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Included in this week’s bulletin:

Too many rules – restrictions are opaque at best and satirically absurd at worst 

Hundreds of thousands gather for protest – huge crowds march through London 

Covid crisis in India – the distressing reports must be seen in context 

No end in sight – Covid Marshall jobs to continue into 2022 and beyond 

Legal updates – progress on a number of ongoing challenges 

Open letter from scientists – leading academics call for an end to restrictions 

The BPS defends Susan Michie – political ideology continues to sti�e scienti�c debate

Too many rules
Restrictions are opaque at best and satirically absurd at worst

Decades of evidence on viral seasonality, acquired immunity, prior immunity are being ignored, with those in charge

claiming that the virus will wreak havoc if we go about our normal lives. Many people agree that, on some level, the

rules don’t make any sense. And yet still they remain.

A trip to the park for a care home resident (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/arrangements-for-visiting-

out-of-the-care-home/visits-out-of-care-homes) results in 14 days of isolation while quarantining. Wedding

receptions (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-

partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships) can only be celebrated outside with

up to 15 people. Meanwhile, 30 people can attend an indoor funeral

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-during-the-

coronavirus-pandemic/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic). What

possible logical or scienti�c underpinning do such mandates have? Texans have been going happily about their lives

for many weeks, with no deleterious e�ects, yet here in the UK there shall be no music or dancing at a wedding.

Holidays are not allowed, but you can travel for a ‘reasonable excuse’ which includes preparing a second home to rent

(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-declaration-form-for-international-travel). A handy loophole

for people wealthy enough to own a second property abroad. No evidence for variants crossing borders or one variant

being more vicious and deadly than any other has ever been presented. The idea was simply repeated in the media and

then assumed to be ‘the science’. This does not make (https://www.hartgroup.org/mutant-variants/) it so.

When scrutinising the extensive guidelines, while also noting the stark lack of a coronavirus ‘crisis’ in the UK for some

months, one starts to feel uneasy about abuse of power. Are rights really going to be graciously returned, unless public

pressure grows? How long will the government continue to ‘get away with it’, as Professor Neil Ferguson �rst

suggested (https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/people-don-t-agree-with-lockdown-and-try-to-undermine-the-

scientists-gnms7mp98) in March 2020?

Hundreds of thousands gather for protest
Huge crowds march through London

You won’t have seen much coverage of it on the mainstream news, but huge crowds marched through central London

on Saturday 24 April to protest COVID-19 restrictions. It was possibly the biggest protest since the Iraq War march in

2003, when police estimated attendance to be well in excess of 750,000 people. You can judge the numbers for yourself

from these aerial shots (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
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app=desktop&v=TLHOjsuy7FY&fbclid=IwAR2�96LVFzEx_TyW3drrDGWihOncxyY-

fRl6OXKgTsgp4p1YjIfs0EkiwQ) and this time lapse (https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=CN8rEHyFI7E). Meanwhile, this BBC editor (https://twitter.com/mwendling/status/1385993295529185280) said

there were 5k – 10k at most.

Detractors were quick to condemn the event on Twitter even though there is little evidence of transmission occurring

outside – as con�rmed recently on Radio 4 by SAGE advisor Professor John Edmonds. You can listen to his interview

here; from 13:50 (https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09f0x1c). And why should outdoor gatherings be a problem? As

the Chief Medical O�cer and Chief Scienti�c O�cer explained to the Science & Technology Committee back on 9

March (https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/1845/html/): “It is the case that it is di�cult to see how things

like large beach gatherings and so on can cause a spike. The same was the case in a protest march in New York; they did

not really see any spikes after that”. It is now the end of April.

No end in sight
Covid Marshall jobs to continue into 2022 and beyond

Despite the fact that there is currently no pandemic in this country

(https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/04/22/covid-pandemic-britain/), authorities do not seem to be acting as if

they are going to deliver the promised return to normality on 21 June. As an example, multiple councils across the UK

are advertising for Covid Marshal jobs… that start in July. They include Hertfordshire County Council who are

advertising a £3 million deal to supply marshals until 31 January

(https://www.contracts�nder.service.gov.uk/notice/839fe8e5-0e12-4631-b152-ee141aec9638) with the possibility of

extending the contract until 2023. SAGE certainly seems determined to keep restrictions going, as noted in the minutes

of their most recent meeting

(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/�le/979612/S1186_

SAGE_86_Minutes.pdf): “As settings reopen, prevention measures will be important, e.g.… use of face coverings,

physical distancing, adherence to quarantine, and encouraging vaccination.”

