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of science and indugtry opened in the dynamic
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William H. Goetzmann, with nostalgic
collages by Fred Otnes
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Discovering America 44
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seg ourselves as others gee us-——a nation of
wealth, waste, patriotism, and undreamed-of
opportunity. Award-winning Polish fournal-
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Tomaszewski report.
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Journalist Tad Szule returns to the land of
s birth and finds a nation in the troubled
throes af economic reform. Photographs by
Jarmes [, Stanfield.

Galapagos Wildlife 122

Charles Darwin first described to the world
the unigue animal inhabitants of these islands
aff Ecuador. A hundred and fifty vears later,
Drieter and Mary Plage portray the same
unigque species of the archipelago, now
protected in a national park.

Managing Another Galapagos
Species—Man 146

Thousands of tourists descend on the
Croldpagos each year. Jerry Emory describes
the impact on the fragile ecology and the
challenges involved in preserving it

COVER: From Robert E. Peary's expedition to
the North Pole to the discovery of the Titanic,
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC has documented

a century of explorntion. See page 9.

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

may be measured in millennia, but in

the United States few organizations
are lucky enough to celebrate a 100th hirth-
day. This vear at the National Geographic
Society we do so twice.

On January 13, 1888, thirtv-three un-
common men sharing an uncommon fasci-
nation for this amazing world met at the
Cosmuos Club in Washington, D. C., to
consider the “adwvizability of organizing a
society for the increase and diffusion of
geographic knowledge."” It was s0 moved
and =0 done, “that we mayv all know more
of the world.™

The members soon decided the best
way to do this was to publish a journal,

In October 1888 the first slim issue of the
National Geographic Magazine trickled off
the press, The Society’'s membership was
scarcely 200, This month—with ten and a
half million members—we literally turn
our pages back 100 vears and reprint from
that issue President Hubbard’s address to
those attending the first meeting of the
Society (following pages). It was a cogent

EGTPTMH. Chinese, and Greek cultures
.

vant as if written today.

The invitation to the inaugural meeting,
the evening of February 17, suggested that
members bring friends, including ladies.
secretary Henry Gannett, the great geogra-
pher justifiably known as the “father of
American mapmaking,” announced that
the paper of the evening would be deliv-
ered by member Maj. John Wesley Powell—
the leader of the first exploration of the
(srand Canyon. So began the Geographic's
policy of presenting first-person accounts
by prominent explorers, adventurers, and
scientists. In Powell they had all three.

Those Victorian vears of the late 19th
century, in which many of the founders
played historic roles, were times of action,




and the relevant word was con-
gquer—be it wilderness, disease,
paganism, or ignorance. Sadly,
in conguering the wilderness
man virtually destroved it, while
ignorance—especially as far as
geography is concerned—hias
been preserved.

We must share the blame for
not having been more effective
in promoting geographic educa-
tion in the past. That has
changed . President Gilbert M
Grosvenor is leading the Society
into its second century assanlting
geographic illiteracy with imagi-
native new programs,

Certainly the wools for learning
abound. The best maps of & cen-
tury ago were festooned with
“terra incognita” labels. Today
we can study, map, and commu-
nicate with the most remote re-
gions with electronic eves and
ears unimagined then. We can
now “conquer” withoul destroy-
ing anything except ignorance

As for the magazine, we'll cel-
ebrate our birthday with special
issues and articles throughout
this centenninl vear. To mark
the beginning of the secand cen-
tury of the journal, the last three
issyes of 1988—special in con-
tent and size—will review what
we know of this planet and its
people and where, in the opinion
of the best of our scientists, they
will be heading in our second
hundred vears.

In effect we will spend the
vear as we always do—with a bit
more vigor and a lot more
pages—rfulfilling our first Presi-
dent's goal of diffusing knowl-
edge “so that we may all know
maore of the world upon which
we live."

iter & Chyiitth

Wl EEs]

1333

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS BY THE

am not a sciertific man, nor can | lay claim to any special
knowledge that would entitle me to be called a"Geographer.”
[ owethe honorof my electionas President of the Rational Ged-
graphic Societysimplytothe fact that lamone of those whode-
sire to further geographic research. | possess only the same general
interest in geography that should be felt by every educated man.

By my election you notify the public that the membership of our
Society will not be confined to professional geographers, but will
include that large number who, like myself, desire to promote spe-
cial researches by others, and to diffuse the knowledge so gained,
50 that we may all know more of the world upon which we live

Since my election | have been trying to learn the meaning of the
word “geography,” and something of the history of the science. The
Gireek origin of the word shows that it relates to a description of the
earth. But the "earth” known o the Greeks was avery dilferent thing
from the earth with which we are acquainted.

To the ancients the earth was a (lat plain, solid and immovable,
and surrounded by water, out of which the sun rose in the east and
into which it set in the west, To them " Geography” meant simply a
description of the lands with which they were acquainted.

To the members of this society the word “earth” arouses in our
minds the conception of an enormous globe suspended in empty
space, one side in shadow and the other bathed in the rays of the
sun, The outer surface of this globe consists of an ocean of air en-
closing another more solid surface (partly land and partly water),
which teems with countless forms of animal and vegetable life.
This is the earth of which geography gives us a description

Herodotus, who we look upon as the father of geography as well
asof history, had visited the known regions of the earth by about the
year 450 8., and described accurately what he saw, thus laying the
foundations of Comparative Geography

About 300 BC., Alexander the Great penetrated hitherdo un-
known regions. He sent a naval expedition to explore India, ac-
companied by learned men who described the countries and thelr
inhabitants, originating the science of Folitical Geography, or the
geugraphy of marn.

Abhout the vear 200 8¢, Eratosthenes of Cyrene, the keeper of the

(Condensed from the inaugural address delivered ot the Society’s first reguiar
meeting, February |7, 1588, in the law lecture room of Colurnitsian University,
Washiirgton, . CJ
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‘Ladies and gentlemen, the Inaugural
meeting of the National Geographic
Society will now come to order...”

PRESIDENT, MR GARDINER GREENE

Roval Library at Alexandria, convineed ofthe rotundity of the earth,
dttempted 1o determine its magnitude. The town of Cyrene, on the
Mile, was situated exactly under the tropic, for he knew that on the
summer solstice, the sun's rays at noon illuminated the bottomof a
deep well. At Alexandria, however, on the day of the summer sol-
stice, Eratosthenes observed that at noon the vertical linger of &
sun-dial cast a shadow, showing that there the sun was not exactly
averhead. From the length of the shadow he ascertained the sun's
distance from the zenith to be one-fiftieth of the circumference ol
the heavens; from which he calculated that the distance between
Alexandna and Cyvrene should be one-fiftieth of the circumference
of the world, He was the founder of Mathematical Geography;
through his labors it became possible to determine the location of
places by means of lines corresponding to our lines of latitude and
longitude.

Claudius Ptolemy, in the second century of the Christian era,
made a catalogue of the positions of places, With this as his basis,
he made a series of twenty-six maps. To him we owe the art of map-
making, the origination of Geographic Art.

When Rome began to rule the world, the Romans pald attention
o geography which facilitated the administration of their empire.
They were greatl road-bullders, Maps of theirmilitary roads exhibit-
ed with accuracy stations on the route from Rome to India, and
from Rome to the further end of Britain.

With the fall of Rome came the collapse of geographical knowl
edge. In the typical map of the Middie Ages, Jerusalem lay in the
center, with Paradise on the east and Europe on the west. The
Northmen crossed the ocean to leeland, proceeded to Greenland,
and evenvisited the mainland of North America about 1000 A.D.; but
these voyages were forgotten or looked upon as myths.

In the fourteenth or fifteenth century, the mariner's compass was
intreduced into Europe from China, and it then became possible to
venture far out of sight of land. Columbus boldly set sail across the
Atlantic. To many of his contemporaries it seemed madness (o
seek the East by sailing West, Expecting to find the East Indies he
tound America instead. Five centuries had elapsed since the North-
men had made their voyages 10 these shores—labors barren of re-
sults. The discovery of Columbas, however, immediately bore fruit.
The spirit of discovery was quickened and geographic knowledge
advanced with a great leap, America was explored; Africa was

HUBBARD

“Al the close af the last cenfury
there wras but Hitle known
of the physical conditions of
the sea. At the beginning of the
presend century, however,
cxpeditions sent out by France,
England and Russia began fo
lay the foundation of the
sclence of Oceanography. "'

Ceoiege L [er, 1EAR
Report an Ceograpdhy of ihe S=a

“Atmospheric disturbances
are so vast, and their action

ix so rapid, that it requires the
aitentive care of thousands
off obhservers before one can

el hopree 1oy clraeen the rough-
et figure of a passing storm. "
AW Groely, | B5S
Report o Ceograptyy-of e A

“Chuar alm should be to
correlate the distribution of
arrvimmcls and plants with the
physiagraphic conditions
uhich govern this distribu-
rioa, and to formalate the
laws which are operative in
bringing aboul the resnlis

wwe see, ™

. Han Meriarn, 889
Regort on Geography of Like

“The wwestern hemisphere @8
clrtually under the rule of
men chosen by the people,
ard though we cannol claim
thist in all instances the
result has been safisfactory,
there has, necertheless, been
a sfeady adeance. ™

et G Ogaden, |29
Hepor on Caography of the Land

circumnavigated. Magellan's voyage demonstrated the rotundity of
the earth by sailing westward until reaching the starting point.

The present cenlury forms a new era in the progress of geogra-
phy—the era of arganized research. In 1830, the Royal Geographi-
cal Society of England was lounded, a landmark in the history of
discovery. The Paris Society preceded it, and other countries soon
followed. The diffusion of geographical knowledge through these
societies directed the current of exploration into the most useful
channels. Before organized effort, darkness gave way at every step.

Amenca refuses to be left inthe rear. Already her explorers are in
every land and on every sea. Already she has contributed her quota
of martyrs in the frozen north, and has jed the way into the torrid re-
gions of Alrica. America has laid the foundations of a new sci-
ence—ihe Geography of the Sea. Our explorers have traced the
southward flow of the Arctic waters to temper the climate of the tor-
ricd zone, They have followed the northward set of the heated waters
ol the Equater and have shown how those wonderful rivers of wanm
waler [low through the coldersea, il they strike the western shores
of Europe and America and render habitable the almost Arctic
cournitnies of Greal Britaim and Alaska.

American explorers have sounded the depths-and discovered
the great plateaus on which the cables rest that bring us imo instan-
taneods communication with the world. They have shown a vast
submarine range, extending nearly the length of the Pacific—
modntains so high that their summits rise above the surface to form
islands and archipelagoes. From the depths, considered uninhab-
itable on account of the great pressure, they have brought living
things whose bodies burst open before they could be brought 1o the
surface; hiving creatures whose self-luminous spots supplied them
with the Lhght denied them in the deep abwss from which they
sprang. Vessels of our Fish Commission have discovered in the
deep sea, in one season, more forms of life than were found by the
Challenger Expedition in a three vears’ cruise. In manine laborato-
ries, our geographers of the sea have shown that an acre of water
miay be made to produce more food than ten acres of arable land.

In that other vast terrilory of the earth, the atmosphere that
surrounds i1, America has laid the
foundations of a Geography of the Air.
A little while ago we might have truly
said with the ancients "the wind bloweth
where it listeth, and we know neither
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from whence it comes nor whither it
goes”; but now an army of trained observers dispersed over the
globe observe the condition of the atmosphere according o a
pre-concerted plan. Through co-ordination of the observations
by a Central Bureau in Washington, we obtain a weather-map of
the world for every day of the year. We not only know whence
comes the wind and whither it goes, but predict its movements in
time to avert disaster to mariners and facilitate agriculbure.

When we embark on the great ocean of discovery, the horizon of
the unknown advances with us and surrounds us wherever we go.
The more we know, the greater we find is our lgnorance. Because
we know so little we have formed this society for the increase and
diffusion of Geographical knowledoe. ]
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“Tell me 1if

your civilization
IS Interesting”

THOSE ELECTRIFYING EIGHTEEN EIGHTIES WHEN
THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY WAS BORN

By WILLIAM H. GOETZMANN

Hustrated by FRED OTNES

N THE CO5M05 CLUB in Washington, D. C., hangs a picture of 33 men
gathered at a round table. It is January 13, 1858, and these bearded,
bespectacled men of serious mien are clearly engaged in an impor-
tant task. Besides the large polished table strewn with books and
important-looking papers, a glohe dominates the scene,

The man directly in the center of the picture, gesturing toward the
globe, looks somehow familiar. Of course; It is one-armed Maj, John Wesley
Powell, daring conqueror of the formerly unknown Colorado River of the
West and its rapids-filled Grand Canvon. He is now the director of the Unit-
ed States Geological Survey, one of the most effective federal bureaus. Al
this very time he is about to become one of the most powerful men in the
United States, though he doesn't know it. He is soon to be accidentally
granted control over settlement of the entire West by virtue of his becoming
director of the Irrigation Survey, which must certify all Western land parcels
as fit for settlement—in farms, ranches, or towns. He is the nation’s most
powerful geographer. Perhaps that is why artist Stanley Meltzoff placed him
at the focal point of this 1962 painting

Major Powell is certainly not the man who called the meeting. T'hat is
Gardiner Greene Hubbard, the gentleman with the flowing white beard
who appears Lo be reading from something.

‘es, he is reading from a resolution to form the National Geographic Soci-
ety, which these men are just now in the process of Incorporating.

If we look closely at the painting, we begin to notice that it depicts some of
Washington's and the nation's outstanding scientific men. Seated to Fowell's
right is Grove Karl Gilbert, one of America's foremost geologists and a




pioneer in studying the moon's geology—albeit from a considerable distance.
Next to him, waistooat and watch chain prominently displaved, is the
doyen of Arctic exploration, Brig. Gen. A, W. Greely. He looks solid and
prosperous now, but back in 1884, when his expedition met with disaster at
Cape Sabine on Pim Island, near Ellesmere, overlooking icy Smith Sound,
he was found dazed and emaciated, with six other survivors in a half-
collapsed tent, not far from a cemetery that vielded evidence of cannibalism.
Leaning over to converse with the man behind the patrisrchal Hubbard
15 the yvouthful-looking Comdr. Winfield 5. Schley, USN, who had rescued
Greely just in time—in fact, by only a matter of hours. There are others we
can recognize at the table: Henry Gannett, chief topographer of the U. S.
Geological Survey, and noted engineer Henry Mitchell; they were among
those who seconded Hubbard's invitation to the organizational meetings.
To the left of the picture, looking slightly owlish, is
George Kennan, explorer of Siberia and now a famous
author, whose namesake will grow up to be a famous COVER
diplomat and author known for his expertise on Russia
But there are too many distinguished figures present to GEDGRAPHIC tradition: One
introduce them all here. hundred years of first-
As the first President of the National Geographic Soci- peErson acoounts cou
ety, whose hundredth anniversary we celebrate this year, pled with historic pictures
Gardiner Greene Hubbard made the objectives of the include rare views of Lhasa,
0ociety clear in his keynote address, The Society hoped, Tibet, in 1905, a pioneenng
he declared, to bring together “the scattered workers [in effort in photojoumalism. Dian
geography, sciences; and exploration) of our country” Fossey's gorillas, studies of
with “the persons who desire to promote their researches ”  #reat whaies, a Maya jar lifted
Hubbard was conscious of the fact that he himself was no from a well in Yucatan, and
scientist; a lawyer and philanthropist, he had helped orga- a gold pre-Columbian figurine

. b tole 4 ; AR S symbolize a century of jnterest
nize the first telephone company for his son-in-law, Alex i natural Bstary and srchiasolo

ander Graham Bell.

“By my election,” he explained, “vou notifv the public ﬁdﬂﬁﬂﬂmﬁmﬁ 10
that . . . our Society will not be confined to professional the Poles: .E&:;qu&‘r’m Cos-
geographers. . . ." An aim of the Society was to help edu- tean and hﬂb;_.n D. Rallard
cate a nation that was growing and expanding so fast that explored the desp sea. The
its most utopian novelists seemed virtually obsolete even Expiarer I balloon reached the
as they published their glimpzes into the future. stratosphere in 1935, Barry C.

Edward Bellamy's utopian novel, Looking Backward, Bishop the top of Everest in 1963,
was one of the vear's important books. In it the hero, Ju- and Edwin E. “Buzz” Aldrin, Jr.,

lian West, went to sleep in 1887 and awoke in the vear the moon's'surface in 1969, The
2000. He found an unbelievable noncontentious socialist- society has touched all these
corporate society with amazing new contrivances. places, and more . . . and the

But could even Julian West have glimpsed, in the year ~ Wite horizons still beckon.

2000, such things as Edison's motion-picture machine,
which at that very time the “wizard of Menlo Park"” was
inventing? Did the kindly know-it-all Dr, Leete, Julian West's millennial
host, even conceive of television, then aborning, or the brainchild of that
eccentric Serbian-American, Nikala Tesla, the polyphase alternating-current
dynamor Displayed at the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 and at the
1900 Paris Expaosition, this was the very machine whose silent power was to
cause the philosophical historian Henry Adams to doubt the power of the
Holy Virgin for just a moment as he stood dazzled before George Westing-
house’s version of Tesla’s whirring wonder.,

Adams knew by then, if not before, that the 1880s had ushered in the
electrical age. Self-propelled electric vehicles, a street railway in Richmond,
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arise from the observa
1omn of littie thinos, " aaid

Alexander Graham Bell (ecenter
and lower right in this modem
collage ), inventor of the tele
phone and the National Geo

Fraphic l"ll'l-:"ll""-. - SBECONd presi
dent. In the I-".=-'“.~.=~ irventive
Arnericans were crealing devices
0 Imake communications faster
hor less strenuous, and life
more enjoyable; electncity was
the Key

Thomas Edison (left) imnvented
the Hight bully in 1878, bat he
stubbornly clung to direct
current motors, disdaining the
imsenlions of his ometime assis-
tant Nikola Tesla (right center)
In 1848 the Serbian immigrant
patented his altemating-cCurmént
“electromagnetic motor.” Elec
tricity powered the Linotype of
Ottmar Mergenthaler (bottom
right). Setting type from a key
board spurred production of
books, newspapers, and
magazines

George Eastman (wearing
nat} popuiarzed photography
by introducing rall film and a
simple box camerd, the Kodak,
a5 eariv as |B88, Lewis E. Wato
man (upper right) gave us the
fountain pen, and William
Horhick (lower left) introduced
mialted milk.
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Virginia, an entirely lighted ocean liner, a brightly lit-up Wall Street
district, telephone and telegraph systems, and even phonographs that repro-
duced the mysterious chants of Native Americans when taken into the field
bv a whole new group of scientists who called themselves anthropologists.

Up in New York's Auburn State Prison, convicted ax murderer William
Kemmler was the first to die in the new electric chair then thought to be
more humane than hanging. It took two jolts to kill him as he stubbarnly
twitched with life, but ultimately he was successfully “Westinghoused,” as
the newspapers termed it.

UT ELECTRICITY was only one of the energies of the '80s. Every-

D where there was the urge to uncover the last secrets of the globe.

The editor of the New York Hevald, James Gordon Bennett,
D knew this when he earlier sent reporter Henry Morton Stanley to

Africg to “find” Dr. Livingstone, who was not lost, and when he
cent the Jeannette to an Arctic doom while seeking to reach the North Pole.
When the Jeannette was crushed by ice in 1881 off Siberia’s Lena River Del-
ta and most of her men perished, Bennett had reporters on hand in the re-
motest part of Russia to take down stories of survivors, who were led by
George W. Melville, another founder of the Society.

Bennett regretted in 1887 that Stanley was no longer on his payroll. In
that very vear “the Welsh bastard " as the English gentry habitually called
him, was leading an expedition up the Congo and through the never-before-
explored Tturi rain forest. It was a jungle full of trees and vines that shut out
the equatorial sun overhead.

In this forbidding green hell Stanley's party was menaced by fire ants,
reptiles, Pygmies, and other roving bands armed with spears and blowguns
and poison-tipped darts; renegade Arab slavers ranged about its {ringes, and
reputed cannibal kings, whom even the Arabs avoided, held the power of
life and death over the explorers,

And then beyond the jungle, in which half of Stanley’s men perished, was
a great body of water, part of the Nile system, Lake Albert. On or beyond
this lake was the man Stanley had sworn to rescue—a curious Geérman doc-
tor, Eduard Schnitzer, whom Maj. Gen. Charles George "Chinese” Gordon,
the martyred governor general of Sudan, had made governor of southern
Sudan, an Egyptian province under British protection.

In a way it was the naturalized American Stanley, born John Rowlands
and raized in a Welsh orphanage, who accelerated “the scramble for Africa”
that so characterized the late 19th century. He had explored and mapped
much of central Africa by the 1880s and had helped set Leopold 11 of Bel-
gium up with a Congo Free State all his own to exploit shamelessly. Britain,
France, Germany, Italy, and Portugal were scrambling after the rest of the
“Dark Continent.”

In the course of this scramble none matched the eéxplorers as the heroes of
the age. Burton, Speke, Grant, and Sir Samuel and Florence Baker, to
name just a few, stood larger than life in their search for the sources of the
Nile, somewhere near the lofty Ruwenzori. Legend had it that untold wealth
lay in these Mountains of the Moon not far from the Nile's source, and the
British above all believed 1t.

WiLLiam H. GoerzMasy, a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and author, is Dickson,
Allen & Anderson Centennial Professor in American Studies and History at the University
of Texas in Austin, Kansas-born artist Firep OTNES bases his widely published collages
on & lifelong collection of photographs, clippings, and fragments of the past.

National Geographic, January 19588




Thus after the Mahdi, 2 Muslim holy man, began his massive holy war in
sudan, Britain sent its best to the scene—"Chinese” Gordon, who had
earned his nickname helping quell China’s Taiping Rebellion. But Gordon
was not enough. He was killed, and the Mahdi’s forces overran Sudan, with
the exception of the territory ruled by Dr. Schnitzer, better known as Emin
Pasha. The “civilized" world sensed that he could not hald out long, and

Stanley set out to rescue him.,

But like the Dir. Livingstone who was not lost, the pasha wits not neces-
sarily beleaguered. He did not want to be rescued! Poor Stanley, the most

famous explorer of his day, was reduced to dragging the
unwilling Emin Pasha past the towering, mist-hidden Ru-
wenzori Mountains, which no white man had ever ex-
plored, past the shores of Lake Victoria, and all across
what is now Tanzania to East Africa’s coast. There Ger-

man officers sought his knowledge in their efforts to sub-
due East Africa.

N THE 18808, however, and indeed through the '90s
and much of the early 20th century, the public idal-
ized intrepid explorers like Henry Morton Stanley
and Fridtjol Nansen, the Norwegian who first
crossed the silent, white interior of Greenkand.

Americans came to be especially proud of Comdr. Robert
E. Peary, who grew to know Greenland and Ellesmere Is-
land like his own backyard and who never wavered in his
desire to be the first to reach the North Pole, a feat finally
announced tn 1909,

In these heroic final efforts in the northern wastes, his
sponsars included none dther than the National Geo-
graphic Society, His likeness appeared most frequently,
however, on cards given out with packs of Hassan cork-
tipped cigarettes! Though Yale's [ootball team, with a 13
and 0 record, won the national championshipin 1888, and
the New York Nationals won an infant World Series, it
was not just pictures of sports stars that keyved mass adver-
tising of the newfangled manufactured cigarette. The
explorers were also represented: Stanley, Livingstone,
Burton, Speke, the mysteriously poisoned Arctic explorer
Chaurles Francis Hall, Shackleton, Scott, Amundsen, No-
hile, even walrus-like General Greely, whose expansive
presence had nearly dominated those first meetings of the
National Geographic Society.

But there was more international activity in the 1880s
than heroic exploration in unknown lands. In the Treaty
of Constantinople European countries and the Ottoman

COVERLEAF

xploration was the forerun:
ner o acquinng the “vast
resources of the eanh for
useful exploitation by the
masses,” according to Brig.
Gen, A. W. Greely, a Society
founder and explorer (at left).
The |880s and "Mis saw Ameri-
cans probing their new terrilory
of Alaska, seeking a shorteut
between the Atlantic and Pacif
ic, and challenging the Arctic.
Greely's three-year sclentific
expedition to Canada's Lady
Franklin Bay met disaster when
resupply ships fatled to arrive.
Mast of his men (group photo-
graph) perished-—among them
James B. Lockwoad, whoin
1882 reached lafitude 83" 24°,
the farthest norh yet achieved.
Later, explorer cards—bo-
nuses with cigarettes—honored
Lockwood (lower right} and
journalist Henry Morton Stanley
(center), who in 1871 had o
cated missionary-explorer David
Livingstane with the immortal
“Dir. Livingstone, | presume.,”
Stanley’s 1880s explorations of
central Africa helped apen the
wiy for its colonbztion,

Empire declared the Suez Canal open to all nations. At about the same time,
British Empire builder Cecil Rhodes, who already owned most of the dia-
mond mines of South Africa, dramatically extended his holdings into Rhode-
sin, today's Zimbahwe, by a treaty with the king of the Matabele.

