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Above China

The world’s most populows nation, once one of Ifs most gecretive,
unfolds under the camera of aerinl photographer Georg Gerster.
An unprecedented view of China's vast and diverse topographty

with text by Larry Kokl

Faulkner’s Mississippt  a:s

The spirit of the literory giont endures in his hometown af

Oxford, inspiration for a fictional world in which human weakness
arud the strength to persevere are both part of the londscape

By Mizsissippt writer Willie Morris and photographer

William Albert Allard

Wildhite Quest to
South Georgla =

Each vear for more thon a decode Sally and Jérome Poncet,

now with their three children, have sailed the frigid wiaters of
this remote South Atlantic islond, recording their observations
of o stunning array of seabirds and seals. Sally Poncet chronicles

the family’s odyssey. Photographs by Frans Lanting

An Indian Cemetery Desecrated:
Who Owns Our Past?

Relic hunters soarching for saloble grove goods hove rinvaged
an ancient Indion bural ground in Kentucky, outraging
Native Ameriéans and archasolopists alike. Harvey Argen reports

ar the liosa to our national heritage. Photographs by Steve Wall

Trap-Jaw Ants: Set for Prey s
Harvard zoalogest Mark W. Moffett iourneys 1o the ratr forests

af Costa Rica and Trinidad to study elustve ants whose gpecially

adapted hair-trigger jows can shop up hyperoofive springros,

their sole prey.

Covir: Evoking the tragic figure from William Faulkner’s nofed
short story “A Rose for Emily,” University of Mississippl semmior
Alexis Cassidy Burdine poses at Isom Place, an antebellum
mansion in Oxford. Photograph by William Albert Allard.
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Photographs by GEORG GERSNTER
Text by LARRY KOHL

SENION EIMTOREIAL STAFY

HIELDED FROM FOREIGN EYES for most of its history by xenophobic
rulers, the intenor of the world s third largest country was for cen-
turies terra imcognita to the Western world. Now one of the
world's foremost aerial photographers, Georg Gerster, gives us a
view of China as few have seen it. Recognizing his artistry, the
Chinese government gave him and & team of photographers un-
precedented access and assistance, providing aircraft from the People's Lib-
eration Army for a monumental overview of this kaleidoscopic land —to
capiure not only the patterns of nature s grand design but also the human im-
print of the aldest continuous civilization on earth. “Each day out,” Gerster
savs, “a tapestry of toil and triumph would unfold before me. 1t was almaost
like witnessing the eighth dav of creation.”

In the north the Chinese are engaged in a massive tree-planting program in
an attempt to stem the encroachment of dezert sand from the vast Gobi. A few
saplings from this * great green wall, " which extends 4,000 miles from ¢ast 1o
wesl, bravelv confront a8 wavward sand dune (night) near the southern border
of Inner Mongolia

f OPPOSITE PAGE FOLDS OUT >
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E USE every
inch of the

land,” Chinese
aay, to explain how
a nation anly slightly larger than
the United States can feed 1. ]
billion people: n population
some four times thatof the U 5
In provinces like Sichuan, with
its 100 million people, and
Jiangsu, with more than 60
mithion, the boast may indeed
b true.

situsted in the mid-latitudes,
much of China enjoyvs a temper-
ale climate and ample monsoon
riinfall. However, in the far
northeastern province of Hel-
longliang winters are long and
bitterly cold. There, laden with
silt after a summer rain, the
songhua River (preceding fald
out) meanders through wheat
fields that were blanketed with
trees a century ago. Traditional
home of the Manchuos, who
ruled China for 267 years until
their Qing dynasty was aver-
thrown in 1911, the province
has been viewed in this century
as a great unexploited bread-
basket. Today, despite the short
growing season of 120 days,
Heillongjiang communes are
producing some of China's
most hountiful harvests of corn
and sovbeans from the rich.
black soil

Cradle of Chinese civilization,
the Yellow River (Huang He)
watershed has supported an ag-
ricultural society for more than
¢, 000 vears, longer perhaps than
any ather place on earth. This

284

amaring endurance is due to the
fertility of the Loess Plateau,
which emibraces some 115,000
saquare miles of loamy beige
sail. On the plateau's northeast-
ern perimeter, in Hebei Prov-
mce (above), a single terraced
ridge probably supports several
nundred millet farmers and
their famlies

Crecupying little more than
ane percent of China's total
territory, Jiangsu is the most
densely populated province. [is
sputhern kalf is on the broad
alluvial plains of the Yangtze
River (Chang Jiang), which for

millennia has been discharging
great loads of silt, extending
China's landmass out into the
East China Sea. There, near
shanghal, recently harvested
fields {right) surround a village
built, as ic the custom, on the
banks of a canal. Part of a dense
network of waterwavs criss
crossing the Yangtze Delta, such
canals have provided transpor-
tation and irmgation for area
inhabitants for more than 3,000
yvears. In the small plots behind
their homes, farmers grow vege:
tables for sale in China's now
thriving private-marke! sector

National Geographic, March 1080



meE W L e SRR BRSS -
el ik T""I"I-‘—I- i i

-l-_1l—-ll-ln —-J‘-_I ! T-_-In.-.'-.

-1 .——:—--______-
.
-—".-—.'- 1_"|'I § d@-m" § ¥R

T -- —— ==
— | == 1

e

: [ . =
o
_— T =
- - - - —

e | 0B







ODUGED by ravines and
gullies, the morthern
saches of the Loess
Plateau each veur
contribute a share of the sedi
ments that pive the Yellow Riv-
er ils nome. Seen during jn
August dry spell, & terraced
bagin near Datong in Shanx]
Province (left) is threaded
with watercourses that feed the
Yongding River, also known as
thie Small Yellow River, Com-
posed mainly of silts dating back
to the Inte Pleistocene epoch, the
loess deposits that cover the
plateay are an average of 200
feel deep, Prevailing winter
winds sweeping over the great
bend of the Yellow River depos-
it the loess in successively
smaller granales from northwest
to eotheast, with the finest
soils accumulnting around the
ancient Wer River Valley in con-
tral Shaanxi Province. Each
wvear an average of 1.6 billion
tons of this sotl wash into the
river. Three-guarters of that
amount regches the Yellow Sea.
| he balance builds up in the
Fverbed, causing the channel to
rise continuously, Through the
coenlurmes it has risen hetween 15
and 40 feet nbove the surround-
mp plain. The river is contained
by dikes, bullt higher ench vear
Cvier the past 25 centurits
broken dikes have wreaked
flopds on the countryside
with devastating repularity
One of the worst in history
occurTed in 1938 after Chinng
Kai-shek’s Kuomintang troops

Above China

brenched the dikes Lo check the
southiward march of Japaneszs
troops during the Sino- japanese
wWar
perhaps a millon peasants, dis-
placing milllons more

While the government has
been encouraging agriculturnl
settliement of northern platesu
regions since 1949, many Chi
neése peopraphers belteve that
destriction of so-bholdimg
grasses in the once pastured
uplands carries a price too high
for the environment. Marginal
agriculture in arens like the
hadliands of the Ordos Plateau

Fhe tactic cost the hives af

Wi SEDUTAUANE FTCOLLEW NG PRIED

(above), thev say, exacerbales
the process of desertification,
which in recent centuries has
spawned whole new deserts
bath north and south of the
Great Wall. Recopnizing the
prablem but slow o carb new
agriculture, the government has
been waging & relentless strug-
gle to anchor the soil by plant-
ing grasses and millions of trees
In the denuded hills of central
Cansu Province (following
PALES] DATTOW catchment ba-
sing, called * fish senle pits,”
have been dug to capture the
rain to nourish voung trees
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PLUME of mmddustrial
waste (nhove) hefouls
the harbor of Shan-
tou, a port city in
Craangdong Provinee
(Chinese industries discharge
millions of tons of raw sewage
o] Lhorsandds of tons of oxic
wastes into their country's riv-
ers and offshore waters. Even
before the economic reforms
launched in 1982 1o speed the
nittion’'s development, all of
China’s major rivers were set
sy polluted —a sstuation
thatl has now gone from bad o
worse, Acknowledging the se-
verity of the problem, the gav
erovment has passed a number of
lnws to curb it, scormnmg a notable
success with petroleum wastes
Incidents-ol toxic dumping
however, continue, In 1987, {or
example, the country suffered
its worst chemiical disaster in
history whoen a lertilizer facton
I'JUI:I'I.;II:'I'l. toxic material into the

Abvove Lhino

Foach vear

Manchang River near the city ol
Changzhi, resulting in iliness for
wpme 15,000 people

ALr poliution has also risen o
alarming levels in most major
cities, with the nir quahtwv in
Beijing often reported to be 16
tmes worse than i New York
City. One way the government
hopes to combal the problem
1% Lo continue loCating new
industriesn thinly populated,
resource-rich regions ke He;
longjiang. There, near Harhin,
the prrovincial capital, a brick
factory (lefi)—a common sight
throughout China— DUrns coal,
taking advantage ol the prov-
mee’ s most important mineral

resciliee, T hiough coment fac-
tories are working overtimse to
keep up with the nation s ranid
urban deve
still the primary building
materinl for China's multi-
tpcdes — 400 million of whom

live along the Pacific shore

aprment hricks are
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Near the citv of Guangzhou
(Canton) the Lightly packed
homes of a nver-bound villnge
(following pages) illustrate the
density of settlemenl. When the
Chinese took their linst census
m 1982, an army of 5.1 million
canvassers found the nation s
population to be 1008, 175,284,
sn increase of more than 30
millon since the previous cen
sus in 1964, While the country's
efforts to reduce population
growth have proved an out-
standing success, the nation
continues Lo grow by tearly
15 million people n year

I.:Ij]
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ONG ENOWN as the Land
||." .I';:.ll‘| .Ln|'| E'-'i'|||, ||'|I
Chinese equivalent of

paradise, the lower

Yangtae region produces a quar-
ter of Chinn’s annual rice ¢rop
Fed by ndjacent canals, flooded
rice fields insouthern hangy
Province fulfill their fablerd
promise by spmetimes serving ns
fishponds during periods when
they-are submerged. Planted
with sugarcane and mulberries,
even the earthen dikes perforn
double duty, while the fields car
vield three harvests a voar—two
af tice and one of wheat. When
asked how China, with only
percent of the world ' s farmland,
15 nble to support more thim 21
percent of the world's
tion, gecgrapher Lhao Songaian

[HOpuED

of the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences point=s to the Yangtze
Delta, claiming, "'This is
probnbly the best ecological
system in the world, With the
constant creation of new paddy

dAbove China

cond, L 1S Actually improving,.’
MWenr the city of Suzhot, n
procession of barges snakes
along the anctent Grrand Canal
(left), Begun perhaps as early
is the fourth centurv B.C., the
waterwny has been bullt and re

Faidt over the ages. he greaters

pirt was constructed during the

Sul dvnasty at the turm of th
sixth century A0,
mitilion Inborers are said Lo

when 5.5

have completed 1,500 miles of
canal in s:ix vears. Kublai Khan
w o estahlishedd the Mongol, o
Yian, dyvnastvin 1270, oviersaw
the rebuilding of the canal to
transport grain from the delto
Lo s capital city of Dhadu, later
called Betiing, Todav the canal
serves madnly local commerce,
though the government 5 con
sidering plans 1o eguip if with
y svstem of locks and [ILEIT S
as part of a massive water
diversion project o alieviate
shortages in nocth Ching
Thinks in part to the delta’s

T nﬁ'-r-

JIRMGE Y

= ':u:rl'.l.lq

*, |
g DUZHOU,

extreme fertility and the ease
with which its flat topography
can be tilledd, Jiangsu has be-
come one of China's most pros
perous provinces. In contrast
hilly Ginzhou is among the
pation s poorest, Near the town
[ Aunyvi smoke from a cement
factory drifts over one of the gent-
lv rolling intermontane basins
(following pages) ol the rugged
Lrutehou Plateau. [t was al
Zunviin 1935, during the Red
Army's famous Long March,
that Mao Zedong -began 1o con
soludate has power within the
Chinese Communist Party
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EACON OF LIFE amid
the arid and tortured
lancdscape of the Tur-
pan Depression, an

oasis of ripening grapes mocks
the shimmering heat in China's
Land of Fire. Une of & thou-
sand or so green islands that rim
the deserts of Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Reglon, the oasis
receives mich of its water
through a system of shaftz and
subterraneénn aqueducts called
kares. Tracing the course of the
underground canals, what ap-
pear to be gopher holes (right)
represent the backbreaking
labor of workers who &re low-
ered in donkev-tethered bashkets
theough vertical shafts to clear
the channels of dirt and rubble.
An enswer Lo the high evapora-
tion rate of surface water in the
desert, the karez CRITY Sn0W and
glacier melt from the nearby
Tian Shan to appointed oases
through a network whose total

208

length has been estimated at
|, 90 miles. Knrez, some-
times known is ganals, are
thought by most scholars to
have originated in Persin more
than 2,000 years ago
Extending some G0 miles
wiross the northern parl of the
Turpan Depression, site of the
enrth's secomnd lowest surface
point, after the Dead Sea, the
crenellated flanks of the Flam-
ing Mountains {following paiges)
routinely boast China's highest
recorded temporitures, Actual-
lv & low-lyving nidege of heavily
eroded sandstone, the moun
tartie are well-known to all
Chinese from the 16th-century
novel fotrney Lo the West,
which traces the pilgrimage of a
Chinese monk and his human-
ltke companion, Monkey Sun
Wukong, across the sands of
Xinjiang to India in search of
the =aurce of Chinese Bud-
dhism. Along the wav, at the

National Cmographic,
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Flaming Mountains, Monley
defeated the wicked princess
Iron Fan in a great battle, which
1Tk Skl E'.I."-'EI'.| uent centuries wiould
become a lavorite subject of
Chinese opera

With its blistering heat and
scant rainfall, the climate of the
Turpan area has helped pre-
serve the ruins of many ancienl
cities that rose, flourizhed, and
fell along the caravan route
known as the Silk Road, South
of Turpan, an unknown number
of similar cities are thought to lie
buried under the sands of the
great Taklmakan Desert

tarch 1080
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IGH ABOVE its rivir-

fed onsiz in the

Turpan Depression,

the ruins of linohe
recall the centuries of religious
and political turmaoil that en-
rulfed the Xinjiang regmon
hefore the city's decline in the
13th century A.D. Though its
ariginil inhabitants are tun-
known, it had become a center
of commerce for the Han dynas
tv, when its name, which means
“the intersection of two nivers,”
[irst appeared in court records
Itwas during that dvnasty {206
B.C.-A.D. 220) that camel cara-
vans laden with Chinese gonds
began traversing the 4,000-mile
trade route later called the
Silk Bond. Along this route in
the centuries to follow, Bud-
dhist missionaries from India
carried thedr faith to the desert
kingdoms of Xinjiang nnd the
heart of China itself. Jinohe
apparently became a bastion of
the new rellpon, as the remains

Above Uhina

af it= monasteries, temples, and
n cluster of a hundred small
shrines (above) seem Lo sty
Unlike many other desert cities
of its time, Jiache needed no
wills, since 1le glevation Some
hundred fect abhove the river-
heds provided protection. Ar-
chaeologists believe the city was
inhabitted mainly by landlords
and priests, while farmers lived
in the surrounding lowland. By
the 1enth century a second great
religion had found it way east
along the Silk Road, and the
tribal kingdoms of Xinjisng be-
o [Irc
cess marked by bloodshed and
relighous violence. At Jiaohe and
throughout Xinjiang, Buddhist
art and statuary wete defaced
by Ishumic icomoclasts, as
Xinjinng became the Muslhm
stronghold that it still is today,
Oleler than the Silk Road,
parts of China'sGreat Wall date
hack to ot least the fourth cen-
tury 6.C., when & number of

gan o convert 1o Islam

J\. -
hm - g
o mdtane Badfing ™ o

-'ll.
N,

s o g

inclividual walls were built by
nurthern kingodoms o a defense
against nomadic tribes of the
ared. When Qin 5hi Huangdi
unified these Kingdoms under
his radie (221-210 B¢ ), he joined
their walls into a single line of
fortification. Al watchtowers
plong the way soldiers kepl o
wary eve sgams! the feared
marauders of the steppes. Seen
here at Gubetkou Pass north of
Beijing UHollowing pages), the
wall extended more than 3,000
miles from an arm of the Yetlow
Sen to & point on the Silk Road
m northern Gansu Province.

EES
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MUE AN DUCTEAN GULT
niow i freshwaoler
like teemning with

fish and crustaceans

Uit Liake occupies the center of

Lhe southern part of the Yangts

Dl

thiat has bhutlt up over the pasi

a tongue of silted land
millenmium or two, For cento-
ries O hinese tourists have
[locked to the parks that still
line much of the lnke's shon
In recent vears lnnd reclomation
Tor fs

VoS [above)
[eldds hos encroached uphon the
0 -sryuare-mile lnke
Home to about 30 millon

people, inciuding the L2 mutlion
mbhcltants of 1he runicipality
of Shanghus, the Yanetze [elta
=8 showcase for Chma's nirw

responsiity system ol agn

cudtere, wich hos made 8 gnod
pirtion of the country' s so-
called pensants the most highly
et members Of the ecanoms

A radical modification of th

cormmane svstem instituted 1
the 1050=, Lhe new scheme en
courages individual intiative by
brkrng remunerabhon with oot-
put. Offictals assert, however
that this represents a fine tun
ing, not an abrogation, of social
st principles, While individual
howuseholds are boing charged
with the responsibility of man-
e Lhetr own contracted plots
in infensely populnted provinces
like Jinngso, the state still owns
the land, And communal wark
brigades retmnin the raleo in less
populated regions such ns Gui-
zhou (right), where harvested
paddies are stncked with rice

gtmlles that will be used for fuel

BN« -III:||-'|-I

lhoweh only 12 percent of
Missouri-siee Guizhou 18 used
for ngriculture, farmers here
are able to obtain two crops 4
vear from thedr Tields, Lake

thir ot her ||r--'.'i.'|. s of eastern

L mma, this region recelves

Ll.l.-ﬂhh'l-l'ﬁ.f
JiAMNGEU L
. _-|r'||'.-;-|.1.|.
..__‘__J,,..'J-LIHHEII.I

thitndant preciputatian from
Lhie monsoons that sweep across
Lhe country from April throogh
L Ictober

in the northern reaches of the
Morth Chinp Flain
crazy qguilt of tractor-tilled corn
[telds (following pages) vields (o

where n

thet lay of the lnnd, mechanized
(arming ts increasineby th
narm, 1T hese fields m Lisoning
Province probahly represent the
caollective labor of one ngricul-
tural commune that normally
cildtivates 100, 000 miu, the tradh-
LHonal Chinese land unit, equal
to one-sEXth of an acre

Vafronal CGeeographne, Maorch 1080
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LANNED ang plotted by
the arcane laws of forg
vl —seeking harmo

ny with nature —the
tomb of Yung-lo (right), third
emperor of the Ming dynasty,
resli

B5 1N A trancut valley
parthwest ol Betjing, proleécted
by mountains from the evil spir
1ts known te ride the northern
winds. Nearhy the mounded
tombs of 12 other emperors al-
test to the glory of China's |ast
notive-Chinese dynasty

2 Th-vear reign was ong of the

T

iongest and most prosperous. In
13608 the Ming surged from rebel
strongho
drive the bt

ds in eastern China o

Mongols and
thoir Yuan dynasty from power
and to establizh their own capi-
bk in Svanpng. In 1420 Yung-lo
returmisd the capital to Beijing
ifter choosing the site ot which
|3 of the last 14 Ming emperors
would e buried in their respuec-
tyve tombs. Of these, anly one
that of Wan-H, has been excn
Ruling from 1572 to
1620, his was the longest reign
When hiz tomb
was opened in 1956, his bods

viied
in the dynasts

was found in a wooden coffin
Alongside were those of the
empress and hiz chief conew
hine. Exposed to the air, the
three coltins and Lherr remains
rapidly distntegrated, which is
pone reason that Chinese archae
ologists are reluctant Lo open
the remaining tombs

Todey millions of Chinese

fourises visit the tombs each
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vear to honor the dynasty that
restored Chinn's position as
Az s dominant power nfter
centuries of decline. Befare the
Ming were usurped in 1544 by
punother band of foretgners from
the north, the Manchus, they
nad extended thete rale or mflo-
gnce throueh most of what is
now modern Ching, including
the Musiim kingdomes of Xin
1ang. 1here, on the outskirts of
the regionad capital of Urumagi,
the widely spaced grave sites of
Han Chinese encroach on the
Bl mounds of n traditional
Muslim graveyard (facing page},

lemanstrating in death what
has happened in life to the
Miustim minorilies m China’s
western regions; Now including
about half of Xinjiang's 12 mil
lian people, the Han are intent
upon settling the sparsely pop-
tlated, mineral-mich autonao
mMous regions. Futting peopte in
proxmity with resources —ol
whitch, in China, [and itself is
the most preciowus—is-all part
of & master pian {o propel the
nation into the 215t centur
with 4 momentom that will
carry it Lo full development

and prosperity E[
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FAULKNERS
MISSISSIPPI

At home with his dogs in Oxford, Mississipp, William Cuthbert Fawlkner
in 1947 was only three years away from winning the Nobel Prize in
Literature. An intensely private man, he was driven by the demons of his

creativity to transform his corner of the South into a seamless fictional world,

By WILLIE MORRIS
Photographs by
WILLIAM ALBERT ALLARD

15 SPTRIT 18 still here, of course: in the woodsmoke
of November from the forlorn country shacks,
in the fireflies in driftless random in the town in
June, in the summer wisteria on the green-
swirds and the odor of verbena, in the ruinec
ald mansions in the Yocona bottoms, in the ech-

i oes of an ax on ‘wood and of dogs barking far

awny, in the languid human ¢commerce on the courthouse souare,

in the aged whites and blacks bantering on the brick wall bheside the
jatl. His niece, Dean Faulkner Wells, says that late one night in the
house on South Lamar she awakened suddenly to the smell of his
pipe. She knew his ghost was there