Covid crisis in India
The distressing reports must be seen in context

The reports from India are very distressing, especially if you have family or friends living there. But should the

situation there be impacting on pandemic management in the UK? The answer surely must be no and yet somehow

India’s ‘double mutant’, as previously the Brazil ‘variant’ or a third wave from Europe ‘washing up on our shores’,

feature highly on the continued government and media message of fear. As we outlined in our brie�ng last week,

variants are not extraordinary, nor are they necessarily cause for alarm.
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The death rate in India has been rising very rapidly in recent weeks but this must be seen in the context of population

size. There would normally be 27,000 deaths per day from all causes. As the above graph shows, the UK has had much

higher daily deaths per million than has been seen so far in India. Commentators have been surprised that India has

done so well to date and this may have provided some false reassurance, but sadly India is now seeing the typical rapid

rise in cases seen this time last year in Europe when we were experiencing the �rst wave. For any country this presents

a huge challenge to health services but for low and middle income countries this is even harder.

The data (https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus#coronavirus-country-pro�les) shows the situation varies widely

between di�erent areas of the country and it is hopeful that Delhi, where cases have been rising rapidly, may just be

beginning to turn the corner such that deaths should start to reduce a couple of weeks later. It is perhaps unfortunate

that the WHO had recently advised against Ivermectin, which previously had been deployed very successfully in Uttar

Pradesh and several other states. Its use in the community has now been approved by the All India Institute of Medical

Sciences (https://covid.aiims.edu/clinical-guidance-for-management-of-adult-covid-19-patients/) since 22 April.

HART was very pleased to see that ventilators and in particular oxygen concentrators have been �own out to India

from the UK today.

Legal update
Progress on a number of ongoing challenges

Two weeks ago we reported (https://www.hartgroup.org/16-april-2021/) on a number of legal challenges. Here is the

latest:

A hearing in this test case on masks in school (https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-masks-in-schools/) (at

which the claimant seeks an injunction to prevent continuing harm pending a full hearing) is being heard this

Friday (30 April).
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News is expected imminently (https://twitter.com/Sacha_Lord/status/1387113966137118725?s=20) on the UK

hospitality industry’s challenge (https://www.bighospitality.co.uk/Article/2021/04/07/Government-stalling-

tactics-fail-as-Sacha-Lord-s-High-Court-case-against-delayed-reopening-of-hospitality-expediated) to its

unfair treatment compared to retail.

There is extremely disturbing news in relation to the Weimar Family Court

(http://www.fuzzydemocracy.eu/francais/rubrique1.html) decision prohibiting two schools from requiring pupils

to wear face coverings of any kind, from imposing social distancing and from testing pupils. It has been reported

(https://2020news.de/en/house-warrant-executed-on-weimar-judge-for-political-reasons/) that the judge in

that case has had his house, o�ce, and car searched by police, and his cell phone con�scated. Democracies rely on

an independent judiciary as an essential check on the exercise of excessive or inappropriate powers by government

and this development, together with the powerful censorship of alternative viewpoints currently being

experienced in many nations, is immensely concerning.

The renowned defense attorney retained by the judge has described the police’s actions as unfounded

(https://www.focus.de/politik/ermittlungen-wegen-rechtsbeugung-razzia-bei-masken-richter-aus-weimar-

haus-durchsucht-handy-sichergestellt_id_13234593.html). A Leipzig-based lawyer has claimed that judicial

independence in Germany has been “cleared away without the blink of an eye”, and called for “a wave of protest

from all bar associations, Judges’ associations and professional colleagues”.

Open letter from scientists
Leading academics call for an end to restrictions

Twenty-two leading academic scientists and doctors have written an open letter

(https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9507449/Scientists-say-vaccines-cut-deaths-98-call-end-

restrictions.html) to the Government, accusing Ministers and advisers of exaggerating the threat from COVID-

19. Signatories include Professor Carl Heneghan from University of Oxford and Professor Robert Dingwall, a member of

NERVTAG – the government advisory group.

