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Lor as I have explained previously, we
had not got along well.

"I heard part of your conversation
with Mebane quite through accident.
The operator was trying to cut in be-
cause I told her it was an emergency
call. I suppose in aome way it is, any
how I have to see you immediately. I'm
ready to get in my car and drive down
there, can you be there?"

When he detected some reluctance
in my reply he said, '~lease, I think
its important to you too. I've just
been visited by the FBI. I think
somebody is trying to frame you! "

''Nokiddin!" I interjected; then
the tension cooled and both of us ch-
uckled.

"1 don't want to discuss this with
you over the telephone. If it's OK I'll
start driving now, sleep for a few hours
there in Clarksburg and see you tomorrow.
Get me a room." he added.

"All right," I said, "I'll get you
a room at the Waldo Hotel (which has
since been purchased by a local college)."

I spent another almost sleepless
night. What was it with Moseley, any-
how? Had he really written the letters
and was now on the hot seat?" Was this
visit some tric~? Somehow I doubted it,
and I looked forward to the meeting.

''Doyou dt ink?" he asked me the
next morning when he rang me up at
home.

"Now and then socially," I told
him but added I had nothing in the
house and that the State was dry except
for liquor stores.

"That's OK," he said, "there's a
State store in the first floor of my
hotel. "

Mosely walked into my apartment,
tall, gangly, just a trifle ill at
ease and shy, but a handsome, clean-
cut man.

BOOK OF ADAMSKI
"Sorry I forgot my badge," he

said, '~ut anyhow we plain-clothes-men
never wear any -- but I brought a bott-
le to make up for it," and he waved
the paper bag. For the first time I
began to get a glimpse of Moseley's
great sense of humor.

'~on't you think we'd better go out
for something to eat first," I suggested.

'~e couldn't talk at a restaurant.
You cook something and rll talk, in the
meanwhile, and that will balance the
Ledger."

I poured some A&P coffee out that
had just perked.

''First of all," he said, "you
didn't write the Straith letter!
I'll bet you are glad to know that."

''1know that too, but what makes
YOU sO sure?" I half kidded him.

"I had this thing pinned all over
you. A special issue of SAUCER NEWS is
laying in my apartment right now ready
to go to press, with a big article ex-
posing you. A letter from you printed
beside the Straith letter. The whole
bit, then a long article attacking your
role in the affair."

"Are you threatening me?"

''1don't threaten, but I AM afraid
of libel. Contrary to what you may have
heard or believe, I have no income from
the CIA. The fact is I'm filthy rich.
I'm worth a million dollars, a few bucks
more or less, depending on the daily Dow
Jones averages."

I broke a cautious egg into the
electric skillet and kept listening.

"I saw my lawyer to check it. He
said he would have to PROVE it in case
you weren't brought to trial and con-
victed.

"You don't know how thorough, per-
istent and hard-headed I am if I think
I'm on to something. So I blew a few
bucks -- if you only knew how ~ green
on one of the best typewriter experts



THE STRANGE CASE OF R. E. STRAITH
in the business. He was handicapped
because he was working only from a 'stat
of the so-called Straith letter, but it
was enough. They were written on type-
writers of exactly the same typeface.

"BUT, ••••" and he paused. " ••••
DIFFERENT TYPEWRITERS WERE INVOLVED!"

"I don't know whether to thank you
or to throw you out for trying to expose
me," I told Jim, ''But anyhow, my mind
is greatly relieved. The FBI will do
a similar analysis, and they likely will
come up with the same proof."

'~n't worry ••••• the difference
was obvious, according to the expert,"
he reassured me.

"On the other hand," he continu-
ed, "I might as well show you the res-
ults of some further research •••••you
see I've suddenly become fascinated
with typewriters."

He took from his brief case a copy
of a transcript of an affadavit by Dr.
Daniel Norman, Director of cnemical
Research in the New England Spectroche-
mical Laboratories, which was to be
used in the retrial of Alger Hiss, who
had been convicted partly on the sim-
ilarity of typewriters.

