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UNITED STATES TRANSPORTATION COMMAND 

Dr. Armen Victorian 
P.O. Box 99 
West PDQ 
Nottingham, NG8 3NT 
England 

SCOTT /\Ill FORCE BASE . ILLINOIS e2225· 7001 

3 1 ,IIJL Hl80 

~ Dear Dr Victorian 
....... l.·· 

In response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of June 6, 1990, a 
decision has been made that the record you requested is partially exempt from : 
release under United States Code, Title 5, Section 552(b)(1 ). An unclassified 
paragraph .and subparagraph is considered releasable and a copy is furnished. 
Classified paragraphs and subparagraphs must be denied because the release of 
intelligence information could divulge sensitive sources and methods of intelligence 
collection, causing serious damage to national security . 

You have the right to appeal the decision to deny the material. Any such appeal 
should offer justification to support your request for reversal of the initial denial. A 
copy of this letter must be included in an appeal. Forward your appeal within 60 
calendar days from the date of this letter to: 

Si7ely 

~-~· 
P . ~ . BUTCHER 
Vice Admiral, USN 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Public Affairs) ASD/PA 
The Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

1 Atch 
USTRANSCOM/MAC DISUM'1 02 

Deputy Commander in Chief 

u u 
Archives for UFO Research 

Arkivet for UFO-forskning 7 "/D 
Box 11027 ~(..J 

SE-600 11 Norrkoping 
Sweden 
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K. USSR: "HORE UFO'S?? " -- AN SSIFIE 
ARTICLE EUTITLED "PARANORHJ\L PHEHOHENJ\: FACTS AND FICTION," 
PUBLISHED IN THE JOURNAL, SCIENCE IN TilE USSR (NO. 5, 1989, PAGE 14), 
CONTAINS A DESCRIPTION OF A CATEGORY OF mruSUAL OPTICAL PIIEHOHENA 
SAID TO BE ASSOCIATED HITH ROCKET LAUNCHINGS. THE ARTICLE CONTAINS A 
QUOTE FROI1 A 23 SEPTEHBER 1977 IZVESTIA REPORT: "TilE P.ESIDEUTS OF 
PETROZAVODSK (6149N 03420E) HAVE WITNESSED AN EXTRAORDINARY NATURAL 
PHENOHENOU. ON SEPTEMBER 20 AT ABOUT lJ O'CLOCK IN THE HORliiNG, A 
tnJGE BRIGHT 1 STAR' SUDDEHLY APPE.I\RED ON TilE STILL DARK SKY, ElHTTING 
BRIGHT BURST~ OF LIGHT. THE 'STAR' HAS SLmlLY 1\PPROACHHIG 
PETROZAVODSK AHI) THEN S?RAHLED OVER TliE CITY, LIKE A 'JELLYFISH' 
POURING UPON THE CITY A HAZE OF FI?fE I3EAHS OF LIGHT, HHICH LOOKED 
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LIKE POUIU!lG RfiHI. f\FTER SOl·IE THIE TilE Rf\YS DISAPPEARED, THE 
'JELLYFISH 1 ASSUHED TilE SllfiPE Of A DHIGIIT SEHICIRCLE i\!JD STARTED 
l·IOIJHIG Il1 TilE DIHECTIOU Of LfiKE ONEGA ••• ACCOHDING TO EYE\JITNESSES, 
TilE PliElJmiENON CONTIUUED FOR 10-12 IHNUTES." THE AHTICLE GOES ON TO 
EXPLt\Ill TilE 013SEHVATIOtJ5 OF THE PETROZAVODSK RESIDENTS Ill TERHS OF 
TilE U\ U11CII OF COS~IOS 955. 
1. (U) AT THE THIE OF TilE EARLY HORNING LAUfiCH OF COSHOS 955, THE 
EM1Tll CiiST A SIIADOH Tllf,T E:<TENDED SOI1E 100 HH IN ALTITUDE AT TilE 
PLESETSK (6255liON 0402713E) LAUNCH SITE. TilE APPEARAHCE OF THE 
DfHGHT "STAR" TO TilE GROUfJD OBSERVEHS COINCIDED WITH THE EHERGENCE OF 
Tl!E ROCKET FHOH TilE EARTH'S SHAD0\1 INTO SUtiLIGIIT. THE SECOHD STAGE 
HAS PROPELLING THE ROCKET AT THAT POINT, AUD THE SCATTERING OF 
SUl/LIGHT FROH TilE SOLID PARTICLES OF THE ROCKET EXHAUST \JAS 
HESPONSIBLE FOR TilE "STAR." THE GROHTII OF THE 11 STAR" INTO A 
SE!HCII\CLE OR "JELLYFISH" HAS RELATED TO THE THRUST TERHillATION AND 
SEPARATIOfl OF THE SECOND STAGE, WHICH OCCURRED SIIDRTLY THEREAFTER. 
TilE SOVIET ARTICLE EXPL/\INS THAT SUSTAINED CO!·IBUSTIO!l OF THE SOLID 
FUEL. OF A ROCKET ENGINE CAN CONTINUE OtJLY UNDER THE HIGH PRESSURES 
(TENS OF ATNOSPHERES) THAT EXIST INSIDE THE COl1BUSTIOU CHAHBER. 
THRUST TER11IN;\TION OF A SOLID-FUEL BOOSTER ENGINE IS ACCOMPLISHED BY 
VE!JTH!G THE GASES HlSIDE TH£ COHBUSTION CHAHBER THROUGH EXPLOSIVE 
VALVES LOCATED IN THE WALLS OF THE CllfiH!3EH. THE THRUST-TE!lMINATING 
EXPLOSION , ACCORDING TO THE SOVIET ARTICLE, IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
RAPID GROHTH OF THE PARTICULATE CLOUD. THE BEMIS OF LIGHT REFERRED 
TO Ill THE SOVIET PRESS HERE RELATED TO THE JI::TS OF GAS AND DUST 
ESCi\PIHG THROUGH THE VENtS. . 

; .__ 
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P.\RT TliO. r~f b, GU3 tncr~a~1~ polltic~l 

c~~a1t1vlty thiR c~Ge nnd 

quory DllCG-2ll for &uid4ac4.1 if a~pr~cMJ. by .. iu thiQ 

~tter. 

f :Jrr UUl.J.ill. Rof c, P';;trt: Eight, B.equoet yuu t.Qk..Q 

n~ actio~ unlaas tnskad by DIA. GP 1 

M/R: By ref a, advised sequence 
obtaining HOON DUST specimens, advised film of 
by DATT on 19 July being fon.1arded unprocessed 
requested copies of prints of film foi 

in 
nose cone photographed 
to DIAC0-2I3, and 

- as well as guidance as to what DA as to 
identity of object photographed. requested 
permission to retransmit 11111111 IIIII c, FTD requested 
FTD team in possess ion 111111• or to 
courier these items back to and further requested 
to attemp t to obtain results of 
lllllls tresses need to protect our knowledge of 
this ma- tter and state we cannot appro.:J.ch - on 
which had in their possession. 
with DIACO-D in draft. 
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DEPi\l~TJ\i:?-t~T OF DE~_:'ENSI~ / 

s 

t!fiTl u;:n uuTt, ~ t c~:~ ~,~., t: iJ C i: J:;r ~ 

I!ESS f.!JE c:..;i TC:!I 

8 . D E F E N S E S E C R E T A R Y C H I T T R A 8 A H A 0 lJ R K , C , A S I~ E D D A 'i 1 
LAST NIGHT IF ORIGIN OF OBJECT HAD BEEN DETERMINED AND IF WG 
INTENDED TO SEND EXPERTS, ANSWER YO BOTH aUES710NS 
WAS~THA7 DATi DID NOT YE7 KNOW. FU7URE ACCESS 70 ~OURYH 
OBJECT SHOULD AE NO PROBLEM 8UT UNKNOWN AS TO FlRSf THREE, 
PART II. -
1 • 0 F F I C E H T 0 P 0 1\ H A ~ A 1 5 .., 2 5 J U ~! E I 0 
I N vEsT I GATE r ALL oF ·oBJEcTs L _ ALL _[_OJ! R o 8 J F c 1 s TELL N 1 G 11 T 
2 5., 2_6_ ~A_ ~ G H. _AT THREE L 0 G .n 1 0 N s-----r83 S 8 -tT2TlT6--~-- - E ·O;f02 <dl2 81 S , . 

3 3.. 4_o. N 2 7.5.t._ F R 0 ~1 0 E 1'. f? I r~ G 0 r n 2 0 R P Y 0 2 0 0 E G H EE S • . 

1. IN ViEW OF ALL OF THE ABOVE~ _DA7T NOW fEELS THAT 
TECHNICAL TEAM SHOULD NOT RPT NOT AE SENT UNLESS ViSUAL 
EXAMINkTION ~F FOCRTH OBJEC7 !5 FELT ESSENTIAL, 
2. IF lEAH iS NOT RP7 NOY SENY • REQUEST Gll! OANCE ,AS TO 
WHAT DArT CAN TELL GON DE~ENSE S~CRETARY AS TO WHA? OUn 
DE7ERMiNATION OF COJECTS :s IN ORDER TO CLOSE CASE~ 
3. RECOMHEND PRIN7S REQUESTED 0~ PARA 2, PART . II, OF 
REF MSG P.E;AfN UNCLASS!~iED STATUS. FILY IN RGGISYERED 
PACKAGE 22~-68 DEPARTED KATHMANDU 22 JULY IN EMB~SSY 
POUCH NiJf'-18ER 09 RPT 09. 
GP-1 
BT 

P~GE 2 OF 2 55029 
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It~ r 0 R II E I' ~H) A I 1 l 2 7 T II U S A F F A G F T 8 H C V 0 ! R V A 
RUt=DFIF/I'T!l WPAFR OHIO 
~U~BnAA/IIFSC ANDREWS AFB MD 
RUFHR~~/CJNCSTRIKE MACDILL AFB FLA 
RUDONOA/8SOAO ~MEMBASSY LONDON 
DA GRii!C 