William Faulkner™s imaginative, intultive cosmos— Yoknapa
tawpha County—was one af the most convincing ever conceived
by a writer. His own "little postage stamp of native soil,” as he
called it, was g spiritual kingdom that he transmuted into o micro-
cosm not only of the South but also of the human race, More than
any other major American novelist, with the possible exception of

WiLLiE Mogris, o former editor of Harper's magazine, lives, writes, nnid
teaches in Chxford, Mississippi. His most recent novel, Taps, will be pub-
lishisd by Doubleday |ater this yvear WiILLIAM ALRERT ALLARD photo-
rraphed his irstarticle for NATIONAL GEOGRAPHLIC in 1904, thisizhis 1Bth

515



Warking the emd of a fuarpest
Likorers Liad Mailis asis & 1141
bed tratler triick af a cotlon Pin
i Shaw, Mis LSS5I r.-'l'rl'l:-'
sets the pace of life in Faulk-
ner s mythical Yoknapatawplia
.o -.-|,'_|-_ whose seal __|'. Herson
15 the fictional counterpari of
Chxford. Finding all the ma-
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Howthorne, he staved close to home. In his vouth, there were a few
nonths in the East, in New Orleans, in Europe, but in the 19205
soimething turned in him; he began to realize the ndvantnees of us-
ing the place where he had been reared g the setting for much of his
ctipn. Despite his Inter sojourns in Hollvwood and in Charlott
ville, VirEinm |i-||l'-'-_-i| t and emotional fidehity to Oxhord and to
Vissesgippr, W the land gnd the people that shaped him, was at the
re of his being. so that today Oxford and the real count La
avetie —are the most tangibly, palpably connected to one write

aul of anv locake in America

_|I i I..I {1 FTHRINS 1 S L £l |'|I- [ .'_ |_'.'I.|'_ 'I,'_'|' |'l|-l' c lll'ull'_ il
(e miuvia imefes Bhereadedt Oy black, aimost moftoniess bayou
-":-.'I II'II_:F-I netrable with o |.'-'.'-.'. e - rree craned o .'I et s o [ T i1
iy @ Words like these first drew me to Faulkner whas

| wiis, |--III giok Mississipm bow at the University of Texas in Lh
950z At fir=t | was nwestruck, mesmerized, then saturated. Hi
W :|||E sartorises and Snopes: L mprsor i Varners, Beau
namps and CGibsons, dogs and mules and woodlands and swamj
DotioImns wis 11y wiorld ton "l.'l' own Yoo [y wasonly ! 20 miles
trovm s Bictionnd Jetferson
L hen, alter a while, | became frightened, a fear that seeped deep
into my blood and left me nearly breathless with doubt. 1 thought |

wanted o he a writer. How could one ever be g= good a< this man#

Finallv I made mv private truce with Mre, Bill. I oever met him

ere were too many vears between u But | know him. Afbe

riime 1 the East, | now Hve i his

LLIAM FAULENER wAs asmall man. about Tive feel
yiacial expression ancd the set of his heail

'|I| neck o .|-| shoulders, especially in his later years

_--_l I 1] |'|I|||-.-.!|_|.| I__'l'_! .-! .|_.- Iri-'._||!|| _l__!.-.lllI

ST Iul' ||.||: CAITYINE DOWwWer., ani |||' : -|||-_!

A short He seemed to be

i w : .'!.E
long outdoors lh:n: Faulkner Wells remembers. “His skin wa
veathered, tan, shghtly wrnnkled, and he smelled of horses and
lesther, cedirs and sunshine, pipe tobacco and bourbon.™

His father owned o livery stable, then a hardware store, and &t
was the secretary and bhustiess manas H the Lmiversib (| _.'-'il----
yEjud (e Mis Hiz plavmates were s brothers and cousins gnd
neighborbood children and the black children of the servants, Th
id block retnimer, Maommy Caroline Barr, was a second moth
|'.|I.-.I' I.'.:”.I:":l'!:I" Li I|II N Ay CE Y L RN, | W LIiAl ||| = -II_'I
vhen he was grown and that in later life was almost worzhipful
vithough he read a great deal inhizvooth, he was not considered
| bookworm, He was impatient with school. He played gumrtes
back faor Oxford High Schonl. where he broke hics nose. He was an
erratic pitcher in pickup baseball games. All his life he loved to ride
horses, which were always throwing him, and as a grown man hi

ewnen asailboatl andd Loo Drcie m being a -..!|IIF ||'. Wils FT II

goll and tennis and handy with tools, He adored, of course; to hunt




Come up, boys, " the Texan

says in Faulkner's story

Justin time fo buy a pood gen-
tie horse cheap. "

-:"-'ll-.'rl-' TR -'.F [ !I.r OF 5 'I-I-: r.'.f.'-..J.'-
CAry al an |||I'I.TI.|“'.' !I' Irt nedl
Pomtotoe, where shrewd farm-
ers from the hills gather te bid

i ]
O FROYFSCS anid Bd "

Fie fits 1r'..'J'.'lr.:||l;1.'..'r. 'J!lll.'..‘ Fad

Faslkner contrasts the warn-
mess of such farmers with the
decadence of fallen aristocrats
and e mpacaors greed of

II!I-I " '-!'-'Il Bl
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~roEen |I.III i rrrererret i I|FI.'-'
|_-_|||i||.|| .rlll:- IIII il I|IrIJIII||.. |I-I I.|.||.||I'.
and relarives

Tuwmor Kimbrowgh relax at his

of hiues musician
|'.':1|'.'.'; TR I'|_ f:'-ll'.'r "'||'l;-|.'||__l_~'
fafe on a _"~'|'I|:'..I| dfternoon
"That's all any story ig, "
Faulkner said, *"You catch this
(Trdity which (s human Tife

TR % .
dErrdd PO |||!| H.&

dl |I|.'|:|I.I|I '|||' r.' :.||II||I
pou stop of fong enowgh for
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hot. In Virrinia vears later he rode to the hounds. He laved dogps
i understood them as much as he did mules

He admired the girls of has vouth but was habitually shy, then
and Inter. Long before he became a writer, he was in love with his

future wife, Estelle, a tragmle, popular beauty one and a half vea:

his senior. But her parents constcered him undeserving and witl
pul promise, and she marmed someone ¢lse, bore two children, the
eventunlly was divorced and marmed hitm

He eniovied Lhe mMpaEny o hildren, He relished conversationad
games: Who were the 12 Caesarse I vou were & vegetable, which
L ||||,|-||||:|':|': ] l_.|||'|".I|-.

He could be curt and rude and cuthing, even among e famih
He hikd no patience with cruel ulfoons in any locale, §am certin
he considered himself o Sartoris, an aristoorat, a fallen patrictan
triving to regain the grandeur of hif great-grandiather W, |
Falkner. (W. C_ had dropped the ¢ from the surname, and William

remnsérted it ) Bot to him, 1 sen=e. manners had nothing to d

o with
class or color but with the way people behaved — ther guintessen
tal character. When be went to the University of Virgimin mn his

Virginians because they were snobs, Dot v manners. traudition
II.I--_|. ||--! -I.llll = B .'l..-l.lll.
:.I.l 1| - T ! I ||| FeRrrErsr St 9 il' il Illl-l| ! ||: 3 ||"il 1 II

Lelephonée and did not own o television, For vears he drove an an
cient convertible with rusted floorboarcs. hinegs kept {adling oul

bonks, shirts, tovs, Dshhooks, swimming=smts, When he had mo

v, he bought fine thines, He took good care of s family, He w
intensely loval to thase he loved

He wenton horrific inges. He could be acruel drunk, or a total
v silent one, and later contrite. Those who knew him sav he would

.|||:||| | CONSCIGESLY |.'. |!|I Ili | _'||i': [ |_|I:'|-E._ |||__E.|_. IRl 1hi

would. His bouts of heavy drinking followed not only failures but
also successes—such as the one shortly after he was told that he had
won the Nabel Prize. Tt is lik | it he drank less than i _.'"""Il.ll'i:-'
Mimored, Out he wis often tre |'-"i'i1'-1-'I"!l|'=-l" L8 sanilartum in
Hyhilia, 35 miles north of Oxlord, and that i= where hie diedd

He wrote and told monumental tales ol being a galot and a war-

Sometimes vou have to lie Lo tell the truth. When, at 21, |

came home from Cannda nfter World War 1, he wore around town
the aniform of i Brrtish ofhicer, complete with pips, wings of the
Roval Flyving Corps, Sam Hrowne helt, cane, ani
He affected a limp and claimed to have a silver plate in his head
from a plane crash. The truth was he had not completed flight
training and had never left Canad:

People began callinghim Count No "Count. |

winrked as a paginter and caroenter, He enrolled

-
-
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1
=
-
-
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£WITHE T il _::lll
li'il I-I.' |'||||| 1'|'r|

only a few blocks west of the courthouse squars

Hemadea Din Enghsh. One of the Qe Miss Iiterary societies re
tused him membership, Foratime he ran the university post otfice
“He wias the damnedest postmaster the world hns ever seer A

Ireend sl A professor fled a Bl of complaint that the ondy way



peaple could gel their maitl was o dig b out of the trash can at the
back door. The postmaster dilaved delivery of magazines until he
had read them himself. He and bis comriades played cards in Uhe
back and closed down the post office early 1o go play golf, When he
resigned under pressure, he declared that he never again wonld be
at the beck and call of Tevery o) H. who's zot two cents for the
price of wstamp.” He was later dismissed as the scoutmaster of the
Cxford troop when o preacher commlained about his drinking

He was frequently broke then. It was nol easy, He took the odd
jobs around the university and help from his mother; he pamterd
steeples and worked in the power plant. His early books were fi
nancial fatlures. From 1939 to 1932, in the most extraordinartly
productive penod of any Amerncnn writer in history, he putvhshed
sartorts, The Sound and the Fury, As i Lay [yoag, Sancluary, and

Light in Aweusi —all written while he was almost totally neglected
Mot until Sameluary i 1931, which the townspeople called his
“carncob book," did his work ateract attention, and even then,
owing to the publisher’s bankrupicy, he made no money tospenk of
on the ook, OFf and on over the vears Faulkner claimed that he
had written Sanctuary only for the money, which may or may not
be true but which detracts gratujtously from this poweriul book

y

OME PEOPLE in town stood by him, foremost the lnwyer
Phil Stone, one of hisearlv mentors, and his mother, Miss
Maud. Stone was four years older then he, an honors
prradunte of both Ole Missand Yale, a garrulous man who
ndvised and encouraged the tledgling poet and writer

He had some of the earlier manuscripts typed in s law ollice and

peddled them to editors

Whiss Maud was g tiny wisp ol & woman of tmmense lenacily and
pride, " Bill would have had very little,” his brother Jack often

[ =)
T
—




Payirg tribute o a fellow
southern writer, distinguished
critic Cleanth Brooks and Pai-
litzer Prize-uinning noveiist
Eudora Welty came to Oxford
it T987 o celebrate the
issue of a William Faulkner
conmemorative postage st
“T dont know any literary
people, Faulkner told inguir-
ing scholars, pipe clenched in
teeth. ""The people T know are
other farmers and horse people
aied Trinters, and we talk

bt horses and dogs ang
grang and what todo abewut this
hay crop or this cotton crap,
rrol abont Iiteriature.” And that
wars the role hie pla :.'.rrf af figme
in Qrcford fabowe) in 1962,

Tt triith, he was extraordi-
iy weell-read, finding in
Conrad, Melwille, Mann, Bal-
zac, Joyee, and others the in-
sperafion o Iu'r,l'-ul.'rr? dazzling
experiments in style




Chilling hus listeners shortly heard her say, “had he depended on the people of our county for

bhefore Halloween, curalor it." Dhuring her weekly rubber of bridge with ather ladies of the
Hovward Bahr reads Faulk- town, one of them disparagingly mentioned the corncob bool
rer's macabre story ‘A Rose ‘My Billy writes what he has to,” Miss Maud said. She finished
fore .I'."rr.‘l."_'."' m the east veranda the rubber of hridge in silence departed, and never plaved with
of Rowan Oak, the novelist's them again

morne amd refuge for 32 years He later called himself a farmer and seldom discussed his writ

Built in the 18405 in a se- ing. shelby Foote recalls driving into town as an aspiring voung
cluded grove of pak and cedar writer in the lute 1930s to keep an appointment with him. He
trees, the stately house had no parked his car ot the courthouse and asked 8 man sitting on & bench
rurHing waler or electr Tt for directhions to William Faulkner's house. The man looked at

when Faullener bowght it in himt, then turned hiz head and spit on the ground in disgust. Even
1930, Purchased by the Uni- when they did not read them, people naturally wondered if they

versity of Mississippi fn 1973, WeEre chiaracters 1o his books

Rouran Clak has been restored Ihere were rumors around town that he did not write the books
ared (5 open to the pubili (bringing to mind the old saw that Shakespeare did not write the

i"I:L_'- %, JuEt some fellow with the same name). For vears one TS0 -
nee of the town arpued before anvone who cared to hear that the
books were written by an erudite farmer who preféerred not to sign
s name, and that Bill Faulknér did not know the meaning of all

the big words

Iven as recentlyvas the early 1950, when Evans Harrington, lat
er the chairman of the Ole Miss English Department, was teaching

nglish 1n the local high schoal, btz students exchaneed snickers



antd knowing glances when he assigoed them “A Rose for Emily."
e asked them to explain their reactions. “We know about him, "
one of them said. “He's just an old drunk.” They told Harrington

of the delivery boy who went to Faulkner's house and saw him
naked in a cedar tree

shartly before he wan the 1949 Nobel Prize in Literature, his
brother John reported, the Ole Miss faculty considered awarding
himan honorary degree, bit the proposal wasvoted down. After he
pot the Nobel, the professors who previously voted agamst him
brought him up again. The others smd, “For shame, We can't
aftord to give him one now, 1t's too late.”

Here was a man, the writer Elizabeth Spencer savs, " one of us,
right over

wre a4l Oxford, shocking us and exposing us Lo péople
eleewhere with story after story, drawn from the South's own pri-
vale skeleton closet - . |, the hushed-up family secrel, the nice girl
who wound up in the Memphis whorehouse, the suicicdes, the idiol
bhrother kept at home, the miserable poverty and ignorance of the
poor whites . . . the revenge shootings, the occasional hnchings,
the real life of the blacks. What was this man tryving to dorf”
Faulkner was borm September 1897, died July 1962, Inthe years
since his death, there has been in s hometown the inevitable
coftening, asmgular amalgam of emotions involving pride, puzzle-
ment, fear, novstery, lorgiveness, and — in some guarters—a most
pegrudgme acceptance. dome o the town say that Oxford did not

Faulkner's Misstssip

Returning to Rowan Oak for
the fiest time in Ty YO rs,
Fanlkner's only chald, Jull
Fawlkner Sumomers, climbs the
stafraray to fer eld bedroom
“Pappy conld be most .;J':J',l']'
cudt with adwles,"" she says,
“but he had a world of
patience with ¢hildren, ™
Srapped for money |:II.IH'IJ']'1|;|_T
her chiildhood years, her father
P months at a time writing
scripts in Hollyweed, often
mrserably homesick. e lates
recounted the sory — another
ficttor — that fe huad once 1old
thim at the siudio he was
going Home fo work, and
threy sristivoke i (@ rtean
Beverly Hills
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really begin to look upon himseriously until MGM armived in 1949

Lo Tk Jebrueder dn the Dhast, affording the local citizens the mult

B ¥
fald titlllations of Hollvwood, it parts for hemegrown characters

and outside money. The Nobel Proze, with the films dnd photo
eranhs of Count Mo "Count beside the King of Sweden, miust hav
had almost a5 salubrions an effect. ™ The vast magjority today real
2 [ '_- 'in, eEest J|

41 wwing card this town =:gol, even if they' ve
oy read a book or two, ™ Evans Harminglon Surmises
Frominently inscribed today on an outstde wall of the (e hiss
library are the words from his Nobel Prize address: “ 1 decline 1o a
cend the end of man | belteve that man will not merely encdure
b will peevail.” In Aueust 1987 there was a coremony in Oxford to
celebrate the Ul 5. Postal Service s 1ssU0ing a commemorative

Faulkner stamp. There was considerahble trony In thas too

: ET one can still perceive an old, smoldénng animaosit
the remembrance of a long-ago shight from ham, a bur
e enmity, a pent-up bitterness never reconciled: You
could walk by him on the sguare and say hello, and hi
wionld look right throueh v, albthough the niext dav hi

night stap [or an amiable conversation. He doctored his boal

nanseriods ot the lnst moment, changeol hiis words and charpeters
Al terthoueht to make s much momne .-.-|||--=|:-|-' hedl andd chend

el For motey, Had not his own daughter aatd in g Elevision doct
nentary that he onde told her in his drunkenness that no one ever
remnembered] Shakespeare's childd? Who did hethink he wes# Oni
amed town father still savs William Faulkner did net Like him b
cause he thought him a Snopes. “Well,”™ he says, across the year
L clicdn ke hom elther

Oxford = a serene and lovelv town of about 11,000 peopls
roughly one-fifth of them black —and were it not for Cle Miss, witl
s student population almost as large as the town's, it would be 4
more or less Grpically isolated northern Mississippy county seal
Faulkner himself purposefully did not place the University in nis
fictional lefferson. He puat it in " Oxlard, ™ 40 miles away. He atd
10T 4 | !lllll!:!|l|- LI Ris prEtnesouthern [own with a unmversis

htsisthe Deep South, Uhe milieu isaworlo s, oF pernapsacivi
lzation's, remove from, let one say, Hannibal, Miissouri, which
g0 comereialized Mack Twain. There is no Faulkner Boule
vard i Oxlord, although there 45 a murky little possagewny named
Faulkner Alley, which cute inagspiciously between the 2him
Morgan Furniture & Appliance Compony and Promises & Prais
Christinn Book Store on the sqgunre. His portrait 13 on display in
:|':|' (o) "'._1 Dionald when ne restaurant firs Oopenead., 1w
Faulkner relatives asked that the pmnting be remowved, and Tor o
shiort while 1t wils

Viavor John Leshie, electec i 1973, the same yenr as this beer rel
erendurm (he bept beer by 24 voles), savs, " 1 he Llown s deliberately
low-Reved on Me, Baill, becadse he was an intensely privale man
mrel we know he'd preier il this wav. Also this is the desire of the

family,” meaning §ill Foolkner Ssummers, Faulkner's only child

E |
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LR nET Wells, Th

who lives 1n Charlottesville; Depn F the only niece

| s L PEETY

and Jimmy Faulkner and (Chooky Falkner (spelled without the

the nephews, who live in Uxtord

=) - . -
Richard Howorth, the owner of Sgquare Books acioss from th
G hi s, AETEES % ith the mavor about the LS T 8 -|I||.|||| 'I LTEAL-

ren. Y lhe mystique shouldn'
|'|"i'.'l. " he feels Decause

- Ea B I-J . . = - 2 -
ment Of 1S MOsT Tamaus it H* X-

en it woulcdn 't bea e SLI

re-f falrly sophisticated crowd. A man
from the Netherlands discovered Faulkner through a lecture biv the
fistinguished Peruvian writer Maro Vargas Llosa, The Dutch
man learned that Faulkner was Vargas Llosa'=s favorite writ

i | S LELEL '+
I-.-' |IIT.'.:-' i |'|.'r-'-|-_ I'll'-l..l.-:'lll -.'-'E..:I.:II""I-:-! 'l'

1 -
I he Faulkner visiton

: Ii-:ll-l |1I|IIII.l' II-II: ? II-II .I-III
sigmved the puest register. He noticed |

ve name directly above hi
Mano Vargas Llosa. And there Vareas Lloga wasin the next room

E"|-|||_.E. wotld craft int .'-|-'_'-"[ Le

“My wife, Elizabeth

shie s drugstore on the squsr
rets o talkine with them when she hear
Yinkee or fortien acoents. ol too long IE0 ONe Woman Came 10

from Yuesoslavig she translates |

§ i
i [}
‘aulkner s books, Just a fe

Aty came in who'd produced
I { I H i'.".-_' Vil in J"I':-

anicls later anothet

VERY SUMMER (e Miss sponsors a week-long Faulkner
onference, which usumlly
Miss cheerleaders clinic and draws a large group of
\mericans and foreigners. The cultural hazards for

comes right after the Ol

_ visiting scholars ean be unusual
A Frenchman engnged in a monograph on Christian existential-
:

it syvmbolism in the later work

| s WAS LHAELND OGN 4 1our ol '||'- LTi-
trvside. "1 am fascinated by vour peasants!™ he exclaimed. Year

o an Lkalian woman who had Enown Heminew was taken to
1 rained unpamnted shell with broken

: ensnariing the porch. " Such n

Lhe ol Carter- Thate house

windows and vin

: mArvelous gdec-
i ladal :'I. '.'Il' 'i |r| ) L | I LEE & I" i I 1l ._l LITi%
decadence!

in. | asked if there
There are none, " he

stem 1l 18 mmpassibie to
LAVE INOPESE

Dean Faulkner Wells and
i |

v, hve i Miss
Viaud's house, 1 ble 1 el wtiae
the voungest of the four brothers. He wasan avid hunter and fisher-
man and |_||. :-.'._.| econd base m

nd outfield for Ole Miss. The hond
petween William and Dean was exceptionally close. William la
num use Nis arplane, a Waro cabin
lessons. W hen all tour brothers

T ™ 2l
ruiser, and paid for iuis fiving

were flying, their mother would
laveh and sav, "1 don't have a

son on earth.”

