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INTRODUCTION:

The idea for this little publication has been brewing for some time.lNow,
at last,and thanks to the willingness of the management council of BUFORA —
the British UFO Research Association,it has finally appeared.The plan is to
provide you with a review of what happened in the UFO world during 1985. In
this sense we have sections on news,research projects,significant cases,new
theoretical insights and key publications of the year.

None of these things are comprehensive.There are bound to be omissions ,
doubtless some significant ones.The content may also suffer from a degree of
selectivity.This is an experimental issue,but I hope it will be a trial run
for the future, BUFORA,and I,would both be delighted if THE UFO WORLD becomes
an annual event each spring or early summer,However,that very largely depends
upon the success of this issue.We are not looking for proffits — and we have
skimped a2 bit on presentation to give you the most information for the least
costyin the belief that this is what you would have wanted.But it remains tobe
seen whether you want THE UFO WORLD '87 to appear - and,naturally,if you do
then tell usi

Hany of you may feel that something important from your country is not in-—
cluded in this issue.Indeed that your nation does not ewen rate a mention! Or
you may feel there were other things that should have been included instead
of what is in here.There is a simple way to ensure your wishes are granted in
the next edition.1986 (the subject of that next edition) is already half over.
Collate,report and send material NOW for THE UFO WORLD '87.You have seen the
format, Tou have seen what we need.We are always open to ideas.Put a few hund—
red words about what is going on in your neck of the woods will make all the
difference.,

Of course,it goes without saying that this publication would never have
avpeared without the contributions of all those people named within.To them 2
very heart-felt thank you is offered and is well deserved.I do not want to
pick out individuals because there will already be some not named in the text
who deserve to be.If they are missing (probably because they were too modest
to name themselves in submissions) then I am sorry.However,one man does require -
a special mention — Hilary Evans.Without his efforts,gathering data from his
many Europeen colleagues this would have ¥een a much smaller first attempt.

To end on a very sad note.As I was finalising the last pages of this pub-
lication I heard the news that Dr.J.Allen Hynek had died,following a thank -
fully not too protracted illness.His neme is known to UFO researchers every-
where.As one who had the great honour to meet him several times and enjoy the
incomparable honesty,friendship and sheer glow of both himself,Mimi and his
children I feel the loss even more than I would have done.Without doubt Allen
was the greatest UFO champion the world has had,is the best ambassador we still
have, His name will Yive forever through the things he did and said.I lmow
this presentation of what is good about the UFO world is exactly the kind of
thing that he stood for and I feel no reservation in dedicating this first
issue fto the only Ufologist about whom the adjective 'irreplacable' ji!nulﬂih' app-
lies.

Rest well,Allen., We shall continue the strugdle for truth. a;_n(j (QMJK%
/
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

AUSTRALT A

The arrival of Halley's Comet sent many eyes gazing skyward for the very
firgt time,Paul Norman reports.However,few UF0 sightings resulted.There we—
re quite a number of misidentificationsjeg of satellites.One woman also se—
nt in a photograph of a '"spacesghip" that was eventually shown to be nothing
more spectacular than an aireraft contrail."I did not know they looked like
that" she replied.

Between July and September 1985 there was a major wave of gightings,whi-
ch involved high flying objects that drifted in view for several hours. An
aircraft from the RAAT was sent up to intercept and obtained photographs ,
later used to aid in the iflentification as a complex weather balloon. The
problem was that nobody took responsibility. However,computer plottins did
in the end trace the culprit thousands of miles to a French experiment that
had drifted across much of the Southern hemisphere.

On 5 September New South Wales premier,Neville Wran was "buzzed" in his
lishtplane by one of these objects.According to leading Australasian invest
-igator,Bill Chalker,"it was most likely an unidentified high altitude ball
—oon." He wrily commented;"This '"UFQ' may well have been sustained by 'hot
alr' - a vital ingredient of many of our politicians!"

Information supplied by:— Bill Chalker & Paul Neorman

—0=0—0—0-0~0—0~0—0—0~0-0—0—0~0—0=0~0=~

DENMARK:

Investisation in this country is handled by SUFOI (Seandinavian UFO Info-
rmation).They also produce what must be one of the most lavish journals in
the world - with the unfortunate Englehkile "UFO Nyt"! In its six issues a yeax
UFO-Nyt maintains a flossy 64 page format packed with photos.It also contaim
an invaluable function for many Ufologists — a summary of chief articles wri
—tten in English.

One of the great strengths of Danish UFO research is their abilitiy tolook
at supposedly "classic" cases and re-evaluate them.In 1985 it came good with
the publication of a devastating analysis of the famous Swedisgh photographic
case from Skillingaryd in May 1971.(UFC-Nyt 4/5, 1985)

25—year old Larg Thorn tock two daylight pictures of a typical disc-shaped
object beside a brick wall.Owing fo the startling nature of the imaes this
case has been hailed as one of the mosgt impressive of recent years and has
been promoted in severnl books (eg UFO REALITY, 1983 — where it is considered
{0 be genuine). This was primarily dme to the failure of the Research Dept.
of the Swedish Defence Ministry to discover an explanation.

However,diligent work by the group GICOFF revealed flaws.For example, not
all the neaatives had been made available by witness Thorn.The migsing ones
show what appears to be two car hub caps stuck together! The photographer
also claimed to see another UFQ later and take more pictures of it! A rare ev-
ent, tp say the least.
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Because the two photographs were not taken from exactly the same po-
sition, it proved pessible for fairly olose approximations to be made for

P e the size of the UFO.It turned out to be around

el :’\f‘f 4A0cm! Wires involved in the hoax were also now

\ @ l'\ —L | indicated. @COFF eventually succeeded in making
{),: 1, |a similar hoax picture using hub cabs and the

i - (T I~ |method that is believed to have been employed .
/ B : s 5

T %\LT This was carried out at the same place in Skill

ingaryd where the Lars Thorn photographs were taken,

This pattern of modern UFQ investigation often goes un-noticed by the
mediaywho worldwide assume that research groups exist to prove the reality
of little-green-men and fail to recognise the self-critical work that goes
on,Kim Mdller Hansen of SUFOI is a leader in this type of self-policing and
received a bursary in 1985, which is awarded amually to the UFO Tegearcher
consgidered to have contributed most to Danish field studies.

Hangen is also very strong on education.He believes that the public is
often miginformed abont the subject and deserves better.He wrote the only
1985 published UFO book,whose translated title is "UFO Cover—Up". However,
this title may be slizhtly misleading.It concerns the work undertakem in
Australia by Bill Chalker,when he was given surprise access to the RAAF UTO
archives.These did not reveal substantial evidence of any form of cover-up;
although they did produce much fascinating material on official U0 study in
that country. Whilst Chalker has produced papers in 1983 and 1984 for the
American and British literature this is the first book on the subject. That
it should come from Scandinavia says much about the level of interest which
the UFO phenomenon produces there.

It would not be true to say that Hansen is an outriht skeptic.lis re —
evaluation of the 7 January 1970 ‘classic’ -from Imjarvi in Finland, has
not destroyed the case.Quite the contrary, he says of it:— "the matter is
8till among the UF0s unexplained appearances.' Briefly two men were skiing
throuzsh trees when they observed a strance object in a clearing.A red- grey
fog making an odd humming noise descended to the ground with the object
ingide this.A tiny creature stoad within a shaft of light amidst the fog
and struck the men with a beam.One became paralysed down the side and had +o
be carried for medical attention.Both men suffered illness and doctors said
that their skin appeared to have been subjected to X-rays. = T
One of the curious aspects of this case is that after the| -
strange (yet credible) first report, the two witnesses be-
gan to claim many weird encounters, with countless UFOs &
a number of peculiar little figures. Taken alone these wo-
uld tend to place their story in jeopardy.However,there is : |
no obvious reason not to accept what they are saying. Thig &7 e
"suicide syndrome" - where witnesses tend to diminish their own credibility
is a remarkably vommon feature of the UFO phenomenon.

The major pro ject SUFOI worked on in 1985 was an attemnt to redefine the
parameters “UF0" and "UFO Report’ for international acceptance.Sixty pages of
draft material was compiled and they hope to produce a standard set of def-
initiong for the international UFO community during 1986.

Information supplied by:- Per Anderson,Flemming Rasmussen and Raya Erichsen,

=0 ~0—0—0—0—0=0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0=~0~
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FRANC BE:

It was no accident that the scientist portrayed by Stephen Spielberg in
his epic movie "Close Encounters of the Third Kind" (1977) is a Frenchman,
Ufolo gy in France is widely regarded as the most advanced in the world.

There are a nunber of reasons why this should be so.A principal one is
that France hosts the only government—sponsored and scientigt-—operated UFO
research group in the world.This team is GPAN (3tudy group into unidentified
aerospace phenomena).lt is a fairly low-key team based on the Space Centre
in Toulouse.But it does collect sishting reports investirated by the (endarm—
erie and conducts research into those it considers most interesting. Their
attitude would appear %to be that UF0s are a real phenomenon and not basically
of an hallucinatory nature. GEPAN published nothing in 1985.Indeed their last
publication was in 1983. Very little contact ensues with the private UFO comm-
unity.

This extraordinary official stance is very curiously offset by the civilian
UFO groups.In France they are undoubtedly amonsst the most cautious and skep-—
tical in the world.Indeed they were the home of what is sometimes called the
"New Ufolowy", or more specifically "The Psyche-Social" hypothesis.,

Fut very simply what this school of thoucht arsues is that all UFO reports
are poteniially reducible to either hoaxes or outricht hallucinations (rather
small in number),or misperception of ordinary thinszs.The 'grafting' of bizarre
elements onto stars,planets,aircraft etc is seen as the fundamental cause of a
whole range of superficially strange cases.The principal jugtifications they
uge for this concept are as follows:-—

(1) The wnexplained cases are very similar to the ones thal are explained.
(2) The UFO 'evidence' (e s photoaraphs) tends fo crumble under effective studj
(3) There is a widespread moderm myth abount extraterrestrial intervention.

(4) This myth has left UFO investisators far from critical and guided by the
"old men" brousht up in the belief of a gimantic cover—up of hidden proof

(5) UFO investisators are generally unfamiliar with processes well-kmown to
psycholo rists (eg sensory deprivation and perceptive illusions).

Thig form of approach to the UFO mystery has left many workers dispirited
and reduced in numbers.The enthusiasts have faded from the scene,The eritical
regearchers gee the media only interested in spacemen interpretations and
this has left them with very little room for maneuvre.

It is certainly ironic to find the govermment (even indirectly) supporting
the reality of UFOs,whilst private researchers are in the main effectively
arzuinz aspinst that! But this is the way of things in France.

French groups tend to be many,but small in numbers=There are also quite a
few committees formed to handle specific areas,They link together largely
throush amity (althomsh there is the FFU- the French UFO Federation -with more
formal ties).These committees produce much wark, including an annual 250 page
dociment that covers all main aspects of French UF0 analysis.The French are
indeed an academit lotl

There is one independant magazine,published bi-monthly.It uses the initials
LDLY (Lumiers dans la nuit) - which bas the most romantic title of any UFO
journal...Lights in the night. It is one of the oldest and gtill best-regarded
repositories of UFO case histories in the world.
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Independant researchers are very prominent in France.llichel lonnerie has
had two very important books in recent years that have yet to be ftr-nsglated
into English.His 1977 "And if the UFOs did not exist?" started the new wave
of sgkepticism.It was followed by the even more heretical "Shipwreck of the
Extra—terrestrials" in 1979.In 1985 the only book of any note to appear was
by the other stalwart Berirand Méheust (whose earlier work inspired the sci-
£i writer Tan Watson to his marvellous UFO epic "Miracle Visitors").Méheust's
new book "Flying Saucers and Folklore" is a bit of a throwback to the olden
days and Dr Jacques Vallde's famous classic "Passport to Magonia".It serves
1o draw analogies between UFO-Entity sishtings and folklore or witcheraft:-
even agpects such as ground traces,vehicle interference,witness effects and
abductions with time-loss. (xMercure de France,Paris)

Another book produced in the year was a smaller booklet in the French
University Press series "What do I know?" This one "Les OVNI" (OVNI being the
French equivalent of UFO) came from the FFU members Dorier and Troadec and
was criticised in France for beine out of date.By DBritish standards (according
to both editors of this publication,who have read it) the booklet forms an
excellent introduction to the different viewpoints on UFOs and ig far superior
to most volumes arriving out of English or American publishing houses.

