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BUFORA NATIONAL
INVESTIGATIONS
COMMITTEE (NIC)
INVESTIGATIONS
REPORT

The NIC comprises sixteen investiga-
tors at the present time. with several
more enrolled on the PTC.

POSTAL TRAINING
COURSE

Dave Pointon, the national co-
ordinator of the PTC has had to step
down from this role due to family and
work commitiments,

Because of this and as a temporary
measure, I have taken over the ad-
ministration of the course together
with Judy Jaafar, who has kindly
agreed to help tutor this course with
me. At the present time, we have two
new trainees, enrolled on the course
from Mid Glamorgan in Wales and
from Kent which are areas were we
have no cover at all at the present
time..

SIGHTINGS

BUFORA have logged 217 reports for

1999, which shows a decrease in
sighting reports to BUFORA dur-
ing last year. During 1998 293
reports were logged . which indi-
cates a twenty-five percent de-
crease in reports to BUFORA for
1999 in comparison 1o 1998,
Many ol these have been ex-
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plained. but within the resources
that we have there are a residual
that do remain unknown at this
time,

Of these reports 28 can be defined as
high strangeness or close encoun-
ter experiences. so therefore we
are looking at about twelve and
half per cent of reports last year
as being perceived in the more
exotic framework of alien en-
counters. This indicates a steady
increase in this type of report. In
1997/1998 the more extraordinary
range of reports were logged at
about 10% of the total figure.
There is no doubt that BUFORA
continues to receive a diverse
spectrum of reports that lie within
many areas of extraordinary hu-
man experiences, reported to our
organisation due in part to a per-
ception of theses experiences as
being linked and related to the
UFO mystery. These can involve
anything from strange balls of
light to puzzling bedroom dream
like experiences or car journeys
which involve curious time dis-
crepancies after seeing unusual
lights.  Also integrated into re-
ports are those cases once inter-
preted as paranormal events now
being perceived as UFO and alien
encounters.

We are also looking at a different way
of viewing these strange events as
people and our advanced technol-
ogy become ever inexorably
linked. As we look to the skies,
and assimilate endless informa-
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tion from the internet and the me-
dia addressing these issues each
with thewr very own theories, this
can sometimes  prevent us — from
having o search for answers
Why look for answers when we
can shape what we’ve seen or ex-
perienced with the imagery now
so readily available to us. In our
quest, both witness and researcher
must go beyond the image makers
and learn to fit one piece of the
puzzle at a time combined with
the scientific disciplines  that can
be so revealing in learning about
ourselves, the human conscious-
ness and the mysteries of our uni-
verse

About thirty reports to BUFORA dur-
ing 1999 were not recent sight-
ings.  Most of the thirty were
from 1997-1998. Others included
reports from 1960, 969, 1971
1973, 1981, 1989 and 1994,
Therefore people still  report
sightings  which can  go  back
thirty to forty years and more.

This creates many difficulties of

course, but they are sull impor-
tant  for research purposes and
should be logged with a BU-
FORA questionnaire.

aircraft, astronomical phenomena,
satellites, weather balloons, air-
ships ete.
These fieures do not include the sight-
ing reports which are emailed directly

to the BUFORA webh-site.

Anomalous lights in the sky continue
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Some of
these can be explained in terms of

to be responsible for a majority of all
sighting reports with nvestizations
made more difficult when people add
solid objects o these lights withouwt
actually having seen an object...only
a light or lights. When questioned
closely it can be determined that the
observer has only actually seen lights
in the sky. This is a very important
issue in nvestigation and has to be
very carefully evaluated in trying to
elicit accurate information from the
witness. To illustrate this major prob-
lem during December of last year I re-
ceived a worried call from the Police
in Cleveland as they had received sev-
eral calls from people in Middles-
brough reporting UFOs on the Estan
Hills. From the description the police
gave me the reports were highly in-
dicative ot a laser light display, but
they informed me that they would
have known about this. T explained it
was  probably unlikely they would
know about various light shows. One
of the witnesses called me and I asked
where the nearest pub, or nightspot
would be. He suggested a pub in Guis-
borough . several miles to the south
east of the Eston Hills. T asked him
to get in touch with them and check
out whether there was a light show
going on. He called me back to tell
me this was indeed the case.  Mission
accomplished and the police were
none the wiser! Simple and mundane
answers to perceptions of spaceships
and flying saucers.

We had several reports to BUFORA
last year, which turned out to be air-
ships.  These are often described
very exotic ways and often will give
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the same away hecause of the highly

elossed descriptions,

Satellites have also created UFQ  re-
ports to BUFORA in 1999, Satellites
can be seen as a point source of light
moving slowly and smoothly usually
in an easterly direction with a viewing
time of anywhere up to 20 minutes.
Autokinetic effects can sometimes ap-
pear to make the satellite appear to jog
off course and zig zag. This is due to
involuntary jerky movement of the
eye when you look at a point source
for a period of time.

Iridium satellites, 66 in orbit, can be
observed as a glint in our early eve-
ning or predawn skies. Their large
flat antennas act like giant mirrors and
can reflect a narrow beam of sunlight
to the Earth which can be extremely
brilliant.

Due to some excellent investigative
work. Tony Eccles. has identified spe-
cific satellites as being responsible for
a sighting report from October 1999,
which gives further new information
to the BUFORA NIC. The name
given to these specific satellites are
NOSS. which stands for Naval Ocean
Surveillance System.  Meteor ob-
servers became familiar with the
NOSS Trio of satellites which are ob-
served in an equilateral pattern and are
part of the US Navy’s Spaceborne
Electronic Intelligence System, which
tracks the position, speed and direc-
tion of all military ships at sea. Three
satellites can track these ships more
accurately than a singular satellite by
measuring the time difference of a sig-
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nal receipt.

Unusual atmospheric phenomena such
as ball lightning have possibly been
responsible for two cases reported to
BUFORA during the last two years,
and which have been documented in
the Bulletin as this a very interesting
and rare phenomenon,

More information on ball Tlightning
has been reported very recently and
information on this comes via the
Daily Record and Sunday Mail. Two
Scottish climbers on Ben Lomond ran
for their lives after being zapped by a
flaming ball of dazzling, bluish-white,
which came down touched them caus-
ing a shock right through their bodies.
It then flew off at an angle and van-
ished with a deafening explosion.
They describe a tremendous noise that
shook them off their feet. Dr. Terence
Meadon of the Bradford Upon Avon
based Tornado Storm Rescarch Or-
ganisation commented that they could
have been killed.

PHOTOGRAPHS/VIDEO
FOOTAGE

With regard to laser lights and their
misidentification, BUFORA investi-
gators  Judith Jaafar and Malcolm
Robinson viewed footage from the
London area during 1999, The pho-
tographer was convinced that he has
captured an ‘object’ not of this earth.
He had never observed an object ei-
ther on or off camera only lights mov-
ing within cloud coverage.  After
viewing the footage Judith and Mal-
colm explained to him that these were
laser lights. but he did not wish to
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hear this. He had captured a "UIKOY
on camera and did not want it to be
identfied.  This, of course is a fairly
common problem with photographs
and video footage that come into BU-

FORA

BUFORA have also received stills
from Video footage taken during the
Sierra Madre fires in Mexico in 1998
and video footage taken from an air-
craft window showing what the pho-
tographer thought were two UFOs
moving around the wing of the air-
craft.  In both cases these have been
analysed and evaluated by Bill Rose.

In the Mexico case, there were incon-
sistencies with the footage, due 10
long exposure times causing  Cstar
trailing” and possibly light trails from
moving sources such as helicopters or
fix wing aircraft. The latter case was
probabiy dJue to shooting through a
double layer of non-optical quality
elass/plastic  at an  oblique angle,
which is an invitation to record dirt
marks and minor optical defects ete.
Slight repositioning of the camera can
also make small nearby optical arti-
facts appear and disappear. The two
small objects recorded by the wing ac-
tually appear to move across it, sug-
eesting parallax — (difference in posi-
tion when viewed from different
points) created by camera movement/
position adjustment, which was —an-
other strong indication that nothing
more than small window simudges are
involved.

Photographs taken by a lady on Bal-
ham High Street at midnight  with
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clear shots of the full moon proved
definitively  to be opucal  artfacts,
which are o very common problem
when working at night. The cause 1s
the presence ol bright light sources,
although these secondary images are
rarely apparent to the photographer at
the time of taking the pictures.

On behalt of BUFORA [ would hike to
extend my sincere thanks and appre-
ciation to Bill Rose for his time in
conducting analysis on the video film
and photographs.

Research & Investigations
Meeting — 12" February 2000

Minutes of the recent R & | meeting
have been distributed to all investiga-
tors and researchers in addition to be-
ing posted on the BUFORA Web-site
for all BUFORA members 10 access.
This will be a regular feature on the
web-site for tuture NIC meetings.

On behalf of the NIC, T would like to
extend my thanks and appreciation to
all investigators for their time and
dedication in their work for the BU-
FORA NIC. 1 would also like to ex-
tend my thanks to Judy Jaafar in her
role as Secretary to the NIC particu-
larly for her concise and coherent
writing and distribution of the min-
utes at all these meetings. This has
been a real contribution to the NIC.

BUFORA and the NIC would like to
extend therr considerable thanks and
appreciation to Dave Pointon. who has
recently stepped down from his Tong-
term role as Natonal Co-ordinator fon
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the P'IC
talised the course. setting high stan-
dards for potential investigators and

Over the vears he has revi-

has contributed a great deal ol time
and energy 1o this very important
foundation  for UFO investigation.
However I am very glad to report that
David remains as Deputy Director of
Investigations.

To conclude this report and on behalf
of the BUFORA NIC, I would like to
express our deepest thanks and appre-
ciation to Steve Gamble for his con-
stant support to the NIC through many
years, attending nearly all of our
meetings no matter which part of the
country they were held in. and for or-
ganising them in Cambridge on sev-
eral occasions. You are greatly
missed Steve.

On a more poignant note and on be-
half of the NIC. I would also like to
express how much we all miss Arnold
West.

Gloria Heather Dixon

STRANGE
PHENOMENA
INVESTIGATIONS

Founded by Malcolm Robinson in
1979 now has a branch in England

SPI England. 41 Castlebar Road. Eal-
ing. London, England. W5 2D1J.

E-mail: spi_spi@hotmail.com
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Bufora Ltd

Report of the Directors

The directors present herewith their
annual report together with the ac-
counts of the company for the year
ended 31st August 1998.

The company is a private company
limited by guarantee and without
share capital.

Principle Activity

The principal activities of the com-
pany during the financial year have
been to encourage, promote and con-
duct unbiased scientific research of
unidentified flying object(UFQ) phe-
nomena thoughout the United King-
dom and to co-operate with others en-
gaged upon such work thoughout the
world.

Directors

The directors who held office during
the year were as follows:-

M Cassirer

G Dixon

I JTaAfar

A West(Secretary)
R Lindsay

R Digby (Treasurer)
A Eccles (Appointed 4/4/98)
M Hudson( Appointed 4/4/98)

I Spencer
S Gamble

R Moore
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Directors Responsibilities

Company Law requires the directors
o prepare accounts for each financial

year which give a true and fair view of

the state of affairs of the company and
the profit or loss of the company for
that period. In preparing those ac-
counts, the directors are required to
e Select suitable accounting poli-
cies and then apply them consis-
tently.
e Make Judgements and estimates
that are reasonable and prudent.
prepare the accounts on the going
concern basis unless 1t 1s nappro-
priate to presume that the com-
pany will continue in business.