At 2R, z] vas born, Deandied ing

razh inan adjciming county,. Wilhiam wrote the inscription for his
|-'I'.Iil.'-l-ll l'::l'l obid Falkies i ol ini 51 Peter =y !‘.'-E.LF:-.!EII =iLiEe
words as on Lieut. John Sartoris's stone in Sartoris:

| bare bim on



Eagles’ Wings and brought him unto me." In his horrendous griel
he moved for & time Into his mother's howse to help look after
Dean s young widow, Louise, who was five months pregnani
During this painful time he wrote part of Abralom, Absalom! on the
ciindng room table, around which some of the Faulkner fomily and 1
piten gather for holiday feasts. He took care of voung Dean, who
was less a niece than a daughter

Mavaor Leslie would deliver a package of medicine from his drug-
store to Faulkner's mother's house and find him sitting in a green
glider on the front porch. "Mr. Leslie, if vou have a few minutes,
let's pass the time, " be would say, and they would talk about whai
wiis going on in town, which intérested him considerably,

He would =av to Louse, “"Always hnve $50 in the bank. You'can
meect any situation.” Dean remembers the ghost stories he told the
children of the family and the neighborhood, particularly the one
about the doomed Judith, who he claimed threw herself to her
cleath off the balcony of the Sheegog- Bailey house {(which he bought
and named Rowan Ogzk) after having been jilted by her Yankee
beau, He would take his njece to the Charlie Chan movies at the
Lyric Theater on Saturday hights, and as they walked home he
wolld ask her, * Dean, did vou like what Number One Son did?”
and they would discuss the action in earnest detail. No one was to
|.I|TI".'I"”JI'I"| i”[l] W IIJI'I': 1“‘ Wils '||'|'J'I“[II|_.:., IIII.EII []-I.'J-HI hllF:‘;l i'l'l CiTye iI.F[I_'r-
noon and shouted: " Pappy, ['ve got the best news! An Ole Miss gir
has just been named Miss America!” He pulled himsell up from his
table, took his mipe from his mouth, and said: " Well, Missy, at
somebody’'s put Mississippl on the map."

He loved the playiulness of life—sipping bourbon in the chilled
twilightsin the big woods, playing the host in ceremonial moments
He hnd a profound regard for tradition. He cherished Chrstmas
and the Fourth of July, He gave Diean's daughter Diane an Ameri-
wfore hersecond birthday. On New Year's Eves at
Rowan Oak he invited the voung people his daughter Jill's age,
where bhefore a roaring hire, as the chimes of the courthouse sound
edl midnight, he served them champagne and gave the toast:
"Here's io the vounger generation. May vou profit.” He enjoyed
the spontaneity of the voung and felt deeply the valnerability of
children; people should belleve in their progeny. The women he
foved the best were either very voung or very old. He was not an
especially good husband and had a number of affairs, often with
much yvounger women, later chronicled by either the women, or
third parties, or bath

ast

can Hag shortly

15 FIRSTBORN CHILD, a little girl named Alabama after
his Aunt "Bama, died when she was nine dayvsold. He
carned the tiny casket on his lap to 5t Peter's Ceme
tery and put her in her grave
“The cedar-bemused cemetery, ™ as he described the

one in Jefferson, i only a few blocks from the sguare: the stones
“whiter than white itself in the warm October stin asainst the
hright vellow and red and dork red hickories and sumaecs and gums
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Wearing a T-slriri given o
It by an “adopted”’ college
friend, Ricky Murphree piays
during a picnic af the North
Muessissippi Retardation
Cemter in Oxforid,

"INo one mdividual can
fopke at fruth. It blinds you,”
Faulkwer beliered. For that

redson e sometimes told

stories from different points of
view, cach revealing a new
perception of the truth, In fris

faverite wovel, The Sound

and the Fury, the story begins
inside the mind of Bengy, a
mentully retarded character.

CVERLEAF >
Uinder the watchful eye of a
movnted guard, conpicts af the

SLTE jll!'.l‘r.'ll'i'ﬂ I'Jn]l']' il .i”'diﬁ.' IIIFIJMJ

tend the prison’s I¢l-acre
cotten farm. Unlike the tall
conict of The Wild Palms,
who we g former at heart,
sl (Hana s I'm‘.[.r;r costie from
wrivan areas.










“Peopie love my catfish,” says
.1-J|=-'-'_I Hudson, owner :'_I'.f.l:u.
enntd] grocery store and restati-
vt in reral -jr;I] lor, where
members of her family clhat
DR 3 QEIET afiernoan

Such a store tn Faulkner's

narel The Hamlert s taken
auer by Hhe commiving Snopes
clar, whe frnsinuate themselves
into the life of village and town
ard multiply like mice.

“You can't find the real
SHopeses in stores [he thal
any more, " sard one Oxford
restdent. “"Today they i
i by houses with white

celumne, "'

and oaks like splashes of fire itsell among the dark green cedars.’

['he Hving and the fictitious are not strangers here. There are sur
names on the stones here that are the same a< his fictional charac
ters, giving to this terrain A poetic, unearthly ambiomco

Walking among the stones, as | often do, it is not difficult to
imagine the idiot Benjv on his weekly visits tn The Sownd and L
Fury, The inscription from Proverbs under the marble face of Eula
Varner Snopes, wife of Flem Snopes, atop one of the grandest
stonesin the Jefferson cemetery, 15 nearlyv the same as thatto Faulk
ner s grandmother on an equally formidable monoment in the old
Falkpner plot: “Her Children Rise and Call Her Blessed.” In the
black section, which borders upon the white and mingles here and
there with i, liesthe grave of Mammy Caroline Barr, the indomata
ble woman who raised the Falkner bovs. He wrote the inscription
an her tombstone: " Her white children bless her.”

His own stone 15 & rather simple one. BHle les next to his wite,
Lstelle, under some oaks at the oot of a hall, Bl Appleton, the
former supervisor of 5t. Peter's, has found strange abjects left her
by visitors: flowers, candy kisses, pints of bourbon, and once a sog-
gy volume of the collected poems of Willinm Butler Yents. Mam
times he has seen literary pilgrims at the graveatter midnight with
flashlights

Masaru Inove, a4l-vear-old professar from Yokohama, came to

Yoknapntownpha on a venr's sabhatical. He discovered The Sound

l'l-'.'.'."-'l.'.'. I'r..' |'l:':'-.':'l-'|l'-'- I| Ir.'!I.' il



amed the Fury 20 vears ago in Japan. He reread it ten times. He saw

narallels between Faulkner's characters and his own ancestiors

Inowe came into the town for the first time on & bus from Mém
phis, ' We erpssed South Lamar. 1 saw the white building with the
clock above it. I moved mYy eVes anid there was the Confederate sol-
cier. On the other side of the courthouse was the First Mationa
Hank, which Wilham Faulkner's grandfather established

thie water tower, "Chh, bhds is ! This s 1t 1 thoughi

| o]
A
i
=

| e convergence of fact and Liction Irom the Faulkner corpusis
often eerie, but titliating. The Oxtord telephone directory, fo
nstance: lsts 13 Varners—even mclucing a Jody Varner
2 Hippses, 8 Katlifis (tone of tham on C8d Highway 6an the myvth

! 'II!|-_|--|.r1-

Frenchman's Bend vicinit Hundmens, 13
Larntherses, and 23 Houstons {Mink Snopes killed the intolerable

_|Il|-.§

[he real-life Lowe twins, Ed and Eph, plaved the Gowrie twin

CHASEEIn )

brothers n the movie Intruder on the Dyust, and one can se« them to
this dav, older vel even more uncanmly identical at 66, dressed pre-
cisely alike as they stnde 10 exact step towerd Smitty”’

on south Lamar, or with binoculars wordlessly looking down

MESERLFRNE

together from & second-floor window upon the courthouse square

. [} |
I hiere 18 an amneg black man here

he once served a stretch o
who has sporadically and unsnecesstull
heeh digsing for gold (smd to have been buried when Grant ¢am

l||._.|5_|'r--III = 1-.|'. 1% i.r'l'l"

“Tuse wastin' time"" on a porch
beside the Taylor store, Nick)

Flewlett waits for friends

to-drop by to "talk the situa-
P

Sttireg on simlar porcies
throughont Yeknapatairpha
Coounty, Fawlkner’s chamcters
sometimies amazed fim with
their independent ways.

Circe they cone to life, he
expiained, “they take off and
s0 the writer is going al a dead
rint befiind them trying to put
down wihat thi y sy ard do

Y ERermi



through the county on bhis Vicksburg compmgn) in and about the
rined] plantation houses in the countrvssde; just as varous Yokna
patawphaentreprenturs dic around the Uld Frenchmman s place. A
couple of years ago 1 1-yvear-old Cap Henrv's Uncle ¢, E. took him
on & deer hunt, where he killed his first buck and had his face ritual
istically bloodied, ke young Ike MceCaslin's in Ge Down, Moses

"Where is Temple Drake?” photographer Ball Allard kept
sking himself, and me, in our peregrinntions about the town,
the campus, the county, the state. Temple Dirake was the Universi
Ly coed who ended up one day with some highly disreputable chas
acters al the ruin of the Old Frenchman's ploce in Sonclugry and
et 1n senous trowuhble

| he observant eve of the photographer searched evervwhere ot
her modern equivalent. He knew, as did 1, something about her
her “taut, toothed coquetry,” “ her high delicate head and her bold
peainted mouth and soft chin, her eves blankly right and left look

[l % i .
i, cool, predatory, and discreet.” But where was she now s

1:1:‘: MISSISSIPP] DELTA begins 30 mitles west of Oxtord;

Faulkner wis obsessed by it and by the violent, miajestis
Big River at its western edge. Some ofhis finestwriting is
el there: Fhis laoned wokick man s d; wimided aied o
muded pred dertvered in Moo Al Fad oLy yir Ll el

meEn can own planialions amd commpbte every mipht Lo Memphis and
III|I| .III RN FRLh |I-II.“'-".|I'-'II-'III ||IIII|II-.I'|I" in IIll"l-.ll r AR il |II'|-.|IiIII '-!::I.' (=8
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Nearer bome, the recognizabie landmarks from the fiction stil
tbound. The bronze plague set in the white facade of the court-
house 1ise I Degrs the wordas jrom F (TEIEM TOF 0 _"l. TR . |_':: 1T ADOVE

all, the court house: the center, the focus, the hub: sitting loomingin

the center of the county’s circumierence like a single cloud n 1ts
Fing ol horron

A Block north of the courthou i s Lhi _.I:'.'.'.:|i|| -_I|;|:"-|'-l.:|;|'
murderers. thieves, and moonstiness vom Lthe I.I-! Ali P F'.I'!.:. '."E in
the vear of s death by a hland green-and-white concrete stru
fure. LUmiy & few |l||l KS wWiest toward the ||"-_"'I'--Ii_'. 15 'I | "I Ii ||

rogd depot, deserted and unused now, scene of so much fevenish

wtivity in the books. A quarter of a mile or 5o from this place o

crhoste i the black section called Freedman Town, the unpaved
rogd=s and Himsy shacks of which have now vielded to concrete
treets, federal housing projects, Martin Luther King Jr. Drive,
ind the town's mntegrated junior high school. Here, at the civi

|'-i:'| indid athlelic complex, are the ints grated boseball and baskel

il | RAITIES &I | tennts matches, 1 ' en, back towa |'l| '| TRERFIN g &
igain, on the unhurred, shady streets with their antebellum
|' PSS S0 o FFEAHLE | Wk I 1WNs 'I e 'u:-l:; £ |'".'.'. "-ul_..l'ul',l'_ll,ll_',' ]




Faulkner dreamed of raiging

ek les it ..'."_r:-_..'ll'.r':__'..l- FEse o
sale inm New Albawy, and h

bogght a farm outside Oxforg
in 1938, His younger brother,
Johm, ran the fa

MEF seidEnl as it |II e |"-|"||

|
¢ he coulid afford

‘Same Homer of thi

fields should sinp the sapa of

wadd dul)

] 1 ]
ERLe FPRidf e Of fiis LEAE L H

v, ol Faiilk-

"W wrrofe fit His

-!II.'I.' ';':lln'l'.ll.

novel Sartoris. ""He It was,

i re [Ran any orher ae cresd-
] " |I il ' i i
FUFE oF g, who B [

nrone South from heneath thi

I
trovet lreel of Recomstrictinm
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Recalling the gentility of
plantation days, Angela Lipon
af thie [ '-:'I:r'L'?.'-JII']' i Adissrs-
sippi takes a siroll during the
CHd South Lawn Party, held
by a chapter of the Kappa
.-'iu'lrl.h.-:l Clnder, o fraternity

dedicated to chivals V.

Faulkner admiired the old
“aiialier spirt T eedn il
detestingg the legacy if frtoler-
ance and injustice left by slap-
ery, “It's Y country, niy
rarfiee faned and 1 love " he
satd of the South. ' You don'l
love because: you love despiie,
not for the virtues, but despite
the fauirs,

330

delta who boueht her old farmhbouse

Fury house, surrounded by magnolias, bereft now of the iron fence
behind which a retarded voung man similar to Benjy Compson
aonce walked up and down, and bevond that the Neilson-Culley
home, which some claim as Miss Emily Grierson’s in “A Raose for
Emily,” and where my friend Patty Lewis, who now lives there,
savs she sitz on the back terrace under the magnolings with a tall
drink at dusk and imagmes Miss Emily and Homer Barron togeth-
erin the cool dark of the upstairs in the dava before Mizs Emily went
o the store to buy the arsenic

It 18 the countryvside, however, even more than the town, that is
Lhe most powerful testament to the ingering fable. At the old Col
lege Hill Presbvternian Church, where William and Estelle were

marmed in 1929 and where Sherman encamped 30,000 troops

Defore he and Grant moved on Vicksburg, there 15 a solitary stone
nbelisk i the gravevard with the inscription “ The Dead.”™ Chut at
the other end of the county isthe village of Tavlor with its post office
and pallered stores.

" INicky, Smake, Al, and the boys,” sovs an artist fiend (rom the

wiere, " hangaround in front of
Mary's general store and catfish place telling-tales and lies at the
very spol where Temple Dirake stepped off the train and imto trou-
ble.” Along the narrow windmg roads with pullies and ravines and
patchy hills of cotton and corn and sovbeans and the ubiguitous
kudzu vines on all sides are the little Hn-roofed houses and

Nationagl Geographic, March 19589



unpainted cabine, their dusty vards full of chickens and dogs and
junk and clothes drving on fences and lines

"Dark House” wasthe working title for Light i August, and the
haunted countrvside around O=xford s dotted with crumbling

houses darkly resonating the past and the vanished people who
once ived mn them. In the nearby dying community of Tula, across
the river 2outh ol the Frenchman's Bend area, 15 & derelict old
butlcding that tilts at anangle. Surely this had to have béen Virmer's
store! Just up the hill i5 a neat two-story house. Could this have
Fesn -.'nl.:l'- | :|'|l'|l|h'|l- hiotedd | | aused at the mitted window of the
store, looking into the dank shadows, I did not have to close my
eyes to imaging Jody Varner and Flem Snopes holding forth there

o just precisely how best 00 make monesy

ACTSM AND POVERTY had forever been his native state's
twin burdens, and in his deepest soul he knew them
both. In the henrt of his fction over the years it was the
snopeses and their fnends who exerted the most roin

L ous influence on the =ociety; it was the blacks who,
through their quiet courage and dignily, endured
In the 1950s he began speaking out pubthichy against racial 1njus-
tice im bis state: on the 19534 U, 5, Supreme Court decision, the Em-
nett il murder, and other thangs, © 1o bve anvwhere in the world

Of AT 1955 bt sated. “and be aerainst -'-|'|.-.||f- Because of race or

Jrlu';E.':l.l!.'.l.'r F i _I||J'||._ Th .I-I|'|I|".-'

All premtied up for visitors,
children romp in o "1'|I'T:1c1|r| af
”.-Il."-:rJ-L.r:J‘. the restored 1858
heme of Rook and Marie
Moore of Holly Springs, one
af the aritebellum howses
sHonrn |'|f_|' durning the fown s
ammual house tosir, More than
T0 restdences escaped destrie-
fieon By Linton f'l'-.'||:".. who oc-
cupied Holly Springs in 1862
I'm a twist Faulkner would
fave appreciated, a Yankee
comrmander |,j irrisoned af
Wakefield fell in [ove with iis

pd ot srter and married et






calor, is like Hving in Alnska and being aganmst snow.” In thoaw
tryving times he was o parinh in his native land more than Count
Mo "Count had ever been. He wou
remarkable racial strides in recent vears in Mississippi and by the

d be gratified, | believe, by the

civilized puthc dinlogue on race

Perhaps it has finally come full circle. Unless | am mistaken, the
voung people of his beloved Mississippt are reading him. David
sansing, an Ole Miss professor, assigns at least one of his books to
ils Mississippl history courses. They mvariably sav
thiey want to read more. " They' re awed,” he tells me, "that he

inkesp locale, ploces, white and biack people they know and radses

sfuclents in

iem to the level of great bterature. It really does something for

o, It enhances their own self-esteem, Fle shows them thiat a Mis-

sissipp sharecropper or a poor black can face the same chotces and
mysteries as grepl leaders of state, He makes them aware for the
irst time that his people have to wrestle with the same complex-
ities, the sanme inconsistencies that thev do in their own lives. For
the first time they realize, whether they'll be a lawver in o small
town, a doctor, aschoolteacher, a coach, that they too are in a life

and-death struggle. They tell me they're better equipped to dea

with these thines after readineg him."

A young black woman, o Mississippian, in ene of Sansing’s
classes had such an emotionnl reaction to Absafom, Absalom! that
she wis unable to write her report. Her grand{ather, she told him
was white and still Hived m ber town, They never talked Lo one an-
other, When she read about Thomas Sutpen, she sad, he reminded
her of her grandfather and of how evil man can be. " H Massissipps-

ans had read him 35 or 40 vears ago,  Sansing sivs; “we wouldn 't

mive had the problems we had
"N THE SWEEP OF Hi% WOREK his sense of the trapedy and dis-
honoraf even the warst of human beines gradually softened
to be replaced by compassion and pity. “ Man aint really
evil,” the sewing machine agent V. K. Rathiff says, “he jest
aint got any sense.” Running through Faulkner's work 15 a

profound recognition of the awful brevity af hife, 1

1AL peaple are
only temporary tenants of the earth and at it mercy 1 the er

“Tt was the land it=elf which owmned thém,” Mink Snopes ac-

edges, "and not just from a planting to it harvest but in por-
petuity. . . .7 'We are all in it together, 1 believe he 1s saving to me,
and we are all i for a difficult time: " Memory believez before
knowing remembers. Believes longer than recollects, longer than

|-_||||'|||

knowing even wonders

As 1 sit in deep orange February twilights at the kitchen table in
his mother's house lstening with my friends to the Ole Miss games,
| hear everlastingly the chimeés of the hour from the courthouse
down the way. They reverberate through the town, pervading his
landmarks and his people with an nimost palpable transience
I"hey curiously suifuse me with the bravery and viston and magesty
gad. It's not
even past.” He was right about this, as he was about most things., [

of his genius, They remind me: “The ASL IS IEVET (
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Wildlife Quest to
the Icy Seas of

South Georgia

HEE LEITHE

By SALLY PONCET
Photographs by FRANS LANTING

AWN IS STILL AN HOUR AWAY. The darkest momoents
of the brief Antarcticsummernight lingeron, abet-
ted by grent clouds racmg in from the west, Accom-
plices to & short violent squall, they stream past,

engulfingthe schoonerinadeluge ol wind and snow,
whipping at the mamsat] and Treezing my fingery
Alone on deck, 1 keep a firm grip on the wheel, making sure we
maintain our position — hove to just half a mile off the north coast of
the island of South Geéorgin in the South Atlantic (map, pages
1465-T), Under reefed mnunsail only nnd engine ticking over,
Damsen I tacks slowly back and forth as [ wait for dawn
Another hour or so before 'l wake my husband, Jérdome, and get
under way. shelter is just around the comer, a snug anchorage thil
Jérome and I first visited 11 vears ago on Damian [1's maiden voy-
nge o South Georgin.

