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of the world, family traits show through. Both nations were foumded

by those rejected by Europe or who had rejected Europe. Prisoners
Portraits of the Land 157 the persecuted, and the disinherited olten led the way. The crowded
_ pOverty of the masses and the social and economic ;-.',HLE'-I'L'IH al class
Child ol Gondwana i /U distinctions in T'ILI!L'|'-L made both wilderness colonies seem it TN —
Australia at 200 18] thiere idealists could experiment with radical concepts ol egalitarian
democratic government, and hard work and intelligence were rewarded

I he Australians 212 Ward of fast forunes and a [ree life also drew the adventurous and

the unscrupulous o both lands, Rough, tough, and often lawless immigranis

Children of the First Fleet 233 | :
swept over the sparsels populated frontiers and thetr indigenous populations

L"'.'"t”‘"'!r'-*‘ L |1-.ngil1g Face 246 like tidal waves Those natives who survived found their cultures washed

' ; awav Maost have ver to accommodate 1o the new ways
Fhe First Australians 266 : :
Last yvear the United States celebrated the bicentennial of fis

Living in ITwo Worlds 29| Constitution. This vear Australia will remember the landing 200

vears aeo of that First Fleet of 11 ships carrying its human cargo
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of convicts. Still yvoung as nations go, both exhbit sumi
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With seldom a track that a man can trust, or @ mountain peak to

Red Centre

The
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Rust red sand underlies the heart of Australia, where the huge monoliths known as

the Olgas shoulder abov

¢ spinitex and grevillea. This old and worn continent has

a look like no other—ce

lebrated in this portfolio by poets and others, both the
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nitive born and brief sojourners 1o the land down under



= . Ka]'[garoo In this remote part of the earth Nature . . .
i = Island a monstrous animal, as tall as a grenadier, with
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Grray kangaroos grapple in the tall grass of Flinders Chase Mational Park on Kangaroo Island, South Austalia

seems determined to have a bit of play. . . . She makes
the head of a rabbit, a tail as big as a bed-post. .

SYDNEY SMITH, JOURNALIST, 1771-18




From foger-size to man-size, limestone pillars known as the Pinnacles

Thﬁ) In Australia alone is to be found the Grotesque,
Plﬂﬂﬂdﬁ'S learning how to write the subtle charm




prihe a barren plaan in Nambang NMatlomal Pack, Western Australia

the Weird, the strange scribblings of nature
of this fantastic land of monstrosities

MARLLS CLARKE, JOUURNMNALIST. [B4b-18H]
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And down the dim gorges I hear the creek falling
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the sedges  Touch with their beauty the banks and the
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Lytant pomio cod and myriad other Bishes swarn i for 2 handowt from skin divers

dreamlike fantasy of an undersea forest of seaweed or garden
population of tropical fishes, the coral-encrusted clams?

ELSPETH HUXLEY, AUTHOR. born 1907




| ' Th{i“ Nuna?’b()}" ['he shining plain that is said to be

Plﬂ.lﬂ and so clear and bright




Eucalypsius ard seai by stalk the Eucln Basin on the southern reaches of the Nullarbor Flads  sven s

The dried-up bed of an inland sea,  Where the air so dry
Refracts the sun with a wondrous light. .

A, B TBAN]O® PATERSON, POET, 1HO5-1941 160



Child of Gondwana

By JOSEFH JUDGE
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PRESSED IN STONE for time's
scraphook, a 260-million-year
old Glossopteris leaf (above)
from India’s Gondwana region
matches others found in South
America, Africa, Antarctica,
and Australia—one of several
fossil clues that a mother conti-
nent once embraced them all. A
sprig of 175-million-year-old
kauri pine (opposite) predates
the breakup of the super-
continent named Gondwana
Australia carried away flora
and faund that are now unigue
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ROSSING THE STONY, eternally flar, and baking heart of Aus-
tralta—day alter day of this strange othemess, these alien
lindscapes—one begins to lose memory ol our green
muther earth

Camped at Cordillo Downs one evening, we watched a huge bone
white moon rise in a sky so transparent we could read the mountains
and vast plains of our satellite —and it seemed not so different from
where we were

| have never forgotten that crvstal evening in the [ar outhack. It
made me understand only a mite more of the life of the frst men an
this sland continent, men whio did not see the land as strange oralien
but as a life-giving fellow creature that was their other self. They
never paused in their wandering relationship with it, going on con-
stant walkabout from root to rock o spring to str

They did not know what we now know—thar Ausiralia seems so
pncient and unearthly to modern man because the entire continent
has been on a planctary walkabout, moving on its present course lor
130 million years at a rate of several inches o year. For 65 million of
those vears it has been un isolated rafe, adeift like a copper shield un-
der the southern sun, where ancient fauno has flourished thar long
ngo died out elsewhere.

In Australia's worn terrain may be read the beginnings of life on
earth and the story of fragmentsof the planet long, long belore life be-
gan. In the west some of the oldest known rocks, more than 3.5 bil-
lion years old, lie exposed to the alwavs dry sky, Nearby rocks
contain crystals formed 4.3 billion years ago, part of earth's tirst cruss
as it cooled

Limestone traces of the earliest known living organisims, stroma-
tolitessome 3.9 billion vears old, are found inan inland reef ata place
in Western Australin wryly named North Pole. They lived when the
carth had a different atmosphere; in fact, they and their kind used so-
lar energy and chliorophyll to make sugar, In the process oxygen wis
released —in such quantities, over 50 long a time, that our atmo-
sphere was created, making possible our own alr-breathing life

Fossils are made as stone reploces bone and images are fixed in
rock, as though earth were keeping ascrapbook of pressed flowersas
would a Victorian lady. Not only flowers but also ferns and fish and
mosses and pinecones. A particularly pretty plant, named Glossop-
teris, grew in swamps on the earth of 260 million years ago. Its deli-
cately ribbed leaves were lance-shaped, like those of a modern laurel.

Peautiful red sandstone leaves were first found in India, in a region
named Gondwana, land of the Gonds, 2 Dravidian people. Charcoal
griy leaves and brown roots were found in a coal seam in Antarctica.
When the corpses of Robert Falcon Scot and his party were found a
the end of Scou's ill-fared second expedition, 35 poundsof rocks they
had collected from coal seams, holding fossils of ancient plant life,










\merica. The banksias, named tarve, shows the star-burst OO0 eucalypius species on th

for botanist [oseph Banks, wh [ S Oy the [lower I'II.I.'-' Fhi cemtinent, Commonly Bnowd s
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an tis vovage of discovery, date iy I Western Austraila, wher ringe from the Snowy Mountains
from 63 mililion vears 1 hY [hi it 15 thie state [lower, The Darwin o the outback

hewth-leaved banksia, seen from woolly butt is one of more than
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“THE CONTINENT that wenl
walhabout,” Australia— shown
in brown on the maps
(above) —was once joined fo
Antaretica, blue, as the castern-
maost part of Gondwana, which
broke wp into modern conti-
nents beginning 130 million
Yeuirs dgo, Australia started on
its separale way some 63 mil-
liom years ago. Moving north-
wird, the island continent was
oftert inundated by seas, was
erocled almost flet, and was an
ark of strange and wonderful
creatures
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were also recovered. The fossils were Glossopterts,
and they conmibuted evidence toward a theory thay
would soon be considered a crank idea—thiat conti-
nents, in lact, were on the move

Now we know, through fossils of plants and anlmals, that
millione of years ago Australia and southern New Guinea,
Antrotica, India, Africa_and South America were all assembled imo
one vast sotthern continint named for the place in India where the
swamp plants grew— Gondwana.

In time, the landmass began 1o fragment and the pieces, carried on
separate plates| began to move, like images painted on an expanding
balloon (maps, left),

During its walkabout, Australia was carrying a cargo of plants and
animals that had long lived in the superiand of Gondwianas but would
meet & néw fate. Most imporunt of these were the marsupials; mam-
mals that deliver theiryoung prematurely and nurtare them owside,
in o pouch, instead of inside, in.a womb,

USTRALIA is crawling with marsupials — kangaroos and koalas
and wombats butalso quokkas, potoroas, wallabies, bandi-
coots, numbats, pandemelons, various possums, tger
cats. The mmous Tasmanian devil, of ferocious reputa-
tion, continues to thrive in TasmiaEmnin
Hecause so fow marsupials exist elsewhere, the visitor to Australia
15 always surprised to discover that this mammalian form evolyed
mtoevery niche that other forms fill in other parts of the world. There

are, so to speak, lion and tiger marsupials, lamb snd sheep marsupi-

als, ree-climbing and ground-hugging marsupials.

Of the 16 lamilies of marsupials, 13, with 182 species, are found
anly on Australia's plate, the other three, representing 7O species, are
found only in Central and South America, with one cousin, the com-
maon ot Virginia opassum, branching into North Amenica. A few fos-
sils have been found in Europe, Antarctica, and Alrica. Nongin Asia
Scientists speculate that marsupials were happy citizens of eastern
Gondwana some 65 million years ago, and Australia carried them off
when it linally broke free of Antarctica

Alse on the Australian ark were crearures now found nowhere else,
the strange and wonderful monotremes, of which only three species
survive: the platypus and rwo echidnas, or spiny anteaters. Behold
the platypus, with a duck's bill, webbed feer, and a beaver's tail; it lays
egps like a turtle yet has hair like a bear and nurtures its young on
mathers milk, even as we do, When the first of these dsiounding
mammals (stlfed) was shipped to England in 1798, It was de-
nounced as a fraud, someone had obviously made it by stcking
together parts of different animals]

It s an ancient, still living form from thar period when mammals
diverged from reptiles,

While it was still a part of Gondwana, and later during its epic voy-
ape torthward, Australia’s plate was being acted on by the tidal forces
of world change —voleanisin, ice sges, erosion, geologic rifting and
fracturing.

Toward the close of the Pleisiocene epoch and the dawn of modern
times, sea level was lower and a great foresred land bridge existed be-
tween Australin and New Gumea: About 30,000 vears ago man, per-
haps descended from Java or Peking man, came across it on his long

National Geographic, Febimary 1988
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jourmey from Aswn (map, above). Archaeological sites pose many
more questions than they resolve, since some are far more ancient
than was suspected. At Lake Mungo, Aborigines were living at least
38,000 years ago

Tosiand in astrange silence under the sweeping cliff at a place like
Mootwingee and up at the red hundsstenciled there solong ago
i€ o [eel the unton of men and earth that is the SLTON{Iest par ol
Aboriginal arrand thoughte

vet, lor & long rime, Aunstralia was considered margingl in the
thinking about early man., Now, in less than two decades, carbon
dates for the continent have pushed its horizons back from a few
thousana years to 20,000, pechaps 50,000

From Ausiralia and New Guinea (the continent they [ormed dur-
ing lee Age times s called Sahul) have come more Pletstocene human
remansthan from E sence of different kinds ol men
at dillerent sites poses questions. At Lake Mungo the human sk
are thin and [ragile, like ours, while from other parts of Australia
come thicker skulls. Were there two “invasions” some 50,000 years
ago, or were these varied individuals from the

Australia, this ancient ark —always the surprise, and alwiays the
question, and always the great and silent beanty of the land, and the
aoddity of its credrares, and the glory ol its'clouds ol birds. Where
there are great deserts were once seas, and where pine [orests Hrew
ropical forests now gron

Always change

Always the same [

i hild i Cromeclvama

ANCESTORS of Australia’s

Aborigines may have been the

wirrld's first seafarers, who came
from Asia, voyaging from the
Ingomesian islands by raft, and
trekking the broad land bridge
that connected Australia and New
Gt Waisted axcheads from
the Huom Peéninsula date from
40,000 wears agp; simtlar toopls
hatve been found near Mackay

A RID FUSBELS pugrrs

Queensland, and on Kangaroo
[<lamd, South Awstralia. Even
carlicr dates have emerged

from Cranebrook Terrace in
Svidney. University of Sydney
geaphysicist Mike Barbeiti fabove)
holds tools from the site, which
aates from 47,000 to 43,000 ar,
the oldest known in Australia



FLOCKING TO THE FINISH LINE, windsurfers pile up on a Sydney
beach during the city’s annual boardsailing marathon. Paradise
for surfers, Sydney is remembered by sports-mad Aussies as
the site of Australia’s first surfboard ride in 1915.

SOORNEE HALL, WELTRON TRANNITER






Jolted awake by its bustling Asian neighbors, the land down under is seeking new ideas, rewarding entrepreneurs, and
even encouraging foreigners to have a go at such investments as a Melbourne high rise, below, built by the Pacific island
nation of Nauru. Aussies take this “new” Australia in stride —with a wink and a characteristic, "She’ll be right, mate.”
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EOPLE REMEMBER things here,”

D said the governor of Tasma-

nta, Sir James Plimsoll, in the

magnificent sitting room of

his Hobart residence. "In

other places the past is dilut-

ed by so much else. There'sa

C great continuity here of fam-
ilies in one place since the beginnings.”

In Tasmania the Australian past stands still
for a moment, This is green coastal Australia
as it used 10 be—tranguil and virtually pre-
industrial. Tasmania has an English flavor lent
by its cool and rainy climate (“You get a winter
holiday in the middle of summer,” the locals
quip defensively) and the low percentage of
Irish and other non-English immigrants.

-y

Beautiful old buildings of honey-colored

sandsione seem to outnumber factories. Sun-
day is a day of closed shops, church bells, and
family outings on winding, hilly roads.

Hobart is crisp and healthy, s houses of
stome Gr white weatherboard with red roofs
nestling between the chilly waters of the
Derwent River and the inky blue hulk of Mount
Wellingron.

Sixty miles to the southeast, the stone prison
cells of Port Arthur, on rugged Tasman Penin-
sula (Dutchman Abel Tasman made the first Eu-
ropean contact with Tasmania in 1642), tell the
secret of Australia’s unique origin asa place of
crime and punishment.

From the stunning ruins one can see the Isie
of the Dead, the burial ground during Port Ar-
thar’s convict decades from 1830 until 1877,
and Point Puer, home of the boy convicts
(young children could be hanged in the Britain
of the day), whose training in stonemasonry
during the 1830s included building the
thousand-seat church, with its curtain down
the middle separating convict and free,

The days of compulsion at the hands of

Authir ROSs TERRILL a U, S. citizen, was born dand
raised in Australia. He has written seven books, in-
chuding The Australians, published last year by 5i-
mon and Schuster. Photographer DAVID ROBERL
AUSTEN lives in Sydney and is a regular contribu-
1ot o MATIONAL GEOGRAFHIC.
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prison guard, soldier, and chaplamn are not so
distant, Hobart, the second oldestof the Austra-
lian cities, was established anly in 1804. All {our
of my grandparents were already alive in Vie-
taria when the last convict ship reached Austra-
lin in 1868, My parents were already married
when the last ex-convicts died in the 1920s.

To ancient Greece and Rome terra australis
incogmita was the “unknown land of the south.”
Mot until the 17th cenmary did the Portuguese,
with missionary intent, and the Dutch, in search
of profits, approach it from the northwest.

During the lce Age, before sea levels rose and
Australia became more difficult 1o reach from
Asia, the people who are known today as the
Aborigines arrived. For tens of thousands of
vears the continent was theirs alone.

The British sea captain James Cook reached
the east coast in 1770 anid claimed Australia for
the modern world. The new land was 1o be part
of Furope —New Scuth Wales, as Cook called
it—mot of Asia

By 1859 six separate colonies, all ruled from
London, had risen on the island continent.
Besides New South Wales and Tasmania, the
senior colontes, there were. Victoria, convict-
free, founded after an entrepreneur made
“treaty” with Aborigines near today's Mel-
bourne: South Australin, also convict-free and
the nearest of the colonies to a settlement based
on idealism; Queensland, which began as a
place for second-offense convicts from Sydney;
and Western Australia, which attempted 1o do
without convicts but resorted 1o them when
sheep and cartle farmers lacked laborers.

Some convicts toiled constructing roads,
churches, and government buildings, others
were assignied to work on private farms: The
struggle beoween those who thought the colo-
nies’ sole purpose was to be a prison and those
wha had a vision of wringing wealth from the
land and trading with the world was slowly won
by the latter.

Not far inland from the owns were rolling
pastures excellent for raising sheep. Sheep
began to replace convices as Australin’s chief
industry in the 1820s. With merinos, brought
from the Cape of Good Hope, the colonies
began to try to wipe away the stain ol convictism

MNational Geographic, February 1988
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precocious strides under the hot antipodean
sun. Without ceasing to be colonles, the six set-
tlements won parlisments and the secret ballot

Woarkers. in a land where the labor market
has E,-:u-_-ranr- tavored the seller, won power
before they had vime 1o develop class hatred
Sullrapge came I-wl'nn- the suffragettes. Australia
pioneered the welfare state decades before Eu-
rope pulled down the last absolute monarchy

In 1901 the six colonies sidled into a leders-
ton, forming the Commaonwealth of Australia,
without bothering to take over full sovereignty
from London.,

Australia paid a high price for its membership
in the Western club. In World War | more Aus-
tralians than Americans died in battle —though
America was 20 omes more populous—in
France, Gallipoli, and elsewhere. During the
Great Depression unemployment reached 30
percent in some Aostralian cities. In'Wo rid War
11, 30,000 Australians died

186

All this time Australia had slammed the door
against Asia by adopting a “white Australia”
immigration policy.

