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Boris fails to deliver and outright lies

On Monday 14 June, Boris Johnson reneged on the return to normal life from Monday 21 June. In order to justify this

further assault on the country a crisis had to be manufactured. The real world data simply does not support what the

prime minister claims.

The reasoning for going back on his ‘one-way road to freedom’ promise was given in percentages because the absolute

figures are so negligible: “And that is why we are so concerned by the Delta variant that is now spreading faster than the

third wave predicted in the February roadmap. We’re seeing cases growing by about 64% per week, and in the worst

affected areas, it’s doubling every week. And the average number of people being admitted to hospital in England has

increased by 50% week on week, and by 61%in the North West, which may be the shape of things to come. Because we know

the remorseless logic of exponential growth and even if the link between infection and hospitalisation has been weakened it

has not been severed”.

Let’s analyse this word salad one sentence at a time.

1. “The Delta variant that is now spreading faster than the third wave predicted in the February roadmap.” 

Current hospital numbers are below every one of the predictions from SAGE for this stage of the roadmap. All the

predictions include a vaccination effect with the lowest prediction based on not opening until every adult was

vaccinated.

Manufacturing a crisis
June 17, 2021 (https://www.hartgroup.org/boris-lies/)



https://www.hartgroup.org/boris-lies/


21/06/2021 Manufacturing a crisis – HART

https://www.hartgroup.org/boris-lies/ 2/5

Figure 1: Actual hospital admissions compared to SAGE predictions: Graph from Spectator

(https://data.spectator.co.uk/city/national)

2. “We’re seeing cases growing by about 64% per week, and in the worst affected areas, it’s doubling every week.”

The 64% growth was true for a period. Had it been sustained there would have been over 11,000 cases reported on 14

June. There were fewer than 8,000 and these cases are simply positive tests, an artefact of testing, not people ill

enough to be admitted to hospital.

The worst hit areas of Bolton, Bedford and Blackburn and Darwen had peak cases on 7 or 8 June and cases have been

falling since. Cases are rising in other areas but there is no reason to think they won’t follow the same trajectory as

those areas hit first.

Figure 2: Cases in UK compared to a 64% weekly growth rate showing actual cases deviating from that growth rate

since 6 June. 

3. “The average number of people being admitted to hospital in England has increased by 50% week on week, and by 61%

in the North West”

This is a lie. There has been a single increase in hospital admissions of 47%. It is simply not true to say the increase has

been evident “week on week.” 
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Week ending

(date comparison in
brackets)

Numbers admitted to hospital in England
with COVID-19

Total number patients in hospital in England
with COVID-19

8 May (9 Sept) 607 (392) 948 (557)

15 May (16 Sept) 540 (634) 810 (929)

22 May (23 Sept) 574 (1123) 730 (1439)

29 May (30 Sept) 602 (1702) 748 (2180)

5 June (7 Oct) 679 (1994) 782 (3066)

12 June (14 Oct) 1000 (4334)  915 (4313)

There are more hospitals in the UK than COVID-19 patients currently in hospital. The equivalent data for Autumn 2020

(in brackets in the above table) shows rapid growth the like of which the government is trying to pretend is happening

currently. It is critical to note that (due to discharges) the rise in admissions is not translating into a rise in the number

of patients in hospital, which has only increased by 17% in the last week. In fact, at the end of May/beginning of June,

admissions and discharges were pretty much in balance and back in April discharges exceeded admissions, despite the

dire warnings from SAGE about the re-opening of pubs and schools.

It is clear that the rise in the North West is nothing like what happened in September 2020.

Figure 3: COVID-19 patients in hospital in Autumn 2020 (black line) compared to Summer 2021 (red line).

He concluded the decision saying, “And since today I cannot say that we have met all four tests for proceeding with step

four, I do think it is sensible to wait just a little longer.”

It is not possible to meet the requirements of the four tests. They were designed to be unattainable. With the amount of

testing being carried out cases cannot fall below the required level due to the baseline false positive rate; with endemic

disease combined with a number of false positives, R will always fluctuate close to  1 and there will always be the excuse

of a new variant to be concerned about.

The BBC went a step further, illustrating the rise in cases with a distorted scale. The logarithmic scale used on this

graph has been chosen to manipulate people into thinking there is a significant rise and that the number has doubled

more than once. A linear scale shows the reality.
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Figure 4: BBC graph of case numbers with distorted scale compared to a linear scale.

When real world data cannot be used, the government is quick to turn to modelled data, which can say whatever you

want it to say, by altering the assumptions it is based on.

The modellers at Warwick

(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/993510/S1287_

SPI-M-O_Summary_Roadmap_step_4.pdf) continue to predict a summer wave with over 2,500 hospital admissions

per day. What has been ignored is that they also predict there will be zero admissions per day come November 2021. Are

people, who predict zero admissions in autumn from a seasonal respiratory virus, to be trusted?

Graph from SPI-M-O: Summary of further modelling of easing restrictions – Roadmap Step 4

(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/993510/S1287_

SPI-M-O_Summary_Roadmap_step_4.pdf).

The final attempt to stoke fear was a prediction of a large number of deaths. Hancock was quoted this week as saying

that in March 2020 they were warned 820,000 people in the UK would die in a worst case scenario. Imperial’s own,

pessimistic estimates for the infection fatality ratio at that time was 0.9%. In order for there to be 820,000 deaths,

there would have needed to be 91 million infections. More than a third of us would have to catch it twice. This was

widely (https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/coronavirus-matt-hancock-spanish-flu-b1863279.html)

reported with no qualification as to how very wrong that figure is based on what we have learnt since January 2020.

The modellers have been proven wrong time and time again and yet the government is still believing every word of it.

The emperor has no clothes.
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 Science without debate is dogma (https://www.hartgroup.org/science-without-debate-censorship/)

COVID-19 is becoming more mild  (https://www.hartgroup.org/covid-19-is-becoming-more-mild/)
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