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Poter Menzel [ Impact

The origin of the
species known

Scientists still can’t decide if they are from anomer' lanet,

the movies, our dreams or shifts in the tectonic plate

ose who refuse to believe in ET have al-

ways argued that UFOs and aliens are just
amodern reaction to space travel.science
fiction films and comics. But new reports claim
that UFO sightings. far from being a reaction to
labloid-induced hysteria.took place much ear-
licr than we previously thought. and certainly
long before the term tlying saucer was coined
in 1947.1f true. the research would suggest that
UFOs are not just post-war oral science fiction,

- whichrcould make their existence more likely.

One of the best-known UFO researchers.
Timothy Good. says in his new book (Afien
Base: Eartl's Encounters With Extraterrestri-
ualy) that Earth may have beenvisited” at least
as early as 1920 by intelligent life forms from
outer space. Not even Good goes back far
cnough: other evidence indicates that UFOs
were spotted in ancient times.

According to new research in China. UFOs
were seen as early as 1914 BC. Ancient scribes
record the appearance ot 10 flying suns™ and

note how the strange craft caused a wave of -

panic among the Chinese people. In 216 BC
Roman historian Julius Obsequens recorded
that ships™ were seen in the sky above Italy.
Japanese historians were particularly careful
to record cases of UFOs.so we now know that
on 27 October 1 180, a massive object shaped
like aelowing earthenware vessel ™ flew slow-
Iv aicross the night sky:while on 24 September
1235, General Yoritsume was trightened by

strange lights flying in loops over his troops.
The general’s advisers told him it was simply a
strong wind blowing the stars around in the
skv. Again. in 1749. three huge round objects
were scen by thousands of people hovering in
the sky over Japan for four days.

A ninth century sky ship

In Europe during the ninth century Agobard.a
bishop of Lyons. was once taken to sec four
prisoners locked in chains by terrified lucals.
who accused them of falling from a “sky ship”
that had passed nearby and taken local crops
away to a kingdom in the sky called Magonia.
Agobard was clearly one of the first UFO scep-
tics: he ordered the prisoners to be released
immediately and wrote a book about the inci-
dent condemning “those senseless [ools who
believe in the reality of such absurd things™,

Agobard may have approved of the punish-
ment meted out to one woman in 1645 who

. claimed to have seen a UFO:she was prompt-

ly burned at the stake. God only knows what
he would have thought of some of the men
and women who say they have witnessed
UFOs and aliens this century. In Alien Buse
Good claims to have the first convincing pho-
tos of aliens."sensational " new encounters with
aliens and “new cases of the Men In Black™
Those who fear that Good may have found
definitive proof of aliens need not worry. Good
relates the testimony of Albert Coc. who p
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» apparently found a friendly alien fishing in
Ontario in June 1920. "It is outrageous. I
accept that.” said Good. ~But that does not
necessarilv mean it is not true. We have pre-
conceived ideas about how aliens would be-
have. Who can sav whether they want to go
fishing or if the storv is true or not.” However
Good admuts he deliberated “for a long time™
about whether to include the story in his book.
such was his concern at the truthtulness of the
witness. who he never met (sce panel. page 39,
for Albert Coe's storv).

Good contirms that. despite the hundreds of
thousands of UFO sightings and thousands of
alien abductions. there has still been no real
proof that UFOs are anvthing but normal phe-
nomenon, and that alien abductees don’t in-
vent their dramatic stores. It is certainly true
that Bnitish claims of alien abduction increased
after thev started showing e X-Fileson TV
here”savs Good. Funny that."Contactees fre-
guently are given seemingly ludicrous points
of alien ongin, which tend to devalue their ac-
counts. We're sull waiting {or proof 1o come
through and I'm very
cynical about us find-
ing that proot.”

The stories are dis-
missed by such experts
as John Pike. Director
of Space Policy tor the
eminent Washington-
based Federation of
American Scientists,
which boasts 33 Nobel
laureates among its

Not alone...
Astronauts such

as Major Gordon
Cooper have hinted
that they might not
have been alone
when they flew into
space. But NASA
won't comment

on the possibility

“It’s very likely they are here already but | absolutely do
not think they've made contact. They're watching us”

supporters. “I1 do not think that this is con-
vincing evidence for contact.” said Pike.
“Indeed I don't think there has ever been any
convincing evidence for contact.”