Across the Atlantic the United States began to have the first glimmering
dreams of an empire. With Alaska exploration well under way, the concept
of the Pacific as an “American lake” gained momentum. The U. S. had just
acquired the right to use Pearl Harbor as a coaling station. A South Seas
naval battle nearly erupted early in 1889 between U. S., British, and German

America in 1888
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ships over control of the Samoa Islands. A timely hurricane that damaged
nearly all the combatant ships helped prevent a showdown and left Samoa

under joint international control.

With & shortcut to the Pacific as the major consideration, an isthmian
canal became a necessity. The French were failing in Panama. The U7, 5.
Congress, however, in 1889 incorporated the Maritime Canal Company of
Nicaragua to build and operate a canal there. But the ultimate showdown in
Congress over this issue would be a heated one, since # number of American
businessmen favored taking over the Panama project from the French.

United States foreign policy was still much centered on
the Pacific, especially when Washington Territory be-
came one of four new states to join the Union in 1880,
Along with California and Oregon, it broadened a United
=tates “window" on the Pacific.

HOUGH ONE would never know it from the
Sooners’ unseemly stampede into Oklahoma
Territory, by 1889 the mood of the country
was not one of helter-skelter dizorganiza-
tion. On the contrary, the formation of soci-
eties like the National Geographic Society was just one
expression of the demand for progress through organiza-
tion and efficiency spawned by the experience of han-
diing large numbers of men and machines during the
Civil War,

Indeed, the individual explorers became herves, be-
cause they stood out as individuals—exotic examples of a
new "cando" mentality that overtook Americansin the de-
cades after the Civil War. As symbols, they represented
those Darwinian, survival-of-the-fittest emerging “cap-
tains of industry™—men like John D. Rockefeller, who,
starting with a single refinery, came to dominate the oil in-
dustry through what the tycoons of the day called a trust.
The daring explorers also matched in initiative, and in go-
getter spirit, Scottish-born Andrew Carnegie, who rose
from bobbin boy in a Pennsylvania cotton mill to president
of the world's largest steel company. “Trinmphant democ-
racy,” Carnegie called it in his book of the same name,
published in 1886.

(ro-getter spirit also moved a clergyman named Russell
Conwell to go around the country touting the captains of
industry in a speech that he ultimately would deliver some

6,000 times and that he boiled down to one book, Acves of

ithes burst thelr seams,
luring farmers’ sons and
daughters and immi-
grants with expanding industrial
upportunities. Between 188()
and 1850 Chicapo doubled in
population to one million. There
architects first built great steel-
framed skyscrapers—like the
Tacoma Building (upper right)
and the Stock Exchange.
Municipal governments were
aften cormupt and city services
lxcking. Immigrants, many of
whotmn landed at Ellis Island
after 1892 {right center), were
herded into crowded tenements,
such as this back allev called
Bandits™ Roast off Mulberry
Street (upper left) in New York's
lower East Side. A Jew living in a
Ludiow Street coal cellar cele
brates Sabbath Eve (lower
right). Reporter Jacob A. Riis
(bottam ), himself once a strug-
gling immigrant from Denmark,
employed the camera to record
the “foul alleys and fouler lene-
menls™ he wrote about for the
New York Fribune and his 1880
book, How the Cither Half Lives

Diamonds, inspiring reading in 1888, Men went to the ends of the earth,
Conwell declared, in search of wealth hidden in lost treasures like those
of the legendary King Solomon's mines, when at their very feet lay acres of

diamonds!

These acres consisted of opportunities for Americans who worked alertly
at their everyday tasks, paid attention to business, and had strength of char-
acter. Inventors like George Westinghouse and George Pullman, in invent-
ing the railroad-car air brake and the palace sleeping car respectively, had
seen those acres of diamonds and scooped up their fill of rewards. Conwell
casually skipped over the shenanigans of the railroad promoters and gold-
market manipulators like Jay Gould and the flambovant Jim Fisk.

America in 838
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xhilarated by emancipation
Afrc-Americans began
io play a larger role in
LIS, life in the 1870s and "80s
Ceorge Washinglon Williams
(haft], Cival War veteran anad Chiio
legislator, published his
acclaimed History of the Negro
Race in America in 1883, In the
sanme year lan viatzeliger of
Lynin, Massachusetts (fop nght)
patented his shoe-lasting
machine, which revolutionized
shoe manufacture. A decade
later Philadelphitan Mrs. Nathan
Mossell (in Jocket) published
e Work of the Afrc-Armericomn
Woman, focusing on fellow
curialists
But reaction set in. Southern
stites disenfranchised black vol
ers. Mobs had lynched hun
dreds of blacks by 1894, & sorry
chronicie conm :
Wells [lower center). Insulting
stereolypres appeared in trade
CArds, NeEWspapers, and sheel
music ("black™ was then a slar.
e great abolitionist Freder
ick Douglass {right), L. 5. Minis
ver o Halti in 1889, contimuaily
spoke for full equality, while
Booker T. Washington (center),
|l1||r'|-|'[-':':r-|[T1.'F:-2.L"!-‘.-I"I' Institute
ity Alabamais, counseled

ACCOImMImOodalion

Fleeing Southem prejudice,
a group of Tennesseans settied
in Topeka, Kansas, where in
| 893 they founded the city's firsl
black kindergarten (uppet left)
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Now a movement for industrial laboratories force-feeding new discoveries
came to the fore. In Pittshurgh, Westinghouse backed the strange Serbian
wizard, Tesla, who, dressed in white tie and tails and thick cork-soled
shoes, liked to make himself glow in the dark while thousands of volts of
electricity from his inventions played through or around him as he lit up
fluorescent swords in the darkness or vacuum bulbs that produced a blind-
ing incandescence. So grandiose was Tesla that he dreamed of manipulat-
ing the earth’s magnetic fields so that the very globe would transmit his
alternating current.

Meanwhile, in Ohio, Albert A. Michelson and Edward W, Morley, ina
world-changing experiment, demonstrated that the speed of light was con-
stant as the earth moved through space. They thus posed a question that Al-
bert Einstein was to answer a few decades later with his theory of relativity,
Reality would never be the same again.

In New Jersey, Edison and his co-workers with more modest aims turned
out invention after invention. During the 1880s and "90s applications to the
U. S. Patent Office took a quantum leap, registering such practical aids as
the Burroughs adding machine. Alexander Graham Bell established an in-
dustrial invention-oriented laboratory in Washington, D, C., while in Roch-
ester, New York, George Eastman introduced the roll film, mass-produced
Kodak as early as 1888, Now, thanks to American genius, everyone could
become a recorder of his own history and perhaps even an artist in the “real-
ist" mode. Eastman made even creativilty simpie and unleashed upon the
world a never-ending flood of family albums of “what we did on our vaca-
tion” pictures, Today, of course, they form a treasure of otherwise lost social
history and views of land and cityscapes now greatly changed.

HE MODELS of organization exemplified by industrial laboratories
and big business influenced each layver of society. Every year
new professional organizations appeared: The American Eco-
nomic Association, American Historical Association, American
Chemical Society—and so it went, In 1888 alone the following

associations were formed: the Geological Society of America, American Soci-

ety of Church Histories, American Folklore Society, and American Mathe-
matical Society, Still another association of the 1880s was the Amateur

Athletic Union, which paradoxicallv—Ilike its later rival, the National Colle-

giate Athletic Association—professionalized amateurism,

Even machine politics had become organized and much more subtle since
the davs of Boss Tweed and the “plug-uglies” in New York City, In the elec-
tion of 1888, Republican political bosses counseled presidential candidate
Benjamin Harrison to stay home and conduct a “front porch” campaign. Al-
though Harrison managed to speak to more than 300,000 people from his
front porch in Indianapolis, party strategists with some difficulty pulled the
strings that aligned the party organization behind the colorless Harrison and
pulled him to an electoral, though not a popular, vote victory.

N THAT VERY ELECTION YEAR the British political analyst James Bryce,
later a viscount, was finishing perhaps the most complete and percep-
tive analyvsis of American political life ever produced, The American
Commonwealth. Unlike so many foreign analysts, Bryce succeeded
in understanding the nature of American politics without conde-

scending to the people of the United States. His observations were subtle—
including acute descriptions of “rings and bosses,” politics as a machine, the
spoils system, corruption, the nominating convention, reform efforts, the

National Geographic, January 1988




manipulation of public opinion, and the ongoing presidential campaign.

In describing the general character of Americans, Bryvce saw them as
good-natured (" Even a mob lynching a horse thief in the West . . . will give
him a good drink of whiskey before he is strung up"), indulgent, humorous,
full of faith in the right judgment of "the People.” relativelv well educated
even if superficially so, moral, religious, busy—not contemplative—but
above all a people of paradox who are “changeful” but at the same time

“ronservative,”

When Americans move, according to Bryce, they hold on to their most

cherished values and carry them with them, like the tur-
tle his shell and the English their manners, only to estab-
lish them as a kind of order in a new phyvzical and social
environment. No political analyst before or since has
understood the American people quite so well as James
Brvce. The American Commonwealth should be a corner-
stone in the “cultural literacy” of Americans even today.
Bryce's opinions seem dated only in his neglect of the
black population, one generation removed from slavery.
But in 1888 Booker T. Washington was still building the
seven-yvear-old normal school that would become Tuske-
gee Institute. W.E.B. Du Bois was then just graduating
from Fisk University. And nervous, post-Reconstruction
whites were proposing the Jim Crow laws they would
enact during the next decade. Black social participation
was & long struggle away.

Political, economic, and social issues in the United
States were no less complex in the late 19th century than
today's ethnic, gender, and special-interest fragmenta-
tion. Throughout the 1880s, women's causes were in full
swing. While men admired the voluptuous stage star
Lillian Russell, women were rallying to Julia Ward Howe,
May Sewall, Lucy Stone, and Susan B. Anthony in a
march toward suffrage and political equality. In 1888 the
latter helped plan a congress on woman's rights, chaired
by reformer Frances Willard, that met in Washington,
D. C., where the government could hardly ignore it.

But the movements' objectives went far bevond mere-
Iy getting the vote; they included many of the causes
pressed by women today: labor unions, temperance cru-
sades, attacks on double standards of morality, educa-
tional equality at all levels, equal employment and career
practices, and child-care centers. And it was & woman
who founded a new religious denomination—mystical,
mercurial Mary Baker Eddy with her delineation of
Christian Science.

Thus the era, bélving a calm surface that mirrored
little beyond the domestic ambitions of Louisa May

OVERLEAF:

he Old West was no more.

By 1888 railroads had

replaced wagon trains,
surveyors were marking farm-
land, Wells Fargo—no longer a
stage line with armed oulriders
(center left}—was completing its
transcontinental express ser-
vice, and the feared Apache
Geronimo (top lefl, at right) was
on the reservation. The West
moved into the realm of popular
nastalgia.

in 1888 Theodore Roosevelt
(far right) published Ranch Life
arnd the Hunting Tratl, recount-
ing his experences during his
two years in Dakota Territory, In
the book he expressed his sor-
row it the passing of " perhaps
the pleasantest, healthiest, and
mixst exciting phase of Ameri-
Goateed William F. Cody

spread Western images around
the world with his Buffalo Bill's
Wild West Show. Sitting Bull
(bottom center) appeared dur-
ing the 1B85 season. In 1887
Cody took the troop to Britain,
where cowboys, Indians, and
sharpshooter Annie Oakley
(behind Nowers) performed at
Queen Victoria's golden jubilee.

Alcott’s Little Women, was astir with profound turning points in the cam-

paign to gain full rights and more fulfilling life roles.

In addition, great waves of immigrants were pouring into the country,
primarily from southern and eastern Europe, at the rate of 500,000 per vear.
Because of language barriers and kinship, these new immigrants gathered
together in the fast-growing major cities of America. New York and Boston

and other East Coast cities

America in 888

(Continued on page 24)
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naturally ballooned in population, but so did places farther west like Chicago,
St. Louis, Milwaukee, and Omaha, And from these expanding cities people
spilled out over the surrounding country, especially the Great Plains and,
drawn by sudden mineral booms, to the Far West beyond, or into the Rocky
Mountains at such unlikely places as Leadville, Bannack, Virginia City,

and Deadwood, in the Black Hills of Dakota Territory. In terms of popu-
lation the great West was an “oasis culture” dominated by towns, cities,

the rallroads, and the large mining, timber, and cattle interests.

v THE LATE 18808 the Indian wars were nearly over, and the
buffalo were fast disappearing—in fact disappearing so rapidly
that people like George Bird Grinnell, Theodore Roosevelt,
and Buffalo Bill himself began an effort to conserve and protect
the endangered species. T. R. and others formed the Boone
and Crockett Club in 1888 to do just that and in the process protect
sportsmen hunters against the commercial predator who hunted simply for
hides and fur.

As for the Native Americans, the Dawes General Allotment Act of 1887
seemed to solve their problems in one stroke of the pen. Some Indians were
now made U. S, citizens, eligible for homestead farms and other citizen priv-
fleges. Instead of standing out against the white population, thanks to a
whiole series of new Indian schools they were expected to just melt into the
total population. The fact that the Native American seemed stubbornly dis-
inclined to do so did not unduly alarm most Americans, After the massacre
at Wounded Knee in December of 1890, the U. S, Army considered the Indi-
an wars over; the noble red man became a national hero appearing on coins
and in Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show

Beginning in 1883 with his first Wild West Show, Buffalo Bill became a
worldwide hero, an increasing flood of dime novels touting his fictional ex-
ploits. He also created other heroes such as the cowboy, the patriotic
chiefs—Sitting Bull, Rain-in-the-Face, and especially Chief (Gall, who had
helped doom Gen. George Custer's reckless attack on the Little Bighorn that
hot June day in 1876, “Little Sure Shot” Annie Oakley stood for all the hero-
ic frontier women in Bill's show, which played to at least a million people on
both sides of the Atlantic, But Buffalo Bill did the most to make the cowbay
perhaps the world's most recognized hero figure.

N 1888 voung Theodore Roosevelt helped along what Buffalo Bill had
started. He published a series of articles about his own experiences in
the West in the prestigious Century Magazine. The articles were made
into & book, dramatizing T. R. as a cowbay but also providing an
analysis of various kinds of typical Westerners from “old-style”

French-Canadian trappers to modern cowboys, small-town dudes, and
gunfighters.

Roosevelt himself had no use for gunfighters; instead he was an admirer of
the real cowboy, who was, in T. R.'s eyes, “Brave, hospitable, hardy, and
adventurous . . . the grim pioneer of our race. . . ."

Ranch Life and the Hunling Trail was a thorough description of Western
life—a stvle of living that inevitably was passing away. On this point Roose-
velt set the tone for those who came after him and wrote about or painted
the West—one of nostalgia.

He predicted: “In its present form stock-raising on the plaimns is doomed,
and can hardly outlast the century. The great free ranches, with their barba-
rous, picturesque and curiously fascinating surroundings, mark a primitive

National Geagraphic, January 1985




stage of existence . . . and we who have felt the charm . . . will not only re-
gret its passing for our own sakes, but must also fee! real sorrow that those
who come after us are not to see . . . what is perhaps the pleasantest, healthi-
est, and most exciting phase of American existence "

Roosevelt's book was wondrously illustrated by a young man destined to
leave behind many of our most vivid visual images of the West—Frederic
Remington. Remington, once a burly Yale football plaver, became the
West's most famious chronicler in 2,700 paintings and drawings, 25 bronzes,
five collections of short stories, two novels, and a play, plus countless maga-
zine articles and intérviews.

Remington, like Roosevelt, saw himself as the preserver of the memory of
the West and the vigorous years of American life. That world really came to
an end in the “great die-up” in the winter of 1886-87, when terrible blizzards
decimated all the great cattle herds and set cowboys to looking for another
line of work.

EANWHILE IN THE WEST, railroading, mining, town building,
speculative farming, and even ranching became big business.
American youth, like Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn, reck-
oned they had to “light out for the Territory™ in the 1880s. In
the period between 1870 and 1890 the population west of the
Mississippi grew from 6,877,000 to 16,776,000, The population in Nebraska
grew ninefold, and in the bleak Dakotas, 40-fold.

Down in Waco, Texas, in 1887 one C. W. Macune organized the farmers
into what was called the Farmers' Alliance but which soon came to be
known as the Populist Party, whose most famous presidential candidate was
William Jennings Bryan.

Populism set out to be more than a farm-and-ranch interest group. It was
a protest against big business, the far-off bankers, the railroads, and the loss
of freedom caused by the West's increasing dependence on the vicissitudes of
world markets. The Populists resented the West's being, asit long remained,
a colony of the eastern cities. But because they failed to make alliances with
the other large groups of disenchanted people—the laborers, factory work-
ers, and immigranis of the cities of the East—they friled as a political party.

The big cities of the East and Midwest had engendered social forces that
became the new frontiers, as the great historian of the frontier Frederick
Jackson Turner pointed out in his presidential lecture to the American His-
torical Association in 1910, This lecture, alas, has remained far less well
known than his famous lecture of 1893 on “The Significance of the Frontier
in American History,"

In the 18803 the Knights of Labor, America's first large union, reached the
hetght of 1ts power, but before the decade was out, the American Federation
of Labor (AFL) began to replace it. All during the decade one strike after
another broke out. Even the cowboys down in Texas went on strike. Big
labor was just beginning to catch up with big business. It received a setback
in the Chicago Haymarket bombing in 1886, when seven policemen were
killed. The blame for the act was thrust upon immigrant anarchists and
labor leaders, impeding union growth for decades.

As huge new steel-frame skyscrapers began to rise in agitated Chicago and
then New York and other major cities, concerned citizens turned their atten-
tion to the new urban frontier. The reformer-photographer Jacob Riis
toured Corlears Honk, Hell's Kitchen, Five Points, and other ghettos and
rabbit-warren slums. Soon he authored How the Otker Half Lives, a differ-
ent kind of 1890s best-zeller. Journalist Riis was armed with a camera and

America in 1888
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religion, as sports has
been dubbed, was win
ning converns by the score in the
1880s. The “salety” bicycle with
wheels of the same size helped
make cycling the most popuian
outdoor s Football wis for
ruffians until Yale's coach Wal
ter Camp helped devise lasting
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flash-powder apparatus as he penetrated the filthy tenements and back al-
levs of the nation’s largest city. His beat was “the Bend” in Mulberry Street,
which he called the “foul core of New York's slums.”

He described women carrving loads of decaying vegetables fallen from the
market wagons, stands selling slimy fish, and “big, awkward sausages”
hanging in the grocer’s doorway. “What they are,” Riis wrote, “I never had
the courage to ask.”™ Perhaps they were all that was left of a “dead goat

... lyving on Pell Street . . . [that] was mysteriously missing by the time the
offal-cart came by to take it away."

Below 14th Street there were by actual count 111 Protestant churches and
4,065 “stale-beer dives." Police raided these saloons like soldiers crozsing an
enemy frontier, Riis often went along “as a kind of war correspondent” with
the constables, who hit places “crawling with bugs” where “grouped about &
heer keg . . . a foul and rageed host of men and women on boxes, benches,
and stools” passed tomato cans of stale brew from hand to hand. Riis's
work, together with a mounting number of newspaper and magazine arti-
cles, helped to call attention to these ghastly urban horrors.

But long before Riis started his exposés, Charles Loring Brace had begun
establishing his Newshoys' Lodging Houses for orphaned and delinquent
children. It was these waifs, these “street Arabs,” that Horatio Alger used as
models for his wildly unrealistic rags-to-riches stories that were actually pal-
liatives, or pacifiers, to the middle class, since the poor couldn't read and the
rich didn't care to be reminded of “how the other half ived.” Brace, however,
was one of the great reformers of the era. Besides the Newsboys' Lodging
Houses, he formed the Children’s Aid Society, and through it placed more
than 100,000 orphaned children in homés in rural America. It was a migra-
tion as large as the 1849 gold rush to California.

In Chicago's congested immigrant section Jane Addams in 1889 opened
Hull House, the famous settlement house that aided working mothers and
poor families. Hull House, essentially a bastion against the hostilities
of the urban world, expanded its activities until it became an educational
facilitv as well. It was copied all over the country, as Americans in the
18805 and early '90s turned inward to the urban frontier that has not yet
been conquered.

N MARCH OF 1888 New York City itself was paralyzed by a great bliz-
zard that generated drifts as high as 20 feet. Hundreds were killed,
including the Gilded Age political boss Roscoe Conkling, who eventu-
allv died of overexertion as a result of his strenuous twe-mile walk
from Wall Street to Union Square through snowdrifts as deep as his

armpits. Eastern papers, especially Harper's Weekly, dramatized the New
York storm in a way that they never approached the “great die-up” in the
West the year before.

According to Harper's, as the snow pelted down in gale-force winds, the
city suddenly became snowed under. Most of the vehicular and pedestrian
traffic stopped. “The city wore a strange aspect,” Harper's reported.

“In such a great thoroughfare as the Bowery there was almost no life and
movement. . . . There was no roar and rattle of trains overhead, no clatter
of hoofs and jingle of bells in the street below. The air was strangely dark-
ened . . . asit is at the time of an eclipse. . . . The drifts were littered with

. . . barber poles, cigar-store Indians, and other fallen signs . . . . [the] signs
that still swung, snapped and creaked in concert with the whistle and
swish of the fi0-mile wind and its icy freight. A stranded horse-car lifted

its bulk here and there among the other wreckage . . . abandoned vehicles

National Geographic, January 938




.+« and a buge truck piled up with eighty frozen carcasses of hogs."

The great cable-hung Brooklyn Bridge, completed in 1883, held firm.,
though a daredevil pedestrian trving to cross it nearly perished of exhaustion
before he was réscued by policemen. In Brooklyn the wind blew roofs off
houses, and in Manhattan panicked people were stranded on the elevated
raillways. In one case they made their escape from the cars on a ladder
erected by an enterprising citizen who charged 50 cents a head for the
frightened passengers to descend. Though New York City had come to
an eerie halt, the spirit of entrepreneurship among rank-and-file citizens

scarcely missed a beat.

The federal government in those days did not provide
disaster relief, but it was not entirely oblivious to the mas-
sive social dislocations caused by excessive entrepreneur-
ship and especially big business. In 18387 Congress passed
the Interstate Commerce Act and in 1890 the Sherman
Anti-Trust Act. Industrial lobbyists and small-time ward
bosses now had the federal government to contend with.
They did not have to worry, however, because the U, S,
Supreme Court declared that corporations and trusts had
the status of fictilious persons who could not be regulated
without “due process of law.” Enforcement of reform acts
became difficult if not impossible.

HILE THE NEW CLASS of industrial man-

agers and emergent labor leaders, as well

as the courts and the capitalists, wrestled

with the "real” problems of everyday life in

a rapidly growing industrial society, people

found time for the arts as well. For at least two decades,

the 1870s and '80s, artists Albert Bierstadt and Thomas

Moran reached great heights of popularity with their

grand landscapes of the American West. Moran's brilliant

watercolors of Yellowstone helped congressmen decide to

sel the region aside as the world’s first national wilderness

park. His watercolors of the scenic West were made into

beautiful chromaolithographs by the Louis Prang Compa-

ny and distributed by the thousands from 1876 on. With

this new multi-color printing process that brought copies

of works of art to the public at relatively cheap prices,

America became what E. L., Godkin, editor of the NMation,
called, disdainfully, “a chromo-civilization.”

Color suddenly was everywhere—in the architecture
of Frank Furness of Philadelphia, whose Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arts is a masterpiece, in the shingled
cottage-style houses of David Russell Brown and Ferdi-
nand van Beren with their brightly colored stones and

OVERLEAF:

ike the contents of a calch-
all drawer in great-
grandmother's house,

fragments of an era help cap-
ture the time when the National
Geographic Society was born.

Some faces are unknown; oth-
ers bear famous names: Mark
Twain (lower left), whose books
included his Mississippi river-
boat expenences, and bearded
John Wesley Powell (left), a
Soctety founder and explorer of
the Grand Canyon. Gen, Nelson
A_ Miles (lower right) directed
Army troops that put down the
last Sioux uprising and guelled
the Pullman strike in Chicago.

Women found rale models in
Clara Barton (upper right), first
president of the American Red
Cross, Jane Addams (profile at
center), founder of Chicago's
Hull House for the poor, and
journalist Nellie Bly,

Fhotographs of animals and
humans in motion by Eadweard

Muybridge, published in the
1880s, helped Frederic Reming-
ton (top center) paint Western
scenes, Pool-plaving firernen in
Johnstown recall the disastrous
Pennsylvania Mood of 1889,

sweeping storyhook roofs, in the exploding stick-style extravaganzas that
housed peaple from industrial towns like New Haven and Bridgeport, Con-
necticut, to the picturesque hills above San Francisco Bay. These spectacu-
lar houses were “eclectic”—a pastiche of styles in which the jigsaw had run
wild and all the newly developed paint colors were emploved with seemingly

reckless abandon.

One heard a great deal about the Fifth Avenue mansions of New York,

like that of Cornelius Vanderbilt I1, which was

America in 1858

(Continued om page 36)
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n election vear, 1888 saw
all the hoopla of a presi
dential campaign and
lived up to lames Bryce's obser-
vation: "'In American elections

everything is heid to depend
on organizaton.”

The Detnocratic Convention
selected incumbent Grover
Cleveland by acclamation,
while the Republicans wrangled
through eight ballots before
choosing Benjamin Harrison
The rotund Cleveland, running
with Allen (. Thurman, made an
issue of rrducing the protective
tarif, thereby alienating big
business. The bearded Harnson
and his running mate, Lévi P

Morton, sided with the magnntes.