. RT 
•••• JIINJI~EOO 

L/ 
F MD I S I ·'Z';~ .. - ~:.·.---~::=::~:l 0 A 0 0 2 2 0 ~ L 6 i) 11 2 7 T H 
FOR AF~lll~ FnR AFN!AA81 jFSC FOR.S~FPJ FTD FOR TOAHFI 
c 1 ~"-J c s T r> 1 K t r o H J 2 • .OJ . ~- P A s s T o s T A.J E.., 
$ U R J E C T : t~ 0 0 N 0 U S T C U ) 
R E F : t..· ; 0 ~ 0 __ N E EAI,. S E C R E T M S G 0 ~ 1 5 . J U L 6 8 ( N 0 T A L > , 

(;p .. 1 
NI-Jt.!N 

W 42020Z JUL 68 

ACT: Oli\-5 FILE-1 (G) 1-\/\C/HP 
OGE 1 OF 1 
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Departntent of State 

. 7; i 06Z 

:N~J tF 2::~ 04-USI4 i21Ci~ 04JRSC eJ ,NSA 02)~NR 

0 s i 0 : p N A s A 0 4 ;) G ? M 0 3 ¥ ~~ s c l 0 ~ :R~ I I / 0 9 5 1-1 
~ 

P ~i09:5Z AUG 67 
~~ U~DAO AM~MBASSY KHARTOUM 
:c:Y.J ~ 1:! .t. S HoC P R IDR-lT"'Y
:~~0 ~~CS7ATE . WASH DC PR !OR ITY 

SuBjECTt SATELLITE FITUND IN SUDAN !U; 

0 IL 03.~ACDA 

:. i Ul LOCAL PRESS 17 AUG 67 REPORTED THAT A SATELITE, CUBE 
SHAP~D, WEIGHING APPROXIMATELY THREE 'TONS DISCOVERED 3AUGUST 
s~ ~rLES FROM KUTUM 1425N 246~E· SATELLITE DESCRIBED AS HADE 
0c SOFT METAL PRESUMABLY LIGHT ALUMINI~M IN OBLONG CUPES 
MEASUR:NG TWO l~CH~S BY ONE INCH TIGHTLY FASTEN~D TOG~THER 
A~G CCVEREO 8Y A SILKY MATERIAL• NATIONALITY NOI iDENTIFiED 
A~ NC iNSCRiPTIONS ~VIDENT ON OUTER SURFACE. LOrAL AUiHORfTIES 
!N cL FASYER HAVE PYOTOGRAPHS AND WITH DIFFJCU~TY CUT 
S,;M?LtS• · 

•' 

· . 
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PAGE 0 1 ?-71744Z 
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A C T I 0 N I N R o 0 8 / ·. ·>-.: \ ·:··;,. ; .. ; 
INFO OCT-01 f'l01 P: : ~=--~~~= - ~- -- ·- ···· 027641 
0 071630Z OCT/70/ . / 

FM USOAO/FONT '~ AMY 

l9 _ 0~~ IM~~OJAT~ -
INFO 1127 USAF FLO ACTY GP FT BELVOIR VA IMMEDIATE 
FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO 
CONAD ENT AFB CO 
SECSTATE 1-<ASHDC 

JOINT STATE OIA MESSAGE 

0171 OC1 70 

~--

___ / 

CIA FOR DIAC0•2 AND DIAS~~ I 127TH FOR AFNIAAB1 FTO FoR TDAM01 CONAD 
FOR J2J DEPT OF STATE FOR INR AND GPM• SUBJECTI lUI MOON OUST. 
OATT CALLED BY MINISTER INTERIOR TO INSPECT OBJECT FOUND NEAR LAI 
!0924N•l6!8El ON I AUGUST 19705 MINISTER SAID OBJECT FELL IN 
AREA wiTH THREE LOUD EXPLOSIONS AND THEN BURNED FOR FIVE DAYS• 
OATT INSPECTED OBJECT WHICH IS A METAL SPHERE ABOUT t8 INCHES IN 
DIAMETER WEIGHING 20-25 POUNDS• THE TWO HALVES OF THE SPHERE ARE 
wELDED TOGETHER• AT EACH POLE OF SPHERE ARE PORTS WHICH HAVE 
BEEN MELTED CLOSED• THE SPHERE SHOWS EVIDENCE OF BURNING AND SEVER
AL LIGHTER STREAKS RUN THROUGH BURNED AREAS• THE OBJECT RESEM• . -
BLES A PRESSURIZED FUEL TANK• DATT WILL BE IN POSSESSION OF 
TH~ OBJECT AND CAN FORWARD IF DESIRED PLEASE ADVISE• 

ll 
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Vi. !~J ·\r ·· · J \, t'' ,, ;·1 · c~·l,- I ',l,' 1 ~;;-""1 1 1'- -~? 
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1(,, lli.H:I\1 !Ill 11.'~'!'/ CO!MU,NO Cu~ TUl 

fJt.SSf.(:f CUITUl 8 2 '~ q , , c 

. ,· : CJ, L! . 53] 3 7 vzr:zcJr.S440 
PP RlJf:()JF A 

DE RlJSn.HT 4? 5 2120n 5 n 
ZNY ssc;ss 
P 30il6.30Z JIJi.. 68 
FM USDAO AMEMBASSY KATH~ANDU 

T 0 f?ll E n J r A I D I A 1-J J\ S H 11 C 

J \ ·· F o ~ 11 •: ~ c n-1 c \" ~~: .rG)~v~c~ 3 l ·. 

INFO RllcFHIJAI1127TH LISAt:" FAG FT 8ELV0lr7 VA 
RUEUFIFIFTO WPAFR OHIO 
R U F: 8 P A h I A F S C A N D R E W S <\ F 8 t~ IJ 
RUF:BPE~ICINCSTRIKE MACOILL AFR FLA 
nA GPt\Jr. 

••••••••••••• llz;UL~'~-::I:J- 11Af) !12:?3 JUL 68, 1127TH 
FOR AF~IAO FnR~Af~IAABJ AFSC FnR SCFPI FTO FOR TOAMF; OIA PA SS 
TO STATE~ CJMCSTRIKE FOR J~. 
SURJECT: I-lOON DUST <U> I 
PEFl NEPAL HSG OAO 0215 Jlllf,8, / 

NEPAL HSG JJAO n2?.0 Jill 6~, _ 
PAnT I I or q : r A s T A n= s 1 r R o h 8 r- A r ~ 1 N c; or o 2 o n L: ·I :5 3 CJ • , ' 

T H I S S H 0 l I L 0 R E 1 n N ' N 0 T n P T I~ 0 T 1 F R 0 1·1 I , I. E , 
OBJECT~ CAHE FROM SOUTH TO NORTH, 
/ , t\1 0 N E w 0 F V E L 0 P HE "IT S H f n E E Y C r: P T 
SEr.RFTARY VIS I TEn •••••••• 
FXPEOITION FOR INFO ON SPACE 08J~CTS. 

••••• FIRST 
0 N U N S lJ C C E S S F U l F I S H I r ·~ G 

3 , f1 A T T 8 R I F F F. 0 -....A_M 8 A S S A fl 0 n Y F. S T F R 0 A Y 0 N H ()(J ~! '1 Ll S T S I T U A T I 0 N , 

0 N l Y P n J f\IT R A 1 S E ll w A S 11 E S I R E T H A T ~! E G T V F r, 0 "l P 0 S I II V E I N F 0 I F. 
AT ALL POSS I fll F. D F: TO 1 ----

RT 
GP .. l 
Nr-.:NtJ 

A C T . . 0 I A - 5 F I L E - 1 ( G ) Z I t-11 K S 
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(U) F:-om 080253 EST Nov 75 to 080420 EST Nov 75, Mc.lrnstro~ AFB ~T 
c.nc four SAC sites reported a serles of visual ~1d radar con~c.c~s 
,.1· ........ ,;..,l· ,.::e,.., .... ~Ll" ec· clv.; ..... s O;....J· ec+-s So\re-::.1 -epor-s =rom ......... 0 s-.-..::. ....., '- • - -. ...... ~ .&.;'--.0.. ~ _ ...... ,..& 6...) I.... • - ..._c..;,_ J.. .._ !..- .l l..~J.- ClH ~ -

locc. r.~c!:s i:1c l t.:~ed jet eng i:1e sounc s c.ssocic. ted \~-i L~ the c:, se:-ved 
brig!lt J,.ights. Two inte:-ce.?tors sc:-c.nblec from 2~th NOR...L;.D :=tegio;1 
fc.iled to make contact ~i~h the UFO's. 

L •.. 
t=:.:= 
, ... 
r.:_.:._ 
t ·· 

-~: 
~-~:-.· 
r:.: 
r:: : 

r:: : 

(U) The UFO sightings occurred on c.n ·extremely clear night. Visibili~::~:. 
~c.s 45 miles. Although northern lights will cause phenomena. si~ilar ... 
to the !'eceivec !'eports, weathe!' services indicc.ted no possi;:,ility ·· · 
of ncrthe:r-n lishts during the period 1.n a~estion. (SOURCE:: Nt-lC:~ ::: · 
!-'J'R 080600 EST NOV 75. ' .. . 
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DDO UPDATE 

.:.s o: '"""1 ""',- r . n 
~ .:.,. ·_, :, !_.. L • 

(iJ) T I1C S.'\C Sel!ior Cont:-ollcr noti:iec t.r.e ~~~:cc at: 3023~2 ES~ 
of u~i~entifieci l0~-flying aircra~t/helicop~e~ ~is~ti~gs at 
h'u::-t~:-;,ith _;:,...?3, t·ii. OI1e airc::::-a:t \,'c.s vis-ually sisr.tec :.n the 
-_.-ic:.r . .:::-_· c: ::.~e i7'0to::- oool. r:;._:PCG!~ s:::o·.-.·ec s~·-:eral c::-je::t:s on 

• 
1 c I::--- . -' 

r2c:c:..!" 2~ .__r;-= sc.;;:e ::.imc:. u t:ar!l:e::- •.;c.s C.i.;;::-,~tc~<:?c 

c~tai~e~ ~o~n visuc.l and raca::- SKln paint of t~o 
airc~c.ft: ha c lis~ts o~ initic.lly b~t appQa.!"ed to 

C..i!:"CYC.ft. 3cth 
tu:-n thern o~.: 

si~~ltc.neously. (SO~RCE: O?REP-3 302327 OC7 75) 
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Ll.SS:::-![0 JO?P.:::o J;:fFY :JCE5/~r03~G/· ~:-.:;c?:::~;::J-_l9~El!~E:fl5-C21-0l 