This doesn’t mean Pike doesn't believe in-
aliens. Talking to Focies. he said he now thinks it
“very likely” that there 15 extra-terrestrial life:
1 think they are here already [on Earth], but
[ absolutely do not think they have made
contact. They are probablyv watching us unob-
served — their technology would be so much
more advanced than ours and it is ridiculous to
suggest they are crashing their spacecraft and
needing to do repairs. They are probably
millions of vears more advanced than us.”

Sandwiches with a Venusian couple
Other academics agree. Dr Tobias Owen. pro-
fessor of astronomy at the University of
Hawaii (and the first person to identify the
"Face on Mars” anomaly) has just written a
book entitled The Search for Life in the
Universe. "It is clear there could be life else-
where in the Universe.” he said. “But aliens
have not made contact with us. unless they
have disguised themselves so well we can't de-
tect them. which would mean that evervone
around us. including vou and me, could be an
alien.observing our reactions.”

In Afien Buse Good reports more bizarre
stories of so-called alien encounters. such as
that of Shropshire newsagent Hubert Lewis,
who had his first alien contact in November
1957.The same alien group from Venus.alleged
to live among us. made contact with Lewis
again in July 1958, and he travelled to

1952 Hamburger salesman George 1954 A cigar-shape
UFO sightings occurred even before Roswell, and in the Dy Vol s~ r‘fgjﬁgg:;g . kel B
~iivcenbary they heve exerted 5 pqwerful fasc;nan_cn . o, . The FBI later denies that its agents above Rome in Sep-
and consistentty mirrored changes in the cultural climate ki L _ - took Adamski's | tember. Dozens mor
1947 Roswell, New " *ggesererens -++-& accountof his sightings are reporte
Mesxico, is the scene for meeting with throughout Sou
the most controversial and %, aliens as true. Same® America and
extensive UFO sighting to 1951 The Day The Earth ™, +. Westem Europe
- date., Among the witnesses at Stood Stilf ushers in a spate of --_ - ., with21in
. the UFQ erash site are an Air Force alien movies. The wisrors here '.‘ ..' -', France alor
major and an archaeologist. The are sumpnsingly aftruistic, but .
1897 Kansas farmer Alex Hamifton eyewitness accounts are later later films tapped into paranoia @
sees a 300ft cigar-shaped craft obscured by the controversv over over communistinvasion
venng 4Houe RIS BASTITE. the footage of the ‘alien autopsy’. )
After abductng one of 1953 Hollywood's | e e e o Y
Hamitton's cows. tflesoff. € alien invacer boom  ream
The govemor of Kansas .+ reaches its nadir 1968 It's official:
says: "l don't know with the release of F UFQs don't exst
what this is, but 1t 1920 Sixteen Rabot Monster. The K according to the
may solve the yearold Albert Coe MONSLer IS a robotin . & US Air Force report
railroad . finds an injured alien agonllasutand (4 on the subject.
oroplern.” .-~ near the Mattawa nver in dning helmet. The g "2 But the report is
-*  Ontano, Canada. Coe and filmreceves sucha M d’ undemined when
" mealien, known as Zret, begin cnucal maulingthat | < " - two members of the
@ a Ifelong fmendship which lasts director F_’hll Tucker S commitiee producing
wedl into the Seventies. tries to kill himsetf, |~ it are sacked.



Paddington Station to meet a Venusian couple.
“Later the trio drove 10 Wanstead Flats.
and then to Forest Gate. where Lewis had a
meal and the others tea and sandwiches!”
writes Good cheerfully. How jolly pleasant.

For those who genuinely believe in intelli-
gent extra-terrestrial life. these stories do noth-
ing but harm. Good.who has never met Lewis.
helieves he was sincere while admitting: “1tis
perfectly possible he made the story up.”

Although opinion polls reguiarly show that
up to half the population think there is intelli-
gent life elsewhere in the Universe.anyone who
claims to have met an alien or seen a UFO is sull
subjected to ridicule. While 95 per cent of sup-
posed UFO and alien sightings can be explained
by natural events. psvchological delusions or
scientific reasoning. a significant number ot
incidents still defv rational explanation.