AN HCY MONCGLITH towers over the author's vache, Damien [,
as it plies the South Atlontic. Her son Latv perches on

the bowsprit. For the past 11 years Sally and Jérdme Poncet,
with their three children, howve explored o remote amd frigid
warld, home to o larpe wildlife populution.
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More recentlyv some ol our survey work has been done in coblabo-

ration with an official governmental orpanization, the British Ant
ST |||| 1P |. 'n :II i I | i@ |
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Aibatross {stand, oJy the ¢ South Georgin, commenced four vears ago with BAS
South Creorpin, in bockground
IIH. rli -III FL g I-I ..I ¥ | .-. k . " ™1 -
: ok, et i HE WORST of the squall blows over; there's Hime now fon
ren feet, the wanderning albatros !

md its cousin the royal albatross L quick warm-up below before the next one artives and

are the world while there's no sea e around. | Iash the whee
securely, take the engine out of gear, then cautioush
riss the cdeck o the safety of the spray screen, hands
gearching for tamihiar holds ; | the icv surface. Onci

there, it's only & matter of =econcds belore I'm inside, the hatch

1 1
e = Fakd e ']
LETEPRLALE Tl .|||'.:|'“|-'- .




hellied

reclosed tightly, hat and gloves drving above the pol

The wind's clamor 18 hushed to a dull murmur: the gentd
ing movement belies the steepness of waves outsicle

A guick glance at the rndar s¢reen confirms our position, South
Georgin’s coastline shining luminescent green in the darkness ol
Lhe cabin

| prepare hot ter; sipped with an eye on the radar and anear alert
for the first signs of the next squatl. Jérdime sleeps on, recuperating
after a round-the-clock vigil that began five days ago when we left
Port Stanley in the Falkland Island=. Christian de Marliave — bef

ter known a2 Criquet, and our crew for this summer — sleeps too

e joined the boat Ht-llli.l?- st before salling. An -"'-_|.:_-ri. rcee

Wildlife Chuext to Soulth (reored




Dnes d ly depielad
By hunting, seald are
8 comeback.
number some 360,000, The macaror parguin
Fiir geafs number about 8 eXcEads fhree
eastward along af and panguing

0 Gruy-hoaded albatross
B  Wandering afbatross
@ King penguin

0 Macaroni pangum
(| Fur seal ares

®  Derelict whaling station

tym Roindoer hord
mmelﬁ-ﬂmm e
copedations are wedsly disperssd,

S T, e

] ' &

South
Georgia

“The wild rocks raised their lofty
summits Ul they were lost in the
Clouds, ™ wrote Captain James
Cook, who claimed South Geor-
gia for Britain in 1775, Soon after
Couk's discovery of this rugged,
| Oth-mife-long finger of land. his
reports of massive sedl popula-
tions led to commercial hunting
=0 extensive that their survival in
the area was in jeopardy

The demand for oil led to the

creation of whalimg stations in
1204, Although seals have re-
bounded, whale populations
were so drastically reduced that

A46

the whaling industry was ahan-

doned there in 1966,

The whalers further altered
the environment through the
introduction of reindeer for
gport hunting and food. Seal-
ing and whaling ships inadver-
tently introduced brown rats,
whose descendante thrive on
nutritious tussock grass and
prey on the island’s burrowing
bird population, especially on
the northern coast.

Grreat Britain still controls
south Georgia, classified as o
dependent territory like the
Falkland 1slands. The Hritish
Antarctic Survey's contingent,
seldom numbering mare than

20 porsons, rescarches and moni-
tors the seal and seabird popula-
tions in this environmentally
fragile aren. A small garrison of
British troops mamtains & vigil
agrinst any moves by Argenti-
ni, which continues to claim
both the Falklands and South
Georgia. Fewer than a thousand
tourists visit South CGreorgin nn-
nually and most go ashore for
anly a few hours, but their num-
hers mre growing
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Wildlife Quest to South Goeorgra

mountaineer, ski instructor, and sailor, he'd forsaken the slopes of
Chamonix for a chance at climbing South Georgia’s peaks, in
between hiuling up anchors and baby-sitting.

Three voung children can be quite a handful, particilarly in the
confined space of a 50-foot schooner. Althaugh Jérdme and 1, with
our three sons, Dion, nine, Leiv, seven, and Diti, four, crulse these
southarn latitudes as a family for most of the yvear, there are times
when an extra hand is apprecinted,

Gentle snores come from the children’s bunk; three hotly pink
faces, blond hair disheveled amid a pile of tangled bedclothes,

“Co va?” Jérdme mumbles in French, half-awake now. "How
are things on deck?”

“There’s another squall on the way, from the sounds of it," 1
reply as the boat heels over ten degrees. “It's OK: it'll be light
soon.” I'm halfway out the hatch now, my last words snatched
nway in the wind

ARKENESS AGAIN, cold, disorienting chaos. Clambering
to the relative protection of the small cockpit, |
unlash the wheel and put the enging into gear, then

pull the boat around until the compass poinis south
once again.

I can sense the proximity of land, an invisible mazs of sheer
s00-foot-high cliffs just a few hundred vards away. These are the
north cliffs of Bird lsland, our first landfall, off South Georgia's
northwestern tip.

We're in familiar waters here. Jérome knows the area well,
having first visited the island 18 vears ago aboard a 313-foot wooden
cutter, Damien. In 1969 he and schoal friend Gérard Janichon had
set out from France on a five-vear circumnavigation that was to
take them to the ice of both hemispheres: Spitsbergen and Iceland,
Tierra del Fuego and South Georgia, and the subantarctic islands
of the Indian Ocean

In 1972 Damien sailed into Hobart, my hometown in Tasmania.
A chance meeting with Jérdme on the local yacht-club jetty, and
two vears later we were married, in La Rochelle, France. Bul not
befare Damiien had attained her final goal — Antarctica’s ice-filled

‘cruising grounds.

Back in France Domien was replaced by two new steel boats, one
for Gérard and his wife and the other for Jérdome and me. They were

wvessels designed specifically for sailing polar regions, named
Damien [ and Damien 111,

But there's no more time for reverie, The impact of small lumps
of brash ice rattle agninst the hull as we traverse a field of debris to
leeward of a large berg.

A flicker of light below, and a few minutes later Jérdme is on

deck: “Much ice around?" he inquires.

“Well, just what vou heard then, It's getting lighter by the min-
!.I:l¢. 20 there shouldn't be any problem."™

Ahead, a somber mass creeps from the shadows: Bird Island
materinlizes in the gray dawn, white breakers rising from the dark-
ness a8 witer meets rock at the foot of the sea cliffs, upper heights
abscured by leaden mist.

Little more than half a mile away on the south side of the island
lies the anchorage, a tiny bay encircled by hills of green tussock
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After time
spentat sea, exposed to the vagaries of wind and wave, one accepls
with gratitude such a gift of security and repose

And we are assured of awarm welcome from the team of six Brit-
ith scientists who live on Bird Islamd. Most of them are Known Lo us
from previous sepsons. Some remain on Lhe island {for two and o

rrass, nesting alhatrosses, heaches alive with fur seals

halfl vears, monitoring =eabird colonies as part of BAS 'S research
progrivm. Cthers returm every summer season (or siXx months of
Neldwork on indrvicual projects

Four vears ago, in 1985, one such project involved a census of
the elephant eil population of South Georgia. For two months the
Lwo BAS scientists responsible for the project hived aboard with us
ind our three sons. With them we surveved the entire codstline of
South CréEoreia, inand out of every bay, rarely more than a hundred
o't ||r';:-|'.1-'|'|_‘ .Irnlu.l icH I " stee! il and retract-

thle keel, which when fully raised reduces the
boat's draft from 11 feel to 3 feet, made this
suryey possible

It was hard work in often difficult conditions
exposed south
coast in 30-foot swells; entering unfamiliar bays
through & barrage of breakers; dark nights at
anchor with 80-knot gusts cluawing at the rig-
ging, with the two anchors drgging reluctantly
Bt surely through a bed of kelp

Yet whiat a wny 10 discover South Ca orEta in

l]il.l:llri.l.'!_' LIy "":lllll LyOrFin

tl her moods, from <o many diflerenl anglés
W hite,
wild, surf-beaten ights where only penguins
tffs of gla-
as sediment
clear waters

miniature coves 10 Zure, nnel green.

and zeals dare venture: sheer blue i

CMer aice -||'-||I|'_-u into @ I.'II”'.':- g L

larlen fresh water meets the cryvsta
of the Sauth Atlant

['here are windless afternoans when the el
phant seals shimmer in the heat haze, and the
koach spurts fountains of black sand, thppered
up by the seals in an attempt to cool off

We learned a lot pabout south Georgia thal
symmer of 1985, Although much bydrographis
work has been done around the island, charls
loday remain somew hat ihacourate
on the
depth sounder, the othir on the water ahead,

avallahli

Medavigation here 18 done wilh one evie

inil a hand on the theottle. It is possihle to accept
this element of the unknown, somewhat fatahistically perhaps,
15 Jérome does—with a Gallic shrug of the shoulders and an
unshakahble confidence in the strength and versatility of his boal

Personally T lnck the Galhe shrug, mstedd | endare moments ol
intense inguietude, continuaily

clase to shore m uncertain watdrs, Jérdme usually accepts my rock

. I
inticipating bumps when we're

neurosis with resipnation and occasionally a touch ol humo!
“1"'m surprised Bird Island’s still visible on the radar,” he gquips
“Thoug

well head ini &

it vou'd be at least 20 miles off by now. Well, we might as

'l
"R
I [

wrueh Bird Sound mayv be a little rough if the ti

arainst this wini

Wilditfe (uest to South Georgia

“WE WERE BITTNG OLIR MAl

1 RN iy b WM

whertt otk ” advs BAS biologrst
Feter Prince of the savilgs Wind
encotntered on a frip aboard
Damien [T {facing page) from
Bird Izslgnd to Cumberfond Bay
During o calmer vovage, the
fgmmily reloxes o tha bogt's maatn
cabin and galleyv. *“The children
pet reatless in bad weather

sws odrlly, " Hy the secornd day

pa fenow that vollve fust got o

get them outside




IMAGINATIONS RUN FREE around
the abandoned whaling station at
Prince (OHav Harbor, where nine
vear-old Dion pliovs telephone by
yelling throwgh a rusty pipe at
Lety, who Listons af the other end
But it’s not all play for the
Honcets” o plder bovs, whose
chores include keeping Damien
LI's decrs clear of snow

e Poncets -.-'.-.'llll,'i‘r'.-'llll_',' relish
vigits to the abandoned stotion af
Leith Harbor, where they can
stretch their lege ond take a bath
by heating water abtamed froma
reservoir of glocial runoff.

But we'll arrive mn time for breakfast,™ 1 reply, “and that"ll

please the children, Warm toast and lots of people to talk to™
sweenter Bird Sound —a narrow, rock-strewn stretch of water

separating Bird Island from South Georgia—gentoo penguins sur-

fece in a flash of white, orange, and black, while along the shores

[ = I-..!"

S¥Wim I!l-!].]l.-l.]tI"=I:I:- -J|. J'I!r '-!.‘..1.'-, i]l ..'II!I|| gl AMOnRgE t i!, l.I.|.]I||.'I!' -Z-I.]ll.l:
over pieces of ice.

From the deck of our boat, bobbing about on the waves in the
cold light of dawn, we look up to a sky of birds — giant petrels, alba
trosses, prions, storm petrels. A cape pigeon hovers perzistentiv a
few feel from the stern. Cormorants, necks sutstretched, barely
miake headway against the stiff breeze. In terms of variety and
number of seabirds and seals, there are few places to equal South
Georgia. Aboul o million fur seals, 360,000 elephant seals, more
Lhan 200,000 king pengums, well over six million macaroni pen-
guinsg, tens of thousands of mollvmawk albatrosses, and smaller

petrels by the millions breed here

The hatch opens: and a small face appears. Diti's up, ready o
come an deck in his normal attire of T-shirt and nothing else

“Hello, You'd better come inside my coat if yvou want to stay out
here like that.”" Curled up in a ball on mv lap, he catches his first
glimpse of land, delighting in the furseals’ antics asthevdart across
our wake, sprntmg out from undeér the bow, as happy as Iht to
be 1n south Georgia

Down Criquet s
awdke, The kettle's bollmg on
Lhe kerosene stove, hssing as th

below,

blue flame turns orange

Hup of ten, Sally? And a hol
chocolate for Ldti, 1 suppose,”
Criquet offers. I'm surprised to

see the |

"|I||'|fl:'ll |J;'l =) l:'..'!.'[_'l ||'Il!;-
morning. Butupon being grested
with cries of “Are we nearly
there? 1 want to go out=ide too
Will there be any fur seals on the
beach?™ I realize that they're as
excited s we are.

* Jéerdme wants to get the sails
down and prepaire the inflatable
helore we goin, 50 11 take over
rlown here if you ke, Crigquet.’

Good-natured as ever, Criguet
finishes his coffee, then slips
into his boots and goes ap to give [érdme a hand

While I sip myy tea, the children dress themselves: T-shirt, they
mal undershirt, sweater, long johns and jeans, socks and rubber
boots: Plus an oilskim on deck or an anorak if 1it's not too wet, Chur
usufl garb down here

AL sea level summer temperatures are genernliy just above freez
ing bul can rise to 70°F . And although summer lows rarely descend
below 257, the sk ol expostare 15 considerable when the wind gets
up, a8 it can doat any time. Conditions are extremely local: It oan be
blowing 50 knots in one bay, vet just around 1 weadinnd the

witlers may be glissy calin
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I'he children are all ready to go on deck when Criguet opens the
hatch. "Nearly there now,” he announces. ™ JérOme says, “Can

vou lift up the keel?

"R, I reply. " Keep an eve on it will your!™

Lhti's never had an accident vet, despite his comicad and unpre:
dictable nature. Leiv, asatoddler, fell off jetties and out of dinghies
once or twice. Nothing serious, since we rarely let them out of our
sight at that age anvwav. While salling, 1'd rather have a firm grip
on their hands than trust a safety harness, Besides, the moments
are raré in these latitudes when vou can take a stroll on deck. Ten
minutes in the cockpit is uspally more than enough to satisfy every-

one hefore Nngers 2o nUumb,

CLOSE THE HATCH after [hti and set about lifting the five-
ton keel. With the help of an electric winch Lawten 11 15
transformed within minutes from an oceangoing, deep-

kecled schooner (o o shallow-draft motor cruiser
Chutside, Dt s sitting Ught 1o the cockpit next 1o Len
i |5'-,. [l‘iq'-l w YOU CEN il |l| Tl IOW, bt |-I|'|.'|l 2 EYe On ihe |-.r'I|I.'
Jérdome savs, stll furling the sml and watching as LHon Steers
towiard the entrance
‘“You take her now, JérGme," says Dion, calling his father by his
first name, as all three children do with us, The kelp thickens, and

] L [} n r M I I i-
WITTEE Walel L0 DO T'es eals hlack rocks

Wi ld Ly |:.."-!.l. ot to South (reoveia

SO H LOORCHTT profected
Sally ond tnfant Dion n 1979
fabovel) as D damien 11 moumide:
Cape Horn. Made of strong plios-
¢ dirrie provides weltome
shieiter guring watches for jce-
s ani ships

e Poncets hiave maogle roarmal
R vikits to aguth Oeorsaa for

KOS FLFLEr prinilugd.

within the confing









FRIENDLY INTRUDER Peter Prince
prepares o capture a member of a
block-browed albatross colony for
arnding A renowned expert on
South Atlantic birds, Prince has
studied the populntion dymmics
of the species for the past 13
yeours, A grov-headed albatross
(facing page) prolects iis three-
wigek-0ld chick from such preda
tors o8 shuos and giont petrels
Damilen I novigates o narromw
inlet below,

i54

Relieved of the wheel, Dion joins his brothers. Cries of excite-
ment go upas they ghmpse the bay with its small jetty. There is the
familiar green building, the pungent odor of fur senls packed
tighter than sardines on the beaches, and the old blue buoy that
marks our mooring

We scarcely have time to take up the mooring lines before the
children are readv in the dinghy, telling vs to hurryup. “Hangona
minute, ['ve got to get the mailbag, " 1 plead

For the six men here, mail 15 as welcome a2 o new face. Sincee Bird
Island s classihied as a site of special scientific interest, unautho-
rized visits are discouraged. It's not often that a ship calls in—a
HAS vessel twice a vear, the occasional British warship, and us.

VER THE PAST SIX YEARS we've been in and out of Bird
Island often enough for it to seem like a homecoming
each time, particularly for the children, Some of their
best friends live at Bird Island
“Look, there's Callan!™ shouts Leiv exuberantly,
and then stops, silenced by sudden timidity as we all clamber anto
the jetty.

“Urood to see you little fellows back again, ™ says Callan Duck,
here for his final season studving fur seals. He immediately takes
charge of the children while we exchanpge preetings with everyvons

“Come on up to the base, " imvites Peter Prince, who has been in
charge of the Bird Island station since its inception 17 vears ago
“The stream Hnally unfroze last week, =0
there s plenty of water (or showers, nol L0 men-
tion cups of tea.”

Pete’s an old fnend of ours and a great up-
holder ol traditional British hospitality. Since
1972 he has returned to South Georgin 12 times,
continuing the sclentific research that has pul
him and hi= collearues at BAS to the fore in
knowledge of Antarctic seabird ecology and en-
ergetics. Few can claim Pete's field experience.
He introduced us to Bird Island and encourpeed
our growing interest in seabirds, recognizing the
potential of a small vessel like Damzen 11 for
certain survey work

Four vears ago Pete was able to charter
Crantien [ through BAS for a survey of the
albatross and penguin colonies in the Bird
Island area. This was the beginning of the South
Georgia Seabird Survey, now in its fourth sea-
sor. This year Pete and his assistant, Mick Jones, will be comingon
hoard for two months, and we will retrace our roule once more
around the island

At the table in the small dining aren of the base, we discuss this
season’ s program while Leiv and Dion, their inttial shyness over-
come, chat away with Callan. Ihti, uncharacteristically guet, is
discreetly going through the kitchen cuphboards, checking out the
“poodies, " no doubt

“Well," says Jérome, who is eager to get going, “if we get
all the gear on board as soon as possible, we could leave any time
tomorrow —depending on the weather, of course, That would give

Netional Geographic, March 1080



us five davs to get to Grviviken and meet Socrety Explores
The latter is an Antarctic cruise ship on which free-lance photog-
ran
vey. Grytviken was a British scientific station and now, since the
1982 Fa
lor British forces on south Genrgia

et Frans Lanting 15 coming to i0ia us on our two-maonth sur-

kland Islands war with Areentina it is the headoguarters

iut l don't want togo,” protests a voice
ifficult mo
ments for children, forever
fallowing their parents’
whims. "We'll be back here
epon, Lewv, for Christmas,
nnd besides, it's Leith Har-
bor we're going to

The magic of Leith Har-
bor, ang of South Georgia's

'hese  mre

fve deserted whaling sta-
tions, still holds, with memo-
s of past  summiers
ramblings through the aban
doned debris of & once thry
Ing community of 700 men
l.eith Harbor i1s a treasure
hunt without end. Lenv's
cmile returne, and he's off to
tell Dion the good news, for
retting the bad

Perzonally I feel a twinge
of regret that this year we
shall not be sathng south into
the Antarctic ce. Eleven
vears airo, the verv first time
Damien [f wentl south, she
sgilod from this same spol
Jérome and 1 had left France
in late 1976 and spent a vear
in South America en route to
our ultimate destination, the
Antarctic Penimsula. There,
on Avian [eland in Margue-
rite Bay, with Damien [1
frozen in the ice at 677 5, we
winteréd over

We passed those winter

manthsof 1978 man-hauling our sledge around the by, returning
home to Damien [ asthe first of many thousands of bird= arrived at
their breeding grounds on Avian Island. We spent the Antarcti
summer among the penguins; then in early March of 1979 we [o]
lowed them through the pack ice to the open sea

It was with sadness that we headed north to South Georgin. Bt
there was joy also, for I was expecting our firstchild. Dion was born
in Leith Harbor on South Georgia in April 197%. [érome’s irst-aid
traning, commaon sense, and a very complete medical kit
throuzh that first delivery. The same combination has since seen us

through all medical cases on board, none of w

vl paeer] s

e H bas been seriols

H.:.!I“rll-' |._-|.'|'-"'|I {1 _"'||l,'|'|!|l-j |'-_|.|-'|_-||_-'|'_|I:
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WIILLING PARTNER tn g BAS study,
@ three-weehk-old grav-headed
alhatross chich on Bird lsland
welghs in at 1.5 kilograms as Fe
ter Prince takes notes. Such meo-
suremernts help correlate menld
size with growth rates. If hondled
at an eqrly age, « young bird will

spare Murmns from the customary
defense againal encroachment by
predators; the regurgitation of an
oily, foul-emalling [guid. Other
studies found that adults spend as
long s 18 hours o doy (0 flight,
searching for food

< OVERLEAF

N EPTENDID ISOLATION, o hileer
trecds an icy slope below the
Allgrovee Range. Over this rugeed
lond British polar explorer Ermest
Sheckieton made o grueling trek
o safefy at Stromness Bay after
his ship sank near the Antarctic
Peninsula in 1915

HE NEXT MORNING we [eave Bird Island with Peter and
Mick on board and within a day have reached Leith
Harbar.
"ahall we go to the guano shed first, or the lnborato-
ryf debates Dion. As we round the last headland,
Leith Harbor's rusted roofs and crumbling jetties appear, increas-
ing the children's eagerness to get ashore. Their playeround —a
maze of empty buildings, contents scattered from attic to ground
eor and oul into the lanes — awaits them.

"Come with us to the lnborat iry e nsks Lety, The labis situdted
at the other end of the station, so I'm not surprised they need com:.
pany. Such eerie longliness emanates from these derelict butldings,
and no more 50 than when the evening light begins to fail

"Come on, then,”™ | reply. " Let's go before it gets dark.”™ And
we sel off along the lane, content to walk there and back, simply
tnking mn each building, remembering and storing each one for
tomorrow ' s vovage of rediscovery

Doors swing, creaking in the imperceptible evening hreeze;
butlding interiors are somber, fathomless. Soon the children agree
that it's time to return to the warmth and security of Damien 11,

“Uhh, there's [érlme, " squesls Diti, reassured by the sight of the
familiar Rgure

“The dandelions are perfect,” declares Jérime, swinging a hae
of full-leafed green herbage. “ What a salnd we'll have tonight!™

COar evening meal is complete: Falkland pepper beef steaks,
dandehion salad, and freshly baked whole-meal bread, one of our
favorite South Georgian menus

It's almaost dark as Criquet comes in from checking the mooring
lines: “'The barograph’s fallen off the hottom of the paper,” he
announces. Overhead, in the fading heht, the cloudz are beginning
to move. " Must be more than 40 knots outside,” Jérdme acknow|-
edges. " It's amazing how sheltered it can be in here until the kata-
batics begmin.” He's reférnng to severs winds that frequently howl
clown the slopes of Antarctic mountains onto the surface of the seq
Jérdme turns to Criquet. “Better double the lines in case it blows
any harcer.”