'J34SZ CSC ~OVIS£9 CP · T~t.T THE SECtJOITY ~U~Q AT o~x · GAT[ 
TTC::; t.r·: UNID£~ITIFI~D t..!r:1~~~F"T F"LY.I~!G LC~ GVE'=? THE St.SE: ft.T 
::>QX G:!28Z. !~ITitl R£°C::? T T:: C? S.!IO iHAT t.!:=?C~.\FT HAS ALSO 
~~V~C IN "!"~E '..'!CIN!TY Q~ . ~'SA HC~~VER~ lt.T~q RC: 9 C;?TS SAI.O THt.T 
'C '=? l ~ T C 3 S E R \' E S ~ t. Y H.\ 'I~ 13 EC:: N A K C -1 3 S I N T~ E L ~ C!. l T~ A F F I C 
TE.C?~. t.T 033CZ . i<C-135 Sl!Q Tl-l.:.T TH::'! ·1-!AO. SKIN =>.\INTEO ON 

~:.?. '!1'-t AI~CRAFT S ·112 !Ul~S N::: C~ ::~s~ SUT CC'Jl~ ~!Of S=>OT. 
: !.I~C~!f'T V_ISU:.LLY. :.T ~~RIJ~ ~35C!Z THE KC-135 :>ICXED U? TP.~ 

LOP<T:~r::o t..IRC'=?!.FT NE Of' · r.-H: a~SE. Ai A0 PriOX !:!~Q/21 C:-J t. V!SUAL 
:;c: ~2 ~UCS~IJ zo;a U~JCL.t. S\ 
:;~r:;:w:;_ Y.C-135 S.\I!J H::: $!~ 7~0 :.:?.::C?t.fT IN A TRlil FOR~ATJO~ · 

I;\!G . t.,:>;>~CX l"SS XIl.S HE:AQI!';G SOL'!'H- XC-135 St..ID M.::: LOST CO:,I!.CT 
~ T!-1:: -rcri~ATIC'~ AT C~!3? ~!TH TH=: : u~ -:~. 1\!Tiri:::D ~oq~.!T!OH CN 
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~ilT: . 

:1identified lleli.Copter Intrusicn 
lCATION: 
l!rtsr.ii th AFB, MI 

LOG ~UP F ____ ~_-_~ __ __ 

DJ..TEI t Ii·iE. Of EVEi'lT.; 

30/2255£ O~t 1975 
TIME REPORTED TO AFOC: 