However,the gkepticism and the fall off in interest for the new hard-line
Ufology has made it very difficult to market URO books in any couniry.And the
pinch hasg been felt in PFrance.Once it was possible to see dozens produced
each year and clock up tens of thousands of sales.Now there are hardly any new
workg and pitiful sales from those that do make it throuzh the barriers.

There is some nuts-and-bolts Ufolozy to counter the skeptics.Jean-Pierre
Petit 13 seekine to confirm an extra-terrestrial theory of UTFC origin by
proving that UFOs can be built usinz revolutionary principles of MHD (Mameto
Hydruo Dynamics).His work received sufficient attention from the govermment
for GPAN fo publish a special report on it in late 198l.However,he has been
very critical of this involvement and has recently described his experiments
at much lemgth in the Swiss journal OVNI-Présence [see Switzerland).Tuis is
extremely technical and hard to read unless you are fluent in French.But a
softer version appears (as a comic strip!) in his book "Le Mur du Silence"
("The Wall of Silence")

One of the features of French ufology is its annual meeting with RBritish
researchers. This weekend conference (usually involving a couple of dozen
invited peogle) has been gtaged since 1983.alternating across the Channel.

The 1985 meeting in March was at Hardelot.This is the only two-country reunion
that is staged on a resular basis anywhere in the world.

The French media have continued to show sporadic interest in the wild side
of the phenomenon,whilst iznoring serious UFO research.One chat show host as-
ked show-biz personalities "How would you react to a close encounter of the
third kind?".4ind there have been TV adverts for things as diverse as paté,det-
ergents,electrical zoods,banking,insurance,soluble aspirin etc (all usine
URO stereotypes).The same picture has been seen in Britain,with commercials
for cars and lager amonszst others (and Jenny Randles consulted on a TV furniture
ad!).In the USA Dr J Allen Hynek was asked to promote an ‘extraterrestrial® beer!

The scene certainly appsars to be lively.Byt there are fears beneath the
surface.Where will the new generation of investi mtors come from? There are
only 20 investigators of any standing covering the whole of France. Every year
more and more workers gzive up dispirited.In the quest for quality instead of
quantity (both in people and cases) the material base is fast diminishing.is
the regearchers say themselves,"French Ufology may have matured,but it has
algo grown dangerously thin.,'

Information supplied by:~— Michel Cogte,Claude T-Iaugé,'['hiErI'jr Pinvidic,Thierry
Rocher....... Translation by Hilary Bvans.
—-0—0—0—0—d—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0~0
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ITALY:

Research in this country focuses on CUN (National UFO Centre)j;although
this suffered a major split during 1985.Approximately fifty essential work
-ers are the powerhouse in what the locals call the "hidden territory"” of
world ufolo =y.

CUN has been very active in promoting new joint projects and these will
continue under new auspices.The central archives in Turin is egtablishing
a major data base of 20,000 cases.This appears to be more than are held in
Britain by BUFORA,perhaps suggesting the wealth of UFO phenomena around.In
Rome "Project Italia 3" stores close encounters of the third kind and aims
to Te-evaluate old cases in the light of modern investigation techniques.
Meanwhile scouring of newspaper files is the heart of "Project 1947" which
has already uncovered some previcusly mnknown reports from the days before
UFO investigation began in earnest during the 1950's.

As with many nations,computers are beginning to figure in UFO work now
that they are more readily and cheanly available.Maurizio Verga is respon-
sible for this side of things.They use Commodore 64 and Apple II computers
in a network and llarco Bottaini has developed software exclusively for a
file of close encounter cagses to be called ITACAT.Verga edits a new venture
begun in 1985,the Computer UFO Newsletter.It is wriftten in English and is
the only jozrnal devoted to the use of computers in UFO research.It is avail
-able from:- via Matteotti 69 22070 Cermenate (Como)

Paolo Tosgelli is also in the final stages of a fascinating piece of wowk.
He gave question sheets to 100 children aged between eight and fourteen and
asked them to imagine a sighting, including UFO sketches.This fictional data
is now being rut onto an Apple IIc computer and the comparisons between it

and the genuine cases reported by children should be very illuminating.

Production of renorts in English is recognised as important,if the British
and American researchers are to be reached.Italy hosts UPIAR Research in Pro-
gress (PO Box 11221 - 20110 Milano). This is a refereed schence journal iat
reports on UFO research.llanaging editor is Roberto Faraltone.Editor Vincente
Jyan Ballester Olmosg. There are other publications (in Italian), including
the only news-stand magazine "The Journal of Nysteries".However,UFO News-Flash
exists to transmit to English readers the latest media references to Italian
cases.T+ is not available on subscription — only on a data exchange basis.The
editor is Massimo Oreco (PO Pox 29- 25121 Brescia).

Greco is the author (along with Arrigo lMuscio) of the only book in
Italian published during the year.English translation of the title is "UFO:
Illusion or Reality?" and it has 1208pp with photos and diagrams depicting
the main cases from the country.It is available from the UFO News—Flash add-
ress in exchange for a money order value B 8 UsS. or £7.

Unlike many other countries 1985 was a big year for UFO reports.lany were
seen by pilots (including the airlines ATI,British Airways and 0lympic).They
involved glowing lights over the Mediterranean,especially in December. The
Jocal NATO bases around Naples and Brindisi were put on alert as sightings
continued to pour in - including some from the islamd of Cyprus. However,
official sources claim that none of these thinzg were recorded by the many
radar sgstems that zover these areas.

Information supploed by:- Massimo Greco

—0-0—0~0—0=0—0—0—0—0—0—0~0~0—0—~0—0—
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SCANDINAVTI A:

UFO research in Norway and Sweden is Project Hessdalen.Whilst that isyof
courseyan over—simplification there is no doubt that the Project is just ab
—out the most important development in the subject during the eighties.

Hessdalen is a remote valley surrounded by steep hills close to the Arctic
Circle and often ice—bound.Few U0 investigators live near to it,although the
Norwegian Leif Havik (at 40 miles) is perhaps closer than anyone.In December
1981 the few inhabitants in scattered villages began to report UFOs.Not Just
one or two,but in astonishing numbers.Almost every day.Often several times a_
day.Soon everyone in the area had seen them! They took the form of ; 3 4
brilliant lights that danced about the sky,such as this picture
that was taken in October 1982, Sometimes shapes were perceived in
themjalthough it is possible that this was due to psychological & .
—-ctors rather than real cigar or disc shapes possessed by these B 2l
guite peculiar phenomena.However,it was soom establiished beyond any doubt
that a physical phenomenon was manifesting in an extraordinary way in this
lonely place.

UFO- Sweden and UFO-Norway combined to form "Project Hessdalen'" in June 1983
With a view to discovering what these UFOs were.Here was a unigue opportunity
to conduct scientific investigation.They were not about to waste it.Havik,who
had seen the lights himself, joined forces with Hakan Ecstrand,Jan Fjellander ,
0dd- Gmmnar Réed and Erling Strand and went on a crasade to gain money to set
up the scheme.This gained its first converts at the International UFO Congress
staged by BUFORA in August 1983 — when the Hessdalen case and early photographs
caused a sensation.

Whilst no officvial interest was shown by Norway's authorities the Project
receieved remarkable aid from the NDRE (the Defence Rgsearch Establishment) and
the Universities of Oslo and Bergen.Expensive equipment was loaned and a car-
avan monitor station was set up in the valley.Many cameras,infra-red viewers,
spectirum analysers,geiger counters,seismographsymagnetographs and even a radar
scanner were placed on site.Sporadic visits were made throushout the year but
a major four-week research experiment operated in January and February 1984.

Dozens of agtonishing photographs were takem.Almost everyone saw many UfQs.
The lights moved about,hovered,appeared in the sky,
below hill-lines,were seen at night and in daylight.
For once the quesiion - do UM)s exist?- became irr—
elevant.At Hzssdalen there was no doubt about that.
All that mattered was what these particular UFOs were.
Whilst the working theory was that they would turn
‘ ; out to be some form of UAP (Unidentified Atmospheric
L : b phenomenon) - to use the term cautious investigators
prefer - there were some startling results.A He-Ne 0.5 nW laser was used to
beam a red 1ight at the UFO when it appeared! As soon as it was "shot" the UFO
changed its rate of pulsation. One week later a red laser-like 1ight was “shot"
back at the astonished researchers., Were these assumed natural phenomena att-—
empiing to communicate?

The radar produced many pugzles.When objects were clearly visible and “ilmed
it recorded nothing.,When it fracked an object nothing was seen! Occasionally
there was a match up and the UFO was filmed at the same time as video-recording
the radar trace.The spectrum gratings also suggested that the objects were not
Zaseous (as assumed) but solid,Yet they were tracked moving at 8500 m/a - way
in access of the speed of sound.llo spnic booms were ever detected.Indeed the
UFOs were notoriously ghost-like,
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Cooperation with military authorities sometimes lead to their jets being
sent up in response to Project reports of a UFO.What resulted was never made
public., However,all project members sometimes reported a curious "rippling"
motion - like on a oat at sea - as the ground appeared to respond to the
passage of a UFO.No seismic activity was recorded, Inexplicable instrument
failures throughout sightings alsoc occurred on several occasions,

In 1985 the project again spent four winter weeks in the valley doing a
continuous monitor programme,half with and half without instrumentation,io
see if this affected results.Dr J Allen Hynek even participated in some of
this work., Whilst the 1984 pregravie had lead to increased scientific interest
the atirocious weather (including fierce snowstorms) seems to have resulted
in very few new sightings.

In late 1985 and into 1986 new local sightings at Hessdalen continue.Sadly
the financial plight of the Project has precluded new work,Scientific interest
ig amazingly lukewarm- possibly due to the harsh climatic Jonditions in the
area.

Hessdalen is by no means the only place where this kind of Project is
feasible,and some (eg the Pennine moors of England) are more hospitable.But
whilst the UFQ subject continues to be one for ridicule and little—green-men
cliches it will be left to dedicated people like Project Hegsdalen to gather
the data.

The results already collated may take years to assessyand the big questions
remain unanswered.Summarising the 1985 work Odd- (innar Réed was forced to =zay
that he could not tell whether the Hegsdalen UFOs were natural or conirolled
phenomena."Yes and no to both vossibilities” was the beat he could say!

A Tdpp [Engl?'-"ﬂ "Final Technical Report = Part One" was published in 1985.
It describes the first year of the project,including graphs,m-ps,charts and
many of the photographs.It is available for a price of £ from:- Project Hegs-
dalen PO Box 14, N-3133 Duken Norway. Use bank account 2420.25.33945.A11
proceeds go to the funds and will a2id future work, A sequel work "Part Two"
will review the 1985 results,in due course.Assuming that the money exists to
do thig.

Scandinavian ufology may not have any finance,but it has plenty of grit,
scientific enthusiase and may be the true pioneer for the way ahead.

Information supplied by:— Erling Strand and Project Hessdalen

—0=0=0—0~0—0~0—0=0—0—0~0=~0=0—0—0—0~

SWITZERTLATUND:

Ufology in thiz country revolves around one of the finest magazines in the
world - CVNI-Presence ("UFO Presence"). Written in French and edited by Tves
Bogson (AESV C.P. 342 1800-Vevey 1 Switzerland)

Rarely does it report on sightings in its native country.Indeed sightings
as such have less importance than in most UFO journals.It is very French in
direction and shares the critical stance common in that country.Articles are
oFten geared towards the psycho-social theories and it revels in exposing
clagsic cases which turn out not to be UFOs.However, it does this in a very
fair and objective manner.

UFO-FPrésence also tranglates into French some of the more important pieces
from English language journals and so performs a vital function.Its 1985 igsues
focuged on Italian ufology - especially the 5 December 1984 major sightings
that became the talk of the UF0 subjevt in Southern Europe and made press
stories around the world. The conglusion of UFO Presemce? -~ That it was quite
probably a spectacular meteoric event.

—0=0—0=0~—0=0—0=0—0=0—0-0—0=0—0—0—0—0=
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UNITED KXINOGDO M:

The gulf between the realities of the UFO world (as hopefully evidenced by
this publication),and the popular concept of the same field waswell illustrat
—-ed by British media attention during 1985.Stories which posed these questions
all featured:- "Ig your pet an alien?" ;"Are you living next door to an alien?"
and "Are you married to an alien?" Enormous focus was placed upon two American
touricts,lfichel and Aurora El-Legion,who went on a promotion four charging £6
a head to hear their wild tales.They claim to be from space and also believe
that NASA is secretly kidnapping millions and shipping them to Mars in home —
grown UM0g.

