
https://www.occrp.org/en/makingakilling/flights    

 

MAKING A K ILL ING  ·  THE 68  W EAPONS FL IG HTS IN  DE TAIL    

 

Over the past 13 months, at least 68 cargo flights from Serbia, Slovakia, Bulgaria and 

Czech Republic have carried thousands of tons of munitions to Saudi Arabia, the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) and Jordan, three key suppliers of the Syrian rebels. 

Of the 68 flights identified, 50 were officially confirmed to have carried arms and 

ammunition. An additional 18 flights were identified as very likely to have been carrying 

arms and ammunition based on one of three variables: the air freight company’s history of 

weapons supplies; connections to earlier arms flights; or a destination of a military 

airport. 
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Table explanation 

•  Flight confirmed as carrying arms and/or ammunition by the Civil Aviation 

Directorate of Serbia 

•  Flight by TransAVIAexport Airlines which has a history of transporting arms and 

ammunition and an identical flight number to an earlier flight confirmed to be 

transporting arms and/or ammunition by the Civil Aviation Directorate of Serbia 

•  Flight by Jordan International Air Cargo which has a history of transporting arms 

and ammunition as part of Syria program 

•  Flight confirmed as carrying arms and/or ammunition by official at Bulgarian 

National Customs Agency 

•  Flights to military bases in Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates, indicating the 

likely presence of arms and/or ammunition 

• Highlighted: Photographs, taken or obtained by BIRN and OCCRP, of military boxes 

being loaded onto planes. 

Flight 
Date 

Origin Via Destination Airline Flight No. Registration 
No. 

Image 

 7/4/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
SHW 

(Sharurah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
383-TH 

 

 7/2/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
383-TH  

 6/30/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
383-TH 

 

 6/26/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
395-TH 

 

 6/24/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
395-TH 

 

 6/22/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
383-TH 

 

http://archive.today/o/gmhRc/https:/www.occrp.org/assets/makingakilling/2016-07-02_Nikola_Tesla_Airport.png


 6/20/2016 PDV 
(Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria) 

BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

JED 
(Jeddah, 

Saudi 
Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7602 EW-
383-TH 

 

 6/16/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
DHF (Abu 

Dhabi, 
UAE) 

TransAVIAexport 
Airlines 

TXC9782 EW-
460-TQ 

 

 5/22/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

AirBridgeCargo 
Airlines 

RU9618 / 
ABW9618 

VQ-BIA 
 

 5/17/2016 INI (Nis, 
Serbia) 

 
AMM 

(Amman, 
Jordan) 

Jordan 
International Air 

Cargo 

RJZ360 JY-JIC 
 

 5/17/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

AirBridgeCargo 
Airlines 

RU9608 / 
ABW9608 

VQ-BHE 
 

 5/12/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
383-TH 

 

 5/10/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
383-TH 

 

 4/29/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
383-TH 

 

 4/26/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
383-TH 

 

 4/22/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
DHF (Abu 

Dhabi, 
UAE) 

TransAVIAexport 
Airlines 

TXC9782 EW-
460T-Q 

 

 4/16/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
383-TH 

 



 4/14/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
395-TH 

 

 4/13/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
395-TH 

 

 4/9/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
395-TH 

 

 3/21/2016 SOF (Sofia, 
Bulgaria) 

 
AMM 

(Amman, 
Jordan) 

Jordan 
International Air 

Cargo 

 
361 

 

 3/19/2016 SOF (Sofia, 
Bulgaria) 

 
AMM 

(Amman, 
Jordan) 

Jordan 
International Air 

Cargo 

 
361 

 

 3/18/2016 SOF (Sofia, 
Bulgaria) 

 
AMM 

(Amman, 
Jordan) 

Jordan 
International Air 

Cargo 

 
361 

 

 3/18/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
383-TH 

 

 3/15/2016 SOF (Sofia, 
Bulgaria) 

 
AMM 

(Amman, 
Jordan) 

Jordan 
International Air 

Cargo 

 
361 

 

 3/11/2016 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Silk Way Airlines 
 

4K-
SW888 

 

 3/4/2016 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AMM 

(Amman, 
Jordan) 

Jordan 
International Air 

Cargo 

RJZ361 JY-JID 
 

 2/29/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

AirBridgeCargo 
Airlines 

RU9956 VP-BIG 
 

 2/25/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Silk Way West 
Airlines 

 
4K-

SW008 

 



