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forgotten. Even for Paris in June it was

special. Nineteen magnificent balloonsin
their “coat of Jeseph” colors, piloted by the
best balloonists from nine countries, would
lift out of the Place de la Concorde in gaudy,
surrealist formation to race across Europe in
celebration of the first manned flights.

Not surprisingly, the first team off the
ground was Maxie Anderson's. But the
bright hope of another record or another win
by the famous U, S. balloonist wasnot to be.
Maxie and hic partner, Don Ida, died in a
landing accident in West Germany the next
afternoon.

It's superfluous to say the obvious, but 1
will: Maxie was a special man. When T first
met himin 1978, he had just become a world
relebrity, Heand partners Ben Abruzzo and
Larry Newman had landed outside Paris in
Double Eagle 1 after the first crossing of the
Atlantic in a balloon,

We wanted to bring vou their first-person
story. So did other publications that could
pav more money. Even as we bid for the
rights, Maxie, as a loval reader, had decided
their storv should appear in NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC, It was an earlier story we had
presented, Ed Yost's "The Longest Manned
Balloon Flight” in February 1977, that had
inspired him to attempt the crossing

Publication of the Double Eagle 1] storyin
December 1978 began a warm relationship,
The Society awarded the team the John Oli-
ver La Goree Medal for the exploit. Maxie
and Ben independently set other ballooning
records that we reported.,

As we worked with Maxie over the vears,
it was clear that this hard-driving industrial
engineer and adventurer radiated a special
energy. Those close enough to be in the fall-
put zone were infected by his optimism and
zest for living. He died at 48, but he lived a
hondred vears by normal standards,

Perhaps the only days of our lives that
matter in the long run are the ones that are
not forgotten, Maxie gave a lot of us many
to remember.

Onee, when questioned about the danger
of his exploits, he said, “When it comes my
tirmne to go, I'M be as nervous as anyone, but it
won't be because I haven't gotten my full
share of living.”
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Byzantine Empire 709

The glorious "Rome of the East” fell in 1453,
butmuch of its heritage can be traced in Western
culture, lows, and religuous concepts. Merle
Severy and James L. Stanfield document the
“Gifts of Golden Byzantium." A large double
map portrays modern and historical Europe.

Mount Athos 739

A community of 20 monasteries where plous
men work and pray separated from the world,
Greece's Mount Athos is a living reflection of
Byzantine cuiture.

Village From the Past ;68
Small iselated Olimbos on the Greek island
of Kdrpathos still celebrates Easter with many

Byzantine customs, reports returming native
Maria Nicolaidis-Karunilkolas.

A Wild. 1ll-fated Balloon Race 778

Balloonists from around the world gathered

in Paris last June to celebrate the 2
anniversary of the first manned balloon flights.
One of the participants, Cynthia Shieids, rells
af her harrowing flight amid stormy weather.
Trogically, the event claimed the lives of
Americans Maxie Anderson and Don [da.

Good Life in the Low Country 798

The gruce and traditions of the Old South
survive amid 20th-century development.
John Putman and Annie Griffiths explore
the island-fringed coast from Savannah
to Charieston.

Cock-of-the-Rock: Jungle Dandy 8§31
In the rain forest of Suriname; a little-known
bird plavs out an elaborate courtship rituad,
chronicled by ornithologist Pepper W, Trodl

COVER! Icon from a millennial outpouring of
sacred art, the Virgin and Child ot Yugoslavia’s
Skopje Art Gallery reflects lote Byzantine
style. Photograph by James L. Stanfield.
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THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Rome ofthe East

