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Hérmatli diplomatik nimayandaliklerin rahbarlari,

Avropa Surasi (AS) Nazirlor Komitasinin Demokratiya Gzra Maruzagilar Qrupunun
(GR-DEM) 2015-ci il dekabrin 1-da kegiriimis iclasina dair AS$ yaninda Daimi
numaysndaliyimizin hesabatini digqgstinize teqdim edirik.

Sozugedan iclasda muzakire edilan asas masalslardan biri “Ermanistan terafinden
AS qarsisinda géturiimis o6hdsliklerin icrasinda alde edilmis taraqginin icmali” adli
hesabat layihasi asasinda hazirlanmis qerar layihasine Ermenistanin  monitoring
prosedurunu dialogla avaz etmayi nazards tutan duzalis taklifi olmusdur.

Bununla slagadar 2016-ci il yanvarin 21-de GR-DEM c¢argivesinde mizakirslar
zaman tagkilata Gzvlikdan irsli galan &éhdsliklerin yerina yetiriimasinds bir ¢cox agiq
masalalarin qaldigint asas gatirerek Ermenistanin monitoring prosedurundan ¢ixmasi
vaxtinin hale yetismadiyi ile badli mavafiq ¢ixis edilmasi xahisi ile akkredite olundugunuz
dovlstlerin Xarici Isler Nazirliklarinda/sefirliklarde gorus kegiriimasini xahis edirik. Bu
xUsusda, arqument kimi asas vurdunun Ermanistanin Azarbaycana tecavuzinin
naticalarinin aradan galxmamasi va A$-na daxil olarken munagisenin halli ils bagl 6z

Uzsrina géturduyu 6hdsliyi yerina yetirmamasina yodnaldilmasini magsadauydun hesab



edirik (yuxarida qeyd edilan iclas zamani Rusiya, Fransa, Yunanistan, Lixtensteyn,
Isvegra, Serbiya, Béyiik Britaniya Ermanistanin taklifine tam dastak versalar da, onlarla da
gorus kecirilmasini xahis edirik).

Kegirilon gérusler zamani Ermanistandaki referenduma dair AS Parlament
Assambleyasinin niumayanda heyatinin rayi va ATST-in kltlavi informasiya vasitaleri Uzra
numayandasi Dinya Miyatovigcin matbuat agiglamasindan istifade edilmasini zearuri
gorurtk. Eyni zamanda Avropa Parlamentinin jurnalinda referendumla bagli nasr olunmus
maqals isinizde istifade edilmasi Ggln alave olunur.

Neticalar barada Markazin malumatlandiriimasini xahis edirik.
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Mearkazin s/33-33011/02/15 némrali, 30.11.2015-ci il tarixli talimatina istinadan
bildiririk ki, Avropa Surasi (A$) Nazirlor Komitasinin Demokratiya Gzra Maruzagilar
Qrupunun (GR-DEM) bu il dekabrin 1-de kegirilmis iclasinda diger masalalario
yanast “Ermanistan torafinden A$ qarsisinda goéturtimts Shdaliklerin icrasinda slda
edilmis teraqginin icmal” adh hesabat layihasi, ona dair AS Numaysndaslar
Komitesinin qorar layihasi, eloce de Ermanistanin monitoring prosedurunu dialogla
evaz etmayi nazards tutan duzalis taklifi muzakirs edilmisdir.

Muzakirsloeri agadidaki kimi Omumilegdirmak olar:

o AS Katibliyinin niimayandssi Aleksandr Qessel muallifi olduu hesabat
layihasini. teqdim edsarak, xiisusile yerli 6zUn(i idareetma sahesine vurdu
etmis, bu saha izre Ermanistanin 6z 6hdaliyini artiq icra etdiyini iddia etdi.