For example the American government 13
still vet to provide a convincing explanation for
what happened at Roswell in 1947. when
wreckage of a strange craft was later claimed.
by the military. to be a "weather balloon’. b

71 Muhammad

1977 Close Encounters

Crown Copyright

Air Marshal Sir
Peter Horsley met
an ET called Janus
who said: “Prince
Philip has great
vision." Bitof a
blow for intelligent
life forms

Could this be a

murdered alien?
This mysterious,
smaill creature was
found in Puerto
Ricoin 1979 or
1980 and appears
to have been dealt
a fatal blow to its
skull. If it proves
aliens exist, it also
shows the lads
they've got nothing
to fear from its
stunning good looks

1993 The truth 1s out there. The X Files:

sees what looks and Star Wars convince Amenca Is run by a ‘secret govemnment’
a "huge electnc Hollywood that aliens spell which, knowing that aliens exst, has
ignt bulb” in the big box office. Spielberg's suppressed the evidence for —
ky above Central | movie, stamng Richard the last 50 years i
Park in New York Dreyfuss as the power
/hen out jogging. worker whose iife is e
This was the first changed by a close St
of seven UFO encounter, stil stands as
sightings by the ultimate UFO movie . €»—— 1380 Gorbachev says: “UFO pheno-
the champ. ] Tl meno are real and should be taken senously.”
B - Could his birthmark be proof of other-worldly
. &’ : origins, then’?
Lyt
e B 1973 The year aliens mav nave

invaded Amenca. Between

969 The moon landing August and Novernber 1973,

rompts recurrent UFOs are sighted in 11 states.
Jmours that the On 17 October, five different
istronauts saw UFOs. sightings occur. In Falkville,
Jther astronauts, like Alabama, police chief Jeffery

Greenhaw takes a photo of an
alien which cynics Insist Is a
man in a NASA fire suit. In Leht,
Utah, Pat Roach claims to have
been abducted with her four
children for 30 minutes.

sordon Cooper, are said
1 0 believe they weren't
| 3lone in space. A tape of
- | \rmstrong informing
| JASA of a UFO fleetis
| ‘ater released on the Net.
|

e €Dy

1996 Independence Day, 1997 A fleet of
essentally a kitsch twist on UFOs is alleged
War of the Worlds, eams to be parked in
$306m at the Amencan the skyover
box office. A sequel is Iceland, delaying
planned immediately. The civlian airiners
following year alien movies trying to land at
Men In Black and Mars Rekyavik airport.

Attacks! also hit big,

i
!

Fortean Picture Library, P Manzal / Impact, Moviestons
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Fortean Picture Library

FBI boss Hoover told his deputy he was
going to solve the UFO mystery. Then he
denied ever mentioning the subject

In the United States. 1973
marked a significant change in
the nature of UFO sighungs. Not
only were an enomaous number
af encounters repored, but an
unprecedented

Was this Independence Day?
In 1973, UFO sightings were
s0 common in America as
to suggest the aliens might
have staged a mini-invasion

Even the MoD admitted all
the witnesses couidn’t
have invented the story

» Similarly, the Ministry ot Defence has tailed
1o explain what happened in Rendlesham
Forest. Suffolk, in 1980. when a UFO was ai-
legedly witnessed by United States Air Force
{USAF) personnel and others.

Floodlights and radios tailed. and according
1o some accounts. in a report Lo the MoD.
Colonel Charles Halt. the Deputv Base
Commander of the US Air Force base at
Woodbridge. wrote: "the object was deseribed

Is this the
first man
into space?
George
Adamski
claimed he'd
been taken
into space by
aliens nine
years before
Yuri Gagarin's
flight

as being metallic in appearance and tnanguiar
in shape. approximateiv two to three meters
across and approximately two meters high. ..
hovering or on legs.” i

Then there is the mysterious sighting. wit-
nessed 1in Britain and Ireland for 30 minutes in
the eariv moming ot 31 March 1993, Dozens of
policemen.an RAF security patrol and a tam-
v of five were among hundreds of witnesses
who reported seeing either two bright lights
and one tamter one. or a huge 300ft wide dia-
mond-shaped object flving at low levels
and emitting a strange humming sound.

An MOD investization admitted there were
no aircratt in the area and it would have been
impossible tor all of the witnesses o invent
therr story. Eventually the investigation into
the incident was quietly dropped when all
carthly possibilities were exhausted.

Yet more respectable witnesses have admit-
ted they believe in UFOs. Astronauts, military
chiefs and politicians all sav more investigation is
needed. ] Edgar Hoover. the founder of the FBL
told his deputy in 1945 he would “get to the bot-
tom of the mysterv” (while later denving the
Burcau ever mvesugated it). Robert Galley. the
French Minister of Detence.said in 1974:1 must
<uy thatif listeners could see for themselves the
mass of reports coming in from the mobile gen-
darmerie. and from the gendarmerie charged
with the job of conducting investipations [into
UFOs|. they would sce itis all pretty disturbing.”
Only last month an Australian MP called on his
sovernment to open its X files to the public.

