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We are sick and tived of such a way of living, sick and tired of being gfvaid,

—ANTIGOVERNMENT MARCHER, JULY 1990

N AN ISLAND in the far Russian north stands a monastery, old and
sturdy but crving for repair, It survives as a symbaol of salvation
and sacrilege, of hope and hopelessness. In it are mingled the lega-
cies of great forces—religion, the tsars, communism—that hg-
ured the Russian landscape and shaped the Russian soul

To my mind the Solovetskiv Monastery is Russiain acapsule of
brick and boulder, a monument to the vicissitudes of her history

Monks founded it in the 1400s in an elbow of the White Sea. Though far from
Moscow, it grew into a vital center of the Russian Orthodox Church, with
scribes issuing holy tracts and smiths sheathing icons in silver and gold. In the
late 1500s it became simultaneously a jail, The first tsar to banish enemies to the
cold Solovetskiv cells was Ivan IV, “the Terrible,” who also murdered his son
and a prelate of the church —among others.

The communists copied a page of Ivan’s grisly history soon after taking
power; to Solovetskiy in the early 1920s went some of their first political pris-
oners. In the gulag era inaugurated by the dictator Joseph Stalin in the 1930s,
boat after boat plied the White Sea with victims. Few returned.

Today tourists walk the smooth cobbles and (Continyed on page 11)

“Predatel! Traitor! ™ Bitter words flv as a flag-waving retired Russion colonel
confronts one of the thousands of demonstrators who showed up at last year's
Muay Day celebration in Red Square to demand an end to communism.
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ATIME TAPESTRY OF THE RUSSIANS

Powarful symbaols of the Rus-
slan motherland, the por-
tralts of people, places, and
objects pradented heire form
4 Lapestry of images reaching
back more than |,400 years,
Through the centuries the al-

grated from cantral Europe
into the great forests north
of the Russlan steppe. Known
ds the Fast Slavs, they
evilved into three separate
cprouaps: Lhe wesberners,
called Byelorussians; the
southerners, or Ukrainians;
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ansd the sasterners, wme
thmes hnown as Great
Russiani, more often just as
"Russlana " Littls avidenca
of the parent culturs remains
other than remnants of log

dwallings and stmply deco-
rated pots |.

Bgl Probable founders of
the first Russian stats, a rug-
gdh'-ldnf\filngn'ldlﬂmq?
known as the Hus established
their ruls in Movgorod in 862,
By tha tenth century, whan
Kisv became thelr major
cantar, the Hus werd being
assimilated by their Slavic
—

P86-989 At Kiev, major
point of contact with the
Byrantine Empire, the Rus
Prince Yladimir mass
conversion of his people Lo
Orthodox Christianity —
depicted in a baptim scene
From a medieval chronicls 3.
Along with religion the rulers
of Kievan Russia found an
adoptable culture in Con-
stantinopla, including the
domed cruciform architec -
ture borrowed for early ca-
thedrals, susch as Holy Sofia
in Novgorod 4 Also indebted
Eo Bycantine models, Russian
leon palniing achieved the
irglqulum-, of a national

art. Though commissioned in
Constantinople, the Cith-
century "Virgin of Visdimir"
3 became one of Russia’s

most revered symbols. With
ruliglon, writimng camme (o s
sda. lnscribed in the Cyrillic
alphabet, boaubifully ambel -
Ushed manuscripts, ke that
of Prince Sviatoslav from
1073 O, are today prime
sources of medisval Russian

hakory.

1237 Mongols 7 led by
Batu Khan dosed the
chapter on Kievan Russia,
thundering and plundaring
through its cithes. including
the young river fort of Maos
cow. For more than two cen-
tumriss the grand peinces of a
fragmantad Hussta endured
Fasmbling v to the
Tatar khanats of the Golden
Horde

i
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952 -1505 Axthe Tatar

Yohe loosened and fell, Grand

| Prince Ivan lll of Moscow 4]
i often called lvan the Great

aspandsd Muscovite Russis
by annaxing the neighboring
princedoms as well as the
once powerful Novgorod.
Tha first Russian tsar —in
practics F not n nams - he

.:Insudthtw-hu.didﬂ-
| gle ¥ as symbol of his throne.

During his redgn the Russian

| Orthodos ralbglon bloomad,

leaving a legacy of grest
cathedrals, including the

| Church of the Holy Spirit

10 at Zagorsk.

i535-1584 First lusslan to
bt crowned tsar - or cassar
lvan IV | | sarmed his
sobriguet, **the Terrible,"
during a long reign of tyranmy
and reform, madness and

piety, For the strength and
relative stability of his rule,
however, he anjoys a redeem-
ing folk image. Annexing the
Tatar hingdoms to his sast,
ha opened the door to Siheria
and launched Russia on its
path as & multhethnic

ampire. By 1555, whan ha
ardered tha bullding of Maos
cow s fantastically orna
mented 5t. Basl's Cathedral
12, Russdan architec turs had
acqubned an urnistakable
national character

3  Father of a dynasty
one that would rule Hussia
for three centuries — Mik hail
Romanav |3 succeeded to
the throne after the turb -
bant Tima of Trowbdss, a
succussion crists following
the antinction of the long -
rulling Hurik dynasty.

6831725  Robust, intelli-
gent, and chansmatic, six-
Foot-aight Petar the Great
|4 almwost single - handedly
pulled Russia from the back-
wunsds into the Europesan
comumudEy . MHe aven forced
Rumslan men to forfeit their
beards, a drastic westormviza -
thon depicted here in 4 wood -
cut cartoon |5, Obesssed
with his wiskon of Rusaia as a
greal sea power, Palar built
its first navy |0 and secured
the smpire’s firsl sccess Lo
the Baltic Sea - won from
Swandan after a profonged
war, On the Baltic, Peter
budlt St. Petersburg |7, hia
“window on the West.”
where Hussla's first newspa-
par |8 was published. Grac-
ing the city with restramed
architecture liks

the suburban bManshikov Pal-

ace 19 he mada S5t. Potars
barg his capital in 1711

Fatar's successors turned to
rocaco skyles, as they contin
wisd to Fill the city with greal
palaces and churches ke
Sorwslny Cathedral 20

it Devoles of the
Enlightenmeant, frienc of phi
Catherine 1, “the
Great™ 21, Over 4
period of both cultural and
territorial growth. During her
rule Hussian soversignty e
Eeruded wast Lo absarb musch
of the Polish - Lithaanian
comnmawsalth, Huge nam
bers of Husstan peasants and
Geprmman imnvgrants were sat
thad v Likraine and along the
Volya. and the Black Sea
purt of Udesss was founded.




11 Hoping ta spark a
E uprising, Napolean

2 invaded Russls with a
French force of more than
bl & milkon, ichsding large
numsbers of Poles ancious to
resgain independance . Cnly
one mapor batthe was fought.
as the Russians ket their sne
Wikt SCCUPY & Durnaing adsd
deserted Muscow . Faced with
the vnsst of an early winter,
the French retreated across
Uhe Russan plain, pursasd all
the way to Parks by the Rus
sl Ay, Murw than 940
paitcanl of the French lorces
parished akong the way. In
Muscow the Trivmphal Anch
23 commemorates the year,
also codebrated in Tchai
hovshy's M2 Overtare 24

110 1ed

was-mss  The militaristic
Micholas | 15 helped fres
Greece from Turkish rule sar
By im hes relgn but died while
heis armiy wids sbalminated in s
manl Turkish confllct, the Cr
imealn War. Faarfud of anin
craasingly liberal gentry, he
dnerchisd strict cansorship
over Russia’s intelligentsia

sl Responding to pressure
fruom all strata of society,
Taar Alesander 1l 20 signed
a historic proclamation 27
emancipating the serfs, whao
by then totaked more than

a third of the Russzan puapu
lation, A wave of radical
Corrorisdn dross during his
Py, Prepded disd sustained
by anarchist and soclalist
rsarivbers oF Dhe ughpeer classes
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Unie such group, Peoples”
Will, was respornmible for
hin assassinat ion in 138

20-197  Husshan [terature
uf the Bth century producesd
remarkable artists able to
mirror, in prose and verse,
the singular qualities of Rus
sian life. Akeksandr Pushkin
rreg-1837) 28 opened the
Handora’s box of contempo
rary soCcholy ds & At sobject
For Biction in his verse  nowvel,
Evapetir Oiveyrat Nk oday Gogol
(1809 1852) TV carried the
navw fwilien further in his
nowsl Dead Soufs. Other as
pocts of Husslan socikely were
elaborated by romantic poet
hlih hall Lermontoy (1814

i) 30, short story writer
hvan Turgenev (1808 1883} 3 1,

and playwright Anton
Chakhov (1860 1904) J2_
Towarning figures in the pan-
theon of world literuturs
ware novelists Fyodor Dos
toyevehy (1821 - 1881) 33, whoe
witbe Crine amd Pansfiroent,
and Leo Tolstoy (1828 - 1@
i author of War and Pesce
Revered by his countrymen
far his phlosophy of peasant
mmarality, the aristocratic
Tolstoy became a spiritual

Father to legions of Followers
during his long life

1905 and 997 Thick with re-
sgnlment -I-ﬂ-lhﬁl- I'H-l.'-li-l'ﬂ'l-l-l'j'
Tsar Nicholas 1| (|894 - 1997}
37 and humiliated by dafeats
in the Husso - Japaness War,
Hussla was ripa for rebellion
In 105 and T revolution

| swapt through the streets of
5¢. Petersburg and Moscow
| 36. In the confusion follow
ing the abdication of the tsar
i b T, Viadimie lyich Lenin
| 37, & Maruist who had
been Bving abroad. used the
' Bolshevik party Lo selse pow
| er fram the provislonal go-
ermment. A bloody clvil war
- raged until 1921, The follow
ing year the Linlon of Soviet
Socialist Hepublics was
¢ Formed, with Hussia the lamg
est of its republics. Lenin,
as head of that regime,
remaingd dedicated to com
| munist world revolution until
| his death in 1924,
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19221958 Groomed by
Lanin for leadership, Joseph
Stalin 38 became general
secretary of the Central
Committse of the Commanist
Party in 1822, Ruthlesaly the
native Gegiglan pushed aode
ar annihflated all perceived
rivals, inclading Leon Trots-
Ly. the genius behind the Red
Army. By the late 19305 Sta-
kn stood slone as dictator,
whalding undimitad power to
transfiorm the Soviet Unkan
into & modern industrial
state. Koy to his scheme was
the forced collectivization of
agriculture 39, Though ong
struck from official Soviet
histories, the " Stalin termor”
cost at least 30 milllon

laves

iBai-1944 Anact of
betrayal by fellow dictator
Adolf Hither, Germany’s v
slon of Russia in June 1941 40
caught Stalin off guard, since
Hithar had promised nonag

and trade n the
1939 German Soviet pact.
Lifting his supprassion of
the Orthodon Church, Stalin

to old- thme Russian
patriotism, and the German
Army was eventually turned
back at a cost of scena 25 mil
lion Soviet and fowr mélllon
Garman lives. From the ashes
aof war, however, the Soviet
Linion rose even stronger
than before  with a hundred
million East Europsans drawn
to the Soviat bloc,

e0s- i After pears of
sconomic stagnation inhent -
eid fram the Bredhnes era.
Mikhail Gorbachey 4 |

emesged bn 1BES, axpounding

APaRATHNE
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glesnost, or opersiwess, and per
esbraiba or reslrucUuriing .
These radically Mberal princi
ples, and the reduced glubal
tensions that followed, won
Gurbachev the Mubel Peace
Prize in 1990 But they also
had the effect of resurrecting
lerivg dormant fealings of
sthnk pride among all Soviet
peoples. The dramatic rebirth
of Russian natkonalsm, in
p:rl.h:uh.r.mrl-pllﬂ'-
ning of the end for the
U5 5R | abong with the
Commumist Party






(Continuwed from page 2) contempinte the
barrer doors, for Solovetskiyv 15 saved as o
national monument. A secular monument
however,; no priestly chant floats from beneath
the shing
Church officials dream of repossessing Saln-
vetskiy, though in Moscow a hishop declares
tcily: “Perhaps communism could provide a
couple of thousand monks to make repairs,
since it wae so good at making monks vanish.™

e domes,

HAD COME BACK to Mother Russia,

the old heartland from which had sprung

the Russian Empire and its successor, the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, to
measure change, toseek portentsof the future.
This 1s European Russia, stretching from the
Baltic shore to the Ural Mountains and from
the Arctic tundra to the Black and Caspian
Seqs (map, page L3). It holds a terntory more
than half the size of the conterminous United
States, and & population of 1 10 million. Highly
industrialized, the region receives coal, oil,
and other raw
hinterland, producing auto-
whiles, aircraft,
machinery, plastics, and
chemicals. A modern
many wavs, vet profouncly
tied to the past

with domes softly agleam
in the pale northern sun,
monasteres like Solovetskiy
were early beacons upon the
Russian heartland. In 988
Christianity reached Kiev
Ukraine
from the Eastern Orthodox
Church at Constantinople:
it was enthusiastically
embraced by the ancestors of
today’'s Kussians, a Slavic
peaple ruled by warror-
traders called the Rus. Their
holy expiinded
northward into a wide and gentle realm of
birch and fir—the ample bosem of Moather
Russia.

In time this became the core of empire—
Lreat Russia. The people exulted in the appel
lation Grreat FRussians (versus the Little Rus.
stans of Ukraine, a namée still resented there).
The tsars marched across the Urals to attach
Siberia, reaching the Pacific, and south to add
the vast steppe. In the west thev seized the

matierials from the Soviet

NEAYVY

And in

imn present-day

citadels

Mother Russia on a Newe Course

former Polish and Lithuanian land=z todas
called Byvelorussia, or White Russia

Yot no previous evenl in Russia's long
nistory had the impact of the upheavals i our
century. They began with the cataclvsm that
spawned the U.S.5 K. the 1917 revolution
and subsequent civil war in which Russia
became ane of 15 Soviet republics, Another
earthqunke proceeds swiftly todav, It seems
Lkely to shatter the Soviet Union as well as the
fatled commumst system that for seven dec
ades regulated evervthine from the content of
newspipers to the production of toothpaste.

With the Soviet Union careering like a run-
away troika, Russia is reemerging, wrigeling
out from beneath the grav leveling hlanket of
sociadism. There 15 a new quest for the much
ramplecd Kussign culture, for the "soul™ that
writers lauded for 1ts breadth and warrmth
Fhe old love of the gentle landscape that
*spreadls out evenly across half the world, ™ as
Nikolay Gogol saw it in Dead Souls, blooms
anew —in the lorm of anger over polluted riv-
ers and smoky vistas,

Staff of life for Russians, rich and poor, hot
lvaves of bread roll out of ovens in the medi-
eval Solovetskiv Monastery (above), on an
igland in the White Sea. A world away, the
Moscow MeDonald's has introduced Russians
to something new: the chizhurger, served up
with smiles and pizzazz. Young pioneers in o
new world, the 250 or so management trafnees
handle more than 50,000 orders ¢ day and
boast of having the best jobs in all Russia.
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reriied

And hordes return to churches re
under the libergliging policies af Soviet Pres:-
Historoally

sa prafoundly

dent Mikhail Gorbaches not-

g touched the Bussian sou
" M :--EIJ-II

Hivine shelter irom the chaons s

Many worshipers doubtlessly seek
I current events
“1 sprak only of Russia now —the union 3
fnished, " declared a politician, one of the new
v “radicals.”
[ his is retro-revolution; Kus-
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e1gnty union reshaped as a loose
confederation in which they manage ther own

like the Baltics,

mdependence; zealous Ukrminian nationalists
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Lastvear, on Mav Davand again on July 15,
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“Tiown with the Communist Par
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surprising flai to Chernobvl!’
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President of the Russian Republic, Boris
Yeltsin speaks with a reporter during a legisla-
tive break in Moscow’s rand Kremlin Palace.
Far more popular at home than Soviet Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev, who shines abroad,
the former party boss from Sverdlovsk bolted
the Communist Party last July, Since then he
has atternpted to set the agenda for economic
and political change in a mounting power
strugele between republic and union.

We have I!"'-.".'l'.'l.llli'.'_'. but no
poriki—We have communist commuttees bl
not even peasant s '|"I-CE|:'I'|'."