The directors are responsible for keep-
ing proper accounting records which
disclose with reasonable accuracy at
any time the financial position of the
company and to enable them to ensure
that the accounts comply with the
Companies Act 1985. They are also
responsible for sateguarding the assets
of the company and hence taking rea-
sonable steps for the prevention and
detection of fraud and other irregulari-
ties.

Political and Charitable Con-
tributions

During the year the company made no
political or charitable contributions.

Accountants

Messrs N OBrien & Co Chartered
Accountants have continued in olfice
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for the current year.

In preparing the above report the di-
rectors have taken advantage of spe-
cial exemptions applicable o small
companies  provided by part 11 of
schedule 8 of the companies act 1985

DONATIONS RECEIVED
1" September 1998 to
31* August 1999

The Council wishes to express its
thuanks to the following members who

have generously supported the work
of BUFORA during the past year:

D.J.Addison

G.F.N. Knewstub
P.D. Corbett

P.J. MacCarthy

Miss F. Farquharson
J. McGilvray

G. Frey

R.Stamp

B.P. James

S.M. Winslade-Ratter

Council also notes with gratitude the
countless hours contributed to the As-
sociation by its officers, investigators
and researchers, whose voluntary ef-
forts are the life blood of BUFORA.

A. West, Secretary
[Note: This list was prepared by Ar-

nold betore his recent death. Treasur-
ers report contains an update
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Treasurer’s Report for
the financial year to
31" August 1999

My report includes the accounts cur-
rently lodged with Companies House on
30" June 1999 for the previous year.
These are 1n the format required for that
purpose. | have elected to present our
finances in a simplified form for the
year ending 31" August 1999 as | did
last year.

We started the year with £3.662.64 at
the bank but with around 2/3rds already
spoken for by outstanding liabilities.
Our income 1n the year from all sources
was £6.750.59 but was outstripped by
expenditure of £8.088.25 meaning a
shortfall of income over expenditure of
(-£1.337.66). Therefore, we ended the
year with £2,324.98 at the bank, having
made up the difference.

In the previous two years, our accounts
have been distorted by Conference ex-
penditures. Although income is well
down on previous years, so is expendi-
ture. I make the following comparison
with last year :-

Category 1998 1999
Admin 5848 1966.85
Publications 4022 3400
Lectures 1908 2044 .94
News Cutting 2792 300
Newsfile 364 376.46
Totals 14934 8088.25

[ have simphified the categories of ex-
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penditure and no longer try to appor-
tion monies to Research or Investiga-
tion. activities are reflected
across all categories in so far as they
can be adequately captured.

These

We still have £200 allocated for spe-
cial investigation purposes and £1500
was allocated for a book publishing
project. This arrangement may have to
be reviewed but although finances re-
main tight in a declining markel, es-
sential services are still being deliv-
ered.

I would like to thank my fellow direc-
tors for their help during the year, es-
pecially Steve Gamble and Arnold
West whose efforts made a big differ-
ence to the bottom line in saving us
money. Jenny Randles continued to
run the UFOCall service which brings
us in a regular income. 1 also ac-
knowledge donations from G.
Knewstub, S.Gamble, Mr.McGilvray,
G.Frey and P.Corbett. Also, our offi-
cers. Researchers and Investigators
whose voluntary efforts are the life-
blood of Bufora.

I propose the accounts be scrutinised
by Messrs O'Brien and Company as
in the past two years. The legal form
of them to be lodged with Companies
House prior to 30" June 2000 based
on the figures I have presented today.

Robert Digby, Hon.Treasurer, Bufora
Ltd., 1" April 2000
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Bufora Ltd

Revenue Account for the year ended 31st August 1998

1998 1997
Turnover 16796 17766
Less Prime cost events 6300 9044
Gross Surplus 10496 8722
Less
Research & Investigations - 945
Administration Costs 9276 24236
9276 25181
Operating Surplus(Deficit) 1220 (16459)
Interest Received = 7
Surplus (deficit)to General Fund 1220 (16452)
Balance of General Fund
at 1lst September 1997 (78) 16374
Balance of General Fund
at 31st August 1998 £1142 £(78)

The directors have taken advantage of special exemptions con-
ferred by part 1 of Schedule 8 of the Companies Act 1985 ap-
plicable to small companies the preparation of the accounts
and have done so on the grounds that , in their opinion, the
company qualifies as a small company.

For the financial year ended 31st August 1998, the company
was entitled to exemption from audit under Section 249A(1)
Companies Act 1985, and no notice has been deposited under
Section 249B(2). The directors acknowledge their responsi-
bilities for ensuring that the company keeps accounting re-
cords which comply with section 221 of the Act and preparing
accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of the
company as at the year end and of the profit for the finan-
cial year in accordance with the requirements of the Compa-
nies Act 1985, so far as is applicable to the company.
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Bufora Ltd
Balance Sheet as at 31st August 1998

Tangible Fixed Assets
Equipment at cost

at 1lst September 1997 & 98 3848 3848

Less

Depreciation

At 1lst September 1997 3848 1729

Charge for the year - 2119
3848 3848

Net Tangible Assets - -

Current Assets

Cash at Bank 3662 2385
Sundry Debtors & Prepayments - 3444
3662 5529

Current Liabilities
Creditors 2520 5907

Net Assets £1142 £(78)

General Fund

Balance at lst September 1997 (78) 16374
Surplus /(Deficit)for the ye=r 1220 (16452)
Balance at 31st August 1998 £1142 £(78)

Signed on behalf of the Board of Direc-

Dated 30th June 1999
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Bufora Limited

Accountants Report

vear ending 31lst August 1998

As described on the balance sheet, the directors are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts for the
year ended 31st August 1998, as set out on page 3 and
consider that the company is exempt from an audit and a
report under section 249A(1l) of the Companies Act 1985.
In accordance with their instructions, we have compiled
these unaudited accounts in order to assist them to
fulfil their statutory responsibilities, from account-
ing records and information and explanations supplied
to us.

In our opinion the financial statements give a true and
fair view of the state of the company’s affairs at 31lst
August 1998 and of its result for the year then ended
and have been properly prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Companies act 1985 applicable to
small companies.

N O’Brien

151 Farnham Lane
Chartered Accountants
Slough Berks SL2 2EW
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Bufora Ltd

Notes to the accounts
31st August 1998

1. Accounting Policies

(a) Basis of Accounting

The accounts have been prepared under the historical
cost convention.

(b) Cash Flow

The accounts do not include a cash flow statement be-
cause the company, as a small reporting entity, is ex-
empt from the requirement to prepare such a statement
under Financial Reporting Standard 1 "Cash Flow State-
ments"

(c) Tangible Fixed Assets

Depreciation is provided at the following annual rates
to write down each asset over its estimated useful
life. Equipment -25% of net book wvalue

(d) Taxation

The Company is a mutual trading company deriving its
income from its members. Deposit interest is taxed at
source.

(e) Research and Development
Expenditure on research and development is written off
in the year in which it is incurred.
2.Capital and Members Liability
The company is limited by guarantee and in the event of
winding up the liability of each member would be lim-
ited to £1

BUFORA LIMITED

COMPANIES REGISTERED NUMBER 1234924

BUFORA Bulletin ])ilgC 35



Turning UFQOs into
IFOs - NOSS

by Anthony Eccles

During October of 1999, a UFO case
had come to my atention from the
Thingwall area of the Wirral on Mer-
seyside. A fiflty five year old sales engi-
neer called John was walking his dog in
the fields on the Tuesday night of the 5"
of October. John and his dog were lo-
cated to the north of Prenton Brook, and
to the east of fur Lower Thingwall Lane.
[t was ten o’clock at night and the sky
was slightly covered with cloud, 1t was
not raining and there was no wind. In
fact, John could see a clear night sky. A
slow moving point of light had caught
his attention, and it appeared to pass
through the constellation of Cassiopeia.
The man believed that what he was
looking at was a satellite. However, an-
other detail had caught his eye, he no-
ticed a second light and then a third ap-
pearing together to form a tnangular
formation, with one light being the lead
light and the others forming a base line,
an isosceles triangle  formation.  All
three lights were moving together si-
multaneously. Satellites? Moving in for-
mation? His feeling was that he was ob-
serving three individual objects and not
three lights that were fixed onto a single
body. They appeared to move at the cor-
rect speed for a satellite and at the cor-
rect height. The lights disappeared from
they entered the Earth's
shadow”. Normally, most investigators,
like myself, would probably connect the

view  as

sighting of triangular hghts with suspect
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prototype nulitary aireraft. However,
because the witness had submitted a
number ol important observational de-
tals on his sighting form. T was able
to focus the investigation on astro-
nomical phenomena.

My first pomnt of call was my com-
puter skymap and reference books of
the Merseyside night skies, which are
published by the Liverpool Astro-
nomical Society. With this in hand |
was able to locate Cassiopeia. From
John'’s description of the lights the
witness had observed them travelling
from the west to the east. I had never
heard of satellites travelling in forma-
tion before so my next move was to
contact the Britsh Astronomical As-
sociation - Artificial Satellite Section,
and also to look on the Internet for a
satellite tracking site called Heavens-
Above Gmbh. which is based in Ger-
many. From this website T was first
able to locate a satellite called Cosmos
1943 rocket which was close to the es-
timated object altitude and location. It
is a single object which passes at
22:03:05 at a magnitude of 3.9 and
first appears in the south west. This
object fails to account for the lights
witnessed, firstly because it produces
a singular light in the sky, secondly
because it appears below Cassiopeia
and not through it, and finally because
it moves in the opposite direction,
from the south west to the north east.

Not the right solution, 1 know, but |
was certain I was on the right track.
Soon after, on the 25" October 1999, 1
recerved an emal from the BAA with
an explanation that it could well be
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NOSS. The emal carried with 1t the
[ollowing mformation.

“A couple of summers cage, meteor
observers certainly became  familiar
with the 'NOSS Trio™ of satellites,
which were in an equilateral patrern.
Onboard sensors apparently allowed
researchers o measure precise dis-
tances between these, and how they
were affected by gravitational perti-
bations over time. The NOSS satellites
were also comparatively faint - visual
mag. +3 or thereabouts.”

Searching carefully through the net |
had come across a piece that had been
written by CNI News, it was continu-
ing a story that had appeared on the 1™
September 1996 in the Toronto Star
newspaper regarding the annual
Perseid meteor shower. During the
nights of the 8", 9" and 10" of August
of that year a set ol three “unblinking™
lights in triangular formation had
“cruised across the star fields.” These
lights had never been seen before and
were described as being fainter than
the constellation of Ursa Major. The
article goes on to say that Ted
Molczan, a satellite orbit expert based
in Toronto had figured out what the
three lights were...they were NOSS,
and there was not just one set but
there were actually three sets of satel-
lites travelling in formation. They
were code named Parcae, after the
three daughters of Zeus, and were a
part of the US Navy's spaceborne
clectronic intelligence system. NOSS
was the name given to these satellites
by non mihtary satellite specialists
and stood for Naval Ocean Surveil-
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lance System. Until 1996, the US
Government had denied all knowledee
ol these satellites ever existing.

Each group of satellites, apparently,
fly at an altitude of T100km and in
formation approximately 100km
across. The satellites are meant to
track the position, speed, and direction
ol all military ships at sea. This is
done by detecting communication,
navigation and weapons control sig-
nals that are emitted almost continu-
ously by naval ships. Three satellites
can track these ships more accurately
than a singular satellite could by
measuring the time difference of sig-
nal receipt. According to this CNI
News article three sets ol satellites
were launched in 1990, 1991 and
1996. Each satellite measures approxi-
mately three meters in length, larger
than the earlier versions of this sys-
tem.