WAS A TODDLER in rural Victoria when
Japan bombed the northern tip of Austra-
fia in 1942 but ] remember the scare. My
parents spoke darkly of Oriental barba-
rism, and one day excitement rose in our town-
chip when fishermen sighted a Japanese dinghy
off nearby Ninety Mile Beach
Pearl Harbor awoke Australians o the exis
ience of Asin. The Japanese attack also pushed
Aunstralia closer to the United States
With the Pacific world in shock, Prime Minis-
ter John Curtin told his nervous tellow Austra-
lians: *Without uny inhibitions of any kind, |
make it quite clear that Australialooks 1o Amier-
ica free of any pangs as to our traditional links
or kinship with the United Kingdom.™ It was
almost like a divorce and remarriage

National Geographic, February 1988




WERE FULL OF HOPE AND DEFIANCE, " says Peter Garrett (above, seated), lead Singer for
the activist rock group Midmight Oil. Also a lawver, Garrett narrowly lost a 1984 Senate
ampaign protesting Australia's nuclear policy and close ties with the United States.

whicn have brought both Hollywood (below and joint military bases to the outhack

\ustralia at 200 &7



The comtinent of Australia (s

= the only nanon that 15 a connnen:
* the smallest contnent

* the (hittest

e the driest (except for Antarctica)

Which cxplaing why

e lessthan 10 percent of the land is arable

= the larzess lake, Eyre [ 3.000 square miles), 15
usvally bone-dry

« where d har will do lor a billabong, Australians
are the greatest consumers of alcohol in the

English-speaking world:

Roughty the size of the cotermincus Unired States
at 2,966 368 square miles, Australia is dlse amaong
the world’s least densely populaled countries,
averaging only five people per squiare mile Thus

* there are ten Umes as many jumbucks as people

* i the and outhack, where t takes 40 acres 1o

graze a single shecp, are the world's lakgest stations

including Anna Creck cartle smron in South
Avstralia, ar 12 000 square miles

o Austrulia leads the world in the export of heel and

vedl —624 000 tons In 19897 —and is second. afoer
Sew Zealand. m moton and lamb —2935 (KN tons
o wool production is 30 percent of the whitld's
eririre o

Australin is flot, the highest pealt, Kosciusko, being

only 7,310 feet — bur its Great Barrier Reel s the

world's longest ar 1.250 miles, more than hail as long

as its longest river system, the Mormay-Darling
2300 mithes)

Elsewherr are rocks, nof just any rod ks, Bl

o the oldest known fregments of the earth's crust,
from the Jack Hills, a1 4.3 billion years

e 28 percent of the ree world's uranium, along
with coal reserves that maich Saudi Arabis's ofl in
potential energy

¢ formations that supply nearty 90 percent ol
Austialia’s oil needs

¢ almost all the world's opals

Senall wonder that BO percent of Australia’s 16
million peaple (including 200,000 Aborigines)
live in clties, mainly along the fertile coast between

“Fair

Dinkum”

Facts

Bituhane and Adelaide. Sydney is the continent’s
“downtown” with 3,365 000 inhabitants, followed
by competitor Melbourne with 2,833,000 and
Brishane with 1. 150.000. Perth weighs in at

0% 000, Adelmide o 978,000, and Canberra, the
plannoed capital ciey, at 270,000

M statistical terms, Awstralions kave i betre
thitet maerst

o mer capita income, at $11 200 1.5, s one of the
world's highest

o life expectancy, 76 vears, is one of the world's
lomigest

o literacy & virtually 100 percens

s workers enm from [our to stx weelis of vacation
Jnmmil'_..'

* some TO pefcent own their homes
* Viring is compuisory
» which may or may not explain why Ausiralians

spend twice as much on gambling as on nanional
delense

Anssie blokes have dinkum reasons for thinking
thear land 15 bonzer, so shout them a drink, mare,
and wish them a happy anniversary

HOAY TU SPEAK STRINE

hillabong —water hile

hilly— conminer for botlimg tek
bloke— man

bismcer — great, wrrific
bush—country away [rom the city
chook —chicken

dingo — Apstralian wild dog
dinkum, fair dinkum—honest, genuine
dinki-di— the real thing

fossick — 1o prospect for gold or gems
yragier—mancher

jumbuck —sheep

mahe a good fist—do & good job
ocker — basi¢ down-to-earth Aussic
onthack— remote bush
pom—English person

shont—buv a round of drinks
stathirn — sheep ar cattle ranch
Strine—whal Aussics speak

swig - bedroll and belongings

tue ey —food

ule — utility or pickup ruck

wirltz matilda—carTy a swag
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Yer Australia can still seem quite British
ludges wear wigs, Cricket is cliglon. News
and views [rom London are prominent in print
and on the pirwaves, Old admirals can be heard
1o call |'.i'||I'.I.'|L'||1 o ST TR A TR s RLTVIVE,
like dinosaurs from a buried past, and are eager-
ly sought alter by many

Last vedr in Melbourne |1 was a butcher shop
that reminded me | wasn't guiie in the New
World. Smelling of sawdust and blood, it fea-
tured a red neon light shining down a plate-
glass wimdow and illuminatng neat rows of
chops and sausages and steaks. The shop 15 run
oy sturcly family butchers in blue-and-whits
aprons with hands is red assirlom, whowill de
tiver cuts ol meat o thelr own cars after hours

Probably Australia will néever become as
American as it once was British. Briush intlu
ence was mstititional, giving it a certain power
o perpetuate isell,. Amencan mtluence is felt
through the economy, popular culture, and
echnology, and s always in [liux. "W¢ are be-
caming Americanized only in the sense that
wit're becoming universalized " observed Tony
Staley, a former cabinet minister. "1t so happens
that the LI, 5. is at the [orefront o

10 & WOt 15 @01 (8 LAt directio

IR TEY EETANIES

“'-T ——J ROM THE 19605 both magor i'-'||":.|: [FELT-
[_-r ties began to dismantie the “white Aus.

‘ tralia™ policy. During that decade 86

c percent o immigrants o Australia
came from Europe. By the 1970s only siightly
more than hall came Irom Europe. Today the
larpest number— 32 percent —oome from Asia

One day Australia will complete the large trans

formation [rom British outpost w Eurasian
melting not

The story of vouthiul Ausmalia s one of

immigration, and itwill go on being so_ " Do you
nave anyv ltalian nends? | asked novelist Helen
Garner, who lives in the [tmlian quarter of Mel
bourne. “I don't” She looked ot me over the op
ol her CSpresso cup "It Iwere 20 vears YOUTERET,
L suppose | would

Tomorrow it will be [fends who are Chinese,
Viethamese, Fllipino, and maybe Indonesian

Meanwhile we do not vet know how the old
Aussies will react il one doy the [oretgn-bormn

'lllll-l.l..'jl-l.a' it AUA

TOOMUCH TROPICAL SUN gives R
swinned Australians the I'II_-_:"Il'-.' rafe of
-.||'|'I LUWrRCer N (R wWal I|.I III" ':I'ILu! VWi LY
Dy, Adrianmg Scheibner @ KPOSES VOIuN
teers to artificial sunlight. Her research
shows that lomg-ferm exposure to ultra-
vichel rays SIPPTESSEs the immune svsiem
af an outdoorsman like Morman Hansell,
who has worn an artificial nose since
dovtors removed a laree melanoma, “the

deadllest of the ot " from g nostril



should become not merely 20 percent as today
but a majority, and if most of those should be
not whites but Asians

Beyond immigration, Australia during the
1970% undéerwent many changes in values and
priorities, some of them associated with the
prime ministership of Labor Party leader Gough
Whitlam, a tall, optimistic lawyer. The nation
moved froma foreign policy focused on Britain
and the U. 5 to one paying more attention than
before to Japan. Indonesia, and Chima; from 4
prudish to a libertarian moral sense, from an
amateur politics to a prolessional politics based
an money, image, and the public-opinion poll.

In South Australia, an enlightened state still
proud that it never had convicts, Pon Dunstan
as Labor Party premier spearheaded changes
that were a harbinger of Whitlam's age ol
reform. “We deregulated people’s personal and
social behavior,” he recalled in the dry, slow,
courteous Adelaide way of speaking. “We (et
the state has no business stopping things—
nude beaches, drunkenness, sexual activities —
that may shock other people bur don't harm
other people.”

“Know Your Rights” said a leaflet on the bul-
letin board of my old university in Melbourne,
and indeed, these days, Ausiralians do know
their rights

ET RECENTLY the Australians have
been preoccupied withan unwelcome
economic revolution. Malcolm Fra-
set, the Oxford-educated grazier who
as Liberal Party leader replaced Whitlam in
1975 and ruled until the Labor Party’s Robert
Hawke beat him in 1983, made a lamous remark
(actually a quote from George Bernard Shaw’s
Baick to Methuselah) that foreshadowed the new
mood: “Life is not meant to be easy”
| asked Prime Minister Hawke if the post-
Whitlam stress upon rights has been sulficient-
ly matched by a stress on obligations. "What |
was (rying to say to the Australian people,”
Hawke replied, referring to his first campaign in
1983, "was that the world no longer owes Aus.
tralia anything. What we want is not going to
fall into our lap the way itdid before. The obliga-
tion is to work together to get it."
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Cwver the past decade earnings from the ex-
port of products from farm and mine have been
hit by falling prices. “We lost billions in national
income just like that,” Hawke told me sadly,
snapping his suntanned fingers. An 10~
tected manufacturing sector finds it hard to
innovite and export,

Senator Gareth Evans, minister for resources
until 1987, spoke of the crisis in minerals and
agriculture. “Agriculiure's just shot to pleces. |
mean, with existing mineral prices we could
juststagger along, butin agriculture it's not pos-
sible even 1o do that ™

Around Gardners Bay, an hour's drive from
Hobart, as in some other attractive rural spots,
ayoungish urban element has arrived 1o begina
new life. At first the old established farmers
did not welcome the newcomers. But with the
decline of Tasmania's apple industry after
Britain joined the European Economic Com-
mumnity and other economic ills; the fnrmers
faced a lile-style crisis of their own. For mamy
the options were tosell ourara miserable price
or to forget the farm and go on living in the
house as dole recipients —and become uninten-
tional philosophic brothers of the hippies.

Amuong the newcomers to Gardners Bay were
British-born David Freedman asnd his two
[riends Heather Godfrey and Jenny Toogood,
who all live wogether in a house of unpainted
vertical wooden beards—built by David—
which has no piped water, electricity, or lava-
tory plumbing

"We were once the hangers-on,” David
Freedman told me. "Now the larmers are getting
phased out.”

Butit'sall been much harderwork than David
expected. He doesn't receive the dole (unem-
ployment benefits)— Jenny does— for he clings
i the belief in the value of self-sufficiency.
“We'd rank among the poor, but really we're
not" he told me

Andrew, David's 13-year-old son, is getting
bored on the land and may soon move to
Hobart. He plays a guitar, powered (as are the
household's lights and sterea) by a small gener-
ator, but otherwise he finds little to do among
these quiet blue hills. David himsell may move
spon: | will work, but not [or wages.”

Natiomil Geographic, February 1988




A REGULAR BLOKE" to voters who first elected him in 1983, Prime Minister Robert Hawke
attributes his suceess Lo o strong Labor Party platform and to his wife, Hazel. A former

Rhodes scholar and 1954 world beer-drinking champion, the now teetotaling Hawhe has

won enactment of a tax overhaul and opened the economy to foreign banks

SCHOOL KIDS piaying sports m the

| 9505, we used o shout the l1|1r 15 O]

sbhuse, "You bloody old woman!™

Yet male chauvinism in the land

whose battle erv of democracy wis "one man
one vote” isnot the untamed beast ol old. Rachel
Faggetter, director of the National Waal Muse-
um, & a schoolteacher in the 1960s remembers
being told by an official that lower pay for fe-
males was because “they are no good four days
out of the month.” When we lunched in 1986,

said with a |:+L|E:|'1 "Awoman tram cdrivez
nearly ran me down today; I thought, bugger it,
!.Fhll_s"__'-'. are improving q

Rache

In all public services— less so in private en.
fr.“t'|‘|| IS ."I.jl.l'lr the IO S —WOITIEn |'|,l"|."|_'I art |'|_r'|l'_"l_'|
something like equality of opportunity, In
19853

for the lirst time. a [ederal Labor Party

Australtag ar 200

cabinet included a woman, Senator Susan Bvan
Assernve feminism and favors forsingle par
ents have gone 100 far for conservatives. Catho-

lic commentator Bob Santamaria's PESSIHTHISM

about Australia’s future stems from his percep-
tion of the [amily's erosion. Indeed one hears of
excesses, a5 when copies ol the Bible were re-
moved from some Tasmanian library shelves on
thi grounds that it’s sexist

“The breakdown of the human factory is the
root problem in Austraiia,” said a Sydney maxi
driver as he drove me through a squalid slum
"That [actory [the [amily] has broken down
and the product out of it 5 ethically inferio:

Rowena Danziger, headmistress of Sydney's
wol, who once tmught in Mi
Academy near Boswon, has seen educational
progress and also the appearance of new Haws

Ascham girlsss
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LITTER 5 NIGHTMARE
digmond send< workers scram- lead o both miines and under
bling at the Perth cutting and pround homes. Another field,
Il"'-'lll'-rl'l |r3_!.’. __||-'l fiff'b I"|‘ fl'll' |1 |'.I:':_'l'||!' |'-I:|E:||Jfrl M HI..II'_:i' ! ||I'|I|]i':il Hll'l-'.lz"r' g
digmond mine. They eventually Comet Stone” thelow ! a 2 .000-
found the stone on a workiable carat black opal found during
heneath a tool, To mintmiz the comet's 1985 visit Estimated
ENvIironmental mpact and mdx value: $3.000,000
mize quality of Life, most of the
remole ming's 700 emy arvees
commute 1 400 miles by air from
Perth wi '”cirl_._r Wi weeks al d
strefch, The world's largest
dicmaond producer, Argyie mines
same 30 millien carats a vear
Experts I!lr-.'uiu! that the mam ore
body, tapped in 1985, will last
apout 20 years

Australia also ~.r-'|",_r‘r'||'-. N Jrr-

cent of the world's rpals — many

fraom Coober Pedy (above) in

Australia ar 200




Many state schools are no longer very satisty-
ing. There are discipline problems. And they've
become diminished by all the 1960s siull about
not competing and not holding exams, and the
idea that whar you really should be doing at
school 15 finding yoursell.”’

I Calrms, & tropi 1 [1.-|-I|.1-=:1: that attracis
drifting youths, 1 ran into an 1B-year-old sc-
| just wanted to gel away,
sarture from Cane-
berra. “T had no motivaton to fimsh school. Bur
I will get the motivation —and in Canberra it's
easy to get through; there are no exams.”
ed and easygoing, Simon spends much of his
time ut the beach: “1 tried work in a shipyard,
bt it wias too hard,”

QUAIMELNCE O TinE

Sirmon <aid ._|[ his abi I-||I de

[.:Il:'JLI

HEN |'WAS [n my last year at a
Melbourne high school in the
ate 1950s, a mere 30,000 college

stiidents existed in Australin. To-
dav there are 180.000, In the chilller econome
climate of the eighties, questions arose as to
whether Australian universities—all 20 of them
were spending the axpayers
money to good elfece. The Hawke government's
introduction of a small annual fee upset many

are state oncs

194

students. Modest as the fee
15, it symbalizes the end of
the halcyon days of Whit-
lam’s hig spending.

Many believe that Ausira-
lia needs a revamping of
education. In Japan 94 per-
cent of 17-vear-olds study,
and in the US.A the Hgure
is 92 percent. In Australia
a mere 40 percent of that
dpe ETOUPR Are siudents, It
shiows, and will show even
MOrE LomoiTow

For practical and philo-
sophical reasons a Mmove
townrd privatzation of edu-

cation has begun. And some
T e x Australians—ogether with
Ao B some Asians-—have caught
A a vision of Ausiralia export-
ing education to the region.