The sightings are not just limited to the

proportion of them concemed
occupants, abductions and crart
sitting on the ground. This was in
sharp contrast 10 Drevious waves
of sighngs, where e Saucers
NEre usually arbome.

Among the most notonous
encounters of the 1973 wave,

and awrtual bluepnnt for
abduction SCENanos siNce, was
that related under hypnosis by
Susan Ramstead of Copeland.
North Carolina.

Ramstead claimed she was
taken on board a domed disc oy
creatures with pasty faces and

elongated eyes. There she was
thoroughly examined. The aliens
100k skin and saliva samples.
monitored her thoughts wia
hvpnosis and probed her body
with a cold metal tube. Once the
sTudy was complete, she was
=scored back to her car

* Slghting/Photo

¥ Abductions

< Contact

=3 slghting/Photo (1973)

€ Abduction (1973)

[ S



<. Two UFOs are reported to have hovered
.t the Baikonur Space Centre. based in
zakhstan. for 14 seconds. The Russian cos-
naut GM Manakov. who was 1n orbit
und the Earth in the Russian Mir space
Jon.once claimed: 1 saw an umdentufied flv-
object... it was a greatsilverv sphere. There
saclean.clear skv. [t1s difficult to determine.
the object was at a great alutude over the
rth. perhaps 20-30km.”

\ 37 second signal from Sagittarius
ntrary to popular behel. the Amencan-led
irch for Extra-Terrestnial Intelligence
-TI) has not been a complete tailure. In
aust 1977 a sciennist was checking through
reams of paper which compnised the results
m the ‘Big Ear’ radio telescope at Ohio State
dio Observatory - partof the SETI project -
en he saw <omething of jaw-dropping sig-

icance: from a static line of nothing. the chart |

‘orded that voltages had rocketed as a pow-
ul radio signal had been intercepted bv the
escope. [t came trom the direction of
sittarius and lasted tor precisely 37 seconds.
Realising the importance of the signal.
nfessor Jerry Ehman. the scienust reading
sough the paper. seribhled down the word
Vow!™ in the marem. [o this dav. saienusts
ve been unable to explain convincingly the
Jow signal” us anvthing other than either a
eviousiy undiscovered astrophvsical phe-
smenon or a radiation signal from another
Alisation. SET1 had its tunding withdrawn in
M3 but has been succeeded by Project
wenix. Unfortunately tor those wanting
ore evidence the chances of tinding the same
nal again are put at one 1n a milion.
Yet these scientific findings are 1gnored be-
.use of more dramatic claims. such as those 1n-
ilving one British admiral who claims he has
ctan alien cailed Alan. and the case of Air
tarshal Sir Peter Horslew, the tormer deputy
ymmander-in-chiet of Strike Command. »

Seeing is disbelieving: no picture

has yet managed to convince the cynics
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Fishing with an alien

“0h help me, help me!” it was
June 1920, and 16-year-old
Albert Coe was on a canoeing
vacation in Ontario with his
companion Rod. Alone at the
time, Coe heard the muffled
cry while clambering to the
top of an out-cropping of
rocks in remote terrain on the
Mattawa River. Slightly to his
right he heard a cry: “Oh help
me, I'm down here.”

*| had walked about 25 feet n
the direction of the voice when |
came 1 a cleft in the base rock,”
said Coe. "Wedged down this
Crevice was a voung man.

“When | eventualty freed him,
is legs were so numb he was
unable to stand.” The first thing
he asked for was water.

“He wore an odd silver-grey
sament that had a sneen of silk
to it. Just unger the chest was a
small instrument panel. Several
knobs and diais were broken.

*| asked where he was
from. He saia he had a
plane parked in a cleanng
downstream. and had
started out the previous
moming to do some fishing. He'd
almaost given up hope of getting
out alive. When he cned out, my
answenng yell was like a miracle.”

By now. the circulation was
retuming to the stranger's
numbed imbs. Although

occasionally gnmacing from pain,

the man's composure was
astonishing, An offer to help im
back to his plane was at first
declined. "He didn't want to
impose an me and said | should
think of starung back.”