 2/24/2016 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

The Cargo 
Airlines 

TZS960 4L-AMS 
 

 2/23/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Silk Way Airlines 7L9612 4K-
SW888 

 

 2/15/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

The Cargo 
Airlines 

TZS962 4L-AMS 
 

 2/14/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

The Cargo 
Airlines 

TZS960 4L-AMS 
 

 2/13/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
383-TH 

 

 2/12/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

The Cargo 
Airlines 

TZS962 4L-AMS 
 

 2/12/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7654 EW-
383-TH 

 

 2/10/2016 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

The Cargo 
Airlines 

TZS963 4L-AMS 
 

 1/24/2016 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

OM11 
(Abu 

Dhabi, 
UAE) 

Air Cargo Global 
 

OM-
ACA 

 

 1/14/2016 SOF (Sofia, 
Bulgaria) 

 
AMM 

(Amman, 
Jordan) 

Jordan 
International Air 

Cargo 

RJZ361 JY-JID 
 

 1/10/2016 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

 
EW-

448-TH 
 

http://archive.today/o/gmhRc/https:/www.occrp.org/assets/makingakilling/2016-01-10_Nikola_Tesla_Airport.jpg


 12/25/2015 SOF (Sofia, 
Bulgaria) 

 
AMM 

(Amman, 
Jordan) 

Jordan 
International Air 

Cargo 

RJZ361 JY-JID 
 

 12/12/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
SHW 

(Sharurah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
448-TH 

 

 12/9/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
DHF (Abu 

Dhabi, 
UAE) 

TransAVIAexport 
Airlines 

AL9502 EW-
445-TQ 

 

 11/28/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

 
EW-

412-TH 

 

 11/23/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

 
EW-

395-TH 
 

 11/23/2015 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Saudia Cargo SV6824 TF-
AMM 

 

 11/21/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

 
EW-

395-TH 

 

 11/13/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
DHF (Abu 

Dhabi, 
UAE) 

TransAVIAexport 
Airlines 

TXC9502 EW-
445-TQ 

 

 11/4/2015 OSR 
(Ostrava, 

Czech 
Republic) 

 
DHF (Abu 

Dhabi, 
UAE) 

Etihad Cargo EY9912 A6-DCA 
 

 11/2/2015 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Etihad Cargo EY9933 A6-DCC 
 

 10/23/2015 GOZ 
(Veliko 

Tarnovo, 
Bulgaria) 

BRQ (Brno, 
Czech 

Republic) 

AQJ 
(Aqaba, 
Jordan) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

 
EW-

412-TH 

 

http://archive.today/o/gmhRc/https:/www.occrp.org/assets/makingakilling/2015-12-12_Nikola_Tesla_Airport.jpg
http://archive.today/o/gmhRc/https:/www.occrp.org/assets/makingakilling/2015-11-23_Nikola Tesla_Airport.jpg


 10/20/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
412-TH 

 

 10/19/2015 BOJ 
(Burgas, 
Bulgaria) 

 
DHF (Abu 

Dhabi, 
UAE) 

Etihad Cargo EY9912 A6-DCC 
 

 10/10/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

National Airlines NCR 802 N952CA 
 

 10/9/2015 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Saudia Cargo SV6875 TF-
AMM 

 

 10/7/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
DHF (Abu 

Dhabi, 
UAE) 

Etihad Cargo EY9931 A6-DDB 
 

 10/2/2015 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Saudia Cargo SV6827 TF-AML 
 

 9/30/2015 BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

 
AKH (Al 
Kharj, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Saudia Cargo SV6825 TF-AML 
 

 8/19/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
430-TH 

 

 8/17/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
430-TH 

 

 8/14/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
430-TH 

 

 8/12/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
430-TH 

 



 8/10/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
430-TH 

 

 8/8/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
430-TH 

 

 8/7/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
430-TH 

 

 7/2/2015 INI (Nis, 
Serbia) 

 
JED 

(Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

Ruby Star 
Airways 

RSB7652 EW-
430-TH 

 

 6/25/2015 SOF (Sofia, 
Bulgaria) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

TUU 
(Tabuk, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

TransAVIAexport 
Airlines 

TXC9702 EW-
445-TQ 

 

 6/5/2015 BEG 
(Belgrade, 

Serbia) 

BTS 
(Bratislava, 
Slovakia) 

TUU 
(Tabuk, 
Saudi 

Arabia) 

TransAVIAexport 
Airlines 

TXC9702 EW-
445-TQ 

 

 