EASTERN STAROVER EUROPE’'S DARK AGES,
the Byzantine civilization, centered on Constantinople,
burned bright, preserving the heritage of Greece and
Rome and spreading Christiamty across a vast realm,
After 11 centuries, it finally splintered, and its manifold
accomplishments fell in the shadow of the Italian
Renaissance and latereras. But the 20th century has
taken a closer look at the Byzantine legacy. Now, as
author Merle Severy brilliantly details in his interpretive
essay, we see Bvzantium’s importance as a buffer
shielding medieval Europe from the empire-building
Persians, Arabs, and Turks: as a bridge between ancient
and modern times; as the creator and codifier of laws and
religious, political, and social practices vibrant to thisday.
Torchbearers of Christianity, withstanding the
barbarian turbulence that engulfed Rome in the fifth
century, the Bvzantines in their New Rome on the
Bosporus, nearly a thousand miles east of the old, lived with
the exuberance of a religion in its yvouth, seeking to bring
heaven toearth in their imperial order and its outpouring of
sacred art. Masters of mosaics, they enthroned Christ the
Pantocrator as Lord of the Universe in the domes of many
of their shrines—a powerful example ennobling the
Churchof the Virgin at Daphniin Greece (left).

By MERLE SEVERY

ARIL AR E KNI

Photographs by JAMES L. STANFIELD

AT AL CETEEATHIT FEEITTH RS

e



I | | . u T i 'I-. " i '- T | ' | I'I | | |
Haven from brigancs and the siren world, the

L 5= = .|-.-1. = ¥ 1 & . 3y = oS - 1I e “5q Fq A FE o 'I.II
MOonasteries o1 .1l|_rL'r_Ll!'1|'l._] In central Lrreece sStii



uphold the Orthodox tradition of monasticism,
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once the chaste soul of a gilded Byzantium.
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Magical view of old Constantinople

NEW ROME on the Bosporus—
one dedicated to the newly
triumphant Christion religion—
Constantinaple soon surpassed it
[talian sister (n size. In its glory from
the sixth to eleventh centurias, the

fortress city, crowded by half a million
people of diverse nationalities, 15 here

telescoped in time and space on a
canwas painted by the late Jean-Leon

Huens. Reguisites for soctal acceplance
were the Greek tongue and adherence to

Christianity, celebrated in a host of

state-supported churches. Progressive for

its timne, the city offered free medical services

and care for the destitute. A remarkable

system of agqueducts, cisterns, and

drains provided water and sanitation.
Entrepdt for world trade routes, the

prosperous city was the emvy of other

empires; which repeatedly tried to

breach its 13 miles of walls and the

great chain guarding the Golden Horn.

Before the Turkish conguest, only once

did attackers succeed. Ironically, they

were Christians of the Fourth Crusade.

Power and pageantry filled the
wailed perminsyla that harbored the
Great Palace of Byantine
amperors (1) Nagia Sophia. seat of
the patrierch (1), and the
Hippodraime, scene of races and
circwses |3), After royal forfunes
dwindied in the 13th century,
rulers redrded in the smalier Hady
Palace of Blachernae (4). Largest
of six commercial and social
centers, the Ferum of Convtantine
(5) was paved in marble and held
a column (8) commemarating the

The Bvzantine Empire

city 1 founder. A cenfer of
manuscripd preduction, the Church
of 5t John in Stoadion (1) was 2
Roman basilica, while the Church
of Saints Sergius and Bacchus te)
was an e2rfy ex
Byzantine style. Revered by
pilgrims were the Church of the
Apostles (9), burial place of
Constantine, and the Church of 5t.
Euphemia (10), nimed for 2
martyr, The Church of the Chora
() was lawish with mosaics and

frescoes, while Hagia Eirene (a)

TR §Y (TR Ok ETR, WOE DRl F iR T e

reflected the sighth-century
lconoclasts, who abjured figural arf.
The Manastery of Constantine
Lips () served in a major school
far city yauth. Agueducts {14}
provided the oty with waler,
stored in huge cisterns (15)