Harmson' s campalgn commit
iee raised money, pul oul cam
paign literature, and kepl him st
home in [ndianapolis while the
organzation did its work. Harri-
son's friend Lew Wallace.
guthor of Ben Hur—was broaght

in o pen a biography. The candi-

date himsell gave more than 80
extemporanecus speeches from
his front porch and a nearby
park to nearly 300,000 people.
Although Cleveland won the
popular vole by 90,000 voles,
Harrison was the victor in the
electoral college. Because ol
the close election, the era has
been called the “penod of no
decision.”
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pseudo-Renaissance in style. This impressive structure was more than
matched, however, by another Renaissance-revival building constructed
of pink granite—the Texas State Capitol—which opened in 1338,

Built by Scottish stonemasons and 500 convicts, who quarried the granite
30 miles away and loaded it on a specially constructed narrow-gauge rail-
road, the Texas State Capitol was described as the seventh largest building
in the world, a few feet higher than the U. 5. Capitol in Washington, D). C.
Construction costs were borne by the donation of three million acres of
state land in west Texas to a consortium that became the massive X1IT (Ten
in Texas) Ranch. The opening ceremony at the capitol was marked by an
address given by Sam Houston's youngest son, Temple Houston: “Here
glitters a structure that shall stand as a sentinel of etermity, to gaze upon

passing ages, . . .

LL OVER THE COUNTRY the City Beautiful movement was gaining
momentum. It involved the construction of large city parks, tri-
umphal Roman arches, and impressive neoclassic buildings
ranging from banks to city halls and from state capitols to town
jails. This whole late 19th-century period has, and without
irony, been dubbed the American Renaizssance, in part because of the domi-
nant architectural style of its mansions and public buildings.

In Chicago something else was stirring. William Le Baron Jenney's Home
Insurance Building, completed in 1885, was the prototype of a structure
that would become known as a skyscraper. In 1889 the steel-beamed Leiter
Building and the first 1fi-story, steel-framed office building, the Manhattan
Building, pointed the way to a rising future. Two of Jenney’s young drafts-
men, Daniel H. Burnham and Louis Sullivan, would carry the Chicago
School and its skvscrapers inte its fullest flower,

John Singer Sargent's aristocratic portraits went well with the Renads-
sance concept, as did the work of a hundred lesser painters in the same blue-
blood vein. But Americans were also enthralled by the colorful narrative
works of Winslow Homer, whether in his favorite medium, watercolors,
or in oils. Homer told stories with his paintings—of men lost on the Grand
Banks or menaced by sharks in the Gulf Stream off the Bahamas, or of
fashionable grand ladies taking the air at Long Branch, New Jersey, or of
equally dignified but common ladies heading to work at “the morning bell.”

Some American artists in the period were mavericks, but masters all
the same. Thomas Eakins dedicated himself to realism, even to the point
of using nude models of both sexes in his classes at the Pennsylvania Acad-
emy of Fine Arts. At other times he had students dissecting cadavers of
horses {and some said humans) so that they might get the musculature
just right.

On the other hand, James MeNeill Whistler brought exotic orientalism
and Far Eastern art technigues to his murky, screen-like, dramatic pictures,
Also, in 1886 the American public was introduced (o the new highly colorful
work of the French Impressionists in a mammoth exhibition in New York
City got up by the Parisian dealer Durand-Ruel. His show, entitled "Works
in 0il and Pastel by the Impressionists of Paris,” numbered 300 pieces:
waorks by Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, Degas, Manet, Sisley, Seurat, Morisot,
and even the American expatriate Mary Cassatt, who had also flirted with
the Japanese style. The sensational show signaled the American, and per-
haps the Western world's, desire for color, light, variety, and grandeur as a
kind of fantasy counterpart to the grimness of recent wars and the factory
anid industrial world.

National Geographic, January 19858




In achieving this, the French vied with Americans in applying science and
engineering to art. And they punctuated the modern era with Gustave
Eiffel's majestic tower—itself a work of a new art that, like the Brooklyn
Bridge, became an ultimate symbol of beauty for a new machine age, one
that triggered the first phases of a movement that began to be called mod-
ernism, just as the 1890s, a whole new era, dawned.

l"’-: HUS WHEN BASEBALL AND FOOTBALL in America rose to the fore-
front during the period, and Walter Camp's first All-America
team was announced in 18809, people seemed Lo look ahead
toward the Gay Nineties. After all, 200,000 “safety" bicycles,
with wheels of equal size, were produced in 1889, John L.
Sullivan defeated Jake Kilrain in the 75th round of the last barbaric bare-
knuckle championship fight, the U. 5. Lawn Tennis Association was
formed, the Newport Casino was completed, and for the first time in history
the world heard a public rendition by actor DeWolf Hopper of “Casey at the
Bat” at Wallack's Theatre in New York City. It was an event rivaled only
by the world's first beauty contest held at Spa, Belgium, and the terrifving
activities of London's notorious Jack the Ripper, who managed to brutally
murder six women in one year, thus offering a real-life countérpart to Arthur
Conan Doyle's newly created Sherlock Holmes stories. And, ironically, all
these events seem to have overshadowed the great flood of the Yellow River
in China, in which some 900,000 people perished in the greatest natural
disaster in history.

In 1889 Indian tribes in the Far West, following the words of Wovoka, a
Ute prophet, began the Ghost Dance ceremony, Tragic victims themselves
of civilization’s juggernaut, the red men sought to dance away the white
men, dance back their murdered friends and relatives, and at the very least
dance back the buffalo, They wore special magical shirts that were said to
be bulletproof. This proved not to be the case for the Sioux at Wounded
Rnee Creek in 1890, The whites staved, the ancestors remained ghosts, and
buffalo roamed in newly built zoos, a craze for which was sweeping
the country.

ELLIE BLY, the famous female reporter for the New York World,

missed much of this. At the time, she was busy beating Jules

Verne's record fictional journey by a fictional Phileas Fogg, Es-

quire, “around the world in eighty days,” In one of the

world's outstanding pseudo events, she did beat it, making the
global tour in just 72 days, 6 hours, 11 minutes, and 14 seconds.

The 1880s had been an incredible decade for sensational feats, from that
of Nellie Blv to those of Henry Morton Stanley, spectacular scientific discov-
eries, a time of world-shaking inventions, Indian wars, phenomenal urban
growth, massive immigration by whaole new cultures with new ideas and
values, and a time of almost magical change in the whole countryside—
change that would have dazzled Edward Bellamy's Julian West and the
know-it-all Dr. Leete, as well as Mark Twain's Connecticut Yankee, who
in Twain's novel of 1889 had brought his modern technical knowledge back
to King Arthur's court with disastrous results,

Curiously, historians, as well as other people at the time, seemed to have
realized or sensed that the 1880s marked the end of one phase of American
life and the beginning of another—leaving us only to ask, as the British
poet Matthew Arnold did in his book of 1888, *“Tell me if your civilization is
interesting.” O

America in 1888
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oit MORE than half of an
eventful century, it has
heen my extraordiniry
fortune to serve our
10-veiar-old  Soclely
In my 55 vears ol ser-
vice 1 have known more than half
of the 155 distinguished men and
women who have sat on our Board
of Trustees—as diverse and talented a group
as any Amerlcan organization could hoast:
Twno U. S, Presidents (Taft and Coolidge), one
Vice President (Dawes), four Chiel Justices
(again Taft, as well as Hughes, Warren, and
Burger), scientists, men and women of arts
and letters, business executives, educators,
philanthropists, inventors, statesmen.

Among the most versatile trustees was Dr
Lyman J. Briggs, longtime director of the Na-
tional Bureau of Standards. Hewas famousin
scientific clreles for work in physics that pre-
pared the way for the atomic age, but once Dir,
Briggs made headlines on the sports pages. “A
distinguished physicist told baseball pitchers
vesterday how to throw curves,” read one
news story. “Spin that ball, he said."

Dir. Briggs tested the baseball’s trajectory at

‘ashington's old Griffith Stadium, figured
the most effective speed (about 100 feet per
second, or 68 miles an hour) and the widest
possible curve (about 17 inches), and thus took
some mystery out of our national sport.

Many another national tradition has been
shaped by our trustees. For example, two
boird members and the wife of a third helped
bring Japanese cherry trees to Washington
One was David Falrchild, a botanist and plant
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The Trustees Who
Have Carried On the Tradition

By MELVIN M. PAYNE

CHATRMAN OF THE SDARD EHMERITLA
AT OS], OEGNAPFEIC BOCTETT

explorer. He ronmed the world for
the U. S, Department of Agriculture
and was responsible for the intro-
duction of more than 80, 000 kinds of
useful plants. He personally collect-
ed & variety of sorghum from the Su-
dan, dates from the Persian Gulf,
and tung tree seeds from China. In
Japan Dr. Fairchild was delighted
by the flowering cherry trees and brought sev-
eral specimens back to his Maryland estate

. Fairchild had long known Eliza R. Scid-
more, an “authoress of clever books on Ja-
pan," as a contemporary described her. The
remarkable Miss Scidmore joined our board in
1892, bringing a wealth of knowledge from her
travels. A doctor of iterature, she wrote re-
ports for the GEOGRAPHIC on elephant hunts
inSiam, sealingships off Alaska, and an earth-
guake and tsunami in Japan.

With characteristic energy, Miss Scidmaore
joined Dr. Fairchild and 83 schoolchildren on
Arbor Day, 1908, to plant the first Japanese
cherry tree in a Washington park. Four years
later—after enlisting the help of Mrs. William
Howard Taft—Dr. Fairchild, Miss Scidmore,
and the nation's capital welcomed the official
Japanese gift of 3,000 cherry trees. Mrs. Taft
herself planted the first tree.

Half a century ago, of course, the world was
adifferent place, and our eyes then were noton
astronauts (two astronauts currently serve as
trisstees) but on explorers such as Rear Adm.
Richard E. Byrd. My most memorable im-
pression of Admiral Byrd was, appropriately,
during a snowstorm.

As a boy I had long read about this great
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polar explorer. The Society was helping to
support his resegrch when [ became a fledgling
society employee in 1932, I regarded Admirgl
Hyrd with awe and felt & special excitement
cach time he returned from one of his Antarctic
expedittons. His long absences, however, pre-
sented some difftculties for the admiral, and
before one meeting he asked a favor of me.

“"Please stand here beside me,” he said,
“and when members come in, whisper their
names." | did, and he responded with flair.
“Bill! How good to see you again!™ he would
shout beartily, Each Bill was impressed with
the admiral’s splendid memory

Dunng one such meeting a blizzard hit
Washington and grounded all flights, includ-
ing Admiral Byrd's plane to Boston. We ar-
ranged for train tickets, and I tapped him on
the shoulder to tell him it was time to go

“How can Lever pet ataxd in this?™ he asked.
| explained that we already bad a car for him
with motor running. He beamed: "Sometimes
1 think the National Geographic Society is
more efficient than the Navy. "™

High praise indeed. But then among our
trustees we have enjoyed the efficient help ol
five other Navy admirals, as well as five Army
and Air Force generals, a tradition that dates
from the era when exploration was usually ar-
ranged in cooperation with the armed forces,
Robert E. Peary and his exploits were an ex-
ception—but that was before my ime.

a0 were other giants of the early years
imventor Alexander Graham Bell and proneer
conservatiomsts like Gitford Pinchot and Ste-
phen Mather. I worked closely with the next
generation of trustees, during the time of Gil-
bert H. Grosvenor and John Oliver La Goree.

Among our founding trustees, 1 met only
aone, Maj. Gen. A. W. Greely. But in 1932 the
famous 19th-century Arctic explorer moved
with the full weight of his 88 years and needed
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help to push open the heavy front door at So0a1-
ety headgquarters. At that time board members
were elected for life, but later the board pro-
vided for the retirement of older members and
then for the participation of emeritus members
whose health permits.

Charles Evans Hughes served as a member
from 1930 until his death i 1948, [ remember
him as & very distinguished but reserved man,
certainly no handshaker, Earl Warren, in
contrast, was delightfully down to earth. He
staved on after meetings— often for 4 swim at
the University Club across the street—and
reminmisced nbout his dayvs in elective office.

Each trustee has brought his own expertise
and personal sivie to the service of the Society
(zen. of the Armies John J. Pershing (George
Washington was the onlv other leader to re-
ceive that title) was a man of splendid militan,
bearing, even in his declining vears. His doe-
tors had warned him to avoid climbing stairs,
and ke missed many meetings until | found a
way for him to use a basement elevator.

Charles Kettering, the General Motors ex-
ecutive who invented the self-starter and
many other devices for automobiles, Aew his
own alrplane to atténd meetings, Among Lthe
personal quirks of this original genius, 1 recall,
waere that he never carried cash money and he
had an aversion to college-trained engineers
'‘College teaches them what they can't do.”

Through the vears we have been fortunate
that our trustees’ bold decisions supported far-
reaching changes in Society policies as we
moved from flatbed printing to state-of-the-
arl rotary presses, entered radio and televi-
ston, and went into the prodoction of books,
allases, globes, and a host of educatonal
miterials.
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Many great scientists have served the
society, There was Leonard Carmichael,
former Secretarv of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. A psychologist and primatologist,
Dir. Carmichasl had been president of the
American Phlosophical Society. Even In
the lnst painful days of his terminal illness,
he traveled to Africa making a reconnais-
sance tor our Committee for Research and
Exploration, which he chaired. We bor-
rowed pillows and placed them ground him
in a van, as we bumped over difficult
African roads

Natural history photography had iis
ploneers among our board members, Natu-
ralist George Shiracs 3d developed tech-
niques for photographing birds and other
wildlife at the turn of the century and won
medals for his pictures at the Paric Exposi-
tion in 1900 and the St Lowis world's fair
in 1904

Another sort of bird photography was
perfected by Crawlord H. Greenewalt,
chairman of k. [ du Pont de MNemours &
Company. A scientist as well as an industri-
alist, Mr. Greenewalt pursued a hobby of
photographing hummingbirds with ultra-
high-speed flashes that he himsell de-
signed. He also analvzed birdsong by
sonograph and used the electron micro-
scope to show for the first ime the feather
structures that create, by optical mterfer-
ence, the humminghied’s brilliant colors

“1 spent Inst weekend in South Amer-
i, Mr. Greenewalt told me once. He had
left by plane on Fndey afternoon, taken
pictures of some rare hummingbirds in Hra-
zil, and retumed to his desk on Mondaw
“I1 was the only free time | could find,"”
he explained. He produced an outstanding
article on humminghbirds for this magazine

Juan L nppe, lounder of Pan American
World Airwavs, did his homework care-
fullv for each meeting of the board. His
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experience 10 overseas business added a
valuable dimension to Society operations

Dhversity of talent, of course, has always
been a hallmark of our board, but we want-
ed to broaden its representation. I recall the
visil I paid to the late Dr. Jerome Holland
in Mew York City some yvears ago with an
invilation to join our board

“Whyv mes” he asked pointediv, Well,
“Brud" Holland had been a national hero
since hisdayvs at Cornell as an All-American
football player. He had sérved two univer-
sities as president and won praise as an au-
thor and as [T, 5. Ambassador to Sweden
He was highlv gualified. Dir. Holland con-
sidered our invitation, accepted-—and be
came our first hlack trustee,

The members of our ¢current Board of
1T rustees represent 4 heterogeneous Froup
Thetr pictures and affiligtions we can so¢ on
the following pages—iwo from banking,
iwoastronauts, two jurists, people from the
arts, science, education, commumications,
philanthropy, business, and law

Trustees meet five times a year, electing
an executive commitltee, new board mem-
hers as ruaimt'ﬂ‘:. and the Committee far
Research and Exploration. And when the
latter committee exceeds its five-million-
dollar grant budget, the hoard enthusiasts-
cally approves. (I can recall in the 1930s
when our research budget was $50,0001)

They act on behalf of vou and the 10,5
million other members of the Societv, plan
ning for the future of this, the world's larg-
el nonprofit scientific and educational
organieation
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LMNESCOVERERS OF THH POLES meet for the first time at Society headguorters on fanuary 11, 1913

and Robert E. Peary (thirvd and fourth from left, front row) are
soclety President; |
and Col Henry & Blount and Alexander Graham Bell,
ing with other Society officers are fsecond row, from left between
o
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Counsel Emeritus, National Geo-
grophic Soclety; Floretta Dukes
McKenzie, Superintendent of
5" hools, District of Columi m:
dilhert M. Grogvenor, President
ard Chairman, National Geo-
grupitic Society; Wilhur E. Garrett
Editor, NATIONAL (G EOGRARHIT
magazing. Seated ot r‘,nhi' wWilligm
MeChesney Martin, Jr., former
hairman, Beard of Crovernirs,
Foderul Reserve System, Trustee
Emerifus,

Second row; Caryl P. Haakins,
former President, € q:m.-_;ir Iretitu-
rion of Wi '|I'I-!"'L5"“-_"u, J rustes Emaeri-
tus; Fr |....| Borman, Vice Chatrman,
Texas Afr Co r,"--.wﬂ rion; Crearge .'11'
Elsey, President Emeritus, Ameri-

can Red Cross; Alfred J. Hoyre, )
f"r'r:'ELLll. nt ang T reasurer, Noationdl
Lréggraphiic Soctety; famez H
Wakelin, Ir., former Assistant Sec-
retary of the Navy for Research and
Creographic Sactety; Thomas W Development, Trustes Emeritus
McKnew, former Vice President and  Curtis E. LeMay, formar Chizsf of
Chatrman Emerttus, Nationnl Gree- Staff, V. 8. Air Force, Trustee Emer-
graphic Soctety; Arthur B. Hansomn, ttus; Lioyd H. Elliott, President

LEANGERS OF TOOAY. the Board of
Trustess of the Notional Geographi
Soctety gather on the steps of
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By MALGORZATA NIEZABITOWSKA

Photographs by
TOMASZ TOMASZEWSKI

N A BUS in Manhattan I looked over the
shoulder of my neighbor at the news-
paper he was reading. An entire page

was taken up by one line, an advertis-
ing slogan for an airline: “If vou don't like the weather
today, vou have 207 ways to change it.”

America! In Poland if vou don't like the weather,
all vou can do is stay home and draw the curtains.

My husband, Tomek, our eight-year-old daughter,
Maryna, and I had come to the United States from
Poland in the summer of 1986. Since our youth
Tomek and I had known the America of our dreams,
the country of our favorite movies, books, and songs.
And now NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC gave us an assign-
ment to “discover” the America of reality.

How to do it, the Editor said, was entirely up to us.
In a very American way he gave us total freedom
and also total responsibility. For the first time in our
lives we could experience the charm and peril of free
choice. Without plans, research, or even advice from
friends, we went on the road to see what would
happen.

Here is the America we saw, and here are some of
the Americans we met.

“My name doesn’t matter, I'm just an American,” said

this celebrator, starred and striped for Mardi Gras in
New Orleans. “T love my flag, and I'm very proud of it.”

45
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Wealth and waste: This was one of our most vivid impressions of Americao.

A view of Manhattan from a dump in Queens captures our mrived emuotLons
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Poles think of the United States, Manhattan is what they think of first




Down on plastic, Eddie
Gilbert of Mont Vernon, New
Hampshire, sits on Ronald
McDonald. The head once
inflated balloons in a McDon-
ald’s restaurant. Gilbert and
and his wife, Beth, are build-
ing @ museum to house their
collection of handerafted
itemns from an era “when the
biggest worry wasn't which
video to watch on the week-

end, but whether there was

food to last the winter.” The

clown won't be on disploy.
Fuast food is not our fovorite

American memaory, but our

little girl loved it. We found

that in America you can buy

a hundred kinds of cereal,

bt it's hard to get good bread

and flaverful coffee.

T HAPPENED at the very beginning of our journey across
America. On a July morning we were driving through
small Massachusetts towns. Flags were hosted on many
houses, stores, banks, and gas stations along the way
I said to Tomek, “It must be a national holiday."

When we stopped for gas, however, we found out that the day
was no different from any ather. Only later did we realize that
Americans fly the flag for no other reason than patrnotic sentiment

We Poles are also greatly attached to our white-and-red flag,
but its public use apart from official holidays 1s forbidden. Any
violation of this state monopaoly is in Poland a symbol of resis-
tance. That is why the famous Solidarity emblem shows the
Polizh flag defiantly streaming in the wind. We were startled,
delighted, and a bit envious to be among people who so freely
use their flag to express their feelings.

Thus began our own private love affair with the American
flag, In our travels we devoted a lot of time to it. Tomek photo-
graphed the Stars and Stripes in hundreds of places and situa-
tons, while I collected the accompanying lore. “Our collection”
iz now quite substantial, but we found our favorite, as often hap-
pens, near our temporary home in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

In a store window in Arlington, against the background of
the flag and several antique portraits in oval frames, stood a
combat-ready mannequin in the uniform of an American soldier
of the Revolutionary War. The exhibit belonged to a lawn-mower
repiir shop, [ts owner, Eddie Gilbert, arms greasy to the elbow,
greeted us and after a short conversation invited us to see his
museum. “Me and my wife, Beth,” Eddie said, "are building an
American heritage museum next to our house, ™

T heir house stands amidst woods and hills in Mont Vernon,
New Hampshire. You turn off the road onto a small bridge and
drive straight into a huge black locomotive, behind which looms
a spacious wooden house with an adjoining barn. This contrins
the Gilberts' enormous collection of machines and tools spanning
the past two centuries, and sundry sleighs, furniture, and mili-
tary uniforms.

“Nowadays evervthing is plastic, vacuformed, and it's wham,
bam, and there it is,” Eddie savs. “Most people don't appreciate
how much work and time and pride went into crafting evena
simple little thing in the old days. They don't appreciate history,
50 vou have to trick them into it. Fun is a magic word in Ameri-
ca. You can put funin front of anything and sell it, And we'll put
toads of fun into our museum.”

Eddie and Beth do evervihing themselves, after work or on
weekends. With a little help from friends the two of them cleared
the forest, put up the bridge, built the house and the barn. They
reconstructed or restored all the pieces in their collection. They
want evervthing to be in working order, so that it may be freely
used by the visitors six vears from now, when the place opens as
the Beaver Brock Farm and Transportation Museum

*This place,” Eddie savs, “will be the opposite of the tradi-
tional museum, where vou always have to keep your hands away
and never touch, We want vou to touch, to work 1t, hop on it.
ride it, do it, live it. There isa big difference between smelling a
donut and eating it.”

National Geographic, Januwary [958




Eddie even plans to encourage guests to take a stab at plowing
the field, because “maybe doing all this will give people some
idea why and how we've gotten to where we are today, mayhe
even steer them back to the better things we've forgotten. ™

other peoples. but certainly with more brashness, The

golden license-plate frame on a Mercedes in Texas
declared: “This is my $40,000 toy." A McDonald's in Gulf Shores,
Alabama, displayed the slogan: "Make money while vou make
friends.” In Monterey, California, & voung woman flaunted a
necklace of thick gold letters reading, “1I'm rich.”

Dring Mardi Gras a civic-minded New Orleanian was shown
on TV in a street covered with a thick layer of cans; paper, food,
and colorful rags. Gesturing at this crop of garbage, he gleefully
declared: “The more trash, the more money made."

During the Sunday service at a Baptist church in Tuxedo,
North Carolina, the pastor assured his congregation of the

Kmm-:a NS LOVE MONEY. Not with greater fervor than

Araa of Polnng
120,725 sq. mi.

Area of Now Mexico
121,666 se. mi.

Lord’s love and providence and proceeded to give an example of
divine grace. I expected a story of the kind familiar to me from
Poland, about a miraculous healing or the spiritual redemption
of a sinner gone asiray,

MALGORZATA NIEZAWTTOWSKA, a 1986-87 Nieman Fellow at Harvard
University, and her hushand, photographer ToMASE TOMASZEWSK],
contributed “Remnants: The Last Jews of Polund" to the September
1986 issne, During their year-long sojourn in the United States, the
GeoGrarHIC invited them to share the reactions and insights of jour-
nalists seeing this country for the first time.

Discovering America

To be on the road is a very
American experience. You
have to drive through America
to unmderstand how enormous
it is. With no set itinerary, we
logged three months of travel
on cross-country drives from
our home in Cambridge,
Mussachusetts. We flew to see.
Wyoming in winter and New
Orleans during Mardi Gras.
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Americans are not always

held in high opinion in Europe.
But our experiences during
the 14 months we lived in the
U. 8. were very positive, We
can make only one generaliza-
tion: Americans are extremely
mice, warm, open people. We
have the best of memories

of them.
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We grew up watching American Westerns.
Near Meeteetse, Wyoming, we found the
real thing: Pitchfork Ranch. Cow foreman
Ray Mills is teaching the ropes to 14-year-
old Lowis Abarr. They spend the summer in
Jack Creek Cabin and, with twe dogs, run
2 500 head of cattle on the ranch’s summer
range in the Rocky Mountains.

The pastor recalled that many years be-
fore, when he and his young wife desperately
nocded money for their next ¢ar-iNsUrance
premium, they heard the mailman knock at
the front door. At this point the minister’s
voice rose: “And Brothers and Sisters, he
delivered a $50 check for a job I had done
long ago and forgotten!”

