





(5)

— What shall we do, then? says the Knight to himself. I looked into her
eyes and my gaze was drowned in the unsuspected depths of her, and [ saw
everything. In return, her look, overflowing with tenderness, made my
whole being throb and filled it with ineffable joy ...

— But how can I be sure that she is really the Lady of my Dreams? The
one for whom I 'yearn and for whom I seek on all the paths of my Way? Will
I have the strength to conquer doubt and to believe in the petfect, ever-
lasting happiness that all my lost illusions cannot efface?

Here we return to the Golden Book and to the text that was previously
quoted in part. This is what follows:

Every man is born bearing within bim the image of his polar being.
As he grows, this image grows within him;

It takes form and is filled with life and colour.

Man is not conscious of it. Yet it is his Alter Ego,

The Lady of his dreams, his Princess of the vision.

In quest of her he must eternally go.

In Her alone, he will find a perfect echo of himself;

Of the most intimate, inexpressible movements of his soul,

For in their union, the limit between the 1 and the Thou is obliterated.
Since she is his Singular, bis legitimate Spouse.

And Silence will then be the depositary of the fullness of their Love.

(0)

The polarity of two human beings 1s strictly determined by that of their
highet centres.

In polar Individualities the polarity of the higher emotional centre entails
and determines that of their sexual centres. However, this process is not
reversible. The polarity of the sexual centres in two human beings does not
determine that of their whole beings, and it 1s not necessarily an indication
of their polarity.

The sexual centre, which is an attribute of every living being, necessarily
involves with it only the motor cenire. Thus for the human Personality,
just as for the animals, the polarity of the ‘I’ of the body 1s not exclusive and
can be found again 1n a certain limited number of cases. This is found from
the following formula, given that two beings of the opposite sex together

possess twelve sectors for their motor centres, and that we are naturally
speaking of combination in pairs:
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The conclusion is that the exterior man, whose Personality is not com-
pletely developed, may in principle have in his life sixty-six women of
sexual polarity, of whom sixty-five would be his so-called ‘legitimate’
mistresses and only one would be his Wife, his polar Being, the Singular
Lady of his Dreams.

Sixty-five of these cases can give rise to free romances; only one amongst
the sixty-six can be the object of the singular romance.

For no singular polarity exists for the ‘I’ of the body nor, of coutse, for that
of the under-developed Personality — it is only found in the Individuality.

We must note that due to the instability of the underdeveloped Person-
ality, the free romance generally begins at the call of the sexual centre. And
because of this instability, once the honeymoon is over the free romance
begins to decline.

Of course, under the dominion of the Absolute II1, after the failure of the
first romance, there still remain sixty-five other possibilities. To this one
must add a few liaisons such as ‘arranged’ marriages in their countless
variations, but they are no part of the free romance: they belong to the vast
domain of prostitution.

This is the fictitious sentimental framework in which the lives of exzerior
men unfurl and mark time. Since they do not feel the need for it, they
cannot distinguish the ‘sixty-sixth’ possibility which could be their
salvation.*

(7)

\ x J e still have to consider the question of the criteria by which one can
objectively recognize one’s polar being or be convinced that someone
who appears to be the one really 1s so.

It will help us in our analysis to return to the diagram of the Way (page
249) once more in order to introduce certain additional ideas.

This diagram includes four main stages separated by three Thresholds.
Before the first, life comes under the dominion of the ‘A’ influences, but
arrows from the domain of the ‘B’ influences are projected into it; these
calls are addressed to those few who are capable of intercepting them.
Generally, a ‘life’ that is lived without a vivifying and permanent Az»
is subject to physical and moral exhaustion. In the metaphorical language

22. The French phrase used here, ‘planche de salut’, combines ideas of a drowning man saved by

catching hold of a plank with the Christian idea of salvation, a combination which cannot be so
nicely achieved in English. (Ed.)
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of the Tradition, itis @ Valley of flowers, but under each flower a serpent lies coiled.
In less poetic terms, this ‘life’ 1s defined as He//.

It is possible to imagine that if Adam had not fallen, then, (instead of) the
first and second Thresholds there would, in fact, only be one. In that case,
the first Threshold would have filled the role now filled by the second, that
of a door opening directly to Paradise, with view of the third Threshold,
the door to the Pleroma.

