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As Ukraine's ambassador to Germany, Andrij Melnyk pulled out all the stops to rouse
the Germans - and vehemently and tirelessly demanded arms deliveries. He stays there
too. But to ntv.de he is now also calling for a diplomatic initiative. Of all things, the
Minsk Agreement seems to him to be a model, despite all the problems.

Andrij Melnyk is known for his vehement calls for large-scale arms deliveries to Ukraine.
Now the former Ukrainian ambassador to Germany is calling for a diplomatic initiative to
end the war in Ukraine. "I still hope that our allies come to the realization that Ukraine
needs to be supported much more. And not just militarily, but also diplomatically," said
Melnyk in an interview with ntv.de

In the past two years, any diplomatic effort has been "virtually absent." Melnyk explained
that he could not say with what specific goal talks with Russia should be sought and added:
"No one in Ukraine wants to fight this war to the last soldier. For us, it is about preserving
our statehood. That is the be-all and end-all O."

“The fact that Scholz says he tried is not enough”

However, since there can be no direct talks between Ukraine and Russia at the moment,
"new, real impulses for diplomacy" from outside are necessary, said Melnyk. "It's certainly
not enough for Olaf Scholz to call Putin, listen to his fairy tales and lies, and then say: OK, at
least I tried, that doesn't make any sense, I'd rather not do that to myself anymore. Bye. "

When asked whether the Chancellor should meet with Putin, Melnyk replied: "Why
shouldn't Mr. Scholz meet with Putin? Maybe you don't have to invite him to Germany for a
beer or fly to Moscow yourself. But also in the Cold War There were meetings, in Iceland for
example, where people talked about Tacheles behind closed doors."

The world must now think about how to find access to the Russian leadership, said Melnyk.
"At the moment, Putin sees himself as the stronger one who can gain the upper hand. A
strategic diplomatic initiative would have to try to challenge Putin and also involve the
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Global South more closely. The major powers - the USA, Germany, Great Britain, but also
China, perhaps Brazil - are called upon today not to wait to see how the big battle will turn
out, but to take action themselves."

Melnyk erinnerte in diesem Zusammenhang an die Initiative der damaligen
Bundeskanzlerin Angela Merkel und des seinerzeitigen franzdsischen Prasidenten Francois
Hollande, deren Ergebnis im Februar 2015 die Minsker Vereinbarung war. Der Vergleich sei
"sehr schwierig und wahrscheinlich nicht passend”, so der Diplomat. "Aber wenn man
nichtern zurlckblickt, hat das Abkommen von Minsk schwarz auf weifs vorgesehen, dass
Moskau all die besetzten Gebiete in den Regionen von Donezk und Luhansk bis zum
Jahresende 2015 hatte zurlickgeben mussen." Zudem habe das Abkommen der Ukraine
"sieben Jahre gegeben, um starker zu werden - stark genug, um auch die aktuelle
grofdangelegte Aggression Russlands besser abwehren zu kdnnen". Es hatte mehr
praventive Aufristung geben missen. "Aber das ist leider nicht geschehen, das ist vorbei.
Die Lehren bleiben."

"Wir sind dankbar fiir den soliden Beitrag Berlins"

Wichtig sei es, so Melnyk, dass der Westen verstehe, worum es in diesem Krieg gehe.
Namlich nicht nur um das Existenzrecht der Ukraine. Putin wolle das westliche
Lebensmodell von Demokratie, Freiheit und Menschenrechten zerstoren. "Das ist sein
grofseres Ziel. Das bedeutet, gerade flir die Deutschen, dass man viel mehr tun musste, um
Russland dabei zu stoppen. Das hat eine militarische Dimension, aber nicht nur. Wir sind
dankbar fur den soliden Beitrag Berlins und froh tiber die wachsende Flihrungsrolle
Deutschlands. Chapeau! Aber um Putin wirklich aufzuhalten, ihn in die Schranken zu
weisen, musste noch viel mehr getan werden. Deutschland hat sich auf die Seite der
Ukraine gestellt und damit eine historische Wahl getroffen. Jetzt sollte es keine
Zurtckhaltung mehr geben" sagte Melnyk.

Dazu gehorten auch Taurus und auch deutsche Kampfjets wie Eurofighter und Tornado,
sagte Melnyk. Wichtig sei aber vor allem, dass militarische und finanzielle Hilfen flir die
Verteidigung und Befreiung der Ukraine zur eigenen Staatsrason wurden. In diesem Jahr
unterstlitze die Bundesregierung die Ukraine aber bereits mit sieben Milliarden Euro flr
Waffen. "Das ist wirklich beeindruckend", so Melnyk.

Melnyk was his country's ambassador to Germany for more than seven years, from 2015 to
2022. Untypical for a diplomat, since the beginning of the Russian invasion on February 24,
2022, he has publicly and vehemently called on the federal government to supply his
country with weapons. In the summer of the same year, President Volodymyr Zelensky
recalled him to Kiev. Melnyk was initially deputy foreign minister and has been ambassador
to Brazil since autumn 2023. Melnyk's successor as ambassador to Germany is Oleksij
Makejew, who once again interprets his role in a more traditional manner and rarely speaks
publicly.

The interview with Andrij Melnyk appears on Saturday morning on ntv.de.
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