Vet aganin on Revolution Day, November 7,
1 of the commumnist
massively celebrated, anger Alled Red Square
cmmunist marchers (=ome
hanners denouncing democruts ns CLA s -
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whien Lhe birt

Among LUITVINng
ported) were workers who hurled obscenities
as they passed (rorbachev. Then came atrucu-
lent antiparty mob. bearing a huge funheral
wreath that proclaimed the anniversary a day
of mourning and signs equating

Wil MSsCT=m

COHETUM U IS

Gorbacheyv's Nobel Peace Prize — however
well deserved for reducing superpower ten
cut little ice with hungry and frustrated
Muscovites

S1{0T1
As he loosed the reins on :'-|'I:."i.'.'|'|
and permitted multiparty elections, the long-
stapnant economy was collapsing, The List af
include naot
long rationed, but
wread, and cigaréttes

vanishing commoddibies grew Lo
only sausage and vodka
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What to do? Torrents of rhetoric rose from
convenecd the
soviet legislature, the Rus-
sian congress, and the Com-
Partv. Te

rried therr fulminabions Lo
all the union —mercifully in-
terrupting to present the reg-
puppet
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hare, o dog, a bird, &and a
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mto bed
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it —"the motherland,” [
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Urnder pressure to dedal with a disinteproting
ceonomy, members of the Hussian congress
soan telegroms (right) from their newly and
loudly vocal constituents, Qutside, near Red
Square, a motley assortment of homeless per-
sons and protesters—including 2N members
of the Union of Persecuted People—coamp ol
in terts while airing grievances directly to the
[HIRRINg public—a sight once untiiinfkable mow
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While generals of the Red Army stand atop
Lenin's Tomb to bask in the mermory af a4 greal

victory, veterans of o not-so-glorious war
gather in orky Park (o celebrate nothing
more than survival, Left out of the May 9
parade on the 45th anniversary of the World
War II victory over Germany, veterans of the
war i Afghamisten foce neglect and disrespect
from their countrymen. Bearing a striking
resemblance to U, §. veterans of Vietnoam, many
are openly bitter, claiming their wor wias initi-
afed o test new Soviet weapaons. Today thoo
sands more soldiers wre returning from East
Europe, finding neither jobs nor living space.

lifficulties thevy can't do anvthing about

“Whenl came to this marriage, " Lena said
“1 brought an ol
Lhis flal, which had been my grandmother’s. It
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15 what we still hgve.,'

i COrmet
might feel shame at such a home, but artists
Anc musicians come here, and even under this
ceiling we have wonderful evenings

'l was born here in Moscow. The new
bullding= out in the suburhs do n
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easy landscape. In roadside cemeteries shiny
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Red Army pushed back German panzers. Red
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Something new on Karl Morx Square, an

encourtter between a stylish Muscovite and a
voung Grypsy begear dramatizes the sharpen-
ng social contrasts mow evident in large Sovies
cities, In the foce of national economic chaos
an influx af foreign currency is bringing
prosperity to some, especially entrepreneurs
wrorining outside the official system

An oasts of charm in gray Moscow, the
historic Arbat district (opposile)—once home
to such figures as Pushkin and Lenin—thriies
with street artists ond sidewalk cafés.
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bastion of communism. Not five
n my first trip to the Soviet Union,
L hiave gotten past the puards. Now |
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Elections last s
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dominate the 40
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names as Democ
Hugsin

& |
anca. as il this

S>ETLADE

hoarts

flats, hecited the ningrad’s 1.,
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Like most deputies, mathematician Golov
15 @ political novice, These novices enthusiast
cally united to defeat communism in elections
last March; whether they can unite to govern a
city of five million i= still unclear, After dec-
ades of central control *the citv is not readv for
ademocralic system,” Golov said, He hoped a
strong leader would guide the deputies—""We
pot accustomed 1o thas in the past :
Nevertheless, the deputies have been feud
ing with their chairman, Anatolii Sobhchak, a
trong man indeeéd —one of Russin's most oul
spoken liberals. Exaspernted by the lack of
cohesion, he has characterized the deputies as
“street rally tvpes | . . ready for destroving but
incapable of creating.” Working democracy

his & long way to go in Russia

0 MANY CITIZENS Leningrad is still
‘Peter,” n nmicknams that harks
pack Lo the city' s founding in 1703 as
oL Petersburg. In World War [ Rus-

st junked the German “burg, ™ switching to

the Russian equivalent, Petrograd. Since 1924

the city has honored Viadimir Hyvich Lenin









On the dark side of glasnost, members of the Pamyat National Patriotic Front meet in the
Muoscow apartment of their presfdent, Dmitrii Vasiliev, A reputed admirer of fuscism, Vasiliev
blimes Russia’s [[1s, including 73 yvears of communism, on Zionists and Mosons.
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iting such edifices as the huge Winter Palace
(today the Hermitage art museum), the 1sars
borrowed the Tush barpgue of western buarope
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Rome, Though more than 600,000 people died
in the QU0 |].'l_‘- siege of World War 11, the ele

rant core escaped heavy o
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In raising this capital by the Baltic — ha
‘window on the West" — Peter the Great was
determined to pull Rassin out of 1solation and
backwardness. He had seen the West (few
Russians had) on an 18-month odyssey, his
“*“oranil embaAssy, To avold protoi al. b Lray-
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Fascinated by ships, he worked as a carpenter
in Dutch and Enelish shipvards, At home he
created Bussia's navy, a metellurgical indus-
Loy, and & svatem of secular education

And, after moving the capatal from Moscow
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‘My students know nothing about being Jews,” says Viadimir Zeiv, o teacher of Hebrew at the

Moscow Synagogie. While the new school 15 a product of new freedoms, so too is a virulent
revival of anti-Semitism. The majority of these students and their families plan to emigrate,

And in truth,
the room 30"t even theirs. They pay a hundred
rubiles o month —more than half Boris's saln-
rv—to sublet this flat from its gouging owner
Horts moonlights as a cloakroom attendant to

el make ends meed

Lheir three-vear-ald son. Sazha

' OINE people Are worse
Indeed many fam
ilies in Leninerad must share Aats with others

off than we are. ' he said

ETEVIDENCE ARBOUNDS that Kussians
adore this un-Russian city. Music lov
ers stand in Tikhvin Cemetery asif in
church

My 0w relatives,’

"1 feel closer to him than to
A woman satdl as she laid a
arnation on Pyotr Tchaikovsky's erave. It's
Russian tradition to place revered men togeth-
Tchaikoveky is flanked
Mussorgsky, Rimsky-Rorsakov, (xiimka, and
Borodin, What a And
toVeEVIEY 15 just around a corner, in the section
for writers

With the elegance of the 19th centurv— th
literature of Talstov,

cky, the achievements ol

erin inad rest:

[ Joys-

necropolis!

Lhe miusic of Tohnikow

such scientists as

Mothier Russia on a Newo Cotirse

Limitrvy Mendelevey
periodic table — would come, again and agnin,
warning<of the gulf between Russin's 100,000
landed families and her impoverished mil-
lions: Lintl 1861 Russia's masses were serfs

bonded o the gentry or to the state. Emanci-

w o dlevised] chemistry ' s

pated, they nevertheless had to pay for land to
till and four decades later were stil] overbur
dened with a debt of 120 million rubles

Russia was scourged by attempted revolu
tion, Immersed in
the utopian precepts ol the GéErman !||‘|||||;:-:
pher Barl Marx, socialists grew in number and
in their determmation to destroy tsarist rule

Came finally World War | with its ghastls
toll: stx million Russian casualties. As Germa-
ny bored deep into the prostrate land, desert-
g troaps swelled the masses of the cities

In Petrograd in early 1917 a protest grew
day after day until a quarter million surged in
the streets. On March 15, as local army regi-
wicholas 1T abddi

catefd. The Romanov dynasty was finished.

sirthes, and assassinations

ments iomned the workers

Imperial Russia was handed over to a feehl
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Cradle of the revolution, Leningrad is still Russia’s most politically restive city, Built along the
Veva Biver faobowe] '_' r-!_-_-a.;..| 5 greal westernizer, Peter the Great, the city remains o majon
center aof Western influence. ( --!.-i:-.-::.-1-- the city’s founding in 1703, actors portray Peter, his
ampress, and thelr cowrt (below). Many Lenineroders wanf fo restore the i |r_",". sl

origindl S5t. Petershurg or the more Russian Petroprad, as it was known from 1914 to 1924,




Crime and corruption iz bheat. Aleksandr
Nevzorow interviews an aocused rapist (top)

for the millions who watch his TV show, Six
Hundred Seconds. Infurtated by his aggressive
style, the suspect jumped for the journalist’s
throat but was restrained. In December, pur-
sutng a tip for “secret documents,” Nevzorow
ks shof and wounded by an unEnown @esa-
ant in a remote part of Leningrad.
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special rations of sausage. The economy stag-
nated. When Gorbachev relaxed the svstem of
policy, party, and penalties that held all
together, it simply collapsed.

Induostries ground to a halt for want of parts
and supplies. Wages went up anyway. Last
fall whole regions were withholding goods —
and getting away with it. Karelia, inthe north,
stopped shipping paper and timber because it
wasn't receiving food from the south. Though
Gorbachey increased prices to collective
fiurms, Leningrad's meat supply shrank by 27
percent, Moscow's food by 40 percent. Jour-
nalists divined in this agory the hand of hard-
line communists determined to smother the
“democritic plague” mn these cities.

The truth was always spoken by disyi-
gents. Now the whole Sowet prople are
drssedent. = POLTTICAL RALLY SPEAKER

In raucous reunion in Moscow's Gorky
Park veterans of the war in Afghanistan
¢exchanged bear hugs and passed the vodka.

Viktor fingered his campaign medal. “Gor-
bachev's reward to the soldier international-
ists, " he said sarcastically.

Though Gorbachev ended Saoviet involve-
ment in Afghanistan, he earns scant respect
from the veterans, for he allowed it to continue
during his first four vears in power,

To another veleran, Pavel, the war, which
in a decade involved perhaps a million Soviet
troops, was “ Just a testing field for weapons—
Amencan weapons, Hritish weapons, Russian
weapons.” Like the Vietnam War in the U, 5.,
this one was unpopular at home. “ Young men
going into the army should know that war is
dirty,” Pavel added, “so they won't be fasci-
nated by medals and uniforms.”

If the army Isn't sacred in Russia today,
what is?

Is the Tehaikovsky piano competition sa-
cred? When an American contestant, Kevin
Kenner, started to play Tchaikovsky's Piano
Concerto No. 1 in the finals lnst vear, he heard
the audience hiss. It had nothing to do with
him; the serious music lovers were telling the
gccompanying orchesira that they knew the
brasses had muffed their opening notes.

This happened contestant after contestant.
All finalists must play the piano concerto. All
could. The archestra, alas, could not,

Instead of commissioning a first-class Mos-
cow orchestra for the prestigious intérnational
contest, the arrangers hired a provincial

Mother Russio on a New Course

aggregation, from Rostov. Critics suspect an
ald-boy network was operating. (Despite all,
Kenner managed a third-place tie.)

With the collapse of the commuand system,
the Tchaikovsky competition has become one
more thing— like soap factories and vodka dis-
tillerigs —alfflicted with the national malaise.

Around the 6ld Moscow af rigid regulation
new Moscow spurts chaotically. Desks and
perhaps a computer transform apartments
into outposts of rampant opinion, where
“informal” (nongovernment) organizations
1ssue tracts and plot the end of communism,

This is not always democracy at work. Ina
flat hung with icons, Dmitrii Vasiliev con-
demns the 1917 revolution as a Zionist plot to
subvert Russin, citing such Jewish leaders as
Leon Trotsky,

Vasiliev heads one of the anti-Semitic orga-
nizations called Pamyat (Memory), The boss
of amore virulent Pamyat group speaks of try-
ing Jews for “crimes" As he zays this, he
motions as if wielding 8 machine gun,

Russian anti-Semitism seems to revive in
hard times of when the government needs a
scapegoat —one reason that Jews are emigrat-
ing at the rate of 10,000 & month.

Then we have Sergel lurkov-Engelhard,
grandson of a tsarist army colonel, who says,
“Russia has no democratic tradition. Russia
cannot be ruled any way but by a monarch.”
Turkov’s monarchist party hopes to bring a
Romanov kinsman now living in France to the
throne, Quite a few Russians think o new tsar-
15t regime would be best for Russia.

Many “informals” believe they are spied
upan. "1 can't tell you more about oor work
than the KGB already knows,"” Turkov said,
rolling his eyes toward the ceiling of his flat, If
I looked out the window, he said, I would see
& white car. "It 1s always there when we have
visitors." Ilooked —and saw a white car.

URVEILLANCE would be in keeping
with the KGB's Big Brother role.
And though the gulag is officially
closed, manva citizen still looks ner-

vously over his shoulder, For example, Slava,

who entertained me with a night of witty con-
versation—and then was afraid to write his
name in my nolebook.

The KGB, or Committee for State Security,
acknowledges an image problem. So it cre-
ated o public-relations department, Anything
seems possible now in Mother Russin.



Nat quite Siberia, but close, the northern reaches of Buropean Kussia boost

the requisite rigors of climate for Soviet penal colonies., South of Archangel
a high-heeled puard escorts her ward from one such prison to a nearby form,

where he will deliver potatoes for planting. Part of the recentiy reformed









| dropped by the central KGEB building, the
former Lubianka Prson in downtown Mos-

cow, to have coffes
Karbainow
ities, the general seemed the archetypal PR
man: expansive, greganous. He wore a
Western-teilored =uit, smoked Marlboros,
and exuded candor
How many Soviel citizens have been caught
spying for the West in the past seven vears?
Thirty. He was sure the United States prized
e Arcrait
provided —* His
received two million dollars
military wouldn't pay so much for nothing.
The gemeril acknowledped that the KGH
has paid substantial sums to American spies
“Intelligence 15 intelligence,
loday the KGB wants to emphasize —here

with May. Gen, Aleksandr
Though he once policed minor-

electranics secrets thal one sy

account in A |-"-|'I":l__".l Bank

Viou know vour
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he sand
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Black carth of central Russia underfoot, the
cows come home to Tersa for milking., Once
home to about 5,500 people, the village today
holds only 1,500, Resident Roila Ragoshkinag
(bottom) cherishes visits by her granddoughter
lana from the city of Voronech, where she and
her parents moved to seek g better life. It is in
villages [ike Tersa that Russiaon reformers hope
to initiote a transfer of land and property from
public to privote ownership.

comes the PR message —"its humane activity

and observance of laws." Perestroika, Gorba-
chiev's policy of restructuring, " assures publis
control of the security argans so that nothing
such as unfortunately happened before will
gver e repeated.”

Nor should we think of the security organs
times—the Stalin
verrs, the when millions were
executed o “T'here was strong
opposition to this within the security system.”

And, of course, in the 19605 and 1970s it
wasn't the KGB's fault that dissidents were
jaited for speaking out; the secrel police were
merely carrying out the law

Une cannot help thinking in the Lubianka’s
quiect corridors of all the citizens who entered
its doors and never came out alive. But now, |
was assured, the prnison cells have been con
verted into oftfice and archive space.

| deparied in wonder. Was this Moscow or
Madison Avenuer

siv 10 those

K
12305 to 1953
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ND 1S THAT WALL STREET on the other
sidde of the Moscow River from thi
Kremlin? The sign savs Pyatnitskava
atreet, but one meets here such men
as Mvgenil Rapoport, Derce advocate of pn
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Pardon; make that public enterprise. “Our
bureaucrats are very afraid of that word pri
vate,  heex)

“Public efiterprise” A couple of years ago
small cooperatives that made shoes or

Hained

meant
perhaps ran o cald, Now It also meins compa
nies owned by stockholders
mven t waited for the socialist bureavcracy to
be dismantlec; they've alreads

capitalism
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plunged into

Rapoport s vice chairman of the Coopéera-
tive stolichnvi Bank, established by entrepre-
lend rubles—uosually a million os
y other entrepreneurs. Interest rates
are daunting: as high as 25 percent, depending

nears (o

more—Uu
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on the risk. Even so, several Stolichnwy cus-
tomers are prospering in fields where state ser-
vices lag, such as auto repair,

“Socialism, capitalism-—it doesn’t make
any difference what the “ism’ is called,"” said
bank customer Georgii Golubchikov, whom 1
met farther down Pyatnitskaya Street. “The
main thing is to live better.”

Boss of a construction concern that is doing
well-— 12 million rublez in business in two
vears— Golubchikov pays himself 2,000
rubles a month. This is a goodly §3,600 at the
official exchange rate but merely $100 on the
hlack market, Nevertheless, that's 800 rubles
maore than Gorbachev gets, | noted.

“Yes—because | work harder. And the
results of my work can be seen.”

ITH PLENTY OF RUBLES buming
pockets and little for sale, Mos-
cow's economy has become a
ghambles, Taxi drivers in the petty
mafia operating around Intourist hotels accu-
mulnte fortunes —a fortune in this case being
about $30 a day. Thiz is what my friend Misha
averages in hard currency from such custom-
ers as American journalists and Japanese and
German businessmen. Al the black market
rate, 20 rubles to the dollar, his dailv take
i« twice the monthly salary of n mid-level
bureaucrat. “I take my girl to nightclubs,”
Misha said. “1 can get all the vodka 1 want
I'm thinking of going to Germany to buy a

used Mercedes."

College kids have seen the power of the
big mak and the chisburger. A McDonald’s
emploves named Sergei earned 350 rubles a
manth working between school terms —more
than his father, a teacher. 1 think I want to be
a businessman,” Sergel declared.

Biznesmen used to be a bad word., Now
some Russian businessmen drive foreign cars
equipped with telephones. The Soviet Union
has spawned tens of thousands of ruble mil-
lionaires. Much of that wealth probably came
from shady deals in foreign-made VCRs or
automobiles, even drugs.

Religion is the opium of the people

— RARL WAHX

Every day they come—Olgn, Aleksandr,
Galina, Boris, seekers of the faith. On a Sun-
daytheystand cutside the Trinity Church near
Moscow State University 8t nine, waiting for a
priest to beckon them to the baptismal urn.

LY

A woman in pink exercise togs smiles at
them as she pedals close to the church door on
her bicycle, Dismounting, she bows toward
the sanctunary, crosses herself, then rides on.

There will be 28 baptisms today; vesterday
there were 20. Tomarrow will bring more.
Many are children escorted by parents. Others
grew up in homes where religion bad been
ghandoned to comply with the government's
policy of atheism, For example, Natasha, age
56, a covert believer, long afraid she would be
punished at her job if anyone found out.

Now the government has put soch fear to
rest. Gorbachev began relaxing the govern-
mient’'s grip on the church in 1987, returning
centuries-old cathedrals that had been used as
warehouses or office space. The number of
Orthodox parishes in Moscow has doubled to
nearly a hundred; in all the Soviet Union there
are now 11,000—a fraction of the possibly
150,000 that existed before the revolution,
though priests are confident the number will
continue Lo grow.

“The stale is going to make the church free,
and the church isgoing to help the government
make the people more moral,” declared a
bishop at the 700-year-old Danilov Monas-
tery, recently reopened.

Forty-five miles north of Moscow, in the
town of Zagorsk, the shimmer of domes an-
nounces the Trimty Monastery of 5t, Sergius.
Founded in the 130ds, it was once one of Rus-
sia's most important ecclesiastical centers.

St. Serpius was allowed fo reopen after
World War II—5Stalin’s thank-vou for Urtho-
doxy's patriotism, From that time, it has been
one of three that prepares men for the priest-
hood, a modest endeavor when the number of
churches was small and static. Now its acade-
mies are expanding to help meet the sudden
demands for priests, choir leaders, and icon
painters. Nine hundred study for the priest-
hood by correspondence.

T want to serve the people, " declared semi-
narian Mikhail Mironeénko, fixing me directly
with eves of Slavic green. He believes God
called him to the priesthood —1 can't look at
it any other way."”

The Volga is mowrning; it is pleading
for help, — ENVINOMMENTALIST

Centuries before the Slavs arrived, other
peaples—Bulgars and Magyars—dwelled
along the middle and lower Volgn River south
and east of Moscow. In Kazan, a Volga port

Natronal Geopraphic, Fetruary 1991



Well clad iz well met for a group of teens in Volgograd, chic in Western stvles and trademaorks.

“It's very touching,” the author says of Soviet youth and their single-minded pursuit of fashion
trophies: feans, polo shirts, and—yprandest prize of all——Walkman cassette playvers,
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fingerlings. And it is nearly man-killed

In the T'I'n:|'|_'.. water spilhing (rom the "'..-'|:||i_s,n:a-
grad dam, fishermen huastled hundred-pound
specimens onto & research boat, Technicians
welghed them, checked for disease, took fin
samples to reckon age. One of the five females
opened that morning bore not iridescent black
ro¢ but a 25-pound egg sac of gray mush
“About a thouzand dollars’ worth of caviar
wasted, ™ fisheries biologist Turti Dolidze said
with disgust.

Pollution is apparently the major cause of
rolten eges, frequently seen in the caviar har
vest. ‘The river carries heavy metals such as
mercury and cadmium, petroleum residues,
and PCBs from factories— plus fectilizers and
pesticides from farms

Engineers had fitted the dams with eleva-
tors to howst sturgeon upstream. Bot the reser-
voirs were heavily polluted. Females could nod
find their way and aborted. Or the eges they
deposited became crow food when reservoir
eviels were lowered to mest power demanids

Fewer and fewer fingerlings started the
Journey Dack o the Caspian, until fishery
experts give up on maintaining the migration

“1'm not boasting of anything today, " Turi
sald with candor unthinkable a few years ago
“T have nothing to boast of "

With the harvest declining, few Russinns
see the pnzed caviar at all; most is exportes
eirn hard currency

The Idealsof V, . Lenan Live and Win

—MNEDN £IGN ON THE VOLGOURAD MOST OFFICE

L

In Volgograd —the name was changed from
Stalingrad in 1961 —water and air pollution
heiped make the Ecology Club a political
powerhouse,

“We presented our complaints to Commu
nist Party commitiees, but i
thing,” club member Leonid Krupatin said
In last vear's elections the club took its case to

1€V never did any

the voters. Leomid is one of 12 club members
who won seats on local and fegionnl councils:
another went to Russia’s Congress of Peaple’s
Leputies in Moscow

Motheér Russio was still angry when her lke-
ness was raised in the 19605 on the site of the
Battle of Stalingrad. Demolished during com-
bat with the Germans in Wordd War I1, the
cliv—unow known as Volgogrod—was totally
rebuilt; new factories and apartment blocks
extend for 40 miles along the Volga River.