A century after ity founding, the
city expanded with & landward
wall built far beyond the original
remnants (18), One of 50

gates, the triumpiral Golden

Gate (17} was reserved for itafe
eccasions and coranations

fe of the domed

izl




The Gifts
of Goloen

Byzantium

Warrior and apostle, Constantine the
Crreat, here depicted on a Koman cotn,
chose a Christian emblem for his
banner and won an empire. He ¢elevated
the persecuted Chrstinn faith to the
favored religion of the temporarily
consolidated Roman state, which had
been divided between Eastern anad
Western co-emperors. [nA.D. 330 he
dedicated his new Eastern capital
Constaritinople, on the site of the
anctent {rreek port of Byzantium. With
passing centuries, Western vestiges of
the empire fell away to Groths, Vandals,
and others from the north, while these
Eastern Romans, speaking Greek,
shaped a culture distinctly thetr own

NTHE 29TH OF MAY in 1453—
fi,961 vears after the creation of
the world, by Byzantine reckon-
ing; 1,123 vears and 18 days after

Constantine the Great dedicated
his new Christian Rome on the Bosporus—
Constantinople fell to the Turks.

With it fell the heart of the Byzantine Em-
pire that once ruled from the Caucasus to the
Atlantic, from the Crimea to Sinai, from the
Danube tothe Sahara.

Yet 1453, a pivot on which ages turn, was
a beginning as well. Just as the double-
headed eagle, symbol of Byzantium and its
spiritual heir, imperial Russia, looks both
cast and west, forward and backward in
time, so0 Byvzantine ways of governmment,
law=, religious concepts, and ceremonial
splendor continue to move our lives today.

Much of our classical heritage was 1rians-
mitted by Byveantium. Its art affected medi-
eval snd modern art. Byzantines taught us
how to set a large dome over a quadrangular
space, gave us patterns of diplomacy and
ceremony—even introduced forks. (An
| 1th-century Bvzantine princess brousght
these in marriage to a doge of Venice, shock-
ing auests, just as her cousin, wed to a Ger-
man emperor, scandalized his court by
taking baths and weanng silk. )

“City of the world's desire,” hub of the
medieval universe, Constantinople be-
strode a superbly defensible peninsula and
sheltered harbor, the Golden Horn, at the
crossroads of Europe and Asia: Here, in
the legendary past, Greek settlers named the
place after their leader, Byzas, And Bvzan-
tium it also continued to be called, as well as
the Eastern Roman Empire it ruled, until
the Turks captured it in that fateful vear,
1453, and later renamed it Istanbul

To this dav the city retains its fascination:
The kaleidoscope of craft like water bugs on
the Golden Horn, the cries of vendors in the
labyrinthine covered bazaar, porters jack-
knifed under loads threading teeming al-
levs—the unpredictability of its life. Forget
logic if vou search a street address. Sit to sip
tea by the seawall near Justinian's palace,
wnd don't be surprised if a brown bear shags
by with a gaggle of Gypsies,

Threading crowds of fervent Muslims
boarding buses for the pilgrimage to Mecca,
I entered Hagia Sophia, once the Church of

Narional fr-.ﬁ rerapige, December (Y87



the Holy Wisdom, Christendom’s crowning
glory. Fragmentary mosaics hint at the gold-
en sheen that illumined the shrine. Light
shafting through a corona of windows seems
to levitate the giant ribbed dome. Let imagi-
nation fill the vast nave with worshipers,
chanting clergy robed in brocade, incense
swirling through a constellation of o1l lamps
toward that gilded dome suspended as il
from heaven, and vou will share Justinian’s
exultation. In 537 he beheld his masterwork
complete: “Solomon, 1 have outdone thee!”

ONSTANTINE and Justinian—
these two emperors, hoth born in

Serbia, set Byzantium on the path

to greatness. Constantine’s Chris-
tianization of the Roman Empire in the
fourth century is one of history's mightiest
revolutions. He chase a persecuted minority
sect—an illegal, subversive intruder into the
Roman state—and made it the cornerstone
of a world-shaking power: Christendom.

