot " mn backgammon 1s an exposed
prece which 1s liable to capture 1664
J Wilson, The Cheats, V 1, I will join
with you 1n anything, provided always
you carry 1t prudently, for fear of
scandal A blot 1s no blot till 1t be nt
1712 Motteux Quixote, Pt II ch xlm
1820 Scott, Fam Letters, n g7 (1804),
But then a blot 1s not a blot f1ll hut

2 Cleansng a blot wiih blolted fingers
maketh a greater blur 1732 Fuller,
No 1112

Blosy, nerh 1 Bloa deawl, the aweve
wind the better boat 1724 Defoe, Tour,
Lett II, p 13 [aited as ** a rude sailor’s
proverb’}

2 Blow first and sip aftervards
1678 Ray, 103 1732 Fuller, No

95

3 Blow out the marrow and throw the
bone to the dogs 1678 Ray, 34

4 Blow, Smith, and you'll get money
1732 Fuller, No 997

5 Blow the wind hgh, or blow the
wind low, It bloweth good to Hawley's
hoe  Plymouth 1849 Halhwell, Pop
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Rhymes, 194. 1897: Norway, H. and
B. in Devon, elc., 115 {with ** still ”* for
“good,” and ““hawe ” for “ hoe ”].

6. Blow thy own pottage and not mine.
1732 Fuller, No. gg8.

7. He can't neither blow nor strike. A
blacksmith’s description of a useless
person. 1926: Devonsh. Assoc. Trans.,
Ivii. 152.

8. He that blows in the dust fills his
eyes with it. 1640: Herbert, Jac. Pru-
dentum. 1694: D’'Urfey, Quixote, Pt. 1.
Act IV. sc. 1., He that blows in the dust
will make himself blind. 1732: Fuller,
No. 2048.

9. To blow at the coal. c¢. 1350: Rolle
de Hampole, Prose Treatises, No. xi,
P- 33 (E.E.T.S.), Bot habyde and suffire
a while, and go blawe at the fyre, that
es, first do thi werkes, and go than
allane to thi prayers and thi medita-
cyons. c¢. 1380: Sir Ferumbras, 74
(E.E.T.S.), We haue a game in this
contray to blowen atte glede [the
“game’’ is described in the text,
W. 2230-43). 1485: Caxton, Charles the
Grete, 119 (E.E.T.S.), By my fayth, syr
duc, ye can wel playe and blowe atte
cole. ¢. 1530: Detection . . . of Dice
Play, 6 (Percy S.), Let them that be
acold blow the coals, for I am already
on the sure side. 1633: Draxe, 29,
Let him that is cold blow at the coale.
1694: Terence made English, 13, Were
it not much better to try if ye can put
that love out of your head, than to
indulge your passion thus, stand blow-
ing o' the cole, and to no purpose
neither. 1732: Fuller, No. 3184, Let
him that is cold blow the fire. 1837:
Mrs. Palmer, Devonsh. Dialect, 31, To
blow a coal, is to make mischief or sow
dissension between neighbours.

10. To blow hot and cold. [Simul
flare sorbereque haud factu facilest.—
Plautus, Most., 791.] 1577: Grange,
Golden Aphroditis, sig. D2, Out of one
mouthe commeth bothe hotte and colde.
1619: H. Hutton, Follies Anat., 12
(Percy S.), Which, Gnato like, doth
blowe both hot and cold. 1692:
L’Estrange, Zsop, 219 (3rd ed.), The
old adage of blowing hot and cold;
which is taken for the mark and

Blue

character of a dissembler.