You can look at this page if you go to
its original file name which 1s CNI:
Triangle of Stars??

hitp://www.cninews.com/Search/
CNLO475.huml

This sounded fascinating to me be-
cause it indicated that any ship be-
longing to any nationality could be
identified and located anywhere in the
world. It has some interesting implica-
tions with the use of satellite technol-
ogy. I conducted a further search and
found a number of question and an-
swer pages from satellite enthusiasts.
They not only enquire as to whether
these satellites can remain in tight for-
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mation and how they manoeuvre in
orbit. move with a
leading satelhte first and the remain-
ing two following behind, they are not
capable of remaining in tght forma-
tion but will appear in a triangular for-
mation as well as a formation of lights
that travel in a straight line. This actu-
ally ties in with a couple of other
cases which fit just that description.
One ol the answers given states this;

These satellites

“The NOSS constellations consist of

three visible satellites, each of which
moves in a roughly geoceniric orbit.
The shape of the triangle formed can-
not be maintained because the orbits
must  intersect another  when
viewed from Earth’s center. Thus from
time to time the satellites will even ap-
pear to be in a straight line from that
point of view. All other times they
Sform some sort of triangle, but its
shape must vary continuously. I tried
viewing them from above in simula-
tion in Starry Nighi. It is possible 1o
do so, but it is very difficult.”

one

I recommend the following pages;

hup://www satellite.eu.org/sat/seesat/
Aug-1997/0296.html
hup://www.satellite.eu.org/sat/seesat/
Aug-1997/0299 . huml
http://www satellite.cu.org/sat/seesat/
Aug-1997/0303 . himl

Out of curiousity T wanted to know a
bit more and fortunately found a few
from FAS, Policy
Military
here were
White  Cloud

Space
Space  Programs.
pages  which  de-
(NOSS). Its

pages
Agency:
From
scribed
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opening sentence begins;

“The
veilllance

White Cloud Naval Ocean Sur-
Svstem (NOSS)  performed
wide area ocean surveillance, primarily
for the Navy White Clowd whicl is used
o determine the location of radio and
radars transmissions using triangula-
tion. The identity of naval units can be
deduced by analysis of the operating
Sfrequencies and transmission patterns
of the emiiters.

Each NOSS launch placed a cluster of
one primary satellite and three smaller
sub-sarellites (that trail along ar dis-
tances of several hundred kilometers)
into low polar orbit. This satellite array
can determine the location of radio and
radars transmitters, using triangulation,
and the identiry of naval units, by analy-
sis of the operating frequencies and
transnission patterns.

NOSS used the ELINT (Electronic Intel-
ligence) technique called “time differ-
ence of arrival”, TDOA, rather than
rrue  interferometry.  Conceptually,
TDOA and interferometry are very sini-
lar, though distinct, techniques. They
may also use the frequency-domain ver-
sion of TDOA, FDOA, which exploits
doppler shifts somewhat in the way the
COSPAS/SARSATs do.”

The initial phase of Operation White
Cloud was in operation from 1976 right
through to 1987 when 9 satellites were
sent o orbit. This phase used one
main and three sub-satellites and used
Atlas I¥ rockets to project them into or-
bit. It is not explained how these satel-
lites remained 0 formation flight, it s
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sugeested that extremely long wires
held them  together but that these
would have been several hundreds of
kilometres long! From 1983 to 1987 a
total ol five groups ol modernised
SSU-TA satellites with upgraded sta-
bilisation and data transmission sys-
tems were launched to replace failed
satellites. By 1990, these satellites
were launched using only three bod-
ies. A number of infrared sensors
were incorporated into  these. and
these had been manufactured by a
company called Martin Marietta. By
1996 these satellites were using a
stronger and more reliable Titan 4#17
rockets.

More details can be gleamed from the
following:

http://www.fas.org/spp/military/
program/surveill/noss.htm

Finally. there is also a paper given by
a Russian military advisor called Ma-
jor A. Andronov entitled “The U.S.
Navy's “White Cloud”™ Spaceborne
ELINT System™. This gives an excel-
lent explanation as to why three satel-
lites are used. The first has a wide ob-
servation swath, but by itself cannot
determine the coordinated of radio
emitters. The second satellite, with the
first, gets a fix on the shipborne emit-
ters. the position of the ship is ob-
tained, but with some ambiguity. The
third body gets the fix of the emitters’
signals, enables their coordinates to be
determined precisely and then trans-
mits the information to Navy ships for
weapons employment. You can there-
fore take out an encmy surface craft
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long before it appears on Radar.

The targeted information 1s not only
relayed to US Navy ships but also to
land stations such as Blossom Point in
Maryland, Winter Harbor in Maine,
Lidsel in Scotland, and smaller stations
in the Pacific such as Guam and Adak.

Major Andronov states that a satellite
eroup is able to receive signals from a
zone with a radius of about 3500km
on the surface of the Earth, and under
clear conditions can monitor the same
object 108 minutes later. A system of
four satellite groups enables any re-
gion at a latitude of 40 to 60 degrees
to be monitored more than 30 times a
day. This spaced based ELINT system
is one of the basic means for over-the-
horizon targeting for warships
equipped with Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles. Today, these information re-
ceiver systems are employed by nu-
clear submarines.

For further details please see the fol-
lowing;

http://www.fas.org/spp/military/
program/surveill/noss_andronov.htm

My interest in the field of UFOs en-
tails the possible identification of sat-
ellites as an origin of the sighting.
With this case, 1 feel that I have done
so. 1 am now aware that certain satel-
lites do travel in formation and they
also create different shapes of lights.
For me in Merseyside 1t also means
solving a number of other cases which
have been previously labelled insuffi-
cient data.
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CASE FROM USA

[ recently received this report from
Mike Harman which I reproduce in
full. Mike invites feedback SGJ

April 6th, 2000

Two, bright Green Lights, traveling
at a High rate of speed with an orange
companion dancing back and forth
behind the lead object

Arlington, Texas

9:35PM Central Standard Time.

This is the first time [ have ever seen
anything quite like this. Did anyone
else see this strange sight? If you saw
it please email me.

I had gone outside to observe the
stars for a while before going to bed,
I was standing facing south and look-
ing at the Orion Nebula, when some-
thing caught my eye coming over our
house.

Looking almost directly straight up
and just shlightly south, T observed
two bright green circular shaped
lights, or objects coming fast over our
house, one behind the other. The ob-
jects were green in color, the same
color as the green of a traffic light

and about the same brightness, or
possibly slightly brighter. The color of

the green was very rich, Intense
ereen, almost a florescent green, like
a green highlighter.  The size was
about the sume size or slightly larger
than Venus looks in the night sky, or
about the same size that a small car
would look at that altitude. When
viewed through binoculars the object
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appeared larger and you could clearly
see the round shape of both objects.
The objects were traveling at a very
high and constant rate of speed except
for just prior to it dropping below the
tree line when it seemed to gain speed
rapidly. The speed was what looked to
be about four times the

speed of aircraft passing over the
sume area during most of its trek. Air-
cralt often fly over this area as it is
one of the final approaches to the
DFW Airport.

The object took about 12 seconds to
2o from almost straight up and about
10 degrees south to completely out of
sight over some trees down the street
looking north. As the objects traveled
across the sky, they did not leave
streaks, tails, sparks and there was no
sign of flaring, the way a Meteorite
does. The size, shape and color of
these objects remained constant
throughout it’s trek across the sky.

When 1 spotted the first green light 1
noticed that there was another object
just like the first one and of the same
color and brightness, this second objec
was also traveling in the same direc-
tion and at the same speed. This object
was just to the right of the first object,
and slightly behind it. 1 remember
thinking, "is this a low-flying air-
craft?” "It sure 15 moving fast for an
aircraft”, however there were no nor-
mal aircraft hights or strobes visible on
either object. I grabbed my binoculars
to geta better look at the objects, as |
viewed the leading object through the
binoculars, T noticed that 1 could see
the clouds behind the object and that
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there was no sign of a body or wings
or any structure connected to the ob-
Jects. Teould clearly see the clouds be-
hind and around both objects.  The
clouds were also illuminated by the
city hights, which made the clouds
seem to glow a dim whitish color. |
could clearly see the clouds contrasted
against the objects as they moved un-
der them. The clouds were patchy and
scattered, and spread out fairly evenly
across the sky except for further north,
where they were denser. You could
also see many stars between the
clouds.

These objects did not look anything
like stars, since they were moving at a
high rate of speed. They were also
moving under the cloud cover there-
fore could not have been stars or satel-
lites.

There was one aspect to this sighting
that I thought was a bit sirange, the
objects seemed to be gaining speed
rapidly, just prior to dropping down
and disappearing behind the trees,
which were about a quarter of a mile
away.

Early in my observation, when I first
spotted  the leading  object looking
through my binoculars. T noticed an
orange much smaller light or object
that seemed to be dancing very rapidly
back and forth going past the lead
areen object in either direction, from
stde to side. not a tight zigzag but a
much more exaggerated movement,
and quite rapid. more so than what
would be expected from cye move-
ment or movement of the binoculars. 1
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could see the lead green object at the
same time as the orange smaller ob-

Ject and could tell that it was moving

past the green one in a rapid move-
ment. I was also able to pan the green
object fairly easily allowing me to
view the orange object as it danced
around or back and forth. The orange
ohject otherwise kept pace with the
leading green object as it traversed the
sky.

This whole episode caught me totally
by surprise. I had gone outside to do
some star gazing, and had not planned
on looking for UFOs. This incident
has left me totally spooked and quite
excited, definitely High Strangeness.
This is the first time 1 have ever seen
anything quite like this; looked like
something right out of the movies.

What I have described above was not
the planet Venus or Jupiter, or a star. [
was able to see both planets during
this sighting. It also was not an air-
craft. balloon or a helicopter as there
was no sound at all. emanating from
this object., and it moved much too
fast and smoothly.

Mike Harman

UFO-P1

MIke Harman UFO Investigator
UFO-PI
http://uto-pi.homepage.com/index.
htm]

Mike Harman@rocketmail.com
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SKYWATCH REPORT
MALCOLM ROBINSON & JUDITH
JAAFAR.

Bemng involved with UFOlogy can
Lake many forms. You can either have
a passive interest, or you can have a
more vested interest in matters per-
taining to ‘what’s going on’. Most peo-
ple who take an interest in UFOlogy
want 10 get to the bottom of it and
may join any one of the many British
UFO groups that are currently active
at the moment. ine people are inter-
ested in joining a group to become an
Investigator, or basically just want to
join to be kept informed by reading
any of the hterature and magazines
that that group may publish.

There is no denying that UFOlogy in
the UK was helped along by numer-
ous T.V. shows that featured our sub-
ject over the past few years, shows
like the X Files, Strange But True?
and Sightings, to name but a few.

There is however another aspect of

UFOlogy which equally holds a place
within the ranks, and that 1s participat-
ing in skywatches. This as we know,
comprises of members of the various
societies, all grouping together on
some bleak hillside or designated area
staring skywards in vain hopes of see-
ing something which doesnt contorm
to normal conventional air  traffic.
Seasoned UFOlogists have been there,
and it can at the very least. prove
beneficial 1o those hardy souls who
take great reverence of being there” It
vives them something to do, they feel
part of not only being with other like
minded individuals, but it gives them
a sense of purpose. (dare T say it be-
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longing D) It can of course be produc-
tively boring” and 1 mysell have spent
many a night watching the bleak Scot-
tish skies with fellow Scottish UFOlo-
eists in-expectant hopes that some-
thing might happen, all too often 1l
usually doesn’t. But it’s the thrill of the
possibility that because you are situ-
ated in a UFQ Hot-Spot” or 'Window
Area’, that you feel that something
might give, that something may mani-
fest and enforce your reason for being
there. To others this may sound fanci-
ful or idiotic, (and who can blame
them), but as I say, to the individuals
who firmly believe that something is
indeed going on in the skies through-
out the world. It’s the being there that
counts, and if you dont put yourself in
the ball park you wont get anything
out of 1t. 1t’s like, if you don buy a
lottery ticket, you have no chance of
winning the lottery.