Hissainted mother, Helena, inherold age
made a pilgrimage to the Haly Land. There,
with a rapidity and assurance that can only
strike wonder in the modern archaeologist,
legend has it she unearthed the True Cross,
the lance, the crown of thorms, and identi-
fied, under a temple of Aphrodite, the tomb
of Christ. Over it her thrilled son ordered
huildings to “surpass the most magnificent
monuments any city possesses™—a decade-
long labor now incorporated in Jerusalem's
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

Constantine himself presided over some
250 bishops assembled at Nicaea for the first
of seven ecumenical, or universal, councils
that foreged the Orthodox faith. They formu-
lated the familiar Nicene Creed (“Thelievein
one God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth. . .."). Those opposing
the council’s decrees were branded heretics

Constantine gave Byzantium its spirityal
focus, Justinian in the sixth century gave it
its greatest tempornl sway. Reconquering
lands once Roman, he magnified his empire
by founding or rebuilding cities, monaster-
ies, and 700 fortifications. In the Balkans.
the Levant, Ttaly, from the Euphrates to the
Pillars of Hercules, T found impressive
works, In Alperia, Tunisia, and Libva |
strolled cities roofless to the North African
skv. Triumphal arches, amphitheaters,

The Byrantine Fmpire

baths, and grids of stone-paved streets lined
with shops and town houoses bespoke Roman
origins. Justinian's fortresses and churches
placed them in the Byzantine world. Some
stand alone in an empty countryzide.

In the Algerian-Tunisian frontier city of
Tebessa, Bvzantine Theveste, life pulses
at the crossroads of a fertile belt of towns
shielded from the Sahara by a crescent of
the Atlas Mountains. Burnoosed men and
veiled women, donkevs, and vehicles stream
through a sculptured, porticoed Byzantine
gate. Children clamber on Byzantine walls
in whose shade old men sit and watch the
passing parade, and women gossip.

But none of Justinian's cities matched the
splendor of his Constantinople.

Medieval visitors from the rural West,
where Rome had shrunk to a4 cow town,
were struck dumb by this resplendent me-
tropolis, home to half a million, its harbor
crowded with vessels, its markets filled with
silks, spices, furs. precious stones, per-
fumed woods, carved ivory, gold and silver
and ennmeled jewelry. “One could not be-
lieve there wassorich acityinall the world,”
reported the crusader Villehardouin,

The first Rome, on the Tiber, did not fall
in 476, as schoalbooks often say; it withered
away. No emperor died onits walls when it
wits sacked by Visigoths in 410, or by Van-
dalz from Carthage in 455; emperors had
long resided elsewhere, From the third cen-
tury the course of empire had set eastward.

The Dark Ages are dark onlvifvou look at
Western Europe, for long centuries a back-
water: decaying towns, isolated manors,
scattered monasteries, squabbling robber
barons, In the East blazed the light of By-
zantium, studded with cities such as Thes-
salonica, Antioch, and Alexandria, more
cosmopolitan than any Western society
before the modern age. (See Europe, a his-
torical map supplement with thisissue. )

While Charlemagne ¢ould barely scrawl
his name and only clerics had clerncal skills,
many Byzanting emperors were scholars.
Even lavmen knew their Homer as they
knew their Psalms. While men in the West
for centuries tested guilt by ordeal—pick-
ing up a red-hot iron (vou were innocent if
vou didn't burn your handi—Justinian set
stholars to compiling his famous Corpus
Juriz Civilis, the foundation of Roman law

123




i
f
H-I

r
HL

Once the world's largest church, no









in continental Europe today. Via the Code
Napoléon, Byzantine precepts were trans-
mitted to Latin America, Quebec Province,
and Louisiana, where they still hold sway.
Though the empire became officially
Greek in speech soon after Justinian's day,
people of the East still considered them-
selves Romans. (Westerners they called Lat-
ins or Franks, when they weren't calling
them barbarians, ) Their Emperor of the Ro-
mans wis the legitimate heir of Augustus
Caesar. Down to 1453 theirs was t/te Roman
Empire. But it was the old pagan Roman
world Christianized and turned upside
down, the kingdom of heaven on earth.