[n Perthoa group of Malaysian investors pro-
ed by Bean San Goh, a mathematics profes-
sor, has entered the education export market af
the secondary level by founding the Western
Australian International College In 4 mansion

_ n
il

= = a

-b
-

high above the Swan River

“There's now pressure on students to do
well " Pr. Goh told me. “Parents are choosing
private schiooling in order tw ensure employ-
ahility |of ther children]. The old egalitanan:
ism—Jack’s as good as his master’ —has been
diluted to an extent ™

Barry Jones, sclence minister in the Hawike
cabinet, spoke to me in Melhoume of a link
between racism and education. “The real re-
sentment against the Vietnamese came when
thev started doing so well at school,™ he said
“They began winning exhibitions and prizes,
getting into universities: For a lotof Australians
that seemed like untair competition

The sharp changes in

ife-stvle priorites,
women's status, education, and other social
The rictions
within the economy, deeply affecting the modes
of earning one’s daily bread, have brough
changes in relationships and values. And the
explosion of the “right to have rights” in

realims mostly have two roots

Mational Geographic, February 1988
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has redrawn the social terrain
We dont need a

siid the larmer who handed me a2 how

the Whitlam era
ioody federal povern
ment,
to-vote ticket of the National Party outside the
”'1'”ﬂith'ﬂfﬂ Townsville, Cueensland LT}
Inally it was formed to raise taxes and do ds
tense. [t wasn't meant 1o double up on roacs
Aborigines, and evervthing.”
southerners sometimes ook disoaragingly
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drenched b
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cultureless haven of conserva

Yet the 1 400-mile-long
ropical state, nearly five times the size of Japan
and devilishly rich in minerals and in spots o
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tralia with the brightest fotare
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lnnd bor amastomishing 20 vears, has bashed th
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it the tourist, mas

; i L e s

eLeTSEn, Premiel
unions and provided the nearest thing 1o a free
enterprise thit Anstralia
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avial but combative populist {lies regularly
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Hancock, discoverer of much of the iron nee of

e Pilbara, the west's ereatr maineral region

despises the dominant political-industrial ways

o Australia lﬁn"-pruhilﬂ:'%h-ﬂ|1f|ﬂjﬂ|ﬂ s the

tracle
A ustralin

problem,” Hancock sald, “And mbtlitam
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can readly deadl with Pacific rim.
costs down

He believes thar Ausoahia’s strategic minerals
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Both have become preéat citles of theworld. they

do indeed differ in spiric. Moralistic Melbourne
annot let go of principles, while on-the-make
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o proTECT a b Wire-cddollar livestook

imdustry. selentists af the Au chwitl e Anirmal
Health Labovatory didenose viral disedses

under aortight comditions

content to count the numbers

Hawlee, wile ol the prime ministet

Svdney 15
Hazel

rellected on Melboume and Svdney over cotler

ane MOrTing in their Canberra residence. "The
Opera House expresses Sydney
breathtaking place. Yet inside there's a lot Ja -
ing. Asa plice 10 produce opera, it's a headach
(0 the
|'|||_'-_‘.; 1% i '-.||_|'.||'|l__|_: |||'|'|'| ||'|.'“ '||:T_-.|rI|' — 1t || lt:"-.
itself— but mnside it works wonderfully,”

Mrs, Hawke erth bt |-'-1!=_;.! residen|
al Melbourne |__!.,1:_'_|'||'|_J and behind her | caught
y glimpse of purple and gold pétunias in the
winter garden of the prime minister's Lodge
""1||- hadifterence
either of them,

Perth is the bright new star in the Australian
urhan firmament. Far from anywhere — almos
Singapore as b
to prosperity and gained the cockiness of a
Dallas-by-the-sea on the bhasis ol the north-
iron ore, natural gas, and other resources
Breeding ground lor rycoons,
grown, many [oreign-born, pleased with itsell
for its Tole in the capture and gallant defense of
the America’s Cup, Perth s the
lia"s most ostentatious new-Tich

Adelaide, the capiwl of South Australia, has
the reprutation of being sedate and mtionas Fiat
nowadayvs reaches fora livelier image . 11 mouns
an excellent Grand Prix car rnce

y wonderful
1 in Melbourne the arts com

other Hn

hormin P

il 1 eeally don' t know that

oL N |l'..| i

as close 1o y Svdney

WESE %

ST h.-r'u'-

e of Alstra-

and the wines

196

of nearby Barossa Valley have begun to cut a
swiith 10 the world market
witle

Un Acle I.-IILII. s lean
| found qT-'r|||".' |u‘-u||||u|'-, late-
night bars in restored old

streets

il rows of

( ,|1.'-u [or sale on almost every cornet

Canberra, the natonal capital, hardly feels

like a city, but it boasts-a iovely setiung, Lois ol
apen space, and mteresting architecture. On a

LTISP WinTel j|_'ll'lr|'_||l"q 1 wiltcohe l.| L ” L| [ESSE ;II

National Geographic, February 1988




IMPORTING ENTREPRENELRS Likee Cattfornin horbiculturalisi Roger Dulcher and
hiz family is the aim of the Business Migration Program, designed to diversify the

ORIy and open Acw exXport man hirts LIutcrer £ oeneticr-EnsnesErine Tirm ©f fra,

o enhance the productiviry of plants such as the pine seedlings he hoids

= I|"-'I' AT ET !-“I i""'all'l' SETVANLS AL !I i !".'I:l !I:"'-l Wi I'-: N Irving I I Il"|£ CRTTRE |
LWLEL I LESA" S §d |||| I e i|||' I.'.I" | :-I' il LR 3l !_|'-| ITRETHCREl a1 BB micitivies ol

_.'T:l L&) !::u .|||| ey .|'_|',,'| 3 tters |:,_'_| i |'||'l PEY

III' Ll LIS
and some Australians who move there from the Umnly since | came w Canberra three vears
I'I:'-'.:iEE_._wI.:I. k "l"l ils r-I:..! it socially de ciccated VB0, ASSO0N IS YOU arrive. voll |_"||r|:. |i i1l :||_ A
A technician duplicating tapes formé in a Can m earth vou're eoing o pet out— [ thought buy-
berra oflice iold me with glee thar be had just  1ne lotery tickets was the way
won a one-fifth share in o L4-mallion-dolla [he sparse Northern Territory— 155,000

[ HETY |"I'I_': ['ll'l it I 3 ".'_-'l N -.l|'_i_|:|' :.:||| 4 15 a Irontier

i | ) [
Vs trmd b gl 2400 L}



(55

bevond all fronters. Darwin is as close 1o Viet-
nam as 1o Tasmania, and it feels closer. A raw,
humid, cheerful place, one of Australia’s lew
substantinily multiracial cities, it cares tor the
furure, not the past, and regards Canberraas an
obstacle in its path to mining, tourist, and
indiestrial development

“The north coast ol Australia is basically
unguarded,” territory Chiel Minister Steve Hat
ton told me_ “Outside ol Darwin, drug runners
aperate with impunity,” These tropical beaches
are also the country's first line of defense against
any turhulence —discreetly unmentioned—
that may emanate [rom volatile Indonesia

HERE IS A CERTAIN INNOCENCE about
being an Australiun,” painter Sidney
MNolan said years ago, and still today |
' find this true. Perhaps i stems from
the yourhtulness of the naton—and s distance
from the evils of the Old Waorld

Or perhaps it results from closeness 1o
nature. Magpies swoop down to oy o take a
peck at my head in 8 Canberra swreet. Sea gulis
fly up from Port Phillip Bay to circle over my
family's home in a Melbourne suburb. Adelaide
in spring is suffused with the smell of golden
wattle and gray-green eucalyptus. Downtown
Hohart is five minutes from the bush

In Sydney, checking into a local pub that of-
fered accommodation, [ profiered a $50 bill for
the first night's “rent,” as the lady at the counter
called i

“Jeez, I've got no change,” she said. “I'll give
you the $20 later. " L hesimted, thinking that per-
haps | should have a receipt. I needn’t have wor-
ried. An howr Later the cook arrived ar my room
with a $20 bill. “Some lovely [resh saapper juss
in, by the wiy," he volunteered as he breezed
back to his kitchen

On the other hand the “knocker” strain in
Austratinn culre can sull be found. Some con-
servative intellectuals dislike the philesophical
emptiness they sense around them. “We used to
joke that ar parties you shouldn’t talk about
politics or religion,” remarked Professor Leonie
Kramer at the University of Sydney. "Now
there's endless lk about politics, but still none
about gquestions of the spint
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| discussed the sell-deprecatory side af the
Australian soul with Melbourne author Bruce
Grant. “Perhaps it's the convict origms,” Grant
mused. “Perhaps it's the sense we have of being
s minor dependency ol Western civilization
Mhere's long been asense of low sell-esteem. But

sibdll HTHENE

Ruipery Murdogh FUCTUDEARH KA

at last we're I:-L'::-:uul.ng mote confident — thank
heavens.'

Part of the problem is simply that Australia
hus only 16 million people and is far from the
world's power centers, Barry Jones spoke o mae
of his frustrations as science minister, Australin
has been a world leader in synthesizing a human
growth hormone

“But the reaction in Australia was, “That's ter-
ribly interesting, and we're so pleased for you'
People never say, ‘Right, let's develop it—here’s
s medical problem we can resolve lor the world ”
They say. "What do the Americans think? And if
the Yanks think it's terrilic; the Australians say,
Well, there wouldn'i be any point in ustrying 1o
getimvolved wo." "

Jones gave a biner laugh. “Yet il the Ameri-
cans aren't interested, the reaction is, 'Oh, the
ided can't be any bloody good. Why bother if the
Americans don't want to be in it?

“It gives you a kick, asan Australian going our
into the world, 1o have successes on a larger
stape,"” said publisher Rupert Murdoch (above)

National Geographic, February 19588




whois probably the most infTuential Avstralizn-
born person now living (he became a U, S, cin-
zen in 1983). The words not only explain the
publisher's extraordinary dynamism but per-
haps, as well, the inner frustration of the more
ambitious of the faraway Aussies.

All the last three Australian prime minisiers
have asked me il 1 am really in America o stay,
or whether, maybe, 1 might come back—as if
implying some abandonment on my par, or
perhaps expressing a certain regret af the loss of
native sons.

"By the time | was 12, | was determined to
leave Australia” author Germaine Greer has
said, and indeed during my own years in Austra.
lia & steady flow of talent went 1o Europe and
America. Said journalist Maxwell Newton, who
yearsago moved to New York City: “1f T do good
work [in America|, people are happy aboutit, In
Australin what | found was that if | did good
waork, people would be angry about it”

Yet the leelings of inferiority are receding
"Years ago | saw Fisherman's Wharf in San
Francisco,” said New South Wales environment
mupister Bob Carr, “and 1 thought what a pity
Australia can't enliven its urban areas. Bur now
we'Te doing it. Look at the restoration of our
state parliament, which is better than what's in
Sdcramernito, Look at our Science and Technol-
ogy Museum, which is the equal of the Deut-
sches Museum in Munich. Look ar the Darling
Harbour project. Australia’s lost its feeling that
it could never do anything, "

EOGRAFHY tugs against history, One
senses that geography will win, but
not quickly or totally. Yet already
the gradual shift of the center of

gravity of Australia’s trade; defense, and foreipn
policy from Europe to Asia has prodoced some
vivid changes

Two Asias impinge upon late 20th-century
Australia. There Is poor Asin, most recently the
wave of Indo-Chinese immigrants, And there is
rich Asia, spearheaded by Japenese tade and
investment and tourism, and including Malay-
sian and Chinese entrepreneurship and invest-
ment. japan takes huge amounts of Australion
iron ove and coal, bargaining toughly over

Australia at 200

prices. From Perth w the Queensland Gold
Coast, [apanese have been snapping up residen-
tial and commercial property—a total of nearly
tour and a half billion dollars of purchases in
Australia to date.

Japanese tour groups and honeymooners
flock to see the penguins in Victoria and the
Opera House in Sydney. They climb Ayers Rock
in their white hats and impeccable shorts, and
view dolphins and flex their muscles im the wide
spaces of northern Queenstand, photographing
much, buying much of the rest

“Japan already owns us; taking us would be a
formality,” sald media tycoon Kerry Packer.

Some older Australians retain their ant-
Japanese feelings [rom World War U1, but these
fade. “The Japanese was an atrocious bugper in
the war,” Sir Sydney Willizms, just retited as
chairman of Air Queensland, told me m his
Caims office, "but 1 don't bear any grudge—1'd
go out 1o welcome any Japanese who comes o
north Queensland ™

Japanese businessmen with experience in
Austrilia speak cautiously of its future.

In his Sydney office Itaru Suzuki, chairman
of Misui Australia, old me thar Australian
povernments have been urging him o enter
manufacturing. “But | am hesitant. Business-
men complain of strikes and the unions behind
them. The cultires of our rwo countries are dif-
ferent. The Japanese tend to think theirwork for
a company is their life itsell. In Australia itisa
mieans to an end.”

As the Japanese presence in Australia has
grown, a Japanese school has appeared in Perth,
| visited its 43 pupils and talked with [our of
them. All felt that their Australian friends study
less hard than they do. On the wall of the lobby
I noticed some words from the school song:
“Black swansona land / We make friends
in Australia / We will make our own history here
in Perth,”

As 1 drove away it was lunchtime, and clus-
ters of kids in their bright winter clothes were
eating Japanese box lunches on a lawn, each
group with n teacher in itsmidst. The taxi driver
noticed and said 10 me as we swung onto the
highway, “You'd never see Australian teachers
doing thar during their lunch hour.”
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SACRED SITES o Aborigings of central Australia

the imposing formation called the Olgas, above
and nearby Ulury, or Ayers Rock, are amonyg the

nation’s most popilar tourtst atirdctions. A

growing dispute was quieted in 1985 when the
area was deeded to local Aborigings, and, ds
agreed, they leased it back as Uluru Nattonal
Parke. Six |1|' the ten mempers 1;r the i"h'“"l:l: s board
of manadgement are -’.l'"."'l_gr:rh'- :llj.!-':II Nellie
Patterson, far left says, "We've been given back
our Aboriginal spiril.

Defending Australia comes natura ly to Jash
Pauatjirmi and Joe Bourke (left), two of some 40
Aborigine reservists training to guard the north
coust. “It's because they tdentify spiritually with
the land, " says Sgt. Doug MeLean

National Ceographic, February 1988
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Charactenstucally, government funding has
sparked the new artistic vigor, Even David Wil
lhamson, a se

f-reltant arnst whose popular
(2on's Party and other plays have depicted urban
middle-class life, pot his start with a grant
"Without knowing | had that 7,000 for a
vear,” he said as we chatted on the veranda of his
gracelul old Svdoey home, °1 doubt 1 wauld
have had the cournge 1o cast evervthing aside
and havea go.”
It the desert west of Alice aprings | caughi up
[ ey
WETE On a oint tour with an -"L|'-|-!L.L!||:.I| hand

with Midnight Ol in unlikely concert
that expressed singer Peter Garrent's commit-
ment to Aboriginal land nghts, world peace
and other cawses. The bands thumped away un
der spotlights in the Har, dusty settlement of
Papunya, aschildren jived and rocked in perfect
TII':-'..:II'.I before them

Because of the new vigor in the arts, the sens:
s

i be an Australian

of what T means

chanped. The two-tisted male bushiman has o
ceded. Lirhan themes and images have crowded

i upon outback landscapes

ITH LEAIDTNY BLACK WHRITER

Faith Band
and tradition. "1 feel s
pled by Aunstralianism.” she said
Pl af the Third World
but 1o me there's oo such bloody thing as the
hird World. There's only one world

In Melbourne | heard an echo ol these senn

ot | talkedd ol race

itherstran

Thevsavwie blacks ar

ments iroun Paul Cox. director ol _‘I.:I_l. FirsT W 1
Man of Flowers, and other films. “The more |
understand of the world the less | want 1
cular country,” Coxsaid

sald thi
stressed the habitat
y 115 Art as an attempt "o make

belong to any part

“But this is an amazing country.”
Dutch-born direotion
He summed u

peCpHie Mote aware of their innerself Likewhen

i
W

wilookatatree T
cher the earth
- ||'ll PSS .|.r31:: WE NEVerD LHIINE
admire the

through the seasons, but where's the r spect

ere’s enor tnous strength un
give that tree ife, But we neves

Wacril them

You know we tree [or trave

»
g

the very roots that hold the tree deeply in the
earth? It's exactly like thay with people.”

[he feeling that Australia can'i quite control

Awsdraiia af 20§

CROCODILE LOVER Lew Bellinger of Humpty
Lo, Northern Territory, once bageed crocs

s | i i
[ i HYIng, but turied Cimsrmyvationisi when

v in the 19604

r|'||.'!|' rZ'|I.'I'J|'.'-I..'"- Ila'uli- '-;I:.JI"EII

s own destiny sull produces cynicism and
We are @ |.|-I|'!.
oherrved |||'|E Kirk, chairman of the Bii cniEnn
al Aui
tennial is 10 oy w stir nationalism

SAYS S hien Murray-Smith. who [ounded

|
FIFET s Cvoical nation

iy, "and one of the alms {or the bicen-

anid still edits Overland, Australia’s distinctive
Mo country in the world

knows as little about itself as Ausiralia

1
ISRy magalinge

Disagreement exists as to which date is traly
AlEirala s nattonal day, James Cook's arrival
date 218 vears apo? The fimst governor's hoisting
ol the British flag near Sydney 18 yvears later (the
present Australia Day)? The dav in 1901 when
the six British colomies formed a federntion of

Lustralia ! Or the unknown dav bar in the mists

.1!.1 5



plant red gum seedlings on the famiiy 5
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of the past when the first people reached
Australian shores?

“The Austra loTmer
loreign minister Andrew Peacock. "l think it's a
character shrouded in an unnecessary modesty
which then becomes flerce when prodded
Unly rarely is the Australian prodded

Australians compiain ahout their “terrible
prablems” at the same time thar they enjoy the
luxury of not having to do anything drastic
.|E"'I.IIJ': ||'|I"|'||

L character ' milse

Australia oaf 2060

Cin the other hand the Adstralian retains his
sppealing candor and directness. People say
what they think, even abour race and religion
The language ol parliament, press, and public
life 15 close to the language of daily life

L AL £y
ner's The Children's Bach ar which the novelist
said in ber brief remarks: "I'm glad my parents
are here onight. This is the lirst of my book
launches they've been 1o The reason is that in
the past we didn't get on, but now we do.