The El-Leglons were the 1985 lunatic frings,accompanying the ever popular
Aetherius Society — who clain thousands of members,advise the House of Lords
on UFO matters,and are in telepathic contact with Jemus (currently residing
on Venus). Their 'research' includes preventing World War IIT by concentrated
"prayer energy" (and it works — they say — because World War IIT hasz not yet
happened!) Whilgt radio and television gave such things plenty of time ( even
an entire 40 minute programme devoted to ihe El-lewions),only one zerious
national media feature discussed UFOs...an ITV networked debate called "DAY
TIME", which get Jenny Randles against skeptical astronomer Dr John Mason and
invited audience contributions from investisetors and witnesses.

Against this very lop-sided background serious UFO work continued. There
are quite a number of =mall local groups in main population centres.They cone
and go,but the egtimated number during 1985 was about 20.In size they average
about half a dozen members,but some claim many more.The fact that UFO intersst
is generally at a very low ebb keeps the numbers smaller than for many years.

Largest of these is the Yorkshire UFO Society,one of three organisations
based on Zngland's "Hessdalen'" — the Pennines.They have some similarities with
the American group NICAP in the fifties and are passionately involved in an
exposure of the "cover—up" and the physical reality of UM0s.They nublish a mag
—azine aptly titled "Quest" (69 Buller Crescent Leeds West Yorkshire LS9 6LJ)
In March 1985 they held a2 major one—day conference in Leeds.In August they had
a week long "sky watch" on the hills.This atiracted much press interest, garnered
many old sightings - but nothing was filmed during the session.The UFOs had
temporarily moved away,it seems.

In the south is a group called SIGAP (Surrey Investigations into Aerial
Phenomena). They forged a liaison with the internationally famous journal -FSR.
FSR (Flying Saucer Review) completed its thirtieth vear in 1985,edited by
Grdon Creighton.In its time it has heralded many major stories.fowever,it hosg
slipped a little out of touch with the main thrust of world ufology.Along with
SIG\P the magazine was deeply involved in the search to find the mystery of
some flattened circleg of corm and barley that have been turning up in fields
each June and July.A BUFORA specizl on this affagr is being released in 1986.
FSR is obtainable from:- FSR Publications Snodland Xent MNES 5HT

Many of the local groups in the north =nd midlands are allied together into
the "Northern UPFO Hetwork"” (NUFON).This is simply a liaisen systew which has 2
central data file of almost 2000 cases and publishes a journal (Northern UTO
News) that aims to record all sishtings (explained or otherwise) reported by
the groups that participate in the scheme.It thus provides an ongving catalogue
for researchers.It is available from:- 8 Whitethroat Walk Birchwoed Warrington
Cheshire WA3Y 6PQ.

Nationally work is coordinated by the DBritish UFO Research Assoclation
( BUFORA) - the oldest and only active mountry-wide body.In keeping with all
U0 mrganisationsyits membership has been falling in recent years.Dut it scems
to have stabilised in 1985 at around 250.From these a team of 22 accreditec
field investisators cover Britain,concentrating on "hish strangeness'" cases and
detailed reports.
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Thegse investigators form what is called the National Investizations Comm-—
ittee (WNIC) — which has autonomy and meets several times a year to plan case
work.Regularly partici=ating are several of the local groups who see the sense
of coordinated efforts.These include the West Yorkshire UFO Research Group,
Manchester U0 Research Association and Leicester UFO Centre.

Computerisation of data was also important in Britain during 1985.Mike
Wootten ook over respongibility for this and began the taak of sifting through
the 15,000 files stored at the BUFORA research headquarters in Peterborough.
Many hundred were considered worthy of putting onto the computer data base. It
is anticipated that valuatle patterns might become evident when this programme
is completed.

The NIC also developed what is called the IFO Sensitivity Index,which was
to be marketted to world wide UFO groups during 1986.Bssentially the idea is
to use a card test to offer an egtimate of a witness's sensitivity to various
kinds of IFO (Identified Flying Objects).This will allow some consistant means
ef measuring the strangeness of their UFO repeort.

The card comprises a set of photographs showing IFOs in various ambiguous
poses.Some are harder to spot than others.There are also some genuine UFCs.
Statistician Paul Fuller helped design the scoring method,which should allow
some interesting research possibilities when field tesks begin.

Another research project begun in 1985 was "Anamnesis". This means Tife -
profile’and concerns close encounter witnesses. It was designed by an Austrian
psychistrist,Dr Alex Keul,and is being field tested in Britain by the NIC.

Ken Phillips is coordinating the project,which will operate until the end of
1987 when a preliminary evaluation of the results will decide the next sten,
Sociologist Dr Shirley McIver,from York University, and clinical psychologist,
Dr Malcolm Scott,from Luton, are assisting in the analysis. Dr liclver is the
only British scientist who obtained her Ph.D. by means of an official study of
UFO investigations.Her work cenfred on the beliefs of investigators.

The idea of the Anamnesis project is to use guestionnaires amd standard
peychology tests (eg involving ink-blots) to look for similarities in the
back ground to witnesses who claim extreme UFO sigh®ings.It is hoped that the
popular theory held by many scientists (that such witnesses are mentally un -
stable) will be open to either proof or disproof in this way. No matter how
much UFO investisators might feel that witnesses are sane,the only way a sci-
entist will accept that opinmion is if it is accompanied by proper test data.
Hence this experiment.

Another area that FJFORA has been particularly keen on is the gquestion of
a code of practice to govern behaviour.After a long series of meetings with
several other British groups this code was agreed,providing the first concrete
example of what is possible when ufologists forget their differences and work
together.The Code acts as a guide to investigatods in their dealings with the
witness,fellow researchers and the public.lost of it is pure common sense but,
like the oath taken by doctors or lawyers,it shows that we mean business and
care about the ghics of what wr do.The code has already been adopted by the
paranormal research team ASSAP,and in 1985 the Australian Center for UFO study
also agreed to it. BUFORA is keen to hear from other world-wide groups who
would like to adopt the code ag standard.

No conferences were held in the year;although BUFORA staged monthly lectures
in London.The most fascinating came in April 1985 when Ralph Noyes lectured.ie
was civil service head of the Ministry of Defence depariment DS 8 for four years,
and DS 8 were responsible (amongst other things) for handling UFO data.Ralph
gave some significant insights to British govermment thinking on the gubject.

Information supplied by:— Jenny Randles

~Qw0=0+~0=0~0—0—0—0—0=0—0~0—0=-0—0—0—0~
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UNITED STATE S:

Like everywhere else the birth place of modern UFO study suffered from the
near demise of the UFO during 1985.3ightings were very few in number.Research
organisations hed ko eadure falling memberships.And concentration was placed
heavily on the past.One writer was forced to suggest that those who remained
in the field were to become historians instead of investigators.

In other respects it was a most traumatic year.Dr J.Allen Hynek,without mu-
oh doubt the world's most famous and best respected ufologist,suffered a major
illness and underwent surgery for a brain tumour.He wag forced into retirement
in Apizona and although everybody wished him well the country was forced fo fa
—ce the future in the kmovledge that he was unlikelw to ever be the driving po
—wer that he has always been in the past.

Jerome Clark,himself a well-lmown writer in the field, took over Hynek's
role ag editor—in—chief of the "International UFO Reporter',the magazine which
is published by the Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS).He said that the tragedy
which struck "the acknowledged leader of ufology" had "sent shockwaves through
the field and initiated freguently pessmistic assessments of its future."

However,Clark was determined to steer CUFOS through this troublesome time
and introduced major new changes in the magazine."...it became,necessarily,
1ess concerned with recent sightings...and increasingly zoncerned with setting
a new agenda for ufology,emphasizing the need for sound thinking and discour-
aging the practice of unprovable soeculations about the ultimate nature of the
UFO phenomenon.In that sense it bacame a unigue voice in American ufology =
and one that both old-line proponents and debunkers have greeted with some be—
musement. "

CUFOS had also had a brief hiatus with a financial benefactor.The media all
over the world reported that Dr Hynek had founded the International Center for
URO Research (not directly connected with CUFOS) and that a sum of money, thab
might be as much as one million dollars,was to be donated by an anonymous (and
obviously wealthy) patron who wished to see true study of UM0g commence.,This
was a longstanding dream of many who have poured in their own time and meagre
respurces over the years.Sadly it turned out ‘oo geod to be true .Those
responsible did not share Hynek's scientific prineciples and the whole project
collapsed.

APRO (Aerial Phenomena Research Organisation) ~ the oldest UFO grpup in the
world,zlso suffered et the hands of illness.Its founders Coral and Jim Lorenz-
on,who have been at the forefront of ufology for thirty-five years,were forced
to suspend publicatiow for a time.But it still contributes and was notably sk-—
eptical in its assessment of the wave of "boomerang" UFQs which dominated the
sightings scene.Fijeld investigator Dick Ruhl concluded they were aircraft.

Other UFO nvestigators are less sure of this and investigations continue.
Aside from CUFOS only MUFON (Mutunal UFO Networlk) is active in this sense.It has
a monthly '"MUFON Journal™ (almost the only UFO magazine issued so regularly
t0 remacn anywhere in the world). It also sponsors an annual three—day con-—
ference eavh year.The 1985 event was at St Louis,and according to Jerome Clark
wag comparatively disappointing.Nevertheless the publication of its proceedings
seems to have been the highlight of a rather dismal year for UFO literature in
the USA.Especially significant is the in-depth discussion of two famous "UKO
crashes" in the very early dags.William Moore's magterpiece of detective work
set ¥he American UFO movement buzzing,since whilst demolishing one (at Aztec,
New Mex:i.co))he produced almoat conclusive evadence that the incident at Roswell
in July 1947 was a real event.And if the authorities have had a real crashed
disc for almost forty years a whole geries of major gquestions are thrown into
sharp focus.
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Another new veniure was "UFO information week" organiged by MUFON's pub—
1ic relations officer,Marge Christensen, during August.This was a nationwide
publicity blitz that resulted in much interest.According to Jerome Clark,

"This well-meaning effort,unfortunately,was gymptomatic of a growing tendancy
among American ufologists to orient their efforts toward public relations ex—
ercises,when the real issue needs to be the scientific soundness of UFO inv-
estigation.In the end the opinions of the pubtlic at large are mostly irrelevant

...ufologists need to convince gcientists of the seriousness of their case."

Like all previous media experiments the wInformation Week" did not create
a new wave of sightings,illustrating that the phenomenon is not tied directly
to press interest as many skeptics argue.Some old cases weTe vrought to 1light,
ghowing that one of ufology's major problem areas ig that few people know how,
or where_to report their obzerwvations.

The "boomerang! UFOs that have so dominated the heafllines have avtually

been Teported since 1983, Hundreds of witnesses are now ¥nown from areas of
[ both New York State and Connecticut,especially around

N L Westohester County.As the illustrations show, these

o 1‘::1“51?":;}—" witnesses have been describing very large formations
of lushts, often in a "V" formation.Whether it is re-
levent that the television series "V" (about aliens
invading in UFOs) began,end was screened during,the
main wave of sightingsstill revain unknown.But there are
some who think that it might be. Opinions are divided on this case like with
almost no other in recent memory.Some investigators feel that the repeatabilaty
and extraordinary number of reliable witnegses (plus,
of course, some photographs) tends to support the ve-
ry strange nature of these events;making it a classic
case.Others believe that these factors make it rather
suspicious,as the phenomemon simply does not  behave
in this fashion.Those who have delved inte it suggest
that there bs evidence for a team of daredevil pilots
who are quite deliberately hoaxing the reports by dangerous and pogsibly ill-
egal night flying. The controversy seems set to rage on.

Research seems very different from Burope's concentration on social and
psychological matters ,According to Clark,"Two issues dominate ufology in America
.+ the official cover—up,real or alleged,of UFO secrets,..and abductions.”

Tt ia these cases of alleged abduction by aliens which ig providing the most
dramatic new develooments.New York artist Budd Hopkins and a team of psycholog-
iste {lead by Dr Aphrodite Clamar) have been conducting experiments with a Tange
of ordinary folk who claim to have been taken on board UFUs.Impeccable tethods
seem +to have been uiilised in these experiments and many once skeptical gci-
entists have been shocked by the thoroughly consistant results that are emerging.
Clark sayd...'"The implications— that these reports do not seem fto be paycho—
logical in origin,that the regponsible agency is an incomprehensible,and not
egpecially benevolant,alien intelligence— are such as to cause ufologiats who
have wanted to believe in extraterrestrial vigitation to consider exactly what
such visitation mayx mean?