HThey don'l know why, but they know it’s
tmportant,” savs Father Georeld Studvonow
of his burgeoning congregation, who [Tock to
frig resurrected church in southwest Moscow
o experience the sacraments of marriage
arl baptism (left). Meanmwhile, the bells of 5
asil's near the Kremlin are breaking their long
gilence, as Russia turns back to the church

plumpnéss) preenedd betaore the bovs: There
WEne boom boxes, sand casties, paper hats

And hive black goats, picking at the jelzsam
| hey eved a family with a watermelon and sed
ted down to awailt deve IDpmeEnts

ves, praple still swim in the Volega, and [ did
ton, same thines sre more precious than Lif
or so It seems gl the moment. You just foreet
vhout heavy metals and the 24 smokesta]
YYINE O the horizon with Lhe svwesome Stabin
grad memorial. The love of Mother Volea 15
real and has priority
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toric. It 12 freedom for an afternoon, and coo
winter and hot sand.

| hiere will be time enawgh, Iater on, to pon
e e uncertain future. No one can foret
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nlties are far from over, The irritating short-

if Fthings like clzarett A continue: thie
eCONOMY cant ¢ repaired overmight. And
thi (] bl | 0 severe thni LeEdl Yy
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['here: e praspect of mass unemploviment if

specter Iorunaccustomed Kussians, Whatever
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ind paychecks, Though the party has lost tens

| thousands of members, it remains strongl
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HEVAance 1 [%4: to thi d downtowr LT Many Russians believe old-line communists

e of the war's most decisive Battles will indeed trv to thwart the movement to
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Spartan apartment blocks. But it also got Union. And some inevitahly will applaud
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a8 uture 12 clouded by the TS M Lol chao
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gers o a sandy beach and brough ahe 15 hke the Volga: abused, cruell
vway bathers red as lobsters. Upon  abused, and loved. And though her people
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obliviously naked children. Legevy teenage lution that they have heart. They mayv-vet win
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Ags j0Iin on a Soviet crewman’s

hard hat—svmbol of a new
spirit of cooperation. The directo
of Soviet manned submersibles
reports on joint scientific
missions with Americans, including

descents to study fish 6,000

feel down in the Indian Ocean.

By ANATOLY SAGALEVITCH

Photographs by EMORY KRISTO!






SOVIET DEEP
SUBMERSIBLES

Cramped IOgeiner 1In A

LIy metal SRnere three
F.‘.I;I

witside our submersible the

mitles deep in the ocean

F'ANEE O

Lhe sen hoid
attention ltke a vise, and time
goes like a snap of the Angers. |
ian; my crew is North
A broth-

erhood exisis among the world's

am Ripss
Amertcan, MNo maties

nteanographers, especially
among those few of ugs who jour-
ney to the ocenn |||_:||:|

A2 Wl of the Laborat Iy Ol
Manned Submersibles for the
P. P. Shirchos
LMCEANOioEY 1IN

Inetitule of
Muoscow, I direct
the largest fleet of deep-diving
submersitles in the
four vessels. Lar twin 2ub
bles Mir ! and Mir 2 can

descend to 20,000 feel and can
therefore cover 95 percent of the
pcean floor; onlv three other
subs can po as deep

For ten vears [ planned with
Mational Geogranhic’'s Emon
Rristof to match our subs with
leepwater pho
pring
s&l sall together on
thie Soviet research vesse| A&a-
demnk Mabhiviay Keddvrh, witl
Wir I and Hir 2 ;m
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s i I,,llll
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Mir 2's assipnment was to find

using transponder navigation

o i 1 1Iree Imars

hours, Broluminescent plank:
swirled around us like stare. As
[ peered into the darkness, two

B 1
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&t 350 million vears. Twenty
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arhiterd the bait cage hiz long-range study of de
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operations moving pheard
Sametimes the Keldvik's
American and So0viet techni
cians had dithiculties because
two incompatible electric sys-
tems had to be marmed under
the sea for the Mo to handls

Amercan cameras and lehis.

Farty tme needs no transks-

ton. On the swimming-poaol
ek (below), Amerncans and

Soviets alike revel in the tradi-

tional Rouslor-crossins: cerne-
mony. | preside as King
meptune, with bullborn, to
recite poems wrhtten for each

initinte of the ¢ rmossing

Hut sernousissues confront 1

Wrecked in the oceans are five
nuelear submarines —three
soviet and two U, S —siill
e with some of manking’s
mast feared weapons. 1T hese are
corrpding, and radiation leakage
15 anlyv 8 matter of Eimmes. s
[nstitute of Oceanology has
made two proposais: First, there
howld be an international effort
to clean up the nuclear waste
from these accldents; second
areas such as prime fishing

prouncs should be off-limits to

all nuclear submarines

We have, at least. begun to
work together. " Mrr, ™ after all

" in Russinn [
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ERE, IN THIS VALLEY of
sweet acres, the farmlands
push right up to the shoul-
ders of Houte 99 where it
runs from Red Bluff in the
north to the honky-tonk

south of Bakersfield., up and down the flat

land in & straight line almost Below Sacra-
mebto it is two lanes one way and two the
other, andin betweena barrierof oleander rises
in flowering fits of scarlet, pink, and white.

The almond trees stand in rows that seem to
reach to the distant mountains, and later,
when they are in bloom, the color will be like a
glorious benediction upon the land. 1 here are
grapes (are there grapes!) and tomatoes,
orangesand cotton, and roses even —commer-
cially grown roses covering as many as 3,000
acres in one place (and 1 saw not a trace of
black spot in the lot) —counted amoeng the 250
ar s0 agricultural commaodities grown here.

Plentiful water and an unfailing sunny
warmth work magic in the making of food and
fiber in this place in California called the Cen-
tral Valley, Accounting for at least two-thirds
of the state's 17, 5-billion-dollar annual busi-
ness in agriculture —by far the nation's larg-
est — the valley is without equal in all the world
gs un irreplaceable resource for farming.

M course, farming in the Central Valley is
not to be confused with taking aload of vegeta-
bles to market in & pickup truck. Although the
average farm size in the valley is less than 500
arres, there are many operations where the
acres are counted in the thousands, those that
have come to be known asz "factories in the
field," The largest producer of table grapes
in the nation is here, and so 15 the one for
almonds, and for tomatoes for processing.
This is where most of the raisins come from, as
well as almost all the figs and pomegranales
and other such sybaritic delights.

HE CENTRAL VALLEY, consisting of

the Sacramento and the San Joa-

quin Vallevs, starts in the north

around Redding, where walout

orchirds claim much of the farmland. Bakers-

field is at the southern end, and Aanking the

valley are the Sierra Nevada on the east and

the Coast Ranges on the west. More than 400

miles long, the valley is less than 50 miles
acrnss in most places (map, page 57).

Rich as it is in agriculture, this 18-county

cegion is succumbing to the pressures of a

ad

state strugeling to control its excesses. In the
Central Valley a harvest of profound change
has begun, including

« a fast-paced spread of urbanization;

« agricultural activity nearing a peak and
approaching a downturn;

« a new End sharp sensitivity to the environ-
ment, with pesticide usage declining and
organically grown foods on the rise;

o adogged pursuit of reform in the pricing and
distribution of water.

Central Valley farmiand i= being converted
to urhan use ot a rate approaching 20,000 acres
a vear. An influx of people is making cities
out of the towns, out of places like Tracy,
Manteca, and Ripon—even places where,
more aften than not, an aged setter lies in the
road and snaps at bothérsome bees on steamy
afternoons.

Many of those moving to the valley are
workers in the San Francisco Bay area or in the
sprawl of Los Angeles. They drive long dis-
tances for the commute, some leaving as early
s 4:30 in the moming and not returning until
after sunset.

But the reward for that hardship is afford-
able housing, a golden grail in a state where
more than 2,000 people arrive each day to take
up permanent residence.

*The cost of living has increased here, but
compared with the bay area we're still a bar-
gain,” said Janet Carlsen, Mayor of Newman,
g valley town sitting at about the halfway
point between the Sierra Nevada and the
Pacific, “We're getting many new people in
Newman, mostly commuters, Our population
has pushed 4,000, and with completion of the
seven new subdivisions now in the worksoron
the planning beard, we will have doubled the
number of houses here in five years.”

At Tracy aspecific program has been drawn
up to guide the swell of growth and develop-
ment. But it remains to be determined if the
rise in population will strengthen the bonds of
commumnity, the sense of belonging.

“1f you look at the pattern of commuters in
California, you will find that they seldom
build an alliance to the community, " Michael
Locke, Tracy city manager, =aid. "Probably
B0 to 00 percent of our new homebuyers are
commuters to the bay region. They're at their
job site for eight or nine hours a day, and
they're on the road for another three hours.
They don't join the community, because they
don't have time,”

Netional Geographic, February 1001



Almond trees wear a sunset blush undey the foothills of the Sierra Nevada.
L. 5. almonds, grouwn exciustvely in California, are exporied to foreign
markets, chiefly Japan, Germany, and the Soviet Union,
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T'S BETTER, believe it, to take not to the
roads bul to a field here énrly in the
marning. For at that time, in that dew-
washed place, a person can traffic in
some pleasing thoughts, Tt is a time before the
pickere have arrived, before the dust is ratsed,

atimethen to reflect on the certain gocdness of

this threatened valley and to wish that urban-
Lzation could be barred forever

Othervwise, whit's to become of the or-
chards where apricots and pears and nectar
ines grow in such blessed abundance? And the
peaches: But for the Hower of the southern
magnolin, what thing borne by a tree is more
beloved than the peach? Of course it would
be nice if the peaches were allowed to ripen
instend of being picked and sent off (o stores
while still hard and pale and fuzzless

Picking green has to do with perishability,
and efforts are made to get ripe produce to
market before it rots or s badly bruised
Tomatoes have been genetically altered to

Harvest of Chan ire

hlock the pene that makes the fruit go soft, but
it will take vears before the new strain iz avail-
ghle in the marketplace, pending extensive
testing and approvel by the Food and Drug
Admimstration.

Meanwhile, Thomas F, IiMare and other
growers continue to work to develop a tasty,
but unaltered, tomato that can survive the
handling and the trip to market

YOur primary focus, our number one goal,
15 10 find a better and more flavoriul tomiato,
and we're making progress,” said DiMare.
president of the DiMare Company, a large-
vislume grower of fresh market tomatoes in the
Central Valley. “It's just that the progress we
are making is notl fast enough to satisfy the
expectations of the consumer

“If T were to give vou 2 box of tlomatoes
iromourfacihity, vou'd say, ‘Hev. these aren't
bad." They're not as good as the ones you get
out of vour own backyard, but they're not bad

HThen you go to the supermarket and buy

._ll
L



[0SE SEME LOMmAlo Wi i T8N davs ITon
now, and they're not the same. They ve been
mishandled

‘Thetomate is a tropical fruit, and it should
10l De reingeraled. Sore 1L al a temperalur
below 55 deorees and it loses all flavor. That's

one of the fundamental problems we face

¢ the IDiMare fam
Pecldler License
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started selling produce trom a pushcart b} 0 {28 &
then the company has become a multimillion

lollar sericultural mant, growing citrus, ta

grapes, and various vegetables, with opera
tions in five state

It i5 in the Central Valley, thoug!

1
amily operation |5 facing most fully the chal-
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Concerns about the use of pesticides hang
over the valley like an #lectrical storm, and

orowers are taking heed: For the first Gime
I masderT mmercial agriculture i this

country, there is a meaningful swing toward

COrEAni '.'.!"'!'i".' il the door seems 1o II:'
closing—somewhat —on the practice by thi

federal governmaent of supnlyving water forirr
irhly subsidized cost
Chit federal Bureau of Reclamation admin

isters the gigantic Central Valley Project

|'|r|-||-'| SR CNE At arrgs ol I L I |
are made marvelously productinve by means ol
priEalbon. Lonstruction Degan m 44%a anil
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witters from rivers that tlow in northern

Cainfornig became .'I'[-"l'r'l'l"'l in some 20

reservolrs with a total capacity of 12 mitlion

by the massive Shasta Dam that vises an the that accounts for the h -_'.=!!_-. controversiil
sacramento Rivi uhsidy. 1t 12 because of the nvailability of thi

Todav the walers course south to the farm eap wiler that cotton(a | 1rplus commaodity)
lands of the valley through 500 miles of agu n be grown in the Central Vallev, with water
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largely borme by U, 5, taxpavers: The law water for agricalture in the Central Valley

requires, however, that the federal povern I'here 15 & smaller subsidy for wrngabon
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iise of theze subsidies  Ripe and ready for sorting, tomatoes

xplosion of agncultus move aiong conveyors it a Modesto
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with it have ¢ I CATTRETY. MATor processing center
g T .
Modesto handles tomatoes groTn
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Legislation to reform federal water policies
in the Central Vall JET
Conpress, The Hous
' ] clitterine hills
ind & final resolution is still [ ling, Une Lill
wollld have tightened loopholes in regculations
limiting indivicdoal
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Some large-scale growers have met the current

by breaking up their spreads
into 360-acre hlocks and shifting ownership to
famitly mémbers

requiréments

Meanwhile, for growers, thesystem remains
one of embracing benevolence. It has added

The Central Valley's agriciltural ncre-
age is watered by two main sources: the
state-managed California Agueduct
faboove) and the federal Central Valley
Project, including the Frianl Kern Canal
{(map, r'r'l-gllhﬂ-. I'he latter supplies sutrss-
dized water for irvigation—adding to u
sational debate over water policies.

5

a new dimension to efficiency 1n farming
Chrdinanly, there (s a fervent wish in the vallev
that it not rain in the summer, forthat tends to
interfere with the proprammed release of trri-

gation waters
But the drooght m Calitornin has jasted
mare |

empty skies are being watched

LILTI I'ﬂ'.lr_'.'l':lr;-. anid the

with growing ;L||p:|'h:'t|.-u'~h.

F THE CITIES and
towns in the Cen-
tral Valley, none
I5 more charged

with the spirit of change than

Fresno, It sits as close 1o the

geographical center of Cali-

fornia asany city of size, and it

s a place of old Armenians
and voung Southeast Asians,
and all those AREs anc naton-
alities in between who came
across the mountains, touched
by vislons of a golden land.
Detractors hike to point oul
ial in 2 national poll taken
seven vears ago to determine
thie most desirable place in the
country to live, Fresno placed
dead last. And indeed there
have been times when the city
eopmed aswir] with the ambi-
ence of a bus station

But now, preliminary re

sults of the 1990 census show
Fresno to be the lasiest grow
ing big city in the nation,
having a population increase
of 6]

.IEI.:-III.rlll'II‘.I.IIIII| ill-tl'

percent since 1980
swepl in,
plong with a multitode of ser-
vice iIndustries.
“It 15 going panghbusters
(reorge Kerber, tha
cityv's recently retired darecton
of development, said to me as
and women outsich
sought approval of blueprints for develop

NEereg I

ECOres Of men is OlTice

menl. The value of copstruction for the vea:
seemed certain to surpass that of 400 million
dollars for 1984

“Sixty percent of the new construction 15
residential,” Kerber saicd, “As we move mnto
apricultural land, we are encountering serious
nroblems with groundwater contamination

Natlionnl Geographic, February 1091



Croplands
under strain

NCE an inlind sea, the Central
Valley —as the Sacramento

and San Joaguin Viallevs
wgether are known —gradunlly filled
with sediment that created fertile soil.
Itsrrigation has made California
the leading agricultural stale. Yel the
basin, flanked by mountain mnges,
now traps air pollution from urban
centers. Large areas of farmland are

t‘ﬁ lﬁ dmg;ﬂr of becoming unproduc-

b L g ¢ tive because of salt buildup in

' ﬁ.?_. the soil. Consumér concern
\ v about pesticides has led

s farmers to reduce
th:nr use and risk
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OUEAN

I"I “I " ""

iy po ‘J«.\ IIII“_" ;




Harvested and loaded, cotton awwails
a trip to the gin, About 3,000 Central
Valley groivers produce the high-
talue crop, which is reasonably
tolerant of salinity in the soil

To dispose of salty irrigation
dramage water, some farmers use
Jn_:mr'r.-_;;- ponds. Evaporation leaves
salt deposits (bottom) that would
otheripise ruin the soil.

Mow, before adeveloper can buitld on this agn-
cultural land, he must pr'epiare an enyviron-
statement
intends to correct any water-conlamination
problem. It can be very expensive.

To bring the water stan
dards, the treatment meost often used 15 car
bon filtration. The city—whosg population
now exceeds 350,(-
municipal water from wells, of which perhaps

' i i . T "
mental impact and tell how he

L A I'||§-I--'.:1'

0 —cinntinues to draw it=

0 percent have been |-1-.J|a__-L|_'|‘| aver the vears

LD I|:'||_' |_||_‘-IE-. iles wsedl th o '.I.|[|I.I".'-.

HE MOST PRODUCTIVE FIELDS of the

Central Valley are those around

Fresno; indeed the county of Fresno

ranks first m California, and there-

fore the world, for bountifizl agriculture. That

-||I_|;|] not |_'|._=_'-.'|_" cComae ~I|_|-|-I_II withoul & steady

stream of workers from the south, up rom
Mexico to labor in the heids

It 1= possibie to hit the breakinst bar at a
Denny's restaurant in Fresno and not hear a
word of English; proof, if need be, that the
Central Vallev and all of Califurnia could one
day be predominately Spanish-speaking, per
haps even by the end of this century.

The tinkling dialects of Southeast Asia ar
often heard as well. There are 30,000 Hmong
alone, refugees from the mountains of Laos
living in and around Fresno. They started Lo
arrive in 1980, lured by word of mouth from
relatives and friends. In just one vear, 1982,
sormne 8,000 made their way to the county. 1 is
largest Hmong commumty outside
southeast Asin

Elsewhere in the Central Yalley
thousands of others from thit war-scarred

now the
fEns ol

area of the world are seeking to make a new
b fi 11 Mercied, hetween Sacramento and
Bakersfield, 1 spoke to Houa Vang, a local
“We came here because of the

land, hecatse most of our people are inrmers,

Hmong leader

)
L i}

ast thelr hopes
[and or

ecpuipment here, So, il they can find & vacant

he told me. “But many have

they cannot afford to buy

beCaLsE
lot even, they will grow something there ™

In Merced I came across a family of Hmong
scratching in the soil aof & plot behind o church
The father, a man of no more than 30 vears,
spoke no English, but with gestures he told me
what he hoped to harvest. His motions were
tratling ones, and then he touched the tips ol
s fingers to hislips. Clearly he had put straw
berrv plants in the ground.