UCH WAS the Byzantine world view:
S a God-centered realm, universal and

eternal, with the emperor as God’s
vice-regent surrounded by an impe-
rial entourage that reflected the heavenly
hierarchy of angels, prophets, and apostles.
One God, one world, one emperor. Qutside
this cosmos was only ignorance and war,
a fury of barbarians. The emperor had a
divine mandate to propagate the true faith
and bring them under his dominion.
Ceremony reinforced his role. Hiscorona-
tion procession moved through the Golden
Gate along the Mese, the arcaded, shop-
lined avenue leading through the Forum of
Constantine and past the Hippodrome to the
Augusteum, the main square with its gar-
gantuan statue of Justinian on horseback
gesturing eastward atop his pillar, and the
Milion, the milestone where the routes of
empire converged. Along the way a legiti-
mate suCCessor or victonous usurper trans-
formed himself by a series of costume
changes from a hero in gleaming armor to a
robed personification of Christ. On Easter
and at Christmas 12 courtiers svmbolically
gowned as the Apastles would accompany
him in procession to worship in Hagia So-
phia, the populace prostrating in adoration.
Ruling from his labyrinthine sacred pal-
ace, the emperor, crown and gown fes-
tooned with precious stones, invested his

officials in silken robes and bestowed titles
such as Excellency (used by ambassadors,
governors, and Roman Catholic bishops to-
day) and Magnificence (still used by rectors
of German universities), Popes would adopt
his tiara; England’s monarchs, his orb and
scepler; protocol officers, the order of prece-
dence at imperial banguets.

The splendor of Byzantine ceremonial in
rooms with doors of bronze and ceilings in
pold and silver awed the foreigner, especial-
Iy when a bit of mechanical wizardry was
thrown in. Liudprand of Lombardy, on a
diplomatic mission in 949, describes an im-
perial audience:

Golden lions guarding the throne “heat
the ground with their tails and gave a dread-
ful roar with open mouth and quivering
tongue.” Bronze birds cried out from a gild-
e tree. " After 1 had three times made obel-
sance . . . with my face upon the ground, 1
lifted my head, and behold, the man whom
just before I had seen sitting on a moderately
elevated seat had now changed his raiment
and was sitting at the level of the ceiling.”

Beneath the glittering ritual we can per-
ceive a prototype of today's bureaucratic
state, A hierarchy of officials, including the
custodian of the imperial inkstand, who
readied the quill pen and red ink with which
the emperor signed decrees, minutely super-
vised this “paradise of monopoly, privilege,
and protectionism™ that subordinated the
individual's interest to the state's.

Constantinople organized its trades in
tightly regulated guilds; controlled prices,
wages, and rents; stockpiled wheat to offset
poor harvests, Officials inspected shops;
checked weights and measures, ledgers,
quality of merchandise. Hoarders, smug-
glers, defrauders, counterfeiters, tax evad-
ers faced severe punishment,

Unlike the West, trade or industry sel-
dom bore a stigma, One empress distilled
perfume in her palace bedroom. The emper-
or himself was the empire’s leading mer-
chant and manufacturer, with monopolies
in minting, armaments, and Byzantium's

Awesome still, Hagia Sophia once glittered with mosaies, and art treasures
filled every corner. Arabic medallions testify to five centuries as a Muslim mosgue
when offending Christion images were covered. Revolutionary in deésign, the great
domed edifice has withstood hundreds of earthguaokes.

The Byzrantine Empire
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renowned luxury artic Justintan had
founded 1ts famed silk industry with silk-
worm eges smuegled into Constantinople
(hitherto the empire had paid a pound of
gold for a pound of Chinese silk). Special
brocades from mmperial looms and other
‘prohibited articles™ not for sale abroad
made prestigous gifts for foreign princes.
I'.'I'u]lu-r[- EXport, sales, purciasc LRxXes,
and shop rents swelled the impenal coflers
(Ba<il 11 ettt 200 000 |:-l|:f*lli'-' of goldi—this
gt a time when the YWest more olten barteréd
than bought. Nor were inlerest-bearing
loans condemned as sinful; in the West they
were, and this put moneviending into the
scorned hands of Jews. Justinian set an 8
percent celling on interest—1.2 percent on
maritime loans because of increased risk
(the borrower did not have to repay if ship
carpo was lost to storm or pirate). Insur-
ance and credit services were developed
Banking was closely andited. The gold sol-
idus, the coin introduced by Constantine
and {ater called bezant for Byvzantium, held
1ts value for seven centuries—~history s most