“From the condiuon of his leg |
doubted that he could even walk.

8
H

and grabbed a tree to

He took two steps, swaved

keep from going down. |
threw one arm around his
walst. He finally gave n,
but made me gve my
solemn word that | would
not divulge to anyone
anytning that had taken
place.” Agreeing, Coe
half-camed the man
downstream to his aircrart.
Fully expectng it to be some

type of conventional plane, Coe
was astounded by what he saw.

“A round silver disc, about 20

feetin diameter, was standing on

three legs, without propeller,
Engine, Wings or iuselage. As we
approached, | noticed a number

of small slots around the nm. and

1t sloped up to a rounaed central
dome. | had to duck to walk with
nim undemeath, between the
legs, afthough it was shightly

concave and only about four and
a half feet from the ground.

"He pressed a button, and a
door swung down with two ladder
rungs moulded on Its Inner
surface. | clasped my hands
under his good foot and boosted
mim in. He peered down at me
over the nm of the opening, and
said, | will never forget you for
this day. Remember to keep your
promise, and stand clear wnen |
take off.” Coe retraced his steps
to the trees at the edge of the
cleanng and tumed to watch.

“Just then. the penmeter edee

began to revolve. At first it gave
off a low whistling sound, picked
up speed mounung 1

a high-pitched whine, finally
going above the audible
capabilities of the ear. At that
time | expenenced a throbbing
sensation, which was feft rather
than heara. It seemed to
compress me within myseif. As
it lifted a few feet above the
ground, it paused with a shgnt
fiuttenng , the legs folded into
the recesses as [t swiftly rose
with the effortless ease of TIstie-
down caugnt In an uparaugnt ot
air, and was gone.

Coe set off back towaras
camp in a state of bewllderment.
“It all seemed like a pantomime
of unrealines,” he commented.
“It was an episode lasting not
rmuch more than an hour that
may have camed me a thousand
years into the future. and vet left
an uneasy feeling of withessing
something that did not
actually exist, an impression of

A new book
documents
the amazing
relationship
between a
man and
arefugee
from a dying
planet

disconnected sequences only
found in dreams.”

In later meeungs, Zret
explained that his race had
onginated on a planet called
Norea, slightty smaller than Earth,
with four moons. orbitng 85
rmitlion miles around Tau Cet (@
starabout 11 light years from
ours). Fourteen thousand years
ago, Norca began dehydrating
slowty, Inexorably, to the extent
that drastic acuon was necessary
to preserve the race. Evervthing

The Norcans’ breeding with earth
people created a blond, fair race

a5 tned to counteract the effects
of dehydration, but nothing
worked. The only solution was to
migrate to another solar system.
Ours was chosen.

Eventually, after a successful
axploratory mission to Earth, dunng
which contact was established
onefty with Cra-Magnon numans,
the expedition retumed fo Morca.
It was gecided that Norcans
would colonize Earth. 243,000
Norcans left their planet in 62
nuge spacecraft. But only one
MNorcan Ark made it Even then, it
crasned on Mars, killing 1.300 of
the 5,000 or so on board.

‘Succeeding generatons,”
Zret explained, “advanced to the
scientific potential of launching
probes to Venus and Earth, both
of which were subseqguently
colonised. In the pnmary stages
of this expansion, bases of
research were established on
\Venus to study its atmosphere,
Tbut] the main colonisation
concentratea on Earth.”

If Coe - and Zret - are to be
~alieveq. these colonization
ronclogical
“roer. the mytnological conunent
of Lernuna (at a pont about
1.000 miles east of the Marshall
Islands); northem Tibet; and the
Lebanon. Morcans reproduced
«1th native inhabrtants, Zret
expiained. The indigenous Earth
»eople at that tme had black or
rown narr and eves, and the
Interoreeaing led to a blond-
nalred, fair skinned people.
Timathy Good's Alien Base 15
published by Century, £16,99




he dehate anout UF0Os
desperately needs to he
saved from its supporters

» who savs he metan alien called Janus m 1954
that wanted to make contact with the top levels
ol the British establishment. However this was
no protound Take me 1o vour leader’ situation,

Horslev.then a Squadron Leader and equer-
rv 1o Prince Philip. went to meet a Mrs
Markbam o a flatin Chelsea. London. When
fie got there Janus wid him Prince Philip ©is a
man of vredt vision. o person of world renown
and a leader m the realm of wildlife and the en-
vironment . (Is this the lirst example
of extra-terrestrial political satire? )
[he conversation ranged widely (nat-
urally Janus explained the secrets of
deep-space travel). but Horslev never
sol a proper look at Janus. Strangely.
when he left. Horsley brietly men-
toned the meetung i areport and then
apparently forgot all about it for more
than torty vears.