» Ermaonistan safiri hesabatin bir sira sahsler Uzrs teraqgini qeyds aldigini,
monitoring qrupunun safarindan sonra 6lkasinde alave musbeat iralilayigler bas
verdiyini geyd ederok, qerar layihasinae toklif etdikleri dlzslisin Ermenistan
rohbarliyi ve hdkumatine gicll ismaris gdnderaceayini, elaco de islahatlari
sliratlondirmayas ruhlandiracagint bildirdi.

o Rusiya, Fransa, Yunanistan, Lixtensteyn, Isvegrs, Sebiya, Béyiik Britaniya ve
Kipr nimayendalari Ermanistan tarafinin teklifine tam dastak verdiklerini, son
iki 6lkenin niimayandaleri daha da ireli gedarak taklifi hatta bu gun gsbul
etmoaye hazir olduqglarini'bildirdiler.

» lrlandiya, Isveg, Danimarka, Niderland, Andorra ve Avropa lttifagr (Al)
niimayandslari 6hdasliklarinin icrasi istigamastnde Ermenistanin slde etdiyi
teraqqini alqisladiglarini, lakin Ermanistanin dizalisi ile badl qgsrart bu ilin
dekabrina planlasdirilan konstitusiya islahatlari ife bagh referendumdan sonra
gebul etmayi magsadamivafiq hesab etdiklorini bildirdiler. Bu gixiglar zamani
Ermanistanda g¢atismazlhiglara da toxunulmus, xlisusile Niderland va Al
nlimaysndalerinin dlizalise qarsi olduglart hiss olunmusdur.

e Norveg ve Almaniya nlmayandsleri Ermanistanda bir sira sahsler Uzre
islahatlarin yeni bagladigini va onlarin naticelerini gézlemayi magsedmuvafiq
hesab etdiklerini, odur ki, monitoringi dayandirmagin erken oldugunu
bildirdilor. Norve¢ numayandssi bu baximdan hesabatin 124-ci bendins

istinad etmisdir.
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o Onceden mivafiq mlracietimize uydun olaraq Ukrayna va Tirkiys

| nUmayendaleri 8z Merkazlerinin telimatina istinaden Ermaenistanin tsklifina
birmanal gars) olduglarini bildirdilar.

s Terafimizdan stz gétlrarek GR-DEM mexanizmini 8hdsliklarin icrasi ile bagh
- toreqqini izlomak baximindan faydali hesab etdiyimizi, bu g¢argiveda
| hazirlanmig hesabatin bir sira dhdsliklerin icrasi (igin Ermanistanin hsla gox

is goérmali oldugunu mdeyyen etdiyini ve bu xlisusda monitoringin
dayandirtimasinin erkan oldugunu bildirdik.

» Ermanistan safiri bir daha sz géturarsk tagdim etdiklori dtizelisin Ermanistan
rohbarliyi ve hékumatine glclll ismaris gdnderacayi, elsce ds islahatlan
sUratlondirmays ruhlandiracadina dair tezisi tekrarladi, bu prosesi
siyasilesdirmamaya ¢adirdi ve har bir 8lkays 6z maziyystlari asasinda giymat

verilmasinin vacib oldugunu bildirdi.

Muzakiralarin yekunu olaraq iclasa sadrlik edan Norve¢ safiri Astrid Hell ¢ixis
edanlarin béylk sksariyyatinin Ermanistanin taklifini destakladiklarini, bunlardan bir
gisminin gararin qabulunu referendumdan sonraya saxlamag taklif etdikiarini nazars
alaraq, masaloni AS NiUmaysndaler Komitesine gdndarmeazdan énce 2016-ci ilin
yanvar ayinda bir daha GR-DEM gargivasinds muzakira etmayi ve mzakire Ggun
Ermenistanin taklifini eks etdiran garar layihasini esas gétirmayi teklif etdi.

Ukrayna tersfi cavab olaraq Ermanistanin teklifina névbati iclasda da dastek
vera bilmayacaklarini bildirarak, yanvarda mizakirslerin mahz A$ Katibliyinin teqdim
etdiyi ilkkin qerar layihasi 0zre aparilmasina tarafdar olduglarini geyd etdi.