The methods of rTesearch which Hopkins and Clamar are using show the way
ahead for this kind of work.Whilst it remains to be seen if their case will
finally be proven the indications,of complex medical experiments and somewhat
disconcerting sexual overtones to the alien abductions,are to say the least
disturbing. Bven more so,because in England a similar set of experiments lead
by lawyer Harry Harris and psychiatrist Ir Albert Kellar has been uncovering
closely similar patterns.The Pritish workers geem entirely ignorant of the
regults being obtained across the Atlantic and unfortunately oppesr to be far
less interested in publishing reports — although they have video filmed the
results over a period of about five yeaTs.
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A great deal of attention in the USA is given to the "Freedom of Inform-
ation Act",3ince this became law in 1976 it has allowed researchers to re-
aguest documents about the UFO subvject from government departments,If these
are denied specific reasons (eg national security) must be cited.To date a
huge stockpile of papers from the CIA,FBI,US Air Force and other bodies has
been Teleased,Many agencies (eg the super-secret WSA — responsibtle for sat-
ellite monitoring) have denied access to papers they hold.

In 1985 Ray Boeche of MNUFON,one of the tireless workers who spends hisg
time writing countless letters tracking dowm papers (often hidden
in obscure places in the hope that nobody will coeme after them!) seems to
have made a major breakthrough.He says,"A request sent to the U3 Defense
Intelligence Agency (DIA) provided 139 pages of material,dating from December
1957 to June 1980.Many items of interest are tn be found in this collection
- sightings of UM0s by scientists in Antarctica,reports of UFOs from the
Soviet Uniom and the People's Republic of China,the scrambling of Peruvian
Air Force fighters which fired on a UFO,and so on." All of this material
had been previously denied and took much effort to weedle out. It makes one
wonder exactly what else has been refused over recent years, aside from the
more obvious guestion of how the authorities can on the one hand demy the UlUs
tdefence significance” (to use a phrase often issued) and yet possess literally
hundreds of documents about them in their defence agency files.

However,the real breakthrough in Boeche's DIA releases came only upon very
careful study (almost with a mamifying glass'). To quote Boeche,"The 'Gem' in
question is a three-word name,Project Moon Dust,which is found on only four
of the documents.It appears first in an intelligence report dated 16 January
1967,and again on a 6 ipril 1967 report.These two intelligence documents
were originated by the US Defense Atache's Office at the US Hmbassy in Rabat,
loroceco,and sent to DIA headguebters in Washington.®

These "Moon Dust" papers simply Tefer to loroccon press stories that are
not specified and end Yy concluding that they "preaage future reporting
which could be wvaluable in pursuit of Project MOON DUST."

Yhat is this previously unknown project? There are many indications that,
whilst the official American position is that sovernment study of UrOs ended
when the Air Force Project HLUE EOOK was closed in 1969, a secret study has
always carried on in the background,and does so now — without ELUE DBCCK %o
act as a cover.Is this whal MOON DUST represents?

This possibility is made clearer by the other two references to this mystery
project in the DIA releases.They are dated 17 and 21 August 1979- ten years
after BLUE BOOK closed and American official interest in UFOs ended.There should
be no code name for a project then,because there is supposed to be no project!
Yet these defense reports from La Paz,Bolivia,refer to the overflight of some
UFOs and strange objects found on the ground after their passage.The objects
were "spherical,about 70 centimetres in diamefer,and 2 metres in circumference,
with a hole apparently melted in one side". They were made of "special light alloy
but very resistant".Theyseem: to have been designed for space re-entry. I% ]
would appear that MOON DUST is concerned with physical evidence of space objectsl

Ray Boeche intends to continue the fight and enguiries with other agencies
have produced some surprises already.MOON DUST is definitely UFO related and
3till operates today.Boeche wonders "have we stumbled onto BlueBook's covert
counterpart?" He is offering copies of the MOON DUST papers for photocopy and
postal costs only.(Available from PO Box 94627 Lincoln Nebraska 68509)

Information supplied by:— Ray Boeche and Jerome Clark

Q0 =Qm 0= Q=0 == 0=0=0=0—0—0=0—0—0—0—0—
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SI CGHTING REPORTS

WORLDWTIDE:

The lack of UFD sightings around the world has been noticable since the
Spielberg movie "Close Encounters of the Third Kind".Following its release
in 1978 reports have plunged to all-time lows virtually everywhere.This fa
—ct was commented on by both Scandinavian and French sources during 1985.4A
SUFOT (Denrark) spokesman said,"The number of sightings and reports still de
~creases and is very low compared with the seventies".

Nothing illustrates this better than HIFORA in Britain.Im 1977 (the last
major Buropean wave) over 700 cases were reported.By 1980 this plunged to 118.
Figures snce are shown in brackets:— 1981 (69), 1982 (29), 1983 (35),1984 (25)
The total for 1985 looks like being even less than that!l

Why should this be so? Has the romance gone out of reporting the UFO,now
it can be seen on the cinema screer? One fgctor is the increasirg sophistic-—
ation of investigators.llore cages are rejected without being followed up,once
their likely solution is forseen.Witnesses too have become more familiar with
misperceptions in the sky.Artificial satellites (which used to generate dozens
of UFO sightings a year) are hardly ever mistaken nomadays.

One growth area in misinterpretation is the space debris re-enkry ,There is
now so much junk in the atmosphere that Russian and American booster rockets
or hardware are re—entering on a regular basis,burning up and creating a major
spectacular in the heavens.The contrast withthe pathetic show by Halleys Comet
in 1985 is very marked, -

The satellite burn up can leave a train of debris across the sky for up to
several minutes and has resulted in a number of prominent UFO reports.One of
the most dr-matic occurred on New Years Zve 1978 when the booster from the
COSNOS 1068 satellite crashed into the upper atmosphere in a blaze of destruct
—ive glory.Thousands of people out on the streets described cigar-sh.ped UFOs
with portholes,or renorted aircraft on fire to local fire bragades.It seems to
be only a matter of fime before one of these re—entiries (which occasionally
involves pieces maldng it all the way to earth® is the harbinger of death from
space. Sooner or later someone will die at the hands of a real Extra-terrestrial
artifact! Indeed,during 1985,when there was a mysterious accident to a packed
Air India Jum¥o Jet,similarities in the timing of re-—entering debris fuelled
suggestions (which appear unfounded) that perhaps thas tragedy had been caused by
a catastrophic mid-alr collision.

UFO investipaters must be ever alert for this type of possibility.BUFORA
investigated the mysterious incident which befell a cargo aircraft over East
Anglia in late 1984.Turing 1985 attempts were made
== to find out what caused he Trislander aircraft toland
Cooros oug| 2t Ameterdam without one engbne.It had been struck
over Rendlesham Forest,Suffollk,in the middle of the
‘_,»\;_—— night and unidentified metal fragments had been di-

—————=—| scovered embedded within.Accident investigators fe-

ussR |1t it possible these had come from space,The Soviet
SPACE DERRIS RE-EMTRIELT Union have been turning these things to great ad-

vantage.They use the UFC reports that re-entries and launches generate to mask
space experiments.This provides much interest for investigators of the UFQ, who
now have to be experts in international affairs! During 1985 one such reported
object buzzed an Aeroflot flight from Thlisi to Tallinn at 30,000 feet.A 1ight
display wich became z green cloud was noted.This cloud then "changed shape inte
a plum,then square,and finally 'solidified' into a giant needle-nosed wingless
aireraft with a curious tail" It was tracked by ground radar travelling at 300

MPH. A Teal UFO or a Soviet experiment? Hobody mows — but the USSR have launched

a major new UFO enquiry headed by a former cosmonaet.
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Cne af the things that this dearth in sightings has allowed is a backtrack
to older cases.These can now be re-evaluated in the light of modern methods
of investigation,In Britain the famous Peter Day movie-film,shot in January
1973,has been subjected to a major re-appraisal by the Wiltshire group SCUFORI.
They have concluded that it is explicable in terms of an F-111 jet known to
have crashed that same morning.There remain controversial elemements in their
case,but ifwalid what has widely been regarded as the only genuine piece of UFO
movie film in the UK may now have joined the ranks of the II0s,

British and Australian researchdrs have been looking into a claim by a
former RAF corporal that in October 1957 he saw a UFO
hovering over the atomic test site at Maralinga, in
South Australia.During 1985 there was a public enquiry
about these tests.The Australian govermment are after
compensation,as they believe inadwquate precautions e
—re taken and radiation sickness has produced some le
—velg 2f serious illness.However,these investigations
have not taken into the account the axtraordinary allega.tloﬂ hat a classic
UFO was seen above the site by several officers.It was tilted at a 130 deg.
angleymade of silvery/blue metal and had a line of windows on it.After 15
minutes it flew silently away. Checks were made with all possible sources of
alr activity,but nobody knew what it was. The British government deny any know-
ledee of this event.But Bill Chalker is persuing offivial Austrslian files.
Perhaps Britain will be the first country to obtain a lawsult from outer space!

Previously unknown gems from the past have become a feature of UF0 research
n fthese slow times. Investigators can afford to spend much time on them. In
France enquiries continue into the Trans-In-Provence caze,four years ago, which
excited the government team G&EPAN like no other.A UFO allegedly landed and
sltered the chemical structure of plants on the ground.It is this kind of in -
depth study of selected wases that might provide the breakthroush.

Another area has been seeking out cases in otherwise unheard from nations.
In 1985 two cases from Greenland were followed up by SUFCI in Demmark, On 24
October 1983 (at 05.00) two nurses claim to have seen "a big sphere" followed
by "eizht mmaller objects with different colours" Inside were "three human-like
beings...wearing red and black clothes." Duration was almost an hour and z half.
A similar object was seen by two other people at the same location ((bdhawm)
at 04.30 two days later. Then, on 2 November 1982 (at 18.45) four people at
Egedesminde swan"airship with several white and red lights" which projected a
searchlisht beam at the water and a nearby mountain.Police enguiries into all
these sightings revealed no exolanations.

At the same time in mainland Denmark one of the rare breed of "car—stop"
cases was being investigated.At 03.30 on 21 November 1982 a man at Hobro saw
four blue lights above his car.The engine stopped and the vehicle rolled for-
ward about 100 metres.The lights then extinguished and the car regained power.
Afterwards the witness had paims in his eyes and when he looked at normal 1light
bulbs they had a red glow. Thig kind of baffling case presents a real challenge
to science,because of its fascinating congistancieg.CUFOS in the USA and BUFTRA
in Britain have both produced catalogues and regearch docwments on the subjech.

Interestingly,there were sitilar reports from East Anglia in Britain during
late October/early Fovember 1983.These centred around the Rendlesham Forest
area where PBritish investigators continue to follow up the alleged reports that
a "spaceship™ crashed in December 1980.This major case was persued by ufologists
on both gide of the Atlantic in 1985.Ray Boeche at MUFTON was particularly suc-
cessful in obtaining aid from a State Senator who put more time into his enquir-
ies than he has incany other matter since becoming a senator.But.despite admit
~ing this,he had no comment to offer as to what really occured in that wood.