30/2327£ Oct 1975 

P._c (Lt Col-·Giordano) reports that an unidentified helicopter 
vi~ th no lights carae u~ over the back gate of \·:urtsrr.ich and 
hovered over the l·~eapons Storage Area and. then noved on.-
~~~OCON had it painted for a short period- A tanker c~ 2700 feet 
haa visual and skin paint out over Lake EGron for cbout 20 miles 
heading SE. Tan.l(er reports he thinks he sah' a second skin- paint:_ 
The tanker lost all contcct about 35 niles SE of th~ base over 
the la~e- Tanker is still flying trJing to locate by ~eans of ~ 
telephonic search vri th FJl..A and P..Jl..PCON _ Increased. security 
initiated a,t l\'urtsrrith. 

3l/0030E Update: Lt Col Gi9rdano (SAC Senior 'controlle-r) updates 
and corrects the above inforraation as follm·rs: f\_n unidentified. 
lo\·1 flying aircraft carne up over the back gate of Hurtsmith and· 
v;as visually sighted in the vicinity of the ~otor pool. ·PMCON 
sho~ved several aircraft at the tirne 1 one near the \·~s;._ (the:::-e was ' 
no hove!:'ing as previously reported). A·tanker Has dispatched and . 
hc.d vis"ual · and .!5kin pe.int out over Lake 'Euron of a lovl flying 
aircraft (•·;-i th lichts. on) headin·g SE c.t a~cro>:ir;:ately 150 knots_ 
Tanker repo=ts that ~he aircraft appe~rec-to· be joined by another 
aircraft (t·lith its lights en also) . 0 Tanksr reports that both 
aircraft then turned out their lights si~ultaneo~sly, as if on 
signal. ·Tanker lost all contact c.pp::-oxir..2t~ly 35 ~H SE of the 
base. Upon information that the .Dept of r-:ctural Re.sou!:'ces sends 
out aircraft searching fa:;:- hu~ters spotting dear, the Dept of 
~atural Resou!:'ces was contacted; however, they ~aintain nane of 
thei!:' aircraft wer~ in the area a~ the tiTe. f 
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NMCC 
THE NATlONAL MlLJTARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. D .C. 20JOI 

THE JOINT !'>T"A"" 

31 October l975 
0451 EST 

.HEHORANOUH FOR RECORD 

Subject; Low Flying Aircraft/Helicopter Sightings at 
\iurtsml.th AFB, l1I. 

1. The SAC Command Post notified the NHCC of reported low 
flying aircraft/helicopter sightings at Hurtsmith AFB, 
Michigan at 302342 EST. 

2. · Tne attached OPREP-3s :;ive .a su.ramary of the reported 
sightings. 

Attachments 
a/s 

Distribution: 
J-30 
J-31 
·ooo (NMCC) 
ADDO(NMCC) 
CCOC(NMCC) 
\'lliE!~ DESK (Nr4CC} 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

. ~ d! )71/,()L>ur-f(f - · ~4ftrr M. DAVIS' 
Brigadier General, USAF 
Deputy Director for 
Opera~ions (NMCC) 
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AS O? 01~380 ~57 ~ov -. -
1 .::> 

!ELICOPT2::: SIC!TED Jl.T LQ?,I!~G 

<I > At 3~2317 ~ST Oct, a vi5ual sig~ting of an ~nicenti£iec o~jec~ 
~2s ~eparte~ 4 nautic~l miles north~est ot L~ring AF5, Maine. Tbe 
alert helo at Loring ~as launche~ ~o identi~y the ojject ~~t ~as 
unable to- ;;:z}~e contact. The alert helo \·,·c.s launched agai::-1 at O~Ol~Ci 
~ST h;o·,= i::1 response to a slo~ moving target picked up by R..:;?CO~~. . ... . 
This so:i-,tie h'as also unable to ma}~e contact \·iith the c~jec::. (SO~j~C:S: < 
42D B\·1 Ol0825Z NOV 75) ::::. 

(U) A CO?Y of . rnessages received regarding unide~tifiec aircraft 
flying in the vicinity of air bases ~ill be for~arded to the 
l'lilitary Assistant' to the SECDEF. (SOURC:r.:: MIL.!I.SST TO SECDL:F) '. 
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-~. . ~ . : - ... . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . · .. · ... .. · -DDO 

~ J,t 312317 ~ST, a vis~al si~;1S::; o= a:::-1 u;;icer:t.i£.:.ec object \-:2s 
reported 4 n~utic~l miles ~cr~h~est of Lcrins A?3, ~air:e. The 
ale=t helo 2t ~o.:-ing ~as l~unched to icier:ti£y the object. but w2s 
ur~c:~le t.o :-:12.}:!:: ce>;1t2c-c. The c.le.:-t helo ·...;2s 12.":...l:1c::~:: 2<;2.2..:1 c.t OlC:l-15 
EST in res~c:1se t.o 2 slow m8Vl:1S tars~t ?ick2~ ~? by ~~PCON. T~is 
so::tic .,.;as 2ls~ ~:12::-le to :::-:..=.i~e cc::-Jt2ct \·:it:. ~"-:e o.:.-jec~. (SOU.?.C::::: 
~2;1c 3:·; OlGC.2.SZ i'0\1 75) ·:· 
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• nt:.. NA riONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINGTON . D .C . 20301 

·..;!· 

30 October 197 5 . 
0445 EST 

HEC10RANDUM FOR RECORD 

Subject: Army National Guard Helicopter Support for 
Loring AFB 

. 
1. At 292035 EST Oct 75, LTC Dyer, Office of the Director 
of Operations, USAF, reques~ed that the Army National Guard 
(NG) helicopter and cre\'1 currently located at Loring AFB, 

Maine, be made available to the Commander of the 42nd Bomb 
Wing until 300800 EST Oct 75. The NG helicopter ~vould be 
employed to track and identify the unidentified helicopter 
that has v_iolated the airspace in the vicinity- of the 't..reapons 
stor.age area at Loring .AFB during ther early morning hours 
of 28 and 29 Oct 75_ LTC Dver stated' that international ' 
borders would not be '. crossed, and· that apprehensions would 
not be attempted by personnel embarked in the NG helicopter • . 
Any civil police on board G~2 aircraft would ?articipate 
only to the extent of communicating 'tvi th appropriate police 
officials on the ground, Hith the latter singularly responsible 
£or the app..cehen:::;.ion of the suspeci:. aircra.ft or cr.:;.;_ 

2. This request Has relayed to MG Sniffin, DA Dir~ctor o£ 
Operatio:1s, DCSOPS, at 292l00 ES'.i'. HG Sni£f::i..."1 indicated 
his intent to check with Arsy legal . offici~ls on the ~atter 

' prior to making a decision. 

3. The SAC Command Post was inforQ.ed at 292050 EST of the 
request by LTC Dyer, and the fact that MG Sniffin was 
checking -;:ith Army legal authorities. Col Freeman, AF 
Operations Center, \vas also informed of the status. 

4. Col Bailey, Mil Asst to the Special Asst to SECDEF/ 
DEPSECDEF, has been advised of the helicopter reauest should 
DOD approval be required. 

5. The State Department Canadian Desk Officer has been 
kept informed of the situation. 

6. At 292230 EST MG Sniffin approved use of the helicopter 
with the following constraints: 

a. Track ing and .i?entification only. 
i 
: 

b. Apprehension by U.S. personnel not authorized. 

c. No crossing of internctional borders. 

- -.---- , 
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r. 
d. Only U.S. personnel, preferably military, but including 
FBI, FAA, and Border Patrol representative~ if necessary, 
will be on board the NG helicopter. 

7. I!G S~iffin will initiate appropriate action to pla~e the 
A:::-.r.1y NG helicopter and cre·.v 0:1. ''Full Ti~e Trair:.in:; Du~y '' 

(FTTD). In essence, the NG helicopter will be federalized. 

8. OSD, through Col Bailey, has been advised of the approval 
and constraints in this situation and has stated OSD has no 
objections to the action. 

9~ At 292249 EST the DDO (NMCC) established a conference call 
with SAC (NG Burkhart) 1 AFOC 1 AOC, and Conunander .42nd Bomb 
tving, Loring · AFB informing them of the approval to use the Army 
NG helicopter with the constraints listed in para 6 above. 
Commander 42nd Bomb Wing stated that there was no utility in 
using -the helicopter if it couldn't cross the border. Air 
Force representative LTC Dyer was brought into the conference 
and stated that AF had no objection to the border crossing- ,
At 292300 EST the DDO . (NMCC) informed HG Sniffin of the border 

I • • i_ . . cross1ng 1ssue. 
\ I 

10. At 292325 EST .HG Sniffin informed the DDO (W1CC) that .:.· . . ·. 
approval \·ras granted ·for the l'!G helicapte= to cross the border 
\oli th the · consent of Canadian authorities. The DDO {NHCC) 
assured MG Sniffin that the Canadians \vere cooperating and 
haC alreuCy gi72~ co"scu~ ~o c~G55 the bordE~-

-11. At 292334 EST another conference call was convened by 
the DDO (NMCC) with the above conferees, (para 9) infornin~ 
the~ of the authority to crass the border if neces~ry. There 
\vere no further questions and all -conferees \vere satisifiecl 
with the procedures established for the employwent of the NG 
helicopter. · 

USHC 

Distribution: 

C. D. ROBERTS, JR. 
Brigadier General, 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 

CJCS {5} 
DJS ( 3) 

· J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-32A 
J-33 
J-34 
J-35 

CSA 
CNO 

.CSAF 
CHC 
CHI \'T\VHCCS OPS & EVAL DIV 
DDO (NMCC) 
ADDO {NMCC) 
eeoc (NHCC) 
DIA REP FOR NHIC 

PA REP 
t•7EST HEH DESK 
NWSB 
NNCC BRIEFER 

• . 
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N(t CONTACT. T .. E UNt<NO~N· , ~: l ·R·c"RAFTI OIC NOT DISF~AY LI,GHTINfi. 
C~OUNO PEr.Sn~NEL WERf A.ilE TO DIRECT THE AI~ ~UARO HELICCPT~R TO ;::: 
~IT~l~ tC~~~T 0? THE Ut~KNOWN AIRCRAFT, WITH OUTH HELICO?TERS lh = 

- ~;~~T, n~l ~ISU~L ACDU!3!T!ON 
;~ L) ; l ~ 1 ?·1;.; D;:. n 1J :ll ~ i ~ 7 ~ ~ L:i 'Z ~! o J ,\ :-\ C- 1 J J ~ ,l :J ~ X3 ! i! ~ G .i\ 1 5 J 3 ;a r 1 ... 
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IT !9 nuJ C~tN!fl~ THAT THE UN~NOWN HELICOPTER HAS DE~OH3TRATEO ··· · L
OT ~~U!:l~22 ~LL r:oNTACY )':lAS LOs'T. . .: .: 

1 A C~fA1 lh TE~ T : !~J THE ~EAPQNS S TO~ AGE AREA, I~ SMART AND A f10ST :.~~-: 
t:PAOL~ AvlatcR. - · · ·· ·· 
~~:aL zECu~lTY HAS BEEN INCREAsED, ~E ANTIClFATt FURTHER INCICE~ .. 
