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With respect to your iunquiry about Dan Elluoorg, I first

heard his name when reading an old New York Review article entitled,
"[a0s: What Nixon Is Up To". The quote that struck me from that

article was attributed to Henry Kissinger iﬁ 1968, "The appropriate

goal of U. S. policy was a 'decent interval' -- two to three years ==
between the witﬁdrawal of U. S. troops and a Communist takeover in Viet=-
nam," I:have used that quote in several speeches subsequently.

I believe that I met Ellsberg for the first time at a speech
with Senator Hartke at Princeton University on April 19. Either at
that time or subsequently, Ellsberg suggested that he mg E with me to
apprise me of information relative_to Viet Nam, in particular, my
concern over deception of Congress by the Executive Branch with res-
pect to Viet Nam.

We had subsequent conversations on this subject and he placed
in my hands for study a number of xcroxed sheets which bore no classi
fication.markings nor subject hLadLngo or titles as I recall. It was
agreed after I reviewed these documents that,we would discuss them
further and on a visit to California on May 13, he rode with me from
Washington to San Fran¢isco and I belicvo/rdturncd with me on May 15

from Los Angeles to Washington, at which time we discussed his feelings
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and conclusions about what the documents purported to show. T made

a number of notes on his comments and checked the specific identifying

language with him before presenting my testimony to the Senate Foreign
Oyasto g
Relations Committee on May 27 1971, in which I identified the @s8is- it
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tence of the Viet Nam Task Force Study and veguested that Senator
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Fulbright request such study from the Defense Department.

T have retained the documencs ~iven to me by Mr. Ellsberg
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in our Congressional office safe, ni:Canby, Connie Bethray and
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David Brown had the combination to the safe, and to my kaowledge mno
Al
member of my staff lwwve ever sedn the documents which have been kept

in a black carrying case.
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