Case investigations which date chronologically from 1985 and which are of
gpecial interest are summarised in the pages which follow:-
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DATELINE:— 23 January 1985 Location:— Burnley, England

On this date northern England was covered in a blanket of snow.When J5,
a AT-year old school headmaster from Lancashire,heard a "thud" he assumed it
wasg merely some of this falling off the roof.However,when he went outside to
investigate he was amazed to see a brilliant light in

e, the north-west heading towards the school,where he was
Soar £ naturally in residence.Ilt seemed to be barely moving
o*a™ b Mfland after several minutes he called to his family.It
E g |was 21.15 hrs and quite dark,but his wife and three da-

|ughters (one aged 15,the others 13-year old fwins) all
| came into the garden to watch in astonishment as the
object drifted over.As it passed almost directly above
them the 'brl,fmt "headlight" went out and a diamond or kite shape was visible.
This had four vivid green lights at each apex,a central amber light,dark black
vanes or spokes radiating from this and a mass of twinkling bluish "fairy lighks"
scintillating around the edge.All of this at a height no more than 500 feet,mec-
ving in absolute silence and seeming almost to hang os 'k drifted so slowly.
They discussed the prospect of it being ar aircraft tut had never seen one like
it before.Its strangeness was enhanced by the fact that streetlamps were $emp-
orarily broken,so the area was very dark.Al]l traffic vanished from the vicinity
during the encourter too - something regearchers call the "Oz Factor'",and which
is a weird but common feature of such close encounter cases.Total duration was
fifteen minutes and the object was lost to the south over the Pennine Hills, a
well known UFQ '“window". One other family a couple of miles away reported a
bright green 1isht — but the lack of further witnesses in a highly built up lo-
cation remains puzzling. The investigators noted the remarkable similarily with
a sighting over South Wales on 19 January 1983.This almost identical object was
resorted to the lNinistry of Defence,who leaked the case to Jenny Randles a few
months later.In June 1984 she and BBC—dales in Cardiff reconstructed the case
for a TV documentary but were unable to explain it.However it was tracked back
to close proximity to an RAF base!l (For a report on the Welsh case see BUFORA
BULLETIN:- 015/016)

Investigation:— WUFORA (Feter Hough & Mike Sacks). Also Carol Halsall of WAPIT
Conclusion:~ UNKNOWH

—0=0=0=0=0=0—0—0=0—-0—0—0—0—0—
DATELINE:— 18 February 1985 Location:— Tynset, Norway

This was a blisteringly cold winters night with a temperature of minus
34°C. A% approximately 21.25 hrg the sky was clear and full of stars.A mother
of three children (azed from 9 to 13 years) went out to collect the post,
necessitating a short walk to do so.Her attention
was arrested by an object she at first assumed to
be a parachute.lt hung quite imobile glowing with
green,red and orange bands.Eventually,after makirg
sure it yes there she ran in for her children,For
half an hour they all watched the stransze object b -
before it began to drift off westwards.As it did Wi i
so it swayed from gide to side "like a ship on the ocean". Al'ternatel:r the
side and end view were offered to the witnesses.Twice beams of light were
projected from the underside of the object towards the ground.They came from
opposite sides of the underbellyyand lasted only seconds.Finally the strange
phenomenon performed a "loop",dipped and then rose upwards in a steep climb
and vanighed at high speed,This most unusual encounter occurred not very far
from the Hegsdalen valley.

Investigation:— UFQ NORWAY (Leif Havik)

Conclusion:— UNKHOWN
—0—0—0—0—0—=0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—
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DATZLINE: - 14 April 1985 Location:~ Castladia, Italy

Two young puple, both aged 23,left Pordenone by car at 20,00 hrs to drive to
the ski-resort of Piancavallo,where they had a drink,They drow: on towards
Castladia near to 22.00.The weather was bad,with a thunderstorm shortly before
they set off.However,a strange greenish/yellow fog seemed to have descended on
'the road and the snow appeared to have meltad in the immediate vicindty.Whilst
puzzling this out their car engine inexplicably failed;although
,'»')")i

both headlights and radio continued to operate.Slowly they co—
asted to a halt.After several attempts they got the engine to
start,but only for a few meires.Then it stopped again.They
were now on a slight hill and descending without power.Suddenly
the driver saw two weird creatures picked out by the headlamp
beams.They were hidden behind a btush,but darted out from it
and crossed the road ahead.Ipth wore silvery suits and were at
l1east 1,7 metres tall (almost 6') and all of 1.4 metres (4%')
wide! Yo other details were noticed.His fiancee (in the pass -
eng;er ‘seat) dld not see these figures.In desperation the driver tried to start
the engine as they continued to be carried dowm the hill.It would not work.
Finally they reached a small village and were driven home by two friends. When
they returned some hours later with a tow truck to collect the stricken car it
began first time,without being touched by the mechanic.lleanwhile,at nearhy San
Quirino,at about 21,45 hrs,a man had seen a bright egg shaped object in the sky.
It pulsed and then turned into two lights {one red and one green) which fell to-
wards tha groound but stopped at a heisht of 2 couple of hundred feet.At this
close approach the man could see that the lights were on either edge of a bright
greenish/yellow dome on top of a saucer—like device.Bventually the object left
the scene,at first in a stop/start fashion and then at speed.i further witness
a couple of mileg away also observed what appears to have been the phenomenon.

Investigation:- CUN (Antonio Chiumiento)
Conclusion:-— UHKIIOWH

—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—

DATFELTNE: - 19 May 1985 Location:— Ventnor,Isle of Wight,England

A A3-year old man was out on downland above this coastal town al 20.45 on
s dull Summer's evening.There was high overcast clomd but almost no wind. 3ea
mist closed in by 22.00 .He first ohserved what looked like a yellow flare
¢limb up out of the sea to the south-east.It then ascendnd,levelled off and
tracked from his right to left,hugzirg the ground. It|
was very Yow dowe (only a few tensg of feet, and well
below the hill-line.At one point it dipped and hovered |
above some houses in the town,After being here quite af
few seconds it rose and continued cn its ground-huggng|-
courge to the north-west.At closest point it passed wi
—thin 100 feet of him and he had a very clear view of the obgect It was in
the form of a discus,about eight feet wide.A band of glewing translucence
acted like a rim round the middle.On top were two patches or light. Towards
the end of the sighting he saw these more clearly as the object tilted on
its edge.At closest approach he heard a "sssh" sound.He last saw the thing
after three minutes disappearing beyond a hedge.Despite going to look when
he reached the hedge the object had vanished.Extensive investigations and
local press stories produced no other witnesses,despite Ventnor being a very
popular tourist spot.No conventional solutions made sense.lowever,there are
two radar stations on the downs within two miles of this location and the
object was last seen heading straight for one at Appuldurcombe Down.Police
advise that a2 "special radar test" was operational from the other site on 5%
Boniface Down during May,using Naval helicopters.Although no confirmation has
been given by either the MoD or Navy it is considered that a secret RPV (Remote
=1y piloted vehicle) was responsibleson a mission for which + UFOs would be a
good gover. Investigation:~ BUFORA (Paul Fuller)
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DATHLINE: -~ 9 June 1985 Location:— Mount Newman,fustralia

In the Summer of 1985 there was a whole wave of sightings in Western Aus
—tralia.This particular one involves a breed that is becoming increasingly
common with somewhat alamming consistancy:- the aerial encounter between UFO
and aircraft.Two pilots were flying a Piper Navahoe lightplawe out of Newman
and had climbed to 10,000 feet when an orange ball of light voreridised ahead.

I+ then appeared to stop dead and fall down to a height of only 2000 feet and
paced them beneath for another twenty minutes.It then disappeared,but at one
point the pilet had to make a bank to the right as he feared the possibility
of a mid-air collision. Stories such as this have become rife all over the
world, increasing the fear of a potential disaster - if indeed one has not
already occurred.Again in Australia,in October 1978,pilot Frederick Valentich
radioed that he was being paced by a UFO.The official accidert report includes
the transcript of his final messages,displaying terror and strange sounds over
the micronhone.The lightplane,then over the Bass Strasts,disasppeared.In the
eight years since ,neither any trace of it nor its pilot have ever been found,

Investigation:— West Austrlian UFO Investigation Center (Michael Forley)
Conclusion:— TUKIIOWN

~0—0=0~0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—=0—0—
DATILINE:— 21 June 1985 Location:— Pennsylvania, USA

One of the things which UFOQ investigators sometimes claim is that the phe-
nomenon uses soectacular natural events as a cover for some dazzling suow.It
is easy to regard this as a crazy suggestion.However,the events just before
and after midnizht,into the early hours of 2lst June,may be worth pondering.
Investigators for the Pennsylvania "hot-line" were swamped with calls concern—
ing a trail of red/orange lights.It did not take long to discover that Cosmos
1530 had re—entered the atmosphere over the IZastern U3A and was the cause of
thig display.Nevertheless some reports clearly were not the product of this

i R piece of space—junk,When plotted onto a map they do
show a correlation,The first call {just before mid-
night and received before the space debris re—entered)
came from a man in Pittsburgh who saw a huge object
.| with blue and white lights that drifted very slowly
“| across the sky.Several friends with him saw it too.
2 It was so enormous it blocked out the stars as it
W E 3 “{ drifted silently by.Simultaneously a woman returning
A e from an all-night zrocery store was witness to some
lights in another suburb of the city.They were on a huge solid-looking owvwal
craft "the length f a football field" and covered in many lights.It was only
50 feet above the rooftops and made a2 soft whirring sound as it drifted to the
east very slowly.Meanwyhile,north of Pittsburgh,at 00.03,two men driving home
on a back-roaf observed a remarkably similar thing with six blue lights.About
90 miles south—-east at 00,15 a carload of people at Champion saw a lighted
object of an akin nature.And at 00.30 at close by Indianhead an object assumed
to be a brilliantly 1it "blimp" drifted over.The oraft was oval and so low
that it illuminated trees with blue beams af light as it passed acoss.The only
sound was a Tushing of air,but nearby dogs seemed to be barking at it. One man
walked right underneath it and saw it perfectly.The tep section had six blue
liéizhts and was rotating anti-clockwise ,giving off flashes that 1it up a metal
sevface.He rushed home to get extra witnesses and a ceamera.But on return it
had gone. Ip a case such as this it is very hard to lmow exactly what could
look like this,appear to so many people over such a wide area and not be of
very considerable scientific interest.

Investigationi— NUFON (Stan Grdon and PASU hotline) Conclusion:— UNKNOWH
—0—0=0~0—0—0—0—0~0—0—0~0—0—0—
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DATELINE:— 22 July 1985 Location:—=  Bulawayo, Zimbabwe

In Augunst 1985 many newspapers arcund the world reported that two military
jets had been sent in pursuit of a UFO over Zimbabwe.The case received sur -
prisingly favourable coverage in even erudite media sources.Unfortunately in
none was the solution presented. Apparently the glowing orange object was
first seen in South Africa on 21 July.Two jets here were scrambled,but there
was more secrecy than in Zimbabwe.By 17.45 hrs on the 22nd the object had been
seen so oftenyand was now stationary over the control tower at Bulawayo Air -
port, that two Hawk planes were sent up to investigate.The civil airport was
closed for several hours whilst this investigation continued. Does travel
delay ingurance cover UFOs as a cause, one wonders? The object was like a
"bright star" and seemed to "zoom™ up from its estimated 15,000 feet to about
100,000 feet — way beyond the ceiling of the planes.
An extensive investigation by Cymthia Hind eventwl y
uncovered the truth.Air Marshall Azim Daudpota wasg
very impressed..."This was no ordinary unidentifed f1 |-
-ving object” and Air Commodore Dave Thorne agreed it |
was genuine.Wind speeds and checks with launch sites
ruled out the balloon option,considered likely due to .
the long stationary and very slow moving nature of ie L
phenomenon. "This immediately rules out that it eould (Sl = "
have been a balloon", the pilots (roup Captain insisted.The two pilots had
1500 and 1800 flying hours experience respectively and descrdébed their views
in writing.Both were baffled.However,descriptions compiled from witnesses on
the ground who observed through telescopes or binoculars seemed to suggest a
balloon."Upturned wine glass",''reflective sphere" and other similar accounts
were offered.NI Bull the airports met.officer was one such witness,through bi-
nocuwlars.He felt it could have been a balloon very high (where winds cuuld be
quite different).At over 100,000 feet the jets would have got nowhere near to
it and would have had 1ittle better view than the unaided eye on the ground.
Ultimately it was learnt that the French space centre (the same team which
runs the UFQ section "GEPAN") were involved in high—altitude scientific ex -
periments using huge balloons (over 100 feet across!) They were degigned to
make conmplex recordings and drift for 50 days.Indeed some of the July launches
could circumnavigate the southern hemisphere and still turn up in South Am -
erica or Australia in September.As mentioned earlier in thig publication,and
see below,these experiments proved more than a nuisance during 1985.FPerhaps
the Mount Newman case in Australia (see previous page) was one of the earliest
launches — although none before July have been discovered.