= -
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Ble currency

N THE SPIRIT “if any wouls
neither should he eat,” the indigenl were
put to work in state bakeries and market
rnrdens, " Ldle
Emperor Leéo [11-And drunkenness to disor-
der and sedition—so taverns closed at elght.
God's state would protect the working
girl: a fine of two pounds of goid for anvone
who corrupied a woman employved in the

imperial textile {actories. Incest, homicide,
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22 leads 1o enme.” noted

privately making or selling purple cloth
reserved for royvalty alone), or teaching
shipbuilding to enemies might bring decapi-
tation i;|.|-.|h-|-=.;-- t, hanging—or drowning

inasack with ; .'-|.'_. a cock, a viper, and an
ape. The grocer who gave false measure lost
E & I| i "-.r-u:=|~|- were burned

1he Byrantines came to favor mutiiation
ns A I]urJ..-L.- substitute for the death pen-
alty; the tongueless or slit-nosed sinner had
time to repent. Class distinctions in law
were abolished. Judges were paid salaries
from the treasury instead of laking Moncy
from litigants, "“{or mits and offerings blind
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Wise. Contractors had to replace faulty con-
strigction at their own cost, Housing codes
forbade balconies less than ten feet from the
faring house, storing noxious matter, or en-
crosiching on a neighbor’s light or sea view,

As solicitous for its subjects’ welfare as it
was in controlling their thoughts and deeds,
the state provided much of the cradle-to-
prave care expected by the Communist
faithful todav. Emperors and wealthy citi-
zens vied in endowing hospitals, poor-
houses, orphanages, homes for the blind or
aged (where “the last days of man's earthly
life might be peaceful, painless. and digm-
fied"), homes for repentant prostitutes
(some became saints), even a reformatory
for fallen women arnstocrats. Medical ser-
vices mcluded surgical and maternity
wards, psychiatric clinics, and leprosari-
ums. In contrast to the unwashed West, ear-
Iv Byvzantium abounded in public baths.
Street lighting made the nights safer.

A modern state in many wayvs. Passports
were required for travel in frontier districts.
Tourists can sympathize with Liudprand;
he ran afoul of customs on his way out, From
hizs baggage, officials confiscated prized
cloths of purple silk.

UNRISE burnished the gold of au-
tumn leaves in the Balkan Moun-

tains. A horse plowed a Bulgarian

field where peasant women bent o
their toil. My photographic colleague and |
stopped our camper to capture the scene.

A police car pulled up. A policeman and a
political official checked and recorded our
documents, The official ordered us to strip
our cameras. With no explanation, no heed
to our anguished protests, he ground the cas-
settes under his heel, pulled out the film and
castinthe dirt ourcolor record of the region’s
Byzantine churches.

The incident came as an unpleasant
reminder that a harbinger of Eastern Eu-
rope's police states was Byzantium, suspi-
ciousof foreignersand as chary about letting
out information as it was avid in gaining it.

State visitors were shown what officials
wanted them 1o se¢. En route to Constanti-
nople a guard of honor kept them from devi-
ating from the imperial post route, Assigned
servants and interpreters learned as much as
possible from the envoy’s entourage. Also,
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merchants were kept under surveillance.
No alien might trade or trespass beyvond
fairs held near the borders except in the pres-
ence of an official. In the capital the prefect
aszsigned them separate compounds to curb
spving—fur-clad Rus with drooping mus-
taches; unkempt Bulgars belted with iron
chains; Khazars and Petchenegs from the
steppes; merchants of Venice, Genoa, Pisa,
Amalfi, Lombardv, and Catalonia. If one
overstaved his three-month term, he was
stripped of gonods, whipped, and expelled.