Turkiya ve Almaniya nimayendslari Ermenistanin toklifine hazirda qarsi
6|duq|arm|, névbati iclas G¢lin 6z Markazlerinin talimatim sorgu edacakiarini
bildirdiler.

Torafimizdon bir daha séz gotlrerak asadidaki tezislari saslandirdik:

« BUtin &hdeliklerini icra edenadek Ermonistanin  monitoringi davam
etdirilmalidir.

« GR-DEM-in hesabatinda sksar sahalerds islahatlarin tamamlandi§: deyil,
baslamaq tzra oldugu geyd edilir.

« 2016-ci ilin vyanvarinadek b0tin o6hdsliklerini icra etmasi gdzlenilan
olmadijindan, GR-DEM-in ndvbeti iclasinda muzakireler A$ Katibliyinin
toqdim etdiyi ilkin garar layihasi (izre apariimalidir.

Sadr yekdil fikrin olmadigimi bildirarak, konsensus olde etmok magsadile

2016-c! il yanvarin.21-de GR-DEM-in ndvbati iclasina toplagmag teklif etdi.

v
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Mizakiraleri tehlil edarak bele qgsnaste gslmsak olar ki, Ermsnistan AS
NlUmayandaler Komitasinin monitoringinden ¢ixmaq ve onu sads dialogla svez
etmak cahdlarini davam etdiracekdir. Xatirladaq ki, hazirda A$ Nazirlor Komitasinin
monitoringi altinda 5 O6lke - Ermanistan, Gurciistan, Moldova, Bosniya ve
Herseqovina ve Azarbaycan yer ahr. Tabii ki, Ermanistanin bu maqsada nail olmasi
maraglarimiza cavab vermir ve bunun qargisini almaq (gln butln imkanlardan
istifade olunmalidir.
Muzakirslara istinadan bir daha geyd edirik ki, bir sira 6lkaler agiq sakilde
Ermanistanin toklifini desteklediklarini bildirdilar. Ermanistanin teklifine minasibatlari
négteyi-nazarinden AS Uzvl olan 47 dlkani asagidaki 4 qrupa bélmak olar:
1. Teklife tam dastak veran 6lkalar: Rusiya, Fransa, Yunanistan, Lixtensteyn,
Isvegra, Serbiya, B8y(ik Britaniya va Kipr (8 &lka);

2. Teklifi bu ilin dekabrinda Ermanistanda kegirilacak referendumla
eléqelendiren dlkalar: Irlandiya, |sveg, Danimarka, Nideland, Andorra va
Al (5 8lks + Al. Sonuncu ses hiiququna malik olmasa da, har gériigden
dnca kegirilon Al Uzvii olan &lkslarin nimaysndalerinin  koordinasiya
gérisliniin slagalendiricisi kimi mthtm shamiyyat kesb edir);

3. Toklifs qarst ¢ixan lkeler: Norveg, Almaniya, Ukrayna, Tirkiya ve

Azarbaycan (5 6lke).

4, Teklifo minasibatde mdvge bildirmayan 6lkalar: AS-nin diger Gzvleri (29

6lka).

Olde etdiyimiz malumata asasan qeyd edirik ki, Ermanistan tarsfi apariimis

mizakiralarin naticesi etibar ile Almaniya, Norve¢ ve Ukraynanin mévgeyina tosir

‘etmak maqgsadile muvafiq is aparmaqgdadtr.

Hesab edirik ki, GR-DEM-in ndvbati iclasinin kegirilacayi galan il yanvarin
21-dek Ermanistanin taklifine dastsk vermis dlkalarin mévgeyina tesir etmsk ve
toklife garg) ¢ixan olkalorin sayint artirmaq istigamatinde ugurlu is aparmaq Ggun
kifayat qader vaxt vardlrﬁBixususda AS (zvu olan dlkslerda akkredute gjggmus

Sef“rhklerlmlz Markazin tezislori asasinda mlvafiq gersIer kec;lre bilerter r (Tezislarin

terefmlzden hazirlanmis ilkin _layihesi slava  olunur). Bununla yanas!,

magsademUvafiq hesab edilarss, Merkez tarafindan a|d|yyet| olke|er|n Baklda‘

DR G
akkredita olunmus Safirlikiari ile de muvafiq is apanla bilar.