That night we talk for hours. Dith has fallen asleep, Leiv and
Dion follow soon after. Dutside, a light breath of wind gently
pushes us against the huge truck tires that line the jetty as fenders
An hour later, it's gusting 60 knots. Jérdme and Criguet, between
the pusts, manage to tighten the lines

Three in the morning. The wind's blowing stronger than ever,
and | awake with a start. Jérldme's already up, sitting at the chart
table, mesmerized by the digital readout of the anemometer. " Six-
by, eighty, ninety, ninety, forty, ten, ™ he calls out softly as the wind
speed Agures change every few seconds. The pattern repeats itself,
Lhe anemometer regularly reaching its maximuom of 20 knots.

"It must be hlowing over a hundred out there in those gusts,”
Jérdme savs. 1 hold on tightly as the next katabatic gust hits us,
and the boat heels over 20 degrees. A cup rolls off the table. I tuck
an extra cushion under Diti and return to bed —not to sleep, but to
lie there and listen to the frenzied shrieks and vibrations

Al breakfast time it's still blowing, bul the bowls and cups now
mch their way across the table rather than roll. No downtown
strolis in Leith Harbor this morning. The risk of being struck by
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airhorne roofing tron 15 enovgh to keep ws, reluctantly, at home

[ Mon and Leiv realize that it's not moch fun out there and settle
dawn totheir favorite occupation, drawine. They can bring a scene
o life on paper, tell them=elves a story, invent fantastic machines,
ook at the world from a cloud, redesign Leith Harbor complets
with bus service and supermarket. Dirawing istheir entertainment,
their equivalent of television. Along with reading, it replaces regu
lar schoolme during these hectic summer months when time 5 the
searcest of I-.._-Ilq-l.“.":l.il-.__

]...|l & YEOT thHie i |'!|||"'l n return to trachitional school lessans at thi
ehdd of summer. Bemns based in the Palkglands {for the winter months
means they can follow the lodal education program, organieed Dy
Lhe Fal

Lhe remote areas of the 15lands 18 basically the parents” responsibil

cland lelands governmentl. Schooling for vouneg children in

by, Adaly lesson with the Kadio School 1n stanley, the capital, and
L Ewio=-week-long visit [rom atraveling teacher every six weeks pro

vide a pood standard of education

TAMTIME there's a lot to leam right here 10 South

Lreorria. Althoush the ubject mntts Filoest't Grurein LITY
wchool cumeuwlum, the children are learning, and so far
that's been more important, more rewarding, and mofre

INIOrmanye [N passIng "T:_‘.:ll';

| often wonder what they will decide to do. Jérome and | chose

Lhis way of life many years ago In the hoasmnninge Lhese wiaters — s
Lriangle of the Falklands Continied on dape 364

Wilditfe Cuest ba South Geovei
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I ERROR-STRICEEN face of an ele-
phant seal pup stares out from d
mud wallow, Adult seals cregte

the depresstons during moelting
season when they rodl in the mud
saeking relief from shin trritation

Trapped in the deep wallows,
pups foce almost cartomn death
from: starvation. Named for therr
gize and the trunk-like probascis
of the adult male, elsphont seals
are the largest of the world's pin-
nipeds. Males can reach nearly
20 feetr and weigh four tons

ihd

stuth Georgia, dand Antarctica—were for us an unknown wilder
ness. We eguipped ourselves [or discovery, blazing trails, felling
myths, gathering grains of knowledge that today bear frumt —faint
pretes in the wilderness thal always lead homeward.

And what do the children think of that? Since they have grown
upon abeat, it's only natural that up toa certain age they accept life

as it is, as all children do, ungquestioningly. Home, no matter where
wWE e, 15 i1.jlh1|.|l'i'L WELEITL . !lfif]l-illh;i.fig, '|.'|.'I||'I LW ].III]'I"'||1- '||"-'III'| I'_'il-llh
spend 24 hours aday on the job

Seasoned travelers, the children are no strangers to a crowded
highway, the noise of a thousand peonle on a city street, life on the
20th floor of a high nse. But they are far more famihar with South
Creorgia’s silent towns, her beaches crowded with jostling seals,
vociierous penguins. They know the ice of the south and the hospi
tality of Antarctic stations.

Hetween the two extremoes lie the Fa

kland Islands, our point of
departure And return no matter where we sail. Beaver Island, a
small outpost 150 miles west of Stanley, has become our pivot
There we manage asheep farm, which, with charter fees from
Damien [1, provides our main income.

This is the option we offer the children, Jérdme's and my pre-
terred way of life may not be theirs, Beaver [=land offers an altern-
tove, and Damien [ retains her identity

For now, though, the wind =dropping, and tomerrow should be
fine. ' We'll continue on to Grytviken, where we'll meet photogra
pher Frans Lanting. There are eight weeks of work ahead —map
ping and bird censasing that will cover hundreds of miles. We'll
have our share of bad weather, sleepless nights, engine probiems
The breéad won't nise, the children will guarrel, and we'll wish
|:_"'|.-!"'I':|'-I'-[I;-I_' '||'|'II|||.-!l B ill"erH'.
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But there'l also be sunlit days, picnics on the beach. Jéréme will
wassage between the rocks, with the satis-
(action of seeing Damien I safely anchored at the end of the day.

Nextmorning the wind hadd become aregular breeze, and wemo-
Lored to Grytviken, The small sclentific station of 202015 hasmiven
way to a modest military post, with an mflux of tourists to South
Creorgia estimated at nearly o thousand a vear

since Captain James Cook first took possezsion of South Georgia
i 1775, man has never left the island alone. Sealers and whalers
crowded the waters and beaches by the bundreds, committing
monumental errors of environmental judgment. Fur seals were
hunted to near extinetion in the 19th centiury, then whalez. Bur
rowing petrels in inestimable numbers have been eliminated by
man's introduction of the brown rant, which arrived in Antarctica
with the sepling ships.

Now new eoological balances are being attained. The fur sea
are again as abundant as they were in Cook 's day, though it°s too
early to tell for the whales, and probably too late for the birds. Yel
man persists in his ervors, this time attacking the lower end of the
food chain— krill, fikh, and squid. The guestion is: What effect will
this hive on South Georgia wildlife

We still don't know. BAS research into the food, feeding, and
number of seabirds on Bird Island and elsewhere in South Georgia
will provide baseline information for future monitoring studies

dizcover another inshore

=

We aris nappy o share i this v it [Irr1i|1|'r

Frans Lanting was at Grytviken walting for us. We were curious
as 10 how he would adapt to living on bonrd, but the question didn't
hother Frans.

“So long as there's a bunk and room for mv cameras, 1'll be
CVK." he announcer]

ROM GRYTVIEEN we headed southeast, a full comple-
ment of nine on board —the five of us, Frans, Criquet,

Pete Prince, and his assistant, Mick Jones
Ohur first main work area was in Roval Bay, 35 miles
. down the coast. Pete wanteid to spend several days
there searching for evidience of burrowing petrel colonies, which
have been depleted by rats. Frans and Cnguet decided to spend
that time 1n nearby St. Andrews Bay. Here the Heaney Glacier
gently dwindles to sea level, its streams meandenng among 35,000

king penguins, the largest colony in South Georgia

Inland, the glacier nses between rock ridees and snowflields,
enticing the eve skvward up to the cnystal-cut peaks of the Allar-
dveoe Range. One afternoon Coguet took his bivouas bag and
crampons and, with a headed upward. He
reached the 7,7 25-foot summitof Nordenskjold Peak the following

Ygee yvou later,”

marning atter a might on the mountazn

“Great view from up there,” he told us on his retorn. “I'd like (o
give Mount Roots a go ton, if conditions hold.™ Criqguet was far
more impressed with the beauty of the view than by the fact that
he'd just completed the first recorded ascent of Nordenskidld
Peak, and solo at that

Unfortunately and predictably, conditions didn't hold. A cold
front from the west—a regular feature of the wesather here—
brought the cloud layver down to a few hundred feet. The winds

Weldiyfe (uest to South Creovpra

KING-SIEZE MEAL awaits fwo South
Creorgia pintail ducks, who feed
an this bull fir seal carcass. Mor
tality rates for bulle gre highest
following breeding season, as
wiowmds sustnined while fighting

far control of harems become in-

fiected. The recovery of the fur seal
somulation, devastated by hunt
ing, has progressed rapidiy since

the 15608, when seals bégan 1o re
populate South Georgla oeaches.
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DYEVOTION TO DUTY kéeps 0 grant
petrel on its nest as it incubates
af egp. A mantle of snow left by
an overnight storm provides wel-
CIrrTEE iII'IEIJlI'.II'Il;Ir'I. .";I'IH'H' r.ll'l'.'.ﬁ-l!i'.l [
a problem, however, when it
covers materiol neaded for nest
CoTistFuChion.

Mtz head and neck stained with
hlaod, o male giant petrel takes
df aggressive stance (right) to

ward aff competitors os it feeds on
a fur seal carcass. The normally
gidet birds are knovwn for abarn-
doning all decorum while feeding.
Crrmithologust Greorge E. Watson
deseribes withessing "nauseating
retefiing notsey, lowd hissing,
vicious il snappong, " Whioalers
recill seeing the hirds gorging on
g0 muich blubber that they were
urabie to My,

National Geographic, March 1950







WITH REGAL ININFFERENCE, leing
perguans march past [N on their
wity from the gea bock to their
rookery, where they will feed thed
iy regurgitated squid and fish.
TR pengruins certainly Hve up
i their name,” says the author
"They are very stately and aloof.”

With no engriies nn lond, odides
saroew Little fear of humeans

PO S )

turned northerly, gushing 80 knots and more at our anchorage
in Royal Bay

Pete and Mick were finishing their bird work as the weather
started to get nasty, " Not much fun counting petrel burrows in the
rain and force eight wind,” was Pele's conclusion, *The rats cer-
tainly made our job casier though —there aren’t many burrows lefi
to count! ™

This was a pattern we were to find in tussock areas all the way
along the north coast of South Georgin: Wherever rits were pres-
ent, the cheerful songhird twittering of the only land bird here, the
pipit, was absent. And because rats depend upon tussock for fond
and cover, the small burrowing petrels had also been eliminated,
surviving only in the soil, moss, and rock habitat outside the rat-
infested tussock fringe:

The next day, the weather broke. High above the peaks the sun
wias shining, but we saw only a pale disk filtered by what BAS sci-
enlists call mank —a dense mist that effectively ohscures coistline
anid hinterinnd alike

“We'll Ieave, anyway,”
Jérome saud. “There's no
problem, using the radar.”

Cooper Island, owr nexi
destinution, at the south end
of the mamn island, 18 the
frst rat-free area on the
north coast, apart from a few
inaccessible offshore islets,
We were expecting to see o

lot of birds and planned a
five-clay visit
“Oh no, there re fur seals

here too, ™ complained Leiv,
A= REErESsiVE as  traimned
punrd dogs, thée male fur
senls are highly territorial
and defend their few square
vards of beach with great de-
termination. A bull s more
than -a match for a cautious
sevien-vear-old boy n speed,
weight, and tooth size. Leiv
has never taleen any chances;
in fact, it's olten quite a job
to persuade him to run the
gantlet to the relative safety of the tussock grass behind the beach

But here too seals lurk. Head-high tussock and knee-deep mud
pools don’'t make for quick getaways when yvou're four vears old,
50 a5 usual | carried Dt to the drer ground above. Letv strugpled
through, his seal stick, or " bodger, " in one hand, and with Jérdme
close by to help him over the difficult stretches. Dion mean
while leaped ahead, brandishing his bodger with a nine-yvear
old's confidence

We had reason to cherish our visit to Cooper Island: It's clnssed
as i specially protected area, and visits are by permit only. Along
with Bird Island, Annenkov Island, and the Nufiez Peninsula,

Natioral Geographic, March 1084



Cooper Island is one of the largest undisturbed tussock areas in
South Georgin. Greensward covers the lower slopes of 1ts north
const in a continuous carpet, indicating a high density of seabirds,
particulariy the burrowing petrels. Calculabing the density foreach
species of breeding petrel was one of the tasks that was to keep us
here for five days

Pete and Mick were out all day in the tussock, counting the num-
ber of burrows in a given area, checking on the species of bird in
ench burrow, and repenting the procedure all the way up the hill.

Eventually the information resulting from the survey, in addi
tion to Pete' s extensive unpublished field notes, will form the basis
of & book on the birds of South Georgia

E'RE HAVING A MICNIC on the beach today!™ the
children proclaimed. The weather was superh, one
of South Georgia's sparkling summer days, perfect
for traversing the island’s mountain ridges; counting
burrows in the tussock, or simply lving in the sun ona
white pebbly beach. A colony of chinstrap penguins jabbered away
nearby, their racket punctuated by the occasional snort from a
group of sleepv elephant deals in the tussock behind us. The chil-
dren were splashing around in the stream, [loating their boats and
huilding bridges.

Apart from the odd blow, the weather had been very good, but
then the island's north cosst, particalarly in the Camberland Bay
area, 15 comparatively clement

GETTING ACQUAINTED with o e
friemd, Lewv wodches over a fur

| : : seal pup on Bird [land. “They are
i 1 ! ] i [ | B = 1
Well," Jérdme said, “we'll be off tomorrow, round Cape [Dis- plavful, " notes tHhe author,

appointment and northwest again up the south coast. No guaran ‘hut they do nip, so the children
tee of good weathéer there, you know,” he sighed. 1 reahzed that  can't pick them up ™
anly too well from past seasons’ experience, The south comst of Pups are usually born on the

South Georgia, which is exposed to the prevailing westerlies and  beaches and suffer high mortality
hattered by heavy surf, presents a complete contrast to the mild 0 the first weeks following birth,
north const often being crushed by mules mame
The south const's narrow fringe of ice, rock, and the occasionnl '8 e it v
tussock knoll rises sharply to 7,000-foot peaks. The severity of the fIrl:'rlIT,:'I]r:r'.H.IS":I.:.E,IIT:I.:EFJ.."r,,m.
land awes us each time we pass: Nowhere else do we [eel asexposed ;:-M:__cjf_.,'”_m .:.'-:1- ”w“:.{r jr,r:_,lﬁ
as we o here, as removed from this workd, And even if by chance
we pass in ideal conditions, with an easterly wind blowing off the
land, that feehng of unease pérsists.
Thus it was as we progressed up the Coast, our Senses concentrat
ool onweather changes, seastate, and depth sounder, for here, par
tcularty, lie many uncharted rocks.
Our destinabon wis Cape Rosaat the entrance to King Haakon
Bav. The weather, though unsettled, remained (mir during our
three-dav stav there. The sea top showed none of s wsunl aggtation,
<0 we rocked gently at anchor and had only to choose the right spot
and the right wave when landmg in the dingly
“To the left there, Frans, vou can see Shackleton's cave
Jérdme pointed put o shallow recess in the chiff face as the dinghy

idled slowly into the small bay, a narrow slice in the cliffs. A steep
shangle beach lay at its head; Jérome, Crigquel, and Frans juimped
out, hauled the dinghy ashore, and stood where Sir Ernest Shackle-
ton and five companions had stood 73 vears ago, after their amaz
ing 300-mile vovage from Elephant Island in a 22-foot lifeboat
The vovaee of that open boat 15 8 superb epic of courage and

Wildlife Cuiest to South Georgio 360
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pamanship; vet it was hot puart of the magnificent sapga of Shackle.

tan's expedition ship, Endurance. Bedet by foe o the Weddell Sea

in Januarvy 1915, she drifted nine monthe before finally sinking

shackleton and his men then sledged to open water, hauling the

Boants that were Lo carry them to Elephant Island; from there Shack

leton-and five otbers salled north for help
{ in thae |'| "I'I'I': ' ;|..'|.|'-:" ||II'|'.'|:' (T B '”“r:l:_:;- H _I|||.- !';I..:-.:-._.:_ WA= :-_l.l

From here Shackleton and

i looked out over King Hankon Bay
Fawen toeny sl Ol aver the mountainous fsdard
Within two <avs o
picked up the three men at Haakon Bay, and finally, three months

il

wrhaling statbior

L S RO ess [ His arrival there 8 whale catcher

|.-.||'.'- I||llﬂ' III.::lll.'rIl.'I| R ] |'.|l.'.l|-..||!! | |I:": wens .I|'-|l | gt I.|'-|
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one man died, and, more than that, their sufierings were borne
with a stoicism that comes only with superlative leadership. One
can feel both humbled and uplifted on the beach at Cape Roza
“When will we be gettine back to Bird Island?” The children
had been nsking this question regularly and with increasing mpa-
tience as the weeks went by, Now Christmas wis drawing near,
and our south-coast survey was almost finished. We all agreed that
it was time for a break. The next day we headed for Bird Island
The children were delighted (o be back at the base. Although
work was in full swing here with long hours at the penguin, alba-
tross, and fur seal colonies, the Bird Island Y gang" still found time
1o play with the children, Christmas decorations were brought out,

Wildlife Qhuest to South Georgia
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UNDER A RDILING SEY king pen-
gurns amble across a snowfield
near St Andrews Bay, Kings
fovar such habitat because of

the warmth produced by sunhight
reflected from the white surface
Among the 17 penguin species,
kings are second in size only to
emperors. Kings weigh between 25
and 30 pounds and stand three
feat high. On land the waddling
pait of perguins seems ungamnly,
In the sea they are graceful acro-
bats. Reaching speeds of 15 miles
an houwr, kings dive as deep as 700
feat in gearch of fish and squid

371

including a Christmas tree of tussock leaves complete with lights,
ballaons, and noisemakers. Never before had thev had such an
enjovable Christmas.

“Diti’s fallen asieep in vour bed, Callan,” T warned, as the
festivities continued into the early hours.

- “That's OK; he can’t make as bad a mess as that fur seal pup
thd vesterday!”

December is a busy time all round: Thousands of seals occupy the
beach around the base, with as many pups born virtually on the
front doorstep. Balls claom the walkways and jetty as their terri-
ory. The hundred-vard walk to the beach hecomes an obstacle
course through a muss of fur seals. Fortunately the stream provides
o natural pathway, but, even so, it's not an easy task at two in the
morning to return aboard Damien JT with three sleepy children, fur
seals growlhing at vour heels and lunging toward you in the dark.

“We'll give vou a hand getting back,” Callan offered. Equipped
with flashlights and bodgers, relving on Callan™s familiarity and
confidence in moving among the seals, we once agnin made it back
aboard, after having removed a pap from the dinghy.

HERE WERE ONLY THREE WEEKS left now in which to
survey the last remaining section of coastline between
Bird Island and Grytviken, and in particular the off-
shore islands in the Bav of 1sles.
“Wind's still very strong outside. Do vou think Bird
Sound will be passables™ [ asked, worried.

“Well, the only way to find out is to go and look,” Jérdme said.
“The wind should drop soon ™

In fact Bird Sound wias quite manageable, and the strong north-
westerly wind did indeed decrease from gale to strong bireeze as we
were motoring out, Once in the sound we headed northeast, main-
sail fully reefed and the furling jib reduced to handkerchief size;
conditions were ideal for an exciting inshore passage under sail. As
an overcast sky cleared, the wind turned southwest, Increasing
constderably in strength. Within minutes we were surfing at ten
knots as 6i-knot gusts hit us from astern.

“Hang on, here comes another!” Being close inshore, we were
particularly susceptible to the katabatic winds, gathering momen-
tum as they raced down the mountain sides. A wall of sprayv her-
alded the approach of each gust, giving timely warning to the
helmsman. A spectacular passage even in calm weather, the
hundred-foot-wide channel between two steep-sided islete —our
usual route —hecame a breathtaking roller-coaster ride amid the
frenzy of air and water. We were all on deck, exhilarated and awed
by the magnitude of the wind's force,

“We'll make the Bay of Isles in record time at this rate, " Jérome
sid, then added, "if we don't break something first.”

The Bay of Isles was an exciting area for us towork in: In contrast
to most of South Georgia, it has been visited by many naturalists
over the vears. All have come to Albatross Island, to observe the
magnificent wanderer on its breeding grounds,

One distinguizshed naturalist to visit there was Robert Cushman
Murphy. Under the auspices of the Brooklyn Museum and the
American Museum of Natural History, Murphy sailed 1o South
Georgia in 1912 on a New Bed{ord sealer, the brig Daisy. During

National Geographic, March 1980



his four months there he made a collection of the flora and fauna
i 1slnrds” nataral histor
Frans, ready to go ashore with camping gear and enough food for

we lsland, photographing the

and took copious notes on all aspects oft

aweek, was to spend several davson g
wandering albatross

“Ulive us a call on vour portable radio tondght if vou need any-
thing, Frans,” Jérdme called as Criquet ferried him and his gear in
the dinghy. " We'll be 1n the bay, within sight most of the time, Sur-
veying the other 1slands.’

Frans erected his tent in & hollow below a tussock ridge Lhal was
dotted with wanderers. The birds were just beginming courtsing
Their graceful gestures g bill clicking, necks outstretched and

wings [ullv spread, cien never Tl Lo captivite the observer. Cne

bird, solitary on its nest of mud and tussock stems, was all white,
with only & few black feathers in its wings. From its large body s1ze
and bill and snowy plumage it was evidently a male, possibly more

thian 440 venes old.