As rich as the Central Valley 15 in agricul

tiiral production, most of the counties in it face

financial crisis, Merced County is especially

1I|'ldl lr I-Illl;ll:lll I:j'-l' I-'i:i-lﬂl.;:lll--l l-. Ilrl.I IIIJ-Ill r."'"|' .r'-' L. |I
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hard-pressed to provide services. Some 11,000
southeast Asians live there, of whom 80 per
cent depend om public assistance

“We constantly run two to three times the
unemployment rate of the state or the nation, ™
Johin B. Cullen said. “Additionally, out of
California’s 538 counties all bul
wer median mcomes than Merced.
5 director of the Merced (County
Human Services Agency, and the burden falls
(Ll h.]:'ll L5 r'II'It'i'I'I a5 :_lr_-:n'l"ll'll" o come |_|_-r| 'ﬂ.'l'!l]
18 million dollars each vear to meet the cost
of welfare pavments to the Southeast Asian
immigrants in the county, Even with match-
ing outside funds available, the county must
Ccut programs such as ibraries, parks, and pro
bation services

LThe way out, Cullen has concluded, is to
refugees toward self-sufficiency
through education and training. Even then
Merced is not prepared to lend itself as a hase
upan which to build the American dream_ [tis
noped here that once the Hmong are prepared

‘_-I-l._lll II:I'.I'.II

hag
Cullen

elpger r|lr

with skills, they will move on to other states,
passibly Wisconsin, or Georgia, where there
are established Hmong communities

E were in Merced, Hmong have man-
aged to put together a parcel of four acres, and
a-hundred families work it. It is a community
eiiore,
transgressions. The clan svstem among the
Hmong in Merced is highly developed, and
unhike some Vietnamese
where in the valley, there 1s little crime or pang
wirliare among these refugees,

SE W

and so there are no lines drawn, no

settlements  else

BIANS are not new to the vallev, of
In the early 1880s perhaps
nall of the lnbdrers in California
griculture were Chinese. They
were drawn from the goldfields and from track
work on the ratlroad. Without that supply of
cheap manpower, the development of fruit
and other specialized farming in the valley
would have proceeded much more slowl

The history of the Chinese in the Central

LULLT S

A mugrant worker goes full speed to fill his sack with 80 pounds of fruil,
At workday's end many migrants bunk in dormitories provided by

the growers. Farm laborers, 80 percent of whom are Hispanic, follow
harvests throughout the region.

Harvest of Change



1'.'.||'|_'. arid other California valléevs 18 marked involved. It was not a umon action: Kather
w intolerance and ugliness the pickers hnd walked oul on their own. Later

In the late 1800s. when Congress passed they would regroup on the edge of the Dields,
bills suspending Chinese immigration and exhorting their replacements (o pul down thei
lowing for the deportation of Chinese who  buckets. They were playeérs in a vast vista af
were in the United States illegally, raral whites  open space in north stockton, and for some i
ned thase (rom San i Ir|I -Ill'l |I|I".".|'. WIS '-.'.!Il'!l'|::l':.I:-..'I .'.I.lj '-'..| |-'|||'|;Li||-. l.!--:.

matter into their own hands. There was wide- “1 grew up right there m those fields, " José

pread riotmng apainst the Chinese, leading to Andracde, one of thi Al o me Justk

their flight from the felds before biting into a pear and ripping off a plece

The Chinese were replaced by Japanese the size of an egg. "1 ve spent all my life pick-
who were recruited to work in the sugar beet ing tomatoes, and I guess that's what 1 will
felds and went on (o make important contrn alwavs do." He said he was 28 years old
butions in farming and land management, By
the énd of the second decacle of the 20th cen
Ly Lhisv Loo were maostly gone from the fields

nocame workers from the Philippines . 5

i

nd India, and, of course, Mexico. T ""
= "-:—-

—

WENT WITH LUIS MAGARA to a place
near Stockton where men and women
were standing along the roadside,
sereamineg obscenities at others who

stoaped in the belds |_|' Line tomatoes, [ was

y sirike, and scabs had been broueht in 1 hey
were all, on both =sides, Hispanics. At issue
wWasad i kil — a8 hve-cent ralse or e |: §1EE ;-.L'f
of tomatoes poked

‘Asvou can see,”” Magafia said, raising his
vaice ahove the anegry words being hurled
through bullhorns, “the Gandhi philosophy
doesn 't Work nere

An activist Tocusing o migrant |li'|"|:'|' MS;
he first came to the Central Valley trom Mex-

oo with his parents in 1970, They returned
each vear to work in the Gelds and eventually
elected tostay in the valley

_1'|.]:|' A ;-'.-ll: i ghoul those vears n we
watched the strike-defving pickers bendime
|'r..||| FHeE Winlgt and moving adong [Ne rows 1
the shade ol %1Il|r-|lr'lﬁ hats. ] nu-u.xrw| like
that as a child, ™ he sigdd, “and | hate to thaink of
m -Iaﬁ-lrvi'lea;l.gI---:- It ti went off then

i - P3P, SR LSS
o Lalk with a8 group of strikers, to offer them

moral su '-Il---'

Later Magafia told me, "1 have some differ-
ences with the union, but 1 am not against i
[t's just that I think it 1s & mistake for them to
be concentratine more on bovcolts than on
organizing.” He was speaking, of course, ol
the United Farm Workers and the long struge-
gle of thnt group under Cesar Chavez to orga-
mze gercultural workers

T'I !||||-.-:. tomato |i'.' 1S e were Three Corrl

anies and more than a thousanod sirikers

CFj l'lll'.'ll:'-:'u':'u P ||;..I.'|I'_-;._ |F Bt i1 73 T






ke ereatest danger lies oulside for Mirian Robles, just home from a bone

marrote transplant that left her immune system defenseless. Her mother and
|
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four other mothers of cancer-afflicted children in Earlimart picked pesticide-

treated grapes while pregnant, Cofncidence? Cause? The verdict is not in.

Hurvest of Chonee




Beyond Zouwa Yang's door is an alien
world. She and her family have jusi
come to the Central Valley from Laos,
Other Hmong began arriving in the
early 1950s in search of farming
opportinities bul found fetw. Some
rént land to grow crops such as siraw-
berries, here under plastic mulch (bof-
tovnt, left). Families Iike Sta Yang's,
twhose children are inoculated during
a meiasles outhreak, rely on public
health services for medical care.

Andrade started in the fields when he was
seven. It was not uncommon at that time for
voung children —even infants—to be left un:
attended while their parents worked nearby

“There were lots of deaths then amonig chil-
dren,” Margie MceLean said. As associate
director of the Stanislaus County Department
aof Education she has heard the horror stones
many Limes

“1 recall the woman who told me she left her
kidls in the car while she worked in the fields,
Margie said. “She looked up to see the ca:
filled wit
fire with the clgarette lighter. 1 he molLher ran
through the beld to get there tin teme.”

F:;L[':u'i 5 "'-;-l,IE-':’II_"_" 15 & teRcher ot & county-run

y emoke. The children hoad started o

center where schooling s provided for chil
dren of agricultural workers. Her own parents
wWel'e migrant workers, and she trigs 1o steer
voungsiers toward a different life

She tells them of the wonders of education
of & world where a porson can make his or her
way in the sun without having to fry inits heal
“Tworked one summer with my grandmother
d me. “After that 1 said, "No
more.' | hope these children will not have evel

picking,” she to

one summer in the fields
The strike action continued. and in the end
the pickers gained only a raise from 45 to 47"

cents for each 25-pound bucket of tomatoes
Maost of them went back to picking, fnsking
the tomato plants like a dip working a crowd
s{ill shooting for 125 buckets before the day
ends, when they walk away, thinking aboul

next month and the grapos

FCOURSE, the grapes. Theoy are
growing everywhere., Among ths
aix varieties of raisin grapes culti-
viited in California, the grape ol

cholce among vallev growers is the 'Thompson

r'lll







seedless, a fruit of impeccable character and
credentials, introduced in the early 1870s by
William Thompson, who had come to the Cen
tral Valley from Scotland. 1t i= a fwm, crisp
grape ol a green lke a pale emerald, snd i
responds to a bite with a small explosion of
snappIng sweelness

In Fresno County, where some 7,000 furm-
ers 2ot the standard worldwide for agricultiiral
nrocduction, grapes are the leading crop,
accounting for 16849,
More than half of that was for raisin grapes

Harvest begins in late August. Picked by
hand, the bunches are laid oul on paper trays
between the rows of vines, there to dry in the

465 milhon dollars in
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sun for several weeks, Hy then, il 1t hasn't
rained, the raisin will have evolved, the eve in
=enrch of a pingerbread man

Richard Geringer grows grapes for raisins
on the 240 acres he farms on the outskirts of
Fresno. At the time when the grapes are drying
on the ground, & rumble in the sky, a flash of
lightning, can cays:s his heart to race, since
riin can ruin the drying process, He t=a robust
man who seldom has much ttme for hmself
during the growing months, There are mites
and leafhopper pests to worry about, machin-
ery to be repaired, and paperwork to e done

He is beset with regulations enacted in the

SPITIL of environmental awareness, and i




iroubles him that his kinship with the land
called into guestion by Hollvwood
stars and others who can command
widle attention,

“It bothers me a great deal when people like
Meryl Streep talk about pesticides when they
don't know the facts,’

The actress has been outspoken on the use of

s being
FEL0HY B

he said

chemicals in agriculture, which has cast her as

g paridh among many of the farmers in the
Central Vallew, But they are aware of the
growing strength and influence of environ-
mentalists across the country,
enough to start the engnes of change,

“We can understand the concern that the

r"""' |

'_ !E :. '

and that is

do want to cut down
S Geringer said. “And we have
started Lo oo that, FParmers are going Lo get

consumer has, gand we
on pesticioes,

away from chemicals, but it will take time.'
Indesid, programs of integrated pest man-

agement have been initiated from one end of
the valley to the other, Inthese the amountsof
chemicals are decreased while other
chemical controls are stepped up

FILaTg-

Ol pumps first sprowted around
Bakersfield a lnmdred years ago. Today
“grasshoppers” help Kerm County
prodiice about 65 percent of the

state’s crude.




released Lo eat other, bad
anting prune tregs o
harbor tiny wasps that feed on leathoppers, a

Ladvbugs are
bugs, Somie growersare p

pest that vexes the growers of grapes like
na other

But perhaps the most meaningful solutions
lie in the outcome of research being conducted
throughout the University of California <ys-
tem. Indeed the university is responsible to
a large degree for the greal agricultural
advancements achieved in the state

Scientists at the College of Agricultural and
Environmental Science at Davis are working
to develop crops resistant to disease and

LD Insects

Hundreds of research projects are also in
prograss at the Kearney Agniculturatl Center

sauth of Fresno,

':II_'TT:-l-II:'-:l,riI.'lll':L:

town of Parlier,
Researchers there are
srips of vetch rll_.'!||_'|'_li'|'!_ betweitn rows of | g HE
will repel nematodes, microscopic worms that
cause massive damage 1o plants
therr roots

Scientists &t the center have also explored
some pesticidal properties in the marigold,
that doven of the summer garden.

“Evervone talked about the roots of the
marigold being responsible, but as & matter ol
fact, it's the tops too,” Mike McKenry Lol
me. A nematologist at the Kearney Center, he

i the
o
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has found that f marigolds are ground up and
soaked m water for

tguhd

Iripped

bwioy dava. the

|.'Il' WwWHieEr 1s

g

nematoo

LW to the roots of DIANLE., Wihene 1t :-l.:-||:5
LEii [HEsLs
“We had hig

that the liguid also poisons the

; '||'| I|'llll H:-r.“.'

far this treatment. bl

nlants,

HEY WOHULD LIKELY ERDW about
Lhe chiallenges of farming in the val
lev town called Yettem, meanine
‘Eden" in Armenian, for it is a
place where grapes are grown in great abun
ance. Armenians started to settle there i

Harvest of Change

Like the shitfake of the Old Winery
Mushroom Company, specialfy
industries spring up every day in the
Central Valley, Sold as a gowrmed

food for as nrich as $20 o pound

sitnttake weere used i Chinag more
thin 2,000 yenrs ago to treal fieart

Thedir ability to enhance the

d 152 sE

i system is now being studied
as i therapy for AIDS,

Bolb Fowwler found his solution to
the plight of the small farmer in
astrich breeding. He and his wife,
Peegiy, started tn the industry Hhree
years ago. 1hewr ten-acre ranch is
note profitable, totth three-month-
old pairs selling for 85,000 and up.

A childhood interest tn roses led
Ralph Moore to pioneer the breeding
of mintature varieties in California.
Al 54 he has developed more than 300
types, including Tiny Flame (above).



1901, attracted by the climate and a backdrop
of mountains like their native Caucasus.

Mow there are fewer than 200 families
remaining in Yettem, and the men who once
gathered in the coffeehouse to play back-
gammon and siurp the liquid from the sludge
in small cups have been replaced by teenagers
in shorts and tank tops who hang out at the
general store.

Not far from Yeltem is the town of Dinuba,
and there Paul Buxman has made a clean
break with chemical dependence on his farm.

"1 prefer to call myself a natural farmer,
because the term organic has an unfavorable
buzz to it," Buxman said as we walked
between rows of peach trees. “Actually [ use
all kinds of pesticides, but it's all environmen-
tally safe material, That word, *pesticide,’ is
misused today.”

Buxman'sinnd abuts that of R neighbor who
ases chemical pesticides and fertilizers: We
walked between the two farms, -and it was
like & stroll down a boulevard of discovery.
The neighbor's fields seemed sterile, sound-
less. In contrast, the crickets and frogs were
in concert on Buxman's side, and bugs and
bees and things with lacy wings were In fhight
in the orchards. There were weeds on his
ground, but the soil was dark and sharp, with
agood smell,

With Buxman, as with most farmers in the
organic movement in the Central Valley, there
14 deep concern over the appearance of the pro-
duce grown without the use of chemicals,
Fruit, especially, ismore likely to be spotted or
to have a worm in residence.

Paul Buxman's reasons for turning to & nat-
ural method of farming were more than
economic. * Before chemical tools were avail-
able," he said, “farming was natural, and
it was fun, I wanted to get back to that, to
good farming.”

Also, his two-vear-old son developed leuke-
miain 1983 (he has since fully recovered). Bux-
man believes that DBCP, a chemical used to
kill nematodes, may have been responsible. In
1877 its use was banned in California.

“We found it at a high level in the well
water, " he said. " The person who came out to
take a sample told us not to drink the water or
bathe in it. We had been mixing the formulas
for our babies with this water " The well is
now equipped with a filtration system.

There are towns in the Central Valley where
high incidences of cancer in children are

i

referred to as “cancer clusters."” Charges have
been made that pesticides are responsible. The
state says there it no conclusive evidence to
support that.

Connle Rosales, however, will not be dis-
spaded. In 1983 her son, who was 14 at the
time, was diagnosed as having cancer. She
says that the water there, in the town of
McFarland, may have been contaminated
with pesticides and nitrates used as fertilizer.

Between 1978 and 1988 more than a dozen
childrén in McFarland were stricken with can-
cer, and five of them lived in the same neigh-
borhood. In pearby Earlimart there was a
similar cluster of children whose illness was
dingnosed as cancer.

Connie Rosalez and others began (o agitate
for action, and they would not rest until the
state agreed to investigate. I sat with her when
the findings were revealed at 2 public meeting
m McFarland. " On the whole, " the state con-
cluded, *the childhood cancer rate in this area
is not unusual compared with rates elsewhere
in the United States.”

She stared down at the table where she sat,
and then Connie Rogales said she would con-
tinue to fight, to have it determined once and
for all whether chemicals used In the felds
were killing the children. Her disappointment
in the findings was softened by the news that
had come to her earlier in the day: The treat-
ment was successful, and her son was declared
free of his cancer.

ARLIMART AND McFARLAND are just
north of Bakersfield, down where
the Central Valley plays out on the
front stoop of the Tehachapi Moun-

tains. It has come now to this, from the broad,
lealy avenues of Sacramento to Bakersheld
with its battered image— Bakersfield with
Buck Owens and Merle Haggard and Dwight
Yoakam singing of their pleasure with the city;
oil-rich Bakersfield, where they came, chased
by the dust, by the tens of thousands from
(Mklahoma and Texas in the 1930s.

The production of oil in Kern County,
where Bakerzfield is located, totaled 235 8
million barrels in 1989, 65 percent of the Cali-
fornia total. Oil and agriculture are the biggest
money-makers for the county.

The oil is generally of & low grade. Much of
it i used for road asphalt or blended with
higher-grade crude and refined for gasoline.
Whatever the quality, the oil accounts for the

Nutional Geographic, February 1081



Watchiful eyes check dairy heifers for injuries and lost tags. Milk and
crettm lead the tway i farm revenue for the Central Valley, and Cali-
fornia may become the mumber one dairy state by 1995,

[orest of pumping units around Bakersfield

It 15 a difficult task for thoss who beat the
city to boost 1t a5 An emerging
Hakersfield 15 not lkely

ta De that, nol any Lme soon

drums (or the
:||:|.__'5||'- (O LOUNism
It does deserve
better, however, than the unflattering IMaE
it has received

Hakersfield has none of th
most California towns with a pione¢ring past
Here the skies are on iire with the neon of

Il.'| Ll naHIns ol

motels, and |
ountry blues
DYV TASS FoEl

With a

more than 320

ere are Bible stucly, IE.'l_'-:'.-I.': I

and semis rombling on the

metropolitan area population of
0,000 now, it 5 a robust city
where a décenl three-bedroom house can still
And the waorld's
iargesi we-cream plant is i Bakersfield, and
the company that sells the most rose bushes in

the |

Il"" P

be had for about 100 000

niterd States grows its ["..L!'!H Mg 11'I:-:.
LIne

and roses grace noles

10 ARy City

Harvest of Changd

HEEREVER ONE GOES In this val-
ley, there iz someone to say that
agriculture has peaked and is o
And many express
| 'hey point out that in
the western San Joagquin Valley more than a

|-|||' .E.-_'. _:ll'.i'
nleasure at the trend

hundred vears of irrigation have so satirated
the ground that then
problem; salt buildup is also of major concern

But théevy know
bring soaring living costs and greater air pollu
now (eniral

phough to have started affe CNg CTop yi li1s.