Olkemize minasibatde snanavi olaraq dost st munasibati ile se¢ilon serqi ve
cenubi Avropa, o climleden Balkan yarimadasi &lksleri ve Demokratiya ve Igtisadi

Inkisaf namina GUAM tagkilatina daxil olan dlkelarin destayini slde etmak olar.
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Qeyd edirik ki, prosedura asassn GR-DEM cargivasinde konsensus slds
olunmazsa, bu masala AS NUmayandalsr Komitssinin giindsliyine daxil edils, orada
da konsensus elde edilmazsa, diizalis sase qoyula ve (igda iki ses goxludu ilo gabul
edile biler. Odur ki, Ermanistanin cahdinin qargisini almaq O¢in an azi AS-ye {izv
olan 15 &lkenin diizalisa garsi ¢ixmast talab olunur.

Nazerdan kegirilmasini vo magsadamiivafiq hesab edilacayi taqdirde, mlvafiq

talimatlar verilmasini xahis edirik.

Sefir Emin Eyyubov
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Annotated agenda
Meeting of 1 December 2015

3. Armenla: Stocktaking of co-operation with the Councll of Europe and fulfliment of statutory

obligations
GR-DEM(2015)28

4, At their 1170th meeting (7 May 2013), the Deputies had decided that the monitoring of the honouring
of commitments entered into by Armenia would in future take place in the context of the normal work of thelr
Group of Rapporteurs on Democracy (GR-DEM).

5. To assist the Group in this task, the Secretariat has drawn up a report entitled “State of
implementation of the commitments entered into by Armenia (May 2013 ~ June 2015)" (see document GR-
DEM(2015)28). In the light of the information contalned in this report, which will be presented orally by the
Secretarlat, and any comments which the Armenian delegation might wish to make, the Group will be invited
to review the state of implementation of the obligations and commitments of this country. Following the
discussion, the Group will be Invited to consider the draft decisions below with a view, if appropriate, to
forwarding them to the Deputies for adoption, without further debate, at their 1244™ meeting (13 January
2016).

Draft declsions
The Deputies,

1. took note of the report "State of implementation of the commitments entered into by Armenia
(May 2013 - June 2015)" (document GR-DEM(2015)28);

2. welcomed the constant progress made by Armenia in fulfilling statutory obligations and specific
commitments entered into as a member of the Council of Europe;

3. noted that Armenia Is engaged in a process of constitutional reform and encouraged the Armenian
authoritles to iImplement this reform through an inclusive approach, ensuring also that the organisation of the
related referendum comply with European standards;

4, called on the Armenian authorities to implement the specific recommendations indicated in the above-
mentioned report, In particular concerning electoral, judicial and prison reform, as well as the adoption of a
comprehensive anti-discrimination law and the revision of the law on the Human Rights Defender;

5. recalled the availability of the Council of Europe to support the efforts of the Armenian authorities to
achieve further progress in the implementation of the commitments entered into and encouraged the authorities
to make full use of the co-operation possibilities offered, in particutar in the context of the Action Plan of the
Council of Europe for Armenia 2015 - 2018;

6. invited their Group of Rapporteurs on Democracy (GR-DEM) to report back to them on a regular basis.

8. Date of the next meeting

The next r;neeting Is scheduled for 21 January 2016, at 10 am.

Internet :. hitp:/Awww!coe.Int/cm .
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DD(20156)1273 : distributed at the request of Armenia / distribué 4 la demande de 'Arménle

Documents distributed at the request of a Representative shall be under the sole responsibility of the sald Representative, without
prejudice to the legal or pofitical position of the Committee of Ministers. / Les documents distribués a la demande d'un/e
Représentant/e le sont sous la seule responsabilité dudit/de ladite Représentant/e, sans préjuger de fa position juridique ou
politique du Comité des Ministres.