"I now say to the court that Wood-
stock N 230099 is a Fake Machine •••••it
•••••is a deliberately fabricated job,
a new type face on an old body."

"This means then," I slowly told
Jim, "that if somebody really WANTED
to, they could still '~rove I wrote
something. "

The time had come, Jim told me
then, "to settle our silly feud. I
don't think you seriously dislike me,
and I can't imagine you really believe
fantastic things you print about me
either. I must say that I really admire
admire your own UFO work."

Then Jim told me a great deal
about himself, he was heir to a
shipping fortune and had a large trust
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fund settled on him. His mother had
died several years before, when he was
a young teenager, am he had been left
to live alone. His father was still
living but they didn't get along. He
was the son of General Van Horn Moseley
an anti-Semitic who constantly wrote
violent smear pamphlets and articles.
The money had been inherited from his
mother's side of the family.

"As to my being in the Air Force
or the CIA, you know that's r1diculous.
But let's carry things on as 1£ you
did believe it. Let's continue the
feud in our publications, let people
think we're enemies. For we're going
to eventually smoke out some vermin
if we work together."

Moseley had also been investigated
by the FBI -- that was one of the events
that brought about his decision tD drive
down.

I WON"T GO INTO THE THINGS THAT
MOSELEY NEXT RELATED TO ME - - THEY

WILL. BE FOR HIM ALONE TO RELEASE IF
HE EVER DARES.

In short he told me that he sus-
pected a certain organization was be-
hind the Straith matter, why he didn't
know. This was supposed to be a civi-
lian organization and one we both sus-
pected. We pledged to work together
secretly to try and UNCOVER further in-
formation •

As we finished our breakfast Jim
told me that Lanzo Dove had just sub-
mitted an article to him with enlarge-
ments of my typing and the Straith typ-
ing, purporting to prove the type was
the same.

"I don't want to tell him that I
had the type analyzed by an expert
and yet I can't think of a good ex-
cuse for not printing the article. I'm
afraid he'll suspect that we are work-
ing together if I turn it down."

'\fuy don't you put it off by point-
ing out the possibility of libel action."

"Yes, that's what I'll do. The



article would damage you severely for
many people would probably believe it."

*••••••••••

Yet another letter, written in the
same type size and style, was to show
up. In a news letter of April 20, 1959,
Laura !t.lndo,director of the Planetary
Center, Detroit, Mich., printed a reply
to a R. E. Andrews, of the United States
Information Agency. Suspecting this was
another ''Straith''type letter, 1 looked
into the matter and found, lurely enough
that she had received a stmilar missive,
again with tm familiar typeface! A
careful reading of this letter did dis-
close a different tone from that of the
the Straith letter. In our opinion
(though Laura didn't interpret it in
that manner it contained subtle hints
that the addressed organization might
be subversive: the mention of '~eace
Groups," '~olitical Implications" and
'~ot our policy to publicly discredit
anyone.")

The investigation of this matter
by Moseley and myself is still g01ng
on, though has yielded no spectacular
results so far. We have concluded,
for example, by blowing up signatures
to large size, that the R. E. StRAITH
and R. L. ANDREWS signatures were
written by the same person, but that
some entirely different person signed
the name, ''Kip''. (See Exhibit No.5).

A joint conference with Jtm and
my attorney indicated there were no
really serious problems involved

"If this report is reliable," the
lawyer said, after examining tre expert's
report, "the same results will show up
in the report the FBI will obtain."

'~e Government is very careful
before they prosecute a case. That's
•hy they win so many of them. You'll
likely hear no further from them."