“The cardboard-cutout establishment is jusi
witheringaway,  Senator Gareth Evans toldme
Today the establishment has to do mostly with
merit and push. Birth and land don’t matier
much any more

i the launching party [or Helen Gar-

EFT AND RIGHT have lost some of their
meariing. Both old-line left and nght
disappomnted by Australis
today. Yet wmong a younger generi-

OO0 NeW monivaiions stir ! |"i{l.'tl"ll.‘ll."_-"lLlllr-i_[I"Il.'

sl

young have [resh starting points and blend
idealism and interests, insights and blind SPOES
into their own social philosophy

|T':1|I!-_'1.'.'-."r]-.||!|"-11 rl'll'll'I[JI"‘-i.'I.‘-l"fl_‘-l.'lllﬂll.'rll'l"-li
1o stropele has grown
mocked than in my vouth. Even the | 4-year-old
girls 1 spoke with at Ascham School in Sydney
singled out successful entreprencurs sach as
Robert Holmes 4 Court—a Perth:based busi-
nessman who is perhaps Australin’s wealthiess
person—as worthy of sdmiration

The reexamination of the wellare state 1s
widespread, searching, and far trom over. Some
businessmen, tiring of a decade and more ol
-....I.:|'I'I|:.!|||"-]T'. l.'l.:I'1|"|i||!||_.-'l_ ATE !'Ir_l'l_-'alill-l.lrlé:. |[F| |.|__'|!' I!-'Il,hi-
ness values and [inding a plensing response
And the immigrant flow will not m the Il._'l[:-g
riin benetit the rade unions or the bearers of
Aunsiralia’s radical rraditions

Luceess 18 less alten

In the streels crime grows. At my home in
Mle
only i we were going away {or several davs
According to my mother that same house (s the
only one on a street of 20 that has not been
purgled In recent years,

On awall in Perth | saw scrawled “Feed The
Poor, Eat The Rich,” and anger and despair do

bourne during the 1 960s we locked the door
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on the Indian Ocean. Despite a quickened
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tury, Aussies too are a pretty land-back
lot savs author Ross Terrill “The maos
Australion thing you can do is fo lie on o
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Ausrralia s no longer in gredat danger ol heing
drawn into other natdons wars lar from its own
rerritory. But, be Tig small and much atfected by
world commodity prices, it cannot alone deter

mine is economic hedlth, Luck will be part ol

any economic recovery (o the ranks ol the
world's most prosperous nations thar Australia
may make in the 199¢0s

At their hicentennial. Australians see much

National Gepgraphic, Felrmuary 1988
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v become more awiare of
themselves as a unique civilization. And they
icddress with an extra determination some largs
unfinished msiks

Said Creig
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ion Burns, editor of The Age in
ol World War 11

“More peopie feel they know whiat this country

Melbourne and a veteran
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15 about than did when | was growing up.” A

leeling exists that the futare s open, that

Australia ar 200

i " - =
s thi |--I-_-I [

Ausiralia sl make 8 better
‘:.__r '.'Ju r!'I-I'I'.'_'- LITAnN |I.|_-- |"I- E'n -||II'|I-_' r'_l'-'r_".'.'::h;' e

In Sydney a8 Viethimese immigrant talked
£ ltwas sl
having visited thi
it lora winile, " 1es. Vet

about | 960 Saipon, then his hom
quite
city in 1965. He was sile

HATTE S JLUST ST AT

{";[[1 C volunterried
unlucky country”

|-:| i|:|:- .l'.l".|:|.lf.'.l|.| .|5|l| SUTELY D TREARY OEnN
ers. Australia s sl a lucky counmry D







*ro Herl, arfisi

M Huirk E. Cagmeron G, Cassly, swimminers

- A
T T g o BN

Sir Froncis Baort, Chied Justice of W, Alstralio

ixerdel Wy yed oty Kearney, frainet; Levry Speio, oy

Photographs by MICHAEL O'BRIEN




I you'd like to
know more of me
inquire at the pub at
Tennant Creek
or at any drover’s camp
or shearing-shed,
or shout any bloke in
any bar a drink,
or yarn to any bloke
asleep on any beach:
they'll tell you
about me. . . .

|11 I'|I.|| Ll rI-.' (1]

tracition. stochman

Danny Perry. 23 15 thi

only year-round hired
hand on the Mumdal
Estate, a 4.000-acre
'-|I]|".'|"-' station outside
Hamilton, Victoria
Here he shares his

MoLercyi ||-|' WILY ‘I.'u"-

L'II'I e, Mate




ET tAN MUDIES lines reflect the ethnic
rootstock of Australisns. Running
away, running oward, compelled to
go, gambling w go, they were first
people thrown together. From the ranks and
chains of the convicted, they walked out on the
land as drovers, shepherds, shearers, farmers,
cowboys. Where the land was verdant, they be-
came “kings in grass castles” and, where it was
not, stones in cemeteres tended by the wind

Later they came as settlers and hopeful min-
ers chasing after gold and smayed on as masons,
grocers, brewers to satisty a thirst thatstill ranks
Austritlia first in alcohol consumption among
English-speaking peoples. A few, like Ned Kel-
Iy, became bushrangers who, in view of the past,
were romanticized and beloved.

And nearly all of them were white —Anglo or
Celtic, sometimes with chin uptilted claiming
bluer blood, or spreading ruddy broad over o
Bluer collar. From the January day in 1788
when the first convict ships dropped anchor
until the lascarrived in 1867, some 45,000 Irish
prisoners were transported. Their progeny are
prominent in much of Australia.

Others wo came early. American James
Mario Matra had sailed with explorer James
Cook, and it was his idea to Iound a penal colo-
ny in New South Wales. An [taltan joweler
named Brentam helped stirt the great gold rush
of 1851 by selling a nuggettoan Enghish seacap-
tain. Italtans came in numbers to mine gold and
later to cutcane in the hot north, and their de-
scendants today are the largest group alter the
British and the lrish.

Followed by Greeks, who first appeared in
1829 as Brinsh convicts who had been sen-
tenced on Malia for piracy. The gold rush
brought others— from Ithaca and Kythrea and
Kilimnos, island spice in the blood of an island
continent

MNow, #s Ross Terrll reports in the previous
article, one ol every three newcomers is Astan,
and the demographic mix isdue foranotherstir.
But thee vast majority of Australiansand the ma-
trix of their choaracter remain overwhelmingly
British and lrish.

The older among them sull hup-hup-hurray
on Anzac Day, while the younger go off to the
movies (o watch anti-imperial lilms like Gallip-
oli and Breaker Morant and tell anti-British, or
pommy, jokes

Inthe films, they seein the faces of acrors like
Mel Gibson, Olivia Newton-John, and Paul Ho-
gan the visage that the world came to know in

tenmnis stars like Rod Laver, Ken Rosewall, John
Newcombe, Roy Emerson, Evenne Goaolagong,
and Pat Cash and in golfers like Bruce Cramp-
tor, David Graham, and Greg Norman.

Familiar, informal, artractive, open, bur dif-
[erent—a kind of not-American American, a
not-English Englishman. The dilference is
underscored by the accent, for early on class-
less Austraha had unclipped the language
aniel llattened out the vowels and kicked the
ends of sentences up into questions, rather than
shadow the dowrmward drawl of a duke.

lts speakers are more egalitarian than the
English und more unified than the Americans.
The Sydney taxi driver expectsa single passen-
ger 1o ride tn the front seat; the waitress seldom
expects a tip with its vague whitl of condescen-
sjon, managers are apt to wear their sleeves
rolled up and ambitions down for fear of being
labeled a “tall poppy.”

Egalitarian, but still with the male more
equal, though things are inevitably changing
Theanimated faces of spornts fans —cheering the
mayhem of Australian Rules foothall, Thor-
cughbreds wming for home, 12-meter yachts
with spinnakers straining for the America's
Cup—are those of men und their mates, male
buddies. Ivisatradition thatmay go back 1o ear-
liest times when, as John Pringle notes, "men
couldn't choose their (fends: they were all in it
up 1o the neck wogether ™

Where does that leave the Australian wiom-
an? Often more tsolated than her man in terms
of the general society. She oo sulfers from his-
wry, when the hirst women put ashore were
reputed to be, unfairly, the harvest of English
brothels

“Men etther do not want o mlk to me or do
not know how,” says o modern woman.

And what of the first Australians, the Aborigi-
nes who arrived 40,000 and more years ago?
Stanley Breeden and Belinda Wright examine
the survival of the old ways and the impact of
the new, in the concluding articles of this issue

Ausrralions seem (o be moving ever closer toa
new national wdentity, a truly separate people
composed of many parts but distinet Malcolm
Muggeridge once remurked: “To be fair to Aus-
tralians, they don't afford excessive respect to
anybody.” But, through sperts and business and
politics and the arts, they are requiring more
respect from the world than ever before—
“a-walizing Matilda™ toward a furare their fore-
bears could not have dreamed of in their own
version of the old Dreamtime

— JIISEPH JUDGE
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Matriarch of Murndal,
Marcia Winter Cooke
Ituj..‘-_'*-i J]L'F edse Elli!e'
library of the house
whose beginnings date
to 1838, Her son,
Samuel, is the fourth
generation (o manage
the station, one of the
large estates that form
the backbone of
Australia’s -i||1|'f'_r'r dand
cattle industry
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"Wouldn't be doing

anything else,” says
Rick Seymour, d
slaughterman at the
government-owned
Homebush Abattoir
Corpordation in “f-j,-l.fﬂf‘x'.
He started at age 16,
washing out the plant
after school. Seymoun
is among the 57 percent
of the nation’s work
force that holds a
unton card.
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Poised beyond their

years, Crista Haas and

Russell Crowe, both 11,
were one of 135 couples
competing in a Sydney
dance festival last July.
Bespangled and crisp of
crease, they performed
the waltz, foxtrot,
quickstep, and Latin
and new vogue dances.
Several ballroom
dancing competitions
are held in Sydney
alone almost every
weekend.










Grentlemen at their
club. .-"r]':{f'. Cren. Allan
Charles Murchison.
standing, and Maj
T{'ﬁ_";' White r'H_iir‘J‘_l. (
game of snooker at
Svdney's Royal Auto-
mobile Club— the home
also of the Imperial
Service Club for active
and retired military
During World War Il
Murchison rose from
lance sergeant to lieuten-
ant colonel by age 27







“Qutrageously brilliant,”
a critic called Brett
ﬁn\rllhf.ftflll'_'g.. ane 15]'
Australia’s premier
artists. Primarily

known for his paintings,
Whiteley poses in

his studio with sculptures
that include an open-
mouthed shark and female
figures made of
mangrove wood.



Thirty-seven years d
miner, Kevin Harris
ends his8 am. to

3 p.m. shift at the Zinc
Corporation Mine
Broken Hill, New South
Wales —site of the
world’s richest silver-
lead-zinc deposit. In
this land of immense
mineral wealth, Kevin's
family has paid a high
price: "Been three
Harrises killed in the
mines,” he says.
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Dressed in whites,

Joyce Coulton, left, and

Melva Stephens help
keep a bit of British
heritage in Australia.
“Lawn bowling is a
very good game for
companionship and
sportsmanship,”
Coulton says. “lf you
win, it's a bonus.” She
and her partner are
from Whyalla, South
Australia, and travel
throughout the region
to touwrnaments.
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Children
of the First Fleet

Banished to the farthest corer of the earth, a cargo of British
convicts inuugumh'.ri a nation when they landed at Svdney on lanuary 26, | 788
Une of those aboard the infamous First Fleet was Matthew EL'rr;i.nl[Jlr'mm
transported for stealing two lawbooks, Despite near starvation and harsh
punishments, Matthew served his term and went on to settle the land. He and his
wife, Elizabeth, raised nine children, the beginnings of a prolific family line,
Photajournalist John Everingham here recounts his ancestor’s
stary and visits with many of his Australian relatives

AR
JOHN EVERINGHAM

PAINTING BY
ROY ANDERSEN






THE CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
Jof Matthew Everingham, as
recarded at London’s Old Bailey
mmﬂu‘:hﬂwhmdmﬂ
For aftempiing to pawn two
lﬂlﬂhhh o an ati
the lad, ﬂﬂljﬁwﬂ mﬂ.ﬂﬁn
tranqﬂﬂﬂl SEVOR years.
years' imprisonment in
:thuﬂmn:hrﬁmmﬁrﬁmm
ane: of 7T convicts loaded into
the dark holds of 11 ships that
siled on May 13, 1787. Ship's

er Wiﬂhtm Bradley painted
ﬂr.ﬂrﬁmi in S}JI'Mj

iﬂr! h!ﬁ:wimhﬂmr#
ley's can still be seen carved om
niﬁwﬂﬂ_ﬂ'

Re-creating that
ujuzwmushw i Emglard
Jase July to arrive in Australia for
the célebration. The
flext here rounds Cape Horn.

MICHELS BT, MAE BEOE. | ANDYE 1z NAVID THSSEY (LIFT I, SFTGNELL APERARY, SFEmit | HELim |




HUuMAN BEFUSE in Britain, colony
bublders abvoad, a work gang in
Sydney is depicted inan 1530
I'i[hngruph Hq:frlrr transporting
wits abolished in 1868, 162000
convicts had been sent out o
Awstralia, In Tosmania, where
thie comvict system was partic-
ularly harsh. fetters and hoods,
worn by recalcitrant eriminals,
are displayed in Port Arthur’s
partly restored prison

CC A comvicTi THars TERRILE" My friend's face contorted with a
mix of sympathy and suppressed horror. Ud just mentioned,
over the notse of a dinner party, thatmy ancestor had been
a convict —mentioned it my Australian way, with a tinge
of First Fleet pride, But he missed that, for this was Banghkok, Thai-
land, a royal Jand where rink and pride are one. "You should dig
deeper,” he said. "With a name like Everingham, surely you could
find a lord back there,” Mavhe, but Australians do like their convicts.
It was July 1784, wrigl number 775 in London’s Old Bailey court
Judge Rose passed a stem, crime-callowsed Jook aver the membling
lad af 14 or 15, charged with stealing two liwhooks
“The prisoner’s defense?” demanded the judge The boy could
scarcely brave a glance up through his matted, dirty hair.

“I was in great distress . " whispered Matthew James Ever-
ingham, my sncestor and founder of a small dynasty on a far lace of
the earth.

“Ouily! ™

“In great distress” described a large portion of Georgian London’s
poputation. England shuddered with social nirmoil. The industrial
revalution had created a new class of urban poor, hungry and bitees
in their back-alley hovels, Crime Hourished, and the elite’s repri-
<al — the iron fist of law —wis severe wo the extreme

he court transcript recorded voung Matthew Everingham’s pen
alty succinctly: "Transponed for seven years.

[ransported. Discarded from his motherland, crammed into the
dorke, airless hold of a tiny sailing vessel, Scarborpugh, Matthew and

Natwmal Crengraphic, Pebraary 1988







75 other petty cnminals spent @1ght months 4s Cargo Carcasses
EXPOrie
That distant share Dt

to the unimaginable, larthest edge of the world

seert atily one other English vessel, lames

Cock’s Frdeavour (i 1770 No land survey had been made. It was
quite 3 shock when that First Fleet of 11 little vessels mally arrived
ATl d found the rich soil and CPCTE JraEssy lands ol their expectations ti
be thin, rocky hills dense with wiry, inhospuable bush

The convictscut the rocky surface, bur crops didn't grow. Seven ol
the colony's eight cattle escaped. Aborigines, though often [rendly

would occasionally spear an BHwary . alonist. The Heet had brought
twi yeirs of supplics, but morn than rwo vedrs later netthes =l.!ll'!'-
ship nor news had arrived from England. When five "I"|1" finally
rerimcted Svidnev Haorbour's heade, Matthew may have been one ol the
iubilant rashing to preet them. While one carried some stores, others
brought only convicts—another 739 pitiful mouths 1o leed

Fhe oy settlement was stunned by the battered, starving women
NS E .|'!._'_r_=|:| ke listless sacks from the stinking hiolds il the hell ."'EIJF‘-
"'.|'l"r||.“:r anie of the Second Fleet. The desd and the near dead were

dumpe A ashore Some 160 had been .|I'1['l.---:'- cif 4t sea
Among the 341 survivors of Neptune, Matthew Everingham lound
Elizabeth Rimes. about 17, whian e weortild marry seithin a vear. O

aur lamillv's convict ancestress, [I.Il'l'l'*"i’-l.'l] for stealing a blanket and

sheet, Matthew loter wrote: “A most excellent woman FUATE W
deed 1o be found in this Colony for the generaliicy

of them lisgrace the very

:‘.||r||-r|.4|'|||'|'|.‘.rl'i"ll;|- February 1985



mame of Weman.”™ The violence of Australia’s birth left chousands
more dead until the lastof 162,000 transported convicis were landed

in 1868

back my own experiences of man's réadiness 1o justify violence
against others. Matthew lived at the whim ol hrutil guards, ready
o #dminister punishment—including execution—on minor pre-
text, My experience was war, but 1 understand well the convict sense
that one's life is completely at the mercy of someone who would take
great pleasure in the killing
T'he first time | wis held captive was February of 1972 The Vier-
nium War had spilled [ull-blown into neighboring Laos | was there
photographing U 5. bomb damage when Communist militia lorces
ok me prisoner. They knew nothing of Australians or photojour-
nalists; to them | was an American “professional bomb dropper.™ 1
was cursed at, spit upon, and marched mile upon mile with a carbine
pressed into my back by a menacing guiard—a nervous boy of per-
haps 12 years. His hatred was obvious, so too was his eagerness to
make his first kill. | survived captivity for a month, that time, by
allowing a quiet submission (o overtake me. My #ncestor, I'm sure,
survived seven years with the same caleculuted submission of spirit.
Despite the gruelmg voyage, the servitude, and one recorded flog-
ging—273 lashes lor “drunkenness and falsehood™ — Matthew

IHMHMHHIE; MYSELF i the savagery of Matthew's times brought

‘;f wrote in 1789 1 have now two vears and seven months
S s remain a convict and then 1 am at liberty to act as a free bam
ot Englishman ought to do, ond sincerely hope | may never

e more abuse that liberty, oo severely have | felt the effect. |
- o yet but young only 19 and 1 think If spares my health
:”r,_ I shall not be one jot the worse for being rransported

Ihe man his leters were addressed wo? Samuel
Shepherd, the lawyer whese books he had siolen

» ﬂ'"'"""'""’

o oA

g e Remorse i the severity of Matthew's punish-
gt ment apparently prompted Shepherd 10 begin
s #9 2 correspondence
, o P A return to England, ships permitting, was
-~ = i otfered by the colonial governor when Mat-
oot .--"'5:?; ’ thew's term expired —or, alternatively,
&;F £ land on which o serde: 1 memed settler
e Lttt at the Ponds,” Marthew wrote, “on con-
?ﬁ: fﬂ?f :
e / .;'. ﬁu_..rr'* diticn of his supporting me 18 months
£ 22/, ; in provisions and clothing . . . pretty
— y, {;4:1-{ FL e well inured to hard work and having

un agreeable partnes The first
Six months every thing seemed to
run against me my crop failed my
Daughter died and my wife hung
on my hands very Ill . . . the whole
Colony wiis almost Starving. . . .~
The 50-acre land grant awarded
Matthew at Parramatta was the 1 2th in
Australian history, 1t was hard farming.