MONG MY GENERATION 1n Poland,
Western movies were at least as pop-
ular as among my peers in America

In the sixties in Warsaw, dunng a screening
of Rio Bravo, which [ have seen seven umes,
the audience of the film's devolees sang
along with Dean Martin, "My rifle, m;
pony, and me

W hile still in Cambridge we decided to
make a “real ranch” the one fixed point of
our first trip gcross America. | picked out a
road to nowhere on the map of Wyoming, a
state completely unfamiliar to me. The map
showed the road hranching off the main
highway at the small town of Meeteetse, fol-
lowing a river, and then abruptly ending at
the fool of the Rockies

Three weeks later and 3,000 miles farther
on we found ourselves at the end of this road
facing a sign: “Pitchfork Ranch.” We drove
past it, into the prairie where herds of ante-
lope and deer were graZing.

Six miles bevond, when we were begin.
ning to doubt that the valley was inhabited,
we saw & string of houses. The children play-
ing under the bridge pointed out the owner's
house, A man in his 40s opened the door
Brusquely, he interrupted our rather elabo-
rate explanations; *“You have found the best
place in the country.™

The Pitchfork Ranch was established in
1878 by the German prince and American
cattle baron Otto Frank von Lichtenstein
He died at the beginning of the century, and
that was when Louis Graham Phelps, a
hanker from Chicago, bought the ranch and
began to build his empire. About a dozen
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vears later, having acquired mineral rights
to the oil fields and to a quarter of a million
acres of land, Phelps was christened the
“king of Meeteetze."

In 1986 there are no more “barons” or
“kings" on the ranch, The cook, the garden-
er, and the maids have disappeared. Pitch-
fork sits on approximately 120,000 acres of
private and leased land, now employing ten
instead of a hundred cowboys. “We don’t
like luxuries,” said Jack Turnell, Pitchiork's
manager and husband to Lili, Louis Phelps's
great-granddaughter, who along with her
three siblings now owns the ranch. “What
we like is hard work, friends around, and
the feeling that we are part of n community.’

In these turbulent times Pitchfork is &
place that continues to thrive, “Efficiency,”
explains Jack, “is what keeps us in business,”

“We alwavs figure evervthing out on pa-
per,” adds Lili, who is the ranch bookkegper.
“II it won't, what we call, ‘pencil out,” we
don't do "

On most ranches different people do dif-
ferent jobs. Here, whatever the job is—
farming, calving, plumbing, or irrigating the
fields—the same person does it. “We hire
the best multitalented people we can find.

Steak dinner for our family one night on
Pitchfork Ranch weighed more than the five
and a half pounds of beef and pork we are
allowed per person per month in Poland.

Near Pitchfork, Sandy and Pete Roussan
restore old sheep wagons. They use this one,
with a wood-burning stove, as a camper.
Sheepherders used to live in these wuagons
as they followed their flocks.

EF 1
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Then the simple rule is to pay them well and
treat them well.”

Jack and Lili married very young, when
Jack had nothing apart from his desire to
work. Then his wife's family offered to make
him manager of the ranch, which at the time
was not prospering, He was 25 years old and
had no experience with this kind of work.
“They never gave me a penny beyvond my
wages, but they gave me an opportunity,”
Jack says.

The first few yvears were lough, He
worked from dawn to dusk alongside his
hired hands, because “if you are going to
tell somebody to do something, vou'd bet-
ter know how to do it yourself." He worked
nights planning new projects and taking care
of the paperwork. Today, after 16 years, he
savs, “There is nothing on the face of the
earth that I'd rather do than manage the
Pitchfork Ranch. Nothing.”

We met a lot of other truly contented peo-
ple in Meeteetse and its vicinity. The town
has about 500 inhabitants, twice that many
counting the outlving farmers and ranchers
The community is no more prosperoys than
others we had visited, and like them it has
suffered from declining cil and cattle prices
Hut here, more often than in other places,
we heard exclaimed: “It's a wonderful httle
place to live." After our brief first visit we
retimed to Meeteetse in the winter, hoping
to learn the secret of its people’s contentment.

The residents’ diligence 15 clearly a part of
the mvstery. Idleness is not a popular pas-
time in Meeteetse, Work here is not just a
chore, but also a meaningful and often plea-
siwrable way to spend one's free time. Even
while socializing, women sew, embroider,
mend, knit, or weave. After working all day,
the men ply a trade at home—build furni-
ture, curry leather, or craft saddles

The yvounger generation gets accustomed
to hard work early on. Besides helping out at
home, the three Turnell davghters, though
their parents are wealthy, work at the ranch,
tend to the family store, and, for the Last sev-
eral vears, breed cattle on their own., What-
ever Lthe girls earn, they put away in the bank
for college tuition, because the Turnells be-
lieve the children should pay for their educa-
tion themselves, “l want them to have a
work ethic,” Jack says. “When they go out in
the real world, I'm not going to pay their
wiay. They won't get anything for free. "

National Greographic, Januwary V88







The Pledge of Allegiance opens a meeting of
the Meeteetse Lions Club, This night the
men discussed volunteer projects for the
town school. With grodes from kindergarten
through high school, it is one of the best and
most modern schools we saw th Americad.
More than half the students go on to college,
and many return to this close-kknit town.

‘Meeteetse has alwavs been a family
town.,” Bob Sell, the manager of the general
store, told me. " Evervbody Kknows eviery-
body and cares. City people might think
that's boring, bot 1t gives us this good feeling
ol community,

Volunteers recently rebult the maimn streel
to resemble a frontier town, with wooden
walkwavs and
ws and briand catt

Neighbors help each
g, Together
they celebrate weddings and mourn the

And together they make decisions
['hey are particu
larly proud of their modern, well-equipped

porches

other mMayve G
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high school, more than half of whose gradu-

ates ro on to collepe

“We
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about defense, foreign policy,
export. But what affects us on our level
should be in our hands, without anvbody
putting his nose in our business

“We're not perfect here, not at all," added
Juck's father, Marshall, a retired oil-field
‘But
we know who we are and where we belong
and we like 1t this way

ATl II.'I!I'.:'l'.

worker and a country-musi fiddler

E WERE DRIVING through a wide
valley in New Mexico when we
saw 4 steep, golden mountain with
L villaee on its flattened top. The village, vis-
ihle only in silhouette, was mysterious and
beautiful. At the top, where the 30 families of
Acoma Pueblo live, the silence was so deep 858
to seem unreal. There are few cars in the
puehlo, no telephones or electricity
We wandered among houses that have not
changed shape in nearly a thousand years, I
was late in the afternoon, and the Acoma
Although
totrists come here in great numbers during
the day. it i exceedingly rare for strangers to
be here after five, when the pueblo closes to
outsiders
We had come as guests of Margaret and

Were eIt |n;-.:,~||_ iJL |.:.'IL';.[ OWTrIl wharlil

Velma., the two daughters of Connie Cerno,
the spiritual matriarch of the tnbe. They

had been glad to show us aroand earlier,
but after the sun set, even they insisted on
our depurture. No siranger, however Lrust-
worthy, is allowed to stay after dark

In the glimmering red light of the sunset,
the mountain, the pueblo, and we ourselves
seemed suspended between heaven and
earth. Although Tomek and 1 were spetl-
bound by the beauty of the place, we depart-
o without trving to convince anyone to let
us stay

his was a conscions decision, the result

afl our ¢rowing conviction that Indians ought
to be left in peace. The feeling that we were

Wil 'll.rl'-'i_l.'I riprdtie. Jariary | AN



mntroders was painfully present in all our
encounters with Native Americans. Feeling
I g

ke an intruder 1s, of course, something that
journalists often experience in the course of

their work. In the past we have met with re-
ststance, hostility, and even aggression, but
those only Increased our determination to
seek the truth, The Indians, however
alwayvs gentle, even friendly. But under-
neath we sensed resignation and sadness
That day, just before our visit to the pueh-
lo, in the middle of a conversation that had
been in progress for hours and seemed to me
to be peaceful and friendly, Connie Cernn,
“mother of the Acoma people,” suddenly
became visibly irritated and began to speak

were
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to her daughter in the Keresan languape
Omly after many queries did I finally learn
that Connie had become apprehensive that
she had told me too much.

| was astonished by her reaction, because
she had only told me the plain story of her
life, and I had been particularly careful not
to be too pressing. Her granddaughter,
Shyatesa White Dove, had said earlier that
during the sacred and secret religpious rituals
of the Acoma, people fly over the village in
helicopters. They sit in the open doors
and take pictures with cameras that have ex-
tremely long lenses, “They don't even try to
hide,” Shyatesa said

In order to reassure Connie, T promized







Just married, Naomi Robertson-
Simmons and Doavid Simmons were
celebrating at a reception in our
shreveport, Louisiona, hotel.
Naomi is studying for a Ph.DD. in
public administration; her hus-
band is a sergeant in the Air Force.
They invited us to join their guests
for champagne and cake.

IMscoverine Americ

Shyatesa White Dowve stands in
Acoma Pueblo, New Mexico, one of
the oldest inhabited sites in Amer-
ica, Nearby she mines the clay she
uses to make polychrome pottery,
She learned traditional methods
from her grandmother and sells her
wares in Santa Fe and Albuguer-
gue. Acoma was the most magical
place we've ever seen.




her that before writing anything about her,
I would first consult her grandson, Conroy
Chino, Conrov, the pride of the whole tribé,
works for television in Albuquergue as an
investigative reporter. “Indians don't feel
confident,” he told me. “They don't even try
to fight, because they don't believe they can
win. Somehow over the centuries we've lost
our sense of risk taking and adventure. It
would be easy to put the entire blame on the
U. 8. government, on white Americans, and
earlier on the Spaniards. . . . Thev can be
blamed for a lot, including the very idea of
reservations; But I think that the issueis
more complicated. And I cannot clearly tell
vou what stifled the spirit of Indians."

After leaving the pueblo, as we drove
through the wide valley, I thought about
Conroy's words and about the pitfall of
allowing vourself the comfort of facile com-
passion for the vanguished. That is the last
thing they want. T understood this very well,
being part of a nation that has been defeated
&0 many timas

Night waz falling. 1 turned to look at
Acoma Pueblo for the last time but could

A cat’s cradle of corn tickles four-year-old
Trent Petersen, playing between garden
chores and dinner on his family’s farm in
Exira, lowa.

New to Wilson, Kansas, Crystal (above,
at left) became best friends with fellow four-
year-old Teresa. They were off to play in the
school park when we pulled up for gas.
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not see anything. The immense mountain
and the tiny unlit houses were drowned in
darkness

| B E CAME UPON a farm set among

AN the rolling hills of Iowa, which
| reminded us of our favorite vaca-
tion spot, & rural homestead in eastern Poland.
And Curtis Petersen, the farm's owner, told us
what we had often heard from Polish peasants
outside of Janow Podlaski: “Work, work,
work. Seven days a week, all yeararound.”

The similarities ended there. On his 320-
acre farm Curtis has more tractors and agri-
cultural equipment than several Polish
villages put together. But whon showing
them to us, he said, “What we have here
seems small to many farmers.”

On the farm there are also several horses
and ponies used solely for riding. In Poland,
where over two million horses work on pri-
vate [arms, no ope uses horses for recreation
Polish farmers consider horseback riding an
aristo¢ratic pastime

Fresh cow's milk and the cheese and but-
ter produced from it are the symbols of the

Palish countryside. But the

'|'| Petersens buy their dalry

| products at the supermarket
Thev raise only beel cattle,
and even if they had dairy
cows they wouldn't drink the
milk because "it's not pasteur-
ized. " But what surprised os
even more was Curtis's siate-
ment, “The government pays
us not to raise a crop.”

Curtis spent the next
several hours toving to explain
to Poles, accustomed to food
shortages and ever rising
prices, the problems of over-
production and low prices
Chur conversation was inter-
rupted by the arrival of Cur-
tis's parents. Ravmond and
Ida, both in their 80s, spent most of their
lives on the farm, where they settled in 1937,

“This farm was very poor then,” Ida remi-
nizced, Yand when we moved up here, they
said we were going to starve to death, ‘By
gosh," I told "em, ‘I'm going to raise a big
garden and a lot of chickens. "™

WA nd we never missed a meal,” her hus-
hand added

National Geographic, January 988







A great symbol of America in Poland, Coca-Cola was first sold in our couniry in

1972. Some people drink it with Polish vodka. We can also buy Pepsi, Levi’s,
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and Marlboro cigarettes. Debbie Rhyne of Greensboro, North Carolina, began
collecting Coca-Cola memorabilia six years ago and now has more than 700 itens.



“T'm an optimist,” said Ayres Haxion of his
hopes for better race relations in Natchez,
Mississippi. His family bought the planta-
tion where he lives in 1808, “But I can't
believe that a race of people who were owned
by another race of peaple iz ever going to
completely forgive them for what they did.™

The farm, with its dilapidated house, then
consisted of 80 acres of neglected land. Thes
had bought it from a bank. which had taken

it over from its bankrupt owner. | here was

no-electricity, no septic system, no equipment,

o Lreeks

Raymond told us this story, sitting under a
spreading elm, ane of the many he planted
20 vears aga. “In 1985 Curtis harvested three
times as many bushels per acre as 1 did when
| was starting out,” he said with pride. " Bul
not everything s better now than it used to
he. There was more grass back then, and all
the crops were rotated from corn to oats, and
then from hay to corn again. Now when they
plant corn and beans fence to fence, the land
zets worn out faster. There is more trouble
with insects too, and yvou necd Lo Spray more
chemicals.

In the old days, during the harvest neigh-
hors worked together in the fields and
shelled corn together in the barns, The
women prepared the meals, and when the
work was over evervhody celebrated. "Now-
addavs they say, ‘You're on your own, and
vou've gol to help vourself,” ™ Petersen senior
told me. “The farms are bigger, everybody
has a lot of machines, but they're lonelier.™

Curtiz does not share the equanimity we
sensed in his parents. When he took over the
farm in 1973, he was full of hope, and for a
while he prospered. But for the last few
vears things have been petting worse and
worse,: Not having large bank debts, he has
managed to stay in business, while many ol
hiz neighbors have gone under. With s
wife, Dixie, he works hard, in the summers
from six in the morning till late at mght
And vet it is difficult to make ends meel.

Curtis cannot imagine giving up this land,
where he was born 43 years ago. What is
even worse, he wornes that none of his sons
will be able to take over the farm, as he took
it ovier Trom his father.

The Petersens have three sons: Trent,
four; Justin, six; and Aaron, twelve. All

three hielp out on the farm. Aaron had been
listening to our conversation. At one point he
suddenly walked up to his father and gravely
aid, “T'll stay here, Dad. I'm not going to

leave. I promise you

IN SIDNEY, I0WA, we saw our first rodeo.
Bronco busting had already made our
daughter Maryna feel uneasy, But when

a steer charged into the ring, and, after a
dramatic chase, the cowhoy tackled it by the
horns, finally hurling himself on top of the
felled animal, Maryna, hiting misty eves,
asked in plaintive voice: “The bull likes it;
right, Mom?"

NMational CGeopraphic, January ['9%55



The bull likes it.” became the watchworid

Of OUT JOUTNEY ACross AMerica

ESAW THEM
French Quarter during Mardi
Crrias i New Orleans. They were
'.'-'.'.“-.I.'!.' slow |" down the street, ho |1:r'.|._:
hands, yvoung and handsome. He was dressed
r Gl
Alter Tomek photographed them, the

K:she was in red. costumed as a devil

man, pointing at his girlfriend, said, “Actuy
lly we should exchange costumes. Many
people think I'm the dewvil.”

"Are vour” | asked

He laughed

Jr_].l'_l LRy e |..|! 14 "1 FRLEF TR

1 irom & distance 1n the

1'm just famous
“Better say infamous,"” the gl said
=0, who are yvour?" | was curfous now

“*My name s David Duke. "

=eeing that that meant nothing to us. the

girl added, “He is the former national presi-
dent of the Knights of the Ky Klux Klan.™

Three months later we visited David Duke
at home. He lives alone in the suburhs of
New Orleans in a hig. modestly ].|_:.rr|_f|-.|'||-|]
nouse. The first thing vou see when vou
enter 15 & iarge portrail of the Confederate
peneral Nathan Bedford Forrest,
and first leader of the Klan

A few day

ZI'IIHIIII."I'

s earlier Duke had declared his
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“Thev call me the junkman,” satd Andrew (ruest ..-_r' Elbherton, Creorgi, "F"-'-l|'.1.|r CEHTLE

here hunting car parts, hubcaps, heaters, antigque stuff." His pet chicken “trained




wretty easy; she'll come to you ke a dog.” The watchdog, Jack, sitting by Andrew's
] . . 8 B E U

son, Bronson, doesn’t bother the bird. "But he'll bite people if you tell him to.”




Ku Klux Klan founder Nathan Bedford
Forrest's portrait hangs in the New Orleans
home of David Duke, former Klan president.

candidrcy for the Presidency of the United
States, and I now ask him about his plat-
form. David Duke talks, grows excited,
opens up. What makes this easier for him, as
he explained, is the immediate sympathy he
felt toward us. In his eves our blond, blue-
eved daughter is “a perfect representative of
the white race.” He reproaches us for not
having more such children.

For the next three hours I hsten to his
views—views | knew existed but never be-
lieved could be uttered in all seriousness. Yet
here they were being propounded not only
sariously but with unwavering conviction,
and. what is more, by someone who is obvi-
ously intelligent and well educated

Duke's obsassive racism appalls me. Bat
to hear that the Holocaust never happened 1=
truly traumatic for someone like me, who
was born and raised in & country that during
World War II lost six million of its citizens,
most of them to concentration and death
camps and mass executions

Let him talk, let him talk
myself.

“The white race is endangerad,” e warmns.
“In a few decades we will be a minority,
even here in the 1.5 A, We have to defend
curselves while there is stll time "

When he left the Kian eight vears ago,

. Tealm

66

David Duke founded the National Association
for the Advancement of White People and
has been s leader ever since.

After our conversation David leads us to
the basement, which serves as the national
headquarters of his organization, It looks
like a well-equipped office: computers, tape
recorders, videos, The large set of book-lined
shelves catches my eve. There are multiple
copies of each title, obviously for sale or free
distribution.

*This is absolutelv off the record,” Duke
savs, “Don't write anything down.™ He leads
Us AwWay

I close my notebook. But some of the titles
I don't need to record in order to remember
The Testament of Hitler; Hevmann Goeving.
The Man and Hiz Work; Hitler's Mein Kampf,

“How do you see your chances of becoms-
ing President?” | ask Duke as we part

“1 have no doubt that T will become Presi-
dent. 'm only 37. [ have time. Americans
will wake up ™

mythical place, the most fascinating

I mn &ll America because of Scarlett
('Hara and Faulkner's heroes, becattse
of the blues and gospel singers. Those
were the companions of my youth, and they
remnain a part of my life even today, “Go to
Natchez," Southerners told us. “That's
the place to go if vou want to learn about
the South.”

The population of Natchez, Mississipm, is
composed of almost exactly equal numbers
of whites and blacks. The latter, however,
are outnumbered in the city and county gov-
ernments by ten to one. The highest position
occupied by a black is that of county super-
visor. He is Phillip West. And Phillip became
the first target of my curosity

Gradually, as Phillip and I talked, I begin
to see the South as it was only a quarter of a
century ago through the eves of a black
youngster who “didn’t even think he was
sypposed to speak to a white person.” His
parents could barely read and write. Phillip
was a gifted student who stood at the top of
his class and was president of the student
council, But instead of going to college, he
moved to Chicago to find work, because nei-
ther his parents nor any other adults were
able to tell him how to get money to continue
his studies.

|=lr!=_ﬁm~; SOUTH was always for me a
-
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In Chicago more expenienced people
helped him fill out the application for a stu
dent loan. Phillip returned to Mississippi
and began to study at Alcorn State College,
where his taient for hasebal
cdiscovered. He became a star athlete and
obtained a scholarship that eased his financial
problems. But soon he had other problems

WAS 5000

Loy contend with
Ln Chicago he had seen blacks and whites
sitting together for the first ttme 1n his hife. It

was a shock and—auas he puts i I atarted to

think. ™ At Alcorn, Phillip joined the students
whio were organizing protests and then him-

self became one of their leaders

He dropped out of college, went home to
MNatchez, began working in a factory. He
was fired, and because he could not find
another job, he supported his family by
working mghteclubs as a disc jockey. As an

activist, however, he flourizshed, and in 1974

ne was elected president of the
ol the Mational Association for the Advance-
ment of Coalored ['1'|.|_::'I'

In 1970 |'||Z|'i|.l defeated six other black

and white candidates for the office of

O ."|.I.Ir:rr':'

county supervisor, In the next election

he was reelected unopposed. Today in
Natchez, Phillip West is everybody's symbol
of success. "I'm a failure." Phillip savs. In
fis own eves Phillip 1s the man who tried to
change Natchez and failed

| wenty vears ago he returned to Natchez
despite the iron rule that all the more talented
or educated blacks should leave town to seek
their fortunes elsewhere, Phillip returned
because he believed that a new era had
begun. “In myv naivetd,” as he sayve today,
“I was convinced that once you show peo-
ple what is evil or unjust, they will immed-

iately be changed themselves ane therety

work for change
But as it turned out
scknowledee the arrival of a new erg ani

many whites did not

wiore altogether uninterested in [rOgTress
And many blacks, although deeply disen
rhanted, were unable or unwilling 1o fight
tor change

"W hile there have been a lot of changes,

thillip tells me, “they didn't go deep enough

i now the momentum for change (& gone

Although we have more prosperous, well-

educated hlacks: we also have more who lHve

In poverty or live in prison.”

Truck drivers, we think, are the modern American cowboys. West Virginian Larry

King was petting a boot shing when we met him at a truck stop in Fremont, Indiana.

(N SCOVErin g A Mearica
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"The causer? 1= it the whites? Is it always
their fault

‘Some of the causeés appear more objec-
tive, such as the economic conditions, the
poor schools, and the flawed welfare system
But when vou really analvze it, the degpest
and most fundamental cause still 15 that
whites consider blacks inferior, never
ecual to them. In the end, it boils down
to racism. "

“Aren't vou exaggerating a little, looking
for soMme excuse, perhapsr

“Tt's true that losers always seek excuses,
but not in this case.”

‘So how do vou see the future ™

“I don't have big hopes for the [uture in
Natchez, although whites, even here, finally
understand that blacks ought to have jobs
and a chance to earn more money. When
we are poor, we don't have the money to
support their businesses.”

“You sound so bitter. D)o you resent
whites, az many black people with whom 1
spake dor”

“No. I had the good luck that T was taught
Lo love, not 1o hate, but I'm pretty sad, and
I want my children to leave Naichez.”

“1s there nothing that in realistic terms can
he done here?”

“Something always can be done. But now
the situation is that as black leader of this
community, no matter how right I am, I can
go out and say this all day and all night, and
if not enough people agree and join me,
nothing will happen, and | will be hitting my
head against a wall.™

I' A SOFTBALL GAME in Greensboro,
North Carolina, we met Roy Beal,
who spent all his 74 yvears in this

very spot, a small triangle of streets between
Cone Cotton Mill and hi= own house: His
father began to work in a factory here in
1904 and after 50 vears received a gold
watch., Roy started work when he was 14
and retired 54 vears later, receiving $61.22
as his monthly pension

[ thought I had misunderstood, but finally

Car gravevards like this one in Colby,
Konsas, shocked us at first. To own a car
in Poland, even an old one, is a dream ful-
filled. Cars are maintained with care, and
parts are recycled again and again. But
this is America; even the cows are bigger.







A

His 90-pound cross had more than a thousand miles on it when preacher Kevin

Kinchen rolled into New Orleans to carry the Gospel to Mardi Gras revelers



“I had one without a wheel,” he said, “but it got shorter and shorter.” The Texas

evangelist travels the country on o mission he calls A-Cross America. .



he wrote this sum down in myv notebook,
adding his $618 in Social Security benefits
Sometime later, without removing the fat
cigar from his mouth, Roy smiled broadly
and said without a trace of irony; “See, |
had a really good life.”

N INTERSTATE Bo in Nevada we
found a covered wagon. It was
traveling along the shoulder of

the road, and all the trucks honked in
spiute as they went by. The wagon's own-
er, Ernest Bessette, a welder from Fort
Edward, New York, had invested almost
his entire life savings in the journey, as he
felt compelled to see “how our pioneers
made their way across America.” Now,
five months later and 3,000 miles farther
on, he tells me, “The farther I go, the less
[ understand how those folks did it. It's
absolutely incredible!™

W SHARON SPRINGS, New York, we saw

a fragment of Poland that no longer

exizts. This once failing health resort 13
taken over each summer by vacationing
Orthodox Jews from New York City. We
had already encountered Jews in their tradi-
tional garl in the streets of Manhattan and
Brooklyn. But here for the first time in our
lives we s<aw a town, as if it had been trans-
poried through time from prewar Poland.
Everything was just as the old Polish Jews
hiad described

On wooden porches, around tables lit by
hare hulbs, sat bearded men in hats studyving
the sacred texts, healtedly dizcussing verses
from the Talmud. Beside them, their wives
in chestout-colored wigs were sewing while
immersed in quiet conversation.