U\U"n"lllﬂh lunmmmu IUSYUSULL :WIJ‘U"\USHIQSUD UGSUWL l.br‘uususmsonuasmb
RHPRESENTA'NON PERMANENTE DE LA REPUBLIQUE D’ ARMENIE AUPRES DU CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE

Ret 3201/C-050/2015

Ms_Astrid HELLE
Chalrperson of'the GR-DEM

25 November 2015, Strasbourp

Dear Madame Chalrperson,

on: Deoember1 the - GR-DEM under aqenda teim 3.wiit be’ discussing the issue of slocktaklng of
cooperation of Armenla with the. Council of Europe and- fulﬁnment by ‘Armenia of ‘{ts' stalutory
obligations.

.The, report prepared by the. Secretariat-after visit to' Armenia concludes that Armenia has been
maklng eontlnuous and substantial progress in honouﬂng of-its commitments. The drafl declsion
'included in. the annotated agenda of the meetlng also welcomes the constant progress made by
‘Atmenla

As slgn of recognmon of efforts .undertaken by Armenla so far as well as encouragement for
further. progress: wa "would- like to- propose - replacing ‘paragraph 6 of draft decision with the
vfollowlng,sentance:

*6.. Declded o replace the post-accession: monltoﬂng procedure by a dlalogua-based regular
stocktaklng of co-operatfon .and progress: with .the fullillment  of statutory commttments and
- democratic. processes and. irivited thelr Group.of Rapporteurs on Democracy (GR-DEM) o repart
back to'them.on a regular basis.”

1 ki'ndly"éSk\you to make this letter avallable to the delegations.

‘Sincerely Yours,

Armen; PAPIKYAN
Ambassador Permanent Representaﬂva
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Draft
Aide-memoire

In its next meeting on 21 January 2016 the Council of Europe (CoE)
Committee of Ministers (CM) Rapporteur Group on Democracy (GR-DEM) will
examine, among others, a report drawn up by the CoE Secretariat and entitled
“State of implementation of the commitments entered into by Armenia" covering
the period between May 2013 and June 2015. Following the discussion, GR-DEM
will be invited to consider the relevant draft decision (enclosed) with a view, if
appropriate, to forwarding it to the CM for adoption.

Armenian delegation have submitted an amendment to the draft decision
proposing "to replace the post-accession monitoring procedure by a dialogue-based
regular stocktaking" (enclosed). Currently there are five countries under the CM
monitoring - Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Below points can be used at relevant meetings with the representatives of the
CoE member states:

Point 1 - Report recognizes many problems and the real situation is even
worse:

e The GR-DEM report which notes only small progress, while at the same time
openly recognizes existence of many other problems. In general, the report
notes that many reforms are either initiated or envisaged for the future and they
are yet to be implemented.

e Moreover there are many other persisting problems in Armenia, such as those
related to freedom of assembly, freedom of expression, attacks on members of
civil society and cases of intimidation targeting human rights defenders etc.
which happened within the reporting period and got documented in different
other relevant reports.

.» Some countries, as well as many international human rights watchdogs have
voiced their deep concern over them on many occasions.

Reference: UN Human Rights Council UPR Armenia report.

Point 2 - Decision is too complaisant and could even be strengthened;

o The draft decision, introduced by the Secretariat is quite complaisant. Many
commitments which Armenia upon its accession undertook to honor remain
unimplemented and the decision must reflect that.

¢ In particular we would like to recall one commitment related to peaceful
settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno Karabakh conflict, which has
not yet been implemented. Even more, unfortunately Armenia does not seem to
be very much inclined to doing so, as it goes on occupying part of our
internationally recognized territories.




e We must not forget that the conflict has brought about the violation of the rights
and freedoms of millions, is the main challenge to security of us all, as well as
‘constitutes a stumbling-block on the way to full-fledged economic cooperation,
prosperity and democratic development in the region.

e The decision could reflect that and urge Armenia to honor this commitment as

soon as possible.
Reference: PACE Opinion 221 (2000).