Pete returned aboard, tubilant after o saumier around, He'd

found a colony aof blue petrels, the first of this species recorded on
Albatrass Island. And we were confident of inding more colonies
as we set off to survey Lthe other islands.

“Look.” Croguet said, “we can getl in here through the kelp.”™
We were in the dinghy, searching for a suitable landing place on
soiath Lreoriia |l]'|'||||'-ih' Vbt ross

Wildlife Quest to South Greorgia









ore than bones
were disturbed
when relic hunt-
ers dug up Slack Farm in
western Kentucky in late
1987, unearthing Indian
grave goods like this 500-
year-old human effigy
pipe—reportedly bought
by a collector for $4,500.

Shawnee-Delaware
indian Robert Thomas,
who protests grave rob-
bing, raises an offering

of tobacco over the
plundered burials. The
incident spotlights a
controversial question . . .
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HE CRIME SCENE—a
field in western Ken-
turky— looked for all
the world as if a low
Hiving squadron of
bombers had just swooped over
ona practice run. More than
450 small craters, each edged by
a mound of raw earth, pocked
the surface of the unplanted
field. But no air raid caused this
destruction. It was the work of

. but how to refer to them s

some call them rehic collectors
pothunters, treasure seekers,
aven * para-archaesblogists,”
Lithers, less forgmving, castigate
them as looters, desccTators,
even commercial grave robbers.
By whatever designation —
and for whatever motives—the
ten men who dug into this field
in late 1987 disturbed more than
bornes and Indian relics. They
npped cut amd crumpled an ir
replaceable page of our comman
eritage —and rased in high

rehiel the growing controversy
over Lhe looting, sale, and exhi-
bition of Native American ré
maakns amnd grave goodds. The
incident has prodded the nation
to azk itself the emotionally
charged question: “Who owns
o past 2

Miles Hart, retired detective
sergeant of the Kentucky State
Police, recalis

"We gol n repart thal some
relic hunters were looting an old
Indian burial groond on a farm
i Union County. Headguarters
sent me ot to check, since any
discovery of human remains has
Lo e filed with the state

“"Mow, surface |'|'l|||‘-."1|'||.:[ 15
a popular hobby in this area. A
lot of folks have relics or arrow
neads. People dig "em up in
their gardens and plow 'em up

in their fields. Twenty years ago

1 used to pick up arrowheads
mysell—with permission—oul
of that same field. Before Mrs
Slack died and the farm was
solcl, she talked to me about the
history of the property. T'm still
interested in Indian calture,
but now | carve copies of peace
pipes instead of looking for

renl ones,”

When Sergeant Hart drove
oul to investigale, [wo men
came to talk with him &t the
farm gate but refused to Jet him
on the site. Keturming with a
senrch warrant, he found that a
water tank had heen nigged with
a hose for softening the drought-
pardhed earth. Countless small
probe holes punctureéd the
brown topsodl of the 40 acres
overlooking the Ohio River near
Uniontown, Kentucky

“The men had told me ther
weren 't any human bones; it
WAS & prehisiond campsite, not
a burind ground; they had nghts
to chig, and I had no business
there since it was private lnnd
But looking At all those craters,
well I knew nmateurs don't
destroy whole sites like that
L hese people swere litetrally min-

g the place. It had every sign
of & commercial operation.”

sergeant Hart did find bones
—clearly human —sirewn
among the craters. " There were
[awbones, leg bones, finger bones,
human teeth everywhere, We
ol A cease and desist arder
untl we could higure out which
laws= hid been broken.”

The méen hod paid the larnd-
awner $10,000 1o lense diggimg
rights between the fall harvest
and spring planting. The ten
were charged by the state of
Kentucky with Y"deseeration of
a venerated ohject”
applied 1o crimes ranging from

& Siatule

Leasing digging rights on Slack Farm, ten mern spent two months
cratering this field for Indion artifects before being stopped and
charged with “desecration of a venerated object.” Kentucky, unlike
marny other states, prohabits the unauthorized dipgging of any groves.
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Investigating the crime scene

or three months in early
1988 archaeologists and
volunteers meticulously
LM mounds aof carth (dhove
left) around more than 450
holes dug by the looters. The
bwofold purpose: to gather
evidence for the stute’s criminal
cered el cases and fo glean
what archaeological dota could
be had from the debris
Few artifacts were fourd
grrvied wht the lnoters had cast

pxitde—mostly pottery sherds

and shattered bones. A hear
pehis (left) shows a hole from
it dligger’s probe. Human jaw-
bones and teeth (above) were
among the remains of af least
G50 of the graves disturbed.
Analysis of the rémuains will
show much about the people’s
diet and health. After study af
the University of Kentucky and
the state medical examiners
office, the hones were given to
Mative Amiericans for CErento-
niod reburial.




Cruardion of Indion interests, Chico Duloe camped out in a TV-equipped

ftepee af Slack Farm to turn away unauthorized sightseers. A loosely organized

1. Vil sl Ceg o) J'.'il.“e.".'r'- - Muarch 108



ol law has hien violated
would kick in. Then the FBEI]
could go i and selze ariifact
that had been illegally taken
ACTUES STRLE e S

“Because ol the scale of the
slack Furm aperation nnd
the dhiggers’ brazen disregand
for human sensibilities, we'n
hoping thit case wall spur a
malicnal burnal preservation
aet,” concludes Dr. Woll

Fleading not gulity, the ten
gefendants are hacked by an In
fluential lobby of pelic collectors
L1 i||- SEE N -'||, r'-ill_'.' |'-l|-i.-'-.' |'|"u!
profitable basiness) threatened
by proposed laws and new legal
precedents, Art Lerber, organiz-
er of an annual Indian red
Now in kentucky, argues (n
their delense: *These guyvs an
being made the scapegoats for
what others have done [or vears
H it weren't [or collectors, a lot
af this stufl would be totalls

lost — plowed into preces by farm

ere, washed away by Hoodds
paved over for parking lots and
housing projects. We collectors
FEE QUTSELVES &S saving hstory,
not destroving st

Cheryl Ann Munson, senior
archasoloEst at Indigna Univer-
sity s (slenn A, Black Laborato
ry Of Archaeology, COUnIers
“Tt's one thing for a collector
pick up points in a feld; it is
enitirely different to dig into al
chatological sites to mine arti
facts for money. The reallyv sad
thing is that we'll never know
what's bheen taken or how I
Intes (o what remmns o the
ground, Everything has been
scrambled. This field 15 one of
the prime Mississippian sites ol
the Ohio Biver Valley from the
time of Euronean contact. Now
much of what we could have
Knawn i lost forever.

rrl T':I'll!"h"". Srcnae Il|-_'i._| 1

. : s
W i |I.j|_| B |_._I|II 1 I Ly

phe state mecicon] exarnine
Nuative American contingent also held ceremonies and built a FH

sweat lodee to purify participants. .

to determing how many
i the burnials had been dis-

turbed {ak least 650, proBably
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af their mational legacy?
Among the few intoct arti-
facts recovered by archavolop-

givts at Slock Farm, twao
burinl pots (abowe) show the

churacteristic shoape and han-

dles af the Cabaorn-Wellborn
culture. Also overlooled by
the looters was a frogment of
a timy pot (below), perhaps
miide by o child while the
mother was firing larger
bowls and pots; in a hawe-
pngly human touch, the child’s
conturies-old fingerprint can
atill b geen inside the howl
Whatiever else may hoave
heen pirated away from the
site will be all bt pseless for
archacology. BEven of an arti-
fixct ends up on @ dealer’s table
o in a private collection—I[ke

this red catlindte pipe (above),
ilegedly from Slack Farm
—itwill Fremuain forever oot of
corfext, o displaced plece

of the puzzle of our cultural
hMeritogre.




rnature of ancient human occy-
pation here—and possibly led
the looters of 1987 to the site

“Thiz wasz no temporary
camp without biurtals, as the
loaters clammed " notes Cheryl
Ann Muonson, one of the archie.
ologists directing last spring's
investigation. 1 was 8 mujor
village that Aourshed from
about A D. [450 to 1650, It=
peaple belonged to the Caborn-
Welborn phase of the late Mis-
sissippian period — an important
protohistoric era spanning the
timé of first contact with Furo-
peans. Pre-Mississippian settle-
ments here include 4 much older
Woodland phase —we call it
Craly Orcharid —that dates hack
to about the time of Chrst”

At the height of the Mississip-
pann pertod (A1 SO0 to 14000
lowns wnd villages, with flat-
topped mounds serving as foun
dations for nobles' dwellings
or temples, covered much of

eastern North Amenca. Archae-
ologists characterize the calture
of the MIssIssIppIan peabie As
dng based on the cultivatibn
of corn, Hence the lncation in
rich river bottomlands of its
greatest settlements: Coholkia
Mounds in Hlinois, near East St
Louts; Angel Mounds, near Ev-
ansville, Indimna, just 22 miles
upriver from Slack Farm: and
Moundville, near Tuscaloosa:
Alabaman

The Slack Farm site likely
drew importance from the con-
MNuence af two greal rivers—Lthe
Crhio nnd the Wabash. In the
late Mississippian, say A.D
1500, it would have presented a
scene of closely packed rectan-
gular houses of wattle-nnd-daub
construction, with peaked
thatch roofs to handle the miid-
wesherm rains,; extensive corm-
fields on allovial bottomlands;
and perhaps 300 to 500 people

When they died, they were

Marching aqgainst desecration of burinls and the buying and
selling of grave goods, Indians and non-Indians join for a dem-
onstration outside a hotel holding an annual Indian relic show
in Owenshoro, Kentucky, Within the hotel's exhibition hall
(facing page), dealers offer buyers the scattered remains of
mare than 10,000 yvears of North American history,

Cince almost universally viewed as an innocent hobby, relic
collecting hos come under increasing oriticism as profit-driven

dealers spur pothunters to ever gredter depredations.
Cine controversial selution: a national law Hmiting commaer-

cial trade of such artifacts.
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buried in cemeteries near theit
houses and granmries, with
grave goods perhaps to asgist
them in the sparit world

By drawing on data from ather
contemporary sites as well as
analogies from the wavs of the
Choctaw, Creek, Shawnee, and
other storical trabes, one ¢an
visualize many vignettes of Mis-
sissippian lfe: Men in river
clearings burning great logs
felled with stone axes, then hol-
lowing them with adzes to make
dugout canoes: others along the
shore fishing with weighted
nets: small hunting groups in
the forested higher terrain away
[rom the river, hunting white-
talled deer; children shaping
piay pots while their mothers
built real ones; dogs yapping
i.il'l.[l i i'l'l'“r"l'i'!'l',-_l". Men |.'i|'|:[.| WOImeEn
making flint tools, weaving,
repairing houses, carving stone
pipes. And pervading the an-
ctent settlement at Slack Farm
as thoroughly as the acnid
woodsmoke from the cooking
fires, a deeply rooted Délief sys-
tem links the visithle world 1o a
supernatural universe

HAT BELIEYF SYSTEM
still persists in the per-
son of Native Amencan
activists who arrived on
the scene in Union County after
thev heard about the Slack Farm
lootine. Chtrased at the deseca
ton, they visited the site with
Kentucky authorities and lnter
claimed the skeletal remains
under n “friend of the deceased”
provision of state law

Their claim was recognized
by David Walf of the state med-
weal expminer' = officre —who
plaved a crucial role in bringing
the crominal case to prosecution.
He agresd to give the Indian
prtivists the bones for ceremon
ial reburinl after criminal evi-
dence had been gathered wnd
the scientific analysis had
been complited

Among the factions of the

National eographic, March 98¢






apurred by the Slack Farm case, Kentucky's legislature passed ["hiere are onhy 8o mams

@ bill upgrading desecrution of a burinl site from a misde- tribes who mie

it be identiner
with the Caborn-\Velborn cul-
tive champion Senator fohn Hall loak on, Governor Wallace ture, and the Shawnee, In m
Wilkinson signs the il into law, Chetime “sitrfaoce hunter™ Ed LTI

Hu:.-:z'ru.;.-i of Henderson, Kentucky—displuying some old finds

meanor to a felony. Whitle Indion supporters and state lepisla-

ere the mast Hikely, Tt

seems {0 me that many archaeo
(foctng page )—has given up all collecting now. His advice to : . '

thoase with a yen for Indian relics: “Don't dig!”™

% RS R |||-'|- -|||--|| il il |: Il
tvine Wwrether historic tribes and
nrehistoric cultures; in reality i
t= nll one contimuam

=avs Dlennis Bankes, longtim
ymerican Indiman Movement
lender who eame to Union
LCounty to lead the Indifin con
LINEEn | he archasolomsts s
nobody knows who the descen

nts of these peaple are, The
sav vou can't tell if they wers
wnee becauses they " re "pre-
mstoric.” That's their word for
‘prewhite.” It ssems they're say
ing we Indinne can § hiave an
pncestors at all. 5o that give
Lhiem the mght to dig them up. |
voll ask me, they re hardiy am
Bebler Lhan grave robibers them-
«| v v difberence 15 thev wi
ol ocstate permit. Well, we're
here to tell the world that,

| B " B 'I..
SHEwW REe oF not, we are all Ly

ing um to these sneestol

ivinced their direct anc lenls —and (o many museum What if this were a whik
torr= hind hived 1o thas area b collections., ns well cemetery that had been dese-
fore Betng driven out n the Eixperts agree that the shaw rated  Would the archaeolo
early | S00s, COthers were U her- e once hved o thrs region 1its be bapming the disturbed
okee, saoux, Cridbw \pache, shawneetowr, [Hlmois. = onlt hones And erave ool 1o talki
even Alaska Athapaskan ten mules from slack Farm, and thetn for study at museam

Faced with the Shawnee fhis whole tri-stale area wWihere bl B ersities
contention that the Slack Farm Bentucky. Indiana, and THimoie We're not here fora
site had beon & Shawnee villag converge —is rich in Shawnes frontation. We just want Lo se
he archaenlogists contacted issaciations. some histornans that the Ancient (nes et
irihal officials of the Shawnes prlocce the Shownee farther up proper feburial. Thodse wh
in O elachoma and the Minm in the Ohio Biver during the 1500s dug up their bones just don'
Indiana Neither group claimed Tpts MLFLE irpuingE that they indereting the forces thes
tlescent nor grave pood pily pacsed through here 1o th L lias

I do not believe that e 1700 before they saare o 'he Indizns -|||i' LE MY
mioiern shawnoe descended en acrass the Mississippi. The inc organized a vigl necr the
rom the peopie buned Hers inthoritative Arcftaeodory of fhi e, held tohacco-burning cen
savs Loheryl Ann Munsal Lawer Cine Krver Vadley O 986, maonies every four days, and
COndy with an extensive excy by Jon Muller of Southern T it s weat lodge Lo punny
vittion and full-Medged stad nois University, outlines o case those who came to visit the dis-
of the Temanns Can we learn for the shawnees, among olhers; trbsl erave
Mere and answer the descent hetng the descendants of the \ poignant public Ancesto

] LisEad ! | I||,,||' I||||I| LHsirm DR || EEEIHIN was el ,I.:||._|
Bt Miutisve Amenican actis And accordine to De. Helen ver Memornial Dav weekend

st counter that the archaeod tanner, research associate at the sithily o hecome an s

g151s simnpdy don U want to oeal MNewberry Library in Chicago event. Two weeks earlier the

bR Yalional Geographic, Morch 1989
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first of three consignments af
bones was reburied —without
fanfare— by Chiefs Leon Shen-
andoah and Vincent Johnson
of the Hix MNatrons Iroguois
Confederacy. *

A large cloud, sliding provi-
dentially across the otheravise
clear sky, gave welcome relief
trom the hot afternoon sun as
Chief Shenandoah put the card-
board boxes containing the re-
matns of 114 Ancent Ones into
holes the archasologists had left
for that purpose. In his native
Cnondaga language, he intoned
n series of prayers.

Later he explaimed: "1 was
talking to the disturbed spirits
'hey can't rest until their bones
are completely dust. 1 asked
them not to harm us. 1 told them
we-are putting them back so
they can start their journey to
the otherworld again. And ]
praved that they would farge
mll this ever happened and not
tiako vernigeance on those who
dug them up.”

Al the end of the pravers the
dirt that the original digwers hnd
tassed aside o careleszly and
that the archasologists had 5o
meticwlously sifted was shoveled
back to cover the boxes in their
new common grave, well be-
neath the plow rone. Smoothing
the mound, Chief Shenandoah
set i highted lantern beside it

“To light their way Lo elerni-
Iy, he sard

N OWENSBORG, Kentucky,
tables groaning under the
wieight of tens of thow-
sinds of Indinn artifacts

stretch away through a vast

ballroom lit by chandeliers

Billed nz " The Indian Relie

show of Relic Shows, " this an

nunl event is enoagh to give ter
n'I[I'.i].J 'IIL"EIFI."!--!':IIII'II K :|r:|_';|u1|' ".'l'hlh
knew the childhood miracle of
finding an arrowpaint in the
backyvard.

Hox after box is filled
with points—you can get the

A5

commongst arrowheads for 5¢
cents 1o 4 few dollars; a finelv pre.
served Paleo-Indian spearpoint
hirings 5500 or more, A glnss
case displays exquisite banner
stones— the stone weights used
with atlatlz, the spear-thrower
common before the bow and ar-
row cami into vogue some 1,200
yvears ago. At one table & couple
examine a shell pendant, 4 gor-
pel dangling from a necklace of
fine shell beads: $1,200. "Tt's
got the weeping-eve motif of the
southern Cult,” urges the seller

While most meces bear no
label other than price, same
Rave little museum-style 11
tags: “Yankeetown, A D, 12007

“Hopewell, 200 n.C.-
A.D. 200"

“"You won't find much of
the really good stuffl out in the
gpen, one vendor confides.
“That's kept in vaults. You
gotta be serious belare they'll
show it to you. And watch ouf
[or fakes. Even the experts
get fooled. "

SN you dig this plece your
self vou sk the denlers

Most shake their heads.
“INaw, ol it al an estate sale.”

“*Bought it from a guy.”

"Where'sit from?" vou ask

“Well, this guy said he got it
cown in Ceorpin” O Oklaho-
ma. Or bought 1t from an old
lady in Crhio.

et too specific with vour
fuestions, snd you get o peoved
stare. It's like asking people de
tails of their taxes

“Anvthing from Slack Farm

neres” That one brings either o
blank look or a puffaw. Every.
pne &t the show knows about the
recent hoopla. Many items
might be from the site—but
there’s not a whit of legal proof
that any of them are,

Photographer Steve Wall
méanaged to track down one
piece alleged|y from the Slack

*“The author wrote about the Iro
quois Confederncy in the September
| 987 WATIONAL (GEOGRAFHIC

Cherished by kin
—then and now

tmple possessions dre
Maced in a grave by loving
relotives in this artist's
re-creabion of a Caborn-Welborn

hurigl—set amid thatched
witttle-and-doub houses over-
looking the Ohio River, These
goods, perhaps meant to ac-
company the deceased in the

afteriife, would centuries Later
lure pothunters to desecrote
such groves.

Scattered bones from the
Slack Farm site, boxed in
aceordance with state law after
examination by physical an-
thropologists, recetve o0 make-
shift butl reverent ceremonial
reburial (right) by Chief Leon
Shenandoah of the Six Nations
Iroguois Confederacy.

National Geographie, March 1989






Farm dig: a four-inch carved
limestone pipe (page 383), The
collector knows of only two oth-
ers, one also said to be from the
farm and the other from a few
miles away. The man who
claimed he'd bought it—for

4, 500 — said he bad confirma-
tiem of its erigin from the seller
Crther rare preces have gone for
hundreds of thousands af dol-
lars. Most diggers, though,
would tell you they're lucky to
make the equivalent of mini-
mum wage for their hours of
shoveling in the hot sun.

“For the vast majority it's the
sport and ndventure of it, nal
the financial gain," savs Art
Gerber, whose show = one of
scores held throughout the chun-
try each year. Yet some deal-
ers—including Gerber himseli —
have collections in their vaults
thist would make n museum
curator cry with frustration,
Most of these pioces are what
archaeologists call “without
provenance — nd recard of Uhe
phyeital context fram which
they were dug. Hence, they are
nearly usetess for the interpreta-
tiom of history. Literally, pieces
lifted from the puzzle of gur
commaon past, never o be fitted.

ATCH OUT [or cop-
perheads!™ wamed
Ed Hastings as he
led the way up the
hillock behind Stack Farm. Ed
hias been ronming these bluffs
and terraces above the lower
Ohio for more than half a centu-
ry. He was a “surface hunter,”
making his finds on the ground,
not under it In recent vears he's
given up even that, becoming
purely n mEpper of Indian ceme-
tertes and sites. “1've recorded
mare than 250 sites, some larg-
er, some smaller than this ane,
all within a hundred miles of
here. 1 guess there must be twice
that many. Every 5o oflen some-

one will come across an old
Paleo-Indian point out here
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dropped by a hunter mavbe
10,000 vears ago, Some of these
anclent seltlements are lavered
like wedding cakes, going down
mayhe & dozen feet.

“When those diggers dug
here, they mixed ap all the lay-
¢rs and tossed the bones around
like s0 much sewer pipe: No
respect for the dead. 1've found
quite a few bones, too, in my
time. Once I found the whole
skeleton of @ mastodon. But
whenever 1 found human hones,
1 rebunied them with a prager.
Mavbe it"s becauze 1've got a
drop of Apache blood. That
was the only time I dug—to
put "em back.