[ankiully nether of these cases 1s
mentoned o detal by Good an the
Alien Base book. Instead the best-sell-
me author preters o L_iL‘.‘iCﬂhC three
cuses where mysternous men tried to pre-
vent UFO and alien witnesses from re-
vealing their evidence to the world; the
so-called "Men In Black {MIB).

Compared to the indestructible agents
plaved by Tommy Lee Jones and Will Smith in
the blockbuster Men In Bluck. Good's MIBs
are ludicrously inetfectual. They failed to si-
lence the author ot the book himself. and each
and every witness Nor do they wear the same
cool sunglasses as Smith and Lee Jones.

The cases Good deseribes include a clean-
shaven “Greek” lookig MIB who threatened
CONSEUUCNCes’ aeainst one witness. or a
Scandimavian” MIB who told a Mexican UFO
witness not to talk of his experience. It is all
highly implausible: even Good will admit

1 Aliens and UFOs are
oniy sighted by nutters:
They have been
spotted by nutters, an
American president
Jimmy Carter), William
Shatner and Clyde
Tombaugh, who
discovered Pluto.

2 People have only
started seeing

| UFOs:the-assumptions-challengeds

Y fa

-

o

tapestries,
films... if these
saucer-men
didn't exist,
the media
would have to
invent them

that there are: “many ludicrous aspects 10
the cluims about MIBs.™

The whole debate about unidentitied flving
objects and aliens desperately needs to be res-
cued tfrom most of its supporters. particularly
the thousands of Americans who claim they

UFOs since they first saw : board the gravy train;
them in movies: Not they're too busy having
quite true. People their sanity questioned
began reporting UFOs by local officials, the
once they were media. and their
confident they wouidn't ~ neighbours.
be bumt at the stake as
: : 4 UF0s only appear to
awitch for doing so. lone farmers in the mid-
3People only see UFQs West: Or to 400 peopie
because they want a free : in Rome, or to a dozen
ride on the gravy train: British policemen and
Most UFO witnesses an RAF security patrol
don'tgetto  5yrQ photographs are
obviously faked: If UFO
ETatAscoli  photographs really were
Piceno, ltaly, in  faked, they'd look far
: more convincing.

Alien drops in for 50th
Mexico. Pity the transporter lets him down again

Filibeerta Capont

-

Paul Reas / Network, Peler Menzel / Impact

anniversary of his last visit to Roswell, New

have been abducted by aliens and
subjected to the sort of medical ex-
periments they sce almost every
Sundav night on The X Files.

Even worse are the credulous
UFO-ologists who claim that Apollo
11 saw a fleet of alien ships on the

moonin 1969, Here's an extract froma
‘conversation” between Apollo 11 and
Houston which vou can tind on the Net:

Mission Control: Whar's there?

Apollo 11: These babies are huge sir.
Ol God vou wouldn't believe it! I'm
tetling vou there are spacecraft out there
lined up on the far side of the crarer.

Allegedly taped by former NASA employ-
¢e Otto Binder this makes Albert Coe’s alien
angling storv seem positively humdrum.

[['we could ignore much of the testimony of
the "abductees’. perhaps science could get on
examining the more plausible parts of the sub-
ject. After all. the argument goes, few re-
spectable scientists want to be involved with a
subject dominated by complete nutters.

Susan Blackmore. senior lecturer in
Psvehology at the University of the West of
England in Bristol. puts the stories of alien ab-
ductions down to 'sleep paralysis’. which can
happen when deep sleep intrudes into the shal-
fower tirst stave of sfumber. The effect is of feel-
Mg aw ke, annd sensing a malevolent presence.
but being unable to move,

Michael Persinger. protessor of psychology
and neuroscience at Laurentian University in
Sudburv. Ontano. has otfered another solution.
Protessor Persinger has established a-Heaven
and Hell’ chamber where faint pulses of mag-
netic  energy directed into the
brains of volunteers. giving them bizarre hallu-
cinations that can territy and excite the subject
n equal proporuons.