So, n setting the scene, | decided to
take part in the British UFO skywatch
which was scheduled for Saturday the
18th of September 1999, The organ-
iser was Philip Walton a BUFORA
member. Philip spoke to numerous
members of the various UFO societies
throughout the UK asking them to be-
come involved. 1 explained to Philip
that I would organise a UFO skywatch
in Scotland and would hold it in Scot-
lands alleged UFO Capital, Bonny-
bridge. Bonnybridge has seen a wealth
ol strange UFO sightings over the
years which has catapulted it into the
minds of UFOlogists the world over.

I asked numerous Scottish UFOlogists
to become involved and sadly only a
few responded. Billy Devlin and Briun
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Allan from SPI Scotland. (the society
1 founded back in 1979) kindly agreed
o take part. as did John Paul Grey
from the Lanarkshire UF'O society. |
must admit, I was surprised by the lack
of therr support and enthusiasm. Coun-
cillor Billy Buchanan from Bonny-
bridge, who has been assisting me
with  these UFO reports over the
years, notified various Scottish News-
papers and their coverage was exten-
sive leading up to the day of the sky-
watch, indeed, I even conducted a ra-
dio interview with Central FM. (a
Stirlingshire radio station) here at my
home in London just prior to my de-
parture to Scotland. My partner Judith
Jaafar and 1 traveled up to Scotland
where we met up with a group of peo-
ple at the arranged designation point in
Bonnybridge High Street. From there
we all jumped into our respective cars
and headed off into the dark and
cloudy Scottish night towards our sky-
watch location which was on the
moors behind the town ol Bonny-
bridge.

At my suggestion. we all parked our
cars at the entrance to a local farm
which [ thought would not pose us any
problems, not so, for a few seconds
later an approaching figure came out
of the darkness with a flashlight and
headed towards our position. A voice
boomed out, "Who is the organiser” 7 |
approached this lady and said it was I,
whereupon she quickly and very vocif-
erously. launched into a shouting-
match stating that we were trespassing
on her land, and that we were upset-
ting the cattle in the adjoining fields
and we would have to leave immedi-
ately. 1 eventually got a word in and
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cave my apologies to this local farm
owner and said that we would vacate
her Tand immediately. This we did.
and we travelled a short distance to a
new skywatching position. The sky at
this point was heavily overcast and the
forecast of rain which had been as-
sured by the national weather men
seemed not that far off. 1 had come
prepared with my trusty kagool which
admittedly had seen better days but
thankfully 1 didn't require it as the rain
did not appear. Gathered around me
were around 30 hardy souls from dif-
ferent parts of Scotland who had all
decided that they wanted to be there
on the night, some of them had seen
the massive publicity. whilst others
had heard about 1t through friends. At
this point [ decided to explain all
about the UFO sightings from this part
of Scotland and went into numerous
cases that T was aware of.  Local
UFOlogist and  video photographer
Craig Malcolm was also there, and 1
gave him the opportunity to inform
the assembled people all about the
many strange UFOs that he had cap-
tured on film. Craig wasted no time in
going into numerous stories about all
the strange things that he had seen and
filmed around the Bonnybridge area.

A short while later, we were joined by
local councilor Billy Buchanan. Billy
suggested moving on to higher ground
where we would have a better chance
of not only viewing a better skyline,
but it would give us a commanding
view of the Forth Valley, and boy was
he right !! The new location we vis-
ited was much higher than where we
were previously and sure enough, the
view was far better. I then asked Billy
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to inform those assembled  about
how he became mvolved with the
UFO sightings over Bonnybridge,
As Billy was informing the assem-
bled audience. 1 noticed that my
partner Judith was avidly inspecting
the skyline with her trusty binocu-
lars where she seemed interested in
a particular segment  of  skyline
which T also noticed that some other
people were gazing at too. I then
noticed that there appeared to be a
couple of unusual hights which were
moving around in the sky. My part-
ner and fellow UFOlogist Judith
Jaatar now takes up the story.

The night was chill and damp, and
the almost total cloud cover very
low. I hadnt been on many sky-
watches before, and the inclement
conditions only served to remind me
why [ didnt make a habit of this
kind of thing. I had never in my life
seen anything that could be dubbed
a "UFO", and certainly wasnt ex-
pecting to change my non extra-
terrestrial craft opinions on  this
murky Scottish mght.

After Billy had joined us and we
had changed locations, | let Billy
hold court while turning my back on
the group and surveying the unfa-
miliar skyline. Over the next twenty

minutes or so 1 acquainted myself

with the lights, treelines, in and out
{lightpaths to Cumbernauld airport
and the general lay of the land over
360 degrees. T had noticed a very
bright white light just above the ho-
rizon i a general WNW. location,
and made a mental note to ask some
ol the local people what this was.

Puge 14

The next time 1 looked it had vanished,
somewhat o my  surprise.  Another
smaller Light just to its right sull re-
mained visible. and Billy assured me
that this was a farmhouse on the Kil-
syth Hills which were completely ob-
scured by the thick, low cloud.

The bright light then proceeded to ap-
pear and disappear over the next half
an hour or so, sometimes remaining in
the same spot, other times being visible
in different locations both to the right
and left of its original position. All the
while 1 was trying to identify this
light - could it be an aeroplane, a heli-
copter, car lights, even a tractor on the
hillside?

Then it started to change, and my inter-
est increased. Several times the white
light disappeared and was replaced by
up to six small, pulsating red lights
which would quickly disappear into the
cloud cover. During these times the
bright white light would become invisi-
ble, but its beam could clearly be seen
reflecting along the underside of the
clouds, almost as 1f the object had
turned its back. [ thought this suffi-
ciently interesting to alert some others
in the party, and consequently several
of us watched the object both with the
naked eye and binoculars.

At this pomt I was only mildly nter-
ested, as 1 was sull pretty sure that
whatever it was had a mundane expla-
nation. Then all my theories went out
the window. The simgle white light
made a reappearance back at its origi-
nal location and promptly divided mnto
two white lights which rapidly flew off
in opposite directions and then shot up
into the clouds!
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Over the course of the two hours or so
that we watched this object 1t had trav-
cled back and forth on the horizon, but
in dark. cloudy conditions it was impos-
sible to judge distances. I then deter-
mined to come back to this location in
daylight and see exactly what the topog-
raphy was like and if there would be any
visible clues as to the possible nature of
this light.

So it was, three weeks later, that Mal-
colm and 1 were back in Scotland and
we made a return trip to the Bonny-
bridge moors. It was a cold, clear, sunny
day and we could see for miles. The
back drop had indeed been the Kilsyth
Hills which were now clearly visible,
and 1 could judge that the object 1 had
viewed had been moving either in front
of the hills or perhaps just along the
crest. We estimated its left and right tra-
jectory to have been a total of land a
half to two miles, iis distance from us
about three miles and its height no more
than 1000 feet.

The land there was rough grazing for
sheep, and there was no sign of any kind
of arable farming where a farmer might
have been out ploughing on the hillside
at night. And what a night to pick any-
way. with the visibility so poor !

That left me with perhaps a police or
rescue helicopter repeatedly traversing
the same arca, a very satislying theory
until one remembers the division of the
light into two lights going in opposite
directions. The same would apply to a
light aireraft perhaps up to some illegal
husiness, an explanation beloved of
UFO skeptics these days.
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I pondered this event for some time
afterwards, but up till now I have not
come up with a logical answer. Even
carthhights do not fit the bill—they
don't powerful directional
beams that illuminate the clouds. As
far as I'm concerned, this remains an
unknown, the first one I have ever
seen. Of course that does not mean
that it is unknowable, just that [
haven't been able to identify it. 1.J.

have

All in all then it had been a produc-
tive night, the rain had stayed off
and we all had witnessed something
unusual in the skies near Bonny-
bridge. So dear reader, the active
participation of going along to a sky-
watch can prove productive, 99.9%
of the time it does not, but thank-
fully on this occasion it did. I spoke
with skywatch coordinator  Philip
Walton a few days later who told me
that all the other groups in the UK
had still to respond to him but he
was sure that this was down to the
abysmal weather that the whole of
the UK had been experiencing that
weekend and that they had nothing
much to report. So, at the end of the
day, UFFOlogy is more than partici-
pating in UFO research, talking to
the witnesses etc, it's equally about
getting out into the field (as it were)
and taking part in skywatches which
allow the individual to feel part of a
society which continues their inter-
ests. So for those who haven't par-
ticipated in a skywatch, 1 suggest
that you give it a try, it can be a cold
but enjoyable experience.

© Malcolm Robinson, Judith Jaafar,
SPI England/BUFORA
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EDITORIAL

The Moving Finger
Steve Gamble

And having written, so the story goes.
moves on. So it must be with editors,
This is my final edition ol the Bulletin
in the editors seat, having done my
stint, | move on.

But of course being editor allows me
to take more space than usual. This
being a double issue of the Bulletin
this parting shot will be twice the
length of the usual editorial. Before
we get mto the main thrust of the
editorial let me explain why issues 17
and 18 of the Bulletin have been run
together. The new millenuim did not
start well for me and persounal matters
required most of my ume.  This
resulted in Bulletin 16 being a little
late and prevented me starting work
on Bulletin 17 when I should have.
This was then further compounded by
technical problems with the
machinery.  The Council felt that
running Bulleting 17 & 18 together
into a double issue would bring us
back more or less on target.  Hence
the current mighty tome.

I have decided to cut down drastically
on work [ do in the fields of UFOs
and the paranormal. To do that I have
given up all my official positions in
BUFORA and several other UFO
organisations to which I belong. Not
an easy decision after twenty mine
years of involvement.
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Although T had already made the deci-
sion that 1 would be standing down
this yvear. T must admit that the death
ol Arnold West was a big blow.  Ar-
nold had heen one of the first people |
came to know in BUFORA.

But 1 am not leaving the field entirely.
I will be continuing my own re-
searches in the background and hope
to contribute the occasional article to
the Bulletin and other publications.
At the moment I am continuing to be a
member of the BUFORA contribution
to the SETI@HOME project. At the
time of writing the team had com-
pleted work on over 1200 sets of data.
I also plan to put in the occasional ap-
pearance at various events organised
by BUFORA.

1 am not sure if the field of UFOlogy
has moved forward much in  the
twenty nine years or so that 1 been
involved.  Theories about the origin
of UFOs come into fashion, then dis-
appear only to reappear again several
years later.

Certainly when [ became involved
things were more gentlemanly. Now
it seems more important to shout
down everybody that doesn’t agree
with your view—— it is more important
to be right rather than to look at the
facts. We have researchers who make
a habit of being rude to witnesses,
then object when the witnesses don’t
want to play.

But it is not all a one way streel.
There are witnesses who object to re-

searchers asking questions about their
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UTO report. Yet it is only by ques-
toning, by examining that we will

make any progress.

The truth 1s that the researchers and
the witnesses need each other. With-
out witnesses, the researchers would
have nothing to study.  And without
rescarchers. the witnesses would have
nobody to take an interest in their re-
port. The witnesses know a great deal
about their individual case. but proba-
bly don’t have the whole picture. Re-
searchers know a little about individ-
ual cases. but are able to prece parts
from cach together to get a feel for the
overall picture.

There 15 also an element in UFOlogy
who seem to make a profession out of
wasting peoples time. 1 am no longer
prepared to deal with these people.
Football hooligans seem to be distrib-
uted these days through many
branches of society.