I & SETIOUNS Orginsaee
tod thatl urbani=aton will

tHon —8ver Vallev mir iz bad

| he hope, then, is for acompromise, a mian-

fite ol the state that the best of the arricultural

ke hope too iz {o1

reaional cooperation o dealing with the val

land remain i that uze

ey s mounting problems, rathér than the often
conflicting actions of ities And counties

v, that there
be no painful wrenching apart of this grandest

of all unione hetween a farmer and the smil D

But the hope of hopes is, simp
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IN MEMORIAM

Thomas W M Knew
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WO OF THE CHIEF ARCHITECTS of

the National 1:':--1.:__r_r.15-|||c

growth th

pone. The

ship have sustained a heavy loss in the rocent
farmer Chairmen of the Hoard of
Melvin M. Payne and Thomas W
he twin tolling of the
Mel Payne wns 79;

SOCTELY =

exastence are
ata) Ir'- and its member
deaths of
Trustess
McEKnew
lnst yvear rang out an era
Tom McEKnew, 34
Fate and fortune
of Ui, Payne and Dr. Mclknew
Lhstrict of Columbia puhbli
Both came to the
in 1932. Mutual
respect and frittlri-'hun hlos-
somnéd in the Hlack Hills of
south Dakota, w Mel
Payne (left, at right) served

helis late

COTEETS

nded

mtertwined the
Both atte

CT -I|l|l]'-

rOCEELY

10 TE

gs asErstant to project officer
Tom MeKnew n unch
ing of Explover [, the NGS

V.5 Armmy Air Corps

stratosphere  balloon  that

carred two men to the then

record albitudeof 13,71 miles Al

(72,395 feet)in 1935 AAYNE. AT r-I '-;: i
strving the Geographi AR SAMCLE- P

for a combined total of 116 suwext serintier

vears, Mel and Tom both

rose (0 become Secretary of the Socicty. Mel
lom as Executive Vice Presicdent
and later became President. They were two of

amly the Society

succeeded
five red ijlil'r'l‘.-. ot £ coveled
CGrosvenor Medal

When I walked into a Society trustees meet-
ing recently, I realized painfully that it was the
[irst time e over 40 yvears that neither Tom

Mchnew nor Mel Pavne was present: The
changing of the guard had indeed become a

sl |L.4.||f._'.

Both left a '.1_'i-:'
A lawyer, Mel dis '||.|.-| 1] 8 Fenial,
nanner that somewhat belied the

v of le :.1J|"~1||' | riained as

CASVZOINg
ror wnd
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précision of his mind. He wasz bhold vel thor
In a disagreement, if he
proved right, anv hint of WAL
foreign to his nature

Nel wvastly
impact of the Societv's Committes
Research and Exploration. Asits chalrman for
Tom McKnew was an influential
committee member also— Mel directed more
than 30 milhon dollars to some 2,500 erantees
a mighty [orce 1o worldwide scientific invest
gation, Adding to that, Mal steered the Geo
graphic 1o award-winning
aAnk in network telesvision

Tom McEKnew seemed
nlwovs to do the right thing
at th it time. An unflap-
patle man of preat discretion
wisdom

ough n decision
[ told you so
the

Increased Internationn

10T

14 YeRrs

el

and worldly he
seited fast mendships
distinguished Americans in

:i]- I[I; wion the Arr
Force's Exceptional Service
Award and twice won the
Navy's Distinguished Publi
Award., Tom died

many Hi

SEFVICE

g | L” WTED AN just weeks before the dedica
..|;:-I'I:=|?-': F§ I.I_I_i I I. - .I 1lh|l'|'!.”:-|;l':
YEEPH O, FLETCHER ton Cathedral, where as &

bov i 1907 he watched the
cornerstone being lnid and 15 vears later
became superintendent of construction. This
talent greatly benefited the Societv: Tom

i'-f“l X peErise Into eXxpansion
of our original headguarters and the erection
ol striking new buildings

A58 time nnd events
Creographic’s lrur'ii'-i-'.-n: and goals, the mirror
arten and inspire us with its
reflections of these true and worthy friends,
Melvin M P VT amnid Thomas W Wl ke

Kot Aopocerr

test our custody of the

Ol memory .'|.'
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His name is Muradir. He is mischievous, with an impish
smiile. We counted him among our closest friends. If one
of us was resting, Muradit would steal up ¢lose, rub her
arm, and say, "I would love to marry vou"—his two
wives and eight children notwithstanding.

Likewise expressive, Muradit's face (left) and spidery
frame often are painted to emphasize beauty, prowess,
orto say, " am Surma.” Many of his peaple adormn
their bodies and maintain other striking traditions, as

The Eloquent

of Ethiopia

we learned while living for portions of the past five vears
with the Surma of mountainous southwestern Ethiopia.
Little known even to anthropologists, the seminomadic
Surma of this region are part of a larger Surma language
group. Their tranquil life-seyle of rasing cattle and crops
i5 often disrupted by war with neighboring peoples, par-
ticularly their archenemies, the Bumi. As impaortant to
Muradit as his body artistry is a permanent adarnment,

a scar on his arm caused by a Bumi bullet. It reminds him
that, in return, he killed one enemy and wounded another.
fn contrast, hostilities within Surma society are chan-

neled into an annual ritual —the donga, a wild stick-
fighting duel that réleases emotional tensions. The Surma
cannol imagine life without i, nor without a tradition that
mieasures their women's beaury and worth, the wearing

af lip plates (following pages).

Text and photographs by
CAROL BECKWITH and ANGELA FISHER
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hile charting together, women may remove their lip plates, but ustally
not i the presence af men. The Surma are nearly alone in keeping the

P Rl o ] ... 3.5 F ] ' el L L] i [ i I A oy 5 i T 1
practice, domne by piercing the lower lip and gradually siretching it Oy







Isolated by 7,000-foot moun-

tmns and desolate lowlands
along ['I|':i|'rpi.1'=- horder with
Sudnan, about 30,100 Surma
coexist uneasily with a host of
pastorniisis and subsistence
farmers west of the Omo River
Irtertribal skirmishes Oare con-
rinuetldly, with the Surma—
whose guns are mostly relics
caught between beties armed
Bumii enemies to the south and
Dz foes to the north. A gov-
ernment agent occasionally vis-
its to mediate such dispules

L

iflneers clear more and more lond for corn, mualiet, aned Sor-
ghiirn in Kormu Valley near our camp. Cultivanon oniy sup-

plesments the Surma’s main diet of milk and blood from their

JIFECTCLS e H.'.lr Y I'IH'I'.'II" were lost about seven _'|'I";u 3 !.:_rl"| fcr

the Bumi, who drove the Surma from their homeland south of here

Nalronal Geographic, February 1981
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il e grtist's

towch Kolahols,

(leCarales | II!.'J i, d re-
nowned stick fighter (facing

pagel. To create these an

farrteicd ik & prainter,

formy, the skin ix coverad
wirh g chalk-and-waler miix-

trire, sometimey Fighlighted

byt ocher, Finpertips partially
} ) i

remove (e I|"|'J'|'."|'.r [ COFINTasT

i patterns. fne :'J'L'.ﬁ'.!_.;-'r'r

Impress womnten or inlirdole
OppORents To gitroct men,
wenten pamd ondv therr facey
arel bregsis: this VvoRRE Wi
an s -earplugs are part of her

everyiday adornrmer

Vational Geographic, February 198]
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1x renowned for i gingeine

and dancing ay well ax his
patriine, When we osied him
fiow the Surma felt about
themselves, he responded,

M £ are DErer than g g
DECdILse we eroy fresdaom in
the forest, we don't Rav

T LY,
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we care drinke pinlk freely
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vealth 1o our parenis,
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apponents. hus manhood s proved, guarrels over worsien are setifed, and villaee

fionor 18 defended. Waile official contextanis wear padding and guards, nothing

- i | TR - . i E I. | - — |
I|r-I reErls Hrese r-'_':.l 'Il'.rl FY. W FISA PRy 1n i '.||"-' TR O LS Ir"lI |"!I|'-'|'|'||'!||'l"'|' y FERELT




Mloady scalp, the
price paid by a

WITTIT-LL COmtes-
tart, 1y seldom seen among
main challengers, whose
heads, necks, ribs, and arms
are wrapped with cotion cloth
(facing page). Nevertheless,
plenty of bare skin remains (o
recen'e blows (abhove), Most
Doty fast omly minules, with

Dt ong rade: A fighter nay

4

nat kil his opponent. If that
acclirs, the offender and his
family are barnished, their
nroperty 18 confiscated, and a
dariphter may be given (o the
victim's family.

Fhe towrmament WiRner is
horne on a platform of fight
Y FECKY L0 @ group of voung
wamen, who decide which of
them will affer herseif in

muarriage o the champion,

National Gregropiic, February 1991
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opping together in a
long, snaking line,

Swrma children sing a
paean (o pature, “Our mather,
our fruir. " Such games are wr-
ally played [ate in the day when
the voungsters' chores in the
flelds and catile compounds are

finished, Once work is done,

Surrna parenty allow et
children a greal deal of freedom
Many games and dances begin
after dark and continue uniil the
wire fotirs of the morming. Figy
for bovs alvo tneludes minigiure
viick fightime ax they emuulole
their herogs,

For girls, innocence disap-
pears af puberty when they st
e W |'::|r'1'r:|g art apron of iron
heads weighing about ten
pounds (right) o discourage

National Geographic, February 1991



vex. T hey must bear the burden
i |.'.r|:."c.rr.'..rrlr1|.-..|'_5,' .'JHH]' marridege, n
ract, an eiaborate apron helps
attract & husband. If a girl
becomes pregnant oul of wed-
fock, she suffers the humiliation
af being forbidden to wear a lip

plte, even thowgh her lover will

be forced ra marry her and give

caftle fo her parents.













(Florious remnant of the British Empire, Hong
Kong ignited with color when its 5.8 million
inhabitants, mostly Chinese, celebrated Lunar
New Year in _Jonuary 1890, During this time of
feasts and bonuses Hong Kongers say to each
aother, “May yvou be blessed with prosperity.™
And go they have, earning incomes approach-

ing those in Britain.
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\GRONG  Countdow

Bv ROSS TERRILI I LOOK AT HONG KONG, vou would

' never know that anvone is worried
j’|Ellh*l_’Tl||fl|.“~. v JOD] CORBRRB ibout its future. Its blue harbor bugzes
MATIONAL GUOORAIHIC PHOTGONAIHES with boats, 1ts white skvscrapers shoot

into the green hills bevond, and its workers
wrestle with pneumatic drills, demaolizh

ing the old to make way
tor the new

Dwespite the uncertain
tres of 1997 —the veal
thits British crown col
any becomes part of the
E'r-||| le's Hi 'E-::||i|| 0l
Ching— Hong Kong
ra0ms ahead asaf it
intends Lo maneuver s
way past any obstacle {al
sefs belore It

Hong Kong has an
nonced ambitious plans
fOr & New AIrPors And A
fivelold expansion of its
contriner-shipping port

Ii“.' world's 5% ||._II| Ill.-"':

est—at a total cost ot 127

Hion Hong Rong dollars (16 billion U, 5.

The customized perks i S e ey
ol fortune attest to the construction, luxury apartments are being

budlt and sald for handsome sume. and a

power of free enterprise third university rises—at a cost of two

billion dollars —in the hills of the New

in Britain’s [ast Asian Territorie:
lerritory. Six years e LEA U T

rom reunification witk oy o Conproeerd

communist China, llong that!" Bruce reasoned:  Hong Kong

would never exist if anvbody had asked

Kongers are learning bt i questiviis — tight B 184
e . What if there’s a revolution in China?
b 1 i
I“ [I."I “ [I |] d II "'ll I} g What if there's a customs blockade? What
\f the dynasty fails? What if the Japanese
pssantt? What of the Americans try to

mive the place to Chiang Kai-shek? You
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Fearing the worst from reunification, students
protest the Tienanmen Square massacre by
playing dead on a Chinese flag. Though Chinag
has pledged to retain the structure of Britoin's
capitnlfist system for 50 yvears, Hong Kongers
cannot forget the 1989 violence in Beijing.
Many are also angry because thetr fate hos
been decided without their participation.




know, yvou can' t work on that basis

And Hong Kong is a place that thrives
on work. It stavs busy making and spending
money. Stll the tourists lnden with shopping
bags trudge down Nathan Road, the red
double-decker buses helch fumes as they
witave among the colony's 17,000 taxis, and
even at midnight weary vendors sell roast
lucks that ghisten a2 if coated with brown
varnish

People cut deals in ten-minute erry rides
or using the lntest status symbol, A cellubal

telephone, while waiting at bus stops. Thes
hammer and saw and drill through the night
to construct a new family shop, Even the
escalators of the underground train svstem, 1
found, move at almost twice the speed of
those in Boston. If you are not nimble on the
streets of Hong Kong, pity help you

On a recent visit | proffered a hundred
lollars for exchange at a currency wincow
As the young clerk crisply processed Lhe
transaction, he threw me a question: * How
long are vou in Hong kongr™

Mildly surprised that 2 bustling curreéncy
sialesman would have time for light conversa
rion; 1 said, “'Three davs:

"You're not changing enough money for
three days,” he declared. " 5Sir! How about a
thousand dollars?’

ONG KONG has the zip and toughness
and cacophony of a Chinese Manhat-
tian; in & 413-square-mile territor
consisting of Mong hong islivnd
Kowloon Peninsula, and the New
Territories. Descending to tiny Kai

Tak Airport —doorway to Asia's number one
tourist destination —i= like coming down a
hotel's olass elevator, so closely do bulldings
glide by, with faces visible through office and
apartment windows. This ccamped commu
nity of 5.8 million 15 the world's third
financial center and its eleventh largest trad-

ng ¢conomy. It per capita income (B89, 7 (X)

. i
alfgess

511,500 U, S.0)i=second, after Tapan, in

[he clomor of competition fills Nathan
Road in the heart of Kowloon, a thicket
of small businesses selling everything
from watches and cameras to anfigues
and silk. For hordes of other shoppers
enidless networks af air-conditioned
malls snake under and around Hong
Kong's large hotels.

10 Vationagl Geopraphic, Februagry 1097



,_--'l-_._-—-
~ i

ru o REL
Tt 1




“Albert is 50 amused,” wrote Queen Victoria in 1841,

“at my having got the islond

of Hong Kong.™ Less amused than her husband was her foreign minister, who

thought that title to the “barren islord™ »

was no prize at all. A hundred and fifty

vears later, the island glistens with glass and concrete, from the towers af the base
of Victoria Peak to the massive apartment blocks along North Point.

i L

T

Wl

By ..--.-t.h--l-a-lu Y ¥

East Asia. Its life expectancy is higher than
that of Britain or the U. 5, Its children weigh
more than their American counterparts

As 997 approaches, the miracle of Hong
Kong is called into gquestion, Will the commu
nist dinosaur swallow this capitalist jewei?
While officials in Betjing have promised that
Hong Kong's social and economic system will
“remain unchanged for 50 years,” that assur-
ance 15 not widely trusted n the colony

Martin Lee, Hong Kong's most prominend
liberal, is worried. 'Tlii:-iiﬂr of 1897 13
rlil.lLu.El] upon as doomsday, = 1'he
Chinese are more concerned with control
than with prosperity
whether the goose will continue to lay golden

" he said

They just want to control the goose.
David Chen, veteran journalist at the

EELS

Author Ross TERHILL, a research associate al
Harvard University's John K. Fairbank Center for
Faast Azian Hesearch, has been visiting Chima since

| Givd mnd is a regular contributor Lo 1"'-.*.[-'.':"--'!:-..
GEOGRAPHIC. His "Australia at 2 was pub
lished n the February 1988 158ue

1 (=

They don’'t sgem o care

Sowuth China Moming Post, is skeptical too
Chen, who fled to Hong Kong when Mao
Zedong's communists took control of Shang:
hai more than 40 years ago, believes that his
new home's success is inextricably Iinked to
its status as a Hritish colony.

*“1t's because we had the Union Jack,"
Chen growled, “and now the Union Jack
is iti tatters all over the Far East, 1 saw
fell, and it could happen

Hong Kong

rHERS, aware that Hong
heen written off prematurely in the
past, are more hopeful, recalling pre
vious clonds that floated low over the
colony, only lo disperse. During Mao's
Cultural Revolution of the 1960=,
Hong Kong trembled at the prospect of being
overrun by voung Red Guards who had
driven China's president from power,
depozed senior party members, and unseated
key ministry officials in China. 'The colony
not onlv weathered that tumultuous perod

["';"['IET has

National Geographic, February 100]
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but nlso thrived in its aftermath. Hong
Kongers have a way of landing on their feet,
as Barnie Wiggham, a white-haired govern-
ment veteran, recalled,

*When Icame in 1961, I thought it was the
end of Hong Kong, " said Wiggham, “The
colonial perind wasending,” he said of that
cra when empire was under siege from Alrica
to Asia. “Little did I know that T had come
at the beginning of modern Hong Kong, "
Wigzham went on. “Today’'s Hong Kong:
started in the late 1950s, went through its

Heng Kong— Couniddoumn to JOOF

EI‘EF"

e - ] —

KOWLOOM F'E.MH'EI.[LA

HONG hO\G

With less land and a grearer population than

Los Angeles, Hong Kong is more than just a
city. Occupying only 10 percent of their 413
syuare miles, 5.8 million peaple fll the flots
and nooks of the rugged terrain with numerous
towns and the twin cities of Victorio and Kow-
loan. Overshadowed by Shanghai for its first

century, the colony began to prosper after the
1949 commumist victory in Ching—and the

consequent flood of refugees and money.

industrial revolution very quickly, and now
leads the world in 50 many aspects."

Although o monarch’s representative heads
the colony, it is.a free-for-all of enterprise far
removed from empire's stuffiness, Public hife
reflects Hong Kong's money-mindedness.

A justice in the Court of Appeal recently
permitted a Japanese businessman found
guilty of bribery to invest his four-million-
dollar cash bail in an interest-bearing
account. Onby 820,000 of the colony’s citi-
zens are reguired to pay income tax. The

104



maximum rateis 15 percent. Even the
DaLert O Crime SUgsests Hl’ll'uﬂ 1";'.'!'315: 5 PTE
cccupation with money, as more crimes are
lirecied against property than people

Although the colony has its seamy side —
with drug addicts, homeless people, s&nd
pockets of poverty — 1 found the Hong kong
of 1990 transformed from the raw-edged

place I first saw in 1964, The modern colony
has found success in electronics, finance,
re-export tricle, manufacturing services, and
tourism. Its middle class blossoms as yester

||.-_:. 'S miEssEneer DecOmes today s manager

NSTEAD of throwing themselves into poli-
lics —a path of public expression long
denied to Hong Kongers— many just pile
up extracrdinary possessions. 1'he col-
ony' s fax-machine sales are among the

fastest growing in the world. Hong Kong

COTSUITIES ITIOrT o Tiaal Jll I i .-'.|:!-I.I.. .-.I:!J
haasts more Rolls-Rovees, per acre, than any

other p on earth

irenda Chag,-a lawyver who lives in the
luxurious Peak section of Hong Kong Island
has fhrei Hll”-l'- difte of tham |I:I-i-.