~~=~~Cl~~lY, ~E · ~ILL nEO~E5T THE CONTINUED P~;SEhCE Cf AIR GUARD 
~·• '!,..,.~T;:,..::a ,.; :_ .. -.\.. -r .,..,.., • ---
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DDO UPDATE AS 0~ 301300 ~ST OCT 

. -- ....... , . 
: J ..:.._ • :- - . - ._· •• - ....L .J. ~ - ---- ·------

;..4) At c.;· ~~c:-::.:: . .::tely 290100 Z:ST O:::t 75, c.n u::icer:ti::ied helicc::;~E:r 
~2s sishte~ at c.n altitude of 150 feet at appro~i~ately 300 tc 500 
:1-.= t.E:.!.-~ fr-o:-:; a \·:eapc"':s sto:!:a c;e area at I...o=-ing .AFB, !·1.:.:. l-.t 2~0300 
?.:ST Oc-:. 7'5, the U:1i:S.er;:.i.fie'.2 neli:::o::>te:::- ·.-:a~ sightes o·~·er the '.-:ec.:;::-,z;~ 

stc:.:2c:e 2.:-e2. In b8~h i::s::c.nce~, c.n .1-.:.-:nv :'\.::tic::<:l Guc.:rd (:~G) heli-
copter :-~s?~::~e~, b~:: ~as ~~a~~e to co~ta:::t. o:::- isen~i~y the i~trucier-. 
?roce~ures ~ere i~;!2~2:1ted to track c.n~ identifv the u::icle~:.ifie~ 

helicc?te:::- shoul~ 2~ r-eturn durins the eve~ins of 25 Oct. ~~e 
helico~ter ~i~ not return that evening. hi~ Force is pl2n::~n? to 
utilize an Jl.ir Force helicopter .:=ro.:n Plat~s~ursh '1..1-3 for f-ct.;.;::::-e 
operations. (SOURCE: 42 B~-~ CP LORING J..~S 2911402 OCT 75; ?::O!~CON 
>-1:-•r ~; -,. ~o'") !\. J-L. r'U:" -
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DDO UPDATE AS Or 300600 EST OCT 

.-_.! .:; 
--, · -r-: - .. ,_..~- ... -
~ !.:.... : '.. . .:.:..:.. :#-~; J. '-'· • 

(#J .J\t z: pp.!.·o::-:i~e:tely 290100 EST Oct 75, c.n unicen~ified helicc·?t:er 
was sj_qhtec at c.n altitude of 150 feet at a??roximately 300 to 500 
~~te~s - f~o~ 2. ~eapons storage area at Loring AFB, ME. ht 290300 EST 
·O=t: 75, t:he uniGentified helico?ter ~as sighted ever the wea?o~s 
st:o1·ase e: :::ce:. In both inst:ances, an l>.:~y J\ c.tional Guarc (~.JG) heli
cop~er res?a~~cc, but ~as unable to contact: or ident:ify the i~~ru~~r. 
MG Sniffin, DA Director for 0?S, DCSO?S, approve~ the f ~ llo~i~~ 

proced~res fo~ = ~ny similar i~cident ef!ectiv~ until 300800 EST 
Oct 7.5: 

NG helicopter c.nc crev-1 placed ln •· full time training dutv" 
(FT'7D). 

NG helicopter mc._y enter Canadian alr S':Jace \·:i th co:n.sent of 
Canadian 2uthorities. 

NG helicopter em?lo~~ent limited to tracking and identification. 

O~ly U.S. militc.ry person~el a~d if consirlered necessary 
represcnte:tives £ro;:. t~e :51, F.=._~, ana i'orcer ?e:trol \-.=ill ::,e 
err.~ar :-; e:: i~ the NG r.e ~ icof.-ter. 

(SOURCE: 42 BW CP LO~!NG A?B 2911402 O~T 75; 
ACTI\~ITIES )_ 

p··o~-·...-.0' · ' DDO/I ,_.,..,.,1 r---=-- ~,..,-=--D - :1 .... \.... . .. "' .&.....ol'\.-..J-......, 
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AS 0? 2~2200 ~2T OC~ 75 

!/) ,!,t_ o??roxi~at.ely 290100 :SST Oct 75, one u:-:icentified helico~te~ 
:as si~h~ed 300 to ~00 ~eters ~rc~ ~he weapc~s s~o~age area at 
,o~in9 _:,_?E, .'-:aine. The helico?t.e!..- was at c.r. a.lt.i~ud~ of 150 feet 
~ :Jc penet::.: a ted Lo.:- ing A?B. An at tem?t to ccn t.c.ct. an C. iden t.ify ~he 
.ntrudinc helico~ter was made bv an Ar~v National Guard helo, ana ..- . - _, -
:as unsuccessful. At 290300 EST the helicopter ~as sighte~ over 
.he >-.•ec.pons storage area and the Arwy ~~atio>1al Guard helicopter 
sain respo;,ded to ma}~e contuct but \-.las unsuccessful. The CSAF 
8?S Div) has requested that the Ar.r.y NG helo :Oe providec until 

·00800 EST under the followi~g conditions: To track a>1d ident.i£y 
. ~e intruder; no apprehension to take place; the Canacian Border 
:ould not be crossed; and civilian police on board will be for 
:or!'.r:1o \v-i th srounc units only. The request. is unde::- co:1siceratic:1 
•y I·1G Snifin, -DA Di:-ecto::- of Ope::-ations, DCSOPS. Ccl 3ailey, r-:.il 
.sst to Special Asst. to SECDrF/CEPSECD~F has been a~¥ise~ of the 
it~aticn shoulc Do~ ~p?roval ~e required. The Sta~e De~artnent 
ar:~dia:-: Des}: C£:£iccr has be~:: J.:e"Jt .:..~:c.-~::!!2C. (SOC?C:::: ~2 3h' CP 
.ORl~G AFE 29ll40Z OCT 1~; SAC C? O?S CO~TR0L 29l95~Z 0~7 75) 

I 
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;.s 0? 29l2Ci0 ~ST OC'I' 75 

<IJ ;.. t c??Yc:-:i..r.ia te ly 2 9 01 G c_, ~ST Oct 7 5 1 one U:!i d :::.;:;ti: iec Deli
cc?~er ~as sighted 300 to 500 meters from the wea?o~s s~crage 
are c. at Loring J.I:S 1 t:a.ine: The he l i CO?ter v.;as c. t 2.n alL .. tude 
of 150 feet· _a.nd penetrated Loring ;.::E. An c:t~2;r.?t to co.r;te:ct 
and identi!:y the intruding helicopter v:as Iiiace by an l-.rDy· 
Kational Guard helo, and ~as unsuccessful. ht 290300 EST the 
helicop~er ~2.s sighted over the we2?or.s storage 2.re2. and the 
hr;;;y l\a-:.io!1al Guard helicopter agair. respcncec to make co:1tact 
but ~as unsuccesful. Loring has coordinated with the Maine 
State Police and the Royal Cana.dian Mounted Police and plans to 
p~~sue into Canada, if necessa~y 1 if there is a reocc~rrense. 
(SOURC~: (2 BW OP LORING AFE 29ll40Z OCT 75).) 
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0? 290£.00 ;;-c~ --- OCT 75 

renort fro.-r. 

~N 'ns J.I'!O. ··:": c ~ c c c" ~i c;c ' ""'" en., U !' "'"' "'" :' i c,C :. ~ : i oc c 'zr ="'' 0 '" c 
·>:O r,c' i CO?ter S, hod penetl·ated Lor cr.S ! ·.?3 Lc"' C~;,oGi c;·, tsrr i teo:·· 
.. :it.L Gne h.:.:l.ico?:-cr ]?..;l<!l:J? !Jriefly l~ p:-o~:ir:: it.y to a \-.'c-t=!?O:JS sto:ro9e 
"'ea. . J ''""·pts to locate or lcen~l:" the ir.tn•Ci:og helicopters ~" ~"' "r;cv ;:atioc.e] Gc;c,·C hclic:.>?ter ~o;eno unsuccessfuL Sightin<;s c: 
the &•i6acti:ied helicD?~•rlsl were lisited to securitv cuards. A •i~ilar incidon• with a sincla helicopter occurred during tho eorlv 
rnorni~g of 2~ Oct 75. Permission has been g~anted by Cenafian 
e~thcrities to g>vB pursuit into canadian a•rs?ace c< sc~seguent 
contact is e££ectec by U.S. helicopters. 
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NMCC 
THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

· WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301 

TH!!; JOINT STAP'P' 

N..ENOR.l\NDUH FOR RECORD 

Subject: AFB Penetration 

I 

29 October 1975 
0605 EST 

1. At 290200 EST AFOC informed N~!CC that an unidentified 
helicopter, possibly two, had been sighted · flying lotv over 
Loring AFB Maine, in proximity to a ' ·rea pons storage area. .. . . . . . 

. 
2p An Army National Guard helo was called in to assist in 
locating the unidentified helo(s). 

3. NORAD ·,vas inforr.~ed of ! the incident by SAC,. requested and' 
reci~ved ' authority from Canadian officials to proceed into 
Can.adian airspace if necessary to locate the intruder. 

4. At 0404. SAC Conunand Center informed NHCC that the aroy helo 
assisting on the scene had not sighted the unidentified helo(s)_ 

5. A similar incident was reported at Loring the evening of 
28 October 1975 • 

Distribution: 
CJCS (5) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 . 
J-32 
J-32A 
J-33 
J-34 
J-35 
J-38 
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C. D. ~OBERTS, JR. 
Brigadier General, USMC 
Deput1 Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 
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cH, l·n·mccs ops & EVAL orv 
DDO (NMCC) 
ADDO (NHCC) 
eeoc (NMCC) 
DIA REP FOR NMIC 
NSA REP 
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Subject: Reports of Uni~entified Flyi~s O~jects (U?Os) 

l. ~~ 2~?roxi~2tely 0345 EDT, the ~;~:c c2lled to i~~ic2te 
t:-)e-_· :--.::.c ::-ecei.'.'ea severc:l ::-e::)o::--:.s c£ :.::: c · s i.:; the ·:i.c.::.::-.2.-:::y 
of ?or~ .?.it.cf:ie. :'he follo·.-;ins even:..s sL::".-:-.2..:rize t~e ::-e::>o.:rts 
(times are approximate). 

a. 0130 - Civilians reported c: U? O sighting ne2.r 
!·)t . .l:.iry, !·ld. This info.:r;:;atiorJ -was o b:.::.ir:ed via a call 
from the National Aeronautics Bo2.rd (?) to the Fort 
Ritchie Military Police. 

b. 0255 - T~o separate patrols ==-c~ ~.::.te R re::>o::-ted 
signtir1g 3 oblong objects ~ith a reccis~ ~~~t, ~ov~ns 
east to west. Perso~nel ~ere loc2ted c::. se~c:rate locations 
on toJ of the ~our.~ain at Site R. 

c. 0300 - Desk Sgt at Site R 
Site R mountain and observed a U?O 
2.rea at 100-200 yards altitude. 

~· en-:. ~he tO:) o:: 

d. 0345 - An Army Police Sgt on the ·.,:ay to work 2~ 

Site R reported sighting a UFO in the vicinity of Site .?.. 

2. ~~MCC was recuested to have each individual write a 
state~ent on the sishtings. One indivicc2.l stc:ted the object 
was 2.bout the size of a 2 1/2 ton truck. 

3. B2 sed on a JCS ;:,e:;-;mra::Jdum, subject: Te~-?erc: t·11::-e I.::ver si on 
A.."laly sis, de: ted 13 1~o~'er:-:ber 19 7 5, the K!·1CC contac~eo ':.he .r.ir 
?o.rce Glo!:>al h'ee:ther Ce:-~t.:ral. The D~.:ty Officer, L'I·C O\~R5!", 

::-eported that the Dulles Internationc:l ~ir?ort obse::-ve:tions 
sh~~ed t~o temperature inversions E):isted c:t the time of the 

-~---~---- ----"'·-- -------------....... - _:,....-;..--- -.~------~_,_...........,,_.--....--:.:- -
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Reports c£ Unidentifi~~ ~lying O~jects (G?Os) 

;
1
alleged sightings. The first e~ten~~~ f=orn t~e su~face to 

/ 1,000 feet absolute and the secon~ · ~xi~~e~ ~e~~~en 27,000 
/ and 30,000 feet, a~sol~te. He also s~i~ t~e a~~cs~~~~e 

I between 12,000 and 20,000 fee~ was ~~~~i:v E2~~=~t~d ~ith 