“We are being told, simultaneously, that we have successful vaccines and that major restrictions on everyday life must

continue inde�nitely. Both propositions cannot be true.” They called for an end to all restrictions in June. In particular

they mentioned ending social distancing and mask wearing in schools and in the community. There is no current

strategy for when these will end. They called for mass testing and vaccine passports to stop. Finally, they emphasised

the need to prepare the NHS for the coming winter, when respiratory viruses have a seasonal peak as well as COVID-19.

The BPS defends Susan Michie
Political ideology continues to sti�e scienti�c debate

The British Psychological Society (BPS) – the lead organisation for psychological specialists in the UK – has issued

a statement (https://bit.ly/3xpual7) in defence of Professor Susan Michie, an in�uential behavioural scientist and

SAGE member, following recent disclosures about her in the news media. The Daily Mail story

(https://bit.ly/3xsrBPn) had referred to her wealth and her longstanding membership of the British Communist Party.

Within 48 hours of the o�ending article, the BPS broadcast their ‘unanimous support’ for Michie and denounced the

criticisms on the grounds that they did not ‘engage with the science’ but were an example of ‘shooting the messenger’.

While HART believes it is laudable for a professional organisation to promptly defend one of its members from ad

hominem attacks, the BPS statement conveys double standards and encapsulates much that is wrong with the

mainstream response to the COVID-19 crisis.



https://twitter.com/Sacha_Lord/status/1387113966137118725?s=20
https://www.bighospitality.co.uk/Article/2021/04/07/Government-stalling-tactics-fail-as-Sacha-Lord-s-High-Court-case-against-delayed-reopening-of-hospitality-expediated
http://www.fuzzydemocracy.eu/francais/rubrique1.html
https://2020news.de/en/house-warrant-executed-on-weimar-judge-for-political-reasons/
https://www.focus.de/politik/ermittlungen-wegen-rechtsbeugung-razzia-bei-masken-richter-aus-weimar-haus-durchsucht-handy-sichergestellt_id_13234593.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9507449/Scientists-say-vaccines-cut-deaths-98-call-end-restrictions.html
https://bit.ly/3xpual7
https://bit.ly/3xsrBPn


01/05/2021 29 April 2021 – HART

https://www.hartgroup.org/29-april-2021/#BPS 5/6

 Vaccination certi�cates – impact on the high street (https://www.hartgroup.org/vaccination-certi�cates-high-street/)

On 6 January, 2021, 46 psychologists and therapists sent a letter (https://bit.ly/3fSxVtf) to the BPS raising serious

ethical concerns about the Michie-inspired covert psychological ‘nudges’ (including the use of fear in�ation and

shaming) underpinning the Government’s coronavirus communication strategy. The letter asserted that it was morally

questionable to deliberately in�ict emotional distress on people as a means of gaining their compliance, and that this

tactic may have signi�cantly contributed to excess non-COVID deaths. The BPS has yet to address these ethical

questions, and will not consider them until June at the earliest: two days to respond to a personal attack on a leading

BPS �gure, 112 days (and counting) to respond to the charge of pervasive psychological and physical harms to British

citizens.

Also, the BPS statement repeatedly references ‘the science’ as if it is synonymous with the unprecedented public health

restrictions, illustrating how this term has been habitually abused throughout the pandemic. While Michie’s

behavioural strategies of in�uence are evidence based, lockdowns (https://www.hartgroup.org/lockdowns-do-they-

work/?swcfpc=1) and mandatory masks (https://www.hartgroup.org/masks/?swcfpc=1) for the healthy are not.

Furthermore, any expert expressing alternative views that challenge these authoritarian, China-inspired restrictions

often endure personal attacks on their characters and false accusations that they are prioritising libertarian values over

saving lives, or – as per the BPS statement – giving ‘greater weight to individual freedoms and economic activity than

public health protection’. Like many professional bodies across the health and education sectors, the BPS is guilty of

allowing their dominant political ideology to sti�e scienti�c debate. After all, we all want the same thing: an open

exchange of ideas to shape a public health response that achieves total harm minimisation.
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