He and Elizabeth evenmally moved and set the lamily's roots in

the serene, fertile valley of the Hawkeshury River to the north.
The Australian colony was just eight years old: All atempts 1o

/Pf"fﬂg}l | =

Children of the First Fleer

REPENTANCE for hic crime
abounds in the letters that
Matthew Everingham wrote to
Samiuel Shepherd, the London
attarney from whom he stole the
two lawbooks. Chronicles of
hardship and hope, the letters
spanned Matthew's early life in
Australio amd testify to the
stromg bond that developed be-
tween the former plaintiff and
defendiant. Because Matthew was
one of the few convicts able to
redd and write, the letters offer
it valugble perspective on condi-
tions in New South Wales in i
first years. The original letters,
probably cross-written in horn-
zontal and vertical lines o
comserve paper, were liter
copied in England,
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cross the mountiin barrier that walled Syidney on the coastmal plain
had failed. But Matthew and two companion explorers tackled the
mountains by a pew toute. The awe of Australia’s great untouched
spaces that emerges from his writings rings lamiliar. Seven geners-
tions later it's a primary emotion, next to family, that constantly
draws me back to that vast and lonely, soul-soothing continent

Inthe Everinghams’ rough pioneer hut below the mountiins, nine
children were raised on corn, damper bread, and the fearof God. A pi-
ous evangelism set son George 1o become one of the first Australian-
hom preachers, and for generations colored the family tree

A cormpptmilitary government bled former prisoners, now "emin-
cipist” settlers. Floods bunkrupted the Everingham tarm Ahorigines
swept aut of the bush, spearing both Matthew and Elizubeth before
<ucloing and torching their home

THEY HAD FLASH, ™ it was sald of
the champion Sackville cricket
team, which boasted three

Aboriginal Everinghams, photo-

griaphed around 1912: Sidney,
far lefe, Dack, far right, and
Charlie, second from right. All
were descended from a son of
Muatthew Everingham who
cohabited with an Aborigine
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I he L'-.':::'l_|:||_-_1lh.1_i'|'5'-_- survived, and more. Matthew had written th
Sumuel Shepherd in England in 1796 that tor "the many comlorts
we enjov here, much more than we deserve and the melanchily
accountwe had here of the afiairs of Europe (il troe) we have great
reason to thank the Almighty.

Life in the colony had become so anractive by 1820 thar paupers in
London were committing crimes in hope ol being transported. Free
settlers followed, working farm by farm with emancipists. Bonded
convicts, assigned o both, shared their lood and houses, and some-
times their daughters. Betsy Everingham married her brother's ser-
vant, convict Charles Butler, later hanged for murder, reminding me
that not all convicess were harmless victims of brutal laws

National Gesgraphic, Felruary 1988




Aborigines atncked more European intruders on their Hawkes-
bury territories. The settlers fought back with muskeis, but their
cruglest weapon s said w0 have been poisoned four. Within
decades rempant blacks clung pathetically 1o the fringes of white
society. By most accounts Matthew's son John, a loner, at home with
the bush and the Aborigines, futhered son Ephraiin with Mildred, a
black, prafting an Aboriginal branch 1o the family tree

Only the newhorn egalitarian spicit (that set Australia apart from
class-conseious Mother England would permit the nexestep in Mat-
thew's 1ife: At age 47 he was appointed disirict consrable

On Christmas Day, 1817, he and another policeman were sent 1o
seize o rum-smuggling ship on the river. Matthew was on hoard
guarding the abandoned ship. And there begins a fumily argument
unsettled tothis day. Dhd he fall overboard and drown because he had
tukien a nip of the cargo? “Christmas Day," say some, “why not?”
“Grarony told me e was hit on the head by the rum smugglers. 1
swed toir,” 92-vear-old Horman Everingham avers

T'wo things make Marthew the best documented of the Fies: Fleer
convicts: First, he could write; then there’s Val Ross. This 53-year
ald historian is a woman of the 20th century whose life ts ted 1w a
man of the 18th—her ancestor Matthew Everingham. Val's four
books on Matthew and his descendants cost her 15 laborious years
For about 7000 Everingham' descendants spanning Australia—
more thim 90 percentof them from Matthew's issue — the newly pop
lar game, “find the ancestor,” is now as easy as Hlippmg pages.

throughout Australia. Thanks 1w Val Ross's genealogical

spadework | have been able 1o track down many of them
[} There's Adem Everingham (page 244), the boyish, dynamic Syd-
ney chel and restauratenr who dropped out of school at 15, ver plans
to become a millionaire —and probably will —from marketing what
he calls the world's first infallible soufflé mix. Chef’s Soufllé sold
miore than 70,000 servings in the first six months in Australin: Adom
15 now being wooed by London agents, and million-dollar contracts
are being discuseed with UL S, interests
& Cattlernan Hubie Everingham calls Alpha home. Just n railhiead i
a dusty space carved out of the brigalow scrub in central Queensland,
Alpha 1s the only town I'm ever likely to see where the Smiths and
Joneses combined are outnumbered by my relatives:

“Nobody "round here picks a light with an Everingham” insists
Hubie, his face as matter-of-fact straight as a crooked nose allows.
Hubie's reputation is pure Wild West, earned with 32 broken bones.
He's fallen off a windmill, rolled three cars, been rolled by horses, and
ity s younger days was no stranger to brawls at the local pub. Wires
and steel plates hold bones together, and recently he had open-heart
hypass surgery

“And sull.” bernoans wite Joan, "he drinks Hike two fish ~
(3 Juhn Everingham (how strange 1o share the same name with an-
other!) is prowling the small dairy-larming town of Kyvogle with a
slogan hung around his neck. It's election day, and he wants o adver-
tise his own concerns: The sign says, “For God and the Family.”

John's a dairy farmer, butsays he is compelled to work “to see godly
principles established in Australia. Um grieved by the loss of Chris-
tinn ethics. Ausiralions are following the sell. not God.™

BI ACK AND WHITE, the Everingham descendants are scantered

Children of the Fuorst Fleer

SUOFETEEE TLOREERDE aiLmEiin

A THIRD-GENERATION Muatthew,
“Pepper Mat,” s seen with his
bride. Sarah Jones, in a wedding
picture from 1834 By then there
were so many Matthews in the
Everingham famtly, they needed
nicknames to distinguish them.
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When the farm started interfering with his mission to spread the
word of God, he began selling off land. In 1981 his calling took him to
Hong kong. There he and an internatonal group of volunteers load-
ed a million Bibles aboard a barge and sailed for the Chinese main-
landd When they hit the beach on their nighttime smuggling mission,
10,000 Chinese Christians were waiting

“Everinghams are cither as ungodly 25 vou can get. or else are very
holy men,” simmarizes John the preacher,

0 When Dr. Doug Everingham was being sworn in as Australia’s
minister of health in 1972, he refused to “swear by Almighty God.”
“T'm a practicing atheist,” he 1old me. He wok an oath instead. The
G4-year-old physician’s strong dislike for “the personification of the
force of natare . . as God™ has made himn a vocal opponent of orga-
nized religion, Today, semi-retired, he remains comminted 1o com-
munity health, birth control, and abortion on request.

€1 Paul Everingham, a still young 43, was o ger-things-done Alice
springs lawyer of only 35 when he became chief minister of the
wvorthern Tervitory —as vast as three Californias; its 150,000 people,
though, are well outnumbered by wild buffalo, camels. and huge
crocodiles that feast from time to time on their human neighbors.

“lhuiltthree towns,” he tells me, just three days alter retiring unde-

feated, “but you can’t see the things Fm most proud of 1 got self-
government or the territory and updared the 1860 criminal code, it's
now the most moder in the country.”
0 Had not Dianne Everingham been a product of the 1960sand '70s
cultural upheavals, I'd never have found her in Sydoey. Dumne and
her “mate” of 11 years, Stan, parents of two children, have never mar-
ried. Nor has she changed hername. “We think of it as a lifetime rela-
tlonship. Bur we're aware other things can happen,” says Dianne
O Kathleen Everinghim is being given her larewell from life in a
solemn service at the old church clesé by Matthew's original land
grantatthe Ponds: Yetitis her mourning sister who reminds just how
thoroughly this “convict” family has infiltroed every nooke of the
nation. ‘Alma Everingham is also the Roman Catholic nun Sister
Mary Francis Regis.

N THIS SOCIAL PATCHWORK that a convict’s offspring have

sewn over Austrulis, where do 1 it in? Representative, |

believe, of Australia’s furure directions— growing closer 1o

our Asian neighbors than our relatives in far-oflf Evrope, through
travel, trade, and, ves, through the mixwure of culture and race

That brings me back to the Bangkok dinner party, and my friend's

concern lor my heritage. There were prominent Lords Everingham in

the 14th century—ane of them was the keeper of Sherwood Forest

Are they my direct ancestors? Maybe

But 'm Australian, 20th century, and U'm proud that ot least one

ancestor was a First Fleet convict . =

BEANCHING OUT from the Hawkeshury Valley near Sydney
In the 1860s, many Everinghams sought greener pastures in
the subtropical river valleys of northern New South Wales
Near Taree, tall forests provided timber for a family coach-
butlding business (top) early in the century Today, near

the Queensland border, two Everingham families grow
bananas and fatten cattle alimg Terania Creck (left)
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Ceeprge wnad Joam Evermgham

Rirk Everbigghom
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I'|.I|Il|| I"-a-'"ll:_|.u"l- [Fick, Damom, anid fleovan Ever trgincm
fed MR ING: THE CONTINENT |!|:I in Sl the veason wiiy desc el .Il rrrt McifiHew
Matthew Everingham s muany Everinghdams milgraled Everingham s eldest daughie
descendants todiy rum b Somme wenl west fo the rich ran cattle across the contiment fo
iome 7,000 Upholding the fam .P::'IWE:;JIH£-|-I'J“ Lawersian the Kimiberlew recion of Westorn
(v meome o the Haw ke sbrry atithack near Alpha Working Lastra i !I'll!-l-\!].llll thett heritame
River, Bert Everinghant builds alone, Dick Everimgham and which included an outlaw bush-
race boats: He and his two sons i sion, Bevan, ralse cattle o ranger or (wo, stafe pariiameni
higve hroken several Austratian 36,000 acres of sorubland, which' member Ernie Bridge —seen ar
speed records. "We're luchy if they mst comtinually clear with an Aborigiral land rights cere
|||I H i I|'|"|r!|!J-'I. s .“"" VEHTrS i .:l_'1|'||.'.l.'rl MOy —15 l||'!-!-:1-|||'. FRFL -.--..|-: |J |I'-
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first Aborigine to hold o cabinet pactaged sonfflé Like many Everingham says, "1 have a nice
sedl, he 1s also the lead singer in Everinghams he interviawed, thi feeling that [ come from ool
his family band, which has re- author nofes that his parents comvict stock, ™ and hopes those
leased four albums of Australion George and Joun, seen here ferd- visiting World Expo 88 n Bris-
biish ballads g parrots ot g Queenslond bane later Eilrr;._'.-."..u will drop by
Cther Evermghams include maturé preserve, are “totally is studio. Bill Everingham, a
Wayne. whose father, Ray, runsa  devoled to the outdoors. Mother plastic surgeon in Brishane re
b plantation o New South gors bodysurfing on Brishane's members: “When | was a bov, it
Wales near Lismore; and Adam beaches, well-meaning young wasnt fashionable to clatm con-
i Svdney restaurateur, who sirfers often try to rescuye he vicl ancestry. Now i1's became
hopes (o make o fortune with his Renowried Brishane artist Rick  very fashionable ]
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Changing Face

bt 2 1.”:".1'_ i"i i
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R e A “There is a laid-back and generous
Jeeling in Australia, and the new
immigrants have picked up that
attitude. . . . They gave me access
to their lives.”

HE SIGNS THAT HANG above Sydney's sidewalks
innounce the changing Havor of Australia’s largest

city, Sydneysiders whio eat their lunch on the move
now have thelr choice of Lebanese spiced lamb

Indonesian p--ll afe, ancd ltalian pizza —as well

as a cup of English chips
Australin has slways been & land of immigrants. Aborigines
arrived trom Southeast Asiaat least 40,000 yvears ago. The British

came in 1788, lollowed by Germans, Chinese, ltlians, Greeks

— .
el - i s

‘erviersely toranation that |-|r1_:._', reparded new settlers as the Keys

W success and security, the government pursued a “white Aus-
p tralin” policy for almost three-quarters of this century. Only
since 1973 have immigrants been welcome without regard 1
race, nationality, or religion. Today some 20 percent of Austra-
lia's population of 16 mitlion is foreign-born. Asians lead in thy
number ol new immigrants— paralle

mg Australma’s prowing
it its economic future is tied to its FEgHON. LUTrren|
national policy also gives precedence w refugees and immi-
grants with [amily members already living in the country

AWEIEHIESsS 1

Award-winning photojournalist Mary Ellen Mirk took he

cameras to the suburbs of Sydney, seeking the faces of Ausira
lin’s birst immigrants and the larest. She was welcomed o wed
dings and unerais, schools and homes. In the community of
Cabramatta, called "Viemnamana®™ by some Sydneysiders, she
photographed these Viemamese brathers in theirapartment, the
witll adorned with 4 clock in the shape of their homeland

“Ine oldest brother, Hai, 28, on the right, was raising all the
younger kids. Wearing identical pants s Khail, 18, with his
girlfriend Uyen. Their fricnds would come aver, and
this wonderful clubhouse; sort of a crash pad for voung Viet-
namese.” Mark recalls. But like many refugees irom author-
larian regimes i Southeast Asin, this household s wary of

‘.-!Il: ¥ EI.|||

strangers. They refused o give Mark their lust name when she
visited, and later efforts to contact them were unsuccessful

In the lollowing pages Mark's photographs and commenis

caplure the reality, the jov, and the hm[];_ al Svdnev's et

COMM AUt es

LETIL

— ELIZABETH A. MOIZI
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“1 wanted to photograph people
who were immigrating Lo a
country because they had to. This
woman at the Sydney airport had
just arrived from war-torn Lebanon.”






“These young Maltese girls, posing in front of their parents’
wr;.!'{!ing pf[nnr, gotod school with an uum:ing ethnic mix.”

PROLD IN THEIR UNIEORMS. Tanva III'|'1r
and Sanva [onna .i'.'l."lill 51 Mary's
Primary School in Erskineville, wher
half the students are from minorit
ethnic groups, including Southeas!
Agians Lepanese ||"'-"|'I-'|'_!41"-|' Italans,

e o, Pl
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“These sisters of the bride were waiting to be presented to the
guests. 1 loved the Lebanese. They are very warm. Each family

is an enclave unto itself.”

ENGULFED IN FINERY, mid-of-hono
Lody Ethlou, right. and bridesmaid
Gloria will join the reception line
greeting guests ab a subuirban wedding
Originally from 1 r['f_luiflI the Elhlous
have been in Australia for 22 years
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“He looks angry, but he is just
playing with the kid. It shows how
pictures can lie. Despite the
degradation of the area, Redfern
has a lot of force and power to it.”




IN THE HEART of Sydney's Redfern district, Aborigine Charlie Coffee plaviully grabs

his cousin Michey Hickey, “We were just muckin’ around, " Charlie said. Reminis
cent of New York Ciry's South Bronx, this section of Redfern wears a facade of de-
CLEY, "._f"”:i'r” N3 I_J-”:'“hl"' y ari llll'-"'l lI'Il'lI i I|| r'f_rhlllll"_'-"- i'1|'|'"-|El.-i||'.' ='r'f'|-"|I Iil|!|- fdlrhermoom

when alcohol takes its toll and 200 4 Cars l'_il (ppression rises (o Fh YHT AL




“The girl with the black eve
tore at my heart. She had
been kicked in the face by
her boy[riend. It seemed
symbaolic of what can happen
to women, particularly
in a group that is under-
privileged and suffering —
the way a lot of urban
Aborigines are.”

- " — - " . 1 - i |
EFTANCE seems o wash the faces

lack-eyed Marilyn Cargill and het

friend Rene Riley, passing fime in the
back alleys of Redfern. Although there
seems a growing awareness throughout
Australia of the injustice dane to Abar-
igines, along with a recognition of then
land claims, both wrban and rural resi
dents siruggie to survive with dignily
Ther life expectancy is 36 yedrs, infant
r.'l'rl-lllllll'. 4 rr.I':n' i nagflonal rale

andd unemployment s six times os high










“The exuberant Greeks. After a recital of Greek dances and lots
of wine and beer, it began to get wild and funny.”



“One of my surprises was the Muslim school, with girls wearing
head coverings. This five-year-old sits on a prayer sheet.”

AN ALTERNATIVE to secular and Christian
schools, the Nur Muslim Primary School
wats established in 1983 In addition to
standard subjeets, students learn the
Koran and Arabic. Local resistance has
forced the school to move ning times, some-
times to private homes, once to a tent.