Point 3 - Amendment proposal submitted by Armenia is unacceptable and
monitoring must continue until it honors all its commitments:

e Considering the facts that many commitments are still to be honored, most
importantly that the conflict violating rights and freedoms of millions of people
in the CoE area has not been resolved, and that these problems require
continuous monitoring - we believe that it would be too early "to replace the
post-accession monitoring procedure by a dialogue-based regular stock-taking"
as is suggested in the amendment proposal submitted by Armenian delegation.

¢ Monitoring must continue until Armenia honors all its commitments.

Enclosed: 2 pages
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Observation of the referendum on the new
constitution in Armenia

[07/12/2015 - Election observation] ks

A cross-party delegation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) was present in
Armenia from 4 to 7 December 2015 to observe the referendum on constitutional reforms which took place on 6
December and led to a new constitution.

After a somewhat low-key campaign with little public debate and a calm referendum day, according to preliminary
results, around 64% of those who voted did so in favour of the changes, thus meeting the quorum of 25% of the
registered voters needed to approve the changes.

The relatively low tum-out, around 50% of the population, reflects the fact that the referendum was driven by ||

political interests instead of the needs of the Armenian public and was perceived by many citizens as a vote of
“—cBnfidence in the govemment rather than on the many proposals for change. The two-and-a-half-year reform |
process was not inclusive enough, the parliament having only a few weeks to discuss the text and public debate |
being limited to two months, making it difficult for an agreement to be reached. Thus, the core of the
constitutional change - the shift from a presidential to a parhamentary system - was understood by too many ;

would have been final) term.

Conceming the voting process, the delegation regrets that the authorities were not more concemed by the
integrity of the process leading to a new constitution and that it must mention several problems, many of them
already mentioned in previous PACE, Venice Commission and OSCE/ODIHR recommendations:

- the inaccuracy of the voting lists containing the names of many people residing permanently abroad or even
deceased, leading to claims that these identities were usurped by people who then voted several times;
« allegations of large-scale organized vote buying and carousel voting as well as pressure on voters;

+ the media playing field was once again not a level one and the political parties were not able to fulfil their duties

of informing and motivating the public;

« the misuse of administrative resources by executive bodies;

+ allegations of pressure on, and attempts to corrupt, election officials;

+ shortcomings in the training of precinct election officials, particularly during counting;
+ the lack of mobile voting effectively excluded disabled citizens from the process.

The delegation urges the authorities to address these issues in order to build trust in the voting process and in
politics in general to ensure a genuinely democratic future for Armenia,

While in Armmenia, the delegation met leaders and representatives of parliamentary groups and parties, the
Chairperson of the CEC, representatives of civil society and the media as well as OSCE/ODIHR experts.

Members of the delegation:

Andreas Gross (Switzerland, SOC), head of delegation

Doris Fiala (Switzerland, ALDE)

Alan Meale {United Kingdom, SOC), rapporteur of the Monitoring Committee

|
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citizens as being a means for the current president to remain in power after the end of his second (and what [i
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The Representative on Freedom of the Media
Dunja Mijatovic¢

ENGILISH only

For information - not an official document

PRESS RELEASE

OSCE Representative urges authorities in Armenia to ensure journalists’ rights to
report in a free and safe manner

VIENNA, 9 December 2015 — OSCE Representative on freedom of the Media Dunja
Mijatovi¢ today gxpressed concern over recent cases of obstruction and threats against

~lournalmte mvumg the 6 December referendum on constitutional reforms in Armenia.

According to reports, there were a number ol cases of journalists being hindered in carrying
out their duties on the day of the referendum.