How free was speech? How welcome crit-
icizm? One clue was the name of the imperial
council: Silentium. The historian Procopius
extolled Justinian's military and building
campaigns—on the emperor's orders. He
had to reserve hiz bitter personal opinions
for & Secvel Histoyy, “{or neither could 1
elude the watchfulness of vast numbers of
spies, norescape a mostcruel death, if I were
found out.”™ Only at chariot races and other
events in the Hippodrome could the popu-
lace express discontent before the emperor.,
Factions among the 60,000 spectators some-
times exploded into riot. Justinian survived
one attempted rebéllion by drowning the
Hippodrome in blood.

Behind the court's glittering facade lay
perhaps “the most thoroughly base and
despicable form that civilisation has yet
assumed,” fulminated a Victorian histor-
1an, William Lecky: "a monotonous siory of
the intnigues of priests, eunuchs, and wom-
en, of poisonings, of conspiracies, of uni-
form ingratitude, of perpetual fratricides.”

Surrounded by would-be usurpers and as-
sassins, no incompetent emperor remained
God's vicar on earth verylong, Of the 88 em-
perors from Constantine I to X1, 13tooktoa
monastery. Thirty others died violently—
starved, poisoned. blinded, bludgeoned,
strangled, stabbed, dismembered, decapi-
tated. The skull of Nicephorus I ended up as
asilver-lined goblet from which Khan Krum
of the Bulgars toasted his bovars.

The Empress Irene was so obsessed with
retaining power that she had her son blinded
and took his title of emperor. Eventhe saint-
ed Constantine the Great had hizs eldest son
slain and his wife suffocated in her bath.

Yet the empire, ringed with enemies, en-
dured more than 1,100 vears. Behind the
silken glove of its diplomacv |ay the mailed
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fist of its navy, sophisticated defenses, and
small but highly trained army, based on a
battering wedge of armored cavairy and
mounted archers

Proudly continuing Rome's iron disci-
pline, the Byzantines now defended the
empire a5 “champions and saviours of
Christendom.” On campaign they rose and
slept to a round of pravers. Parading a most
cacred relic—the Virgin's robe—around
Constantinople’s walls was credited with
saving the “city guarded by Grod” from Rus
gttack in the ninth century. The Emperor
Heraclius's ultimate triumph was not in
crushing the millennial enemy, Persia, near
Nineveh., Rather it wis in recovering the
True Cross looted by the Persians and re-
turning it in person to Jerusalem in 630.

HAT ABOUT that nastv repu-
tation for duplicity and coward-
ice The DByzantines weren't
cowards. They neither romanti-
cized war nor gloried in it as g sport. They
studied it as a science and used 1t as a last
resort if gold, Aattery, and intrigue failed

Fire beacons and flag towers gave distant
carlyv warning. Ten centuriex before Flor-
ence Nightingale set up field hospitals in
the Crimean War, Bvzantine medics got a
bonus for each man they brought alive off
the field of battle.

The fortified Crimea was the empire’s lis-
tening post for the steppes, that invasion
corridor for Huns, Slavs, Khazars, Magvar
hordes "howling like wolves,” and Bulgars
barn of that wild marriage of “wandering
Scvthian witches to the demons of the sands
of Turkestan.” Information also came from
distant ports, naval patrols, envoys, mer-
chants, spies, defectors. ("Never turn away
freeman or slave, by day or night," coun-
seled a tenth-century officer. ) Collating this
intelligence, the Bureau of Barbarians—
Constantinople's CIA—analyvzed strengths
and weaknesses of each nation, calculated
the price of each prince, determined when to
unleash a pretender to spark rebellion.

If fight they must, Byzantines bet an
hrains over brawn. Militsry manuals
stressed mobility, scouting, surprise. Immo-
bilize an invader by capturing his baggage,
food, and mounts while grazing. Scarch the
carth, block the springs. Don't joinanaction

The Byzantine Empire

unless strategy, numbers, and odds are in
vour favor. “God ever loves to help men in
dangers which are necessary, not in those
they choose for themselves,” explained Jus-
tinian's famed general, Belisarius.