We wandered about for hours, enchanted,
until finally Tomek said, “I know that they
dislike it, but I have to take & picture;
otherwise tomorrow 'l think this was just
a dream.”

Only the weeds are real in this mural out-
side Salinas, California, “There's a little
sarcasm in the title,” said the artist, John
Cerney. We thought Americans would be
great drivers, because they grow up with
cars. Often we found this was not true. We
ourselves were twice stopped for speeding.
Of course we promptly forgot our English.

el

JE MET CLIFFORD JAMES, one of
only a handful of nver maillmen
in the U. 5., in Magnolia Springs,
Alsbama. During a fierce tropical storm
Tomek accompanied him on his daily 24-mile
route along the Magnolia and Fish Kivers
and across Weeks Bay. In the course of three
hours Jamie stopped 116 tmes, often pér-
forming acrobatic feats in order to-sail up to
the mailhoxes placed on platforms along the
banks of the surging and dangerous walers,
In eight vears Jamie has never had an
accident, although he has witnessed many,
helped people, rescued animals, and had
many funny adventures, which he tells with




great zest. We were laughing about one of
them, when be suddenly grew serious: “After
all these experiences | can swesr to vou that
it's not only dogs that don't like the mai
man, but also the alligators.”™ The rivers are
[ull of them

s THE VERY CENTER of crazv and
tumultuous California we found an
oasis of peace and tranquillity at

the san Miguel mission, located in a town
of the same name. Few tounsts come
here, and none ever gets bevond the
maonastery gates

Behind them a shady cloister surmounds a

patio with a goldfish fountain, lush plants,
nnd tame doves. Seven old Franciscans
live here. The cook, Brother Paschal,
who has spent the last 46 years of his life
in the kitchen, confessed that he does not like
to cook

| tillked to him for a bit about human pre
Paschal recalled one Franciscan
who loved pholography and spent nights
developing pictures in his cell, another who
passionately cultivated cactuses, and a third
whose hobby was major leapue basehall
Asked about his favorite pastime, Paschal’s
face lit up: “Oh, I like the real thing,” was

diltctions

his reply, “I like to think about Heaven."




The Grand Canyon has been spoiled by commercialism, many Americans told us. We

had admired it in countless photos, and we weren't disappointed. We concentrated




on the quieter North Rim, where guests rock on the balcony of a lodge. But the crowds
in beautiful Yellowstone dismayed us — it was like the streets of Manhattan.




“We're Rednecks, We'll Keep Our Guns.,™
That's the bumper sticker Jesse Anderson,
left, displays on his truck in Independence,
California. He and his son, Don, and wife,
Pat, own more than 20 shoiguns and rifles.
Free access to guns is a disturbing symbal
of America to us, In Poland, ownership of
guns is strictly controlled.

E DECIDED to spend Indepen-
dence Day in Independence,
California. We had passed
through this town earlier, and we returned
to it, hoping that here July 4 would have
a special flavor. We were not disappointed
The celebration began early in the morn-
ing with a community breakfast in the park
and lasted late into the night, ending with
fireworks. What interested us most was the
parade. Its theme was the Constitution, and
the participants were the residents them-
welves. They marched in accordance with
their fTentasy and sbility, bolsterous!y ap-
plauded by the audience, which consisted
mostly of their families and neighbors.
Uncle Sam popped out of a cake with the
inscription “Happy Birthday to the Great
Berinning. ™ A little girl on o bicyele tradied a
wagon carrving dolls dressed as the Found
ing Fathers, who wete signing a long vellow
scrall. A three-vear-old boy rode a tricyele
adorned with slogans from the Hill of
Rights—"freedom of speech,” "freedom ol
religion," “freedom of press™—and a flag
whimsically painted by one of his older 515
ters. The long parade was rounded off by
fire trucks filled with ehildren
All this ook place on the busy main stregl
under blue California skies, The town of
Independence along with 700 inhabitants
seemed to us the embodiment of the Ameri
can dream fulfilled. But in the course of a
day spent in conversation, one phrase re-
curred in a jarring réfrain: “The City of Los
Angeles did. " Los Angeles lies 230 miles
away, and I could not understand its power
aover the inhabitants of Independence
In the next few davs | learned about the
town's history and aboutl the Owens Valley,

The Owens Valley, thanks o its abun-
dance of water, was to become a2 farmers'

where it is situatec]. The story has all the
drama of a {ilm script bul no happy ending,
for here, unkikeé in movies, those in power
appear to have tnumphed over those in

the right

paradize. Bul the water atiracted the atten-
tion of the thirsty giant to the south. During
the first 30 vears of this century Los Angeles
bought up the water rights, later the land,
and finally even houses and businesses in

National Geographic, fizmeiary {988



I-mile-long valley. Most gave most of its water to the agueduct

the nearly hundre

of the wild country around its edges—the leading to the 5an Fernando Valley in thi
lowlands at the foot of the Sierra Nevada uburhs of Los Angeles, The Owens
and the Inyo Mountains—mwns transformid Valley, having gradually lost its farms
into & national forest and water, began to dry up. All this was
Meanwhile enormous Owens Lake accompanied by much deception, land

cut off from the river, evaporated. The river speculation, and such dramatic events



“We exercise the First Amendment every day,” said Jimmy Atwood’s mother during

the Fourth of July parade in Independence, California. “We don't have to worry
about what we say. We don’t even think about it, because we are free.”

as the dvnamiting of the agqueduct, its occu-
pation by farmers in protest, and the bank-
ruptcy of the valley's only bank, whose local
owners stood at the forefront of the rebellion
aagainst the city,

Today in conversation with the inhabit-
ants one hears echoes of the old conflicts and
passions. L. A. is the largest employer in the
valley and also & source of income for Inyvo
County, whose seat is Independence. But
“the spirit of independence is not dead,” as
Kathleen White, & high-schoal teacher,
assured me. Individual citieens of Indepen-
dence still fight the city. “We scream, argue,
discuss, and sometimes we win.”

Huattie Schasfer is one of the oldest resi-
dents of Independence. Half Native Amen-
can and half white, she gracefully combines
two disparate traditions. Eighty-four-year-
old Hattie recounts how her father taught
her the history of Scotland, the country from
which he had emigrated with his family, and
how her Indian mother, a simple and digni-
fied woman, conveved to her a deep sense
of gratitude for the blessings of life.

She taught Hattie that in her native Paiute
language there is no expression equivalent
to “thank vou,” but instead the phrase fok:-
wak, which means "pood in your heart,” is
used. “When I don't ask or tell vou, but you
do something for me because vou yourselt
want to, then that's toki-wah,” Hattie
explains in her mother's words.

After graduating from high school, Hattie
married a ' man from Ohio and with her
hushand bought a small hotel. Today, 60
vears later, Hattie is one of the town's most
beloved and respected citizens.

“What do you think about vour country?"
I azk her.

“T lowve my country and I appreciate mod-
ern civilization, but I feel we should not
abuze what we have, what was given us in
trust. 1 think the freedom of cholce is the
eszence of America. We have the right to
exercize it in whatever direction we choose
—good or bad, For this freedom that was
given to me without asking, I'm truly
grateful. I can only say, as my mother
taught me, toki-wah.”

8

E MET A LOT OF PEOPLE and
heard many stories. All of them
compos¢ that extraordinary mosaic

called America, but now as [ get ready for
my trip back to Poland, one memory keeps
returning particolarly often. One night dur-
ing a sudden storm we stopped over in a
small town in Nebraska, The motel was the
only one in town, and we were the only
guests. In the morning we discovered that
the town had one paved street and about
300 inhabitants. It was called Lewellen.

For breakfast we went to the only café in
town. The manager, three days' growth on
hi= face, stood behind the counter, The
customers. all men, were seated around the
tables. In the middle stood a round, large,
and empty table. And that was where we sat
to have our cinnamon rolls. Our entrance
caused a sensation, All conversations died
down, and evervbody stared at us in silence.
Finally a tall, red-bearded man brought over
the coffeepot from the counter and offered to
refill our cups, which were still full.

In a moment our table was teeming with
people, all of them asking us questions and
talking about themselves. It turned out that
among these 15 or so Lewellen citizens there
were & Greek, an Italian, an Irishman, a
Hungarian, 2 German, and a Pole—if
not in the first, then in the second or third
generation. They teased each other good-
humaoredly about the supposed foibles of
different nationalities, and we quickly
joingd in the fin

Obwviously life in Lewellen is no idyll, and
eviervbody isn't always joking. Yet the imnge of
this big table and the peaple gathered around
it, whose ancestors came to a lost-in-the-
prairie town from different parts of the world,
has for me great charm and importance.

We could not stay in Lewellen, despite
numerous invitations. On our way back to
Iowa to see the rodeo, we could not afford
another delay.

When we were leaving, everyone turned
up in the street, waving good-bye and shout-
ing, “Come back, you have to come back.”
Tomek, Maryna, and 1 promized ourselves
that we would, ]

National Geographic, Janwary 1988







THE HOPE
THAT NEVER DIES

By TAD SLUL

Photographs by

JAMES L.STANFIELD
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ORPUS CHRISTI 15 Lhe great Komial
Catholic festival et
Whitsunday in mid-June, and
in Commumnist-ruled but
whelmingly Catholic Poland it 1=
i official national holiday, The permanently
Polish people—{for daily life there is
hard-——are given a day off, and
jovolis, colorful processions (il the streets
['his is n stubborn nistory and
ancient traditions have always hattled foreign
wecupations and regimes imposed by force and

LTy

fre fid

imvel

AL L

relentlessly

land where

where the citizens have been wedded ta

conformity for a thousand vears

the rise

A vovage in Poland, then, is an emotional
and tragedy, a so-

id and new memories that never

journey through histon
HIFM AMONE
die, & glance at hope and despair, and
wiave—Lthe discovery of extraordinary human
beings. It is o pilgrimage along Polish stations
of the cross. 1 undertook it not long ago, a
somewhit aged American reporter refurning
“?1!Iﬂ|]|311-fﬁ n1s birth at a time when history 15
again being wrnitten there—seven years alter
and fall of the Solidarity free trade
UNon movenment,
proaching still another turning in its history

That a

with Poland '__lll--l|l|'. A -
church feast is ohserved ds a high
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holiday in a Communist country may strike an
oulsider as paradoxical. But as | quickly real-
ized, it seemed perfectly natural to all the
[I--‘lll:l_:l Poles ns well as to their head of state,
Lxen. Wojciech Jaruzelski, who also serves as
First Secretary of the Communist Party

In fact the 64-vear-old general had chosen
Corpus Christi to receive me at his Warsaw
offices overlooking the lovely roval Lazienki
Park. It was a relaxed
with lilacs in bloom round the sunlit statue of a
brooding, romantic Frédéric Chopin. Jaru-
reiski greeted me with the remark t
delighted to have a midweek holiday to afford

atE Spring morning

1at he was

Paland: The Hope That Never Dies

JIENPOST FOR THE FAITHFUL, @ rude cross
hecomes the site of @ moadside prayver meet
ing outside the village of Zgb in Poland s
mountainous south. The nearby towm

of Wadowice is the birthploce of Karol
Wojtvia, the Archbishop of Krakdw, who
became fohn Poul Il the first Polish Pope
Despite the official atheism of the Commu-
nist Party, the Catholic Church remoins

pawertil force in Poland.
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L riman,
Henloved at Krakow’s Waowel ( athedrid
Museumn, recalls the | |'|'|-_-_"r|,_—_. reLgr af
King Cazimir the Great, who worked 1o
strengthen a nation forged from @ group

o srnall principoiities

him time for & quiet, uninterrupted chat, and
said immediately that I had come to a “much
changed Poland, changed for the better

a ramrod-straight officer with a
receding hairline whose military bearing was

Jaruzelskl

softened by an easy, comfortable demeanor
and an informal light-gray suit and blue neck-
tie. offered me teq, and we STHETIL the next tw
hours together. In his elegantly classical Pol:
ish—rich in historical and literary allusions—
he summarized the endless contradictions and
paradoxes, many verging on the surreal, that
form the phenomenon of today's Poland and
million inhabitants

It was the most candid provate conversation
[ have ever had with any Communist leader
The general told me bluntly t
faced immense economic and social problems

that could be solved only by his program al

the lives of 1ts 37

18l s COunLrs

radical reform of the economy. (Such a daring

&4

program, including austerity, decentraliza-
tion, and a turn toward a free-market econo-
myv, wis formally launched in October 1987,
He said that he welcomed the cooperation of
erate opposition” and the Roman
iolic Church to help shape and implement
Bt he said he would not deal
with opposition financed {rom abroad, noting
with anger that the U. 5. Congress had just

thie "o
LAl

[ hese relnrms

vated one million dollars to assist what was left
of Solidarity. The union said the funds would
go for ambulances and medical equipment.

HE PRINCIPAL PARADOX in this land
of paradoxes is that the Jaruzelsk
who seeks o introduce far-reaching
reforms in Poland—and allows a
degree of political pluralism and relaxation

unique in Communism (thodgh Communist

15 the smme
man who declared martial law on December
13, 1681, and used the army and the secret po-
lice to intern 10,000 Solidarity activists and
gmiuash the organization's entire {ramework

rule itself is not open to question)

This was undoubtedly the worst hlow to Polish
aspirations since the end of World War I1, and
the nation has not gquite recovered from it

In 1982, when last we talked, the general
hinted that destruction of Solidarity was the
only alternative to a Soviel invasian because
the Russians thought the union's demands {or
AEMOOracy placed 1

v, along with reforms,

whaole Communist system in danger
But now, Jaruzelski emphasized, the men
tality of the people in general, including those
in power, had changed. He told me that he felt
that the Solidarity workers' protests about

L&

their conditions and the economy wWere correct
and justified—and many of the ideas emerging
from the great ferment of the early 1980 were
i i|:-|_|'_r.{'_||||| and would be |r|'.|_..~E-::r:|:-|'.l1.--.'f|

Back in those days, the general said, the
problems were Solidarity’s "nonsensical” po-
litical demands, such as the appeal to workers
elsewhere in Eastern Europe to rise upin their
own Solidarity movements, and the wave ol
strilkes that paralvzed the country

The month: that 1 spent in Poland in the
preparation of this article, driving thousands
of miles from the southern Tatra Mountains to
the Baltic seashore and from the wooded S0vi-
et border to the farmlands of the East Ler-
man frontier, confirmed to a significant extent
General Jaruzeleki's assertion that the “New
Poland" he heads (Continued on page 04
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POLAND

ARKA: 120,755 sqmuu (312,677 s km),

POPULATTON: 17, 3 million,
CAPITAL: Warsaw, pop. 1,659,400
ECONOMY: Industries: tron and
steel, shiphuilding, textiles, mining
of coal, copper, gine, and lead. Ag-
riculture: potatoes, sugar heets; rye

|I _."r

POLAND DERIVES its name from
the Polunie, or “plains people,™ a
Slavic group that settled in north-
ern Europe before the birth of
Christ. With few natural obstacles
to invasion from enst or west,
Poland has aoften suffered from the
ambitions of neighboring coun-
tries. The 1795 partition of Poland
among Russin. Prussia, and Aus-
tmia wiped the nation from the
map. It reappeared as a sovereign
state only in 1918, at the end of
World War |

The German invasion of Poland
in 1939 sparked the beginning of
World War 11, during which

® Mining area

'I' Cenfers of the Roman
Cathofic Church in Paland

O Worid War 1 death camp

Poland was overrun again, first
by Germans, then by the Soviets
Following the war, Stalin mbwed
Poland westward by placing more
than 50,000 sguare miles of gast-
ern German territory under Polish
rule and annexing 100,000 square
miles of eastern Poland to the
U.S.5.R.

The movement of millions of
people to Poland from the prov.
nces swallowed by the Soviets
and the displacemeént of German
populations from their homes into
occupied Germany constituted
one of the most disruptive migra-
tions in postwar Europe
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Pope John Paul [1 az h

celebrates Mass before a
crovwd of more than 750,000 war
shiipers in Cedartsk in fune 1587
Wherever he traveled during his
third wisit to his homelond sinoe
recoming Pope, lohn Paul en-

puntergd welcomes, such as this

'l.'!I||'.|"II-|' Ll ! I.'!|! Fi :||_'|'! |,|:_|_'|r|-|': il

with a Polish flag and pictures of
the Pope and the Black Madonna
Ir r ..Iillr I'.-Illll 174 r||r' I..--.Il.lr II-II :-rllll.I
lcom of Polish Catholicism, Dur
ing the Pope's appearance in

LAY, 3 TRATE ProCiaimid NS

pnwavering faith by holding up
i crucifix during the entire
ervice (right)

¢ he Pope deltghited his audi
ences and angered government
lthorities by repeatedly voicing
support for the Solidarnty union
driven underground since being

mitiawed (n 1881, 71 pray for m

muttherlond and for WO BT ;
Ereg Hope told the crowd
Crdarisk, the Baltic seaport city
where the wmion was orgomnized

[ pray for the fpecial heritape of
Polish Solidarity.” Following the

viaas, some 10,000 persomns

.; LE Fl .-I-J.'.i.- e

Pl

marched beneaty Soll
rers through the streets of Grdonsk
until police Droke up the
demonstrotinm

Ina further act of support John
Foul mer with Solidarity leader
Lech Watlpsa and visited thq
wvesite of the Reverend Jerzy
Popiehiszho, o pro-Solidaricy
priest killed by Polish secrer
police tn 1984, The Pope also said
that if Poland instituted reforms
feading to more freedoms, the
Vaticon riight establish diplo
matie ties with the countn :

amang Ecstern-bloc nations.







DEEIALE LECGACY OF [he
Holocaust (¢ preserved
as a memorial to thi

tead and o warming aeoinst
forgeffulness al ¢ museuwn it
DEwigcim-Brzerinka (Auschwi
Hirkenau), Rabbi Pinchas G
berg (1eft), o Hasidic Jew from
Srooklyn, New York, vig
mountain of fontwear taken from
those tmiprisoned at the N

death camp in southern Poland

LA ohe maore than 20 (zarmman

TE exterminafed
f the hideous
] I EXTTRETLITETNCE - Car
» .I- II III
DI e
man occumaiorn of ,: il 1 5 g I..:.'ll ].'."L-L'.

| War I, as muany Lipon arrtval ar the death

million persons were amp, prisoners deemed unfit for
milied at Uswigcim in (e5s than productive [abor, women and 21, where he died on Jonuary 1,
five years, Declared a national hildren included, were often 1945, It stands as g reminder
monument in 1947, the camp summaorily executed. A separate that, aithough the Holocoust was
refains gver e mHLIn erdrance gxhitbit calied 1T he Faote of aimed primoarily ot fewes,

gate an arch carrying the German Wothers and Children™ (belo than a million of those killed a

] I i 1 i B I -
] | i ¥ ] . » - i ' - - 1) 4
giogan ' Arbelt Macht Frei . EFTErTE W (e p g Lreswilecirmt were ot fewilsh
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MAN INTHE sPOTLIGHT during the trade
union movement's brief tuste of freedom,
Lech Wakeso remains a popular public fig-
ure. In the villope of Sulperymo, a crowd
presses forth os Walpsa honds out photo-
graphs of his family and John Paul ] taken
at a private meeting during the Pope’s visir
Near the village, Walpza returns (below)
friom an unsuccessful fishing outing to his
family's lnkefront cottoge. As heavy ratns
keep the fomily indoors, nine-pear-old
Magdolena Walgsa enteriains her parents
and younger sister Anna with a display

of gymnastic ability (below right)
Wirlesa hecame the focus of worldwide

attention in 1980 when L'-Iﬂ}"i"i ssed weges

and food-price increases sparked protests

across the couritry. From a strike at the
Lenin Shipyard in Gdarisk, where Watgsa
works as an electrican, the (ndependent
urtion Solidarity was born, With Walpsa as
its spokesman, Solidarity waon freedom

from Communist Party control. But that

frerdom ended in December 1851 the EErhh
grmrmiant declored martial low and (nterned
Solidarity leaders, including Waolpgsa







STEPPING OUT on May Dlay, the mtar
national socialist holiday, head of state
Gen. Woijclech Jortzzelshi waves to onlook-
ers (right) as he leads o porade through
Warsaw, In that caity’s Palace of Culture
(below) Jaruzelskhi addresses members of
the Patriotic Front of MNaotional Rebirth,

a group that wos created to counter the
solidarity movement

15 hecoming "'a

(Contenued from page 84)
VETY open country,”

To be sure, Poland is still far from being a
Western democracy. Truly free elections even
for the Sejm—the Polish parliameént—are not
vet inthecards, The Communist Party's week-
Iy journal, Politvka, 1s subject to censorship
hecause the regime itself isn't certain from day
to day what it wants and what people should
be told it wants, There are tensions within the
party between factions advocating greater
freedom and flexibility and those opposing it,
and there are enough cases of harassment of
various oppositionists, as dissidents are called
in Polish Communist parlance, to suggest
strongly that the powerful secret police appa-
ratus, still enjoving considerable autonomy,
sirdes with the hard-liners. And, as every Pole
knows, the state still possesses the power of
capricious arrest and extended detention with-
out trial

Mevertheless, loud and active opposition
movements do exist. Shortly after 1 left the
country, police broke up a demonstration of
4,000 Salidarity supporters in Gdansk by drv-
ing tricks into their line of march,

td

pID NOT HAVE the slightest difficulty in
meeting openly with former Solidarity
chief Lech Walgsa, the Nobel Peace
Prize laureate—or with the opposi-
tion's most brilliant intellectual figures, such
as the philesopher Adam Michnik and the me-
dieval histortan Bronislaw Geremek. | found
these leaders, to say nothing of countless pri-
vate citizens with whom I talked (frequently
all night, as is the Polish hab-
itl, absolutely outspoken on
every Imaginable topic—
especially wheneverit came to
criticizing the government
and the Communist system.

But both Walesa and Jozef
Cardinal Glemp, Primate of
Poland, told me in separate
conversations that some form
af Polish unity should be built
around the government's re-
form program. Each left me
with the impression that they
may favor a degree of opposi-
tionist cooperation with the
regime under the nght con-
ditions. The general told me
that “no doors are closed,”
although he prefers his critics
to work through the “consultative council, ” an
advisory body he has created to attract promi-
nent but independent-minded Poles,

Cardinal Glemp told me that in his opinion
“General Jaruzelski 15 o Pole and an intelli-
gent man who has a large sensitivity to moral
questions.”

“He 15 8 Communist,” the cardinal said,
“but he is a positive man.”

Glemp's stance of compromise is backed by
many, but not all, Polish bishaps. His judg:
menl runs counter to the view held in more
radical opposition circles that Jaruzeiski s a
soviet agent because he served in wartime
Polish units with the Soviet Army and rose
through the ranks of the military and party
hierarchies to become defense minister and a
Politburo member long before Sohidarity

Michnik, the philosopher who has spent
four vears behind bars since 1981, does not
believe in ceoperation with Jaruzelski be-
cause, he sayvs, “a Communist reqime cannot
really reform itself from within. ™ It has to be
pressed and pushed, he told me.

Amazingly, many senior government and
party officials tend to be stunningly frank.

National Geographic, January 1988




[he general himself admits that Poland's
ECOTHOINY
managerial and production chaos, character-
ized by inexplicable shortages of the
clementary items, shaddiness of most goods,
pnd a continwousiy falling hiving standard for
mast of the population.

He must know that his country 1s turning
Inte an environmental dizaster whose magni-
tucle 1 could abserve in my travels, The great
river Vistula is polluted by salinity and other
industrial waste, Hundred-vear-old trees in
the forest of Hisdowieza in the east are threat
ened by poisonous runoff from a chemical
plant, (The forest also happens to be the home
of the largest surviving herd of European bi-
son,; some460animals. ) | he Polish water table
15 dropping dangerously because of unregulat-
ed deforestation throughout the country, And
the air in the cities of Krakdw and Katowice
is thick with the soot from smoke-belching
stacks aof their huge steel mills

The Krakdw mill complex, called Nowa
Huta, was designed by Soviet p
ogies in the early 1950s as “a socialist
workers' famibies would live

remains a vernitable meghtmare of

fIisE

anners and

Talae
city where

Priland - The H Jil. That Never Dies

happily in new high rises—and their minds
wouldd npot be poisonéd by religion

“But they were wrong on all scores,” a for-
mer Salidarity newspaper editor told me as we
toured the forbidding scene of up
apartment bulldings and industrial instal
tions. “Instead of a socialist city, thev've creat-
ed & monstrosity, And, finally, they had to
capitulate to the pressure of the people and let
us have new churches.”