“The diguers say they weren't
digging for bones, just pots.
But leok at all those probe holes
among the craters—thousands
of 'em. You don’t make those
looking for pots at random.
You'd never find much that
way. You make all those probes
because you're looking for the
saft feel of bones. If vou find
bones, chances wre you're going
to find grave goods too. That's
whaere the money is. The only
bones they usually take are the
whole skulls —people buy 'em as
candle halders.

“But I don't see these guvs as
munsters, like some people do, "
Hastings continued. "1 know
the lure. | stopped even surface
huntin' because I came to real-
e iL was wrong to ke this
stuff for vourself This is every-
body's history, not just yours or
mine It shouldn't be for person-
ml profit. 1'm not tellin® others
to stop surface huntin® or col-
tectin’, But | do say this:

"“Don't dig—vou destroy his-
tary when vou do. And don’t
by the stuff either. If every-
body stopped buvin', these guvs
would do a lot less destruction
Me, 1 still hunt for sites but
only with my sves. Thaose bones
down there —they're evervone's
ancestors. Isay let 'em rest
in peace!™ 0

The battle to
save our past




thoroughly sncked the great
morfuary mound that dominat-
el the 3piro site i southeastern
[ Melahoma

Ty Mew Mexioo virtually
every site of the Mimbros—

n people of the Mogollon
culture — has been wrecked by
lonters seeking thedr delicately
patnted blpck-on-white howls
In Morth Carolinn the strata of
1,000 vears of lkimat occupn
tion He i o jumble, destroyed in
A nuttter of days by seekers of
lew “eollectible™ stone spear
poipts and scrapers,

As an archneologist | deplore
the: angaing clestroction, Tor my
profestion lernlly depend: on
the excavation of tn situ mater
il == remaing of the past o Lhe
precise place where they were
st by Lhurse seho e and e
them The artifitct out of conbext
i, for the most part, of as little
wse 2% the beached plank of n
wrecked ship.

I became acolleclor at the ige
of 15, In fact, the finding of
several spearhends in a plowed
south Carohing held played a
miskjest panrt incmmy fater desire
by hecome an archacologst,

It sermeid duite natural that
my surface collecting evolved
mte sporadic dizging at looal
mwamd sites. It bs ensy, looking
ek, b wew bl clestructbon thal
this wirought. At the time, how-
ever, | was sincerely interested
in the " persan behind the artd-
fnct™ and il strong fetde o our
local prehistoric sites. In addi
ticg, South Caroling then hod
no professonal archaeologiats
When thev Anally did come on
the scene, 1 frecly dhnred both
mv Collection aned my somew il
shotchy recorcds. | continue o
helweve that such cooporn-

Hon between scienbists o bay-
I'Jl.'l"l-l.l'.l'LH Can sAve an erformous
amount of time and duplication
of effors

Money ettered the collecting
picture whety, in 3 warld of
increasing domand and limited
suprply, dealers began 1o assEn
prices to the priceless, and the

nmuitkel grew o depend on maore
and more digging Tor salable ob
yects Artifncts oo ofton became
the prdw s tn Dusiness giames,
erther a8 investiminta or 4 lue -
tve tax deductions. With that
the image and the imnocence af
collecting were severely compro
mited, s o the Slhck Farm
cnse In the sngoing compaets
tion, archasologists face an up-
hill hatile even to save what is
tn the grotnd for Diture gener-
ations. In mv opinich, if the
unchecked lootng continues

BETIINE] S LDEFIHHE FEIMCST LI SN

FECTION B, EANTLL .

tor increase, there will be tio
archaeology 1o do by the turn
of tho century!

But don 't archaeologiss
themselves destroy this anciend
evidence as they excavate ! (F
coittse, but there are kev ditfes
ences: Archaeologists are first
ind foremoa! anlhropologsis,
tragned in the methods nocessary
to anterpret the relationships
amonyg Lhe burled remnunts of
the past and obligated to publish
their findings. Moreover, the
artifacts found by archavologists
a5 @ rule endd v in museumes or
ather public repositories, avoil-
abie to all

The 1ssue of the reburiad of
lmzin remains underscored by
the Sinck Farm epitode is o
(lifferent calegory of dconcern.
Many Notive Americans deplore
any disturhbance of the grave

sites of anclent Americans,
demanding that archacologists
“respect our dead ™ This resc-
thon shoald not be surprisinge:
The remadns of hiindreds of
thoasands of North Amencan
Inctians and thetr distant ances-
tors He in museaoms around the
nathon, Until recently many
larwes e rtinent Lo the exhump-
tion of human bones spplied
only to whites

Atrchacologists counter with
their own need to study human
remaine in order to reconstroct
nncient diet ond patterns of dis-
ease. Fortunately, important
comprmizes are baing neachod

In May 1086 the executive
committee of the Society for
American Archaeology— the
principal professional organ-
tenticn for antheopolosdcal
nreluseslogizis — recognized
"hoth scientific and traditional
interest an human remains,” and |
thint "human skeletnl moaterinls
madet ot Al tirvees e tredsted wath
dignity and respoct.”

Meanwhile, imrediate proac
tical solutions on the use, the
treatiivent, atkd, indesd, the verns
owiership of the past are eli
sive. Anluyuibe= laws are vagie
and comilicting: enforcemeni s
cortly and tme-consuming
New and effective lemslation
against lootine is difBowlt to
enbet, with the “rmshl 1o collect™
ns the point of contontion,

The best answer would seem
to Hhe i puehlic educatbon, o thie
people can Know of our rich col-
lective past and the threats to
it Decisions amd COMEPrOmSEs
allectinge both the pasdt and the
rights and concerns of all parties
might then be ensier to effect.
This may 1ake more tme than
we have. The tangible roots of
o puest may soan vanish and
Juin the shameful roster of all
e we have destroved on enrth.
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TRAP-JAW ANTS:




Set for Prey

Death comes quickly for
victims of the trap-jaw
ant, one of nature’s most
remarkable predators.
A sudden, prercing blow
from giant mandibles
often signals the end of
battle. In the Costa Rican
rain forest an Acanthog-
nathus ant only a tenth of
an inch long defends her
nest against a pseudo-
scorpion. Probing with
her antennae, the ant
stabs at the enemyv with
her oversize jaws, driving
it from a hollow twig

Had the intruder been
a springtail, the trap-jaw
ant’s only prey, it would
have been killed for
hungry nest mates, An
ant larva wraps around
just such a feast, Acan-
thopnalhus ranks among
the most unusual of sév-
eral hundred species of
trap-jaw ants.

ARTICLE AND
PHOTOGRAPHS BY

MARK W. MOFFETTI
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v, Returming Lo the nest (righl
the worker ant carmies her
high off the ground, ensuring
| LNé STl e
it e i ! |




g isE B0 5l D RoH

ATCHING-a cOlany move
Lo & Bew nesl one day, |
Saw . nn ant |_']'I|'_.l|'_|_=.F,' ol [
use her lethal jaws. Sur-
prised by a larger Leptosenyy
ant, part of a looming column of
nggressive foragers, the trap
jaw worker quickly dropped the
larvi in her care aned smeared
droplets of venom across the
enemy s face. The dark ant re
coiled (below) and tried franti-
cally to clean herself. The
worker escaped with the larva
The same jaws that can pierce
the chitinous armor of most
enemes can also gently eradle

soft-skinned ant young like thas

pupa {top nght), Translucent
“arms” will become mandibles
Most ants have simple mandi-
bles with limited mobility
(diagram, left). Those of
Acanthopnathus, complete with
trigerer hairs and teeth, are able

to snap together from roughly

150 degrees apart, They can niso
De swung back even wider to re-
veal smaller outerowths similar
to the jaws of most other ants
With these a trap-jiaw worker
can [l asmall larva (middle
rnght) or an egg. When doing so,

the long jaws flail u=elesaly,

For Acgnthopuathiis the short
nws also make guick work of

vabional Geopraphee, March V80




chewing springtails (bottom
right) 2o they can be licked
lean of body juices, a tagk al
ants must perform since they
can swallow anly liguieds. The
ant on the right, having snared
pspringtnil, presents it L
another anl

Feeding 15 much harder [or
M vrmoteralr, another trap-jaw
ant 1've studeedd, This ant, lack
ms short jaws, must walk hack
_'-.'I: |_1||_1-|'.-1_i| to (e food with ker
long jaws, then move Iorward to
1l Il |- aparn Lo bear, and up
again. The doal aws of Acon-
thpenathus cut through such
complications

;ﬁ
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RAP-JAW ANTS hodd no intermediate-size medins, forape reminded why, There i amplic-
mOnapoly. on elaborate for prey high in the jungle ity bethind their n|1'-]-|| ¢ dlesten
WMDY ”'u.:l ||'.l AT CANHIY, '.|I|'i.‘ AR |u-'.'.|'rr-|| ||'r Tﬁ'll |-.|||"-11Ir:"-'- |i'.'1' i '.'.'|:.!|I (2% h-
cliedr to a forager (nbovae) miuscies housed in lobes at th ant carries, unakded, to the nest
when she happened upon o tel back of their heads airce their prey leaps at any dis-

mite soldier defending a column | hawve long admired trop-jaw turbance, they need a wespon

of tis nest mates. Besides ants. Studving the fragile thiat also serves us forkhift. The
hooked (aws, the soldier =ports o nest of Acanthornaliue, 1 was answer: isel of trap jaws 0
nozzle 1L can use to shoot down

enemies with g gloey strenm
II|.|"|'|||I'|:'.r ATES OMTEREE TVLA rul'I-iq-_-'
have evolved independently in
numerous species. Many of
Lheel pre trap-aw ants belong-
ing to o group called the duace
Hnes, We know Acanthognit s
ants onlv Irmom Latin America,
biuil less driematic dacetinés
mhahit climnates as tar north as
pvew Ponetand. One of my Tavar
bt Facelon armagerieny, neds
mn the trees of South America
1 he workers of this apecies £x
kit polymorplusm, specialized
physical castes. In a Venezuelan
nest (rieht) a tiny, hirood
tending minor rides piggvback
on o major pearly half an imch
wnE. The mmors, nlonge with

National Creagruphioc, Marech 1984
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PRESIDENT
‘What would vou trade for
arn Octi !h{ A ,’{_Jj_ !l

EOFPLE HAVE ALWAYS Tound it daifbeuli
with NATIONAL GEOGRAPHICS, Uonsicler Ly

Lew Beglev of Mesquite, Texas. Simce he be

Loy [aird

pan saving the magazine tn 1951, the retired
physician—who has copies stored n every room al
his house and three other bullidings—has
SRR
Dir. Beg

stopped by Society

ol lecied

allectors w I'Lll

&Y WasS among a group of
hieaid-
Alzn

Fowin O

quarters  recenth
present was D
Buxbaum of Wilmington,
Dielaware, whose Colloctor’s
Ciitde (o Phe

|__r:-'11f:-.i.' T

yibromal Geo-
Morazime 1= 1 118
third editton. A fnend to
hoth myv father-and eranda-
ther, Dr. Buxhbaum 12 known
as the degn of GEOGRAPHI
|'|l||l.'|1l.|r.-

These  individuals are
among hundreds of colled
tors who share a passion fof
our magazine, Belonging o
no assocmbion or formal net.
work, thev trade news an the
whereabouts of rare 1ssues
such ns e flag number of
Cictober 1917,

cobif dras I[:||.-;:-llf'||lr_' WiOrLL s

with its 1,169

Nags, or the MUshroon 1Ssue

of May 1920, tréasured by
bolanists lor 2 detalled
paintings of fung

[he rarer an issue, of LLECTT® NURTH KA

more - valuabie
the hardest to find are those before 1910, Collectors
almost never see these at auctions or estate sales
Upon Contacts w ith rare-book dealers. Nao
satisfed until he has

collrse, the

Uhev rely
serious collector is origimel
copies of every (ssue since 1858

Many do not stop there
bk < Ma=, newd and school bullétins
nnd advertising brochures
bership certificates, postcnrds
dues. One collector has an invit
pitenic held on May 4, 189

They seek out Sociely

Cralendars.

ey search for mem-
, receipts from paid

||'|I||'I II' ||. 5T -|'|-\.'

Mol a week goes by when [ don't fimd somethinge

['ve never heard of before,” Dr. Buxbaym saud
“And I've been collecting since 1930,

Every collector has his favontes. For Dy, Michael
N, Rubenstein of Charfottesvalle, Virgmmn, it s an
Explorer [I bookmark signed by the two
aviators who tock the balloon to
The bookmark, offered free

\rms
A record heght

I-II 1 i-- II- r.l

tan 1935
(O SOty membiers i 1936
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A well-preserved
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Number COne
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lived il

clearly un
~ister Ritn

=gmeons who
flerstands this |
Schodzinski of Our L

' wa i ady of
the Pillar Elementary School
m St Lours, Missoury, Operating on-a shoestring

budget, the 75-vear-oid ltbhranan had recently come

completing & sel of
= hack to 1947. Hearing of hi
her the mizsing issues from New
Sister Rita savs, will be o

of research for student=s in her school lor

wrthin six  ssues of (s Eis-
+EAPHI
shipchenl © aunt 2<e2nl

Yurk.
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Mission to Mars

The U. 5, needs the challenge of a Mars mission
(Mvovember |988) to refocus nationa] interest is
the Apollo missions and space shuttle program
have donge. The soviets have left us far behind in
space-station and heavy-lift technology by hav-
ing a focused program with clearly defined goals,
Tsugpest weestablish a Nationnl Space Explorn-
tion Fund to provide stable financial support, by
having Americans check a separate line on their
incomie tax forms for contributions going directhy
to NASA.

Mawrtin L, Howanrn, Jr

frmo, Sonuth Careling

Why do we have to wait untal Inte mm the century
for a long-dreamed-of camaradene between us
and our Soviet space allies? Why not put together
A program now to test such compatibilities in our
own shuttle program.

THoMAS (. Fox

Wonder Lake, [linois

1 call the expenditure of at least 108 ballion dollars
Ler let four people stroll around an Mars criminal.
Wouldn't it show more decency to spend the
funds 1o save our dying planet, rather than on
searching for questionable proofs of life on anun-
inhabitable and dead planet?

ALBERT M. KLEIN

Amaterdam, Netherlands

If the scientific community néeds something to
do-with its ttme, redirect 1t into finding & new en-
ergy aource, creating better mass-transportation
systems, and solving the housing problem right
here on earth.

RicHARD L. McPHERSON
Hazelhursl, Wisconsin

Poor Jonathan Swift must be spinning in his
grave., "Mission to Mars” has put Gulliver’s
Travily in the shade. Michael Collins’s statement
ahout the technologically risky attempt to recyele
solicd waste recalls Gulliver's travels to the Acad-
emy of Lagado, where he met a project leader
deepin solving that very problem. The academy
was imhabited by visionaries absored in proj-
ecls 1hat had a total disregard for reality. Among
the departures from reality in the Mars article
were the colonizing of n planet far mare hostile
than our own Ellesmere Istand, Tierradel Fue-
zo, or the Gobl desert, places that are not now

besieged by colonists, and the relieving of bore-
dom of the space travelers by transmitting earth-
generated television programs

RoBERT 5. HALEY

LCarson City, Nevada

I am puzzled by the reference to the long-term
paychological effects of isolation and sensory de-
privation that a Mars mission would entail. Hav-
ing served aboard Navy nuclear submarines
performing deterrent patrols, 1 know full well
these effectz. So does the Navy. Many times |
woild have willingly traded the relative comfort
and spacious area of a fleet ballistic sub for a
Mars probe; it would certamly have windows,
giving i sense of travel as one watched the stollar
backgrownd day by day,

M. C. MILLER

Clinton, Towa

Bov, are we an impatient rce. Instead of toing
to-dlo this spectacular Mars mission, it would be
better to do the foundation-building missions,
s1ich as the lunar outpost, first.

DovGLAs Max

Issaguak, Waskgton

Collins speculates that “some wastes [would | go
overboard, to myvstify imergalactic travelers .
centuries later.” 1 found the garbage shown in
the Himalaya article appalling, not mystifying.
A centiiry ago Mount Everest must have seemed
as expansive and unconguerable as Mars seems
todny. Apparently, however, we will take no
MOre care in preserving the purity of outer space
than we did with our highest mountain,

Avmsow Warrs

Santa Monico, California

The Himalava
Congrotulations on vour impressive November
1ssue embracing Everest and its satellites, tn par-
ticular the superlative mountain photography
epitomized on page 621, Some mention should
have been made, however; of the magnificent
Kanchenjunga massif clearly seen in the back-
ground some 80 miles away, the world's third
highest peak.

NEVILLE KELLER

St Anner on Sen, Lancashire

In vour fine articles on the Himalava, 1 lost count

of how many times vou complain about the terri-
ble results of deforestation. But nowhere do vou
sugeest 3 sofution. How about a surcharege on all
those trekkers to start a reforestation program,
TR STEPANIARK
Dover, Delatware

There are good reasons to promote reforestation,
but I regret the false implications on page 633

Promoting retention of virgin forests seems
inappropriate for resource-poor areas. Better

National Geographic, March 1050



Hit Us With
our Best Shot.

Enter the Mazda Photo Contest, where winning photos each earn USS3,000.

(o an. we can take it. What's mare, we can give a8 good a8 we receive

15543 00 mwaits the 15 first-prize winners of this year's Mands Photo Contest, together with publication of their
photos in Mazda's 1990 Calendar. Forty-five seonnd-prize winners will also recense LISS500,

To enter, just read the rules st bottom, und send us o photo of vou and your loved ones Having Fun With Mazda
Cars And Trucks” And make it 5 good one. Because if we're knocked out by your phato. you ta ke home: Lhe prize,
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erosion-control methods are oftéen available.
Urasses and land shaping are maore effective.
One example: A good grasscovered dam can
withstand two-foot-deep water running over it
for hours without ercsion, but one with trees or
lirush on the slope will fail quickly becnuse of ero-
sion. Grasses develop good soils and are, in gen-
eral, more efficient plants than trees.

T ScHOOF

Wichita, Kansos

Mallory and Irvine were on the same rope on
Everest's Northeast Ridge in 1924, Reinhold
Mesener in 1980 made the top by the North
Ridge, solo, without oxyvgen or radio. He stands,
for all climbers, as the star of the Everest epic.
E. M RicHAnDSON
Rail Rooad Flat, California

The throwing away of human lives on ascents
that have been done dozens of times is now
absolutely unconscionable. And this word is
stretched further when other lives are placed nt
risk in rescue efforts, Yet the GEOGRAPHIC goes
on encouraging these macho exercises.

R. E. JousnsTon

Seattie, Washington

Brahmaputra River
Thank you for the Novemberarticle on the Bruh-
maputra. Unfortunately you do not comment on
the impuct of Christinnity along the north bank
of the river in Assam during recent decades.
Your reference to “Terpur, a cléan and pretty
towm on the north bank™ could have been fleshed
aut by reference tothe remarkahble conversion to
Christianity of thousands of people in the sur-
rounding areas, The Baptist hospital in Tezpur is
acclaimed as one of the beést in Assam.

RoxaLn YoUNGELOOD

Hethel Theological Semingry

San [Mega, Califoria

Jere Van Divk mentions that China is considering
a drm at the Great Bend of the Brahmaputra
River that would be the world's largest hydro-
electric plant. Here indeed is a firsti-class poo-
graphic wonder of the world—an  untapped
hydroclectric site that could power the needs of
Tibet, a quarter of India, the whole of Bangla-
desh, Nepal, and Bhutan, In the nearly $0-mile
course of the Great Bend, the river drops some
5,100 feet. Atthe lowerend, the bend reverses di-
rection. Power-conduit water tunnels dreilled
through the great ridge could supply 15 power-
houses, each the size of Grand Coulee's original
installations; orabout 30,000 megawatts toral.
[Dams at, above, and below the bend could pro-
vide additional power nnd flood control, allevi-
ating catastrophic floods in Bangladesh. The
area 1s contested by China and Indin: T wish the
Warld Court, World Bank. and UN ¢ould help

make a boundary settlement, enabling the proj-
et o proceed with worldwide financing; the alu-
minum corporations should be willing to provide
much construction money

CArL R Diox

Federal Way, Wasitingion

I and probably 100,000 more American Gls
served in or passed through Assam in World War
I Tt was the advanced supply base and staging
area for operations in Burma and the airlift of
supplies over the Hump to China. Kazirangs
National Park area was then known as Mr.
Smith's Tea Plantation or Bungalow. A few Gls
were able to see the rhinoceroses from the back of
his elephants. Also %0 miles downriver from
Crauhiati [Guwahati] wos the Jongest underwater
pipeline crossing then in the world.

BENNETH U, ANDERSON

Norman, Oklahoma

Honey Hunters of Nepal

In past issues | have learned how uneducated
peaples have persisted in practices that give sur-
vival today but ruin chances of future génera-
tions. This scenario is painfully apparent in the
November article about the honey hunters de-
stroving the brood comb for wax. No wander the
harvest has dropped. As a beekeeper, I know
that a colony of well-tended bees can yield 50 to
100 pounds of surplus honey a year. Whether or
not Apis lahoriosa can be domesticated 1 don't
know, bat these people are in desperate need of
education and suppliesimoviabile frame hives) for
beekeeping adapted to their situation.

(GERALD SACKETT

Biuickingham, Virginia

Scientisls studving Apis laboriosa sav that loss
of forest habitat is more to blame for the bees'
decline than a frte hunters taking their combs,
These wild beey are nol cavity dwellers, hence
el mot be domesticated o use man-made hives.

The lack of a successor to Mani Lal réeminded me
of the Gagudju elder, Kaping, who died before
teaching his unique heritage to & younger genera-
ton, as described in " The First Australinns”
(February 1088), If not for articles about such
people, could we urbanized North Americans
perceive the plight of the world’s cultures that
are losing ground to technology's advances?