I would like to thank all those that
have helped me and who [ have
worked with during my time(s) as Edi-
tor, my time on Council. in the Re-
search and Investigation teams and in
my periods in office as Chairman.
They would obviously be too numer-
ous to mention.

I would also like to thank all the
friends 1 have made whilst being a
member of BUFORA and look for-
ward to continuing these friendships
aver the coming years.

In closing. T wish my successors in
various jobs good luck for the future.
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Arnold West
Remembered or
LOVE AT FIRST
BITE!

BUFORA  Vice-President,  Arnold
West died at | pm on Wednesday 8
December 1999, tfrom a sudden heart
attack while working away from his
home. He was 73. Some 40 people
attended his funeral.

My records suggest that Arnold joined
BUFOA (as it then was) in July 1963,
John Cleary-Baker, then editor of the
BUFORA JOURNAL, notes briefly in
the Spring 1967 edition "At the time
of writing (28th February), a suitable
vehicle has been purchased and Mr
Arnold West is in the process of fit-
ting it up for use. This has been the
cherished dream of mine since [LU-
FORO days and I am glad that I was
able to mterest Mr West in assisting
me to implement it." The reality was
that ~ Arnold
Thames builder’s van into a mini-
caravanette.  He finished it in a BU-
FORA blue livery with the BUFORA
acronym done in gold letters.

converted a  battered

The "Mobile Unit" as it was known,
saw service in Devon during the fly-
ing cross flap in the Autumn of 1967,
and SPACELINK published a photo
of 1t parked outside Okehampton Po-
lice Stution. I believe that Arnold
took 1t to Warminster several times
and it ook part in the National Sky-
watch Day (organised by Edgar Hat-
vany) at the No.l watching point, on
Pewley Downs above Guildford in

BUFORA Biullenn

1968. In June 1968 I took the Unit on
tour to Scotland, and the BUFORA
blue made a contrast with the green
Bedford vans used by the Loch Ness
Phenomena Invesugation Bureau. In
those days it was possible to park the
van in central London without fear of
a parking ticket!

The idea was good, but the reality was
that finding a driver 1o take the van to
a UFFO sighting in another part of the
country at short notice, did not com-
pute. The Unit was specially refur-
bished by Arnold so that it could be
the focal point for the large BUFORA
stand at Daily Maill NEW YEAR
SHOW in January 1969, visited by
130.000. The Maobile Unit was an ex-
ample of Arnolds practical abilities,
and his technical knowledge gained in
the RAF, qualified him to work on ra-
dar for the Civii Aviation Authority at
Gatwick Arrport. Later he moved on
promotion to the head office in Lon-
don’s Kingsway, where | sometimes
met up with him in the lunch-hour.
Incidentally, during the years when
Warminster was an major tourist trap
for ufologists, Arnold maintained a
caravan nearby, which was rented out
occasionally, He was a good friend to
John Cleary-Baker who organised a
Warminster Week study project. The
Bedford UFO Society also had a cara-
van in the area.

Arnold was co-opted to the BUFORA
committee about mid-1967 along with
Ivar Mackay and Norman  Ohver.
Later that same year, Norman Oliver
ok over as  HonTreasurer  from
Stephen Smth. In 1969 Arnold. bear-
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ing the tde "Field Unit Officer” ook
over the position of Hon! Treasurer. a
post he held unal 1975,

Sometime 1 1974 Arnold had taken
on responsibility for BUFORA publi-
cations. In fact in the 19705 the Asso-
ciation had an interesting range of in-
house booklets and softcovers includ-
ing the BUFORA INVESTIGATOR'S
HANDBOOK. He helped set-up the
BUFORA stand at the Psychics and
Mystics Fayre at Alexandra Palace,
27-28 September 1980. The Fair or-
ganiser wrote to me inviting participa-
tion on 10 July. This was the same
day that the Great Hall burnt down!
In 1981 Arnold took over as Vice-
Chairman  from  Norman  Oliver.
When Bob Digby got a job in Saudi
Arabia in 1984, Arnold took over his
post as Council Chairman and held it
until 1989,

When his wife, Enid, was disabled by
a stroke in 1989, Arnold dropped eve-
rything to care for her. Love at first
bite? He often told the story of how he
saw Enid in the NAAFI canteen while
doing his National Service in 1947
and made the decision there and then,
“That is the girl I am gomng to marry”
which he did six months later. He
came out of the Air Force as a full
Sergeant. On occasion one his daugh-
ters. Avril. (and not forgetting Rose-
mary) came with lnm to meetings.
where she helped by collecting the
cash. In fact Arnold often had his
children (3 sons and 3 daughters)
stuffing envelopes at home for a BU-

FORA mailing and paid them out of

his own pocket!
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After Enid died m 1996, Arnold took
on the Association’s day o day office
work. dealing with every sort ol en-
quiry - AND also handled the distribu-
tion of the BUFORA BULLETIN. It
is probable that he, together with
Steve Gamble and Bob Dighy.saved
BUFORA from extinction following
the 1997 Sheffield Conference deba-
cle. At the time of his death he was
the Company Secretary and his house
served as BUFORA' registered of-
fice.

He will be remembered as a mild-
mannered. but eminently practical
person and a good friend to many of
us. The Association owes him a con-
siderable debt for the man-hours he
gave it over many years.

Lionel Beer - April 2000

Travel & Earth
Mysteries Society

Interested in  ancient mysteries.
anomalous animals, dowsing, ghosts.
healing. ley lines. sacred wells,
strange phenomena. UFOs and lots
more? Then join TEMS for friendly
stimulating company!

It meets monthly for talks on earth
mysteries, new concepts and
unexplained phenomena. Only

£7.50 a year inc. TEMS News!

IFor tree details ring:

Lionel: 020-8979 3148
or Ann: 020-8542 3110
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FROM HERE AND
THERE

Arnold West Memorial Fund

The Council wish to record their
thanks to all those people who do-
nated to the fund in memory of Ar-
nold West. This fund is now closed.
Bob Digby collected £170 which he
forwarded to the British Heart Foun-
dation. In reply he received the fol-
lowing letter.

“Dear Mr Digby,

Thank you for your kind gift in mem-
ory of Mr Arnold West. Kindly pass
on my thanks to everybody who con-
tributed.

We at the Bnitush Heart Foundation
find 1t such a tragedy that heart «is-
ease still takes so many lives. We are
committed to domg all we can to help
make heart disease a thing of the past,
which is why BHF is the major inde-
pendent provider of funds for heart re-
search, patient care and public educa-
ton in the UK. Of course, this would
not be possible without the thoughtful
generosity of people like you because,
as a charity, we rely solely on dona-
tons.

Once again, many thanks for your
generous gift at this time,

Yours sincerely,

Jumes McCarthy
In memortam Administrator”

BULFORA Bullenn

All Change

Following the death of Arnold West
there have been a number of chnages
in the administration ot the associa-
tion.  Michael Hudson was appointed
at the Council meeting on 8th January
2000 1o take over as Company Secre-
tary. In addition Michael has offered
to take on the running of the office.
Therefore the registered office will be
relocated as below :

BUFORA Lud
70 High Street
Wingham
CANTERBURY
Kent CT3 1BJ

Tel 01227 728387
Fax 01227 728387
email enquiries @bufora.org.uk

Steve Gamble had previously indi-
cated that he would stand down as
Chairman at the AGM. However he
stood down on 14th January. He
states 1 feel it is better that both the
new Chairman and  Secretary tuke
over at the same time rather than wait
for the AGM so they can start work
together. [ have every confidence in
Brian James and Michael Hudson and
wish them well™.

Bob Dighy stood down as treasurer at
the AGM and has been replaced by
Simon Rose. Many members will be
aware that Simon has been treasurer
hetore and so brings o lot of expert-
ence to the post.
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Bufora Strategy Conference 24th June 2000

Nearly three years on from Bufora's Policy meeting in Hampton and 53 years on
from the Kenneth Arnold UFO sighting 101s time to review the future direction of
the company into the 2 1st century.

This meeting is open to all members of Buftora Ltd.. and entrance and participa-
tion is * free of charge. However. entry is by ticket and so pre-registration is re-
quired. This also allows documentation to be sent out to participants ahead of the
conference. The final venue is to be confirmed and depends on the size of the par-
ticipating audience.

The meeting will be facilitated by a former Bufora chairman - Bob Dighby. who
recently stood down as Treasurer at the last AGM.

The purpose of the meeting is to consult with members and to map out the direc-
tion the company should take in the 2 1st century. given the very different envi-
ronment 1o when the organisation was originally founded in the early sixties.

Interested parties should write in. enclosing a stamped. addressed envelope, size
D4 ( for folded A4 size or around 2dcm x [ lem) Lo :-

Evolution.
P.O. Box 633,
Beaconshield.
HPY 2GLL

and mark the top left hand corner of the envelope "Conference”.
Those members that remember the last one in Hampton can expect a similar par-
ticipative style. Later on, a report and recommendations will be produced based

on the findings of this conference.

Please ACT now to avoid disappointment. The first response mail to those regis-
tering will be at the end of May.

* This event is being jointly sponsored by your present Chairman, Brian James
and the consultancy Evolution. managed by Bob Digby.
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BUFORA’S NEW PRESIDENT

BUFORA President Lionel Fanthorpe with his wife Patricia
Photo: Lionel Beer

As announced at the AGM, Lionel
Fanthorpe has kindly agreed to be-
come the President of BUFORA.

Lionel will be well know to readers as
the presenter of Channel 4’s Fortean
TV programmes. He is the author of
a wide range of books on many ditfer-
ent aspects of the paranormal.  He
has also lectured widely on the para-
normal and, 1 believe started his TV
career with presentations about the
paranormal on Anglia TV in the late
1950s.

As well as the paranormal, his other

great passion 1s motoreyeles.

BUFORA Bulletn

Lionel is already President of AS-
SAP, the Association for the Scien-
tfic Study of Anamolous Phenom-
ena.  His appointment as BUFORA
President will strengthen ties between
our two organisations.

Speaking at the AGM, Lionel ex-
pressed his thanks to BUFORA for
inviting him to be President and his
great pleasure at accepting.

[The President’s post had been vacant

since the unfortunate death of Major
Sir Patrick Wall last year]
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OBITUARY
Howard Barkway
(alias Bellevue Books)

Howard Barkway. died suddenly on 7
February. while leaving his book stor-
age unit near Ashford. Born | October
1939, he was only 60. His wife Kathy
observed that a measure of his popu-
larity was the fact that over one hun-
dred people attended his funeral!

Those of us interested in mysteries
will know of him through BELLE-
VUE BOOKS. as both a publisher and
distributor. In 1991 he published the
UK edition of Lionel Fanthorpe’s
book, RENNES-LE-CHATEAU.

Howard had been a member of the
"Rennes Group” and was in a good
position to probe the mystery of
SauniSre's treasure, having gained a
degree in French at Aberystwith Uni-
versity. In 1994 he published GENE-
SET TARGET EARTH by David
Wood and lan Campbell.

He was also obsessed with the so-
called PHILADELPHIA EXPERI-
MENT and had tracked the USS EL-
DRIDGE to Greece. Books fascinated
him and he thought nothing of staying
up half the night pursuing some mys-
tery in his eclectic collection.

He acted as a consultant to Gazelle
Book Services based in Lancaster.
His career in publishing spanned four
decades and about 15 years ago he
formed ELECTRONICA specialising
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m the distribution of material issued
hy associations or societies in the

USA.

When not attending conferences (eg.
F.T. Unconvention) and occasionaly
TEMS talks, he delighted in playing

Jazz piano and accordian and indulg-

ing his passion for New Orleans music
and blues.