¥, ETrims

-

FTER 40 YEARS of Soviet-enforced
Marxism-Leninism, the steadily
deteriorating quality of life in Po-
land is a grim daily drama

“xou know, in the end vou lose vour will to
live,” said a woman of my acquaintance in
Warsaw who works in a government office
and Lries to be a housekeeper and a mother as
well—as best she can

“I get up at dawn in that tiny apartment of
ours—you can forget about getting a larger
gpartment ¢ven if vou Live to be a hundred—
and I prepare breakfast for my husband and
the two kids, send the children off to school,
then I rush to catch this horribly crowded red




gtreetear to get downtown to my office. 1 quit
work around two o'clock, and 1 go shopping
for food and i SO
times I stand in a queue at the
huy meat with my ration card
run oul of meat before my
race ¢lsewhere to get into another line to buy
samething else we can eat. When 1 get home,
es are I probably have to walk up the
stairs to our apartment on the sixth tloor be-

iuse the elevator is usually out of order. Then
| cook dinner, serve it, wash the dishes, And
then it's another day tomorrow, just like Lo-

arious things we need.
butcher shop to
but often thes

w
Lurn COoOmes. = 1

CHR

dav. Some life

MAGDALENA
leading Polish sociologist
siys that women are the

victims of
bhecause the burden of life withits daily respon-
sibilities falls

SORODEOWWSKA, #
il paliy-
sLCTRN

greatest the syvstem

most heavily on them. " Femi-
nism. or womien's liberation, does notl exist i
Poland.” savs Dr. Sokolowska. "Polish wom
ms of survival." They
NCNE RS-
tent plumbers or electricians as well as about
illness in the family, because the public health
system in Poland is collapsing from bureau-
efficiency. (Polish medicine has high
traditions, however, v PIOTIE -
ing surgery is performed by such renowned
hvsicians as heart speciahist Dr. Lbhigmew
Religa [pages 106-107 |

Men concentrale an going to work t
tory or office shifis, savs D
moarale £ so low that in the view ol a govern
economist “we have a situation wher

come to work—rather than actually
y marvelous society in which you
the state.”

you havi

alsp worry about finding seemingly

cratic 1n
and even toca)

helr Tal
Sokolowska, but
ment
people
wior£, It's a
don't have to work to get
Another economist observes that i
werees ta U S then
anvithing vou want in the Pewex-
ctores—Dbiut, of creates new [rus-
trations and divisions between Poles with daol
lars and Poles without them. "™

It was Alfred Miodowicz, a former steel
and now the head of t
tracle union organization
member of the Polithuro, who summed up the
situntion best in a conversation we had at his
Warsaw office: “Cnar 15 that we are o
aocialist state without soctal Justice.

vmong the sad sights in Poland are not anly
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thit clolimr
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worker he government

sancinned An{ A
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grown-ups but even teenagers wandenng,

e —— T B E W

idewalks biroad

who 15 a teetotaler, has

drink; along
Jaruzelskl,
Ucoholism by
of vodka (a hottle containing
righth of a gallon costs the equivalent of aday's

salary of a skilled industrial worker). The re-
sults are not noticeable: Queues form 1o front
pening,

blind from

daylight
tried Lo combit | ratsing the price

lB5E '|J_'I."' ATE

of liguor stores awaiting the 1 p.m
just as they do At 106

[his rampant
productivity and
WK

i slores

alcoholism accounts for low
absentesism
consumes «ighl
alent
nd drunk-

Hieh rom
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quartsof pure alcohol annually (the agun

aof 16 QUarts-al B -proof w niskev),

to the authorties, was
for 1,500 deaths and 10,00

en driving, according
r:-::r'.|-r'_a|||||_-

= in 1986

[} L1 1U-

ribhute the worsening alcohol
[Alns,

arnin |'l.'|_'2'..'|';|_:' """J-.|—L|_1.l.|"1- of life 1o

o iolodists all

nroblem to the immense st psvchological
Pressures,
Poland’s postwar industrial society. For four
decades Poles have hived [rom crisis to crisis
and from one broken promise to another in cy
cles of hope and diser
lution, diet, and industry-

lisEncis are |||_-_.[1]|_-=5 for the alarming drop in

whantment, Streas, ;:r-I

r|"|||||-'llll1-lll -Il.l:'l' i

National Geographic, January [958












life expectancy in Poland; the central stansts
cal office reports that whereas a M3-year-old
man in 1965 could have anticipated another
today he can look forward t

1.7 yearsof life
only 39. 7 years.

In sum, this is a bitter nation, and Genoral
Taruzelski that his
priority 1s (0 creale gréeater trost among HIE
compatriots. It will not bean easy job. In War-
saw I read a front-page article in the Commu-
nist Party spaper, Trybuna Ludu,
acknowledging that the fundamental Polish

told me overwhelming

duily new

pnroblem is that “nobody here has any trust in
anvbody else " This mistrust embraces every
thing from government policies to personal
relationships.
The Center of Publi
Taruzelskl in

national mood, has reported that most Poles

Opinion Research,

1982 to assess the

| r4-.-_!|-|| by

feared Turther deterioration in their quality of

life and that a vast majority of high-school
eraduates fell so ':||'|[u_'|l_':-'-.i.|llll.!|. the futore that
thev wanted to o abroad to earn dollars (51

III. ]

TIX)
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VRSV ARSI
124 Frem’ ;-‘:j‘h{ Ej,ﬁ
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tourists (3 Lhoueh

:ome “toursts’ ds

percent) or as percent,
not return home)
“There's no country in the world in astate of
crisis, with the economy as bad as here, where
ust in the govern
Deputy Premier Ffdristaw Sadowski

"Sadowski,

the zociety would have tr
ment,"
told me. *Trust must be created
an imternationally
not & party member, was brought into the gos

KNOWnN eCOnomisi '.'-'I’J':- 15

ernment last vear and put in charge of reform
{ the tremendous difficul

ties that face us,"” General Jarurelski himselfl

I am fullv aware

toalidd mae.

astonishing thing for a Commu-
But Communism
Western-oriented ana Catholis
wavs been acontradiction in terins, Poles were

| hat 15 an
nist leader to say n Lhis

land has al-

snared the worst of the show trials and mur-
derous L'--||:-.'~--|--.‘1----"f|'-- stalin era and experi-
mented s earlv as 1956

reforms. Lund callectvization could not be

with liberalizing

imposed in Poland, and today same 7() percent
of arabie land 5 in priy

ate hands, cultivated

"
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by small farmers who are the framewark of
the increasingly important market economy

Farming nevertheless is hard work, and voung
people are flecing the land en masse

In my travels | did meet a large number of
“rich peasanis”™ and even rural millionaires
who own sumptuous houses (at least one with
an mdoor pool and a zauna), foreign hexury
automaobiles, and Arabian show horses worth
hundreds of thousands of dollars—all perfect-
I Jegnl.

Interestingly, much of this farm wealth
stems [rom the age-old Polish tradition of pre-
senting flowers on every imaginable occasion
A case in point 15 Czestaw Witczak (below
right), a 4%-year-old graduate of the agrarian
academy at Poznan. Over a lunch of smoked
e2l, turkey, and venizon in his marble-floored
mansion with swimming pool in the village of
Lankowice, near Bydgoszez in northwestern
Poland, Witczak told me that he made his for-
tune selling about 200,000 roses annually from
the long row of glass-covered hothouses he
built several vears ago

g

LD POLISH CUSTOMS are L'E"-.'ix'l:llg
with unprecedented vigor these
days, presumahly as & reaction to
Communist egalitananism of the
past era. | had heard that these days Commu-
nist men kiss women's hands with an alacrity
unmatched by prewar aristocrats, but [ was
startled and enchanted when I saw a4 uni-
formed militia captain bowing to kiss the hand
of a4 untlormed fady milita lieutenant as a
morning greeting under a Vistula River bridge
in the city of Toruf

Revivale of Old World gallantry notwith-
standing, Poland's heart and mind and tastes
are completely in the WesL It desperately
wants Western technology and is hopelessly
drawn to Western culture. A Warsaw weekly
wis serializng capitahist Lee lacocca’s auto-
ogrnphy lnst spring, and James Clavell was
on the best-seller list along with A, A. Milne
On Polish television Grease with John Tra-
volta was seen in March by 20 million viewers

But censorship hobbles Polish writing and
undermines the famous Polish cinema. How-
ever, if they have ume and energy (and the
connections neecded to obtain tickets), Poles
can sée superb performances at Warsaw's
Lrand Opera and Ballet Theater, attend
extraordinary concerts, and even watch good
TV =mce pro-Solidarity actors have ended

Poland: The H et That Never Dies

Lheir boycolt of state television and are willing
Lo perform again

Unanother level there is political humor, an
ancient Polish tradition. Pod Egida is a politi-
cal cabaret run by a bespectacled middle-aged
hurmorist named Jan Pietrzak in a small War-
saw theater. Overa brandy before the perfor-
mance, Pietrzak told me that he still had to
submit his material to government censors,
but added delightedly that on one occasion a
friendly censor had confided that the censor-
ship office had used a videotape of his show tao
teach a class in political humor o aspiring
ideological watchdogs,

Thouagh Pretrzak 1z given much latitude in
anti-regime humor, he can also be bitter
toward his adminng audience: When they rose
in applause one evening, he remarked, “Ah,
but [ remember when vou applauded pro-
Stalinist jokes too!™

Tadeusz Konwicki, Polanad's foremaost liv-
Ing novelist, wrote in a recent book, Moonrise,
Moonsel (published 1 the United States in

A BOUNTTFUL STOCK of baked gonds
gitrocts shoppers tn g state-run Warsaw
market (facing page), although many
consumer ttems areé often in short supply
Making the mast of a imited private econ-
omy, Czestaw Witczak amuassed o fortune
selling roses grown in his hothouses in

the village of Lankowice.
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seneration of Poleshas had the commandment  play Forgfathers’ Eve by th-century poet

to save the fatherland encoded In 115 genes Adam Mickiewice, rich in anti-Russian over-

'his was true of the Poles who rose agains tonies, trigeered student riofts and a8 vioienl

Ruszian occunation o (wo occastons in the  wave of repression by the Gomulka regime

L9LhH centu of the cavalrymen who charged [here followed & demented anti-Semitic cam-

hres in 1939: of pailpn, showing the darkest side of Polish Com-

the men, women, and childrén who MUTIST Praciices &0 LpPEaLTE 1o the low

1 the Predal anb-\erman Warsaw ¥ human instincts: at that ome there were i
i
i

in 14434 .|!':I| & | d _1'-:|| i1 'I DEE Wi MOre Lhan IR .[I"'.'u = 411 Ill'li.'.l.ulll II':I..' Lhe ;-I'r.-

t Hitler in the British, ican. and  war population of three and a half million. To-

Soviet Armies from Italy and | ' day there are five or six thousand, the res

Ul

raine and Berln naving tiec the country

Patriotic history wias I ATrrh The common denonminator aAmong maost ol




the leading firures of ntemporary Polish publications on the theory that this will not
culture—and they are waorld-class figures—is  undermine jts rule. Instead undereround
opposition to the Communist system in writ-  publishing helps ded 15 political pressures
ten works (including novels and poetry) thal [ found Andrrei Waida, famous
ovies Man of Marble and Man of fron
wolidarity that was awarderd
1981 Cannes International
an location near Warsaw wheri
Himing Dostoevsky's
ressed. His hog e he said
ture telling the truth about the o

r [}
VASAW FeELto in |l

s nevier been |'ll:"|’l"'!]'- told on film, He &

But be was depressed about the




Poland and about the state of Polish movie were the Ofwigcim-Briezinka (Auschwitz-
making: “There is no money in this bankrupt  Birkenan) and Majdanek death camps, the
country of ours to make good pictures, even one near Krakow and the other outside
inexpensively. And there's still the censorship  Lublin, where miliions were murdered by the
problem facing us Nazis. (At Ofwigcim I was deeply moved by a
Fhe scene he was shooting that day was the groupof American Luthezan w men whosoft

burning of a Russian village, and the director  ly sang spirituals in front of the death ovens
patiently rehearsed young actors in their per and passed out tiny paper peace doves
OO 85 Maestro,” the crew and Actors

called him. His cap jauntily at an angle, hic

High bhoots Fving I;!!'.. g Cavaller Alr, lll.li-.l:'::‘l

was very much the gonius at worl

Epics in Poland, of course, are part of the




killed 45 workers protesting price increases

and working conditions in December 1970
shipyard,
ime into being ten years later

At Powpzkt Communal Cemetery in War-
hidden hands in
100 Polish officers
anii
in memory of the 1944 Wursaw aprising vi

and the Lent where Saolidants

saw, candles are ht by

memary ol the more than 4,
executed in Katyva Forest in Byelorussia

tims who died when Soviet forces, massed on
the far side of the Vistuls

Eo thelr assistance

River, would
Polez beliewvq
dergrouni
underground Home
Armyv was anti-Communist and would have

Not COTne

that Stalin wanted 1

e WaASaw o

massacred because tha

stvod in the way of postwar Communist rule

natyvn and Warsaw are bitter memories for
Poles, and Jaruzelski and his like-minded
friend Mikhai [t

N, Gorbachev of the Soviet
Union seemed to understand this when the
announced lest April that a historical commis
sion was being formed to discover the truth

a bt in anviet-Polish relations

“ETAY AreASs
15 thit these areas include
Ratyn as well as the deportation of perhaps as
[FENY a3
soviet Union in 1939
vided Poland from the east
Invading from the wesl

The assumpt
one and a hall milllon Poles to the
||.II.|Ir -t Ilr :II.-|'-|"-_| !_I'

w hitle Hitler was

T Was JOSEPH S5TALIN
nushed Poland even farther westward

wlhio  literalls

through the Soviel annexation of east-
ern Polish provinces

(now Lvov

including the cit-
and Wilno {(now
viltius), to which Poles had great patrioti
ntalin compen-
awarding it German land:
where Poles had lived for centuries

i=s 0 Lawiw

andd sentimental attachmend

sated Poland by

It i5 one thing to redraw horcders or grab ter-
rtory, but it = anocther to shide an entire nation
as i child slides bullding blocks
ten million human beings were moved to the
WS ations from the provinces
swillowed |'|_'. the Soviets were transported (o
while Germans
were expelled from thelr homes to make room

I.lll k

A< manyv as

tolish popu

the formier Lerman regons,

1E1T
Even though Poland's economy was greatly
heiped by the acquisition of these rich lands,
the migration was one of the most massive and
dramatic in postwar Europe, It involved terri-
tle emotional and cultural shocks, and the so-
Cial LOTMISCLLIENTES PErSLSs] today
Avmong those deported was the entire Jaru-
mncluding Woi-
father died in Central Asian
exte. Jaruzelski thus spent his vouth in what
amounted (o A abor camp where
prisoners telled trees in surrounding forests
He zavs Russian

gelsil family,

Clech,

16-vear-old

W | ERETE

SOVIEN

Conitmuwed on page 110)
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WEREDY WHEELS Carmy oodl fn

cuatomers in the villoee of Kofuedow near
the Czechosiovarian border. Horeses and
carts remain a common sight in the rural
arecas of Folond a nation of 37 :|i"!'.|||

regiderits that cournts about four million
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HEAVY-METAL MANIA animiotes onlookers aping guliar

plavers at o rock concert near Poznarl, reflecting Polish

gffinity for Westem RO Lifr

muaker, Andrzer Wapnia (Delow), |

village of Komierczyh during the shoohting of

Nastosvsky's novel The Poisessed, Warda walks a fine

line to avoid censorship in creating his often

_l'-'.'I.Z.fII.'I.'i!'.' SEMSiTse Tims

families who were as poor 45 theé prisoners
toy him, and “that's when Hearned to

wWElIT K1
like the Russinn people.” Jaruzelski's great

grandf{ather died in Siberia after being impris
aoned for his part in the anti-tsarist ypnsing in
1863, History in Poland casts a long shadow
General Jaruzelski was able in

:II '--Il L
=0 b= L
July 1687 to write—f{or a Soviet ideological
journal—that the
‘nland, and the deportations ere conLlra-
P i the deportations, wer nira
dictory to Poland’s right of independence.”

15349 Soviel Iﬁ".'."-._-:,-iill ol

INETY-THREE PERCENT 0f Foland s
people are Roman Catholics, most
of them fervent believers, and the

church is the most
Communist force in Poland. T
tween bishops and high government officials

poweriul non

he dialogue be-

LOouchnes an J_]l _1-1]_';;-:1:- |_|." NALIGTAL |j:I.'. .':!III1
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Poland's premier film

WHITHES Of [Doation 1 the

Sveocdion

acquired even greater significance in 1975
when Karol Cardinal Wojtyla of Krakow was
electerd Pope to become John Paul 11, the nirst
Polish pontiff in history

Freedom of worship is absolate in Poland,
and in our travels around the country, GEOQ-

GRAPHI d and |
often felt we were enveloped by mtonal. Ur-
bhan cathedrals and rural churches overflowed
at almaost Mass vear-round. Easter
brought moving acts of farth evervwhere in the
country: AL Kalwaria Zebrzvdowska, a Ber-
nardine Fathers monastery in the hills south-
west of Krakdw, 30,000 believers slogged
through mud in a cold rain to follow a two-day
procession with the fathers and
village actors [
Christ, Pilate,

Wi were told,

photographer Jim Stanfie

EVIETY

Hassion pley
in the roles of the martvred
and Roman soldiers. In the
past the crowds have become

National e '_‘-I"-'l,rllll'-'l fertiary 1Yo



hysterical, believing they were seeing the real

cnnd aitacked the “soldiers

vear million undertake pil
to the holiest place in the country,
ra{ Luminous Mountain) Monastery

in Czestochowa to pray at the medieval shrine

L hirisl
Ench of Poles
ETiMEAFES

- [
1-.1"-.:-'. I I

| the Black Madonna, acclaimed as th
Queen of Poaland
Lhe church In FPoland s patriotic in Ui

aeepest sense and has glways been Intenseély

nationalist-minded. in the forelront of defend-
g the Polish identity, [temereed with the ad-
vent of Uhnstiamitvin Poland over a thousand
Vears ago undar the 'insts, the Orst Polish roy-
.'l'll:.L'..'ll'Illi". Cr 5LB0T A1) L+
EANIcC THLER of national life. When the throne
was temporanly unoccupied because of

or death. the Primate of Poland served

al OVTLASLY, ANO NaAS
i aroval
.III'_;_':"|.:
WwWiEetll KINgs

inlerrex, Lhe “king bet

Foland: 1he Hope Thal Ni
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Jozef Pitsudski, who led

During the 120 yvears when Poland ceased to
exist, chivicled late inthe 1EBLh o niurs ST RECITT n
Russin, Prossia, and Austria, the church was
the bastion of Polish nationality, the orotecton
of the language and the calture. A mural in &

sitting: room At the Primate's Residence on
Miodowa Street, where Cardinal Glemp re

celved me, depicts the traditon: King Jan 111
=abieski, who stemmed the Turkish tide roll-
ing over Europe in the 1 7th century with a se-
' Marsha

| Poland into indepen-
after World War ; a
sedier at the battle of the Vistula River near
warsaw, when a Soviet invasion was halted in
|92 and a dving Polish Army chaplain bless-
Ing the troops

ries of ereat battlefield victories:

ence wiounced Polish

has long been a theorv in the West

display their foith principally

There

Lhat Pole
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an anti-regime gesture. But Cardinal Glemp
denied this when I raised the point in a private
conversation with him at his Warsaw resi-
dence, “There is a vast range of attitudes
toward religion,” he told me, “but I think that
there are fewer and fewer Catholics practicing
their religion as & form of opposition, to be
against the regime. This is because there is a
certain deepening of authentic faith, which
runs against superficiality, and churchgoing
for opposition reasons would be artificial "
Today Cardinal Glemp plays & crucial if
subtle political game with the general's
regime. He said that, of course, the church
would always be opposed to Communist ideol-
oy but recognized that Jaruzelski has taken
“little steps" that are “signs of a certain democ-
ratization." Glemp and Jaruzelski have met
privately more than a dozen times. As both
men tell it, there is no reason for continued
antagonism between the church and the Com-
munist state, though neither cedes an inch
ideologically. And Last July the Polish regime
reversed itself to authorize a ten-million-

dollar, U, 5. -funded church foundation to aid
small farmers.

MONG STARTLING CONTRASTS in Po-
land is the symbolism of the cross
and the television antenna in the
countryside, where over 40 percent
of the population still lives. Along rural roads,
particularly in the less developed areas east
of Warzaw (known cruelly as "Poland B"—
“Poland A" being the more affluent west), one
seesacrossarashrine with a figure of Christ or
the Madonna every few miles, with fresh-cut
flowers always at the fool

The vast majority of rural houses, some of
them mere huts, proudly display TV antennas
isometimes side by side with a rooftop stork
nest), In 1986 nearly ten million TV sets were
registered in Poland, roughly one for every
four inhabitants, which is astonishing when
one considers that a black-and-white set costs
the equivalent of the monthly salary of a
skilled worker (and 50 percent more than the
average wage], and a color set sells for about
six times the higher zalary.

Om the other hand, there are fewer than five

million telephones in Poland—one for roughly
every seven inhabitants—and much of the
countrysicde has no phone service atall. In the
cities one may walt 15 years for a home phone.

Maoreover, Poland has been seized with
“yvideomania.™ and it is estimated that there
are some ome million videocassette recorders
in this enormously indebted and impoverished
mation. A YVCR costs the average industrial
worker the equivalent of 20 monthly pay-
checks. A Polish-built Polonez automabile re-
quires the proceeds of seven or eight vears of
such salarfes—but the number of privately
awned cars surged from half a million in 1970
to nearly four million in 1986,

This hunger for consumer goods—and the
prestige that their ownership brings —reflects
a reaction to the material denigls during the
postwar decades as well as the immense frus-
tration of the people in the cities, where fam-
ilies may wait as long as 20 vears for an
apartment barely large enough for a couple
and two children. Young families, like it or
not, tend to live with in-laws. A young engi-
neer in £6dZ, the second largest city, told me
that “if we can't have ourown home, we can at
least have our own TV in our reom, and a
small ciar just to get away once a week "™

Mo matter how crowded the home may be, a
visitor is instantly offered tea, coffee, an alco-
holic drink, or a cake that the hosts probably
can ill afford; vet in Poland it is rude to decline
hospitality. There is no rational explanation
for Polish economics in terms of what people
can afford—\CRs or cars, for instance—and
it is therefore accepted that such purchasing
power is made possible through the “Polish
way " —multiple jobs, moonlighting on gov-
ernmént time during working hours, bartering
goods and services, bribery, and the colossal
black market in foreign currencies and import-
ed or smuggled merchandise

Perhaps as much as half a billion dollars
enters Poland annually in gifts from families
livingin the United States and elsewhere. And
this finances some of the purchazes (the cur-
rent black-market dollar rate is about four
times the official rate in zlotys).

Poland thrives on contrast, In Warsaw on
the eve of the Pope's visit in June 1987, I

(FRACEFUL PORM AND NIMBLE GAIT characterize Parys, a purebred Arabian sire raised
at the Jandw Podlask: stud farm. Poles captured Arabian horses from Ottoman invad-
erd, but the first stock may have arrived even earlier with knights retuming from the
Crusodes. Polish-bred stallions hove commanded as much as a million dollars.

Poland: The Hope Thar Never Diex
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i I|_ I_! I_|_I|.'I L
houses huddle tn the village of Marniowy water, the gorge—called the Dunaie
tbave). CGovernment planners rebuili ireach—has long been a fuvorite spot
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from the adjacent lowlands thar will b Commuanding the hill overiooking th
Hoocded upon comipletion of a d

i on the e, Niedetca Castle was begun in the
nearby Dunajec River, which flows from earty 14th century and rebuilt during the

the Tatrog Mountoiis near the Czechoslo Renaissance. Once a stronghold of o powes
ik ian bordel rul Hurparuan fomily, the ogstle later

LEE d
Plonned as the third hvdroelectrin came one of Polamnd's gtrongest frontlay
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watched work crews replacing the Chinese  flower-filled courtyard at the grave of
flag on the lampposts (Premier Zhao Zivang  Reverend Jerzy Popieluszko, the populas
15L i -II':-|-|I.'=- il AN --|.[.'. I.|| X i:':l along thi | '-fl!.:f".l'-.'_:'-FII'-:. Wtio WS ‘|'--|r-i-. Fed] n
rouchfares with the wvellow-and- secret policein 1984
tandard of the Vatican. For a week |ar- Jaruzelsk: did not comment on that episo
!'l vwirdl Broud host §o hi: ferllow ol bt 1ncki ated to me that he was ool wholly

F'wo Great Poles Together,” said the caption ' inted | the Ponlifl's approving bl

urkler their pholoEra] hon the front page of Lhe eferences to Solidanty, though on the wi

Communist Party s affictal new Lpapel §T [rifral VISIL Was VIEOT) sitive.” He did not

Meeting with opposition intellectuals al a  seem disturbed by the Pope's preplanned en
Warzaw church, _|||!|'| Pail 1T walked --|||'-.".'E_' aunter with Lech Walesa in Gdansk. (When
down the church aisle, and old friends stepped the Pope came to Poland in 19583, after martial
forward togreet him by his diminutive, Lolek law was suspended, Walgsa was tlown in a

Later the Pope visited St Stamstaw Kostk: egvernment helicopter to meet him more dis-




|...l|-"-'.|'-r'.l and his motives,
While he proclaimed a =

september 1986-—thus making Poland the

only Communist country

X YEARS ofter the de
farity. Poles remain locked in contro
viersies and areuments: Naturalls

poaditicil prisoners—and pe
free detale in the ~8]m ana the NEW SPAPaTrs
adio, and tetevision, the resentments agains
nsned

T here | was astonished when Lech

I.m: ELYE DT .-|‘.; _’_z_'l[||'r VAI

Walesa [I-Ju| mié cduring an

together at the resi Ju'!u = 0]

struction of Soli-

much of the debate revolves around

el Or sispecte i1

neral amnesty in

P . |
Without Xnowi

rmits reasonablv

lErnoon we spent

 parish priest al

St Brygida's Church in Gdansk that, sooner
or later, “we shall meet [with Jaruzelski] on
the way to reform,  Walgsa also surprised me
by indicating he shared Jaruzelski’s high re
Lr..-:"":l Lo lll::"-i.".-:']'ll ok ..-llll 015 »0VeL re .-'l_'l'. ,|I:'I|'|
cles, and by saying that Solidarity should
change its name to “Reform™ to éemphasize the
e -l tor evolutionary change in P --I.-.r..l
‘solidarity is immeortal as a symbol, " he said

with hiz characteristic gesticulation, “and Sol
ity will l'-{ fulfilled r.J'.-| pugh reform.”