However, fallen humanity is now below the first Threshold. And after

crossing this the seeker 1is still torced to climb the Szasrcase before reaching
the second Threshold.

We must remember that the work demanded can only be accomplished
through the conscious efforts of the seeker, and that it must be carried out
during his life on earth. This 1s Purgatory.

Thus, for fallen man to have access to Paradise it is absolutely compul-
sory for him to pass through Purgatory, and to do sowhile it is day, for the night
cometh, when no man can work.>

(8)

he great didactical principle of Savoir- Faire lies 1n the fact that some-

one whowishes to /earn must begin by acting as though he had already

acquired the Knowledge. For example, one cannot learn drawing without

starting to sketch, nor can one learn how to type without sitting in front of
a machine and starting to type.

This 1s our reply to the Knight who asks: What can I do? It will help him to

recognize his Lady objectively without any risk of making a mistake.
It involves the Baptism by Fire.

(%)

The Baptism of Water, the baptism of repentance, 1s given before the first
Threshold. This is the consecration 2z Hope of Salvation.

The Baptism of Fire, which is the ultimate proof of purification, is given
betore the second Threshold and preceding the second Birth. It is the baptism of
Life, the consecration of Salvation, although it is not final as the possibility
of another fall is not yet excluded.

The Baptism of the Spirit is given before the zhird Threshold; it is the
baptism of eternal Life, the consecration of fina/ Salvation by the Holy
Spirit, the Comforter. From that point on a fall will no longer be possible.

23. John ix: 4
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(70)

‘)cr e must remember that whoever crosses the second Threshold and
reaches the second Birth is liberated from the authority of the
Absolute II1. They then enter the dominion of the Absolute II and so
fall under the authority of the laws which rule the second cosmic octave.

According to the didactic principle that we have just described, one who
aspires to reach the second Threshold and finds himself beneath it must
force himself to behave always as #hough 1e has already crossed.

This rule must be applied to all branches of his work on the S#aircase. But
there 1s one which 1s most important in this sense.

The power of the Absolute III over the exterior man is exercised by
means of the sexual centre in its direct and indirect manifestation. Sexual
attraction and the pleasure of the act ensure the necessary reproduction,
which fills in the interval between the notes FA and MI of the second
cosmic octave. Now, we must remember that within this octave the re-
production of the species no longer occutrs, so that the sexual act, as we
know 1t in the third cosmic octave, 1s absent.

The Baptism of Fire has a double meaning: 2 moral test and an objective
effect.

The two lovers, conscious of their presumably integral polarity, are
called upon to straightway renounce carnal love. They must do this con-
sciously and of 2 common accord, at the same time cultivating the Sacred
fire of their L.ove, which then takes the form of cowurt/y love. In this way they
will tune themselves until they are in harmony with the laws which rule
sexual life in the second cosmic octave. On the other hand, the Sacred fire
of this Love will progressively burn away their karmic burden. In this way,
says the Tradition, the foreign faces in the film will be eliminated from the game of
their own accord.

Circumstances will change and the obstacles will be removed. Having
gone through this test of Fire, the two lovers will appear before the second
Threshold purified and ready to receive the Baptism of Fire. They will then
be united forever in the permanent consciousness of their ntegra/ and
indisso/uble unity by the act of the second Birth, the birth of their
Individuality.

For this it is necessary to withstand the test. This is hard, but the stakes
are high.,

If the supposedly polar beings fall, this either signifies that they were not
polar, or that they were not yet ripe enough for such an exploit. For them
in that case, the Great Chance will be turned into a commonplace experience
only a little more rich in meaning and colour than those before and after it.
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Perhaps, after having rejected the divine hand stretched out towards
them to unite them forever in the Light, and after the passage of time,
they may bitterly regret the weakness which they then took for strength of
character.

This 1s why it 1s written:

.. Thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. I counsel thee
20 buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten:
be gealous therefore, and repent.

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door,
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

T'o him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my Father in His throne.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches.™

(77)

The question is, simply, to know what to /isten to.
Christ offers us his pure Gold against payment in our false currency which
He burns in the fire. In other wotds:

the ETERN.AL against the TEMPOR AL

24, Revelation ii: 17-22.
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