Investigation:— NUFON- Africa (Cynthia Hind)
Conclusdon:— High-Altitude Balloon

—0—0=0—0—0—0=0—0—0—0—0—0—0=0—0~0—

DATELINR:— 15 September 1985 Location:— Aosta, Italy

Because the Zimbabwe UFOs remained that,according tp the worlds press,the
people of Italy thought that they too had been privileged with a major case.
At 09.00 RAI,the local TV network,received many calls.Some said it was a UFOQ,
others a balloon.It was a triangle,or cone hovering.,or moving very slowly at
a great height.Three silver balls were seen on each apex.Hungry for a scoep
the TV centre chartered a plane and took off to hunt the UFO,The plane reached
10,000 feet — but estimotes showed the UFO to be at least 35,000 fert beyond that.
At 12.05,with the UFO now moving away,the TV crew shot movie film of their
prey.However, ground radar at Milan only picked up the "transponder" (a radar
beeper) from the aircraft.The UFO0 was not visible.Investigation continues,but
speculation is fuelled by the balloon experiments above.Could this have been
a balloon launched from France itself? A1l indications are that it was.

Investigation:— CUN (Edoardo Russo and (fampaocla Grassino)
—0~0—0—0—0=0—0=0—0—0—0—0=0=0—0—0~
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DATSLINE:— 15 September 1985 Location:~ Bagshot Heath,Surrey,England

Nine hours after the TV crew filmed their UFO over Italy perhaps Hritain's
major case of 1985 occurred.Whatever was seen in this instance it was gquite
certainly not a balloon.The principal witness is batcher David Mcfurray and
his wife Sue.Their two small children remained asleep in the back of the car.
The Mcllurray's were returning from a visit to friends along a quiet side road
that crosses Bagshot Heath,four miles north-east of Farnborough.At 21,00 they
were met by an "amazing sight" - a bright white glow hovering over the roaf
ahead (ie in the sou'bh—west).’?he glare was so intense that MNr Meilurray had to
turn away.This first light "shot off skywards'and vanished,but a second one had
appeared from behind trees to their left (ie in the sou'ths and hovered or
paced the car as it moved forward.Another car that was behind them had pulled
to a halt and appeared to have seen the UFO. The Mdlurrays continued down the
road about one mile %o where some houses stood.Near these he stopped and got
out of the whide.¥rs Mallurray refused to go with him and locked the car door.The

> JUFO was now plainly stationary to the south and
the witness had his best view.The object was oval
with a red and green light on either side of the
base.Several white lights ringed the side of it.
A faint buzz or hum alsc seemed to emenate from its
direction. Sue Mclurraey described it as '"saucer -
shaped,flat underneath,with large "spotlights'on
the rim." After one and a half minutes it shot away
to be seen as just star-like.lr Mcllurray drove back
o up the hill but there was no sign of it.However,the
car wnich nad stovped hehind them was still there,interior ELight on.Mr Mdilurr-y
regrets not ingulring to see if its occupant had viewed the UFO.lhe next day all
four members of the family overslept (most mnusual ) ,ir Melfurray developed a se~-
vere headache which was bad enough for him %o call the doctor and the doctor io
send him to hospital for ECG and blood pressure tests.These proved quite normal.
He also felt "hollow" in his dtomach and shakey.This persisted for eight days.
Sue Mcliurray had similar symptoms for the last three days.Other effects noted by
Wr McHurray include small red circles (about one and a quarter inches in size)
which appeared on his nevk and sides in the weeks after the sighting.0dd memory
lapses.Disturbed sleep.Out—of-the-body floating sensations (on several nights).
The words "Epsylon 44L-47L" entering his head for no reason (and he has no idea
what they mean).ind the sudden discovery that he was explaining to himgelf the
scientific basis of mechanical equipment in his idle though¥s.Something he has
no training in.The day following the encounter the Mciurray's cay alse faaled
to start.A tow was necessary and the garage found the battery drained flat. The
story made national headlines in the Suynday Wirror two weeks after it happened.
(Headline "Our UFO Terror").And this and local press stories uncovered two other
sets of witnesses from about ten miles north,arcund Woldimgham,Berkshirejwhere
reddish 1ights were reported.One of these was explained by the lioD as a Harrier
jet — which is tested locally and can hover in mid-air using its jets.The exact
location of the McHurray's encounter (Bagshot Heath) ns rich in military cewmires.
These include the Royal Aircraft Establishment at Farnborough (ahout & miles
south-east)(where many planes are test flown),the military academy at Sandhurst
(3 miles west) and Bisley camp,due south of them.This latter is a major training
area (using Bagshot Heabh) and often produces activity such as parachute flares.
Thias case looks destined o become significant.Regression hypnosis was carried
out by Dr Leonard Wilder for FSR (Mlying Saucer Review) on 12 January 1986.But
is it necessarily as gtrange as it seems?

Investigations:~  SIGAP,Surrey (Omar Fowler)
Conclusion: - Pending

—0—0—0=0=0—0~0~0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0=
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DATELINE:~ 28 October 1985 Location:— Hpnefoss, Norway

One of the most peculiar Close Encounters of the Third Kind befell a gr—
oup of school children aged between 7 and 12 years.They were out on a cold
night watching the eclipse of the moon when a light appeared in the north -
east.It came near ground level and was seen to be oval in shape,with a grey
colour behind it.One of the children pointed a torch towards itjalthough it
was about 200 metres away and still in the air.It{ ~"~ 77
seemed to respond by projecting a blinding glow| ¢ £y
in their direction,bathing them in light. da i ¢id|s S
so it illuminated a weird scene on the road below g
:- 100 tiny creatures under two feet talll They w 2
ere of different colours,including white,brown & ; b

G

black and wore the same box-like structures on th

—eir heads.lMeantime the UFO was disappearing into [t “?\\// [\j&
the sky in a vertical direction.The figures semed| . . i

f0 be frightened of the children and ran away.But| ™~ ‘_%D "
they were seen on a number of occasions over thel 15

next three hours! Sometimes the entities made an odd muttering noise.On ot-—
her occasions they played a sort of "hide and seek" game.One child tried to
take a photograph, but the creatures ran away. Several of the younssters went
ingide to tell their parents.A number confirmed being told vhen the ufologists
got there.However,none of the adults went outside to see for themselves! One
man jogzing by had the figuves pointed out by the children.He claimed it was
a cat and left! Some footprints were found in a garden and when a local dog
sniffed them it went wild and pawed the earth,destroying them. Some of the ch-
ildren also complained of feeling sick on the evening of their encounter, but
were fine the next day. When the investigation team arrived two weeks had gons
by and no evidence remained.However,about twelve children were interviewed
and 211 gave broadly similar accounts.It is not thought likely that they were
all lieing.Checks with police,airports and radar stations all proved to e
nasative. Rizarre as this story certainly is,there was no obvious source of an
explanation.

Investigations:—= UFO NORWAY (Leif Havik)

Conclusion: - UNIQIOWN
—0—0=0—0=0=0m0—0—0—0—0=0=0—0—0—
DATELINE:- 21 December 1985 Location:— Hessdalen, Norway

The 1985-86 winter began where previous years bad left off,with yet more
sightings in the Hessdalen valley.One of the more interesting comes from a
man who was frustrated by unusual disturbance patterns on his TV set.He set
off outside to find the cause and observed a large globe was hanging low
over the River Valley at Jenshaugen,After about thirty minutes of watching
it he got fed up and went back indoors.In Hessdalen UFOs are so common -
place, that once you are satisfied +that one is responsible then you simply have
to sit it out and weit for it to go.As ¥t duly did! Who said nobedy ever
Sees UMQs any more?

Investigations:— UFO NORWAY/ Project Hessdalenm
Conclusion:t— UNKNOWN

—-0=0—0=0—0—0—0—0~0—0~0—0—0—-0—0—
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RESEARCH and THEORIES

WEAR DEATH EXPEZRIENCE AND CLOSE ENCOUNTZERS:— Two gides of the game coin?

By Darren P.Chanter Darren is a psychologigt and member of the
West Yorkshire UFO Research Group.His inter
—est in UF0s is relatively new.This is one
of his first published articles.

The aim of this article is to highlight the often striking similarities
that exist beiween accounts of so-called 'Near Death Experience',and those
which refer to alleged 'close encounters' — particularly those UFO cases wh—
ich exhibit a high degree of strangeness.I intend to suggest that,in view of
these similarities,the two types of experience are fundamentally related.
Both are examples of the percipient having undergone an altered state of con
—sciousness.

One man has made an extensive study of thz 'near death ewperience® (or NDE).
He ig Dr Raymond Moody.Moody noted fifteen stages or evenis which can be said
to e 'typical' of this phenomcnon,in so far as they occur regularly from one
account to the next. (1) (A1l page numbers in this article refer to this bodt.)
Briefly, these can be described ag follows:—

1 "Ineffability": S0 far outside the realm of normal,everyday experience do
these experiences prove to be,that those involved almost always label
them ag being ineffa¥le or inexpressable.

2 "Hearing the news": On numerous occasions subjects have heard what is said
by those around them,including "hearing their doctors or other spectators
..pronounce them dead" (p.26)

3 "Feelings of peace and quiet": These occur throughout the NDE,thoungh they
are particularly evident during the early stages.

4 "The noise': Various "auditory sensations” (p.28) are reported.Some are
vleasant,almost musicaljothers not so (eg loud ringing or banging).

5: "The dark tunnel™: Almost without exception '"people have the sensation
of being pulled very rapidly through...(what is variously described as)
2 tunnel, funnel,vacuum,void,sewer,valley or a cylinder." (p.29)

6: "Out of the body": Usually following (sometimes preceeding) their passage
through the tunnel,subjects find they have separated from their "physicalk
body" — which they can still clearly see beneath them - often to find
themselves in another "body",which is described as ephemeral in nature ,
totally lacking in physical characteristicsyand possessing an ability o
travel instantaneously.Other interesting aspects of this new kind of exist
—ence include a sense of 'timelessness' and a heightened awareness.

T: "Meeting others'": At this fage subjects often experience dezp feelings
of loneliness and isolation.However,these are soon dispelled by the
arrival of "spiritual beings"(often recognisable as deceased relaiives
or friends) who come to zreet and comfort them.

8&: "The being of lighit": This gtage invariably takes the form of a meeiing
with a being of 1igcht,which communicates telepathically with the subject.

9: "The review": Freguently this communication with the being of light in-
volves a panoramic review of the subjects 1ife up to the moment of hix
'death'.Although this takes place almost instantly,all who experience it
remember it in vivid detsil.

10: "The border or limi%": Occasionally peovnle report having avproached,but
been unalle to cross over, a kind of torder or limit;such as a door,fence,
expanse of water,or a simple line situated in front of them.
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11: "Coming back": Before being allowed fo cross this btorder,all subjects
are informed that (irrespective of whether or not they wish %o do s0)
they must return to their physical bodies, (The fact that they return
mekes these near death experiences - ie the people live to tell the talel)
Interestingly,very few "experience the actual re-entry" (p.60)

12: "Telling others": Despite the certainty the subjects themselves feel as
regards the reality of their experience,there is a general reluctance on
their part to reveal them to anyone other than a close friend or relative
~ usually fer fear of ridicule or of being thought mentally unstable,

13: "Effect on lives": Following their experience many individuals report that
their 1life has taken on a renewed sense of meaningjand that they have
undergone a marked chanze in attitude regarding vertain key issues.

14: "New views of death": Perhaps the mosi profound of these effeots concerns
the subjects attitude to death after the NDE.The prospect no longer fri-
ghtens or worries the overwhelming majority of percipients.

15: "Corroboration”: Although most NDE claims are by their very nature imposs-—
ible to corrotorate,this is not the case with those events which allegedly
took place whilst the subject was viewing his body.It is often found that
what the subject claimed to have seen and heard (whilst seeminsly uncon —
scious) coincides with the testimony of wiinesses who certainly were fully
conscious at the time, (2)

Moody collected this data in his capacity as a psychiatrist,from hundreds
of people who came close to death following accident or illmess.It is interesi-
ing to note just how many Feabures arpresent in the UFO literature,

For example,describing experiences as "ineffable" is a common reaction am—
ong URO witnessesyas is a marked reluctance to reveal their stories to the
general public. (3) We also find a sense of timelessness,heightened awareness
of surroundings,and feelings of peace and calm are all assects of the "Oz Factor"
~ a term coined by Jenny Randles to describe a range of strange,almost dream—
like effects that close encounter participants regularly experience.

Although less commonyoui-of-body experiences (00BEs) have alsc been reported
in connection with close encounters...varticularly CEis.For example ,contactee
Geymor Sunderland reported experiencing a dissociation from her physical body
during her encounter, (4) (ynor also reported being sucked through a long
tunnel towards a bright light,followed by telepathic communication with alien
beings - during which she allegedly felt no fear and remained quite calm.