He was noted for his self-deprecation
but was good at linking people to-
gether. 1 owe him for putting me in
touch with Lionel Fanthorpe, who has
recently become both President of
ASSAP and BUFORA. One wonders
if he should have tried his hand as a
publisher’s publicist? Howard spread
himself widely and consequently, he
will be missed by many.

Lionel Beer - April 2000

ot - Lisse

The BUFORA website can
be accessed at :

www.bufora.org.uk
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To The Editor - BUFORA Bulletin

In response to Kate Taylor’s theories.
Yes certainly, small, very small Sec-
tions of Society mainly in London

Southern Counties and main  cities
who do have access to all TV Chan-
nels. and huge selections of magazines
and books on every subject going in
most Newsagents- who could be influ-
enced by what she says “belief in ab-
duction by aliens has almost reached
the point of hysteria™ A gross exag-

geration and lack of knowledge of

how working class people, even Lon-
doners.city dwellers, and more espe-
clally rural and small urban areas live
and think.

Its football, fashions and one night
stands, 1if more adult and stable, how
to survive when New Labour are cor-
roding everything Ernest and Aurein
Bevin ever stood for. Worries about
Jobs,road rage and muggings in every-

day lives. That is what the majority of

the UK and 1 should imagine any
country thinks of.  For women, such
mundane matters as Juniors interests
and schooling, plus ferrying them to
and fro by car to their hobbies, they
haven’t time for any of their own!
How many people attend UFO Con-
ferences? 200/300 is a good turn out,
insignificant compared with a popula-
uon of millions. Ufology is & way out
subject that only a very small minority
ever give a thought to.

In the early 1970’s, the then Essex
UFO Group and I started getting ab-
duction cases. By the mid-19707s
Alan Hilton and T formed the Ist UK

BUFORA Bulletn

Victim Support Team.  Never once,
did the people who had this frighten-
ing experience of Missing Time or
bed-room experiences, ever say they
had read about, seen on T.V or any-
where clse. anything o do  with
UFO’s.  Indeed, they had never en-
tered their mundane thinking until that
moment in time. But the reaction was
always the same. Why don’t people
know about this? why don’t they be-
lieve me? Why isn’t the Government
doing something about it?. My silent
response was “because people are like
you, vaguely before you thought
UFOs and ETH were a myth, only for
the loony fringe, not for the likes of
you, an ordinary person”.  So the
Governments of this world get away
with hiding their sinister research and
more, for whatever nefarious reasons
they have. They don’t need to be
heavy handed and put themselves in
an awkward light. Intelligent thinking
people such as Kate Taylor, Susan
Blackmore, Budden ete. you name
them, and some UFO organisations
committees, are doing the dirty work
for them. Together with occasional
deriding, sarcastic newspaper reports,
fantasy Children’s TV programmes
manufacturers of ET balloons and so
on.  The public are nicely deluding
themselves, thank you!

It simply isn’t possible for people in
all walks of life, cases living m Alri-
can huts in remote villages or in Bhu-
tan. to have the same hypnagogic state
The same lucid dreams, or
temporal lobe illusions however frag-

dream.

mented. There 1s absolutely no logic

i these grandiose theories.
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Contrary to what some people have
been telling BUFORA and other Con-
ferences up and down the country. |
am and always have been, a most
carcful UFO investigator, taking copi-
ous notes into - methodically  dated
Note books at the time. From 1965
onwards T have registered with police
stations and county libraries.  Hence
hundreds. possibly over a thousand
and more UFO witnesses, abductees.
repeaters have come to me. Most |
have counselled and helped over a pe-
riod of years.

Yes. my colleagues Alan Hilton and
latterly Nick Garvey who are profes-
sional hypnotists have helped people
over the years with me.  Very few
wanted to be hypnotised, but if they
did. the Service was there free for
them. It doesn’t matter a jot what a

UFQ imvestigator makes afterwards of

imformation received through hypno-
sis, in comparison to the relief a Vic-

tim may get through this medium. I

they come to you the UFQ investiga-
tor for help. because there is no one
else to turn to. you are letting them
down if you impose your views of dis-
belief in the ETH upon them. If they
have really had an abduction experi-
ence. believe me. people know posi-
tively it is an experience external to
them: and who are you to say they
haven't, and advance these theories
which upset them still more.

It 15 a great pity people like Kate Tay-
lor, Susan Blackmore and others have
not had this abduction experience
themselves.. as unfortunately they
write or speak on radio ete. ntelli-
cently and  seemingly  thoughtfully.
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and are hindering ETH research. 1 see
a thread of common sense logic Tack-
ing from all this psuedo-intellectual
stull,

I started/ mvestigating UFOS for my-
self from the time T joined BUFORA
i 1965, Tt was not ull Brinsley. the
Earl of Clancarty asked me 1o join and
investigate for his newly formed Con-
tact International UK (1967) that a
couple of years later I started offi-
cially to investigate for them. In Oc-
tober 1993 together with Gary Rowe |
founded the Welsh Federation of In-
dependent Utologists.  All bar one of
our coordinators and investigators be-
lieve in the ETH. Nick Garvey 1s a
WEIU  member and untl recently
when he moved to Yorkshire our resi-
dent hypnotist.

It will be of interest to BUFORA
readers that i September 1998 Nick
and s daughters  were  motoring
along the A5 by Oswestry. when his
daughter first noticed a circle forming
in a corn field to the left of them.
This was in broad daylight in the af-
She exclaimed and they
sloo B down, then stopped to watch
i wnazement as a perfect large circle
was forming.  They looked to see if
there was anything above making this,
but there was absolutely nothing to ac-
count for it. Here is Nick’s article on
Hypnosis.

ternoon.

I sincerely hope you will publish both
in BUFORA BULLLETIN both topi-
cal views BUFORA members are de-
bating.

from Margaret-Ellen Fry
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HYPNOSIS
Walking a Tightrope
over a Minefield
NICK GARVEY

That's one way ol describing the role
of a hypnotherapist working in abduc-
uon mvestigation.  How do [ know?
["ve done it.

[ am involved in Dowsing and Heal-
ing and sometimes, albeit rarely, use
hypnosis with abductees. T would re-
fer to mysell as a dowsing healer but
in the past, have may been called “a
quack’, witch doctor”dabbler” and ac-
cused of using “u wol of the Devil™, |
really do not care as I have been in-
volved in the field for over twenty
years and know what I can do. People
come to me when all else fails, when
they have travelled the ‘traditional’
route to no avail.  When the case is
hopeless they come to me- and I have
a fairly high success rate.

I first became interested in the
‘alternative” approach when 1 attended
a Hypnotic Research Society meeting
and found it absolutely fascinating. 1
needed to know more and so, over the
course of two years [ trained as a hyp-
notherapist and over the next twenty-
odd years have carried on learning.
How [ became mvolved with dowsing,
ete. is interesting but this is not the
place to go nto it.

Hypnosis - the “nuts and bolts™ of
which can be learnt in a day - s the
induction of an altered state of aware-
ness.  Iis merely a wol which can.
like any ool be used either praperly
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or improperly. Anyone can pick up a
chisel and knock chunks out of a piece
ol wood. but very few can cut a neat,
clean mortice. A grounding in hypno-
therapy will take several years of hard
study and. as I've mentioned, you
never stop learning.

The use of regression m abduction in-
vestigation is not a parlour game’ and
MUST NEVER be wreated as such.
Nor is it a form of entertainment for
interested parties. | would only ever
use it with a person who has problems
which may be abduction related. My
carly research led me 1o believe that
there are situations in hypnosis where
the subject may subconsciously access
information  from the memory  of
someone present. In lact. Russian re-
searchers came to a similar conclusion
when investigating telepathy.  Add to
this that the mird cannot differentiate,
in memory teriae, between and vividly
imagined one and the walters start to
get muddy.

In - my ecarly days life was relatively
simple.  Abduction had not hit the
headlines and in fact few of the gen-
eral public had even heard of it. How-
ever, the few people one did come
across recounted, in therapy, alarm-
ingly similar scenarios. Now, 1t seems
that everyone has seen films and/or
television  programmes  and  read o
book or two on the subject and is quite
well versed in a typical story. The
practitioner has also absorbed more
and more information. The minefield
has now been laid.

L.et us now throw in “recovered mem-

ory” for good measure. Yes, some
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practitioners have. by their question
format, put suggestions into the mind
of thewr hypnotised clients.  Some
amateurs have done this through 1gno-
rance and bad therapeutic practice.
However. [ believe that some mis-
euided souls have mis-used hypnosis
to serve their own ends. This has lead
to many Court cases in the United
States and to some Bodies - like the
Royal College of Psychiatrists- virtu-
ally banning the use of regression
therapy. Have you noticed that psy-
chiatrists are often 1included in the
UFFO forum and have been since the
carly days? It seems that many televi-
sion programmes touching on UFO
phenomena have one on their panel.
There are those who might see a
“plot™ in this. Link psychiatrists with
UFFOs in the public mind and then
anyone who sees a UFO may either
ieel for themselves, or be considered
t:y others. to be in need of psychiatric
help.

However. | always remember listen-
ing to a group of eminent psychiatrists
discussing ECT (Electric Shock Treat-
ment to us ordinary mortals). They all
argued most forcefully for the right to
pass a range of electrical currents, via
attached to  the head,
through the brains of selected patients.
They wanted to continue to be al-
lowed to do this even without con-
sent.and even if the patient should be
begging and screaming for mercy and
for the course of treatment o end.
They did admit that some equipment
used was out of date and badly cali-
brated and was often operated by un-
trained and unsupervised junior doc-
tors - but “so what?” Science cannot

electrodes
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he thwarted because a lew patients
have been badly burned or had their
hair singed by poor admimstration -
iCs sull o wonderful form ol treat-
ment! Do not ask for whom. They
know best. so perhaps it is just as well
that their professional body has lim-
ited their activities in an area which
could affect abductees. 1 can’t help
wondering who is in more danger, an
abductee at the hands of an alien or a
patient at the mercy of an ET-loving
psychiatrist.

[ am often asked if abductees have. in
fact. been abducted. My answer. I do
not care” is often misunderstood. If
someone is referred to me and feels or
believes that they have been abducted
and this 1s adversely affecting their
well being, [ try to help. My first
thought 1s not the reality or otherwise
of the experience but how to alleviate
any problems.

If you ever consider consulting a hyp-
notherapist, please bear a few things
in mind. Always check out the cre-
dentials of any therapist and ask a few
questions about the training they have
undertaken.  Find out which profes-
stonal body they belong to and ask
about any experience of dealing with
others who share your problem. Fi-
nally do not call me!! if you are read-
ing this you are highly unlikely to be a
suitable candidate for hypnotic regres-
ston and I have more than enough
tightropes and minefields already.

EDITORS COMMENT

Thank you Margaret for your letter
and permission to reproduce Nick's
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In the interests of balance, 1
am reproducing an artucle  Steuart
Campbell wrote some years ago for
BUFORA™s magazine I'TAP. T am not
sure 11 Steaurt or any of the people he
mentions have modified their views
over the years, but it serves to illus-
trate some of the potential dangers in
relying on hypnosis.

article.

Whilst some people may object to the
original case made by Kate Taylor
that UFO abduction reports may be
related, in at least some cases, to hyp-
nogogia, it has to be said that there is
a growing body of scientific evidence
that this might be correct.

Witnesses may feel some relief from
their experiences after undergoing
hypnosis, that 1s therapy rather than
research.  Organisations such as BU-
FORA are not qualilied to offer ther-
apy 1o people. that must be left o
gualified professionals.

People point out that in some cases
the police have used hypnosis to ob-
tain information about a crime. How-
ever, because of its unreliability any
data has to be verified independantly.
In UFO cases there is no way of veri-
fying the accuracy of any information.
I'T might be good, on the other hand it
might be totally bogus.