“1 had a pink fur,” Brencla explamed to
me one afternoon at ber hillside home, 50
we ot a pink Rolls to match it"”

[ust then a 5 Lankan servant tn a pink
it and hat arrived. He sat in the driver 's
eat of the pink Rolis as Hrenda posed {or
photographs i her pink munk, As the camera
whirred in the bnlhiamt sun, Brénda pursed

her mouth in pleasare, her eyves gleamed, and

i fineers of her hands tensed tn and out
It was sunsel when we lound this house
after searching for many vears,” Brenda

|"-|_|| (e, And Ltk water of the harbor

below sparkled gold. We hought the house,

called it Villa 'O, made gold the thenmn

A steamy night in crowded Kowloon

color, and threw a little housewarming party finds locals grabbing a quick bite from
[0 3N che =ald food stalls along Temple Street (ahowvel,
hée home of Brenda and her husband, kai Nearby, the district of Mong Kok has a
Hong, is a cross between an Egyptian tomb density of 362,000 souls a square mile—
and a Hollvwood set. A chandelier from Yen- reputedly the world's most tightly packed
ice consists of 7,000 separate glass pieces, murss of humanity. Here, rm-u.u--:urr_-
apartments are the norm, while at the
extreme some ¢lderty and destitute
men puy SIS0 ($19 U, 8.) a month for
“cage apartments,” like these staocked

three high (right}.

gold leaf shines on the walls, and a tollet seat
1= inlan

“It's not that | like money,” Brenda

whith gold coins

explmined m practical. Possessions

are important. The Chiness communists like
Lo make money too—that's why they opened
Ching up

Kial Bong Chau talked about the future

: I lI|l||".'-|||.'|i!I [ w4 -.-;.'.|I|'.|II-I-. . ||-I bruary 10¢]
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“TI life gets unbearahle after 1997," he said,
“if there is no freedom, we'll go.” Where?
“Summers in the United Kingdom, winters
in Southeast Asia,” Kai Bong repled with

a shrug,

Moving is nol one of the options for the
men at 26 Fuk Tsun Street. Thev liveina
smelly boardinghouse, sleeping in cramped
cages that hold all their belongings and
bedding because they cannot afford anything
better. The cages—which measure 6 feet
long, 30 inches deep, and 30 inches tall —are
stacked three high and rent for an average of
£150 a2 month.

“The top cage is cheapest, " said Mr. Cho,
a 57-yvear-old living up top. “It's the hardest
to climb tnto. The bottom is second cheap-
est—you're easily disturbed. The middle
level is the expensive one”

Cho came from China to Hong Kong in
1949, He is ane of some 5,000 ctizens who
live in such cages —the sick with the well, the
snorers with the quiet, the few who go out to
work with the many who do not

Cho, who has never been married, earns a
dizability pension of $780 a month. ] asked
about the pros and cons of living hers.

“Tt"s not what is good and bad about it,"
he replied evenly. “The important thing is 1o
adapt to the environment vou're faced with.”

All around us, men in shorts watched car-
toons on a communal television and played
cirds or chess as Chinese opera blared from
aradio. Mr. Kwan, the superintendent of
the place, said fights are rare, despite the
crowded conditions, “The men are old, and
older prople can think and are more reason-
able than voung hotheads,™ he said.

ROM A HELICOPTER you can survey the
whole of Hong Kong in an hour. 1 saw
an urban industrial agglomeration,
pleasingly interspersed with islands —
Hong Kong has 236 of them —dotting
the turquoise rug of the South China

Sea. I saw thousands of small boats lined up
at mnlets like ballet shoes in neat rows and
green hills with clouds swirling over them
like steam atop a bowl of Chinese spinach.
Mindature waterfalls tumbled from hillsides
where Chinese characters were vistble on
weathered gravestones. 1 saw the largest
island, Lantau, with its huge Buddha at
the Po Lin (" precious lotus") Monastery.

To the northeast were the silver roofs of the

11

Whitchead detention center crammed with
unhappy Vietnamese refugees. In the north of
the New Territories, less than 90 miles from
the Chinese city of Guangzhou (Canton), 1
saw the barbed-wire barrier that sepiarates
Hong Kong from the backward land of its
ancestors

Millions of Hong Kong's people arrived
from China with nothing more than the
clothes on their backs. Even today many will-
ing new hands come from China seeking
work. In the busy port of Aberdeen, 1 met
fishermen from the mainland who hire out as
deckhands for trawlers, sleeping in tiny
bunks and smoking pipes fashioned from
bamboo and a Coca-Cola can, At the Unitex
clothing factory in the New Territories, [
met a4 woman named At, who moved here in
the 1880s to do plecework, sewing portions
of brightly colored garments six days a week
for & monthly wage of $5,000, $7,000 with
overtime.

“In one month here we earn what we
would in one year in China,” said Ms. Al
When she first came south from China, she
wiis surprised to find that the more she
worked, the more money she raked in. Now
she takes all the overtime she can get and
eagerly awaits the day her permanent resi-
dence papers come through.

From the start Hong Kong beckoned the
restless and the hopeless, the bold and the
penniless, not only from China but also from
beyond. Farmers, opium traders, sailors, pi-
rates, and fishermven came on foot and by sea,
secking 1o make money or a fresh start beside
the “fragrant harbor." Hardheaded Scottish
merchants, hacked by the muscie of British
gunships, came in the 1840s.and stayved.

The skirl of bagpipes pierced the evening
air as the governor of Hong Kong, dressed in
a kiit and long woolen socks, paused on the
marble staircase, Sir David Wilson flashed a
benign smile at NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC pho-
tographer Jodi Cobb. “Are vou seeking shots
of minority peoples with odd customs?”
he asked.

We were. Jodi and T had come to the
annual ball of the St. Andrew's Society to
sp¢ how a few hundred Scots sustamn their
heritage far from home amid a populace that
iz 98 percent Chinese.

The pipers heralded the arrivalof the hag-
gis—a mixture of mutton, oatmeal, sheep
hearts, and spices cooked in the stomach of a

National Geographic, February 1997



Hong Kongrs elite celebrate every manner of evernt in opulent hotel ballrooms
At the Regent, Alvin Ma amd his bride, Helen, move from table to rable tonasting
guests. Though Hong Kong has the highest per capitn consumption of copnoe

i the wortd, the Mas have prudently chosen tea for two in their brandy glasses.

ted Into the bandguet hall on o their shoulders, Shanghai styvle. Moder

stiver tray. The chieftiin recited a Fobert Hong Kong, in fact. was bullt on the riains of

Burns poem, then took g dagger from his shanghni, as capitalists fled down the ¢
.-"-"l' ang cut !!':I. -"!.-.u'_,i' =i Plavid to KA Coast witen the comimui i_-':- ook aver thi
tancy silver cup of whiskey in his two hands maimniand’s most populous city
nd deamned it dry

Leremony done, the merriment began, NG KONG has always been a place of
with pe ple feasting and dronking and ERrIng coming ancl going. Kefugees and

ing abhout the dance loor untl 3 a.m. I could fmmous fugritives — Sun Yat-sen
have swirn | was in Scotland Lhou Enlal, and other leaders of Chi

A T
i

[ rnings ater the governor spoks nese revolutions—nave found haven

about the Hong Kong he and fellow colonials here, After Moo's triumph in 1949
n—— |

IAVE ETOWT Lo IOVE one miliion came within & vear., Kussians fle
What charpcterizes Elsi] e who have ng China, Chinese fleeing Indonesia, | VELS
e to Honeg Kong is that they want to maki from- Xinjiang in western China Aong
et hios better of their lives. " Sie Diasi Kone eeenli | them all, Not until the 198
g, W hether from Scotland or China, thi with the continued arrival of boat [HE0H]

people here nre get-up-and-go peopls m Vietnam, did an afffuent, preoccupied

You meet such citizens all over Hong .[-il ng Kong frown at newcomers (see stor

Kong., and each one | rings something of DEEINNE on pagse- |

his old home 1o thi=s new one. Ad Timmy's Hong Kong reculates its crowded socis
Ritchen in Wyndham Street, the wailters bus- existence according to British law with a
tle around in starched white jackets ans punctilionsness that bhelies any panic about



Making the biggest aplash in town, the winning treams in Hong Kong's Interr-

tional Drapon Boat Races celebrate in Victoria Harbour with a massive warten



-
-

fight. Twenty-two teams, from as far away as Italy, paddled their long boats,
with dragon-head prows, in the June event,



714 litterbugs
118 for littering in public,

the future. In one recent week
were prosecuted
174 for obstructing cleansing, 99 for spitting
a total of
more than 140,000 for government coffers

An intenior decorator lost his temper at the
noise of pigeons outside, shot at them eight
times with an air gun, and shattered the win-
dows in & nearby office bumlding, He got 5ix
A hearing before the Court of
Appeal hinged on whether three jurors had
“"habitually" slept and snored during a (raud
trial, as alleged by six executives the drooping
jurors had convicted, The jurors claimed to
have closed their eves to meditate and the
petier to concenirale

For the price of a phone call you can cross
from Victora to Kowloon on the Star Ferry,
which offers a wave's-eye view of the best
deepwater port on the China coasl. Sentry
over the waterfront of Kowloon is the red-
brick and cream-sandstone clock tower that

and 23 for miscellaneous offenses

months o jall

once was part of the train station, where
countless Cantonese emerged {0 set fool upon
free soil for the first time. Just upt

e strest
in Nathan Road, the spine of Kowloon, you
find enough tailors to clothe half the world,
Japanese tour groups following leaders with
flags and bullhorns, Chinese communist
emporiums hauling in hard carrency from
jade, silk,
snapping photographe of Chinese advertise
ments for French perfume, and sailors from
Californis and Marseille looking for a mas-
sage done by nimble Chinese girls

Bevond Kowloon is a surprising Hong
Kong, the more rural and traditional New
Territories. T
hireds,

ancestral tablels

ardd herbs, Australian tourists

s is & place of monkeys and
camellias and azaleas, temples and

FOUND CATHEDRAL MA, a dance stu
dent, in a rehearsal room at the Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts,
stretching his lege in preparation for 4
Roval Hong Kong Jockey Club scholar-
ship competition. (INearby, trees were
being moved around for a coming producbon
of Shakespeare™s As Vou Like [l—set in Mon
golia with Cantonese dialogue, )
Did this young dancer's name suggest that
he is a mixture of East and West?
“Seventy percent East, 30 percent West,’
Cathedral Ma replied. ¥ Because I'm a
Chinese —deeply affected by Buddhism and

Confucianism —though 1'm a Chnstian

And was Hong Kong itsell a similar
mixture?

“In Hong Kong vou can't tell which 1s
East and which is West," he replied thought-
fully, “the two are so mixed together.’

[he voung seem less worried and pessimis-
He-ghowut 1997 than their elders. And Hong
Kong 15, in fact, a yvoung community, with

two-thirds of the populace born after commu
nist rule began to the narth i 11249

"They don't renlly Know enough aboat
China to be afraid of China, " said E

1izabeth

Nationgl Geografhie, Felruary 19091



K g ANRCE thi (LS5 NiTH Fils Destined for a bed of rice, a recently
{Cirle what L BT 18 § & T Lo sluwghtered piy is hand-delivered to o
Round-taced, chi il Lok Chi Ming, whi ctistomer in Kowloon, where freshness is
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| : | . | mand’'s paradise. Thowsh a few faorms re-
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I 11 I n dark suits and 51l ; o |

; imparts much O 12 Tood r'mom CAEndL. o
i I|I L | 1 I 0= Wl 11 | " - = F - . x -
' : cluding nearly three million pigs a year




Kowloon's Walled City, which was long
cloimed by both Britain and Chinag, har-
bors hundreds of unregulated shops and
serices—Ilike cut-rate dentistryp—whaose
wores are sold from street-level shops.
The croveded tenements have been a pool
of cheap labor, today found just as easily
across the border in China, where these
masks (below) are made,

Lok Chi Ming expects that the communists

will clamp down on the colony’'s freewheeling
night life and ever popular Canto-rock music
(more sentimental than Western rock and
reminiscent of Western pop music of two or

15 called

three decares ago), Hiz favorile disco

Nineteen 97 —the choice of name perhaps
expressing Hong Kong's clear-eved dnjo
ment of today in full realisation that tomio
row 1s 4 gquestion mark. — S0me people are
noth
ing can stop it, | don't have the money to

scared of 190097 ." Lok sajd. “1'm not

leave. so what can | do about it/

With
thedr eldest son and two yvounger children,
Mr. and Mrs. Hung run a oné-room [actory,
manufacturing drned meat within the Walled

City of Kowloon. A slum that the govern-

The Hune family won't leave gither

started to dismantle, the neighbor

o
ment hns

hood is a honeycomb of damp allevs, airiess

| =

= |,||'|_I .;|.||||'_ :

hovels. CUrrYIng rats, and
peopie eking out & ving from making won

tons, rulers, puppets; piastic flowers, pan

cakes, and sales for shoes. Because the
sovereignty of the Walled Cit |

puted, Hong Kong's healt

ng dis

-III I.--'

 regulntions and
licensing rules were never applicd here
Prices were low, guality al times poot
| shooed awny o cat a5 1 sat on & Ly S000
and sampled t
sold mainly in school canteens. “'We have
iteh the rats,” said
Mr. Hung, an impassive man in a white
undershirt. COver |t he
lanpled from 2 pole. Mrs. Hung spoke of her
hopes of moving the tactory to Chona when
the Walled City is no mor
Lahor is cheaper thers
explained. “ Besides, we
nork from there already.”

e Hunes' dried bheel, whiach is

|l||_ 1l Cars Becraise E e

| & r|I.|.|||.I"- =

| B L

Hung

gt all our beef an

wirs
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I'n @ haze of flour dust, a noodle maker tries o keep cool during the last days of

the Walled City, whose plannod demise will drow a collective sigh of relief from all
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S0 for the Hungs., who were boirn in Chinn
and married in Hong Kong [our decades ago
the wheet turns full circle. They push Dack
mnte China, this time as mini=capitalists,
while still resicdhiimg in Hong Raong

Had they considered moving to the West?

Phose people going to Australin or Can
ada have a lot of money, " said M Hung
who like others in her nelghborhood speaks
no Enelish and cannot read Chinese, "W
have to work to earn a hving. We are Chinese
penple, we don't know other langubges, other
||||' b G 0 II'I'I ':.“-..!!':' I": L

Like the Hungs, most Hong Kong [olk are
fatalists, apresing that the colony needs luck
ns: well os ingenuity in dealing with CChina,

bat there are 1w rieties of fatalism. The

eeriul fatalists say there 1s ' nothing wWe ciin
'—and Hong Kot g Wi | wrork out its He to

thie communists without disaster. The gloomy

falalists say there is “nothing we can do’

ind anvthing Beijing touches, it will spoi

HINA'S STUDENT DEMOLURAL ETHOFY I~

ment in April and Moy 1939 thrilled
Hong hong, bridging the pohitical

I J_'Illl
| mainland. Unforsettable was the

|
f moment durine the “Uoncert |

Democracy in China" at the Happy Valley
Racecourse an May 27, 1589, when the vast

el wern e termitory and the

viden soreen it up with the words, * Chingse
of thie World Unit

In Beijing soon after, 1 retreated from
gunfire and acrid smoke near Tiananmen
square, Making my way past barccades of
hiu=es and wrecked trucks. I hurmied inlo th
Beijing Hotel. 1 joined four Hong Kong buss
nessmen on a 1 2th-flocr halcony, We couln
~I'F I'I"_|l| '|_'_I eclow @nicl ear puniiee ::'I"E—L:I!.-_'

ta the south. The men spoke emotionally in

|
[ antonese, |wio ol |_-_|i bk fears

Finally one of the men burst out in Enghsl
“1t's the last straw! China is finlshed!”

'he next day, Tune 5, 1989, the Hong
foong stock exchange crashed, losing 22 per-
ent of its value, which 1t would take more
than three months to regain. Alter 1anan
meT, all the doubits about 1997 gathersd (ke
i bunched thread at the eve of a neecle
Spring's new sense of identification with the
mainland turned into summer's despair of
H i E'-IIII'.'_.- I:'i‘.lu.l'.:'||:'!|l|l.' S Ess.

A mlni-consiityton Ior the tuture gove!s

—

e

NANCE f Hone Kong known as the

Iralited by 13 represent

nil Macau Affairs Office, said that Tk«
w hich Be

LLIWVES ":. L hima

assisted by 18 from Hong Kong, gives the
cormumunist government wide Intitude after
I'he Basic Law, published in 19%0
tates that Beining may station the Chinese

.l'|||'I '- im |'|..|=;_ E'-;.IIII;' Al cle |.-r ol o i Lk e [

jor the tertilon

i Betiing., | askedd a senior government
okesman if this meant that Hone Kone

mizht be treated as China has treated Tibet

leputy director of the Hong Kong

ng subdued by military force in



showing their colors, Scottish expa-
triates whoop it up at the annual St
» CEmMoC At Andrew’s Ball. Scots have ployved a vital
fhe T md role in Hong Kong's commercial growth,
bellion in byee liz- aften as taipans, chief executives, of

rreement.” =0 Beliine ienored muarny of the colony's larpest companies,

Some emplovees of the trading glont
fardine Matheson, founded tin 1832, are
third ond fourth generation. Hedging its
bets apainst 1997, the firm has moved its

sts top man m Hong Kong,

0 at the New tegal headguarters to Bermudo.

I'J B R e o
||_-|| T I"l__-l._.




