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Scandal in South Korea Over Nuclear Revelations

Jeon Heon-Kyun/European Pressphoto Agency

A nuclear plant being constructed in Ulsan, South Korea (below). Questionable components are
installed in 14 of its 23 nuclear plants.
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[Excerpts]

SEQOUL, South Korea — Like Japan, resource-poor South Korea has long relied on nuclear
power to provide the cheap electricity that helped build its miracle economy. For years, it met

one-third of its electricity needs with nuclear power, similar to Japan’s level of dependence
before the 2011 disaster at its Fukushima plant.
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Now, a snowballing scandal in South Korea about bribery and faked safety tests for critical plant
equipment has highlighted yet another similarity: experts say both countries’ nuclear programs
suffer from a culture of collusion that has undermined their safety. Weeks of revelations about
the close ties between South Korea’s nuclear power companies, their suppliers and testing
companies have led the prime minister to liken the industry to a mafia.

The scandal started after an anonymous tip in April prompted an official investigation.
Prosecutors have indicted some officials at a testing company on charges of faking safety tests
on parts for the plants. Some officials at the state-financed company that designs nuclear power
plants were also indicted on charges of taking bribes from testing company officials in return for
accepting those substandard parts.

Worse yet, investigators discovered that the questionable components are installed in 14 of South
Korea’s 23 nuclear power plants. The country has already shuttered three of those reactors
temporarily because the questionable parts used there were important, and more closings could
follow as investigators wade through more than 120,000 test certificates filed over the past
decade to see if more may have been falsified.
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Hanul Nuclear Power Plant, 6 Reactors
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Wolseong Nuclear Power Plant, 2 + 4 reactors
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Kori Nuclear Power Plant, 1 + 2 + 4 reactors
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Hanbit Nuclear Power Plant, 6 reactors
http://goo.gl/maps/3uvLZ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanbit Nuclear Power Plant

| e A Google earth

\
o “4)\1'



http://goo.gl/maps/3uvLZ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanbit_Nuclear_Power_Plant