In many cases hypnosis may do no
long term harm. But it s the few bad
cases that are important. We have no
right to mess up people’s lives. In the
UK we banned people using handguns
for sport not because of the responsi-
ble majority but because of a couple
of serious irresponsible acts.
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This article was originally published
in BUFORA Journal of Transient Ae-
rial Phenomena pp32-35 Volume 2
No. 3, July 1982,

HYPNOTIC FANTASIES
STUART CAMPBELL

TALES OF UFO ENCOUNTLERS
TOLD UNDER HYPNOSIS PRO-
LIFERATLE, AND IT IS IMPOR-
TANT NOW WHAT RELIANCE
CAN BE PUT IN THE HYPNOTIC
TECHNIQUE. WORK IN THE USA
SHOWS THAT BOTH FANTASY
AND FABRICATION STRONGLY
INFLUENCE THE STORY
TOLD BY HYPNOTIZED SUB-
JECTS AND THAT NOT EVEN EX-
PERTS CAN TELL FACT FROM
FICTION. GREAT CARE IS
NEEDED IN ORDER NOT TO IN-
FLUENCE THE SUBJECT AND TO
CAUSE HIM TO TELL A STORY
THAT THE HYPNOTIST WANTS
TO HEAR. SOME PROCEDURAL
RULES ARE NOTED., AND THE
OPINION OF AN EXPERT THAT
HYPNOTIC RECALL SHOULD
NOT BE USED IN SO-CALLED
UFO ABDUCTION CASES.

At the 1982 BUFORA Conference in
Edinburgh, Harry Harris introduced a
woman who claimed 1o have encoun-
tered aliens (associated with a space-
craft). Her account derived  partly
from alleged memories 'recalled” un-
der subsequent hypnosis, and Harris
believed that these 'memories’ were
During
emerged that he had not heard of the

genuine. discussion, it
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Lawson experiment in America. and
Jenny Randles doubted the relevance
of the experiment to UO cases.

This matter is of considerable impor-
tance to ufology. It is important to
know wether or not we can trust hyp-
nosis. Already I have claimed that the
account of the Janos People is de-
rived, not from real events. but from a
fantasy which evolved under hypno-
sis. (1)

In May 1977, the UFQ movement’s
growing reliance on hypnosis to sup-
port tales ol UFO abductions was
shaken by a paper published by Alvin
H Lawson, a Professor of English at
California  State  University. Long
Beach. (2) He reported on an experi-
ment in which imaginary UFO abduc-
tions were induced hypnotically in a
group of subjects who were then ques-
tioned about their experience. The
hypnosis was administered by Wil-
liam C McCall, an MD with clinical
experience in its use. Writer John De-
Herrera was also associated with the
experiment.

Lawson reported that not only were
the subjects able to improvise answers
about what had happened to them
aboard the 1maginary flying saucer,
but their stories showed no substan-
tive differences from tales in the UFO
literature by persons who claimed to
have actually experienced an abduc-
tion. This prompted Lawson to ob-
serve, "The implications of the study

for future hypnotic regression  of

Close Encounter cases and for abduc-
tion cases now deemed of the highest
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credibility. are unclear at this time”.

The controversy that then erupted was
reviewed by Philip I Klass (3). James A
Harder of the University of California at
Berkeley (engineer) claimed that Law-
son’s paper might lead naive readers (o
think that there is a strong case that all
UFO abduction reports are umaginary.
and criticized Lawson for failing to
point out that while Treal” abductees
were convinced that their experiences
were real, imaginary’ abductees were
not so convinced.

Lawson offered a revised paper on the
same experiment at the August 1978
meeting of the American Psychological
Association. He stuck by his original re-
port that there were ‘no substantive (sic)
differences™ in the accounts given by
real” and tmaginary” abductees. But he
added that despite  the many similari-
ties, there are crucial differences - such
as alleged physical effects and multiple
witnesses - which argue that UFO ab-
ductions are separate and distinct from
imaginary and hallucinatory
‘experiences’. However, Lawson also
warned that. "'One should be cautious
about the results from hypnotic regres-
sion in UFO case investigations ... A
witness can lie. or believe his own lies,
and thus invalidate any investigation. A
more common result may be that hyp-
notized witnesses subtly confuse their
own fantasies with reality -without ci-
ther the witness or the hypnotist being
aware of what is happening.”

Martin T Orne. past President of the In-
ternational Society of Hypnosis and Di-

rector of the Institute of Pennsylvania
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Hosputal’s unit for experimental psy-
chiatry, is an internationally recog-
nized authority on hypnosis. He has
completely
premises upon which some ufologists
(e.g. Harder and Sprinkle) have oper-
ated in using hypnosis in an effort to
substantiate tales of UFO abductions,
(4) While he did not discuss the mis-
use ol hypnosis in UFO cases, it 15 ob-
vious that his warnings and recom-
mended sateguards apply to ulology
as well as to forensic science.

demolished  the  basic

Orne cited experiments showing that
"It is possible for an individual to
feign  hypnosis  and deceive even
highly experienced hypnotists ... Fur-
ther, 1t is possible for even deeply
hypnotized subjects to willfully lie!"
He warned that psychologists and psy-
chiatrists are not particularly adept at
recognizing deception, and that the
average hotel manager is considerably
more adept. Relatively few of those

who are experienced in the use of

hypnosis have been trained to become
adept at recognizing manipulation and
deception. "Consequently, they have
little experience or concern about be-
ing deceived or used”.

Orne cautioned that "Hypnotic sug-
gestions to relive a past event, particu-
larly when accompanied by questions
about specific details, puts pressure on
the subject o provide information for
which few. i any, actual memories
are available. This situation may jog
the subject’s memory and  produce
some increased recall but it will also
cause him to fill o derails that are
plausible but consist ol memories or
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fantasies  from  other  tmes!!"" He
added, "It is extremely difficult 10
know which aspects ol hypnotically
aided recall are historically accurate
and which aspects have been contubu-
lated ... There is no way ... by which
anyone - even a psychologist or psy-
chiatrist with extensive training in the
field of hypnosis - can for any particu-
lar piece of mformation determine
whether it 1s an actual memory versus
a confabulation unless there 15 inde-
pendent verification”. He cited experi-
ments by others that show that "Free
narrative recall will produce the high-
est percentage ol accurate information
but the lowest amount of detail. Con-
versely. the more an eyewitness is
questioned about details, the more de-
tuils will be obtained - but with a
marked accuracy”,
(Examination of transcripts of hypno-
sis sessions with “abductees™ reveals

decrease iIn

that freat pressure was applied ior de-
tails rather than allowing the subject
1o use free narrative).

Orne’s paper suggests that the use of
hypnosis by pro-UFO investigators
can generate what he calls ‘pseudo-
memories” which may enable a subject
o tell a convincing story later when
not under hypnosis:
memories can and often do become
icorporated into  the
memory store as though they had ac-
tually happened ... If a witness is hyp-
notized and has factual information
casually gleaned from newspupers or
made  during
prior interrogation or i discussion

"Pseudo-

idividual’s

madvertent  contents

with others many of these bits of
knowledge will become incorporated
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and form the basis of any  pseudo-
memories that develop. Furthermore.
il the hypnotist has beliets about what
actually occurred. 1t 1s exceedingly
difficult for him to prevent hinself
from inadvertently guiding the sub-
ject’s recall so that he (the subject)
will eventually ‘remember’ what he,
the hypnotist, believes actually hap-
pened”.

Orne noted that: "The more fre-
quently the subject (describes) the
event, the more firmly established the
pseudo-memory will tend to become.
In the experimental demonstration, we
are dealing with an essentially trivial
memory about which the subject has
no inherent motivations. Nevertheless
the memory is created by a leading
question, which, however, on casual
observation, seems innocuous Orne
warns, Hypnosis has not resulted in-
accurate memories  but  rather  has
served to produce consistent memo-
ries.”

Orne suggested four important proce-
dural safeguards:

1) Hypnosis should be carried out by
a psychiatrist or psychologist  with
special training in its use’,

2) The hypnotist should not be in-
formed about the facts of the case ver-
bally: rather he should receive a writ-
ten memorandum outlineing whatever
facts he is to know, carefully avoiding
any other communication which might
affect his opinion .. It is extremely
undesirable to have the individual
conducting the hypnotic sessions (o
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have any involement in the investiga-
tion of the case’.

3) Al contact of the psychiatric or
psychologist with the individual to be
hypnotized should be videotaped from
the moment they meet until the entire
interaction 1s completed. The casual
comments which are passed before or
after hypnosis are every bit as impor-
tant to get on tape as the hypnotic ses-
sion itself. (It is possible to give sug-
gestions prior to the induction of hyp-
nosis that will act as post-hypnotic
suggestions). Orne also recommended
that tape recordings of prior interroga-
tions be made "because the interac-
tions which have preceded the hyp-
notic session may well have a pro-
found effect on the sessions them-
selves”. He cautioned that a subject
may unwittingly have been given
clues to certain information "which
might then be reported for appatently
the first time by the witness during
hypnosis"”.

4) "Nobody other than the psychiatrist
or psychologist and the individual to
be hypnotized should be present in the
room before and during the hypnotic
sesston. This is important because it is
all too easy for observers to inadver-
tently communicate to the subject
what they expect, what they are star-
tled by. or what they are disappointed

by".

The Editor of The Skeptical Inquirer
asked a noted hypnosis expert, Ernest
R Hilgard (Professor Emeritus of Psy-
chology at Stanford University. a
former president ot the International
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Society of Hypnosis and a member of
the National Academy ol Science)., to
comment on the use of hypnosis
in  UFO abduction Hilgard
wrote, "The use of hypnotic recall as
evidence in UFO abduction cases 1s an
abuse of hypnosis. It 15 an abuse,
first. because of the role that fantasy
plays for all hypnoucually responsive
subjects and, second, because abun-
dant evidence exists that fabrication
can take place under hypnosis. For ex-
arnple, under hypnosis 1 implanted in
a subject a false memory of an experi-
ence connected with a bank robbery
that never occurred, and the person
found the experience so vivid that he
was able to select from a series of
photographs a picture of the muan he
thought had robbed the bank. At an-
other time, 1 deliberately assigned
two concurrent - though spatially very
different — life experiences 1o the
same  person and regressed him at
separate times o that date. He gave
very accurate accounts of both experi-
ences, so that a believer in reincarna-
tion, reviewing the t(wo accounts,
would have suspected that the man
really had lived the wo assigned
lives. These particular examples have
not been published, but many similar
accounts have been. For example, it
has been shown experimentally that,
while acting the

part of a spy. a subject can hold a
‘cover’ when posing as a citizen of an-
other nation and in an occupation not
his own. Under hypnosis, the person
does not give himselt away. (3) The
role of fantasy in hypnosis has been
amply documented by Josephine R
Hilgard". (6)(7)

CAses.
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AGM PAPERS

Minutes of the 24™ Annual General
Meeting of Bufora Ltd., held in the

lecture theatre of the University of

Westminster, Marylebone Road,
London, NW1 on Saturday 10"
April 1999,

The meeting opened at [4.12hrs with
16 members present. Apologies for
absence were received from Jim
Danby. Robin Lindsey, Gloria Dixon
and Robert Bull.

I. The notice convening the meeting
was read by Steve Gamble. The
secretary. Arnold West confirmed
no proxy votes had been received.

[R]

The minutes of the
AGM were circulated and there
were no o matters arising. These

previous

were proposed as an accurate re-
cord by John Spencer. Seconded
by Chris Miller and unanimously
accepted by the members present.