If prosecuted, the case would be
brought elther on behalf of the State
Department or the United States Post
office.
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The U. S. Code, Title 18, Section
1017, he explained, provides for a
penalty of not more than $5,000.00
fine or imprisoment for not more than
five years or both for '~oever fraud-
~ntly affixes or impresses the seal
of any department, commission, docum-
ment, or paper or with knowledge of
its fraudulent character, with wrong-
ful or fraudulent intent uses, buys,
procures, sells, or transfers to
another any such certificate, instru-
ment, commission, document, or paper,
to which or upon which said seal had
been so fraudulently affixed or tm-
pressed."

To send such a letter through the
United States mails would represent
additional crtme. U. S. Code, Title 18,
Section 1717, declares that letters in
violation of section 1017 are nommail-
able and shall not be conveyed in the
mails or delivered from any post office
or by any letter carrier. This offence
carries a $5,000.00 fine and/or ten
years in prison.

During a subsequent visit by FBI
investigators 1 showed them the photo-
stat of the letter addressed to CSI and
loaned it to them. One of the men gave
me a pad of paper and asked me to write
the name "Kip" several ttmes on the diff-
erent sheets. A month or two later the
photostat was returned to me by mail.

That was the last 1 ever heard
from them.

While I have remained convinced
that the Straith letter was indeed
spurious, Richard Ogden, who did a
tremendous amount of research on the
Case, still believes Straith really
exis.ts.

A great deal of this research
was published in the December, 1949,
issue of Ray Palmer's FLYING SAUCERS
magazine, of which we can report only
briefly here .

We first quote Ogden on the stat-
ionery used:

''MI" Adamski's letter from the
Department of State was written on a



UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY
WASHINGTON

0PI'IClK fW••. =,.

December 16th, 1957

Mr s• LatU'a l.fundo
1014 Longfellow
Royal Oak, }l1ch.

My Dear }1rs. lhmdo:

It has come to otU' attention that you are distributing and
encouraging the distribution of information on the so-called
"Flying Saucers" from your Michigan headquarters.

We would deeply appreciate receipt of certain information from
you as follows:

(1) How many members are enrolled in your group?

(2) How many of these are dues paying members?

(3)A sanple copy of your tract or tracts.

(4) Do you consider your grr;upt s study of "Flying Saucers"
to hRve political implications?

(5) Have you received any previous official enquiries about
your work?

(6) What is yotU' personal opinion~ and, also, the opinion of
your group, on the so-called peace groups"~

I do hope that someone from this department, if not myself, will
soon have the pleasure of speaking with you personally, however
your written reply will greatly assist us in completing our
files on your group.

Any reply will be kept entirely confidential, as it is not our
policy to publicly discredit anyone.

---------------_._-_ •..~------





First, on March 3, 1958, he ~ote
a letter, marked ''personal,''to ''Mr.
R. E. Straith, Cultural Exchange Comm-
ittee, Department of State, Washington
25, D. C.". Having no reply by April 5,
he wrote to the office of the Secretary
of State, inquiring if they had an emp-
loyee by that name.

very special and highly important and
restricted paper. The paper used in
~iting the Straith letter is known
as 'white-seal, blue-embossed station-
ery.' This stationery is used only
for the following types of correspond-
ence of the Department of State: letters
and memorana~ to the President, and
notes to ministers of foreign affairs,
or charge d'affaires ad interim of
other governments. In addition, it
can be found only in Washington, D. C.,
in the Office of the Secretary of
State under lock and key. The station-
ery is carefully guarded because it is
used on a high governmental level.
Only two persons have access to this

paper: The Secretary of State and the
Under Secretary. This should correct
the false impression that numerous em-
ployees of the Department of State have
access to the type of paper used to
~ite the Straith letter."

Ogden as a result of his research,
was convinced that there really was an
R. E. Straith whose existence has deli-
berately been denied.

He received a prompt reply from
Maurice S. Rice, Acting Chief, Public
Service Division, which denied both
the existence of Straith AND a Cultural
Exchange Committee.