J 

1
. r.l:>isture. .'-. hard CD?Y messcge •·ill OoEc,.:. 

I 
/ 

DISTRIBUTION: 
J- 30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-33 
DDO 
.!..DDO 
eeoc 
'\·:::-1::=:!-1 Desk 
ASD/?A Rep 
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,.(.J. L r:~ J<. 
L. J. =-~~=-:~:c, J:r. 
Brigadie= General, USMC 
Deputy Di~ectc= for 
Operatic~s, NMee 
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N M . C C 
THE HATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

WASHINGTON. D.C . 203CI 

Su!Jjec~: Re~ort o~ U?O - C2nnon AFB K~ 

r<eference: l-..?OC ?ho!H~co:; 210.5 5 :C::ST J c.r, 7 6 

?he follo~ing infor~ation ~2s received =rom ~he Air Fo~ce 
O?era~ions Center at 0555 EST: 

"'I'v-'0 UFOS 2re re?ort:ed near the f li9ht. l i;-;e a~ Cc:n::-!O:i': _1:..7=., 
New Mexico. Security Police observing the~ ~e?or~ec ~he C?Os 
to be 25 yards in di2meter, gold or silver i~ color ~ith ~l~e 
li9ht on top, hole in the ~iccle and re~ lis~t ~n !Jo~~as. hir 
Force is chec}~ in:: v;i-:.h race..r. "Additionally, c:--:Ec~:i:-;:; i·:ec.th~r 

ir.version data." 

. . -~·-

"" 7/~rt.l-
/_o'--/i/(Hil 
. 3. .1'10?-.Il\' 

- A - I . 1 . T ~ SJ\" .Kea.r CITtl.::-c._, ~., 

Deputy Director ~o.::

O,?er a t.ions, !\'~·1CC 

--·-· -·-·-·· -- ·- .... . 
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1400 :::.ST 

?01\. THE R.ECO?J) 

Objec~ 

1. At 310805 received phoncon fromAFOC: ~~G ~cne, CG, Arrr.c~e~t 

cnd.Develop~ent Test Center, Eglin AFB, ~lo~ica called anc ~=~or~ c 
a U?O sish~ing from 0~30 EST to 0600 EST. Securi~y Policemen 
spot~ed lights from what they called a U?O near an Eslin racar 
site. 

2 . - ~s=apns of the ligh~s were ~aken. The Eslin O~fice oi 
I:-. _ __ :: . .:.~ion has made 2. press rele2se on the uro. 

3. ~he temperature inversion analysis i~cicatec no sisnificant 
te::~· -=.::-et-;.:re i::-Jversion at :=:slin A?:S at t!-,a~ ti:7te. T~e only 
inve~sion presen~ ~as cue to .::-adiation · :ro~ ~~e serface ~o 2500 
feet. Th~ Eglin surface condi~io~s we=e clccr ~kies, ~isibili~v 
10-14 miles, calm wines, shallow sround ~oc on the r~n~ay, and 
a surface te~perature of 44 degree F . 

!:·I S'T?..I3U'TI ON: 
DDO 

. · ~-~~ 
\·~est Hem 
PA 
J...FOC 
J-30 
J-32 



I "l I V I \....., \....., 

THE NATIONAL .MILITARY COMMAf-10 CENTER 
WASHINGTON. D .C . 20301 

THE J:)INT STA!'T 

13 November 1975 
2035 EST 

Subject: Requests for Tem?erature Inversion Analysis 

1. LTC Schmidt, representing Air Force Global Heather Central 
(AFGWC), visited the NMCC at 131500 EST to discuss arrangements 
to i~?lement the procurement of weather information desired 
by CJCS, ~hich is the subject of DDO E~vironmental Services 
memo of 13 November 1975. The following agreements with LTC 
Schmidt were reached: 

a. The West Hem Desk Officer will act as the control 
officer for temperature inversion analysis requests initia
ted by the NMCC. These requests will be made in conjunc
tion with sightings of unusual phenomenon along the northern 
US border. 

b. Each telephone request will be serialized, l.e., (TIA ~1, 

etc.) and directed to the duty officer at AFGWC, autovon 
866-16~1 or 271-2586. · AFGWC-~il~ provide the requested 
analyses by telephone followed up by a ~riority message. 

c. A record of the serialized resuests/responses will be 
maintained by the West Hem Desk Officer. 

Distribution: 
J -30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-32A 
J-38 
DDO 
?.DDO 
eeoc 
1\lest Hem Desk 
\·7i·2·~CCS 0?S & E:va 1 Di v 
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D. ?.o~~~Ts, JR. 

Brisadier Gene~al. USMC 
Deputy Director f~~ 
Operations, W·iCC 
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AS OF 132200 ~ST NOV 75 

(U) In £ut'..l!:"e U?O si~htings, the v~S~ ::::::~ Desk O££i.cer '''ill i:-!i t:.c. te 
telephone requests to the Se~ior Duty Of£icer at the Air Force 
Glo;:,al 1-ieat.her Ce.::1::.ral (A.?G~\'C) £or a terr.?e:-at.';..;.:-e inve::-sion C.;tal:_.·sis 
in the vicinity of unusual si~htinss. The tele?hone reS?0!1S2 by 
}.E'Gh'C will be followed .,.;ith a priority message. (SOUrtCE:: m1CC 
~~R 132025 EST NOV 75) 
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AS 0? 110600 I:ST !1:0\' 75 

(U) CJCS, at 10 Nov ~orn1ng briefing, indica~ed that ~~en U?O sic~~
ings are repor~ed, the ~~lCC sho~ld ask for temperature gradients in 
the area (i.e., for pcssi~le ala=~ inversio~s). The CJCS also 
c~es~ionec the acvisability o: scr~~ling aircraft acair.st re?crtec 
tJFOs. 
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AS OF u91400 ~.3T ;~:JV t-::J 

(U) Unknown sightings vicinity ~almst~o~ A?B, MT (See MFR). 
;, follo~,·-u::> v;it.h NOR.=\.0 2t 090430 .SST "2rovicc~ no z,C.d:. tio:-1al . . . 
info.:-ma~ion. (LTG S!"!1it~ i::::i::2~~d ~i:: C:):-!-:.i:::.:i::-:::; .:.. •• ~e:..:.c=st in 
phone son ,,. i th DDO OT # 4 on 8 November l9 7 S) . 
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DDO U?D_;:_'I'E 

AS OF 032200 ES7 NOV 75 

(U) At 03~115 EST a penetration of t~e £light li~e at G~and ?o~ks ~~3 
by tmknm,,~ perso!!s was reported by _ZI_?QC. .!;t. least "tw-o 1-\C-135 ai.~cra:ft 
were hit by small arms Ilre. Secu~ity forces ;...·i-t.h dogs . c..re tracking 
the unknmm attackers. (SOURCE: A..?OC) 
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THE DE?UTY S::CP-ETARY OF D!:rENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

Honorable John :--l. Irwin, II 
l'nder Secretary of State 
\·!ashington, D. C. 20520 

Dear John: 

.. •• _,:·· ;1 :- ~: ; :o:'f -~ 

2 0 APR \971 

111is is in answer to your letter of 2 :1arch, in which you discussed the 
issue of identifying space objects. t.Je have reviewed the problem and 
have studied the three proposals you have mentioned. 

In general, the feeling here in Defense is that the reasoning in· the 
United States working paper on this subject, submitted to the t.:nited 
~ations Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on 20 April 1970, is sti.ll 
valid as are the conclusions reached by that Subcommittee in its report 
issued on 1 May 1970. 

\.Jith resp!i!ct to proposal (a), Defense considers that, for reasons of 
safety and economy, a marking system that would survive re-entry is not 
technically practical at this time . \.Je also continue to believe that 
there is no significant difficulty in identifying space objects which 
do survive re-entry. 

\.Jith respect to proposal (b), our researchers have on several occasions 
studied tne problem of ensuring that space vehicle components would be 
consumed upon re-entry into the atmosphere. At this time, we see no 
economically practical means of accomplishing this. 

t.Jith respect to proposal (c), the use of space shuttles mav reduce the 
amount of tank~ge placed in near space. We feel that the use of such 
shuttles to recover satellites before their orbits decay might be pro
hibitively expensive for the foreseeable future. In the present early 
stages of planning for the shuttle system, it may be pre~~ture that the 
shuttle will minimize debris. Such ideas, however, are being explored. 

Defense personnel would, of course, be happy to meet with State and NASA 
experts to further examine this problem and I understand that my staff 
has already been in contact with Mr. Allen to offer their assistance. 

1914 
Soo ~ C~nt Nr. X-------
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TO ~M~HB~~SY ALGIERS 
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·c_l :~ L.U5'H f. v:: Ur:\ 

·' O 11652 : ·1 -

TA-&.S . f.IILI. TSDft, Ts 

SUb\JtCT: \JNrDt.tH\FIED FL'(IIIG oBJEC-Ts 
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' 1 23103 

t . ~GRr HAvE' BEEN NO RrPEI,T l'lo RfCf:l'lr R~;PoP.rS J:.J 
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ro" ll/>4 ut( o~>~t 'I" 

·· tn:;~O OFTJCPL US!': -~ .f/[(/j2._rp!) 
·:_·:·· , ~~Y~2-~ ~A:O~·E·c£"l~Eo; 

.~orubauy rurn_os .UllfS, !or Sc1ent1!1c Attache OF. /. .- ·_THf'IT nr STA;l 

.: ' Dcpartlllent - 0; s.tatll ' .::.~6M/Q~ Z.l 0 ~19 ~JOSS~-: 
· · · · · R S 11\h' · 

.... ·-- .. --·· ·· - ·._1.~2_J2u.-.?~-:i.§_~ -- · · ANA~ YSIS Ii~tN~H 
FRO,.. : , .·. t>ATE: necr-:t:oher )t;, 1966 

: .. .... -. 
SUBJECT 1 Un1dcnt 1litd Flying 'lfbj ects .. . · . .. J.· dl.._.. I' 

, .. ~ ... filii 

.: .. '.: 1 _ '\ ..) RU ' :.. , ... ... .. ~ - · 
.• ,.: • . lat.aY If<• • 1\:' ~ Y • . • . 

- - -~·-.--· _. L3 IY 0 VIr rl. Tho !='.I.lb8S~y hn• heen Vllllle<i by & }OCJl llmntcur IICl'C'onor.ler Nho ic I 
_-. . : .- t•o uuiC' ..... . ratht"r 11ell .known in ~:ontcvlrlco for his lon~-rnnue tfc:~tt>cr Corccllstc lthich 
.'.: . !.1/ tO · .L Dt'f.! (rr.qucntly rc(crrct1 to tn the local press. The JHtrono~~r. lsmnel 

.· ' ·• VF ltU1" ,u-c llf.YES fcbles, 1s <Jirccto~ o( a · ·pdv:tt~ ohscrv:~tory ~_.hich he calle ';".nt:Jrea 
· .. 1.1- I '] Obscnatory. R~yr.s shoNcd an fi:lbJS~Y (lfficcr tt-.-cnty color :sli<!ns o! tho 

f.~:~ :11\:t.I-~T"" ~tic. November 12 ~clip~~ of tho sun Jr. each of uhlch u snuccrlikc object l1~• 
; .:. ·_ : . ~ f _- : .:~~-. . vhiblc in the . forcgroun~ in various pg~iti"ns ~hrou~ho_ut th~ ~ycle · ... 
; ·::.· J :-~_; · · .. ~ - .: .• -.:: .. of th~ slic1es taken <!ur!nq t.IJC two-hour tiuration of th~ eel ipse. Reyes 