3. There was no President’s address.
The Chairman explained that
sadly, there were a number of
deaths to report. Firstly, that our
former President Patrick Wall had
died during the last year. This
meant that the post was presently
unfilled. Ralph Noyes had also
died during the vear and was well
known to many, particularly for
his role at the mimistry of defence.
Manfred Cassirer represented Bu-
fora at an SPR memorial service
in his honour.
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The Chairman’s report had been
Particular
attention was drawn to progress
on our new web site. A new Inter-
net  Service provider (Oaktree)
had been selected. Steve Gamble.
Phil Walton and Richard Conway
were maintaining the site. It was
noted that the Bulora Bulletin had
appeared regularly and on time
having been free of the previous
problems. Bob Dighy pointed out
that the problems with the web
site had been bought about by the
sudden closure of the previous
web site by EPINET ahead of
what had been agreed. Whereas it
had been free, the company had
sought to impose commercial
business type tariffs that we could
not afford. The rates now paid to
Qaktree were very reasonable. In
addition, Bob pointed out that the
previous site had been deliber-
ately targeted with Pornography
and other members had con-
ducted abusive dialogues, con-
trary to the spirit of having a
members forum. The culprits had
all, sadly, been identified as
members of  Bufora who had
since left. The council would not
readmit them to membership in
the future. Bob had identified six
aliases  for the member who
posted pornography and offensive
comments. Chris Miller asked 1f
more could be done to attract new
members. Ideas put forward in-
cluded using the World Wide
Web, Advertising, Leaflets etc.
Bob Digbhy commented that Ad-
vertising expenses had proven to

previously circulated.
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be money not well spent and he
had stopped it because it ex-
ceeded the original directive to
Mike Wootten. UFOCall contin-
ted to generate income for us but
had not been greatly affected by
the cessation of its advertising.
On publications, Bob pointed out
that we simply could not afford
the A4 format UFO Times and
that the Bufora Bulletin now ap-
peared regularly and to budget,
which was a big improvement on
the previous situation. Comment
Wils that members did
not want us to compele
bookstand  publications and that
regular news was the real issue.
Kate Taylor asked if there could
be more regional meetings for
those not living so close to Lon-
don.

Bob Digby presented the Treas-
urer's report and Accounts to the
meeting and explained that the le-
gal format of the Accounts lodged
at Companies House was differ-
ent to the way he was presenting
them to the meeting. This was for
clarity and to spend more time on
what we spent money on com-
pared to actual income within the
year. The Current registered Ac-
counts were also circulated, Much
of the Accounts had been simpli-
fied and Bob had dropped the
category of Research and Investi-
gations. This was because it had
attracted unfair criticism as o ba-
rometer of work being done by
the  Association in
However | the reality was that if

received
with

these  arcas.

the real cost of effort could be
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6.

8,

captured, then it would be more
ke £20K - £30K. Mr. Hendon
commented that a lot of time
could be wasted trving 10 citlego-
rise expenditure when what mat-
tered was controlling costs in the
first place. The meeting was asked
to approve the Accounts and the
appointment of Nick O'Brien as
auditor and the Treasurer given
fix his remuneration.
Proposed John Spencer and  Sec-
onded by Brian James with unani-
mous acceptance.

Steve Gamble presented the Dj-
rector of Research Report and
clarified that this was his outgo-
ing report on the basis of John
Spencer now taking over the role.
Steve stated that he would be
Chairman  but
would retain an interest in Re-
matters. He thanked all
who had assisted the department,
Lionel asked if Jenny
Randles still held files from the
Great British  Casebook  project
and Steve said this was still the
situation. Lionel also asked about
new initiatives and John Spencer
stated  he that  work
would be done 1o review Hypno-
sis and Memory retrieval to find
alternatives,

Glora Dixon was not present to
eive her Investigations report.
Steve Gamble stated that she had
resigned the previous week over
the Max Burns
versy. The meeting unanimously
asked council 0 make every ef-
fort to get her back into the role,
The publications report was cir-

leave 1o

continuing  as
search

Beer

intended

lecture  contro-
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culated. Kate Tavlor had some
criticism of the readability of the
Bulletin - but
regular contact  was important,
Other issues had been dealt with
under the Chairman’s report and
Treasurer’s report.

9. Adoption of the Reports was pro-
posed by John Spencer and Sec-
onded by Mrs Sweeney with

stressed  that  the

unanimous acceptance.,

10. The appointment of the auditor
was previously dealt with during
the Treasurer’s report.

1. Appointment of Council mem-
bers - Bob Digby introduced
Steve Gamble. Robin Lindsey
and John Spencer as candidates
for re-election. This was proposed
by Lionel Beer. Seconded by
Chris Miller and unanimously ac-
cepted. Malcolm Robinson intro-
duced himsell and his role as lec-
ture  programme  organiser and
publicist.  Proposed by Chris
Miller and Seconded by Mike
Lewis and also unanimously ac-
cepted.

12. A-O-B John Spencer thanked
those present for taking the trou-
ble to attend and pointed out that
for the second year running. non
of those who criticised the efforts
of council bothered to come to
the AGM which rather showed it
up to be posturing rather than se-
rious concern for the meeting to
address.

13, Close - The meeting was closed
at 16.30hrs by Steve Gamble.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
FOR THE
PERIOD ENDED 31*
AUGUST 1999

The past two or three years have been
difficult for BUFORA, but as 1 indi-
cated in my previous report 1 believe
that we have turned the corner. The
organisation and structure of the or-
ganisation are now more stable. Due
in no small part to the efforts of the
members and the Council we are now
on a sound financial footing. 1 should
particularly acknowledge the efforts
of our office manager Arnold West
and Treasurer Boh Dighby for their et-
forts in controlling and structuring
COStS.

Unfortunately. the interest in the para-
normal and UFQs in particular seems
to continue at a low level. However,
when the upturn in interest comes
about BUFORA will be in a better po-
sition to handle it. I must also make
mention of the work of Richard Con-
way, Jay Loring and Bob Shrewsbury
in redesigning our website and Mal-
colm Robinson who has taken over
the organisation of the London Lec-
ture season. Unfortunately, the cur-
rent level of interest means that fre-
quently audience numbers remain low
despite high quality speakers. In the
next year I hope that all members will
put their efforts into recruiting new
members and encouraging friends and
colleagues to support the lecture ses-
s1ons.

Throughout the year we have been
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able to issue the BUFORA Bulletn on
a regular basis. Thanks must go to all
the contributors and to Robert Moore
who edited it between September and
May. Particular thanks need to go to
Arnold West, who supported by his
daughter Avril handled both the pro-
duction and distribution of the Bulle-
tun efficiently and played a large part
in getting it out on tme.

Note should also be made of the con-
tinuing efforts ot our Research and In-
vestigation teams. Gloria Dixon has
continued as our Director of Investi-
gations.  This is an onerous job, a bit
like painting the Forth rail bridge, a
task that seems never ending and our
thanks should go to Glora.  John
Spencer has taken on the role of Di-
rector of Research and, together with
Gloria, has undertaken a major review
of our Research and Investigation ac-
tivities. Having done both these jobs
myselt in the past, I know just how
much they can each take and 1 think
we should extend the thanks of the
Association to both John and Gloria.

I joined BUFORA in 1971 and the
Council in 1977, Over the years since
then I have made many good friends
in the Association. One of the first
people 1, and many other members,
got to know was Arnold West. Hav-
ing known Arnold for about 28 years
as both colleague and friend, it came
as a great shock o me to hear of his
sudden death at the beginning ot De-
cember 1999, Arnold had served BU-
[FORA in many cuapacities over the

years, indeed it is ditficult to think of

a job that Arnold didn't do. He had
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been editor, publications manager, of-
fice manager, vice-chairman,  chair-
man and vice-president - to mention

just a few. Two other long term col-

leagues and friends also died within
the period of this report.  Graham
Knewstub had been the first President
of BUFORA and was a Vice-
President for a number of years. De-
spite advancing  years, Graham at-
tended meetings and conferences as
much as he could and was always
happy to discuss his latest work with
people. Will” Grunau had been treas-
urer of BUFORA for several years.
Although he lived in the USA for the
last few years he always made a point
of visiing BUFORA when in the UK.
They will all be sorely nussed.

This will be my last annual report as
Chairman. As most of you will know,
when | was asked to take back the
Chairman's job | did so on the basis
that this would be for a maximum of
three years. Now the major problems
which faced BUFORA at that time
have been overcome | have decided to
step down early so that I may pursue
other interests. [ would like to thank
all the colleagues who have helped
and supported BUFORA and me dur-
ing my time as Chairman. I hope that
both BUFORA and the Council can
count on your continued support into
the new millennium.




Director of Research Report

Since taking over as Director ol Re-
search | (m tandem with Gloria Dixon
in the Investigations Dept) have been
concentrating on  (rying 1o build a
world-wide commumty of researchers
contributing to major UFO-related
questions of today. I mentioned this at
the last AGM. and the proposals got
the AGM’s approval. It also had the
approval of the BUFORA Research
Group.

However I can only say that the Pro-
jects have not been contributed to by
anything like the number of contribu-
tors around the world that T would
have hoped. Several prominent UFO
researchers in the UK have also sig-

nalled their appreciation” or ‘support’

for the projects, or indicated that they
believe them to be good ideas. but in
the end they have not put in any ef-
fort, which is regrettable. Several peo-
ple who had shouted loudest about the
use of hypnosis, for example. eventu-
ally contributed nothing when given
the opportunity to do so.

I believe that these attempts to enrol
the energy of others should therefore
be put on the back-burner in favour of
the BUFORA research group going it
alone. | envisage a number of groups
of small numbers - perhaps just three
or four people - working on a topic
and then publishing their views. 1
hope that might trigger some wider-
spread involvement but Iam no longer
so optimistic about that. We  will
though, as in the case of such as the
BUFORA Vehicle Interference Re-
port, be putting valuable work into the
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public domain. Such projects will in-
clude the Hypnosis Project, (an essen-
tal review that must be assembled):
the Pilots Project. Astronaut sightings:
and an updated Vehicle Interference
Report which Geolf Falla (the ornginal
author) has volunteered to work on.
There are many other projects under-
wily.

I am therefore very optimistic ahout
the future of our research, and happy
with the internal efforts of BUFORA.
[ am sorry to be somewhat gloomier
about the wider view in the UK and
abroad, but I am sure that that too will
come around in future years.

John Spencer
Director of Research

UFOCALL
0891-121886
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1
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BUFORA LECTURES

Meeting are held at the University of Westminster. 35 Marylebone Road. London,
NW | 5LS starting at 2pm and lasting until approximately Spm. (We are currently
looking at alternative venues, but if nothing suitable can be found it may be neces-
sary to raise admission to £2-50 (members): £4-50 (non-members) from the new
season).

Saturday 6th May, 2000.
Billy Devlin and Brian Allan

Scottish UFO and paranormal mysteries - From north of the border we have Scot-
tish UFO and paranormal researchers Billy Devlin and Brian Allan, who will be
lecturing on some of the more interesting cases that have come their way over the
past several years. These cases will clearly show what a strange world that we do
indeed live in.

Saturday 3rd June, 2000.

Chris Evers

A personal perspective on British Ufology - Chris v.il! be lecturing on a number
of interesting cases that he has worked on over the years. Cases from East York-
shire to North Lincolnshire and will be informing the audience on not only how
he got involved with the subject but how he sees it progressing through to the new
century.

Please note : There are no London Lectures during July and August. The new lec-
ture season will start in September. The Council are looking at alternative ven-
ues, so location and times may alter for the new season. Whilst it is not antici-
pated that meetings will have to be changed or cancelled without prior notice, the
Association reserves the right to do so. The views expressed by lecturers are their
own views, unless otherwise stated they do not reflect the views of BUFORA, its
Council or officers.
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