“Mother Michaila was born in Russia in 1898. She told me she
had dressed as a boy to fight in World War I, where she lost an
arm. Pictures of Jesus cover the walls of her convent room.”

A NEWCOMER (o Austraiia, Mother Michalla
arrived via Germany and Brazil at the
Russian Orthodox convent in Kentlyn in
1979, The community numbers 13 four

women fave joined in the past two years
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“1 alwavys feel strange going to d

stranger’s funeral. Both family and
patients grieved for Yang Chan Rong.
a Chinese herbalist and acupunctur-
ist, who was one of the boat people
from Vietnam.”



I‘_-—-_

A TIME OF SORROW unites new immigranis and Ausivalian friends, At the funeral of
Yung Chan Rong, 53, his eldest daughter, Ling Xido, carries his picture, his son
David Ling Zen a bowl of joss sticks. Mr, Yang's family was originally from Canton
Ching, but lived in Vietnam for 36 years. In 1978 the Yangs abandoned their posses-
sions and fled. Half the family found sanctuary in Malgysia, and — after 17 months
in a refugee camp—emigrated to Sydney




“I found many newcomers
wanting desperately to fit in.
When this little girl grows
up, she will undoubtedly
have a strong Australian
dccent.

CHILD OF TWO CULTURES: Cradied in th
arms of her father, Botmarith Mao, stx-
month-old Lecka wears a Western-sityis
dress for the wedding of her qunt tn the
suburh of Carramar. The family [led the
illing fielis” of Kampuchea in 1980,
FIving 1 Aushraiing o yedar ||._'| F Wil
[had refugee camps. The wedding of
opheap Mao and Fong Cheltra Kee
Flended Australian and Cambodian
the bride wearing barh traditional and
Western weddimyg altire for the Hud-
thist and civil ceremonies. Sopheap
maile six dress changes during the diy

long Celebration
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student ashed for her ball back, and in the resulting tussle he fell in the pla veround
English is -|':|.'.'. kly picked up in school, Adults make slower progress, often facing

waiting lists for classes to learn the language of their new homeland




“I thought this Filipino boy who had
just started attending St. Mary'’s
Primary School was homesick, but
he was upset because a girl had
taken a ball away from him.”
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By STANLEY BREEDED
Photographs by
BELINDA '."-.|||- H1
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Austrahans

lands 1o create Kokad |".:.=':.'.-:..'. Park for the benefit of all. s wildlife is depteted in magni)

gaileries '_'."ull'.'.,.Ilu"-"-'|-: art, testimony Lo the continent's ancient cultur
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cartiest works may be 33,000 vears old. s total of some 5.000 rock-art sites
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E COME LIFON the
rock suddenly. It
towers above us,
weather-beaten
sandstone 500 yards in circum:
ference and 7% feet high. Strange
beings, fish, and other animals
stare down from the walls, im-
ages in red and yellow ocher
painted by # long-forgoten artisy
A human skull and other bones
lie in a small cavern

This'is Malangangerr, in Aus-
tralin’s Kakadu National Park
(map, page 274), continuously
inhabited for more than 23,000
years. Only ten or twelve years
ago people still lived here —an
Aboriginal people called the
Gagndju

Locking carefully at the floor
of the cavern, we see Stone spear-
points, scrapers, and the bones of
the animals the people hunt=d
Owverlying these objects are more
recently used arnifucts: beer cans,
plastic battles, and corroded
hatteries.

On the walls, beside finely
drawn paintings ol fish and an
echidna, or spiny anteater, are
crude images of goats, pigs, and
bufialo, brought here for the first
ime about a hundred years
ago— dramatic evidence of one
culture’s retreat in the face of
snother.

In the silence of the now emp-
ty rock complex, the spirit of the
old inhabitants is still palpable
The ashes of their last fire seem
fresh. But the Gagudju have left
Malangangerr and now live else-
where in the park. Many have re-
lingquished their ancestral lands
altogether.

We feel an almost overwhelm-
ing sense of loss, for the Gagud-
ju's culture —a remnant of one
going back 40,000 years or
more — may well disappear over
the next [ew generations, a casu-
alty of human movement and
dimming memories

Mv wife, Belinda, and | spent
18 months in Kakadu filming a
National Geographic Television
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Special * Duning that tme we
discovered something about the
Gagudju's way of life, how they
viewed nature and their environ-
ment. The people slowly, befriend-
ed us and rold us what they call
“their story.”

For the lirst seven months we
fiimed and phowgraphed only
the wildlife: a pair of white-
bireasted sea sagles at their nest
trivm a blind on top of a 60-foo
wwer, huge crocodiles catch-
g fish in a billabong, Aocks of
hundreds of thousands of geese
feeding in a marsh, flving loxes
squabbling nosily in their day-
Line roosL.

We sat in blinds for hours,

I give you this story.
This proper, true story.
People can listen.

I'm telling this while
you've got time.

BIG BILL NEITHIE P
ALISTRALLIA'S KAKADLT MAN

sometimes days. We stopped o
look ut flowers and saw how the
brilliant gréeen-and-orange lori-
keets extracted their necrar, We
fished a little. At the galleries of
paintings we tried 1o make sense
of the many figures and patterns
Sowe becume immersed in the
Gagudju's world. And all the
tihe we were being watched and
appraised by one of the world's
most observant peoples.

HEN ONE DAY as we drive

toward the East Alligator

River, one of the elders
stops us: It is Big Bill Neidjie —
white huired, tall, and imposing.
In his deep, rumbling voice he
says, ] been watching you. You

= Australia’s Twilight of the
Deeamtime" will air an PBS TV on

Wednesday, February 10

have plenty time 1o st and watch
animals, think abour things; just
like Gagudju ™

We reply that it is really the
only way 1o get to know a place
well. In the course of the conver-
sation we ask him about the ani-
mils-and the rock paintngs.
Getting into his car, he siys,
“You come o my place. Cannon
Hill. We'll walk abouwt things. 11l
tell you my story.” Then he is off.
The ice Is broken.

The next day we go o Cannon
Hill, 1o Neidjie's camp out on the
floodplain. He is sitting cross-
legged under o shady tree. Sever-
al houses where his large family
lives stand around a clearing.

On thatday and many others
we spend with Neidjie, we talk
about the Gagudju's culwure,
their way of life. Neidjie also in-
troduces us to other elders, and
we talk 1o them about aspects of
their *story.” They show us spe-
cial paintings and sacred rocks
ang warer holes.

We had been e¢ly aware
that the cultore had lost much of
its vigor. But it came as a shock
to realize that the five elders we
came to know, and a few others
besides, alone know everything
that remains of the Gagud|u's
ancient culture This knowledge
has never been written dowm. It
exists only in the minds of these
[ew elderiy men. They are the
library of the Gagudju.

Big Bill Neidjie was the first to

sppromch  (Continued on page 276)

Nur.q PAINTING, Gagudju
clders insist, an image often
called the owl man by non-
Aborigines wis really made
by Djoewolk, a creator being
who assumed the form of a
cuchoo and left his outline

on & rock. Many muasterpieces
line the walls of this gallery,
Yuwenjgayay, revered as a
[Dreaming site. Tradition holds
that painting at such places
kept alive the power of the
Dreamiime

National Geographic, February | 988
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] ] ONOUED with world herttage

sife status and approaching the
stze of Alaska’s Denali National
Park, Kakadi — its name derives
from the word Gagdju—swreeps
over 6,600 square miles of the
Australian Contingnt’s Tap End
Near the park’s eqstern edpe rears
the Arnhem Land Escarpment and
Plateau (opposite], 1.6 billion
yeurs old, The jurting ¢l Jace
at upper center isa stie known as
Lightning Dreaning, made sacred
by Namarkon, the lightning muan
Habitats include froctured rock
plateaus, cucalyptus woodlands,
flovdplatns, btlabongs, and fidal
flats. Within thrive same 50 spe-
cies of mammaly (including a large
marsuptdl] pogulation), T3 of rep-
tiles, and 275 of birds — about a
third of Auxtralia’s bird species.
Spurring Kakadu's creation was
the discovery of uramum deposits
within these lands. The Federal
government excluded them from
the park but has so far allinwed
I.|-r|||'r' COLE e Lo L:'rl-fl.l.i[r.'.
Ancestors of the Ceagudju came
to Australia fromm Sopitheast Asia,
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[sland hopping when the sea level
waui lowered by an 1ce age. Mir-
roring d Stune Age scene, Nippes
Kapirigi (below, at right) watches
Bluey Hkire cleave a knife from a
quartzite block in his left hand,
hortmering with a stone in his
right. Of a total Gagudju popula-
tion of 330, fewer than half live
within the park.
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us, Then came George Mamin-
gum, gentle and courteous., yet

a good man with a spear, Un soine

points of memory Naminguim
called on his brother, Nipper
Kapirigi, a shight, straight man
with a prophet's tace Iramed
by gray hair and beard. Then

there was Big Bill's cousin Felix
Ivanuk, singer of song cycles
Finally, there was the artist Bluey
lkirr, younger than the other
imitiates, but a creative link to
the paintings we could see
Throogh their generosity ol

spirit these men opened their liv-
ing library to t1s. They told us
abhout Marrawtd, the sea eag
who snatches away the spiri
when a person dies; about
Djuway, the bowerhird, who
keeps the initiation ceremonies;
shout Gitiga, the crocodile, who
got the lumps on his back when
hie was blistered in a Hire

[hese elders speak limited
English. But even so, their words
spoken softly in short sentences,
have a poetic directness. Neddjle
has said, for example, "First
[white] people come to us, they
started and run our [ile
Ihey bring drink_ First they
should ask about fish, cave,
Drreaming, but
hey make school
Aborigime losing .

L

thiev rsh in
teach, Now
everything.”

guick.

To understand the Gagudin 1s
to understand their Dreamiime
Y S A "|-'I:Tf.' L L'ITI.'I'|'ﬂI"h' LI TER I:'I'rl. ({8
the Gagudju a simple one that
expluins the cohesion and inger
dependence of all living things.

“Preaming” and "Dreamtime”
are direct translations [rom the
Aborighnal words but; in fact
hawe little 1o do with dreams as
we know them. Dreamtime relers
o the beginnings of life and its
cCombimuation tnto |..||L' I-H'U.JIZE'

The late Silas Roberts, an
Aboriginal leader close to the

Gagudju, explained it this way;
“"Aboriginals have a special con
nection with evervthing that is
nafural. We see all things nat-
art of us. All the things
on earth we see s part human "

ural as

HE GAGUDJU creation story

is as follows: Long, long

ago, belore the Diream-
time, belore time could be count-
ed, the world had no shape; it
was soft and wobbly. Then, at the
beginning of the Dreamtime
Warramurrungundjl came oul of
the sea: A female being in human
form, she created the land and
gave hirth to the people. She gave
them their languages. Other cre
awor beings came — Ginga, the
giant ancestral crocodile, made
the rock country; Marrawutl the
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RJJ_'I-.I.'-.IE ROUGHSHOD info
Aboriginal culture, @ mounted
Ewropean may depict a member
of John McKinlay's party, which
scoted the Northern Territory
in 1866, Ludwig Leichhardt,
the first white man to write of
the region, reporied in 1843,
"The natives [locked around us
from every dirgetion”

e eagle, brought water lilies in
hix claws and planted them on
the floodplain.

Omce the great spicit ancesiors
had completed their creative
acts, they put themselves intw the
landscape, where they remain o
this day. Warmmurrungundji is a
white rock in the woodland,
Ginga is & rock outcrop textured
like a8 crocodile’s back. These
places are called Dreaming sites
and still contin the power and
energy of the Dreamtime.

In all these things, Neldjie
stressed, all living things are as
one. He said, "Earth our mother,
eagle our cousm. Tree, he is
pumping our blood. Grass is
growing. And water And we are
all one.” He added that when the
ancestral beings had completed
their creation, they old the
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people: “Now we have done
these things,; you make sure they
remain like this for all time. You
must not change anvining.
Thus the peaple were charged
with the custodiznship of the
land and all bving things. I is
what the Gagudju call "looking
alter the country.” The Dream-
time then 15 the cohesive force

that keeps man and his environ-
mernt in harmony. It has done so
for perhaps 2,000 generations
Life is as bountiful in Kakado
FIETW s Il ever was

Because they are an integral
part of nature and the land, be-
cause they are the land, Aborigi-
nal people cannor understand
why anyone would want 1o aleer
or destroy it—what would
amount 1o killing the life-lorce.
As one of them sald, “White man
got no Dreaming, Him go ‘nother
way, . . . Him got road belong
himsell." To the Aborigines it is a
road contrary to nature gnd leads
o eveniual destrucnon

Tor tell us their story, Neidjie
;,ll'le S ITHE -I'Ijl II:I-I' I.II']I.I:'I l't'.'J.-I.'.l'E- “:H.'lll-l-
us 1o special and sicred places
where few outsiders have been

One day George Namingum

takes us to Kakadu's outstand-
ing gallery of rock paintings at
Yuwenjgayay, Namingum, like all
the elders, does not know. his ex-
act age, but he must be in his
T0s. He is solt-spoken, but scirs
across his nose and cheek tell of
a hidrd life in the bash and on
cattle stattons. Seated in our car,
he directs us along a rutted dirt
rrack, then on faing wheel marks
heading wward the escarpment
For miles we drive through the
open encalypus woodland, Then
the country opets on a treeless
plain, and before us we see tow-
ering sandstone rocks

With barely percepnble hand
movements, Namingum guides
us across dry, steep-sided creek
beds, ever deeperinto the escarp-
mient. Abruptly we hit a rermite
mound, then ford & stream over
slippery boulders. Unce mote we
are surrounded by trees, Finally
the woodland ends at o wide
sandy stream shaded by the
weeping follage of mll paperbark
trees. The banks are steep and
made of loose sand, Even our
four-wheel-drive vehicle cannot
deal with that From here we
mizst wa bk

All three of us wre glad 1o hear
the songs of honey eaters. Pant-
Ing and sweating with the effort
of carrying heavy equipment up
the steep slope, we find ourselves
at last at the base of o sheer,
600-Toot clifl, and staring at us
from eve level are hindreds of
ligures — peaple, spirits, kanga-
roos, cranes, goannas, echidnas,
and everywhere fish, Painted in
red and yellow ocher and wiite
clay, the gallery —which s more
than 200 feet long—s alive with
all the crearures, real and imag-
ined, from the bush. We are
transtixed

We sit quictly on some large
rocks. Above us the pure notes of
awhite-lined honey eater's song
echo off the rock fuce. "Ah,” says
Namingum, “that’s the spirit ol a
woman calling our for her lover

"See that big barramundi fish

National Geographic, February 1988




averthere?™ he says eventually
“That was painted by my cousin
Najombolmi.”™ We move closer to
the paintings, and Namingum
tells something abour them. The
act of painting, together with cer-
tmin rituals, enstres that the ani
mals will alwavs be available
both as food and for the people's
Dreamings, thelr moems

These rock paintings of Ka.
kadii—and there are many thou-
sands — are among the wonders
of the world, Anthropologists
and archaeologists estimare that
the oldest artwork dates back at
least 20,000 years —and some say
33,000 This arnistic radition
continues, but nowadays Aborig-
inal artists paint mainly on bark
Painting on rocks virtoslly
cexsed abowut 13 vears apo

Namingum says that the carli-
est paintings —delicately brushed
images of man and animals —
wicre not done by peaple. They
were painied by the mostly
triendly and shy Mimi spinis
“The Mimis showed Aboriginal
weople how 1o hunt kangaroos,
how (o paing, and many other
thungs. You ask my brother
Rapirigi — he knows"

LUEY ILKIRE is gnoe of the
last painiers still working
in Kakadu He lives deep

im the bush with his wile, Susan
Aladjingu, and & number of rela-
tuves who come and po. They
have & pickup truck and some:
times go into town lor supplies
But they preler to live off the
land, 1 hunt and to gather their
food i the old way, Casual visi-
[ors are not welcome, but Alad
jingu and Hkirr too had heard ol
s and sent word thatwe could
come and see them

When we arrive at their place,
the two of them are sitring in the
shade of a bough shelter. Some-
Jl.l..l W 1.II.I."E|-' I'-Z.I'I.L"'-'-.' W WETE £ |_l|'|.'|i|_'|l-_._|I
although we had not made con-
ract with them. Aladjingu w busy
rmaking a basker our of pandanus
fronds. In her lap she has a baby

The First Australians

wallaby she is raising. Ukirr
smolees his pipe. Soon we are
talking is naturally as if we have
known each other for years.
Aladjingu is full of fm and
laughter. ki his a more quibe
sense of humoyr. He {5 not as old
g5 the other inltated men we
have met He is rim and vigor-
ous. We mlk and talk. About

L'Iwr' OF OUTSIDERS ¢ Mg ng ¢

in a hurry afeer the aliens
begun to impose their will on
Aboriginal culture, In Lbire
gallery a white man’s por-

tranl i interpreted by Big Bill
Neldile as “standing with hands

in pockets, telling us what fo do ©

antmals. About the old days
whon they lived entirely on bush
wmcker, Finally we say that we
would like to watch bim do a
painting. He agrees

"But it will 1ake a long time”
he warns: “You come back day
afrer tomorrow. Wee'll go 1o Flying
Fox Creek. The best siringvbark
1510 that place "

As we leave, Aladjingu gives
Belinda the baby wallaby, "You
make him grow big, then bring
him back and well eat bam,” she
says and then lavughs and laughs
U'he wallaby lived with us {or
many ]llllllltl.ilb |l|".'|.:|. Gfte day we
let it go in the wild —a long way
from Hkirr's camp