Persinger’s controversial theories suggest »

dare



“Faster space travel could
change our view that we
are alone in the universe”

> the energy can cause the release of a flood
of images trom the past “which are automati-
cally made to seem terribly real and Impor-
tant”, such as behe! in alien abduction. He
believes carthquakes e behind many abduc-
tions” because. when teetome plates rub against
one another along tiul ines. massive pressure
1s placed on crystals in the rocks which in turn
produces the same tvpe of electromagnetic
fields generated in the Heaven and Hell cham-
ber. He savs those living around active fault
lines will sutfer more than others (hence the
number of sightings in California?). which
should be some small comfort (o those ab-
ductees who tear they're poing mad.

So what do the otficials think? Downing
Strectsavs ithas noimmediate policy on aliens,
refernng all queries 1o the Ministry of Defence.
presumabliy because £ 0w seen as a threat to
national sceunity <imc2 tony Blar watched
Independence Doy,

Officials Paddy  Ashdown’s and
William Hague's offices also suggested asking
the MoD. where Squadron Leader Tom
Rounds said: " We look into all UFO sightings,
primarily to see whether our air defences have
been breached. To my knowledge we 've never
tound any evidence that UFQs are not an
earthlv phenomenon.”

The CIA. behind most of the alien and UFO
cover-ups according to the conspiracy theo-
nists. were less forthcoming. ~We'd need to get
back to vou on that onc.” sud ‘Kathy'. one of
their agents. before sueeesting, like NASA.
that the Pentagon shouid ¢ imment officially.

The Pentagon.in turn. suggest that anyone

lrom

Unitdentified Fiving Ohjets 0’ Art

. ™
- 8.5m0 1863
. Abuquerque, New Mexico
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Frequency cnaﬁnels

How to listen out for ET

1 Buy enough radio
telescopes to monitor
one trillion channels
per minute,

sound promising but
your telescopes will
most likely miss the
signal which will be 2.2

-2 Buy.a-shed{oad-6t——billion yearsold-bythe=—

computers to analyse
the waves.
3 Point these

time it reaches you.
4 Switch your
telescopes and

Frequency channels
how your computer
records information
from space.

b If you get a plot

where the white line

drifts (above left)
“you'coultbe onto™

something.

7 Call NASA to check

the drift isn't caused

telescopes at the

right area of space.
Try Tau Ceti or Alpha
Centauri, the Andro-

computers on and

consider warning the

National Grid.
3 Check your plots

by space junk.
BIfit's not. then
congratulations!
You've exposed Earth

All you need to listen
to aliens.(Not

meda Galaxy may (see above), which is

wanting to discuss UFOs should speak to the
USAF.and Gloria Cales from the USAF said:
“We don’t investigate UFO claims anvmore,
From 1947-1969. as part of Project Blue Book.
we investigated 12,318 sightings. of which 701
remain unidentified. The project was terminat-
cd because there was never an indication that
UFOs were a threat to our national securtv.”
Academic experts say that we are nowhere
near to finding aliens. Colin Pillinger. the Open
University protessor who worked with NASA
to find possible evidence tor ancient life on a

to alien invasion. available at comet)

Martian meteorite. says we still need to prove
that conditions are possible for extra-terrestri-
al life.”I'm not interested in most of the re-
search into little green men or even SETI. he
told Focus. *We still need to show life could
exist. There are several places in the space sys-
tem we should look at. The next big thing is to
make space travel faster so that we see if the
conditions exist. That in itself would be a giant
leap forward for Mankind and could change
our view of ourselves as being alone in this vast
unmverse.” Simon Keeve m

Do aliens have style? Photos suggest that their
engines are pokey and their coachwork’s rubbish

23 March 1974
Tavernes. Var, France

Paul Villa Collection

® Extremely modish

cigarette packet but
forits era, with asolid, ~ was also contracted to
rounded chrome style the Satum-Apolio
design. Thiswasalook  Skylab— NASA wanted
pioneered by American  a slick craft for such a
designer Raymond public project. This UFO
Loewy, who designed is a simple but slightly
the greyhound busand  dull design. it would
the Studebaker car. He © make a cool radiator,
was most famous for but as a spacecraft it
his Lucky Strike lacks verve.

® Unless the designers - would look more at
were anticipating the home on a Fifties table
Fifties revival, they lamp or magazine rack.
were a bit behind the Curiously, this futuristic
times onthisone.The - style was itself inspired
spindly tripod look is by a spacecraft - the
very retro, as is the woefully dated Sputnik
simple nobonthetop. - satellite.In short. a bit
The ball-shaped feet passe. Next!