In particular. the Representative noted the cases invalving the following journalists:

» Rafael Afrikvan of ilLur.am news website was attacked at a polling station in Yerevan.
his camera and press card were damaged:

o Anush Mkrichyan of Radio Liberty was obstructed and verbally assaulted at the
headquarters of referendum supporters in Yerevan:

»  Diana Ghazaryan ol the online newspaper Hetg.am was verbally assaulted at a polling
station in Yerevan, her journalist’s notebook was bricfly seized.

Repartedly, the proscecutor’s otfice and police have started investigations into some of the
incidents.

“I urge the authorities to thoroughly investigate all incidents involving the violation of
Journalists’ rights.” Mijatovic¢ said. “Impunity for violence against members of the media
cannot be tolerated.”

The Representative stressed journalists’ right to cover public events and journalists and to be
able to do so in a tree and safe manner. She also noted concerns expressed by a group of local
media NGOs about the incidents.

[n June this year, the Representative called on the authorities to investigate the incidents and
coercive actions by police against joumalists covering public protests in Yerevan (see
wan oty ens foe a) No results of an investigation have been presented to date.

The OSCLE Representative on Freedom of the Media observes media developments in all 37

OSCE parricipating States. She provides early warning on violations of freedont of

expresxion and media freedom and promotes full compliance with OSCE media freedom
N

commitments, Learn more af wwon osoo oot eitter: cose b RN und
O sl B0 e e

For PDF attachments or links to sources of further information. please visit:
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Nazeriniza ¢atdirmaq isterdik ki, cari ilin 15 dekabr tarixinde Avropa Parlamentinin (AP)
Parlament (The Parliament Magazine) jurnalinda Serhadsiz [nsan Hiquglar
Taskilatinin direktoru Villi Fotrenin cari ayda Ermenistanda kegirilmis referendumla bagli
“Armenia constitutional referendum marred by massive violations" adli yazisi
yerlosdirilmisdir (https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/blog/armenia-constitutional-
referendum-marred-massive-violations alave ofunur).

Yazida sdzigedan referendum zamani asagidaki meqamlar vurgulanir:

- Onaenevi olaraq segkilari musahide eden beynalxalq taskilatlardan géndarilen
muisahidacilerin sayi ¢ox az olmusdur. Xususan geyd olunmalidir ki, ATOT-in
Demokratik Tasisatlar va Insan Hiquglari Burosu basqa hallarda, bir qayda
olarag, misahide Uglin yizlerle soxs goéndarmasine baxmayaraq, bu qurum
s6zlugedoan referendumu izlemek Ug¢ln 4 eksperila kifaystlanmisdir ve
referendumla bagli hesabatini 2016-ci ilin fevralinda yayacaqdir.

- Referendum ciddi pozuntular saraitinde kegirilmisdir. Misal (¢in, Kasax kendinds
178 sakin bir manzilde "geydiyyatda olmus”, hamginin segicilarin kitlavi sakilde
sesverma mantagslorine dasinmasi, onlara tslimatlarin verilmasi ve gizli
sasvermoa hiquqglarinin pozulmast, elece de saslarinin korrupsiya yolu ile
alinmasi hallari bir sira muxalif partiyalar ve QHT-larin nimayandaleri torafindan
geyde alinmisdir.

- Ermenistanin Markazi Segki Komissiyasinin malumatina géra, referendumda
istirak faizi minimum saviyyadan yalniz 0.5% olmusdur. Resmi malumata gors,
segicilorin 63,35%-i yeni konstitusiyani dasteklamisdir, lakin bu natico sasverms
huququ olanlarin yalniz 31 faizini taskil edir.

- Ermenistandaki Al niimayandsliyi referendumla bagdh ehtiyath bayanatla ¢ixis
etmis, referendum sabahi Al-nin xarici siyasst vo tohlilkesizlk Uzre ali
nimayandasi F.Mogerini ¢lks ilo Al arasinda yeni migavile izra danigiglarin
baslanmasi hagqinda bayanatla ¢ixis etmisdir.