Atits peak dolidanty's membership reached

ten million, more than one-fourth of the total

population—including one million Commu-
nist Party members
W HPsSH MeCETYes ||..:J'.|- SLIEAMS Ol | ..||r|. .1|
and foreign media visitors at the church res
dence, which iz virtually his Solidarity ¢ ||'i-;|_-_
aller completing his 6 &8 m. 1o 2 p.m. shift asan
clectrician at the Lenin Shipvard. His freedom
o acl so openly is another Polish paradox
though plainclothesmen in unmarked cars
|-.-|-|-l|f| ek of visitors
“eeing Wal Heza for the first time since the
fuphoria of I'-.'a:. I Tound him much more
mature and sophisticated politically, but as
enthusiastic and optimistic as ever, His mus
tache brnsthng, his voice FiEing o Mmitke &

paint, | till acts the leader. His & ICWs aAre

more moderate, and he recognises (as he did
in his autobiography published in French in
Paris in 1987) that he lost control of Solidarity
to “radicals” in the months preceding martial

law. Hisconclusion, therefore. 15 that 1

& next
move by democratic groups in Poland shouwld
be more thoughtfully prepared
LUne of the most fascinating new Polish insti

tutions 15 the Center of Public Opinion Re
search that feeds Jaruzelski detailed data
(mostly unpleasant) on what people think
Headed by anintense but good-humored army
colonel named Stanistaw Kwiathowsaki, who
also 5 a P, in philosophy, the center
was urgently asked for public relations advice
by the Soviet Union after the Chernoby

FLAMES OF MEMORY burn bright in
I,

Warsaw's Powgeki Cemetery on August 1

the annnersary of that city's 1l-foted upris-
ing agaist Crerman oocuption in 1844

A atone crogs memoraglizes the more than

$ 000 Polish officers found bumed in a mass

L | -

- . - - E il
v 1n 1943 neagr the village of Katvd m

thee Soviet Unfon






plant disaster. Colonel Kwintkowski
urged the Soviets to tell the truth-—rapidly

At home, the center informed Jarvzelsk in
1n
the official press—that in the public view the
hurch is the institution serving the nation
best, with only the army and parliament aj
|'|l'-|."_-.'h!_|1ﬂ it. The |-ll|| pmitted any reference to
Poland's Communist Party or

the povernment; the omission ﬂ

spoke foritself

NnUucCiear

|98 6—and the assessment wias publishes

| THINK BACKE ON
my FPolish sojourn,
| am reminded
that detadl often
netps one understand the
whole picture. And the ab
leau of Poland is full of tiny
hrushstrokes
At the great Arabian horse
farm at Janow Podlazki, first
' the tsars of
Russia 170 years ago, Bovern
ment [lLTI'IIi.:.'-ll'lf: Wads OQuUleriy

W years ago Lo re-

I_"':..,|.:_'=i5-|":|_'|"' I'_'I'l.

granted
store the roval crown over the
letter |
brand on the animals’ rumps

[for lanow) on the
Auctioned off once g vear, e
heautiful Polish Arahinns are
soid for the most part to huy-
and the
roval crown symbol goes with them across the
Atiantic from the farm on the River Bug along
the Polish-Soviet frontier

ers from the U 5

Al the famous [iim school in LE6dE, | over-
heard cshout at a
=tucdent 5 reading her lines
woodenly: "For God's sake, put some emotion
in this! It was >artre who wrote the play, not
Karl Marx!"

It was a

in exasperated directon

ACTLress Wi AW

=0 1 L.6dE that |
two-story  building on busy Piotrkowska

gL LT !|-'-I' i
streel downtown, and a plagque next to the
main entrance proudly proclaiming that Artur
Rubinastein was born there m 1887, &8 centur
ago, The great pianist was the textile city's
greatest price, and | wis staring so hard at the
stopped ard

>0 mavbe you knew Mis-

insoription that an elderly lady
asked me in Polish
ter Rubinstein "

[ replied that [ had known him since | wasa
child, and then | realized | was standing four
housesaway fromwhere my grandparents had

Paoland |'-'I=-'_'.|'I.""',I": Fhar Never Dies
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VOICES OF DISSENT find expresston through
a network of underground printing presses
siich as this operation (facing page) near

Warsaw. Often imprisoned for his antigo

graumernt statemernts, philosopher Adam
Michnik {below) asgerts that tn Poland
eoday “civil disobedience is the only atti-

CLECEE MAEFINIY OF resresc

e

lived during World War I: 1 had the

scribbled in my noteboaok

acld ress
[t was nice to know
that a tiny niche of history had
been preserved, just down the street from the
Rubinsteins

Y&l the most significant evocation of the

FELITEIES

recent Pohsh poast that T encountered was the
of Antoni Stonimski, a

poet, & man of charm,

e i
R

ViV Mamnmory

hoenor, and humor, a

man respected by Stalinists and liberals, the
ﬂ'.]:'.]||=:I.'llll.l..rlll.-_l'lll_-r'.'n. arintellectuals atfd the

e to a Polish nattonal conscience. |
hat the privilege of knowineg him hefore hi

[fEkIresy t

was killed in a car crash at the age of 81, a doz-
en vears age, and | Knew that he had become &
legendary figure
His mast famous remark was a simple one
||I:|.-|:"__“_II i are in doubit how to act . act decent-
wntoni Stonimski's
ir of his fel-
low countrvmen as they live through the latest

Folish drama |:|’
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I like

inmnction will define the by

I to think that
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A Century After Darwin’ Death
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frigatebirds feeds near Floreana Island. For three vears we lived and
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Deep hissing sighs float through the misty highlands of Santa Cruz
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They seemed newly crawled forth from beneath the foundations of the
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world,” wrote Herman Melville, who went whaling here in 1841
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HARLES DARWIN fixed the
Galdpagos on the map of
the human imagination with his
835 voyage aboard the Beagle
That expedition eventuwalls
resulted in his theory of evolu
tion., The islands were discov-
ered by the Bishop of Panama,
l'omids de Berlanga, in 1538,
when s becalmed ship an-
chored 1in search of water. "It
seems a8 Lthough Lrod had
showered stones,” said the
bishop of desolate landscapes
such as Bartolomé Island, fore-
ground, and Santiago Izland,
beyvond, seen from our wltralight
atrorafl, Bushy
The profusion of wildlife
often sepms masked by such
stark voleanism, Beginning

N
T g

their rise from the sea about
[ive million vears ago, the
islands lie near the junction
of three of earth’s tectonic
plates. The archipelngo is movy-
ing southeast over a hot spot,
which feeds fiery magma to
valcanoes on the western
islands of Fernandina and
The eastern 1slands are
older and colder, and for the
Mozt part Inactive

Although the islands straddle
the Equator with its warm
witers, they are also washed by
cold currents, which sweep
north and westward loaded with
nutrients. Riding such ocean
rivers shoard rafts of vegeta-
tion, ancestors of many of the
Lrilpagos wmguely adapted

Tsahiln

Calapapos Wildlife Under Pressire

species prabably arrived from
mainland South Americs
Buccaneers, whalers, and
sealers anchored here from the
17th to 19th centuries, filling
their holds and decks with more
than 150,000 giant tortotses in
all, tasty provisions that could
live a vear or more without food
o water, The tortolses—paldpda-
gos in Spantsh—gave their name
to the islands, The archipelago
wis annexed by Ecuador in
1832, and small settlemients had
tiken root by 1900, Including
13 large and sixsmaller i=slands
plus scores of slets, the land
lotals about 8,000 square kilo-
meters (1,000 square miles)
Feuador declared most of it
a national park in 1959
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EARIRD'S-EYE VIEW
of enovesa Island (below)

takes in mile-wide Darwin Bay.
a volcanic caldera eroded by the
sen; inland, a smaller crater
awnils the sculpting waves

On the bay a pretty coral
beach is a popular stop for
crutse-ship visitors, especially
during the first six months of the
year when frigatebirds put on
madcap courtship displays in
their colony. Males perch amid
intended nesting sites in shrubs
and mfinte stophight red gular
sars 1o catch the eves of females

crulsing overhead. When a

potentinl mate is in sight, the

male raiseés and quivers his
wings, shakes bead and pouch,
and wails for all he is worth
With his heart 1n his throat,
pne suitor wins (left)

The pair then builds a hap
hazard nest, often filching twigs
from the nésts of neighboring
red-footed boobies or from other
frigntebirds. The female lays a
single egg, incubated for seven
to eight weeks by both parents
Deprived of [food during week-
long shifts, each mav lose 20
percent of its weight. After
natching, the chick must -
tially be gonarded by one adult
against marauding frigatebirds

or short-eared owls, while the
other parent forages al sea. This
dependency [asts five long
months, until the fledgling takes
wing, and helps explain why
frigatebirds practice air piracy,
They often waylay inbownd boo-
bies and harass them until they
drop their catch in mid-flight,
and the food poes instead into
the bottomless pit of the
rigatebird chick: The adults’
hunting iz limited to catching
seg-gurface prev from the air
they do not dive. But the
trigatebird s maneuverability is
incredible, and no boobw with a
tull dinper pail stands a chance




s introduced prida-
The original Galapa
ros tortodse populatio
estimated at 250,000, has
bhean reduced to about
W0, O 14 subsisscies
that evolved on different
tlandsy, three are &
One of the remaining
FTACES CONsgis O & S1NE N
male from Pinta Island
dubhed *Lonesoms
George,” who has long
resided at the Charles
Darwin Research Station
while scientists hay
sconred pons frujtiess)
for a4 Fints femal
:.'='|| siation malntaine
a captive-breeding facility
[or other tortoise sul-
whose eggs and

- - -I -
yOUnE are endangered Dy

feral dogs, rats, and pigs

i thetr nalive isfamnas

_-'-’.uh_ I|:.'_| l ..-:".-|r:-|i.-|--

from e1ght subspeécies
have been hatched, and
DERLEY nave been
repatriabed alter matun
ng enough to defend













HE DROP OF A WAVE 1s

excuse enough lor play,

.]|J'I. . r-1|.".|'|.':|.-;-:.'1 2L ]i_|_||'|-_-§ |;||:. Si

with relish and kalletic grace as
Lthey bodbysirf [or hoars on end

in & favorite bay of Espanola

[sland. On land or sea they
always seem (o need A Loy such
as & crab, a piece of seaweed
ar A penguin. They especially
delight in selzing marnne 1gua
nas' tails and watching the
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N THE FITILESS SIDI
of evolution the fittest
ng o e

Water is al a premium

srviIve by go Xiremies

1l f'.*-|l -
fola, a parched island that hos
Its own species of mockingbird

with a sickle-hke bil

extremely aggressive characters

I hese

dom't miss a tnck, They pestered
that Dheter finally

declared himsei

LIS &0 much
chajirman of
the local anti-mockingbird
sniliias

A v
latal attack on a voung masked
its hlood

aiten begin

ils trio of them makes o
ill:llll--_ 1 ;i| _'l_ Il || II-:I'I':
suich $ituabions
0 |Zl." 1 an adult hoaln B ERTS |.'|l.' L0

init a female, atiempis (o mate
with a chick instead. The adult
prihs the voung hird's neck in
itz powerful Bill, inflicting

uts. 1 e

LirmIEnt tor

mackingbirds go
the wounds, Tt was
difficult for us to watch; we
Nl bo turn awan

Friedemann Kdster, forme:
director al the Darwin Lition
riner in the films we

'.|I.|.'|_'|.' | [-:'l i

MR [_.

made for Survival

L he pli-!r_| e e -I "|-||--|"r-|.

It has found only a shg '.‘:|:. 5%
AEETESSIVE mMeans of obtammeye
|“|.,.|..
.| .|-r---~-1|
Island. Riding on
ileft), & finch
pecks at the base of jts
[enthers, breaking quills ||-|

-|'|U.i'|"'|-u--".'. hich the finch
-i] if I| Foi |_|

harren
d Woli

masked b

sk s

A Sirdaw 'ur hie
earned the tech-
nmifque as an outgrowth of feed
ing on flies and lice that
parasitize the 'r--.-:-.-.-.h

['he seabir

Meniors AT

5 pay thetr to

'~1I'-i-|j-.
shaking their wings
or taking theht to dizlod e

OCCasIoral]ly

them. Lne in a group of 13 spe-
cies of Dirde tometimes called
Drarwin's finches, this bird
cours throughout much of the
Hut anly an Woll
1sland nearby has
this extraordinary hbehavior been

archipeiago
and & small
ohserved, earning these hirds
the tanguine sohriquet of

“vampire finches.”



RICKSTER: The sharp
beaked ground finch

(below left) adds o n booby's
woes on Wolf Island by stealing
its eggs. The moment the booby
leaves 1ts nest unattended, the
finch moves in. Too weak to
crack the shell, the bird uses ils
beak as a lever to brace its body
so 1t can deliver & powerful kick
to knock the egg into a rock.
Repeated attempts open the
prize (below)

Another enterprising bird
commaon on several islands, &
woodpecker finch (lefi), maneu-
viers & twig o pry & grub or
ineect out of tts hole in & limb
These tool-users talents are
impresgive, but only about one
ot of five wo observied seemed
to have masterad the knack

WIOOPCCHER YIRCH Al P Pl DO VRO O W

Those that do also use cactus
spines and can modify the
device or find a substitute until
it gets the job done. A bird may
keep a particularly good tool
and carry it from tree to tree

Aspart of a ritual to maintain
the bond with its mate, a waved
albatross sky-points over Its egg
(right). Virtually the entire
world population of this species,
some 12,000 pairs, nest here on
a from April throug
Diecember

lspafin
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motion . . . two hundred leaps

CaMe as one They passed

Tust u‘FE:'.-_h'f, still I'.;'.;rlrrr'nl-q shy-
ward,

heick 11-.'r.'1 cracks u'i'-:u.'

rifle shots.”

'i. TLLEAM F'I=| ;
1921 Caaldpeagos expedition

ONDERFUL THINGS can

‘LLL,||;I1:r'. in the pristine
waters of the Apagos, The sen
can be 50 utterly calm that a
bottlenose dolphin, seemingly
trogen in flight, actunlly pre-
sETHEE A transparent portrail just
heneath the surface (left)

When s2a lions mate, we wer
told, males normally take the
initiative. Yet there was nothing
shy about this female that
mounied a male (helow left).
behavior that we also witnessed
hetween three other palTs. Uin
E=zpanola we recorded an
extraordinary event—the first
known birth of twins (far left)
among Lalipaeos sen llons

To protect this wealth of sea
itfe against abuses by man, the
(:alapagos Marine Resources
Reserve, with waters totaling
(0,000 sguare Kilomelers
127,000 sqgunre miles), was
signed into law by President
Leon Febres Cordero in the
spring of 1986, Now we hiope
that the total environment ol
this remarkable an hipelago can
oe spleguarded for what it is—
the pride of Eruador and an
international treasure

L & -

Craldpagoys Wildlife Under Pressure




Managing Another
alapagos Species —Man
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In a eenle conjronialion, sed ions dand Visiiors (€a 0y d Heensed

guide inspect one another on Santa Fe Island. Tourism and immigration

are increasing, pressuring planners to control human impact




546 A.M. In the distance
g child's ¢cries give way Lo
rnythmic salsa music puls-
g from a tape player

Llutsige the window, roosters

greet the day ".".'i!i.ir_ 3 F i il

dogs wrestles on the dusty road

Lrroups of finches chatller awan

Incessantly

An hour passes. People begin
caving for work. With much
commation a hus rattles by just
asthe milk truck arrives from
the michlands

For another important
Laalapagos species—man
n typleal day has begun

Puerto .'III.:II ra, & town of som

4,000 people, is the economis

=
- W
= L3
=3
I
- -
L]

center of the islands. That i
exigts at all comes as a Lrprise
to visitors armed with voltumi
nous information about gant
[ortoises, manne iguanas, and
flightless cormorants

Hefore my wifi _:||-.~."|:|||' Lhl
[ arrived in 1985, I tried to find
a picture or background infor-
mation on Foerto Ayora. |
had no success. Dunng the yvear
we spént there, | gave lectures
on Foerto Avora and othes
aspects of the islands to mare
than 10,000 tourists. Not a day
went by without someone
exclmming 10 wonder after
* bowns e Lh

L
-

QIsCover

| ;.I._-:Il_'.|_'l._

Like all visitors T was excited

nt the chince to explore what

ol BTESRA S ITVE THILESLE . RIEE i_1 BrEis
[ | i ] I |

[abilod wildlife. Yet as a geoera-
nher | became more and maore
preoccupied with human-
related ||'.|i'_-'-‘:lu_!|--

v hatl about the KL "i-'l" W
Ve around this renowned
reuadorian national park?® I dis-

overed remenious pressures

Lo increfs: tourism and develop
support services, as well as fo
midable management challenpes
tacing scientists at the Charles
Diarwin Research Station. the
Graliipagos National Park Ser-
wvice, and ather rovernment

LT I
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The islands' landmass j= 8,000
suare kilometers (3,000 square
miles), consisting mostly of 19
iglands straddling the Equator.
Ninety-seven percent of the area
constitutes the Galdpagos
National Park. The remaining 3
percent is goned for urban, agri-
cultural, military, and other
umses: (One entire island, Baltra,
is-a military base.) Within that 3
percent are eight towns on four
islands with a popalation of
some 10,000 inhabitants. About
half the size of the Hawnaiinn
Islands, the Galipagos support
a population less than one per-
cent of Hawai's.

Since the first unscheduled
visit by n drifting Spanish cara
vel in 1535, the history of
humans and the islands has
been well documented. Pirates,
whalers, and fur seal hunlers
mtermittently crulsed the
islands, taking on fresh water,
when possible, and loading
more than 150,000 giant tor-
toises into the hulls of their

MULTIPLE-USE BONES goveri Sunta Cruz,
where Puerto Ayora {above right], its drt'u:f
rown, serves as-the Galipagos' economic hub.
Its population of abott 4,000 e nearly holf ths
archipelage's total. Agriculture's impact has
virtually eliminated one vepetation zone, the
maconio, i8 former limits shmom belmw.

g

SANTA CRUZ

shiips for use as fresh meat

Permanent settlement by
Ecundor began in the early 19th
century with the establishment
of a penal colony on the island
of Floreana. By the time of
Charles Darwin's armval in
R3S, some 250 '|'!ll:"l.I[I|.I:'. Wers
seratching out a living on the
igtand, He described thelr way
of life

“The inhabitants, although
comploining of poverty, obtain,
without much trouble, the
means of subsistence. In the
woods there are many wild pigs
and goats: but the staple article
af animal food is supplied by the
tortofzes. Their numbers have
of course been greatly redoced
in this island, but the people
vet count on two days' hunting
giving them food for the rest ol
the week. ™

Darwin learned that the Lor-
toises differed from sland to
island. And, much iater, that
the species of Galapagos
finches—now called Darwin's
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finches—were similar but pos-
sessed varied bill shapes and
feeding habits, suggesting
adaptation to different environ-
mental niches, These and other
clues helped lend him, after
vears of rumination, to the revo-
lutionury On the Origin of Spe-
ciey, published in 1859,

Hy the 1930s the human
population of the Galapagos
exceeded 800, More important,
an estimated 3,000 horses:
15,000 cattle, 16,000 pigs,
19,000 buiros, 21,000 goats,
and an untold number of dogs,
cats, rats, and mice roamed over
at least four islands. All these
tnlroduced animals form a
domestic and feral army that to
this day kills and competes with
native or endemic plants and
anamanls.

In 195% most of the islands
were declared a national park
The work of the Galdpugos

MNational Park Service and the
new Charles Darwin Research
Station, #n international orga-
niization, got under wayv in

the 10609

Although oceasional visitors
and scientific expeditions had
passed through the islands for
Vears, organized tourism began
In ¢arnest in 1970 with a cruise
ship and its 60 passengers. That
vear 4,500 tourists came, By
1986, 150 years after Darwin's
visit, 26,000 tourists enjoyved the
islinds annually

GDAY o strall through
downtown Puerto Avors
af the peak of the tourist
seison s unforgettable, Coveys
of tourists frequent gift shops,
stop for drinks, wark thetr
way towarnd the public dock
for & ride by panga, or dinghy,
back to their tour boat,
Matorcycles, bicyveles, and

CGaldpagos—Managing the Human Species

patchwork cars kick up dust

an the main road as the ever
present blue-footed boabies dive
{rom incredhble heights into
Academy Hay. By midafternoon
buses urrive Trom the Balira
Airport with more, somewhat
bewildered toarists. Hotels, res-
taurants, anid houses are under
construction everywhere. It
soon becomes apparent that big
chanpes are pfoot in this
frontier-like town

Nature photographers IMETER
and MARY PLAGE have described
wildlife in 5l Lanka and Java
In the GEOGRAPHIC and are well
known for their film photogra-
phy. Geographer and writer
JErRRY EMORY worked at the
Charles Darwin Research Sta-
ton in 1985-86 under contract
with the Nature Conservancy
International. He now lives in
Chakland, California,
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Miguel Cifuentes, superimten-
dent of the Galipagos National
Park from 19706 until late 1986,
reflected on recent chANEEs 1N
the islands,

“Less than ten years ago peo-
ple could walk down to the
shoreline at low tide and pick up
lobsters without even getting
wet,” be remembers. “When-
ever | went to the continent,

I never thought of locking my

house. That has all changed.™
Cifuentes arrived in 1973
as a scholarship student at the
research station. He knows thiil
pxpanding tourism is only part
of the problem. “Mainland
Ecuadorians are comingt into
Puerto Ayvora on a daily basis,
without jobs, without family,
anid without resources,”
“T think we have already
resched our population limit in

ne savs.

A SINISTERALIEN, the black rat, was feared to have imvaded
Pinte feland from this fapanese wreck. Its haul of sharks,

dumped to aid refloating efforts, [in

g the shore. NO rats were

found, relieving officials who by 1985 had exterminated some
30,000 goats here, Other tslands are plagu ed not ondy by goatls
and rats but also by cats, dogs, pigs, and burros brought by
settlers and seamen. Feral animals rob native specias of food,
destroy nests; and devour eggs, young, and adults,

L3l

this town, and still we have no
immigration palicy.”