@ Neon was all the Perhaps they felt their
rageinthe Seventies.  velvet loon spacesuits
Like most things from and stack heel

that period, itisbyfar ~ moonboots would

the loudest of our scare the natives.
UFOs. For such an Expect to see more of
obvious spacecraft this type of craft as the
that wants to see and Seventies revival

be seen, it's strange gathers pace. Verdict:
the occupants didn't Would look great over
show themselves. a cocktail bar.
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UFO sighting captured on videotape?

PARIS (Reuters) - France's National Center for Space Studies -
(CNES) said Friday it was investigating a reported sighting of '

an unidentified flying object in the Alpine village of Voreppe
after a witness videotaped the phenomenon.

The videotape shows "a dark form that looks like it is
floating and then moves away in a curious way," CNES
expert Jean-Jacques Velasco told Reuters after viewing the
videotape and conducting initial interviews with witnesses.

He said four individuals in three different groups had
reported seeing the object over a period of several minutes.

They said they initially sighted it perched on the top of a tree
at dusk on September 8.

Two of the individuals were quite near the tree while a third,
about 50 meters (yards) away, had the presence of mind to
quickly run into his house, grab a video camera, and film the
mysterious object as it flew off, he said.

Based on the videotape and preliminary witness accounts,
Velasco said the object appeared to be "a round disc, four to
five meters across, with a few protuberances coming out of it
and a red ring around its base."

The space center said in a statement it was beginning its
investigation by attempting to verify that the tape was
genuine.

[t was also trying to check out the witnesses and examine the
tree where the object was said to have perched, whose leaves
would be tested for signs of elevated levels of
electromagnetic radiation.

Asked how many UFO probes opened by the CNES had been
closed without an explanation, he responded, "You could
count them on the tingers ot one hand."
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Aliens,
we can

now take
your call

BY MICHAEL HANLON
SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT

THE LINES are now
open for any aliens
trying to contact us.

Scientists this week
began scanning the
stars for a message
from any neighbours in
space. They are using
two giant radio
telescopes to detect
signals from other
planets.

The Search for
Extraterrestrial
Intelligence is based at
Jodreil Bank, Cheshire,
and in Puerto Rico,
Central America.

Dr Ian Morison, who
is with the Cheshire
team working on
Project Phoenix, said it
was unlikely the
telescopes will pick up
any readable
“message”.

Instead, aliens
wishing to broadcast
their existence would
send a “beacon” signal,
saying simply: “We are
here”.

Lights in sky
leave Britain
in grip of

the ‘Z Flles’

By LEO SPALL

WEIRD “Z” shapes lighting
up the sky over Britain
sparked hundreds of calls
in an X Files-type riddle
yvesterday.

People from Cornwall to
Scotland reported the huge
dazzling display.

One aircraft pilot called
in to say he'd seen what
appeared to be an explosion
in the sky above the Isle
of Man.

Teesside air traffic
control tower, near
Newcastle upon Tyne, also
reported a sighting.

A Department Of
Transport spokesman said:

“We had sightings from the *

Clyde and west to Belfast
and east to Leeds.”

Belfast coastguard
Rowlston Williams watched
for more than an hour
when the sky lit up around
midnight on Friday

He said: “I have never
seen anything like it. When
we first saw the object, it
was not completely dark.

“Whatever it was, it
appeared to be moving very
slowly westwards.

3LD, July 12, 1998 17

E-TEASE
OF SKY
LETTERS

ALIEN contact was believed
to have been made when
thousands of people wit-
nessed giant letters of light
in the night sky.

Police all over Britain
were swamped with calls
from people who saw ‘2’
and ‘Q' and number ‘'2'.

And fears of an ET inva-
sion were fuelled when a
large explosion was heard
over the Isle of Man.

The mystery deepened
when the Department of
Transport reported the phe-
nomena were not airt:raft-ra-
iated, adding: “Whatever it
is comes from out there.”

But it was solved when an
airline pilot reported a large
meteor hitting the atmo-
sphere on Friday.

The pilot, landing at East
Midlands Airport from
France, said: ''It began
breaking up and left a long
trail.

‘‘Winds formed it into
shapes which looked like
letters."”

Coastguard Bungy Wil-
liams, in Belfast, said: “'I've

never seen anything like it."”
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