HE STRINGYBAREK THEES,

a kind of eucalyptus, are

magnilicent—imall and
straight. The bark is a raditional
building material lor wet-season
shelters —and a perfect “canvas®
tor lkirr (pages 290-291)

I'wio months afver we waich
him select and cut a stretch ol
bark, we drive up 1o likirr and
Aladjingu’s camp. He Is busy
trimiing a piece abott bive by
three leet in size. Arranged be-
sicle him are his brushes, a grind-
stome, ochers, and a can of water

"I thought you would be com
g oday,” he says with a big
smile. Lising a wide store-bought
hrush, Ukirr covers the bark with
decp red ocher. “That ocher is
the same as blood, and blood he
give life 1o animals in the paing-
ing,” he expliins

Next he grinds white clay fog
his mew pigment. "All nighe |
been thinking, thinking,” he says,
"what to paint, how the lines
must go. | will paint animals of
Fast Alligator Dreaming.” With
SUre movements he outines a
crocodile, then o barramundi. No
hesitation, no mistakes, nothing
to copy from. The stems, leaves,
and u flower of & water lily twine
through the compasition

Mow the dilliculy, nme-
consuming part begins, The




white shapes musi be worked

ver with very, very fine lines
making up a varety ol pattens
FACn Wilh 115 Own mMEaning. a !
ol them i ul.:llg e POWEr ol
the Dreamtime

Four months elapse belore

lkire puts the last line on the
last animal, the barramundi, His
masterwork is complete and hiis
cpiritual msk accomplished. It is
the act of painting that connects
the arist with the Direamtime

Cmce it is completed, it has nc

further significance Butin t

modern world it has values. A

(o

Gagudiu children the shapes of
|

RATLF NESHENS teach

fueir Erddclii e r|:||I kY |"ri|| in an |'l|"'|' -

air classroom, woemen Jorm a furtl
with bark twine. A lizard, croco
dile, crab, water lily, canoe, ani
lightring bolt are also among th
eme 230 patterns in their reper
LevErT ].’.I'-"h-.': |'|:|.'.I rl.‘.:f fic lirssomn
e feisty youngsler seices a long
neched turtle (Chelodina rugosa)
caught by an adult and destined
for roasting. The same species i
documented in rock art (right)
While whites generally speak of
st two seasons for Kakadu—the

28(]

painting ol this size and artistry

| tnore than a thouy

Cafl be wort

sand dollars

ILU'WARR I an Imposing

ronc ke about 400 feet high

[he ccher colots ol is
[i=sured and fractured hace glow
in the evening light The roc)
anicl its perfect rellection in the

pool below seem 1o be alive

Wi hutve come to this special
place with Namingum's brother
:"{iprnr:r Kapirigi. The rock stands
at the entrance to n deep canyon
of great imporuince in Gagudju

mvythology. As soon s we arrive,
AAPITEl, & sermewhal trail Hgun
with gray hair and long beard
e[S Onto a prominent boulder,
holding a spear. Faging Djuwarr’s
glowing tace. he speaks o the
FOCK @nd 1
voice, like 2 messenger from an

e CAnYDn in a rmgins

other world. In hits own |angoaee
he announces his presence to the
spirits there, asking their PETITIS
sion o enter-and saving that he
has brought two {riends. It 1s
eerie to hedr our names echoing
down the canvon

' he formaelities over kaEpiTigl

Wiet fraom November through A il
angd the Dry from May through Ok
tober — the Graguedju traditdonally
have recognized six sedsons that
cvele around the ecology of thenr

] |
LEEFRLE,

drd they have shifted thels
Camps aocoriing lv. Whin o cer
tain plant flowers, for instance
they know that stingrays will b
fat and ready for harvesting

S0 stromg (5 the Abortginagl bond
to the land that, through oral his
Oy, SOME groups |i|“|“:i‘|'rln‘|'1.' sl
o the locatioms of sacred il
niow under the sea that were £x

= sed d.‘al'-l'l_"-: an ice age






takes us to the bhase of the ciifi
and shows us where Almudj, the
rainbow serpent and one of the
creator beings, split the rock and
lorced her way through. She then

fallowed the creek UPIS{TESIm 1]

came to rest in a deep pool below
i waterinll

“Almud} still lives in that
pool,” Kapirigi says. Almud] i3
one of the most important beings
o the Gagudju. She crested hills
stone archways, and deep pools
Every year she brings the wet
eepson and a renecwal of life. She
can then often be seen standing
o her tail as the rainbow. Bock

paintings of rainbow snakes muy
go back 10,000 yvears. Some ex-
perts believe that Almudj is the
ol dest continuously revered reli-
gicus symbol tn the world

As we return o camp, the last
light paints Djuwarr in its brighi
est colors. The normally elferves-
cent Kapirigi Is in a rellective
mood, Like all the elders he is
wormed about the luture, whao
will succeed him to look after
Almud) and observe the rituals
He fears retribution if the life-
lorce s broken, of the country 18
not looked alter. We ask him,
"What abour your children and

erandchildren —don't they wanl
to lenrn about the Dreamtime
‘™No," he answers, "They are
not interested. When | pass on,
no one will know these stories.”
After a long silence he adds, "
can feach a good man, but there
is nobody.” [t s almost dark now
Tiny bas wheel and torn alter in-
eects. Like an omen, one brashes
mv check with s solt wing as i
snaps up # mosquitn, Down the
canyon a sed eagle calls from iis
nest. Kapingl's face brightens
“That's Marrawuarti: he's the boss
For the time being
at beast, Godd s stidl in his heaven

uroungd here ”




[he next day Kapirigl takes us
on a walk up the canyon, along a
running stream full of fish,
tles. and an occasionil freshwater
crocodile. The canvon ends in
austers rock walls; a waterfall
rickles down one face, and be-
low it we see & still, black pool
"That's where Almud) lives, down
there. You got to be careful
and not bathe here, or Hsh, or
speak loudly, And don't throw
stones into this pool. A few years
ago | bring an archaeologisy lella
here. 1 tald him the same. Don't
throw stone, But he langh and
throw a big rock in the pool

right there. That might a big
storm come up and wash away
nis camp. And that was in the dry
season oo, Kapirigi laoghs —but
guietly. On the way back we res
on a sandy beach.

“See those caves,” Kaping
says. “That's where Mimis live

kKapirigi now tells us that these
elusive spirits live inside the
rocks. They are so thin that the
stiightest wind will break their
long neclks. Only when it ts calm
do they come out to hunt and
paint. 1I anyone comes or 2
breeze springs up, they blow on
the rocks, which then part o let

I [ | [
M."‘uf-'."-' VE JAWS of a saibwaler

i
crocodile crush a barramundi

a fish also favored by a white-
breasted sea eagle (above). To the
Gagudju, the crocodile is Ginga
Once, in the form of i man, ke
caught fire and rushed indo the
wialer, turning himself into a
crocodile with a legacy of blister-
line pumps. The eagle, known as
Murrawuli, snatches away a per
son's soul at death and brought
wiater lilies to rnl'al.'_lj-lll"L"LILrirlllll- The
seeds of the red lily (right) are a
traditional Gagudju food

them enter and close behind
them again. People must be care-
ful, Kapirigi says, [or sometimes
the Mimis will lure them into the
rocks and then lock them up,

*When do the Mimis come
out?” we ask

"Every evening, but we can't
see them. They leave messages
Like this< leaf, or a painting "

The moment seems Tight (o
question Kapirigl about his view
of the next world, “If men can
become animals, gnd animals
men,” we ask, “when we die, do
we become animals?™

The answer 5 unequivocal

I FOOEEATEY. e

R VMET ROECITTRL




I EROCIOLS BLUFF achieved by lundish appearance for breaking under his wings, to safety.
raising loose shin around the nech the Law Master of elaboration, the male

s the frilled lzard’s main defense [n comtrast, @ male lotus birg great bowerbird buildds an ary 'rl'H-'u'_'r'
apainst predators. The Gagudju facing page, top left) displays adorned with trinkets such as snail
i

call kit Gundamren: he wis pun d tendrey FESPORSE [0 d threat shells and bits of bone to IMreEss o
iched by the elders with this out- _||:||- carrying his chicks, tuched Frospeciive TaE The r._lll_ﬂ:lJ:'J:;':l

254 National Creographic, February 1988




call him Djuway, “a cheeley fellow
that steals your bones. ™ For such
displays, they regard fim as the

i cepel .'.|- CEFEMUTIMIES

Lacking the protection of cye-

i - r
tlds, @ knob-tailed gecko must

he First Australtans

corstantly [ick (ts eves ¢lean
Rare and shy, black wallaroos
||"|II|||'|I5i.I [J'!l:' rl_'||_'|lu' CaginLry !',l |:|:|.|'

Arnhem Land Escarpment. Mam,

of the park’s outcrops and hollows

are believed to have been created

by an ancestral kangaroo

Gurrt, the blue-tomeued lizard
s thought to have bruised his
mouth in @ head-first fall among
the rocks. He brought social orga

niZanon o r.'-.:' |;-llj'._:|1|.f_;|1|-'




Mo, we don't, When we die

wie're finished.” For the Gagudiu
paradise is nere and now, and
looking around 2t Djuwarr that is
not difficult 1o acce it Bt lor
paradise not 1o be lost, it must be
kepe pristine through rimal and
through visits like the one wi
have just made with Kapingl
EELMEE S 151N and close
friend Felix lyanuk
holds a special placs
among the Gagudiu, He i=th
only one who still kniows the
complete song cycles and luner
ary rites. Onee when the two
elders took us 1o 2 small sacred
cave. Ivanuk sat down snd bear
m slow rhythm on a pair of song

sticks and sang. Fis suli-sirong

voloe carried throwugh the cavern
s other voloes muast have done
lor centuries belore him. The

songs completed, lvanuk wld us

Only me and Neidjie know this
AT now, Bl e is without

VOICH When | am sick

Vi Ser
s something is wrong with me
they pot nobody. This is prob-
ahly the last time
NETE

When a L LI dies, he 15

wrapped In a sheet of paperbark

on d platform high ina tree. A

AT
year or so later, the bones are re-
COWETEE [".II:-l-I |.| L I“ -‘.'.l Ll I-“.II
and ceremonially placed in o

simall cave. The formalities must
be done correctly to liberate th

PErSON S spIint bul again oniy a

| sing this song

lew prople know the proper way,
says 1y anuk. "Only me and Neid-
fie know. Nobody else know th
song and what kind of dance
Sometimes | think about this, and
ety helore | ga 1o sieep. Bocause
nobody 18 COIM IS after us.’

[he reason thay is usually giv
en by the elders as 1o wh the
VO E |:l'.'-."i:l||:' Are NOT Earning
rhe traditions is that they are not
interested in their heritage. Buat
among the Gagudiju there isa
small group of young men and
wiomen who are very much con
corned about looking atter thedr
country. These are the Aboriginal
rangers of Kakadu Nadonal
Park

[WO Years or 5o a group ol them

their tribal lands. Even

il r|'-r.-|.-'.I| If fHleEnsive, ive-1nm
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Belore we were [inally to leave are mot wiell and cannot coms symbiolic and sacred designs. The
Kakadu, Neidjie wanted all of T'oall of them (015 a journey irrepressible Kapirigl is the birs:
us to go deep into the bitsh to Into their living culture. Thein 10 rush forward snd exclaim
Djirringbal, a place where the bolsterousness and good-natured  about the paintings. Hkirr, more
Balands. the white |'u_'."-[1||_:_ ail humor bubble over as we have l.|lj|l.'| anid II!II"'||=':]I11|1|_ marvels al

dom go. It isa place where the never seen it before, For this the skill of the artists and recog

Gagudju once made their sione one day sadness and {rustrations nizes the designs ol various

implements, where there are rock  slip away clans. Neidjie's calm volce ruimn-
paintings, pools, and landiorms We drive along a fint bush bles an occasional comment. The
made by Ginga, the saltwater track lor an hour or more, but trainees watch quietly and listen
crocodile walk the last few miles, emerging Below the paintings is a pile
from a small patch of rain forest of what appear w be treshly
E ALL SET OFF o to find ourselves at the base of o chipped stones. The chips are
warm Seprember smooth quartzite rock face 700 spread over a large area. It wis
morming— Metdjie, feet high. All of us are awed and pnce a quarty where the Gagudju

Kapirigi, Ukirr, Jonathan Yarra- stlent to begin with, as we loak miade their stone scrapers,
marna, the other Aboriginal up and then st the paintings in knives, and spearpoints for hun.
rrainee mngers, and Belinda ront of us. An exquisite image dreds of generations. It looks as
and [ Iyanuk and Namingum nf a L:J[I!.I_.I_Ii:-l_' ¢ surrounded by thongh the last tool makers have

288 MNational Geographic, February [988




only just left—but, in [act, the
place has not been used for about
) vears.

Hkirr, with some forceful ad-
vice (rom Kapingi and Neidjie,
shows |onathan and the others
how o strike o core rock wit
andther stone to make a sharp
knile. Kapirigi demonstmrates how
such a knife was used to pierce
his nose. He pus a stick through
his septum to prove how effec-
ave 1T wWas.

Om our way back we StOp At A
circular pool of clear water. Jona
than builds a small fire to make
some tea, and Neidjie begins
tzlking to the trainees. “See that
wateriall? That's where Ginga,

Fhe First Australians

the big crocodile, cut through
rock. That's just one story you
must learm. All these stories

together tell of the earth, the
animals, and Aboriginal people
The old people, they know this.
That's why [or thousands and
thousands years this countrv not
change. We learned from our
lathers and mothers. They said,
You sit down and listen
wmlk or try run sway, we get
spear. We sit. We listen. Slowly
it all come inw our heads. And
then at last ceremony you are
proper man, That s what you
mittst learn, that s what we |os-
ng. Weare old men now, we
have not got many years. 1f you

It we

M DRMNING CASCADES thro 5!:

weeping paperbarks on the
floodpliin as Jonathan Yarra-
miarng, leaning on his fishing
sy, surveys his clans trodi-
tiomal lands. Only one thing
combed intrude upom such an
idyllic seene— the knowledge
that nearby lies a uranium de

posit that one ddy may be
rrimned

don't leamn now, in 20 vears’ Hme
you will cry because you don't
know your SIOTY. But too late
then. We will be gone '

Seldom if ever have the yvoun-
ger Gagudju heard anvthing like
this. It makes a deep impression
We too are deeply moved, both
by Big Bill's speech and alse by
the trust he and the others place
in us; mvolving us in their lives
and very view of the world

When we [inally had 1o move
on from Kakadu, we left a small
tape recorder with Jonathan. Per-
haps inspired by his father's elo-
quence, Jonathan and the othe:
trainees went with Kapirigi wo an
ared deep in the escarpment. For
hours Kapirigt talked, in their
own language, abour the Dream-
time stories connected with that
very special place. Jonathan re-
corded it all and so0 made a signif-
ICATIE SPED N POESETVING 118
Gaguediu's heritage

A few weels later, and seven
months atter our memorable
journey o Djirringhal, Kapirigi
died. His body, wrapped in bark,
rests high o a ree overlooking
Djowarr rock. He never did teach
a pood man, His brother Namin-
gum died five months later. As
Big Bill Neidjie said
Rock stays,
earth stoys
| die and put my bones in cave

or earth
Soon my bones become earth
all the same

My spirit has gone back te my
COunkry
my mother £ % *
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The First Australians

Living in Two Worlds

By BELINDA WRIGHT and STANLEY BREEDEN

OCK PAINTING 1D Rakadu
virtually ceased more
than & decade ago, But
n few artists srill create

Drreamtitme mages on bark, and
we were beinended by the most
skiliful painter, Bluey lkirr, and
his wife, Susan Aladjingu. They

T Ry
—_
II i
i
I

|.I||'| |||I |.'I|-

I

I|Ju|||
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I

N
5
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let us witness the |_'!'.'|.II,'I5[.1|,-.'II'I_I-_1_
creation of one of his works

Hkirr vused a long lorked

i
.

branch 1o scale a stringybark wee
(left), from which he chopped
it & 15-foot-long collar of hark
At home, weeks of curnme and
flattening followed. When a
smooth plece of bark was readsy
lor painting, [kirr coated it with
red ocher and outlined animal
designs in wihite pigment: Then
he filled m shapes such as a wal-
laroo (right), adding intricate
lines made with a grass-siem
brush so fine that he could not
work In a breeze. Afrer four
months ol off-and-on work. the

ELL T BELENGE WNIHNT

services are provided by the
Gagudju Association, which dis-
cribuces and invests 3.3 million
Australian dollars (U, 5. $2.2
million) annually in vranium

e Gagudju Hkirr
s not o Gagudju — although they
consult him on tribal matters—
but Aladjingu is. and as an adult
recehves 22000 g vear tor life

[ huz, materialism has invaded
their lives. They enjoy listening

masterpitce was complete, worth ravalues for

a thousand dollars or more o a

collector of Abornginal art.
“Home" to Hkirr and Aladijimgu

s a fairly free-floating concept

v

ey often stay in o lean-to o few
vards away rom their new open
plan house (top right) in one of
several sites called outstations
scattered throughout the park

[ hey use their two rooms= mainly
[or storape and live in open areas

o Aboriginal folk music and

Australian country and western

tunes on their radic-cassette

recorder. Hkirr wants a rwo-

way radlo “because evervone clse
im & few outstations] has one ™

But despite the Gagudju's rela-
tve prosperity. they share the

ditder (e rool: there s oo wi-
ter or electricity. The house,
their Toyota pickup, anid other

The First Austratians 2G]




afflictions of all of Australia’s

200,000 Aborigines, survivors o
200 years of persecution and dis-
ease. Their population has fallen
v & third since the late | 8th cen-

rury; many Aboriginal groups
hive vanished sltogether. A sign

ELE W® WEIWDE WREiIn

of hope came late last year when
Prime Minister Bob Hawhke
sought o “compact” of under-
standing with these dispossessed
Aunstralians

In Kakadu, Hkirr and Alad-
jingu still enjoy living off the
land, bunting for bush ucker
stiich as murtles, tish, snakes,
goannas, and yams, Those things,
unlike machines that break
down. have not lost their value

O YURINGER v AL A LN, the
adjustment is harder. Try-
ing to meet two cultures

halfway. Jonathan Yarramama
(teft, ar center) practices Austra-
lizn Rules football in Jabiru, the
rown within the park that serves
the uranium industry
Yarramama's dream of tarmimg
professional was ended by a car
accident near the town of Alice
Springs. But there he lound an-
other dresm, a young worman
named Sharon who had recently
returned to her naove Australia
from Canada. She became his
wife At home their daughter,
Matasha (Tasha), celebrates her
second hirthday (below left)
3 sign of change, SINce most Ab-
origines do not know their birth
dare. Visiting the camp of her
grandfather, Big Bill Neidjie,
Tasha gets on famously with a
friend named Reginald (right)
Althougn Yarramarna eft
school at age 16, he has been
rrained as one of o handbul of
Gagudju park rangers. Balancing
the world he works in with the
world of his elders can some-
times be a dilemma. He is at
home patrolling the bush and
does some interpretaton for
visitors — but not much, Like
all Gagudju, he is wary ol the
muiss tourism encourapged by
the Northemmn Territory. Some
officials predict that by 1990,
200,000 peaple a year will Hock
o Kakadu —although all but
two of its rock-art complexes
are closed to the public.