i\ .: ·: ~ -:2 :i: ;.~- ·-., :.~ .. '. ·. . ui.tf he h;tr not ~ho\m. th c sll clr. s to nnyon c d &e yc t nncf w5 shes to o {{ (:t" 
~-· · ~ ·: · .~ ~- ·_._ :.-.-~_. .then· to a suJtllole scJcnt1flc IIIJ~nc .v of Lhc U:Jit~,! StatC!s Covcrnm~n\. 
i-;.2y,:J .. .• .. ' .. : .· Alrho119h ht- t'lcntion& no prle~. hts l!':tnnC'r lntlic:~tcs th:\t. ho P."..:pcctr 

•· .. - . . • t'C't'IUncrnt.ion oth~.- th~n sclenti(Je f:u::c. ';la~ rr.lh:"IS!Y OffJc:or ~\')10 5fOkO .. ... . 
. . ,_ ;, to De_yet toltf hlr.! th :st th!!t'C 1f:lS no onll in 1hc Country rr.~ quPllllc•l t.o 

• · · · 1112'-o even 11 prellmln:Jry assc:;srr.cn·t cf the slirt"s hut tl.at h~ wnul:i hd:lQ 
-. 

~ ·· · · - tt-~ rnnt. ~cr t, tho nttcntlon .o( the ':cirf"t11 f:'tt: ~' .. ~Ache in Ducnos .\lr~.,. 
., .. ,. .• ·:· ~ .-.~ ~ •· r:: .'. 

~ . - . : t'' . . • -.. ~yes :Jccr.rl~t' thla 5U~!Jr.r:tion :~nt1 salt1 he \·:oult! kC't'f• .bl'S sllll<1s sccr,t 

- . . : 

-

, - . : : • . for • ra:liOnfth}o rPrJo,1 of time Until ho b~,,\'5 (rCim l.ha ;111h:USy, . .... . . :· 

·- ". \.. : .. .. . 

·. : 

2. " 'llle I:rrb"ssy bu chcc!:c!l with tho sci~ntlflc comr.unlt.yin Urnou~y1n 
· D'I •ltcmrr to ~•t3blish Hryas• rrput;~tfon wJth his r.ollf!<~~u,.:. Tho 

.• Ch3ltl:lnn o! thf! -ihlronor.;y Oo•r-3rfr.1t:'nt :1t the t:nlvcrslty o( tho llr.public -
· · ~n~ other rr.put~hle loc~l scleot{st~ h~vo ~cportcrl that Rr.y"l h~s no 
·-~ntvr.rslly trnlntno ~otf Is comr.lctcly wllhout 'lan(1ln') ln tho scientific' 
·con:Junlly. Loc:1l ,.I \lsta oro generally sr:~pt1cal o! hh work t\nr1 
lsh mottvu. 

~. Oe,p{tc thr. .un!:lvorahlc ~r.pnrl -tho f~h2ssy hns rcr.~Jvcd on Reyes, 
tJie Er.!bassy Of!lccr "'ho vfct-rr..-1 the sllrlc11 hcl\cvca thotC~lJcr nrycs hos 
lnde~d photogrophcc.l en lnterl!,tln~ nedRl pl1cnor.1cnon wh n. .•• ~nnnot ho 

L. ~ 

r•"'"' I •. •• D\ •lll 

Tl;il\~-------~---
-- · · rC'L:Jn<; /ql;"Jn:vb c:::::J 

~·- ( t:::] -

I . ' 
.. .. . .· . 

J 

.. . 

r -

I 
I 
' 
L 
! 
t 
1 

t 
-t 

t 

J . - l 

i 
·' .. : 

• 



-. .. -

( ' 
~ .•.. . 

toe 
Q.J 

a.. · --
. I 

C) • • . 

...J ,.... .. ~ -

- · . ~ . 

a.. • 
o · 

r:::J 

.. . · 

.. ; 
.' 

____ .;_ ... ------..,-----~-..-.M ........ -c;.·....,..,:.,r.~ : 

. . . ~ . ... 
' ; . 

. 'Aa nn lldtHlioMl t1.<'r:: o!' 1nt.•rc: ~t, thl! L:l i'l.:~."!.r. (Jb:;L·rvutory ics\Ultl .·" 
a statement to lhc pre c.:: :(ollo1.1iru~ "~~ l'W>\.ic int•!::-c::t nriJ)~cu ·by t.~:c - ·· ·· . ·:-"-'··~. 
.F.euterc d1cratch o.!' Jul.:/ 7 tl::J.t. U. l:w.! uo th(cr:t on t~c U.'11dcnt.iiicd. • .. -.. _., · \; 
flylng object.:: r~:::Jcd in Antc.rct.lct.. ro.HhcNCh it 1.1ou.lu point out tho.t · · · . ·. · . · 

tlu~ siehtinF,!\ oc_ . ~~ - n.t ~he tL~ thnt Echo II \Ins_ o~~~tl~g ~vc~. t~e ·:·.'.~ ~· ' •. :-. . ~o 
Antt;U"ctic .z.on~. . . t::J . . .. · . . . ~ ,_.'· , . .. . . . . .' · 

L..: 

. ::.?;, ·S; :. :·.·. . ' .. : ,.; :: ; ;.": :: ,';r ~~:; .~~~·,~~r' . 'J:;3 ~;t::c ::: '. ~ -• . ::•.:: . I ._ 

. · .. ·.- ~- '-' .. :':-.-~-- . -~ . ; : ... o b.Hfi.__ t-11 W'~-<-)~4 • . r::::3 I :· •. 
., .- . 

. . · .... i •. ~, . · . J..lb~·rt ~~j~O . : u .. . 1 

· • · ;. : · · : · Ccun .s •~l:Jr ol' !7.~nnc~· ~ -
: _, :~::-:· for Co:mr.!n:lol nnJ Ec<'r.onlc J..!'fnlrz; f 

. .. ' _l ~:. · 

,-,J,. f'l t:T'T . '""• ""' y £ 
-0:~:---~.:.~_· ---~ ,. ___ ( . 

't 



-·--· ---,. 

A 

SECRET, OADR Jf 
• c. ., r.-·-,,,.., 12 ,, •• , I 1!t'1 ij_ , _:; 

FORM DS 322{0CR} 

lob1848 1111812Z APR 72 !ROGERS 

SECRET 

PM/AE:ARTURRENTINE:BPW 
4/10/72 EXT 21835 
PM/AE:HGHANDYSIDE 

J 
(.. 

l ~:~;(~"'~") 
DEPAR lJT O:B' STATE AICDC/Wl 

RBvntmn by !4fi DArn tZ s:zf I 
WELLINGToL ) l~L~~G ( > DECLASSIJT 

r)<) E..: .. C!.;;-J ( )() DECLASSIJ'Y lD PART 
PRIORITY 

/ 

.... t-J.p~rlY c )Non·~r.) 
'-lSJU EO or P~empt.tons ~ /..1..1 r QWp _. "' TS c.utho~ri....,t,y-"'to-: --

<)() CLABSIFY as >llv/('tt I OADR 
( ) .DOUUGBADE TS to ( ) s or ( ) c, OADR 

SUBJ: SPACE MATERIAL COL>ECT~ON ~ 

REFS: A. WELLINGTON 738; . - . 
B· STATE 114584/{DTG 132148Z fEB 68}. 

REf A REPORTS EMBASSY NO LONGER HOLDS REf B {A JOINT 
STAT.EI)>.EfENSE/NASA MESSAGE}. REF 8 IS HEREBY REPEATED 
FOR YOUR USE: 

BEGIN QUOTE 
1· THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES REVISED GUIDANCE FOR THE 
COLLECTION Of DATA ON SPACE OBJECTS AfTER THEIR RETURN TO 
EARTH AND FOR THEIR RETURN TO THE LAUNCHING STATE. THIS 
MESSAGE IS DIRECTED TOWARDS ALL OffiCIAL US PERSONNEL 
UNDER THE JURISDICTION Of AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC AND 

· CONSULAR POSTS. THE PURPOSE Of THIS INSTRUCTION IS TO 
BRING US PROtEDURES INTO CONFORMITY WITH THE OUTER SPACE 
TREATY WHICH ENTERED INTO FORCE LAST OCTOBER, AND WITH 
THE NEW 4SJRONAUT ASSISTANCE AND RETURN AGREEMENT WHICH 
WILL BE OPENED FOR SIGNATURE SHORTLY. 

2. THE OUTER SPACE TREATY OBLIGATES A CONTRACTING 
COUNTRY TO RETURN TO THE LAUNCHING STATE SPACE OBJECTS 
AND THEIR COMPONENT PARTS WHICH RETURN TO EARTH ON ITS 
TERRITORY. THE ASTRONAUT AGREEMENT ELABORATES ON THIS 
OBLIGATION, REQUIRING THAT A CONTRACTING COUNTRY MUST 

\ NOTIFY A LAUNCHING STATE WHEN IT LEARNS THAT A SPACE 
~OBJECT HAS LANDED ON ITS TERRITORY AND . PROVIDING THAT 

L 
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OBJECT MUST BE RETURNED If A REQUEST IS MADE BY THE 
LAUNCHING STATE. THE LAUNCHING STATE MAY BE REQUIRED 
TO FURNISH IDENTIFYING DATA PRIOR TO RETURN Of THE 
OBJECT, AND UNDER THE NEW AGREEMENT PROVISION IS MADE 
FOR REIMBURSEMENT Of EXPENSES INCURRED IN RECOVERING AND 
RETURNING AN OBJECT. THE PERTINENT ARTICLES Of THE TWO 
TREATIES ARE QUOTED IN FULL AT THE CLOSE Of THIS TELE
GRAM. 

3. THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES SHOULD BE OBSERVED: 

· {A} A US OFFICIAL WHO LEARNS THAT A SPECE OBJECT HAS 
COME INTO THE POSSESSION Of A FOREIGN COUNTRY SHOULD 
REPORT THE DETAILS IMMEDIATELY TO THE CHIEF Of MISSION. 
THE CHIEF Of MISSION SHOULD REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT Of 
STATE, WHICH WILL IMMEDIATELY DISTRIBUTE THE INFORMATION 
TO ALL OTHER INTERESTED AGENCIES. 

{B} THE EMBASSY SHOULD, UNLESS THE CHIEF Of MISSION 
CONSIDERS IT INADVISABLE OR UNLESS THE HOST GOVERNMENT 
CAN SHOW CLEARLY AND UNAMBIGUOUSLY THAT THE OBJECT IS 
NON-US IN ORGtiGIN, REQUEST PERMISSION Of THE HOST 
GOVERNMENT TO EXAMINE THE OBJECT IN ORDER TO DETERMINE 
ITS OWNERSHIP. IT MAY BE NECESSARY TO HAVE THE OBJECT 
EXAMINED BY TECHNICALLY QUALIFIED US PERSONNEL· WHETHER 
TO SEND SUCH PERSONNEL WILL BE DECIDED ON THE BASIS Of 
THE EMBASSY'S INITIAL REPORT, WHICH SHOULD TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT THE FACTORS SET FORTH IN {D} BELOW. UNTIL THE 
IDENTITY Of A SPACE OBJECT HAS BEEN DETERMINED, SPECU
LATION SHOULD BE AVOIDED REGARDING ITS OWNERSHIP. 

{C} THE EXAMINATION SHOULD NOT INVOLVE DESTRUCTION 
OR PHYSICAL ALTERATION Of THE OBJECT, NOR SHOULD THE 
HOST COUNTRY BE REQUESTED TO ALTER THE OBJECT. THE 
RESULTS Of THE EXAMINATION SHOULD BE REPORTED IN DETAIL 
TO THE DEPARTMENT Of STATE, WHICH WILL IMMEDIATELY DIS
SEMINATE THE REPORT TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES. 

{D} US OfiifiCIALS EXAMINING OBJECTS SHOULD PAY 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO: 

Ell TilE CIRCUMSTANCES Of REC OVERY, INCL 
{l} THE CIRCUMSTANCES Of RECOVERY, INCLUDING 

PROBABLE TIME Of IMPACT, PRE-IMPACT OBSERVATIONS, 
DIRECTION Of TRAJECTORY, CHARACTERISTICS Of THE IMPACT 
AREA, AND WHETHER THE OBJECT CAUSED ANY DAMAGE; 

{2} THE EXISTENCE Of IDENTIFYING MARKS; 

{3} THE PHYSICAL NATURE AND CONDITION Of THE OBJ~CT 
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{S}, INCLUDING ACTUAL OR ESTIMATED DIMENSIONS, WEIGHT, 
MATERIAL, CONSTRUCTION, ETC. PHOTOGRAPHS, PREFERABLY 
IN COLOR AND USING A DIMENSIONAL REFERENCE SUCH AS A 
RULER OR A PACK OF CIGARETTES SHOULD, If POSSIBLE, BE 
OBTAINED; 

{4} ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH US EXAMINING 
OffiCIALS BELIEVE PERTINENT TO IDENTIFICATION OR FURTHER 

' ACTION BY THE US GOVERNMENT. 

{E} UNTIL SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS ARE RECEIVED, NO 
REQ~EST SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO A HOST COUNTRY TO REMOVE 
A SPACE OBJECT, REGARDLESS OF ITS IDENTITY, FROM HOST 
COUNTRY CUSTODY. IF AN OFFER FOR REMOVAL Of ALL OR PART 
OF A NON-US SPACE OBJECT IS MADE BY HOST COUNTRY AUTHORI
TIES, THE OFFER SHOULD BE PROMPTLY REPORTED, BUT NO 
FURTHER ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN UNTIL INSTRUCTIONS ARE 
RECEIVED· 

{F} IF THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE OBJECT 
IS OF US ORIGIN, THE HOST GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE ASKED TO 
INSURE THAT THE OBJECT IS NOT IN ANY WAY ALTERED PRIOR 
TO POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION AND POSSIBLE REQUEST FOR ITS 
RETURN. 

4. THE INFORMATION TRANSMITTED WILL BE EXAMINED BY THE 
RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON WHICH WILL DECIDE 
WHAT ACTION, ItNY, IS TO BE TAKEN. THE IDENTIFIABILITY 
OF T~OBJECT, 

__ jAND ATT ANT FOREIGN POLICY CONSIDERATIONS WILL 
BE T~EN INTO ACCOUNT IN ANY INSTRUCTION SENT TO THE 