Whilst (Bymor 3underland is somewhat unique in that she claims most of the
Moody stages {and several more besides),she is by no means alone in having
undergone — in the context of a UFO encounter — experiences that parallel al-
most exactly those during an NDE.

One further similarity should be noted and its significance considered.This
is the szituation of the percipient, Several recent studies have shown that UFO
CEA cases (or alien contacts) tend very g¢rongly towards being single-witnegss
events,usually occurring late at night either in the bedroom or some isolated
environment where there is limited sensory input. (5) Compare this with the
situation faced by a severely ill patient ~ "often isolated and immobile.....
in conditions of subdued sound and light with no visitors..." (p.117).The
comparigons are obvious.Little wonder the resulting experiences also prove ta
be so alike.Indeed,the presence of gensory deprivation appsars to be an imp -
ortant - perhaps even necegsary — factor in the attainment of an altered state
of consciousness and,therefore,also in the kind of experience that tends to
result from such a state.This view is “urther supported by the findings of
psychologists studing isolation research.These tally very closely with both the
N¥DE and UFO close encounter accounts. (6)

Before I finish I should mention the relizious vision,The gimilarities are
again very striking and include the following:—
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i) Such visions are generally seen by a single percipient,even though others
may be in the vicinity (this "sphere of influence" for an encounter is a
common aspect of UFD cases)

ii) They are rarely unigue eventsjie many religious visionarieg {like U0
contactees) tend to become "repeaters".

iii)Any communication beiwecen entities and participant usually iakes place by
telepathy and fregrently takes the form of a warning or prophecy comcerning
mang impending doom and how we might avoid this fate.Again this is the
single most common message allegedly given by UFO entities.

iv) As with Cids and NDEsyreligioud visions invariably hava a profound effect
on those who experience themjoften resulting in marked chanses in attitude
values and 1ife styles.

GElbert Cornu,a French ufologist,seems to have discovered a close correl -
ation between UFO sightings and religious visions.He looked at visions of the
Virgin Mary (probably the hest known and most frequently seen figure) and his
results suggest that the two are related mn some possibly fundamentel way.(?)

We have seen how the UFO contacts and NDE are often so alike in content
that they could be interchangeable.loreover,both experiences tend to occur
under very similar circumstancesi;more often than not when the percipient ig
in some altered state of congciousness (usually resulting from a combination
of isolation and sensory deprivation).Therefore it seems logical to conclude
that the two are fundamentally related and present different aspects of omne
and the same phenomenon.If this is the case,then the analogy of a coin (with
NDZs and UFO encounters representing the two sides)is appropriate.However,the
inclusion of the religious vision into the picture suggests that the coin may
well be multi - faceted.

Of gourse a crucial guestion remains,particularly in ufology.Does this
altered state of consciousnes actually cause or merely enable the experience
to take place?

References: (1) Moody,Dr R, Life after life, Mockingbird,1975, Bantam, 1976

(2) Many first hand accounts are included in Hoody's book.

(3) Indeed,Moody's statement "an enormous mass of material lies
hidden in the minds of persons who have had such experiences tut who,for fear
of being labelled "crazy" or "over—imaginative',have never related them %o
more than one or two friends or relatives..." (p.94) refers to NDEs.but seems
equally valid as comment on the UFO phenomenon.

{4) Randles,Jenny, Alien Contact, Spearman/Daniels,1982,Coroneti3

(5) Randles,Jenny, UFO Study, Hale, 1981, Chapter 16

(6) These include time and reality distortions,panoramic reviews
of life,encounters with non—human entities,and separation from the bedy.

(7) BEvans,Hilary,Visions,inparitions,Alien Visitors, Aguarian,
1984 -~ (p.121) "Whatever UFO sightings are,they are something which is related
to visiong of the virgin, and vice-versa."

0 =0 =0=0=0—0w 0 O—0—0—O—0—0— 0~ 0— 0=

THCU GITS ON THE POSSIZLE NATURE OF THE TNTELLI GENCE AT WORK IN UFO PHENOMENA

By Ian.3.Cresswell Ian is a member of the North Lancashire UFO
Investigation Group,and has been a researcher
for ten years.He has published many theoreiical
articles,eg in HACUIA.

Do the experiences of a UFQ witness offer any indication about the kind of
intelligence involved in this phenomenon? Can we take it at face value and
assume that it is physical and objective,relating to actual encounters with
alien graft and their occupants? Or might these manifestations be of a quite
different kind?
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In my work to date I have tried to outline the many inconsistancies ,
distortions and discrepancnes in close encounter cases,which appear to
make little sense if we are dealing with an external,physical phenomenon.
(See "What dreams Might Come" — MAMNIA,16, 1984).

Iy main conclusion has been that the main core of the exotic UFO phen -
omenon (the close encounter case ) has its origin other than in an external,
objective cause.The witnesses have, in fact, experienced a series of subject
~ive images that have been superimposed upon objective reality_in such a way
that they are indistinguishable from it.

If thig is true,where does it leave those cases which seem to produce
physical evidence (eg photographs, ground traces etc)? While some of this
evidence does appear to indicate something objective,when it is given closer
inspection by scientific metheds it often falls apart.We must face up to the
harsh fact that the UFO phenomenon cannot be proven to be objective, at least
on the bagis of the evidence so far available.

The experiences themselves fail to fit the usual scientific pattern for
theory,experiment and test,Ingtead they are very much of a subjective nature
and,as such, fall into the domain of the psychologist.However,that said,I do
not wish to give the false impression that these experiences result from some
almormal psychological state of mind, nor that the percipients are willings
these events to occur.They do not seem to be of a pathological nature. Those
who undergo =zlose encounters tendyon the whole, to be sane and gtable.Yet they
experience things that are guite literally bizarre.These are fully auteomatic
and autonomic and manifegt outside the control of the conscious part of the
mind of those who witness them.

A number of interesting factors have come to 1isht in recent years and these
add strength to the basic outline I have set out:—

(1} Hany of the close encounter cases occur in isolation from nther peonle
when the level of sensory background is lower than it would be if there
were other people present.

(2) A large nuaber of these incidents occur during the hours of darkmess or
just before and after thisg time,

(3) The experiences frequently occur when the witnesses are driving or doing
gomething fairly automatic.

(4) Many of these cases involve children or young people,or individuals from
a mainly rural location.

(5) Many of the close encounters of the fourth kind (CE4s) have come to 1light
thanks to methods of regression (eg hypnosis) or from half-remembered
dreams.

There is a pattern here.What are we to gather from it?

Looking at the first point it does seem that a general lowering of sensory
input is a necesgsary first step to allow the manifestation of images from a
different level of the human psyche.The conscious barriers have to be breached
in order for unconscious content to flow into - our Minds .The second and the
third points follow on naturally from this.There may well be a biological ba-
sis that dictates the importance of the lours of darkness.These are generally
the period of time when the conscious part of the mind is dominated by the un-
conscious.Tt then turns into a "new reality" in which dreams become the land
—-scape,

tice how if,during the normal hours of: sleep,people remain awake for ex-
cegsive periods unconscious images become very strong and can even super-—
impose themselves upon the "real® world.Is there a connection here with the
many nocturnal close encounters?
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Something similar may be suggested concerning the way sersory thresholds
lower when someone is driving.It is as if the person enters a state similar
to that of a sleep-walker.

It is also of great interest that young children have more UFO encounters
than one might expect.In most, if not all,young children,and to a lesgser ex-
tent young people in the age group 12 io 16 years,ego (self) consciousness is
not as well defined as it is for an adult.This is egpecially true of children
who have a strong 'paychic' life,with fantasy,imaginary playmates and wish -
fulfillment being very prominent,

Reality to the mind of a child can be very different from that of an adult-
Subjective images quite often take the place of the "real world", without the
child necessarily realising that it has happened.The kind of imasges that are
found in the dreams of children freguently stem from that part of the mind wh-
ich psychiatrist Carl Jung termed the "collective unconscious".These images
cannot be represented or understood in a material way.They are symbols.Myths
and fairy tales are prime examples,which is why these form such a cruvial el-
ement in every child's life — irrespectiive of culture,

If what I am trying to show is correct and close encounters are subjective
instead of objective in nature,then we might predict that witnesses would tend
to be younz and from rural (or unscientific) areas of socisty.Akso those cases
which have come to 1lizht throu-h the use of regression or dreams further sugg-
est that we are dealing with images instead of real events.When a wiitness under
—zo2c the process of regression then it removes the normal barriers (which
prevent material from the vnconscious flooding inte the conscious mind). Sub-
jective phenomena are then experienced,but (most importantly) the witness has
no way to tell whether these thinas are completely subjectiive or partly ob—
jective, Because both are as-umed to be real,by the thoroughly confused mind.

What fthen are we dealimg with in UFO close encounters? Is it an external
series of events mixed with subjectivity,or a purely subjective sequence of
images stamped upon the "real world" as a form of illusion? I think the facts
tend to support the latter.However,I am not persuaded that this means the
controlling intellisence must be our own.All it seems safe to assume is that
the intelligence at work (whatever it is) uses the human mind to manifest.

I+t is very important that we do not automatically view this intelligence
as existing beyond the boundaries of man's knowledge.It may not be.Ilt appears
to be working through our minds to create belief systems that form the heart
of the UF0 phanomenon as we understand it.Whether we can regard this source
as truly "alien" {in the conwventional appli mtion of that term) has to be very
doubtful.Oply one problem such a consequence would provide is how it could
have been so active over almost the entirity of man's history.Has some alien
race a2lways been here? Do we suggest that the purpose of this intelligence is
to create belief systems for mankind? Perhaps the idea is to increase human
awareness by presenting us with baffling and puzzle—causing subjective images.

form of intelligence test.In the past we have interpreted these things in o
religious or mystical form. Now we look at it through twentieth-century eyes.

Man creates his own belief systems, of course.But they tend to be very short
lived and localised to just a few social groups or nations.What is different
about the UFO related belief systems is their predominance and persistance.
They are channeled through all our minds by this hypothetical other intellig-
ence.The result then appears in every culture,resgardless of class,social po-
sition,colour or creed.It also lasts a long time,although some modifications
and extensions to the theme are added from time to time.A sort of update to
introduce new elements that suit the needs of our evolutionary progress.

Many of these themes are of the kind Jung termed archetypal,in ‘the.sense
that they are repregented by images.He considered theij.:‘ origin to be in the
collective unconscious — the myth-making part of the mind.
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that ig this intelligence? Are we dealinz with an exira-terrestrial race,
simply described in psychological jargen? Or is the nature of this intell -
igence far more subtle and complex than we have as yet considered? We do not
know. Put we can speculate.

Let us picture some intelligence that is in a state of greater advancement
than ourselves, so much so that during Its own past Bt has gone through sim—
ilar stages of development to ones we have vet to reach.In that case it knows
our future as well as our past,within certain limits.This intelligence may
only exist at a level of psychic zeality.It may not be physically real in any
form.What if a race such as this wished to impart information to less advanced
culiures (eg ourselves)? Perhaps the only way our hypothetical intelligence
could do this would be by using some form of consistant,but subjeciive,stimulus
and projecting it into cur wunconscicus minds.FProm here a process of trans-—
formation takes place and stimulates us into creating subjective images which
we stamp onto the "real world".

What is the purpose of all this? It seems To be To create belief systems
within our human society.Perhaps this could be a form of educationsl programne.
Mo doubt there will be those who will say this line of thought is both exotic
and mystical, yet do we have any right to deny its potential? It would seem o
be logical to anticipate that a hizhly advanced intelligence would eopear to us
a5 Tmagic,dreams or visions.

Of course,it may well be that to t—uly comprehend this intelligence we must
evolve bryond onr current level of consciousness.Certainly this race seems
to be creating a belief system through seientific and technological imagery,
which, althoush subjective in its nature, is regarded as by us as being a real
technological phenomenon.This is because of the manner in which we project
the images onto the world outside our minds.

Hotice how the images and belief systems associated with the UFO phenomenon
have kept pace with our own level of scientific progruss.But they never go
+

beyond.lNothing new or totally unimowm has come through to us.It constantly
updates itself,but uses whal we lmow.

Perhaps the important thing is not the content of these experiences but
the simple fact of the existence of %his intelligence.It is like a homing
shenal or flashing beacon that we are decoding,

We seem to be decling with an intelligence that can manufacture iis own
reality and manipulate ours.It makes us see exactly what it wanis us to see,
in order that we can comprehend the simple fact that it is here.