So now I've got to
teach my children
 how to learn
Aboriginal way.
That why I write

this book. . . .

1

ook he wrote with anthi

Fox. lormerhy of tha

Piarks and Wildlife Ser
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st Stephen Davis und Allan
Med bloyal
vice. Bill
inhs caples {or tourise
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a keeper of Gagudju phi-
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 his camp with a
buliilo in the bach
I 'l.l I.'.'-:.. |
e said, and
handed her an ax

SR i "--n,r-- i 1T up atid we i
a big fire

Although Bill is passionats
1bout presenving his kind of
knowledge, he d
the whilte man s

Area School, one Al

and botled the beast
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THERE'S MORE TO A GREAI
TV THAN MEETS THE EYE.




“This whole magazine is about Australia?
Oh no.

L. QANTAS

The Airhine of Australia




Partners in preserving
the natural world

NDANGERED SPECIES like
the rabbit-eared bandicoot
of Australia (right) have

long found a friend in the Inter-
national Union for Conzervation
of Nature and Natuyral Re-
sgurces (IUCN). Among its
many activities, this unigue
organization publishes the
authoritative “red data books,™
which monitor the status of
threatened amimals around the
wuorld

Composed of 502 members
from 117 countries, the [UCN
this month celebrates 40 vears
of conservation leadership. Its
members include grass-roots
organizations as well as high-
level government agencies in
both developed and developing
nations. This past year, I am
proud to say, the National Geo-
graphic Socwety was accepled for
membership, joining such orga-
nizationz in the United States as
the National Park Service, the
sSmithsonian Institution, and the
Niational Audubon Society,

The central purpose of the
IUCKN is to belp nations take
advantage of natural resources

L S AN i"

I e SR N AAS OFF WETTTES &N ALEE

#I'H BT JERs-Eh, FAEEIRIN AENES CORED=

without destroving those that
are irreplaceable. Recogmizing
that people suffering from hun-
ger, poverty, and diseake cannot
make endangered wildlife their
lop priority, it promotes eco-
nomic improvement through the
sustainable use of natural
TESHITUES,

From its headquarters in
Cland, Switzerland, the IUCN
opierates six international coms-
mis=jons I::I'F -:.'.'-'.pl.‘.rﬂl:-. EITE 'llfll'Jl-I:F-

i ATECARCHEEN ETLLNTTE & NN EaED D Saf) Wi Ly

such as mational parks and pro-
tected areas and species sur-
vival. [t maintains compuier
centers in Cambridge and Kew,
England, and Bonn, West (er-
many, to monitor wildlife and
natural areas. And in 1980 it
published the World Conserva-
fion Sirvalegy, ofiering speciiic
guidelines for national and re-
gional conservation policies

Chur membership in the TUCN
is & natural extension of the
(reographic’s century-long con-
cern for the environment. Owver
the vears the Society has sup-
parted the creation of Redwood,
Sequoia, Canyonlands, and
MNorth Cascades National Parks
in the United States, and the
Gombe Stream National Park n
Tanzanmia. Through our maga-
rines, books, and films we have
stimulated public awareness of
conservation s5ues such as acid
rain, wildlife smuggling, and
poaching, By sustained funding
ﬂJf[‘EE-I'_"ﬂJ'f'h I'I-:'ﬂ[{:'H.m-. oW cx-
ceeding five million dollars
annually, we have widened the
world's knowledge of endan-
gered species from mountiain
gorillas to black-footed ferrets.

As a member of the Society,
vou can take pride in this tradi-
tion, just as yvou can look for-
ward to our new participation in
world conservation. As the
members of the [UCN gather in
San José, Costa Rica, this
month to plan activities for the
next few vears, we will be there
LR 'I'L:']:ITF"-T'I'II VeI,
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Members
Forum

Women of Saudi Arabia

1 wasoverjoved tosee the cover article on women
al Arabis in the October 1957 issue. As an 18-
vear-old Saud: woman studyving in the United
States, I try to explain the situation of my sisters
to Western friends, often without success. This
article said almost evervthing T wanted 1o say and
then some. People do not realize how much more
the veil means to us than a coverimg. Saudi Ara-
bia would not be Saudi Arabia without the vedl.

lzpiHAR MANSUR

Troy, New York

[ have just returned from Saudi Arabia, where |
encountered heightened criticism of the Western
press stemming from yvour October article, spe-
cifically the pictorial coverage. Some pictures
caused great offense, in particular those of Prin-
cess Tawharah’s banquet and the aerobics class.
The main objection was that Jodi Cobb took
those pictures on the understanding that they
were for perconal record only or without the
knowledge of her hostesses. She abused the hos-
pitality and betrayed the trust placed in her by
those who opened their doars, possibly out of re-
gard for Marianne Alirezo. [ feel that she could
not have agreed to the publisbed prctures

H. 57, JoHN ARMITAGE

Eaxt Horringion, Somersel

Jodi Cobh and Morinnne Alireca made it clear Lo
all that the protopraphys, ruch as this oned -.’.!.I'I.'l.frl'f
Vamani in Jiddak, were for publication in the
GEOGRAPRIC, Mrs, Altresa’s opiritons were alio
sought during piciure lavout. Many women pic-
tured have not only expressed their pleasure wilh
thee photography but also requesied prints

Your wrticle glossed over many of the realities of
women's rights in Saudl Arabia. 1 spent several
venrs there ns an American wife to 2 Sandi I met
in graduste school in Chhao, Tt wiasn 't until we sel
up housekeeping in the kingdom that my Saudi
realized the full extent of his power over his fam-
Uy, Under [slam, he was allowed to beit mi in
front of our children (o encourage discipline
Since our marringe contract did not address my
future rights to divorce or alimony, 1 had no reli-
gious or legal right to separate myself from my
abusive hushand. 1 fled with my two children
and filed for divorce in the States. My ex-
hushand then kidnapped our toddlers, even
though [slam granis a woman custody of minor
children. In 1983 I was allowed to reenter the
kingdom to be near my children, yet police would
not enforee written decrees by various ministries
granfing me visitation rights because my ex-
hushand would not agres to them.

There are 47 American-born children held in
Saudi Arabia under similar circumstances, The
government is losing control over individuals
who take the law into their own hands.

KERISTINE UHLMAN
Avitngton Heaghts, [itnors

A fine article, but the veil and ways of culture
must oot be presented as something the Saudis
must do away with. Women of our Western cul-
ture would be shocked if Saudi women advised
them to wear the vell. All cultures have shed
blood to retain their identity, If change comes
from within, by their women, let them deal with
it as they may.

SPYROS CHIONOS

Windsor, Onlario

Having lived in Jiddah, Saodi Arabaa, for four
and a half vears. I know that this is a very dilf-
culdt subject to tackle, Marianne Alireza Knows
the subject well, having been there off and on for
40 vears. When 1 met her a few vears back, 1 was
surprised at her love and enthusiasm for the Sau-
di people. | asked her how she had obtained a
visa. She smiled and said, “No problem; 1 just
cabled the king.” It's amazing she could write a
ook hanned there and write this article, also no
doubt banned, and still freely come and go.

MARTI IATRIDIS

Tulsa, QOklahoma
Epilogue for Titanic
I was one of those who said that I wouldn™t mind
if they somehow brought the grand ship up or
brought up an artifact for museum viewing. 1've
changed my attitude because I've now seen her
ns whole as she can be —thanks to the composite
photograph and the paintings by Ken Marschall
(Dctober 19871,

JoaxNE M. Avan

Victorville, Colifornia

Mational Geographic, February [958




Why, oh why, do you torment us with complicat-
ed foldouts?
From the depths of the lumpy chaise lounge
There came a muffled curse
She was trving to fold the GEOGRAFHIC
The =ame as it was at first!
DENISE P. HARTZELL
Chesapeake, Virginia

Outer Banks

Charlie Cobb has shown us, in one of the best
articles 1've ever seen about the Ouler Banks
(October 1987), that yvou don't have to live here
for a lifetime to recognize the dangers of being
“awash in change "

ALTON BALLANCE

Oeracoke, North Coroling

Why, in the name of sanity and conservation,
does any state authority allow 6,000 swansa vear
to be zlaughtered (pages 506-507)¢ These birds
wre very intelligent and pair for life. Each Janu-
ary it is one of my greatest pleasures to go to Sir
Peter Scott’s Wildfow] Trust Reserve in Welney,
Norfolk, United Kingdom, to see the swans whao
v 6,000 miles from Siberia to winter here, Last
January there were some 6,000 of them, ahout
the same number permitted to be slaughtered for
amissement in one state in the U5 A

MarjERIE PRESTON

Bushev, Watford

On the Atlantic lyway, North Caroling was visif-
ed by 33,000 soams tn 1984, a mymber that over-
crowded ity rofugey.

In discussing Ocracoke vou neglect the British
Cemetery with its graves of four British seamen
wnished ashore after thewr ship, the H M. 5. Bed-
Sfordskive, was sunk by o German submarine duar-
ing World War I1. The “Beds"” had been based
atl Cheracoke, and its 37-man crew welcomed by
local families; some crewmen even opened bank
accounts. After the Beds was torpedoed, debris
and four bodies washed ashore. Local citizens

furnished lumber for caskets and buried them.
Joun E. BEISEL
Elizabethiown, Kentucky

“Doc” Edgerton
Why no mention of the work of Gjon Mill in your
article on Doc Edgerton o the October issuerf As

an avid reader of Life magarine in the late 1930s
and "40s, T wos under the impression that Mili

wis the pioneerin high-speed photography.
H. D. BENTLEY
Torrvingion, Comnecticut

A friend and colleague of Doc's, Gion Mili led in
the application of Edgerton’s new yyvitem of light-

img Lo magonine photography.
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Smell Survey

Congratulations on the recent smell survey re-
part{Cetober 1987 ). The chartsare fascinafing in
themselves and clearly demonstrate vour concli-
sions. Appreciated i= the mention of questions
that arise from this type of survey and acknowl-
edgment of the limitations of the conclusions. [tis
a very credible and professional article on a very
subjective aren.

Et1sE WiIDLUND

North Bergen, New Jersey

Among the bits of horse lore that an old cavalry-
miin friend told me was that the finest pacifier for
a fractious, bad-tempered horse was sweat. The
men would rub their hands in their armpits and
let the horse =niff. The result was invariably a
much calmer animal

Miss G. HuTcHISON

Auckland, New Lealond

A5 anifle compainy commander in 1967, | operat-
ed in the mountainous rain forest of Vietnam,

where our senses became acutely developed, es-
pecially the sense of smell. We all became human

hloodhounds. We could track the enemy along

trails and determine his relative proximity by
two characteristic odors. The first was a curious
mixture of camphor and wondsmoke that perme-
ated the enemy's uniforms and equipment. The
second was the smell of destroved vegetation,
since animals rarely destroyv vegetation. Often
the point man discovered the enemy with deadly
accuracy, using just his nose.

Con.J. W. RiPLEY

FP( San Franciseo, California

As a research psychintrist with the East Orange
VA Meadical Center, 1 work with many Vietnam
veterans who complain that their traomatic
miemories are triggered by specific odors. Twould
be interested to receive survey data

HiLLEL GLOVER, M. I

Eait Ovange, New Jevsey

We recerved dosens af reguests for complete smell
survey data from vesearehers vanging from gradu-
afe students to fragrance manufacturers, to g lam-
ver Gligating cases imvolving odorizing agents in
the pas industry, to doctors like vourself. The
data has bren trangferved to seven compiiter
ready magnetic tapes, available at below cost to
gualifving researchers, Contact National Geo-
graphic Society, P.O. Box 37138, Washington,
b C. EGIHH

Lﬂtm sﬂnu.tu' bf uddrmcd L::r 'I-hmhn Fr;-m:n.
National Geopraphic Mapazine, Box 17448,

Washinglon, D. C. 20013, and showld include

sender’s address and telephone number, Not all
letiers can be used. Those thal are will often be

edited and excerpied,




“Whirlpool stands behind
its appliances like no one else’

hen you buy any Whirlpool® I CE |'r:'-:=.| a r _' re looking for appliances from a company
retail dealer, Whir |||| | Corporati | Wl JJ I:r that really stands behind them, see your Whiripool
satisfied with its g uallty and perform m e I s.if  dealer, Because the Whirlpool 100% Customer
needed, will be to your satlsfaction...if not, h i Commitment is a terrific philosophy. And their full
replace it free for up T 3 ful] year’ Year replacement guarantee 5 a 1eTiic way 1o prove i

m
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“U course, they figure you re gomg 10 oe satis
fied or they wouldn t make the ofler.
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- Whirlpool
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On Assignment

HE IDEA bloomed late, growing out ol

a single story by Australian-bom

Ross Terrill about a bicentennial in
his native land. Tt got bigger and more
elaborate, umtl] the Editordecided ro "give
it a go~ (1o borrow an Australian phrase)
and devote this entire Issue to the land
down under

iD=l LRIk R
N LR E L L I

FUSAH WELCWHAN, CORSTARCE =, PHILLPFL TOLAS & EWTs
IF WEErA TTIAZTL. SRS STAFT

GEOGRAPHIC stall set up an “outpost” in
Svdney last summer and free-lancers s

TEFTDE AND dRHI CAE LTS
PR L@Enind ENEEAT AUATER

fanned out New Yorkers Mary Ellen .
Mark —famous for her award-winning
photo essays —and Michael O'Brien, who
specializes in  personalities, Bangkok-
based journalist John Everingham, pho-
tographer [David Robert Austen, who
covers Asia from a8 Svdney base, and
writer-wildlife photographers Stanley
Breeden and Belinda Wright. Their rapid-
fire coverage was directed by iliustrations
editor Susan Welchman, while Susan
Smith, director of photographic suppor
services, racked the processing of 2,000
rolls of film

In Washington, D. C_, layout designer
Connie Phelps shaped their creative
eflorts into this collector's issue. Then re-
searchers Abby Tipton and Anne Jamison
took the words and pictures back to the
soutrce for a final check. The group logged
some half million miles by air and 30,000
more by car, Semior Assistant Editor Betsy
Moize, who edited all {Hustradons text,
summed up. "We decided thar Australia
was & greatl place to visit—and we would
like 1o live there

EiCHEEL G'HSIIW @ DEERT e WAL sl
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Bridled Nail-tailed Wallaby Gemes: Oy
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=urviving miambeT

Wildlife as Canon sees it

Une of the greatest roles of photography 18 to
record and preserve images of the world around
us worthy to be handed down as a heritage {or all
generabions. A ph T apit o the bndled nal-tmled

wiatlaby captures the graceiul mobion of a species

that until the late Y0 was Ui |JL'_|"|| Loy e extinet.
Unce rangmg from central Queensland to north

ern Victorig, the bridled natl-tailed wallaby now
exXisls 10 ondy one colimy inhabibng an area of

1| 1000 hectares. The wallaby 18 a nocturnal anmal,

resting By day 1 a shallow nest seratched out

peneath a bush or tree,

I evaldss geteciion by Iving

1 |
mid 15 extremely shy and

chitficult to obhserve

EDS 620-650

The new autoTOCus e Cameras
More than autofocus
More than ever

prone in long grass or crawhng oul of sight undet
low shrubs, he remamng population reguires
contbmued management and proftechon if the bridled
naill-tailed wallaby 15 to survive. Like all endan
gered species, 1ts future depends on manking s
ability to hive in harmony with the natoral world.

An invaluable research tool, photography can
help promote & greater awareness and anderstand
mg of the bndled nail-tatled wallaby and how 1t
hwves within its natural environmaernit

II'-I':" vnded '--'l'l'Ii-"!!..-_' 15 |'||"'-"-'Ir="‘ the '-iE-IL_'.:l- st

i -.'el'-.i'ij.' |!=l..' |.i":.i;-:'l| natl-tailed

wallaby and all of wildlife
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