Next Ogden placed a long distance
phone call to the State Department,
asking for the Chairman of the Cultural
Exchange Committee. The call was tran-
sferred to the office of a Mr. L.K.
Little, director of personnel for the
U. S. Information Agency. The office
told Ogden that the Cultural Exchange
Committee was part of the Cultural

Presentation Staff, whose director was
a James F. Magdanz. The call was
next transferred to Magdanz's office.
His staff, according to the U. S. Gov-
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ernment Organization Manual, facilitied
the transportation and performance of
individual American artists and cultural
and athletic groups overseas. When Mr.
Magdanz's secretary answered the phone
ahe would neither deny nor confirm the
existence of a Cultural Exchange Comm-
ittee until Ogden told her his name.
As soon as she had his name she got her
superior, Magdanz, on the phone, and he
denied the existence of the Cultural
Exchange Committee. Then, in typical
Government fashion, they kept transfer-
ring the call from department to depar-
tment until Ogden finally gave up in
dismay.

His investigation further disclosed
that the Committee was located in State
Department Annex SA-20. So Ogden sent
a registered letter to Straith on Aug-
ust 31, 1958. The delivery receipt was
signed, R. E. Straith,. but by another
party, M. N. Hart, who had filled in
Straith's name and assigned the building
code, $A-20.

Ogden's many investigations finally
earned for him a personal visit by the
FBI which did not dismay him. He wrote
to Rice about the FBI visit, and regis-
tered it, but did not receive his return
receipt until a year later, when, after
no reply, he complained to the Post-
master General.

Whether or not it had anything to
do with his persistence in getti~g to
the bottom of the Straith mystery and
his wholehearted support of George
Adamski, Ogden subsequently suffered
great misfortunes. It may have no
connections, and we don't want to go
off on a wild tangent here. So we'll
say no more of the matter at this time.

And so, the Straith letter remains
one of the great unsolved mysteries of
the UFO field. Due to my unpleasant
experiences with it and the distrust I
suffered as a result of it, I wanted
to forget about it and have kept
these facts to myself for nine long
years.

If somebody or some agency was
after ME, they have failed, for I

l



have survived. I sincerely believe
there have been other efforts to
silence me, and these matters I will
tell about some day. Throughout all
of these persecutions, my dear friends,
who have really counted, have stuck by
me. In some ways I am GLAD these thi:"lgs
happened, for I have been strengthened
by the ordeals.

James Moseley and I will continue

t,) seek out needles in haystacks, even
~hough we may never succeed. Meanwhile
we have become very close friends.

And there is the inevitable post~
script to the Straith mystery. If it
is authentic, it may ~~ow additional
light on the matter.

It is in the form of a letter
received by Ray Pa~er in late 1959:

November 10th (Enroute)

Dear Mr. Pa~er:

I am dropping this letter off at the Memphis A'
port. For once and for all, I want to clear up the
Straith Matter. I am one of the former secretaries
for the Cultural Exchange Committee. Mr. Straith's
main job is collecting U.F.O. data from all the for-
eign countries. Only a few people know this. He is
supposed to act as clearing manager for artists,
musicians, etc., between countires. Your magazine is
a nasty headache to the Department, as Mr. Straith
is supposed to be undercover. If by chance he is found
out, people are told he is retired, and lives in this
country or that country.

In this department is a two foot file on you, and
every letter you or your writers ever wrote are
listed. There's one funny notation that said you
rigged up string or wire around your place to set
off a flash camera, also a notation that says,
'Burglar alarm don't work.' The metal specimens
contained 'Nickel, silver, cobalt (infused) crude
iron slag. The blue stuff on it is diffused copper
sulphate. But back in the Committee. Ask any big
singer who visited Europe about it. They mayor may
not talk. I am trying to disguise this handwriting
in case you photostat this letter and publish it. I
would lose my present position if some person recogn-
ized it.

I wish I could clear up the mess (which I can) but
I am afraid to do so ••••••Wish I could tell you more,
but can't.

(signed) Well wisher.

P.S. There are no finger prints on this letter.
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