FIELD REGARDING fURTHER ACTION. 

s. THE TEXT Of ARTICLE VIII Of THE OUTER SPACE TREATY 
fOLLOWS: 

BEGIN INNERQUOTE A STATE PARTY TO THE TREATY ON 
· wHOSE REGISTRY AN OBJECT LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE IS 

CARRIED SHALL RETAIN JURISDICTION AND CONTROL OVER SUCH 
OBJECT, AND OVER ANY PERSONNEL THEREOf, WHILE IN OUTER 
SPACE OR~N A CELESTIAL BODY. OWNERSHIP Of OBJECTS 
LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE, INCLUDING OBJECTS LANDED OR 
CONSTRUCTED ON A CELESTIAL BODY, AND OF THEIR COMPONENT 
PARTS, IS NOT AFFECTED BY THEIR PRESENCE IN OUTER SPACE 
OR ON A CELESTIAL BODY OR BY THEIR RETURN TO THE EARTH. 
SUCH OBJECTS OR COMPONENT PARTS FOUND BEYOND THE LIMITS 
OF THE STATE PARTY TO THE TREATY ON WHOSE REGISTRY THEY 
ARE CARRIED SHALL BE RETURNED TO THAT STATE PARTY, WHICH 
SHALL, UPON REQUEST, FURNISH IDENTIFYING DATA PRIOR TO 
THEIR RETURN. END INNERQUOTE 
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6. THE TEXT Of ARTICLE 5 Of THE ASSISTANCE AND RETURN 
AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN INNERQUOTE 1. EACH CONTRACTING PARTY WHICH 
RECEIVES INFORMATION OR DISCOVERS THAT A SPACE OBJECT 
OR ITS COMPONENT PARTS HAS RETURNED TO EARTH IN TER
RITORY UNDER ITS JURISDICTION OR ON THE HIGH SEAS OR IN 
ANY OTHER PLACE NOT UNDER THE JURISDICTION Of ANY STATE, 
SHALL NOTIFY THE LAUNCHING AUTHORITY AND THE SECRETARY
GENERAL Of THE UNITED NATIONS. 

2. EACH CONTRACTING PARTY HAVING JURISDICTION ~VER 
THE TERRITORY ON WHICH A SPACE OBJECT OR ITS COMPONENT 
PARTS HAS BEEN DISCOVERED SHALL, UPON THE REQUEST Of 
THE LAUNCHING AUTHORITY, AND WITH ASSISTANCE FROM THAT 
AUTHORITY If REQUESTED, TAKE SUCH STEPS AS IT FINDS t 
PRACTICABLE TO RECOVER THE OBJECT OR COMPONENT PARTS. 

3. UPON REQUEST Of THE LAUNCHING AUTHORITY, OBJECTS 
LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE OR THEIR COMPONENT PARTS fOUND 
BEYOND THE TERRITORIAL LIMITS Of THE LAUNCHING AUTHORITY 
SHALL BE RETURNED TO OR HELD AT THE DISPOSAL Of THE 
REPRESENTATIVES Of THE LAUNCHING AUTHORITY, WHICH SHALL, 
UPON REQUEST, fURNISH IDENTIFYING DATA PRIOR TO THEIR 
RETURN. 

4. NOTWITHSTANDING PARAGRAPHS 2 AND 3 Of THIS 
ARTICLE, A CONTRACTING PARTY WHICH HAS REASON TO BELIEVE 
THAT A SPACE OBJECT OR ITS COMPONENT PARTS DISCOVERED 
IN TERRITQRY UNDER ITS JURISDICTION, OR RECOVERED BY IT 
ELSEWHERE, IS Of A HAZARDOUS OR DELETERIOUS NATURE MAY 
SO NOTIFY THE LAUNCHING AUTHORITY WHICH SHALL IMMEDIATELY 
TAKE EffECTIVE STEPS, UNDER THE DIRECTION AND CONTROL 
Of THE SAID CONTRACTING PARTY TO ELIMINATE POSSIBLE 
DANGER Of HARM. 

s. EXPENSES INCURRED IN fULfiLLING OBLIGATIONS TO 
RECOVER AND RETURN A SPACE OBJECT OR ITS COMPONENT PARTS 
UNDER PARAGRAPHS 2 AND 3 Of THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE BORNE 
BY THE LAUNCHING AUTHORITY. END INNDIERQUORITE 
END QUOTE·- GP- 3 YY 

SECRET,OADR 
L ~ECf.£T 

., ~ . . . 
• • • • • J . 

-. 
---" 



-return to-the l~unching state. This message is directed towards 

all official US personnel under the jurisdiction of Ameri.can 

diplomatic and consular posts. The purpose 'Of this instruction 

. ia ~to bring US procedures into conformity with the Outer Space 

~eaty which entered into force last October, and with the new 

Astronaut ~sistance and Return Agreement which will be opened 

for aignature •hortly. 

2. ·':'The Outer .Space .Treaty -obligates a contracting country to 

. . . ~ ~ 
. . ··.. - , .... -

-----------------------

. ' . • 
• • 

• • 0 c • 

• 
• : l ~: :: . 

• • • .p :- ( 

__] 

55 



' / 
.... 

• ... .. f .... ., ~ 

.. ) "' !.. / ' ' ' I J CIRCf" A~'~ . ~ 
' Pige ' ' ~ -" of tefe'gram to_· ___ :.~_~--------------------

~ontracting country must notify a launching state when it learns that ~ 

space object has landed on its territory and providing that the object 

maxxtam«K«x~xikExk.xxik~xaw~xpx~iRiRgxtR~txtR~xaRj~~R~M~RxR~xR~x 

must be returned 
ksxzs«/if a request is made by the launching state. The launching state 

may be ~equired to furnish identifying data prior to return of the object : 

and under the new Agreement provision is made for reLmbursement of ex-

penses incurred in recovering and returning an object. The pertinent 
: 

articles of the two treaties are quoted in full at the close of this 

telegram. 

3. The following procedures should be observed: 

{a) ·'A US official who learns that a space object has come into the 

possession of a foreign country should report the details immediately to 

the Chief of Mission. The Chief of Mission should report to the Departmer 

of State, which will ~ediately distribute the information to all other 

interested agencies. 

(b) The Embassy ~hould, unless the Chief of Mission considers it 
-r 

inadvisable or unlra the host government can show clearly and ;;zmc 
unambiguo~lY. 
I~~ •f that the object is non•US in origin, request permission ak 

of the host government to examine the object in order to determine its 

ownership. It may be necessary to have the object examined by technical!: 

l_gualified US personnel. Whether to send such personnel will be decideq_j 
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~n the basis of the Embassy's initial report, which should take into 

account the factors set forth in (d) below. Until the identity of a 

space object has been determined, speculation should be avoided regardin[ 

its ownership. 
· I 

¥ (c) The examination should not involve destruction or physical al-
should 

teration of the object, nooiMIP7Pl the host country be requested to alter 

the object. The results of the examination should be reported in ,-detail 

to the Department of State, which will ~ediately disseminate the repor t 

to all interested agencies~ 

(d) US officials examining objects should pay ·particular attention 

(1) the circumstances of recovery, including probable time 

of impact, pre-impact observations, direction of trajectory, 

characteristics of the impact area, and whether the object 

caused any damage; 

(2) the existence of identifying marks; 

(3) the physical nature and condition of the object (s), in-

clud~ actual or estimated . dimensions, weight, material, con-
• 

struction, etc. Photographs, preferably in color and using a 

dimensional reference such as a ruler or a pack of cigarettes 

L should, if possible, be obtained; _j 
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lS. The text of Article VIII of the Outer Space Treaty follows: 

QTE A State Party to the Treaty on whose registry an object launche 

into outer space is carried shall retain jurisdiction and control over s 

object, and over any personnel thereof, while in outer space or on a 

celestial body. Ownership of objects launched into outer space, includi• 

objects landed or constructed on a celestial body, and· of their componen·: 

parts, is not affected by their presence in outer space or on a aiestial 

body or by their return to the Earth. Such objects or component parts 

fo und beyond the limits of the State Party to the Treaty on whose regiat j 

they are carried shall be re.turned to that State Party, which shall, upo1 

request, furnish identifying data prior to their return. UNQTE 

6. The text of Article 5 of the Assistance and Return Agreement follows : 

QTE 1. Each contracting party which receives information or dis-

covera that a -space object or its component parts has returned to Earth 

in territory under its jurisdiction or on the high seas or in any other 

place not under the jurisdiction of any State, shall notify the launchinE 

authority and the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

2. Bach contracting party having jurisdiction over the territory oc 

which a space object or its component parts has been discovered shall, 

upon the request of the launching authority, and with assistance from 

L 
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r-that authority if requested, take such steps as it finds practicable 

to recover the object or component parts. 

3. Upon request of the launching authority, objects launched into 

outer space or their component parts found beyond the territorial limits 

of the launching authority shall be returned to axka or held at the 

disposal of the representatives of the launching authority, which shall , 

upon request, furnish identifying data prior to their return. : 

4. Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article, a contracti: 

party which has reason to believe that a space object or its component 

parts discovered in territory under itsjuriadiction, or recovered by it 

elsewhere, is of a hazardous or deleterious nature may so notify the 

launching authority which shall tmmediately take effective steps, under 

the direction and control of the said contracting party to eliainate 

possible danger of harm. 

5. Expenses incurred in fulfilling obligations to recover and 

return a spa~ objee~-or its component parts under paragraphs 2 and 3 of 

this ArtiCle shall be borne by the launching authority. UNQTE 
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