Mauk HyaTiug

Lemoyne, {uebec
Letters shovld be addreszed to Members Forum,
Natvonal Ceographic Magazine, Box 37443,
Washington, D. C. 20013, and should include
sender’s address and telephone number, Not all
tetters can be used. Those that ave will often be
cdtbed and excerfted

National Geographic, March 193¢
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A Plan to Preserve
Madagascar’'s Ecology

v Admnn Jolly s errtle oo Modhgas-
CHr N ATIOAAL Feb
ruary 1987) made clear, the huge
nabion off Afrion s southess
onpst Teces an ecposcnl oress of Lthe
1Sl TL,'_FT'ITL._'lL' A |-.||.|!||.'-i-'l- (AL L] b

Ly & W

'-..,:'!l!

TERAE M ||;1||| M l||',ler|.'|!.||:!||||'|'-r I T C
and badly threatened environment. A
lomig-term ploan o presenee The éfyvinon
e "-.I'III'_ |'|'.I|1'I'-||:"!T' CLCRFIOITL L S48
il hoes Been drafted by a unscertiurm
linking the natkeEn s govermment Endl
jmtermatiomil Consery i ihn
NTRIBE: .|||-.|-_'||,'l...'l-.||_l':|| it ageneios

Lierder the plan Madagasoar secks 1o
proviect and manage s diverse anmil
and plant hife while educating all levels
f socikety about the environment's
Hipfeaighbilas mEoTmiadion
wiritld be pathered i order 10
uad protect wildlife preserves, devise
land-use practices that preserve rather
nan destroy  the  eoviroramot, dbd
promite tounsm thatl 15 |_|.'|---__-|-':-:"-.
respronsible

Francois Falloux ol the Workd Hank
—which & [cpding the ellort with thi
World Wildife Fund, the LV, 5 Agen-
_ Internntional Developmen
Limiled Matwons agencies, and othets —
saEyp the plan envmons a 1 5-to-20-year
el R |__...||||g el seyeEn W i .ll!l',_:_'.;'-
I that scoms high, says
that deforestalbon
and emsmon (nbove rehl )l wiosald

i _|l|l.|||.'|1

Lip-tc-date

g el TR F

ey [ol

lion dollnes
Falloux, consikder
e
the matcsn (or more. The loss of the ne-
ton’s wnigqee animal hife wonld exceed

Y IRCPOETETY VRl .

A New Portrait
of Olmec Life . . .

rchactlogists nre getbing theldr Firs
=iErviny hils

lisok @t 1he . ol 1
.lli OV b pre-Mova

people

whise culture thrived befween
ined S0 s, i the low
Crinlf coast of Mexion

Most studies of the C(MHmeac have
[icused on thie monumental hesds mnd
pgovered on g
e of expeditions lnte 1930
ind carly 'sils spomsomed by Lhe
mationul Geographic Society and the
smuthsomnn Insntution,. Scholars be-
heved such CHmeo sies 25 Lo Vonto. m
the state of Tabescn, were merely core
meominl centers, with inhabitants Trvong
soimie istinde away in the uplands
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anils sl g 15T
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Bol resiearch ot La Venta by Willian
F. Rust, a University of Pennsyvom
I'.r.JL'jII.Il-..' sincdent, turmed LI CCTIEITTIRY
i b=l 1, ool Tefuss Bl sl
the remm

ers warkshops, tndienting thad msim

yTEs

ol hooses and stoncwork

0 el

HeWd, many more probably fived im sur-
rounding v .I;'u'.':l:".'" whiose Temams wers
found by Bust ploie an abandoned ns
er course from the same Time perogd

O R

cernle e i T

when the environment was unitke (o
lay™s swamp, “The whole picture of
the community i different,” savs Rust
“It was a wrwn wilh a commples popula
bhoanr . mebd. around i1, aseres of villages
we never Enew swiere 1heTe

: v "'. : T g
: .. et
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.« » And Early Dwellings
in the Andean Highlands

imwhile. other archacologists
have foundthe first evidende ol
cwelbirdrs i oan apoh-air A
v et ands site Broen o ime ealled i
'ﬁ.:-.l'l...ln. kgl wihdch onded 4 (KK
YVEATE D
" The discovery by Northwestern Ui
versidy s Mark Aldenderier challenges
the theory that residenis ol the Andean
highlands lived anly m cives and rock
helters Alden
Ierfet Jivaitl m owell as
floors, hearths, and rolose puts 10 an
el  Woocatiod o %=l ||||‘|:!!I I'-'|||
clledd Asani bevation of mon
than 11 20 {eet, He belivves the dwell-
i BEE i TARNY

which dote from 6

II.I ne 'I|I|| |.I|'II|||I

sisne todls

FURE™S
VEATS BEL,

s prrty frs a seoe i th e o tienae durhng ok

e by wete oussurbed Yo
mowembher-to-Apnl wel scason

the dwelhings
sppirprcsls fhal 1 Wi
i Th .'.|'|'.'I| bt Y AN venrs oE
WER EPSECE SERTERN 5 M) v S WOLY. 4
dericT  sovs
hunted and collected wild plants. Later

|

Hesabes other evs
wnos Tirst
anid

Wden
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ihe ety imtuataianie

resadeits iended alpacas amd [lamas
Aldeaderier niso loomnd o e fed]

ingudar struciire wilh althr-bhe flones

coverod with ovals and Gircles, bhailt
{ B0 veurs apo Heo belidves i s (e
cnritcsl example of ceremo i

A nacdew

leciure ever fogned i the
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Return of the Native:
Deer Go Home to China

pemton between Ulunese aofh-

cials nad WesTern conseErvalion

ity has resulted in the ectom ol a
spocies of desr native o Ui - Dot
extingt there [or nearly b century,

Hords of Pere David's deer (1Geo-
GEAFHIC, Chctober 1982 ), alw Known as
mit-du, huve been placed in two d ‘hanese
reserves. In one. near Shoanghai, o
hreeding. herd estahlished with the
swsistance of the World Wildhife Fund
has grown from W to SO0 animals. Sorth
af Beijing, another heed (right] has
pralifersied fromy 20 o 55 anmmalks. Tis
dock came from the deer’s lonatime
sanctuary n England, Eventually the
Chinese hope (o introduece the animals
ey new habitats throoughost therr
COUMmATY
mamed for a BEuropean mtnsionary

who was the first Westorner to describe
them, Péro David's deer nearly disap-
peared when the last Cleness ammals
were shaughtered for food during the
Boxer Rebellion i 1900, Bm a fow
specimend had been shipped 10 Egro:
pean oo, and the soos sold them o
the 11th DPuke of Bedford, who kept
them cm a 740 acre park st Waburn
Abbey, his vast estate. From that carly
pord af 18 deer has growss & workdwhde
population of more than ] S0

Flying in the Wake
of Lindbergh’s Tour

H Aoy 2L 1927, barely ted mdvsihs
giter s hestorie salo Hight acmss
the Atlamtic, Charies A. Lind-
bargh saf off from Mew York's Mitchel
Fickd on a fhng tour of the Lnited
Siales o promole commercial avia-
ton. Punng the sext 95 dayve Lind
bergh flew Spier af e Loy 22,330

miles, making af lohst one stop in cach
il the 4h stutes and receiving 5 hero's
welcome evervwhere he landed (Goo-
Grard, Jundary 1925)

This July Capt, John T, Roce, chief
pilat o Project Orbds, 4 ying eve hos-
pital serving the Third Waordd, plams 1o
duphcate Lindbergh's tivar in his 1594)
ppen-cockt Waco biplang ., capable od
speeds up to 1S myles an hour, He-
chuse of the growth i aviabon since
Lindbergh's rime and becaese his craf
lacks sophisticated navigational gear
Rave will skirnt major-aimports and land
*reasommbly nenr” the ates Lindbergh
viseled, s wssenl altitvide will o [ower
phady 5 AN feed

Hace, & prolessionml pHod for 43
veary. calls Lindbergh “one of my
heroes,” and says the np will be “mry
last fTing. at vouth,”™ us well 4s an at-
empd 10 attract attention and support
foar the Oy PEOECt

Lindbergh’™s trnip was supporicd by

B Saabis e
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the povernment and ' private Binds;
thivugh Race wonldn™t mind & sponsor,
he o seibme ot on his owmn, Whers, fog
saample, will he sleep? “Sometimes
'l go 1o an inexponsive motel, some
places I'H impose on the hospitality of
friends. and the rest of the tme 11 sty
iy miy tleeping bag under the wing,”

Singing Along
with Geography

¢ all know “Californin, Hore |
W Come,  but can you hum “Cal-
sfornia s it [77 “My Wild Inish
Rose ™ was popular, as was “Christmas
im Rillarmey,” bt how aboat =Ny Wild
Irish Rose of Killarmey ™"

When the Library of Congresa decud-
ed W rummage throdugh it oollection
of shoet muse for a small exhibac of
popolar songs with geographic oames
in therr ntles, o found plenty of
material 1o chooke from. Songs with
placc-names "are emimently marke:-
able bnd they can mive wing to the
imagitathon: 1o sights, sounds, smills,
recollections, and unspoken adven
fures thal can be poweriully moving,
g exiabl sand

The carhiest song on didplsy was
"Rose of Loceme, or the Swiss Tow
Cidri,” which dates frome [E26. Moai
recent was 1961 “The Road 1o Hong
Kong.” from the Bipg CrosbyHob
Hope "Ropd ™ film sences

Some were topecal sonps such as
World War 1's “Somoewhere in the Val
ey of the Mame.” Other-songs cole-
hrated magor events (" The Burming of
Home™) or persotial history (“Abyvs

i, Where My Forefathers DHed™)
BRuot oathers - . . well, who can -
cosunt for “The Dusmal Swamp Quar-

tette”? And, do yvou happen 1o Enow
Lt lvries [o the entchy “You Cap
hiwavs Tell a Jafia by s huwe ™)




NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE: GEOGRAPHICA

Memorable Reunion
for Bomber’'s Crew

 heo velerams of World Wor s
Ew Lird Bomb Giroun eothe red o
I TEEERIOEE 1 |I_|'.' l:- L ATV ||-..'
Ltpber, mine of them reminisced
ibhoiiat the B- 1 TF 10 whidch they' Qew. Al
werved al e time or anodher on Blacd
lack (Aghi ). shown bere thoa wartime
phaEriph
Higrd Jock wentl down in o viokend
storm off & MNsow (ines baach aftor o
Bsprmbnng run n July 1943, 1The entire
crew sirvived. That wis the last tme
yone waw Black Jaek wntd Dasvid
Doubilet’s photograph of it appeared |
el L Avpral 158 ChhodaadEidl
Col, Harey AL Staley of Batave
mew York. who had piloted the plam
O CHINET THSSIOMmE, S8 OnE OrTmey
riew itkie (ol him that when be opened

TNk |||||_'.--||'|. |-'.'.l. Lk i LA

hitle Babw of 43 vears g ik

rark wis ke & persw that seved our

livies, o juston meplione, ™ Staley shid e LT

Museum Highlights Earliest Vertebrate. the ancieat fish, which averages more
South American Cultures | 470 Million Years Old s ARy

Cragmier, who déscmibes the disooy-
. _ _ oy i the sprimg issue of Mutiomal Geo-
e T ;-.--|'I-.- il Mok Amorn nbisE hpve [ownd 1he fossihzed :
| | I | _'||I".|..- Moewrarrd, WSvs sceninsts add
AL s i present, ane featurod FEENZLINS &k) BN o T R R s ; q ;
' L : ircady fouwmd bone-hike fromrments dnat-
I e permanen] exitution Gall commpele vertehrite vel knoam o o

b Ham betsesen < /0 and SN mithon

I Mew York's Amercan Moseem of ikl Frsh thot swam e D shores aits ned. bul nope were definitel
| Matural Hestory, The Hall of South of nsca some 470 million ye e |.I.III:"|.-.!..- (e (o ...|||""I.1'..-.
vmenican Pepples wall contim somi Gabnels Rodrign de Walker of Bo ;
| 2,30 phpects depiching the hives ard wia's Mebonal Museom of MNatura

cultores of native South Amercans Hi I.||' il (ool mvslersous [ossils rII':-"ﬂ-"" ”rrrﬂﬂdﬁrllhrvatfn
Amomg them are a-cotfon cloth mantlk on the site ar Sacabamba i the Rio | Ajnstralin®s Animal Life

oot Pegu's Paricas culture. which | Challagusin 1985, Based on her discos |
thrivied Trom [N o 100 b.c., a maold ery, & French team led by Plerre-T ves Y he best lmd plams of woads and
made gokd Aeiunne from Colombia Cingmier woent (o the mrean the next vt Ay In Junc | Australia
Mitss peopie (A 0. 6 15330, amla Wi foum] severn] mare spedimen ! iLERr ndusiey enporied 1O can
ipek Ormuimenl mode from baird Bong when they returned o 1985, with the toaiids froam Hawmi in the bope thaet they
vy BEenschor s Tivigo Indinns sipgeort of the MNatonal Creograpt would kil cane beetles threatoning the
wioel of the dems oo display wern socioty, 1hey collected the best upne cron. The toad, described by one
cliedtiedd durnng misseum expediticns worved and mosi complete specimens | wnier s “nelv even by toad stan
MO SOUEN Anrenic o O Likle P9 con (M Earny  vericimalcs, ammas Wil | dards " did not have much suceess, ot
tury and 1 the déecnde boetwee R RLF st K SRR EVET 190, STIEMHSLS Fi sy vin mierest, m satme cane beetles
il EY rave almost X oo Nplete skeletons ol But it made staell ot home . T noaw exists

et el of Clucensland and s spresd
g intis New South Wales and th
Orthemm  fermtory. A siigle [emile
has been known to lay as iy s
S LK) gggy @81 o clutch, and [omales
may iy cpos twioe o vear. Anstralmos
(FRTINR! £IE] vilatiesn has reached the il

e — and s growing

Lnd the cane toad, which cin grow
LEA l"-:-_"ll-" Thiarg Linsmn 'I-;?!'If!-.":l."- |
FETT g b 1 [ cnis Baby «p 1Kes  mFd
trogs, snd when other anrmals try to cat
. 1l secretes o pomsin that con kKill an
TIAETT I3 [OTEE o5 0 e I | > mnites
Even humans can de from ingesting
i1 I-.. RETEL

Heolomsts Bave sugpested mtroduc-
i & pearastbe or disease (o contial the

wosts, Hat an'f that whore wo, nnd Ehi

-I-I. 'r'llll-. .-Il.:l-l'ill




One tree can make
3,000,000 matches.

One match can burn
3,000,000 trees.

OME of the most memorable geographic
places, with distinctive landscapes, lan-
guitges, and people, never existed: J.R.R.

Tolkien's Middle-earth, lonathan Swift's imagi-
nary lands through which Gulliver traveled, Sir

Thomas More's Utopia, and William Faulkner's
Yoknapatowphs County;

»uch landscapes, of course, have their models
in the real earth. There is little question that
Oxford, Mississippi, will live as long as world
literature, because it provided Faulkner with his
lkndscapes and models and human personalities
from which he could draw truths about human
nature everywhere

Our challenge in dealing with subjects of this
sort is to bring vet another art form to bear upon
them. In this case, it was to capture Mississippi as
Faulkner saw it —to present the writer's and pho-
tographer’s insights about Faulkner's insight
about Mississippi. Willie Maorris and Bill Allard
have done so superhly, and they let us see things
about both Faulkner and his Mississippi that we
would not have otherwise seen.

Ironically, Faulkner's finest moment asa
writer came not in one of his works of fiction buot
in the real world, when he received the Nobel
Prize in Literature and gave one of the great
atffdresses of our time:

“1 fee] that this award was not made to me gs n
man, he sad, " but to my work—a life's work in
the agony and sweat of the human spirit, not for
glory anid leas<t of all for profit, but to create out
of the materials of the human spirit something
which did not exist before.”

Thiz wnsin 1950, when the threat of nuclear
destruction loomed 1n men’s minds and pessi-
mism wis rampant. Many believed that man's
end might be near, but Faulkner sounded a dif-
ferent note; "1 decline to accept the end of
MAn. I refuse to accept this. I' believe that
maan will not merely endure: he will prevail
hecause he has a soul

We think we know something of Faulkner's
own soul through Morrs's words and Allard =
photographs. It is the geography of Mississippi,
but also the internal life of a remarkable writer

Aosses Nodlg s
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| hick-billed Parrot Genus: Rhynchopsitta  Species: pachyrhyncha : 1
Adult skee: Length, 38cm Adult weight: 3505  Habltat: Mountain pine forests of Mesico :
Surviving number: Unkniown Photographed by Fulvio Eccardi § rame e ||

Wlldllfe as Canon sees it

:"i"'-'-"!'| hill, the thick-lled parrot can duced m the Chincahua Mountain
y Open pine cones, .l--!:l...| v tood source; to To save endanpered spe i;-- it s vital t
r e edible seed nside. The mountan tect therr habitats: Understanding the fragil
2 (f It $re 1his ridre b s fond balan ' : ' s Lhe pron
lter, are rapidly being lost to logeing. I s for the futy ,
addition, parmot numbers are dwindling due to thy therr unieui ey 4 | people, can help
demand for colo Tl exolic pets, which encourag ITeEali MEss i Ll il
poaching. Because of these factors, the thick-billed [ the thick-bnHed parrot and how 1t ves withn
PIECAIICR I'l'l-.i-' B ut gkl ] it
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On Assignment

Lt A RE YOU RELIGIDUSE Ty
Chinese interpreter teased
me, after my flest balloon

flight over southern Ching. 1.
Diong was Hstening to the tape |
nad taken aloft that morning to
record my impressions. Most ol
the words on the tape were the
pilot’s. 1 had contributed noth
g butl a stammier, repeated
over and over again: “Oh my
Crtad ol my Lo

We had lifted off from Ruipn
in Jiangxi Provin
walted over the ponds and pad
dies skirting the city, Ching's
inch-bs=inch strugele for

= wp

f o]
and fiber began to unfold be
neath us. Later flights in fixed
wing nircraft ond helicopters
ranged from the Land of Rice
and Fish, tn southern Ching,
peross mountains transfigured
IRt man-made sculptures by
lerracing., b the (eseris At

GREES Of L Nina s 1ar wesl

As the

ropography changed, 50 did the
crops: Rice gave way to wheat
and barley in o seamless tapes-
iy of human triumph ovet
nature. T hreads of defeat, how
EVEr, Were woven m along the
waty, where grishes and gullies

r B ]
i the fertile less platean told

MOV -|_'-':| lossos

Mevier belore had the authon
ties of the People’s Repubilic of
China approved the free flight
of o balloon far aerial photogra-
phy. The images obtained were

o illustrate a book that retraced
the Long March of the Red

Arms?
nese with the nerial views that

=0 plensed were the Chi-

n more imbitious plan was
spawned—to photograph the
entire country from the air. This
time miast of the arcralt ab oor
cisposal were military, such as
the Soviet-built Mi-2 (above).
piloted by U hinese crews.

When 1 first saw another

transport, the sovigt-designed
Antanov AN-7. which looks like
a huee crop duster, my heart fell
and mv voice rose. YT his plane
rust be 30 years ojd
“NG, o, MYy COMPANnIons

, older
Echoing the Chinese respect for
advanced age, their reply held
the promuse of heghtened rel

soothed me, " more

abihty. In the open doorway of
the plane my hosts had tied a
kindergarten chair to hold ms
Inrge frame. After o few flights
in a cramped fetal position, 1
solictted something more adult
When | armved for the nexi
[light, mv wish was granted
Meitly tied down in the door-
way was a large, plush, over-
stuffed club chair

LELRHG GERSTEX




	289C0277
	289C0278
	289C0279
	289C0282
	289C0283
	289C0284
	289C0285
	289C0286
	289C0287
	289C0288
	289C0289
	289C0290
	289C0291
	289C0292
	289C0293
	289C0294
	289C0295
	289C0296
	289C0297
	289C0298
	289C0299
	289C0300
	289C0301
	289C0302
	289C0303
	289C0304
	289C0305
	289C0306
	289C0307
	289C0308
	289C0309
	289C0310
	289C0311
	289C0312
	289C0313
	289C0314
	289C0315
	289C0316
	289C0317
	289C0318
	289C0319
	289C0320
	289C0321
	289C0322
	289C0323
	289C0324
	289C0325
	289C0326
	289C0327
	289C0328
	289C0329
	289C0330
	289C0331
	289C0332
	289C0333
	289C0334
	289C0335
	289C0336
	289C0337
	289C0338
	289C0339
	289C0340
	289C0341
	289C0342
	289C0343
	289C0344
	289C0345
	289C0346
	289C0347
	289C0348
	289C0349
	289C0350
	289C0351
	289C0352
	289C0353
	289C0354
	289C0355
	289C0356
	289C0357
	289C0358
	289C0359
	289C0360
	289C0361
	289C0362
	289C0363
	289C0364
	289C0365
	289C0366
	289C0367
	289C0368
	289C0369
	289C0370
	289C0371
	289C0372
	289C0373
	289C0374
	289C0375
	289C0376
	289C0377
	289C0378
	289C0379
	289C0380
	289C0381
	289C0382
	289C0383
	289C0384
	289C0385
	289C0386
	289C0387
	289C0388
	289C0389
	289C0390
	289C0391
	289C0392
	289C0393
	289C0394
	289C0395
	289C0396
	289C0397
	289C0398
	289C0399
	289C0400
	289CA02A
	289CA03A
	289CA04A
	289CA05A
	289CA06A
	289CA07A
	289CA08A
	289CA09A
	289CA10A
	289CB02Z
	289CC01A
	289CZ01Z