No official is ready yet to con-
front the political powder keg of
setting an immigration quota lor
mainlanders wishing to settle in
the Galdpagos. And they do, by
the hundreds each year, many
fleeing poverty from the port of
Guavaguil. While I was there on
a visit, 8 cab drver asked where
I had come from. “Galipagns!™
he repeated, eyes shining, &s it
were El Dorado

Thus obsessed, zome main-
landers sell all their worldly pos-
sessions for a $30 tcket to the
islands. They dream of instant
riches from the tourist trade,
when in fact most revenue goes
to off-leland travel agencies. Ur
they dream of a good job on one
of the small cattle ranches per-
mitted in the agricultural zones
located on several 1slands. What
if anything
ual labor, meager pay

Although Cifuentes lzments
such changes, his outlook
remains positive. As former
park superintendent, he esti.
mates that the slands could sup-
port g4 many as 45,000 tourists a
vear. However, he is guick to
point oul that such numbers
could be handied onlv by
increased park facilities and
a doubling of the park guards

15 ffial]

they find

MANAGEMENT SYSTLEM &S
unigue as the fauna
has also evolved in the

Galapagos. The key is the link
between scientists and adminis-
trators. Prebably no other pars
has such a strong relationship as
that between the Galipagos
Wational Park Service and iLs
neighbor on Santa Cruz's Acad-
emy Bay, the Charles Darwin
Research Station

Although the park serviceis
in charge of day-to-day manage-
ment, the two msti utions work
together on crucial projects such
as environmental education,




maintenance of captive
breeding fncilities, and eradica-
tion or control of introduced
plants and animals

T he research station coordi-
nates all scientific work in the
islnnds. Thata from the station
Are I."Il"fll'|:'l:l|".l'|=."|::| IR0 Mianage-
ment programs run by the park
SETVICe

Perhaps their proudest
achwevement has been the guide
system. Tournsts cannot go
legally anywhere in the national
park without a hicensed guide
There are now abvwout 70 of
theze, most speaking a second or
third language. All have com-
pleted a one-month training
course. Cruides restrict their
charges to marked trails, and no
physical contact with wildlife is
allowed. Visits by private vachts
are trhtly rerulnted

At breeding facilities, joint
park service and research sta-
Hon efforts have ratsed 320 land
iruanas from three threatened
populations. Maore than 1,200
glant tortoises have been
hatched from eight different
populations, and 900 have been
repatriated to their home
islands

Toint efforts have alzea
achiever hmited success in g
maoOTe l'Ii.".'II]'I'l]I':E COA
eradication of introduced

lenge—the

animals, Consider the large
unpopulated zland of Santiago,
Before the 1082-83 El Nifio cli-
matie phenomenan” the island's
native flora and fauna were rav-
aged by an estimated 109,000
goate and 10,000 mes, T hose
popuiations were weakened by
the protracted drought that fol
owed, and park htinters tnok
advantage with a campaign that
reduced the goats to about
R0, 000 and the pies 1o 5,000

The invaders still poze a
threat, Thousands of these

“See VElI Nino's TH Wind,™ by

Thomus Y. Canbw, NATIONAL
GEGEAFHIC, February 1984

SEVERE NATLRAL STRESS struck dur g i 980-84'% El Niap
glodal climatic dislpoation, which raoised sea tEmperatires
as much as 10°C {18°F) above normal in the Galdpagos.
Fish vanished, a disaster for fur seals, sen lions, penguins,
cormorants, and seabirds such as waved albatrosses,
whose eggs were algo drowned by torrential roins (hottom).
The explosion of vegetation was a boon to land {guanas that
survived the deluge. But when a drought followed, the
lizards could only search desperately for a mouthful of
desiccated cactus (below). Afrer conditions stabilized.
miost wildlife seemed to rebound, and some showed
increased fertility to regoin lost ground




feral animals roam the islands.
Bul suceess is possible, Goals
have been eliminated from five
of the smaller islands. And with
mate than 200 known intro-
duced plant species, joint efforts
have also concentrated on elimi-
nating exceptionally aggressive
varieties such as guava and
cinchona, both tree invaders,
But these two watchdogs, the
park service and the research
stution, must now join forces
with local government and tour-
ist interests to control this
other invader, well meaning
though he may be—the visitor.
His proliferation has begun to
overrun the fragile svstem's
capacity,

LANNERS have long geared

their strategy toward Keep-

ing the annual visitor total
below 25,000, In 1986, for the
first time, that ceiling was
breached when 26,023 arrived,

Galdpagos visitors seem only
a trickle when compared to the
200,000 tourists who anmually
flood the Atlantic resort of Ber-
muda. That island, however,
has countless hotels, restau-
riants, and an established infra-
structure. The Galipagos are
comparatively undeveloped—
theirs 1= a ladssez-faire, Wild
West environment. More impor-
tant, these are islands where the
imprint of human activity stays
visible for a long time. Being
relatively pristine, there i=
more to be lost through unreg-
ulated use.

The islands’ lack of communi-
cation, hoth amonyg themselves
and with the mainland, can be n
major snag for visttors, Ninelty
percent of them arrive by air
and spend their stay aboard one
of two 90-passenger interisland

crutse ships or smaller boats
But telephones do not exist in
the Galdpagos, and although
one of the two radio svstems can
be patched through to the mam-
land, isolation is near total. De-
lnys plague the two airlines, and
travelers can be stranded for
days. Those who fly from the
mainland into ane of the two
(Galdpagos airports may find
that their cruise ship’s imetahle
has changed or, worse, that it
has broken down. Advance
warning is almost impaossible,

Jorge Garcia, provincial dele-
gate for DiTURIS, Ecundor’s
national tourism agency,
acknowledges the system's
shortcomings. “However, once
people have reservations and a
boat, they are guided properly,”
he points out.

Grarcia will never forget the
nightmare invasion of August
| GR6H—3 838 visitors, two and
i half times the norm for that
month, *Since tourism started in
B9, every person leaving the
Galdpagos became a goodwitl
ambassador for the islands.
August changed this, There
were people without boats,
people sleeping on the floors
of private houses, even in the
municipal park!” Every
Galdpaguefio now realizes that
that wild month may bave sig-
naled things to come.

The confusion and lack of
conrdination stem in part from
the fact that although the hub of
the Galapagos is Puerto Ayora
on Santa Cruz, the political cap-
ital is the sleepy fishing commu-
nity of Puerto Baquerizo
Moreno on the island of San
Cristobal. In early 1986, after
completion of an airport and the
arrival of regular flights from
the Ecuadorian mainland,

Puerto Baquenzo Moreno
awoke with a bang.

[ vistted the town in October
1985 . 1t seemed quaint, tdy,
expectant, walting hungrily for
the arrival of tourists. In Sep-
tember 1986 it stirred contro-
versy in Puerto Avora.

Dr. Giinther Reck, direcior
of the Charles Darwin Research
Station, complained: “Last week
while I was guiding the vice
president of Ecuador on Santa
Fe Island, a tourist boat arrived
from San Cristdhal, It was
overlpaded. It had no guide.
The people had no concept
of the regulations. This can’t
continue!”

The incident was a classic
example of too little planning,
exacerbated by the fact that the
research station and the park
service operale on shoestring
budgets. The park service plans
to place a high-level emplovee
on San Cristdbal and to develop
an education program with the
research station for the local
population

The recent tourist influx has
also caused crowding at certain
visitor sites, reports of Hlegal
garbage dumping from boats,
and n general degradation of the
environment around the towns.

Noise, dust, pollution: These
are the prices you pay when
developing. And they are by-
products that Galdpaguefios are
willing to tolerate in order 1o
enjov such hasic amenities as
roads, potable drinking water,
and other services provided by
INGALA, the government devel-
opment Agency.

‘et officials and townspeople
alike are refreshingly optimistic
and are rallving together to
address their probleme.

“We don't need five-star

THUNDER OF AN ISLANTVS GROWING PAINS greeted naturalist guide Dawvid Day, who had
camped near the rim of Fernandina’s Voledn La Cumbre on April 12, 1984. The blast, though
spectaoular, fortunately was minor. More than 50 eruptions have been recorded from seven
volcaroes in the Galdpagos, one of earth's most volcanically active island groups.,
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DRAGONS COME TO LIFE, marine iguanas fescinate a lad and his grandfuther, Blasco Peficherrera Padilla,
Ecuador's vice president and chairman of the National Development Council Plans made by that power-
ful body will affect the islands’ fate. He expressed deep feelings for the Galdpagoes on this, his first visit—

an imealuable education for voung and old altke

hotels with 20 floors. All we
need are comfortable, well
maintaingd accommodations,”
said DITURIS's Jorge Laarcia.
After his experience last

Aupust. Garcia tssued & series of

toughened regulations that all
tourist agencies operating in the
isiands must follow, And
encouragingly, 15 people from
San Cristdbal recently com-
pleted guide traming on Santa
Cruz and have begun work as
licensed guides based on their
home island. In addition, the
waters surrounding the islands
have been declared o marine
FESOUTCES FESETVE

W A CLEAR DAY I hiked

1o the top of Santa Cruz

Island. Southeast there
i5 & frigatebird -eve view of the

small town of Bellavista and,
just beyvond, of Puerto Ayora an
the shoreline. The vista under.
seores an important element of
the Galapagos—their human
respurces, Fishormen and lob
stermen ply the interisland
waters. Merchants, artists,
and people involved in tourism
ahound in the urban arens
Bevond, cattle dot rolling
ranches. a reminder that the
Cralapagns are a net exporter
of heetf.

Looming beyvond the coast,
the islands of Floreana and San-
ta Fe pierce the blue Pacific. It
is an enchanting scene and helps
put matters into perspective

The vast majority of Galdpa-
gos conflicts take place within
that 3 percent of the islangls
where people live, A visit to nny

part of the national park still
Wiers the same unsullied natural
adventure that old-timers
remember from the past. Such

a vizit will reaffirm the spint

of these slands and make

clear why their people are so
dedirated to their protection
There is nothing else like them
in the world.

Walking down from the sum-
mit of Santn Cruz, | passed
through the agricultural zane
and found mvself engulfed by
avocado and orange trees, fields
of corn, and livestock, all intro-
duced. The scene. which so
shocked me upon my arrival,
appeared very natural, I had
leartied that the people and
wildhfe of the Gralipagos were
not alwave at odds, and that the
odds for the future are good.  []
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“Accords have traditionally been
some of the nicest cars to sit 1n.
They are also satistying on the
move. The engine seems to hum
sweetly. Cnnsmgmhust.Thf:
smng,dclmnuslyamumm




Sounding analarm
for geography education

HI= I8SUE lonks hack to s

timo when geography was

in every school, explorers
WEere eroes., jl:l-ll H]i.l:_l"- hl:fi.a: £1[E
every clrssroom wall, No fewer
than sight geographers were
among the sociely's 33 founders
il |'r.'n1|1r_'. e I}

At the end of Cctober, as |
Was reading aboul the events of
|RRE, an event oocuried that
promises to help geography
make a comeback o our class-
rooms and Iiving rooms. The

=enate Subcommittee on Educa-

tion, Arts, and Humianities
came Wy Socicty headquarters
fora hearing on the stautus of se-
pEraphy education in the U, S
Witnesses included former Chisf
Justice Warren E. Burger, re-
tired Adm. Bobby Ray Inman,
Senator Bill Bradley of New
Jorsey, and Secretary of Educa-
tion William ]. Bennett (above,
holding sn inflatnble globe)

_hE . kil L AR E ik T i

The hearing, conducted by
senators Robert T Stafford of
Vermont and Cluborne Pell of
Rhode Island (top, at right) also
included representatives of eduo-

cation and business (top, lett
geographer B, L. Turner I1,
communications exedutve
Mylle H. Bell, publisher An-
drew MoNallv 111, and mveelf]
as well as the program director
tor geography and regtonal sci-

ence of the Nationdl Science

Foundation, Dir. Ronald Abler
All streseee
United States cannol successiul
v compete in world morkets or
conduct enlightened foreign pol
Icy 1L 11s people are ipnorant of

peography and its inseparnble
ally, history: And the sad fact is
that most students today are ig-
narant of both, The senators
heard this directly from sixth
grace pupil Jeremy Gruenwald
ol Turnersville, New Jersey

afie centrd fact: The

AET e E, ST mBEals TG REEsE el BAILE™

icenteri, high-school student
¥apda Marshall of Edina, Min-
nesota, and peography teacher
Steve Herman of Oroville,
Californin

The hearing, as did Geogra-
phiv Awareness Week 1t mad-
wovember, proclaimed by
Longress, helped sound an
alarm at this state of affairs. On
January 13, as a part of the cele-
bration of our centennial vear
Lhe Greogriphic will announce o
MEJOr commiment D ge0gra-
phv education in the United
states. Also in January; 22 sei-
eitists and humaniste from
nround the world will gather
here for o symposium, “Earth
88: Changing Geographic Per-
spcctives,” which promises to be
one of the most important ever
held under our auspices,

LThis vear, 1988, promises to
b one filled with remembrance
and anticipation, an end and &
new beminnineg—=or us, for our
members, for our teachers and
stucdents. § am delighted we will
all share 1t

LT AL e
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Iroquaois

I knew of the Iroquois’ warnior reputation and
their league from the history books, but I often
wondered what happened to them after the
Revolutionary War. Harvey Arden’s article
(September 1987) answered those questions. The
wisdom, pattence, commaon sense, and sense of
humaor of the sachems made the article stand out.
Too had none of them are willing to run for office.

DantEL W, PEAKE

Alpmeda, Califormia

It is refreshing to see Indian people portrayed as
human beings living in the 19805 and to see our
Longhouse religion and traditional government
described with respect and admiration. The pho-
tograph of Oren Lyons with his Haudenosaunee
passport will shock a lot of people. But it makes
the point crvstal clear. We are a sovereign nation,
centuries old, that happens to be located within
the present boundaries of the U. 5. and Canada.
Lisa MiTTEN, MoHAWK
Piitsburgh, Pennyylvania

Your article disturbed me very much, The
author is advecating that the Iroquols are & sepis-
rate nation. While they are free to have local laws
and customs, as all Amenicans are, they are not
an independent nation. They are citizens of New
York and the United States of America. The fact
that they allowed Dennis Banks. AIM leader, to
hide there, and federal authorities did nothing, is
gutrageous. It is also a slap in the face that our
so-called friends in South and Central America
recognized their illegal passports,

TaoMas C. DUss

North Haven, Conneclicul

Members of tribes, and the tribes themseives,
hate inherent rvights that predate the CUnited
States and ave independent of 18, The legality of
Froguois passports remains wmsebtled.

The Indians have again unmasked themse|ves.
Their spiritual fire keeper said, "you white guys
... . can'tgo on potsoning and destroying every-
thing." Yet 15 out of 25 pictures depict their
dependence on photosngraving, TV, stesl, svn-
thetic clothing. airplanes, etc.

ALLEN F. LAREAU

San Lut: Obiipe, California

Wake up, 1Z-vear-olds, and inquire about your
heritage! After 63 vears [ know so little of mine.

Being Oneida, the article was very welcome. My
parents died when my sister and 1 were quite
small. Thave looked in bookstores here for stories
an the lroguois nation, but most are on western
Indinns. Myonly regret is that | was never taught
the Oneida language.

BEATRICE SCHRAA

Tucson, Arizona

Your author presents the early Iroquois as a very
amiable people, anxious enly to extend the bless-
ing of their Great Peace to other tribes, In fact,
they were aggressive empire builders, dreaded
throughout northeastern America for their feroe-
ity and their skill at both battle and torture.
Joux R E1TING
Cormvall-on-Hudson, New York

James Madison

Thanks for Alice Hall's excellent piece on James
Madizon (September 1587). With attacks on reli-
gious liberty increasing in intensity, more Amert-
cans need to relearn why Madizon and Jefferson
Jedd the nation to adopt the constitutional princi-
ple of zeparation of church and state.

Evp DOERR

Americans for Religtous Liberty

Washingion, . C.

Aninteresting fillip for me was reading the name
Kitty Flovd. T did alittle investigating and found
she was the daughter of Gen. William Floyd, a
signer of the Declaration of Independence and a
distant relative. So one of my ancestors actually
jilted a president! A somewhat dubious claim to
fame, perhaps, but an interesting tidbit to round
out a most fascinating article.

FraxcEs M. VROoOM

Asbury, New Jersey
Madison, though be lived most of his life in
Orange County, Virginia, was born at his moth-
er's paternal home, Belle Grove, at Port Conway
on the Rappahannock River in present King
George County on Virginin's Northern Neck.

RussELt G, BROWN

Warsaw, Virginia
I must point out the fundamental fallacy in Alice
Hall's assertion that the U, 5. Constitution is the
“oldest blueprint for government in the world
today.” The home of modern constitutionoal
democracy is Great Britain, not the U. 8. Over
centuries of sometimes slow, painful evolution,
the British worked out their parliamentary mod-
el of government, which today is the system used
by many democracies, including those of Cana-
da, Australia, New Zealand, and India.

VIvEx H. DEsHE]j1A

Chttawa, COntarno

True, but Britain's system—subject to change by
the legizlabure—is not summed up in a written
comstitution that is consideved fundamental low.

National Geographic, January |98




Hed Panda Genus: Ailuras
i Adulr welght: 3 tkg

H1-bbem: tall 28-51em

Photographed by Kajesh Beodi

Cne of the greatest roles of ;r':n hlI.T-".’l|'||‘|'_-.' 15 L0
record and preserve images of the world around
us worthy to be handed down as a hentage for all
generations. A photograph of red pandas captures
he fiery color as well as the quiet and gentle
nature of this species nabive to high snow moun
tains stretching from Nepal to China,

Also known as the bear cat and fire fox, the noc
turnal rec panda 15 an excellent chimber, spending
most of its ife in trees. Like the mant panda, it
unanly on bamboo, and s particularly vul-
nerable to ecologcal disturbances that may reduce
its food supply. Though its habitat covers a wide

PEEOS Pr

EDS B20-650

The new autofocus SLR camerac
More than autofocus
More than ever

Species: fulgens Adult size: Langth of head and body
Habitat: Mountain forests from Nepal 1o
northiern Burma and Into central China  Surviving number: Unknown

i

7] ,
T. s e W

ERLIPLRAS, |

Wildlife as Canon sees it

range, the future of the red panda 15 threatened
by extensive deforestation. Like all endangered
species, its survival will depend on mankind’s
ability to hive in harmony with the natural world

An invaluable research tool assisting scientists
n their efforts to learmn more about the reclusive
red pandan the wild, photography can contribute
o a greater understanding and awareness of this
delightful ammal and how it lives within its moun
tdin foresl eCNsvysIeEm.

And understanding 15 perhaps the single most
important factor in saving the red panda and all
of wildhife.




ou neglect to relate how Madison's popularity
was injured by the three American mvasions of
Canada during the War of 1817. Not only did
Canadians defend their country, they also cap-
tured three U. 5. forts, including Detroit. Cana-
dians are as proud nf these victornes ngainst a
much larger army as Americans are of their naval

victories,
Jay ADAMSSON

L'Ardoise, Nova Scotia

Midizon and other founding fathers fought for
our right to participate in our government, Yetas
citizens many of us are abrogating that right
by not being involved in the politcal process. As
the 1988 presidential campaign begins, and as
a token of gratitude for what the framers of our
Constitution have given us, we all need to get
involved. What greater way to honor them.
Thank vou James Madison, Thomas Jefferson,
George Washington. Benjamin  Frankhin,
George Mason. . . .

HeELEs B NELSON

Bellevie, Washington

Jade

Fred Ward's “Jade—Stone of Heaven" is the first
study in 20 vears to embrace the whole field (Sep-
tember 1987). The photography was superb. It
had that reach-out-and-touch quality that re-
quires expertise in lighting difficult surfnces:
RoBERT FREY
Waliamgton, Swrrey

Mr. Ward failed to mentuon & distinguishing
characteristic of jade known to collectors, the
cool feel of the stone on the cheek, My geology
professor, the lnte Paul H. Keating at the Colora-
do School of Mines, used to say that the last Em-
press of China could distinguish 200 vaneties of
jade by their fingertap feel underwaler.

Harpox J. SMITH

Socorre, New Mexico

You slight the nephrite jade from Wyoming; it
has been imported by China for the last 20 years.
All shades of green, including the very dark, or
black, and most other colors from white through
pink and purple are found in Wyoming.

Jack M. DeLoNgG

Lakewood, Colorado

El Mirador
When your fascinating account of the Maya ¢ty
El Mirndor-arrived (September 1987), 1 was re-
reading Ineidents of Traovel tn Yucatan by John
L. Stephens( 1543}, one of two books by which he
introduced the Mava civilization to the Ameri-
can public. Many extensive ruins mentioned
seem never referred o today, The surprising
finds at El Mirador make me wonder if other
important centers are being overiooked.
ROBERT KEITH SHARP
Kennewick, Washington

In May 1984 I hiked three days through thick
jungle from Carmelita to visit the ruins. The
LGrustemalan government has done a magnificent
jobin protecting the site. Hats off to them for not
allowing El Mirador to succumb to jooters,
Mank H. MiLsTEIN
Otisville, New York

I am puzzied as to the Geographic's position on
the environment. In March 1987 vou decry the
destruction of the rain forest in Brazil, vetin the
current issue vou tell about the felling of “mare
than 7,000 trees” in Guatemala to bring an air-
strip to the site and save a three-day journey by
mule train. Either you are for saving rain forest
or destroying it if such suits your purposes.

RoBERT J. BUCHANAN

Dedlam, Mazsachusetis

Trade-offs abound in this life. We feelthe lossofa
few acres of forest for the ability to study a major
Mavya cily 15 nol comparable to the extimated 23
to 50 acves lost per minute worldwide.

Cameroon’s Killer Lakes

Your description of the cause of the disasier in
Cameroon is open to guestion. 1 have operated
plants for removing carbon dioxide from natural
gas, and there was generally hvdrogen sulfide
present, which can be extremely hazardous: I
has the smell of rotten eggs for three seconds.

Josera G. WiLsoN

Riverside, Connecticut

There was mp evidence of H.5 in the loke water
analysis. Pathologisis report that the smell of rot-
ter eggs 5 0 perceplion commont among people
o work with carbon dioxide.

With a personal computer; a team of Save the
Children workers blanketed the areas and regis-
tered 2,000 children not with their parents to cre-
ate a data bank to assist family reunification, It
has proved harder to develop long-term strate-
gies for the survivors, Thousandswho fled are in
limbo and agencies like ours in a quandary. Do
we help them return to their original homes or
help them resettle new areas” We encourage oth-
er relief agencies, the scientific commumity, and
government officialsto join in resolving the ques-
tions and bring thousands of families and chil-
dren, literally, in from the cold

WILLET WEEKS

Save the Childven

We ﬂp:i-rt Connecticut

Letters sﬁm:ﬂd i'J-f ::dd'rrnfﬂ' .I'uﬂ' i'l-ﬁ-'mbﬂl'l Furumf
National Ceogrophic Maogazing, Box 37448,

Washimgton, D. C. 20013, and should include
vencder’s addvess and telephone number. Not all
letters cam be wsed. Those that are will often be
sidited and excerpled

National Geographic, January 1988




[llegal Merchandise

Every day scores of o1 L....'.ﬂ},l:.]'l.l_ I"I.'I'ILI].’:T'L "r i dpuve ‘IL:.|T|-I'1]|'|L-. e
credtures are bought and sold on returned to the wild in Back to the Seq
the black market for Lirge profits. Tune January 24 — Antmal Smiugglers, Part [
in January 10 to Andimal Smicgpiors, he capture of live cobras for exporl

I sefics that takes an inside 00K 3t the from Thailand

fvie-hillion-dollar industry of illegal January 31 — Animal Smmgglers, Part 1T
wildlife trade. First fn a three-pari The world's fashion conters create a
SEFTES, demand for the skins of rare animals
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CITICORP

BECAUSE AMERICANS

WANT TO SUCCEED, NOT
JUST SURVIVE.

The drive to succeed is deeply
ingrained in the Amencan character.

It means more than just wanting to
get by, It means wanting to get ahead.

As Citicorp and Citibank. we under-
stand this determination to succeed.
For over 175 years we've helped
people across the LS. and around the
world see their ideas of success
become realiy.

Today, we are already helping one
in every five Amencan families o buiid
a better Iife. We make more home-
martgage loans and miore student
loans, and provide more MasterCard
and Visa cards than any other com-
pany. Facts that have made us Amernca’s
largest financial senvices corporation,

We also do business with more
businesses than any other financkal ser-
vices company. (At home and In over
90 countnes around the world. )

Our corporate, government and
financial instriubon custormers constant
lv need to move information and money
between countnes and TIme ZonNes
50 'we created the most advanced worikd-
widle financial telecommunications
network to help them do £ quickly,
efficiently

That's typical of the innovation
we consistenthy try to bring t© our
CUSTOMEers.

Next time you or your company have
a financial need —any size, any place,
arny time—et us put our energy.
our resources, and above all our people
to work on it

We'd like you to get to know us better

CITICORP®

Ceenright Cibicorp 1988
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Give the magazine
of adventure & discovery...
a tradition since 1830.

rich in long-lasting pleasure, vet so
mexpensive! Order vour memberships
tockay with the attached vellow torm

Enlarge the world of someone you know
with a eift membership in the National
Geographic Society.

A tull vear of dazzling photography,
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AS IT MOVES THROUGH THE AIR
[T CLINGS TO THE GROUND.

MERCURY COUGAR'S shape serves avery And the XR-7 accelerator connects you
useful purpose: It controls the air passing  directly to a powerful 5,(Hiter V-8, Yet thanks

over it to help keep the car pressed to the to Cougar’s shape, as its moving swiftly
road-giving you greater  The ShapeYouWantloBeln.  through the air, the wind
control. Cougar XR-7's inside is m helps it stay firmly on the
shaped to help you even more. ’-; ground. For more Cougar infor:
Controls are within your natural reach. mation, call toll-free 1 800 822-9292.
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On Assignment

HREE YEARS in the making,

an-article and movie about

the Galdpagos Islands
required patience and ingenuits
by IMETER and MARY PLAGE
With an underwaler camera
Diieter filmed the intriguing
behavior of flightless cormo-
rants (right). endemic 1o the
lsiands, For bird s-eve views of
the archipelagn, the nature pho-
tographers flew a 48-horsepower
witralight Hoatplane weighing
just 324 pounds, They earlier
had recorded wildlife in Asia
and Africa and are now flming
the natural history of the Colo
rado River.

IMMERSED IN AMERICANA,
Polish photographer ToMasz
ToMASFEWSKI (above) dressed
as Lincle Sam in New York
City, and in Jackson, Wyoming,
his wife, writer MALGORZATA
NIEZABITOWSKA, and daughter,
Maryna (right), portraved fron-
tier belles. Editor Wilbur Gar-
rett had given them free rein—
and three months—to explore
America for this issue. Sensitive
isteners, the couple elicited
frank opinions from a range of
citizens and created an extraor-
dinary people-portrait of the
nation. At home in Warsaw, the
family hopes to combine the best
of the two cultures

PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING
WILLIAM H, GOETEMANN (cen-
ter) had a different assignment:
Discover America In the 1880s,
when the Seciety was born, The
University of Texns profes=or
drew on his own reséarch in
books, diares, and newspapers
for telling anecdotes. He shared
his collection of explorer cards,
onetime gveawsays with ciga-
rettes, with artist FRED OTNES
(abovel, who created the accom-
PANYINE collages, (nes used ¢v-
ervthing from old photographs
to the cultural ephemern stashed
in drawers in his Connecticud
home. His work has appeared in
leading magazines for 20 years
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