With his French-born wife, Cristal, Alan Li, a steward of the Royval Hong Kong
Jockey Cluh, follows his favorite at the Sha Tin Racecourse, one of two racing
vnues where hettors pomble the eguivalent of £7,500 a vear for every citizen.

colony, “Chinais China. In order to Kie] mainland an excuse to depart from 1ts assur-
Hong Kong's stability and prosperity, one ance that Hong Kong can be an " autono-

nust not harm, intentionally or otherwise, mous part of the motherland

the stabilitv and sobidanty of the mainiand The Hong Kong government, seeking & bit

he said. He opposes any basic change in of demoacracy, is squeezed between Uhina,
Hong Kong before 1997 which wants as ittle democracy as possible,
“atanding still, T said the governar, Sir and ardent democrats ltke Martin Lee, who

[David Wilzon, “is a recipe for a dead soci Witnt miaximum democricy put in |||_=_:'- A1RRY

pty." He wants to set the colony, which has as a shield against Beijing, Wilson hopes the

never known an elected government, an thi Martin Lees will avoid rocking the boat witl

path to democracy before handing it over A large agenda for change, but many ordmary
Vilson's government pushes for liberties people think the boat will rock anvway

never enjoved in Hong Rong, including an

ambitious bill of nghts, decriminalizalion ol T ARY OF THE FUTURE, some leading
homosexusl acts, and a legistature partly W | Hong Kong firms have taken steps
elected on the basis of universil suffraees, A | | toleave. Jardine Matheson, one
territory famous for its apolitical stvle is : of Hong Kong's oldest and most

learning politics, as parties form for the first [Rmous companies, created a sgr Dy

time. unions tak pod it al stands. and con shilting {15 legal headoguarters to Heét

viersations turn as often to politics as to bus muda in 1984 (while keeping many of its

ness. Some see this os a nisky departure, since  operations in the colony). =ince then gozens
speaking up for democracy at home mught be  of companies listed on the Hong Kong stock
construed by Beiling as "interference by exchange have shifted ofishore, most to the

J-E--r-:; Rong in China's atbairs,” giving the tnx haven of Bermuda

124 _"l.'.'.'|':-:1|.;-'-[_u-u'-.-_.lu.‘_;".'.l'-.'u Febrnry |



A veneer over strongly held local traditions, symbols of Western afffuence are
seen everywiere. In Victorta, Cheng King Yiu passes a Rolls- Royvee showroom as
he takes for repairs the print that has adorned his one-room flat for 19 vears,

Uhe eblb of talent takes its toll on the
economy. a0 do inflation and the slowing of
Lhina s economy since the Beijing violence of
198G, The colany's gross domestic product
grew only 2.5 percent in 1939, down from 7
percent in 1988; the 1990 figure seemed
unlikelv to exceed 3 percent

In 1989 and 19%0 the human drain from

Hong Kong increasec
more than 1040,

dramaticallv, with
gaving to live
vearly emigration fig
ure of 20,000 that was normal in the early

| 280s, Many of those legving dre the best and

WL Cifizens

elsewhere, up from the

nghtest —well-cducated people age 25 to 45

[here will be more. udeine from the look
0] [ninges
At the Star Ferry docks,

plavs dolls for sale, emch with the message of

E W "':.JIII -ill-_:' tia i-_'l':

A elass Case i1s-

L ]

| LI !r:_"i['”'r_'ll 11 1t
out af here

Al

i Fi |- [ | |I "

irtving monthly magazine, the Em:.
oncerns of those
who are leaving Hong Kong to resettle else
where. Bilingual, bought unblushingly, the

j-|rEWHr:|U|th

Hong Aong— Counldown to 1907

magazine profiles an emigrant in every issuae
Recent articles covered “Australian Child
Care Options, ™ “Properties in Portuga
“"Highest Ranking MBA Schoolz in U5
‘Finland as an Immiagration Option, "
" KRnowing the Tax Implications of Moving to
Mvoew Zealnnd.”

With typical resourcefulness & few citizens

g

have mastered the arcana of international
| hey have learned, fos
Ay old needs a

mmigration policy
natance, that a baby one d

viss, but a fetus does not, Scores of Pregnani
Hong Kong women traveled to North Amer-
L.h||qu|h
nutomatically became a citizen of th
Lthe mother was visiting as a tourist —and the
lamily ot a foot 1In the door for IMmmigration
| he human side of the exodus often 1s pod

jcn to give birth during 199

gnant, as colleagues compete for emigrabio
pprporiunities, lovers go in different dire

Lions, clcerly parents are left behind, and
families with handicapped children are some
fimes weeded out because Anstrahin and Can

ara reserve the right to decline immierants



who are likely to be a burden on the stnte

Just as the desire to abandon Hong luong

1e late 1980s, the three main recipi-

oTew in 1
ent countries —Canada, Australia, and the
U5 —eased their immigration pohoies
Tt wwns like a match and petrol, ™ said
Mike Rowse, emigration supeérvisar in the
(fice of Hone Kong's Chief Secretary, “the
loosening up of the three policies and the
destre to get out of Homg Kong '
Had Rowse ever heard of Hong Kong
peaple emigrating to Chinn#
After they're dead,” he sai
coffins go up to Guangdong—burial plots

are chedper in China. Some of the elderly also

T L . 1
K 1L

[t | ;_':II|||I il

T LD SCHEMES have
I for the colony |:_-. the nervous and
| the ambitious. Invite the UN to
| come in and take over. Move Hong
kong lock. stock, and barrel] to the
naorthern tip of Australin, payving rent
to the Australians. Buy another sland ot

of Chma's reach and re-create Hong Kong

there — Prince Edward Road, (ueen' s Road,
star Ferry, and all

Meanwhile, undaunted by such specula
tion, practical Hong Kong gets on with life.
Buildings rize and fall, children in uniform zo

dutifully 1o school, old ladies buy fresh veg

tibles at nelghhorhood food stands, hupe
widiences walch Cantonese movies full ol
romance and marfial arts, people flock L
Rucldhist temples on festival davs to placats
gods and ghosts with paper money, food, and
wine. And thiz predominantly Cantonese col-
ony indulges 1ts enthusinsm for gambiing

(Un g recent Sunday 1 joined 30,000 people
at the Roval Hong Kong lockey Ulol, =el
against the soft green hills of Sha Tin in the
ew Territories. Here was a classlesc feflow
-E|'|l of DUSINESSInen, | aliticians, |.I| Neilala
hopkedpers, and taxi drivers, held together

¢ the lure of betting on the Champions and
Lhater Cup and ther races

By 1 p.m., before the first horse s¢t hool
on the track, 19 mlhon dellars had been
wagered: on the last race glone, more than o
nundred milhion dollars was bet

'The amazing thing about the Chinesg, ™
said 4 man I met in the public stands, © 15 that

‘|'-"_'1'| Bl 310,000 or S20., 000, lose, and still

Fhe man is one of those Hong Kone

.-_-I' hi

e

sl i
_— [} .

R

Barbed barrier against human tides
from the north, a 16-foot-high fence

completed in 1280 when illegol entries
were exceeding 150,000 a year—guards
Hong Kong's 26-mile border with Ching,
The fence 1s manned largely by the
urkha Bripade, Britain's famed troops
from Nepal. A soldier searches a
detoinee (right) before he is senf back to
Ching. Foced with dog teama, ground
sensors, and tougrh fudicial constraints
like three-year jail sentences—the
rerrther crossing hos dropped in recent
years, and arrests now gyverape about
25 a night
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success stories. Orieinally from S Lanka, he

immiterated to Hone Kong, established a
||'|ll.ii hle biysinegss as a e wWeler, I'.l-'. It all 1n
Lhe worldwide siock excnange crash ot 19587

ind scraped together more money [or a prod

itahle new business—in pest control, He is
not anxious about 1997, “The commumnists

will have as many roaches and rats &8 th
vgitah=ia he Teasons

] il UYS CIm gl wenl ||ll:-.!.'|-__ ke Liny

children dressed nooranee and green and pur:

le silks. Across the way in the Hong Kong

o] Club bex, Frank koiweht, a Dusinessman

and keen gambler, ordered champagne to cgl
ehirate his lalest winnings
Do vou win all the timse?” 1 asked
"Mobody wins all the time,
gtherwise vou wouldn't gambile.” Knight,

he shot back,

B large man in & natty betge suil, looked

bevond the club tables—laden with chicken

ind owvsters and caviar—and spoke affection-

ately of the spectators m the public stands
Thase people are the real Hong Kong citi
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Later, as the horses galloped by, | ran
cross an American diplomal
It's an absolute money machine, this
place,” he said, looking around at the bub
bline ol happ '_-|-||||||' e el ms won-
dering whether he meant the Jockey Club or

Honge Kone itsell

NMOTHER HALF A MILLION Hong Rong
people may well have left by 1997, bt
| most ordinary folk will still be her

| ind they will accommodate. The

Il NoICE = Lo enygrale or BCgumesce, and

A since the vast MR IOrEY i not POSSESS

Jeijing may find the tide of

Wontreal-hound, Edwoard Mo and his
duughier Jenny say good-bye to theis
gpartment in the New Territories. Many
FHong Kongers don't trust the Chinegse
anid their promise of “one country, wo
systema.” With an emigration rate of
about a thousand o week, the colony is
fast losing many of its most skilled and
educated citizens, Canada, Australia,
and the U, §. are prime destinations,

long Kong, They don't moan







Colors of waning empire, the White En-
sign flies astern the royal yacht Briton-
nia as it departs Hong Kong after a wisil
by Prince Charles. I'n its wake a modern-
tzed junk, more Chinese in form than
substance, supgesis the colony Britain
wrll leawve behind, the fates willing.

We cannol know for certain what 1997 will
bring, if only because China itzell is s0 vola-
tile. Will Beijing follow the flexible line of the
mid-1980< or the hard line of 1989 and 19967
What happens after China’s leading com-
munist, Deng Xigoping, dies? Will commu-
nist rule eventunlly unravel, as in Eastern
Europer

Baroness Dunn, a director of Swire Pacific
Lid., takes a wait-and-see attitude. like
many in Hong Kong, she is a pragmatist.
“China is in & strange mood at the moment,”
she said, " We musin’t take that as the China
of tomorrow. A week 15 a long time i poli-
tics, and we still have seven vears, " she told
me in 1990,

Given Chiness policies and the mood of the
Hong Kong populace, the present prospect
is that the dynoamism of Hong Kong will
decline, economic standards will continue
slipping, contentiousness will grow as confi-
dence declines; and social troubles will J']l'l:':'iif—
erate s a mirket gconomy maoves under the
shaclow of a paternalist regime

Yel the only certainty is that Hong Kong is
changing and —once again —a “new”™ Hong
kong will edge out the familiar one. Lawyer
T. 5. Lo feels it 15 emotionally impossihle for
peopie rooted in Hong Kong to abandon the
hope that China, in its own best interest, will
handle the colony sensitrvely

[ put it to Lo that the man in the street
doesn't care about the technicalities of the
transition —the Joint Declaration of 1984
(which announced how Britgin’s lease on
the colony would end) and the Basic Law
af 10001, [Mesn't the man in the street feel
he knows the Chineze communizts hetter
than the British do? Doesn't the man in the
street doubt that the Joint Declaration and
Basic Law are worth the paper they were
written on/

*1 agree with you that that's what the man
in the street thinks,” Lo responded. “There's
always a chance that he's right —but our sur-
vival depends on his belng wrong. We have
to work on that hasis.”
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Is Lo hopeful that the agreement with
China can work #
“Well, it certainly can't work if we are not
hopeful," the lawver responded with a sigh.
HOULD TOMORROW'S CHANGE be sharp,
‘ I know that I would miss many things
about the endearing Hong Kong 1 have
known for a guarter of a century; tea
in the lobby of the Peninsula Hotel,
where empire seems permanent and
where guests are called to the phone by a
penguin-size boy m a white st who parades

National Geographic, Felruary 1991
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around the tables. | would miss the brilliant  bright cloth. T could not understand his Can-
lights of Victoria on the black water of the tonese, nor he my English or my Mandarin,
harbor. I would miss the ripe smells and the  but it didn’t matter. He found a green plastic
human theater of the lanes, where-a lady with  “7" of the type nsed on & door or mailbox

a chair and a sewing machine makes a tailor and held 1t up to signal the price. As I paid
shop out of thin air. I would mizs the clack of  him, 1 looked into a face that was wary vet
mih-jongg pieces on sultry nights, the hissof  apen. The piercing eves, which must have

fritters frying in a wok, the smell of salted seent Hong Kong before modernity and pros-
squid, the wall of the boat sirens as I sit with  perity, under the Japanese heel in the 1940s,
A newspaper on the Star Ferry. when Mao overran the mainland, and as the
I would miss faces with a story to tell, like  Cultural Revolution spilled into the colony,
that of one cheerful, wizened shoeshine man seemed to say that everything that is going to
who rubbed the dust from my shoes with his  happen has already happened 0

Hong Kong—Counddown to JOGT
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OUEEZED in wherever there
1 t= room in land-poor Hong
Kong, cdetention ana refo

& gree centers for Vietnamoese
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of real estate like that next to the
High Island Reservoir [abave)
Currently 14 camps harbor ai

estimated 55,000 people await-

TePalriation,
[n=dcle huge

e cliasstfication.

i resetbiement

concréte-and-metal dormitories
whole families sleep topether 1o
chielf-1;
the strain, tensions among Viet-

namese iachions sporadically

o bunks (fieht). Under

eTupt into violence. Forbidden
to leave the detention centers
detalness are at least allowed
gulcoors, where they line up
10T lunch (Below) undder close
ST TEATERY
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Meeting the Need:
A New Middle East Map

n the weeks lollowing Trags
frvassog of hawait jas] sum-
mer, we fectivied hundreds of

recucsts for maps of the Maddle
East. Some of the requests came
from doctors and marses and other
reservists being sent Lo the region,
sire from RIrents Of SONS und
daughters in the armed Torces, and
others from teachers begmmng the
new school vear with students full
of guestons. One call came from o
warman who had just been released
from occupied Kuwait.

“The Iragqes had taken away her
hushand, and she hod been hidimg
an attec with other wives for wecks
says Amy R. Weaver, o staff mem-
ber whi spoke with her. “She
wanted & moag s that she could visu
aliza where her hushand wis being
held —if he got word o her.™

T all those who asked, we
rished an up-to-datz political map
of the regim. In this issue of

MTINAL GreoGrRAPHIC vou will find
thiit snme map com bined with a con-
cise summary of historical condi-
tons behmd the current crsm —
5. (NK) COpEcs of wihich we are
donating to the mrmed forces for
distribution both here i the U §
and on station in the Middle East,

Amencans, unforfunately, know
too hittle about this vitnl ores.

“We nssume that all people in the
region are Acabs, that sll Arabs are
alike. that all Muslims are alike "
wiaves Middle East expernt Christing
Helms, our adviser for the map
leal. Most nations i the region are
conglomerations of vanoos erhni
groups, and adhorents of Islam can
be as différent 8z & Jordanian Bed-
oin and an Iranian ol engineer

We shake our hends at the insta-
bility of the Middle East, Bot Amer-
icuns forget, Helms says, that
today s borders were imposed by
foreign powers less than 80 years
pgo, thot oil wealth has completely
rearranged refations among Arab
nations in the poast three decides,

and that the future belengs 10 the 60
percent of the population who are
urpder 20 years old—a group less
likely to accept the politics! arrange-
ments of the past

At the hewght of the war between
Iran and Irag a few vears ago., a
Crallup survey commissioned by the
society discovered that 75 percent
of all Amercans could not Fnd the
Persian Crulf on o world map. We
arg committed 1o reversing that
tremd —not only throogh special
mips such as this one bul also
through our many Geography Edu-
caticmn programs. A part of our
tradition of pobbc service, {or exam
ple, we are giving 5,00 coples of
the new sixth edinon of the Narional
Creggraphic Atday of the Waorld to
needy schools across the country

| hope thas map of the Middie
East is just what you've been look-
ing for to help you understand this
region of contimuing importance

Lt ALssorin

National Geographic, February 1001
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Is Our World Warming?

“Under the Sun™ (October 19901 by Samuel W.
Matthews und photographer lnmes A. Sugar was
most enhightening. | finally have an understanding
of the amount of destruction done by the human
race. Anarbicle hke this may be just what is needed
W open the ¢yes of people. Maybe we can get
everyone to do their part in slowing the process,
You can count on me doing mine.
Lisa €. PETERMAN
Sunnyvale, California

You ask, “What can be done to safeguard our
future?” We answer: a wholehearted commitment
o stopping world population growth. United
Nations projections show that world population,
now at 3.3 billion, could stabilize at 8 billion by the
year 2050, Or, if current tronds continue, global
numbers could nearly triple. Much attention has
been focused on the need to conserve energy arnid
preserve our forests, bai policymakers are oo
slow in their willingness to confront the wild card —
population growth, With 40 percent of the world's
populaticn entering their reproductive years in the
19490, action is needed now,
SuUsaN WEBENR
Lero Population Crrowth
Washingron, D. C

The ided of global warming has gone from a model-
er's dreéam to popular emvironmigntal wisdom and
15 dbout to take the expensive last step: govern-
menl appropriations o avoid the "crsis.”™ Politi-
cians arc pieparing o save us by introducing
legislation to spend plenty of money or pass ¢com-
plicated restrictions on one thing or another.
Cherreaction 1o environmental ideas that are no
well-founded can result in huge économic costs.
CreorGE E. RimRLE

Hakersfield, California

The article 5 a valuable summary of mformation
not readily available even to those with scientific
backgrounds. | wish tocomment on the interpreta-
tion of ancient ice core sampling wsed to establish
the historic carbon dioxide content of the atmo-
sphere. There are strong grounds for concluding
that the greenhouse ¢ffect played a major rale m
the mechanics of ending the Ice Age. Considerable
guantities of OO continuously emanate from

Fornim

earth’s crust. During an ice age there is less fixing
of that gas by living organisms. Therefore the CO.
content would increase during an ice age.

. J. HouseLey

Havans, England

lee core analysis clearly reveals redoced CO; levels
during an ity age.

I gquestion the validity of the OO0, measurements
in ice sheets as proving that global warming is
merensing. CO4 is quite soluble in water and jce
and surely would have been lost by migration over

long time penods:
Mt cre SwanEy

Spring Hill, Florida

Yes, CO; iy soluble in water bt not in extremely
cold fee. The ar trapped as bubbles in fce cannot
reigrate and iy considered by sclentisty to be i very
reliahle indicarar of fosstl air content.

Sed level his been higher and the earth warmer
wilhin the span of human culture than it Is now,
Earth’sclimate has and undoubtedly will continuc
to change for reasons dimly perceived and usunlly
wholly bevond human contral. Wouldn't it be bet-
ter to lenrm to live with some of the changes instead
of trying 1o manipulate nature to suil ourselves?
Rarrd H. Espach, In.

Cclawhoma Ciry, Oklaliomu

Cajuns

Congratulations on vour superb “The Cajuns:
Still Loving Life.” Troe. my generation (1940s)
will be the last to speak "Cajun.” Otherwise
well-intentioned teachers cajoled and spanked a
mcisure of Cajun out of my father's peneration:
ignoramus. oulsiders ndiculed away another
portion: and, finally, faced with indifference from
Anglos, our parcnts failed to force us {o use Cajun.
If we as a nation feamn o lesson from the loss of Ca-
jun ani do not foree other colorful languages into
extinction, then the Cajuns will have contributed
another mgredient (o the gumbo that 1 Amernica.
Vi COUVILLION

Southeastern Louisiana University

Hammaond, Louisianad

While 11 s difficult to find o southern Lowisianian
under 40 who can speak floent [Tth-century
French—or any French for that matter—Cajun
French ean be heard in neighborhoods. ot church
functions, in lounges, and on very-high-frequency
raddio channels on {ishing boats and tugs,
AnrHony B, Mg
FP() San Franciseo, Californig

Why doesn't the article feature the great Cojun
women: our mothers, ike mine, Audrey Brous-
sard. who makes the best hen and ovster gumbao
- 0r Bobbie Drenims, the accordion playver who
performs the old<time Cajun tunes by ear. . . or



Nell Prejean, at 80 plus years still ghing strong.

dancing two or three imes a week. exemplifving

Cajun joie de vivre: The energy and “centered-

ness,” the essence of Cajun spint. come from the
women. The story is only half 1old.