Malumat ve matbuatda genis isiglandiriimasi t¢iin diggstinize taqdim edirik.
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Armenia constitutional referendum marred by massive
violations

Written by Willy Fautré on 15 December 2015

On 6 December, a referendum on a thorough revision of the Armenian Constitution - not the mere
amendments officially claimed - was marred by an unprecedented number of violations.

These were the findings of the European Platform for Democratic Efections (EPDE}, a coalition of
fourteen international human rights NGOs. On polting day, around 700 EPDE observers, accompanied
by 700 journalists and experts, were deployed to 500 precincts in all regions of the country.

The international institutions that usually monitor elections were inexplicably absent on the ground.
Only representatives of CIS countries - far from having the best record for good practices at election
times - were present as observers.
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Although the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights routinely deploys hundreds of
both long and short-term observers, on this occasion they only sent four experts, which were based in
Yerevan.

In addition, they will not publish their report until February 2016, by which time the issue will be off
the radar, rendering the contents redundant and without impact.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe raised concerns about the vote. It said the run-
up had been marred by "little public debate," and that the low turnout "reflects the fact that the
referendum was driven by political interests instead of the needs of the Armenian public”.

In the EU, the European external action service was silent and remained invisible before and during
the referendum. Despite massive rigging, the next day, EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini,
issued a press release announcing the beginning of negotiations for a new agreement, saying, "[Our]
shared common values and strong commitment to democracy, human rights and rule of law will be at
the basis of the new agreement."

On 10 December, the EU delegation to Armenia issued a very cautious statement agreeing with the
EU member states heads of mission. They noted both the preliminary results and “the concerns
expressed by independent observers” over the alleged frauds. They said that; “If these are confirmed,
the referendum would be a missed opportunity.”

In other countries and at other times, the EU and other international institutions have issued much
more critical statements about elections marred with fraud. This time, Brussels has failed to do so in
the case of Armenia.

According to the data from the Central Election Commission, the turnout was just 0.5 per cent over
the 50 per cent threshold required to make it valid. This raised a great deal of suspicion amongst

observing NGOs.

Armenian citizens were largely unmoved by the idea of thorough revision to their Constitution; in their
eyes, it was simply to maintain the power of the current oligarchy. Officially, 63.35 per cent of those
voting supported the new constitution, versus 32.35 per cent against. However, this represents only
31 per cent of the electorate.

The validity of the vote is contested by the opposition parties, Armenian NGOs, and the EPDE member
NGOs.

On polling day, their observers and some of the international media reported intimidation and threats
across the country. OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, Dunja Mijatovic, expressed
concern over cases of obstruction and threats against Armenian journalists covering the referendum.

These included assaults and attacks on journalists from iLur.am, Radio Liberty, and online newspaper
Hetg.am.

The final outcome of the vote was influenced by numerous manipulations of the electoral roll,



violations during voting and the counts, as well as numerous falsifications of results by electoral
commissions.

Cases of inaccuracies, including dead voters still appearing on the electoral roll or large groups of
people registered at a single address were reported. In the village of Kasakh, 178 ‘residents' were
registered at a one apartment.

Some people were unable to cast their ballot because someone else had already voted in their name,
while others discovered that somebody had voted in the names of their absent or dead relatives.

EPDE reported 57 cases of multiple voting and 20 cases of organised transportation of voters.
Instructions to voters in and outside of the polling stations were reported in 50 cases, and violation of
the vote confidentiality in 51 cases. There were 14 cases of ballot box stuffing registered, as well as
reports of vote-buying and bribery.

Consequently, EPDE considers that the referendum results do not reflect the votes of the Armenian
citizens and should therefore be considered illegal.

Armenian activists and foreign NGOs who courageously denounced such massive violations would
have expected more than “concerns” by the international institutions. This called for an unambiguous
outcry.

It is not too late for the EU to listen and to offer support to the activists and NGOs in their fight for fair
elections. It is also not too late for the EU to publicly question the decision of Armenia's central
election commission to approve the results of the referendum and adopt the new Constitution on 13
December.
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