These modern day "technological visions" are the latest in a long line of
metaphysical revealations that have been experienced by man throughout our
history.Their apparemt nature is no more accurate in representing their true
skakus than any other.What does count is the message which underlies them.
This secems to be the chosen method of communication by some highlr evolved
intelligence.It may be the only way that modern man can understand.

Whatever the truth, it seems that the outcome may be of great importance
for the human race.To know that we are not alone would change everything.
Put we may be misleading ourself to think that "alien" means extra—terrestrial.
The indications are that this intelligence is very closely connected with us.
To look into the depths of the universe for this fabulous intelligence may be

to look in gquite the wrong place.It may already be here,within.

—0—0=0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0=
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PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS IN 198 5:

Four significant foreign language books were published during the year.
In French,Michel Dorier and Jean~Pierre Troadec issued "Les OVNI" (The UFOg)
in a series "What do I know?" from the French University Press.It forms a
brief summary of major cases and theories.More revolutionary is Bertrand Meheust
and his new work "Soucoupes wvolantes et folklore" (Mying Saucers and Folklore)
— which is an examination of how society weaves myths around the concept of
the U0 and is one of the very few behavioural science studies of the field.
It was published by Mercure in Paris.

Tn Ttalian there is "UFO: illusione o realia ?" from Massimo Greco and Arrigo
Muscic.This discusses several of the best Italian cases on record. (CUN)

In Spanish comes "UIIO—- la increible verdad" by veteran researcher Antonio
Ribera, U110 is an amazing affair concerning supposed extra-terresirial messages
offering a wealth of data about an alien race,received via the postal system
in Spain for twenty years! Ribera has already produced one book on the matter
and this new attempt relates the history of this incredible saga.Published hy
Plaza ¥y Janes,

American Works:—

LUMON: ~1985 Symposium Proceedings Edited by Walt Andrus and Richard Hall
180pp 310 US from NUFON Review:~ Clark,FATE,December 1985

An annuzl treat containing transcripts of the three-day Summer conferences of
NUFON.Notable for the 48pp paper by William Moore updating the UFO crash at
Roswell,lew Mexice, in July 1947.

ALTTNS AMONG US Ruth lMont gomery

240pp B15.95 US by & Putnam inc. Review:— Clark,PATE,February 1986
A look at the contactee and space brothers syndrome told in fairy story
fashion.An enjoyable tut far from critical appraisal of the situation.

RESEARCH WORKING FILE ON ADAMSKI Edited by William HMoore
125pp 316,50 US from Hoore/MUFON Review: - Clark, PATE,February 1986

A collection of contemporary papers and documents concerning the famous
Polish/ﬂmerican contactee George Adamski,who claimed spaceflights in the 1950's.

SCIENCE AND THE UFOs Jenny Randles and Peter Warrington
216pp Bl7.95 US by Blackwell inc. Review:— Rimmer,lIA @MNIA,August 1985

An historical and carrent account of the relationship between science and the
U0 phenomenon,cffering guidelines for how this might be improved, (Also a
UK edition from Basil Blackwell,£12.50:~Review:-The CGiardian,13 July 1985)

THE UFO LITERATURE Richard Rasmussen
Annotated bibliography of 1093 books Review:-— Brunswickl,IUR,Jul/Aug 1985
£29.95 US by McFarland ine.

Useful as a list of booksjyalthough with serious ommisions,No evaluation or
qualifying text.Brief notes on the content of each volume.Valrvable indexes.

British Works:-—

THE UFO CASETZOOL Edited by Peter Brookesmith
96pp  £1.99 by Orbis Bocks Review: -Barclay, The Unknown,Dec 1985

Reprints from "The Unexplained" of UFO case histories once i FSR,by Charles Bowen.
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UF0s: -WHERE DO THEY COME IFROM? BEdited by Peter Brookesmith
96pp £1,99 by Orbis Books Review:—

More Teprints from the part-work "The Unexplained",featuring articles on
UFO origin by a range of leading writers.New introduction by Hilary Evans.

BLESSED ARE THE MERK Deyes Hutton
198pp £9.50 by The Took Guild Review:— Randles,The Unknown,Nov 1985

A novel based on a UFC abduction experience set in Scotland.

A SECRET PROPERTY Ralph Noyes
186pp £7.95 by Quartet Dooks Review:— HBirdsall,QUEST,May/Jyn 1985

A very strange novel about UFOg,which starts in Rendlesham Forest and a
fictional RAT "Bentbridge" and bmeilds to a comic farce ending that offers an
"earthlights" type sclution.Noyes was former head of the WMinistry of Defence
section which handles UFO reports!

BEYOND EBXPLANATION? Jenny Randles
187pp £9,95 by Robert Hale Review:— Barclay,The Unkhnown,Dec 1985

A collection of stories about famous people and their paranormal adventures.
Several involve UFOs.Analysis suggesting a psychologioal,/psychic solution is
also offered.Are UFOs a global psychic phenomenon?

—0=0=0=~0=0—0=2=0—0—D—0—0—

MAJOR MAGAZINE ARTICLE S:

The following list is not meant to be exhaustive but offers some scope for
researchers. The addresses of the magazines are included in a section at the
end and are correct as of 1 Way 1986. If anybody feels a major article has be-
en left out — do let us know.We do not claim to be infallible and there is an
inevitaltle degree of personal choice.

Personalities:

MUFCH Journal Feb "Close Encounter with Dr J.Allen Hynek" Dennis Stacy

pp 3-6 Revealing interview with the most famous scientist in the field.

QUEST I-Tar/Apr "The Ralph Noyes lecture" (raham & Mark Birdsall

PP 3-5 Report on lecture by Noyes,who was head of HoD division which was

responsible for UFO data in Britain.

Research:

IUR Jan/Feb "The case against the IFO" Jenny Randles

pp 4-6 Research study into 100 IFQ reports of a Russian satellite Te -
entry,asking how these compare with UFO reports. (Next issue had
responses and more debate,including from Phillip J.Klass)

FSR Ieb "Abductees are '"nmormal' people" Dr J. Allen Hynek

pp 12-15 A report on a2 major research study examining CE4 witnesses with a
range of psychological tegts.'Flind' psychologists reviewed data
before discovering the fact that the subjects claimed UFO contacts!

HUFON Journal Mar "UFOs: More Engine effects" James McCamphell

pp 4-6 Close encounters where car engineg effected by UF0s,including some

new cases that involve diesel engines - previously thought imune.
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BUFORA Journal
pp 23-28

5ightings:
FSR
pp 17-24

FATE
pp 52-54

IUR

pp 10-13
(also next
two dssues)

IUR
pp 4-7,16

MAM@NIA
pp 19-21

FATE

Theories:

ANOLALY
pp 10-18

MUFON Journal
pp T-13

FATE
pp 68-380

IUR
pp 4-5,16

FORTEAN TINES
pp 63-65

FATE
pp 82-87

BUFORA Journal
pp 2-6

May  "The Frontiers of Ufolosgy" Hilary Lvans
An examination of several aspects of science and the way that
UFO phenomena overlap with themjeg folklore,meteorology etc.

Feb "Ioomerang over three counties" Inbrogno,Lesnick, Clark
A report on the New York State "V" formation UFO sightings.

Feb "The Missing Filmg" Dr Bruce Maccabee
What has happened to film taken of !green fireballs' in the USA
during the Project Twinkle secret research project?

May/Jun  "The South-West 1ights" Brad Sparks & Jerry Clarik

A detailed examination of the sightings which occurred during

the tenancy of Project Twinkle — pieced together from offivial
files and other data.llany strange green fireballs were seen by
sensitive military and nuclear plants and are unresolved today.

Jul/Aug "Crashed Discs" — I\TG/}IAYBE Drs David Jaco.bs/R.Ha.ll
A debate on the question of crashed UFOg.Are the sightings of
any tangible value? Historian Jacobs says no.Hall is less sure.

Dec "Men in Black=a new case" Peter Hough
A rarity in Britain,follow up by sinister men after a UFO case
in Wigan.lIBs (I'en in Black) — from the phenomenon or some
secret government agency investigating reports?

Dec "UFO gateteurs" Micheal T. Shoemaker
Mysterious aircraft sightings in 1916 on the US mainland.
War nerves or early UFOs?

Jan. "Earthlights update” Devereux,McCartney,Robins
Latest developments in the "earthlights" theory for geo-phy
—sical UFQ origin.Reproduction of lights in British laboratories
with photo results.

Feb "Ufonauts—homo sapiens of the future?"Dr M.Swords
A lock at the idea that UFOs might be time—travel vehicles
and ufonauts our own descendants if evolution trends continue.

Mar "UFO abductions or birth memories?"Alin T. Lawson
Lawson reviews his theory that contact cases might be a re-
pressed memory of our own birth.

lday/Jun "Birth traumas from outer space" D.Scott Rogo
Roge answers the Lawson theory and produces much critical
evidence that seems to refute it.

Summer "The UFO as a geopsychic artifact” Hilary Evans
An updated review of the theory that geophysiical processes
can create fields of energy that trigger psychic or psycho -
logical experiences in close encounter witnesses.

Oct  "Seeing the 1ights" Hilary Evans
UFCs as intelligent balls of light that may dwell in the
atmosphere (also November).

Nov "The Doorman LEffect" Jenny Randles
Is there a filter process in the brain which allows data
through from the subconscious mind;this data being clothed
in UFO images but representing a message from some other source!l
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USEFUL ADDRESSE s3:

Australia: WAUFOIC 18 Scott Street Koongamia 6046 Western Australia

Denmark: SUFOI (UFO Wyt) Postbox 6 DK-2820 Gentofte Denmark
France: FFU 45 Rue du Bon Pagteur Lyon 69001 France
EPAN C/o CNES 18 avenue Edouard Belin Toulouse IG5 FPrance
LDLN F-30250 Sommieres France
Italy: CUN C/o PO Box 29 I-25121 Brescia Italy
Scandinavia: Project Hessdalen PO Box 14 N-3133 Duken Horway
Switzerland: OVNI-Présence AESV CP 342 1800-Vevey 1 Switzerland
United Kingdom:
MUFORA 6 Silsden Ave Lowton Lancashire WA3 18N ngland
NLUFOI G 89 Bare Lane lMlorecambe Lancashire LA4 6RN Ingland
SI &P 45 Burden Way Grange Park Guildford Surrey G2 @D England
WAPIT 6 Alder Ave Pemberton Wigzen Lancs WN5 9FY England

WYUFORG 19 Bellmount Cardens Bramley Leeds W.YorksISl3 2D England
United States:

APRO 3597 W. Grape Drive  Tucson Arizona 85741 USA.
CUrOs #* 1955 John's Drive Qenview TIllinois 60025 USA.
MUFOI  + Box 12434 San Antonio Texas 78212 USA.

(* Publish "International UFO Reporter".... + Publish "MUFON Journal)

English Language Magazines:

ANOMALY 65 Amersham Rd  High Wycombe Bucks HP13 544 England
BUFORA BULLETIN 34b Marylebone High St London WiM 3PF Ingland
FATE 500 Hyacinth Place Highland Park TIllinois 60035 USA.
FORTEAN TINES 96 Mansfield Road London NwW2 3HX Ensland
FSR FSR Publications Ltd  Snodland Eent MES S5HT Enzland
MAM@NIA 64 Alric Avenue New Malden Surrey KT3 4JW England
NORTHERN UFO NENS 8 Whitethroat Walk Birchwood Cheshire WA3 €PQ Bngland
QUEST 68 Buller Crescent Leeds W.Yorks Ls9 6LJ England

THE UNKIIOWN Sovereign Publications Brentwood Essex Clil4 4355 England

THE BRITISH UFO RESEARCH ASSOCIATION (BUFORA) IS DEDICATED TO THE FOLLOWIMN G

1:- Encouraging unbiased scientific research into Ul0s throughout the UK

2:—~ Collecting and disseminating data relating to UF0s and UFO sightings

3:= Coordinating UFO research throughout the UK and cooperating with all
gimilar minded organisations throughout the world.

It pubilishes BUFORA BULLETIN and the research—stanted JTAP (Journal of Tran-

sient Aerial Phenomena).Monthiy lecture programmes are held in central Lon-—

don throughout most of the year.

Address:— (Membership) 30 Vermont R4 Upper Norwood London SF19 3SR

This publication was produced by BUFORA for the UFC world and any of its
material may be re-used provided this and the original source are both cited.
Printed by Emjay Reprographics Fn a
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