Brespa BrROUSSARD

Corriles, New Metico

As an Acadian from Grand-Sault (Grand Falls),
New Hrunswick, 1 wis disturbed by the unfavor-
able impression Mr, Smuth pives of our life-siyle
compared with that of the Cajuns. La joie de vivre
is alive and well with us, the Acadians, as well &
with our cousins the Cojuns.
Cratioisg GoraouT Lavors
Muontrewd, Ouebec

Suruga Bay

Never have | been transported to another place so
well as in the article on Surogu Bay. Tactually felt |
was looking at the enderwater world David Doubi-
let described. Even without the photographs,
which were beautiful, | would have been able to
picture exactly what he was suving.
Desoran J, Lame
Little Falls, New York

Mali’s Dogon People
| found the article by David Roberts on Mali™s Do-
gon people 8 most admirable piece of reporinge:
the good taste with which the author approached
people and therr surroundings, the way he looked
At things, the selection he made for his artscle. and
the way he presented it are all perfect.
H. J. Becker
Viennin, Austria

The photograph on pages [02-103 portrays well
the mood of the harmattan, a wind from the Siha-
ra. Butitsarmval means that the dry season has just
begun. The sight of rain clouds € possibly six
months distant. In West Afnca ram comes from
thie Atlantic, borne by winds from the southwest
that do not blow until April, when the Northemn
Hemisphere begins to warm up.

JToHs AL ASHCRAFT

Fallon, Nevada
Treetop Raft

In the fascrnating article on treetop rafung by din-
gible for biological rescarch in the French (rnana
rain forest, the comment was made that “some spi-
ders resembled ants, apparently o way to fool such
predotors as nrds, which generally avowd eating
ants because of their bad taste ™ An equally plausi-
ble explanaiion of this mimicry is that some spiders
resembling ants are deceving those ants upon
which they prey
Jous A, WES]
Profeysor of Plum Biology
University of California, Berkeley

Earth Almanac

The piece on the reuse of old tires was of interest

since we in cement production are able to intro-

duce tires directly into the cement kiln to provide

about 10 percent of our energy needs. In the

28MFF kiln, tires undgrgo complete combustion,

This priwvides an excellent example of the couphing
of industrial and environmental concerns.,

. Kemn MeFaut

BoxCrow Cement Compitry

Midiothian, Texa

The old-tire feature mentions useful and novel
ldeas buat fatls 1o indicaie the economic stopper:
transportation costs. A truckload of tiresis mostly
uir, For any of the ideas to make an impact on the
massive number of ald Hres, a cheap, efifective,
and Iocally applied chopping or compressing meth-
odl is needed — not an easy task with today's steel-
belted radials,
W. Travis WarLtoN
Engineerning Reseurch Center
Universtry of Marviand, College Park

Geographica

Regiarding the piece about wolves, the killing of
radio-transmitter-collared wildlife ts not alwavs a
comcidence, éspecially within the shor peniod of o
week. Researchers studving bears in the Smokies
found that poschers used radio recelvers 10 track
the helpless animals. The large area of the forest is
not adeterrent to a poacher with a first-class radio
receiver. Infact, the very devices intended to save
those ¢rentures now lead 1o their demise.
CHARLES LaNE
Charletesville, Virginia

In the item on curly lightning detection. | was

smazed at the absence of a caption. 1f 1 had no

been to Perth lastyvear, | would never have recog-

nized that Mikhail Pieroe’s photograph is of that
Apstralizn ciiv.

ALEXANDRA J. CORNWELL

Hrunswick Heads, New South Wales

Residents of Tumbler Ridge m eastern Britsh
Columbia can identify with the piece on the Board
on Geographic Names, Since i incorporation m
1981 us the province’s newest resouice 1own,
based on open-pit coal mining. our town of 3.0
his received mail addressed w Thender, Tum-
bling, Tubler. Timber, Tublmg, Tumble. and o
virety of other names. "Ridge™ poses no prob-
lem . but the part named after tumbling rocks does.
Axne LEBrasc

Tumbler Ridie, British Columbia

Letters should be addeexsed 1o Fogis, Mattong! Creo-
grujhic Magazine, Hox 37448, Washanghom, L2 T 00T 3,
armd thouwld include sender s gddress and welephone mim-
bty Notall Fetiery con Be wsed. Those thuat are wil] often be
extived and exverpeed.

National Geographic, February 1901
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A Lifetime Recording the Black Spirit

of mire than hait a ceotury Prentice Hlerman

Bolk's camera documenited the ives of blacks

hiz native Alabama. Hy the time he died in 1984
at the age of 86, he was o legend

Like hixs counterpan James Van Der Zee, whi pho
tographed blacks in Harlem
[CreocearHic, February 1977)
Polk concentrated on aspeciiic
feEEnm rl_r_ s roated in L R-
Bama soil.™ savs Louise Daniel
Huotchimson, a mstonan wiio
has been researching P
nnd work. He recordied black
e in Macon County, ftom 8n
pnknowi sharecropper (right)
o Cleorpe Washinglon Carvet
(left), from family portraits 1o
the eivil nights movement. ™ Hie
captured the spmt of the people.” says Hutchinson
She exumined 13 000 of Polk's negatives al |:I-|-.r.'|_.'l:'.'

Uiniversity. where he was official photographer from
F938 unta] his death, Polk’s health and the guality of his
wiork declined in the 19k npnd 1YYk | hen come the

civil nghts movement, and Polk was “recharged.”

ii ;l..' |I||.'

Hutchinssmn savs. “ Everviinne just came 1ilo [ocus

A New Uuti[;g Clue: srome tools and ostrich cgesheiis Fhilip Cangench of the University
. ; die oy, " Using thes techmigque, we b Aiichigag, whose SOrTK Wis sup
Ostrich EEEEIWHE’ cian detlermine sequenies ol IEILIIII..:I ported in part by the Mational Ceo-
CICNTISTS studying sites that development or the ages of the praphic Socety, The team located
contain evidence of human oy ™ She and her group tested the the skeletal remains of 243 [arge
incestors face a “datng zap.” process o shell from Adnca, dstael prchaie whales in p “palecontologist’s
Hadocarban dating works oniy on inal Clhina, “10 works, ™ she says paradise " southwest of Cairo
rganic material less thun 440,000 “The lees were weak and the feet

years old, and the potussium-argon:  Fossil Whale Feet, v sl for -AI--IL--'L::-'i" “":!“:"'-ﬁr.l
o ingd % 1 BeruTriRie whe ale- . . Or o sapport L0E Wiahle, e ticn
method i mast cburats when mate-- pioy Made for Walking 2 AR AR A ol

riisl % more than 2000 (0N vears old vy, He thinks that sinee they

mow there may be a new tool to ost mammals live on lingd extended from the pelvic region
plug the gap: ostnch egegshells and hive feet. But whitles  they were used to help guide the
such shells are commonly found on mre mammals that bve o whitle during mating, Lther experts
sipes in dry areas of Afnca and Asia he water and don't have feet, Lhd ire not convinoed, & T
Fhe large ostrich cges attracted whales onice bive on land? Scientists  matter remains unsettled
o human ancostors, sayvs Alson pelieve they did. and now, Tor the
Brooks of George Washimgton Lini-  first time, o scientific team ha
versity, The egos servied ns food, the foand fossilired bomes from
dense shells a5 contaimens (or Carm beeriid Limbs and feel (nEht
g water and, evendually, &8 mate Hul the discovery ol
il o7 ormaments. whales that bived <
Brooks and her colleagues found miillion veurs npo-—in a

:|'|;_l|, cETTED marD SCrEs 1 the shells s that ™ now an

decsy at a constant, preductable, and Egyptian deseri—

very stiow rofe, Brooks, whose wirs  raises & new question
hiis best sunpored by the Nanonal Since the mbs wete s
Lreographiec Society, says il sGen Lny, what purpose did
[l clin use this decav rate to calco- Lhey sefve !

late a shefl s pee “We have lois of | he bopes were [oddnd
sites in Adricn with nothing b by a team headed by
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Keep A Great Thing Growing America,
Tree City USA

Y ou can peip make y hy removIng Certin nrancnes
Caty USA, make vour neighborhood how v b select and care for DTLTIIME L SIE

ITHOE st 1T TERA R S I| i ki AW LD |1|'|r'| | -|-!|'|-,_I T

more valughle when vou prune and care  lunction
|OT VOUT 1TE0S

\ free, easy-to-lollow “How To
Prunc” guide has been prepared by 1 he

pruning cul Pow Lo e o mEEEm-lh-’t
desired fomm Dow 10 sirenglihen you The Natimal
f Arbor Dy Foundatson




Galapagos Tortolse

Genus: Geochelone

Ssfrechis: rlgro

Adult size: Length, up
o 122 cm

Achult weight: Upto 227 by

Habitat: Vokanic islmnds
o the Ciaba A e
archipeeinge

Surviving mrmber:
Esnimmated at 10,
15,000

Photographed by

Frans Lanting

a greater awareness and understand-

—

Galapagos tortoises were o abundant that early explorers named the
islands Galapagos, Spanish for tortoises, But by the late 19th centu-
rv, hundreds of thousands of tortoises had been killed by whalers
for food. Island ecosystems are especially vulnerable, but with care-
ul protection, the gant tortoises will continue to enhance ther
unique natural environment. To save endangered species, it 1s essen-
hial to protect their habitats and understand the vital role of each
species within the earth's ecosys-
tems. Photography, hoth as a scien-
tific research tool and as a means

of commumnication, can help promote

g of the Galapagos tortoise and DS].

[he Mew Cloaa

Canon

our entire wildhife hentage.




Earth Almanac

Border Would Disappear
at U.5.-Mexican Park

t cold be called the ultimate
Tex-Mex project.” Conservi-
Ercenists welll recogmize it s the

iggest international park in the
wWorld - the L. 5. and Mexiweo can
AgiEe on cooperative managemen
of more than two mullion acres
straddhing the Rio Grande {above),

Already protected on the L. 5
side are more than 4 mulhond scres
including 802 541 in Hig Bend MNa-
Hommal Park,. Mow Mexico plans an
equivitlent sanctuary dhrectly across
the nver in rugeed Lorhuatls state

Desort species, some hard
pressed by human dévelopment,
share both sides of the river. Thes
mclidde the mountamn hon peErcarine
falcon, black bear, und an endan-
gered songbird, the black-capped
vireo, Each nation would admomster
1§ reserve but exchange indormation
and technodogy, as do the U S. and
Canada ot Wiaterton-Cilacier Inter-
nationsl Peace Park

“Chur combined parks mught opes
dbe ik 4 free fine wWhere yistiors

high civst Of rescue was justified
even though the population of
10,0000 e otters 1 the sound was
never serpously threatensd. “We
learned bow to build emergency
centers qm-_'l.'l'_p_ and we improved
veterinoary techniques that will help
anmals recover from futare ol
sprills,” saidd D, Randail Davis

f_ P m WHLIRA m; head Of the rescue.
& 30’ e The I was paid by the Exxon

Company L'SA, whose tanker
spilled 1019 million gallons of crude
oid on March 24, 1989, Aboat a third
of thie capturad otters died. many
from ingesting ol Of the 225 sarv-
vrs 19T were retumed to the wild,
and 28 pups and disablied adults
WEnT 10 AguaTiLms

L | — LT

coruld cross borders without going
through customes,” said Jim Carnco,
supenimiendent 4t Big Bend, “To
thiem it would be ong park.”

The High Cost of
Rescuing Otters

apturnng, clesming, and treat-
ing 357 ottess stricken by the
ail spill in Prince William
Sound, Alaska, nearly two years ago
cokl 15 3 milhon dollars in salories
capture boats, hellcopter time. and
the comstruchon of three eme FRCACY
factlittes. That works oot 1o §51 260
pet otter, But scientists believe the

EEEEM IETTREN, 5L SFDCK

Yational Geographic, February 100}



Some Of The Reasons For Saving
Tropical foresisAre Illsunneunng

Whin an ax nnes in some e te tropical  of people depend on these forests for survival

forest, it 'II"r*" ill oo close to home. When Continued deforestation at the current

the hal ||_-'| alf the world's plant and animal  pace —which will lay waste to '|r|;I'e.:-: 15 |arge

species is destn 'w d ata rate of B0 acresevery asone thir 1 ’r‘"—- ntinental U.5. by the yea

wallall [.'“ W '-||| |'!' R F:" II'_'|I — Wi ” 0 LUS 0 | |||- ':.,| Al |, I|'|||I I a5 .I.'I
Tropical 1|-r- 515 ||r']"-'":" yielded precious  undiscoverad benetits

medicines, food cropvanehes and much more But it need not continue "-"-f"n“~|" order o

They u-—*lui itat Ior manv rare birds 1r|‘| ther ’fr'|:| Lt oW VoL C '-|||"'-“ keen trooical forests
wildlife. And the lives of hundreds ot milions  alive, before the reasons disappear,

I(eenTmmcuI ForeslsAIwe'“

G Naw vl A




Farth Almanac

Nuts to Ivory, Carved
seeds Help Save Forest

Virry- e B nuts, maile mto
buttons, may help keep Ecus-
or green. Two L. S, clothing
companics are buymg hundreds of
trsdnsnnd I creaam=coired Hsien
ers made from the polf-ball-sire tres
wwed, Villagers m Kio santiago Co-
muna who pick the nuts are hoping
L pivsper, thereby demonstrating
that ram forests are more valon bl
stanching than cul for lumbet
Fashioned imio jewelry and F1sm-
e, the rock-hard nuts also affo
wbstitute for ivory, now banned
Erihen internationgl trade. Evnidence
of a ZMEyear-old 1mguh-corving 1o
binon o South Amenca was {oond

!”. rl_'h.\_'_L--\__:l_ -.'_||!'| ||_"'..\_-_.|.._|1 |I:-:

international (C1, wihieh indtinted

1] - B B - II
LA TELOn propedt. | s marks i

comeDuaCk Tor 1oIn seed for bt

foms Boefore plastie laree s ||_-|'|.:-_|_._'

| oimt 2ffective, | he clean eold water
contiins phosphotes. nitrates, and
sihicites thal nurture algae pro-
cessad for food suppicments and
seaweed for sushy wrappmg. In com
murcial ponds the water supports
snlmon, lobsters. oysters. sen
urching, and abalone (below), On
land, piped through the soil, i fools
co0l-weather crops— letfuce, straw
Perries, atdl asparapus —into grow

g m ok climiates

it i the 1930
viarkebing tagua huttons s only

the first phose of n C1 plan (o
thicrEase the gse of some 2 N rr
torest proddicts, including medi
ines, furniture, and baskets, “It's
me thing to wear i
Save the BEarth.” ™ sard owidoo
[othing manufscturer Bill Scran-

fOn. TS ENTETCT CITTE TEy WEAT

Bution that Lovs

PFotton ol does wve the aartly

Higher EPA Fines
Make Pollution Costly s

Witk sfncter il oroe-
el Iry fhee B nviron-
meninl Profeciion
Agency, pedinters are
PITIRE MGfe i e

L. 5. Treasury

Bonus in the Search for
Energy: Food

HCTIng .I:'.'r- LR T si=dt D)
make electricity, researchers
(ke island of Hawa
came un with strawbermics. libsliers
1

ald |_||!.|'|_ SE W O
Experiments in producing powet
from temperniure varations in sea-
water béegan 11 yvears-ago ot the MNat-
ural Energy Loaboratory on Keahole
Point. Warmth from surface water s
used 10 vaporze pmmonta. daving a
turt-generator. | hen 457 F waler
pumiped from 2200 feol deep chilis
the vapor, condensimig it [Or reuse
sharing the seawnicr with agqua-

' A cultire, however, hay proved mor

Natronal Geographic, February 1901



You have
to kill
a whole
elephant
togeta
little ivory.

The road to extinction is paved with Ivory bracealets, rings and carvings.
Adl beautiful, All deadly.

Every day in Africa, 143 elephants are slaughtered. At this rate, they'll
be wiped out in 25 years. Unlass yvou help now, First, gon't Duy ivory, nesw ar
oid. And alert everyone you Know

Then, suppart World Wildlife Fund's elephant action campaign. We are
the only group actively working with local people across Africa to stop
poaching and save alepnant lancs.

Help us hire mMore rangers, buy more jeeps, equip more patnols and
save more elephants. Send for mare information now, And help keep Ivory
wihere it belongs.

SAVE ELEPHANTS. DON'T BUuY IVORY
WORLD WILDUFE FUMND Cept ZA1 1250 2asn 51 MW Wssrngion, 0T 20037



On Assignment

pirepid pair, photopourmna hiss
ANGELA Frsioes, left. and
CUArRGL B

LwTTH. who chal
lenged the rugeed 1solation of south
western Etluopin to make friends
with the Surma, date ther collabs
rution Lo 1978 m Namrob

In 1977 Aneela had traveled from
BT ruatyve Australia to Keny:
inspired by i film on the Seren-
getl. She became fascinated with
the Masar—aos did Amencan-Borm
Carol, upon her armval later from
Howlon, Aneela’s brother.

engmecred a meeling between the

ST
EW alteT I.|5l.l"._'I L Omn| om a Dalloon

r-::i il OvEr O Ehame pUrk and reslirs "
fthint she and his sister were
SPETITS W th & g

ke
L Al
ds,” Angeln
recalls, Cften traveling together
Anpgeln finished her book.
LllII wrasd. on ewelry and '1I"-|:- AR

FRTON [ CFEDGRARH

o love ol
W became fast fnen
| frica

Ny e ber

1953, 6= Carol complered boaks an

1he vibsm fnd on NIEer & Wil
reopde | CrFDGRA PH

In 1985 the two embar
ambitious five-vear joant project;

iltures of

innbhe
.: |-|||.'|_- . | J'l-\._'||

kod om an

ent the major
the Horn of Alrca. Tust pubhshed
Africen Are (Hamy s -"-.|-|.||||-

Inc.. New York, 1990) includes dis-
cussinm of the seminomiadic Surma
Larol and Angela rode by muile

trun for thees dave to reach the
remotse Surin
expresson incliedes
[hie arist Kodaholi, lefi
pmon the best. Chimor, n hat.
s rovered as '
chammon of violent stick -fighting

| hromged
oy funcdreds of rensed onlookers
surmia maen flml at one another with
IOTE |'ll'l.l."- F TTOYE TINCET G ENOH %

L0y ChOsCAgTE

wiliose créeative
LN :_'l.|||':-'||'||__=

T |r:|.:-
1 hattle-scarmed

Ol esls Known as daerga,

S WELEE W
“AS we photographed, donga
our heads
I

recalls Carol, "Uur S5urma fnends

ST R .r_-. L I'.||-I'|I| ll'll".r_

wino were terrified for our safety,
ance lited us into nearby trecs,
The crowds bristhed with anbguated
nfles. Atone fight when a quarred
rupled, threatening & shoot-out,
everyone fell o the ground

surmi women stll prowdly weur
large plates in their lower lips. Caro
e A I'IE_l."l
their submects that at the end of theit
final visit, some of therr friends
isked them 1o SEAEY PRI :'.I.'Il'.|:-
no lip pliofes required

But among other Serma, who feli
cxcluded by the photographers,
irouble was brewing. ™ We were told
LICRE angry SUTMIA Wore poing 1o
ambosh s when we tned to leive,
sivs Angeia, “50 the day before, we
nvited the chiet and s family to

our camp for o big meal. Would

became 50 involved with

they escort us o i i'll'l.'l."-.'-.:l.lTl' [hey
chid, nnd 1 worked, although we did
s soome Surme hidden in the

trees— probablhv with guns. ™
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