If things got desperate, the Byzantines
unmasked therr ulbmate weapon: Greek
fire. Volatile petroleom, preheated under
pressure, was projected through a flame-
thrower, incinerating ships and crews (page
747). It even spread fire on the water, turn-
ing & foe's fleet into a raging inferno. This
Byvzantine A-bomb broke five years of naval
aszsaults on Constantinople in the [ate sev-
enth centurv and a vearlong siege in the early
eighth, changing history by stopping the

The Holy Grail? Unearthed by o
Syrign workman in 1910 near Antioch,
an earty center of Chrnistian faith, the
Antioch Chalice 15 thought by many to
contain the cup used by Christ at the
Last Supper. The gilded silver outer
vessel depicts Christ and His disciples.
From Cructfixion nails to the crown of
thorns, objects believed associated with
Christ were revered by the Byzantinegs
as relics with miraculous powers




Arabs at Europe s doorstep. And when, two
centuries later, Rus flotillas swept into the
Bosporus, Bvzantines sent them reeling
with “lightning from heaven, 10 the words
of Prince Igor's defeated force.

CAMETOAPLACE named Ohrid in to-

dav's Yugoslavin—a peaceful town, its

red-tiled roofs shouldering down a penin-

sula to a Macedonian lake backed by the
stern mountains of forbidden Albania. A
fishermen's church stands on the promon-
torv, high-cheekboned saints staring vut of
their halos with large black Byvzantine eves.
Ohrid a thousand vears ago was the capital
of a Bulgarian empire whose Tsar Samuel
had triumphed from the Black Sea to the
Adriatic. But in Byzantine Emperor Basil
11, Samuel found his némesis

For decades their campaigns seesawed
through the Balkans with ghastly carnage
samuel, slippervas a Lake Ohrideel, finally
s¢t a trap for Basilin a gorge along the upper
Struma. Eluding it, Basil pinned Samuel’s
entire army there. Now he would teach the
tzar a lesson in Byzantine revenge

Descending at dusk from Samuel's cita-
del, which still crowns the peninsula at Oh-
rid, 1 joined the stream of parenis. children,
and lovers promenading in the main street
Dark eves tlashed, teasing in courtship; rest-
less evies scanned, recognized, questioned,
eves gazing boldly, eves falling shylv.

A shudder shot through me when |
thought of another procession, Basil blinded
the 15,000 prisoners, sparing one in a hun-
dred to lead the macabre march home

=samuel watched m horror the return ol
his once proud army, eve =ockels vacant,
shuffling, stumbling, clutching one anath-
er, each hundred led by a one-eved =oldier

The sight killed him. And s empire
Loo—swallowed by H:;..!..‘.:]'_Hll.nl Basil the
Bulgar-siaver was one name Bulgarians
would not forget

Awesome magnificence and diplomatic

Holdover from ancient times, o CGypsy
bear act, rehearsing for a earmival
outside [stanbul, recalls the davs when
stch animals entertained throngs at
Constantinople’s Hippodrome, Gypsies
eame o Bvzantitm in the ninth century.







cunning, military might, terror—maore ef-
fective than these were Byvzantium's mis-
sionaries. The Orthodox faith forged unity
out of a diversity of nations. It brought the
Shavs into the Bvzantine universe.

The“apostles of the Slavs,” ninth-century
Cyril and Methodius of Thessalonica, in-
vented an alphabet in which the newly con-
verted Slavs first learned to write. Their
script, and the Greek-based Cyrillic that
soon supplanted it, conveved Byzantine lit-
urgy and learning to the Balkans; then to
Russia, molding their thoughts, giving them
brotherhood in faith and a Slavonic literary
language, the Latin of the East.

“Civilizing the Slavs was Byzantium's
most enduring gift to the world,” Harvard
Profeszor lhor Sevéenko told me. Amongthe
consequences, Kievan Russiaemerged from
pagan izolation to join the Europdéan po-
litical and cultural community. Byzantium
was Russia'’s gatewayv to Europe.

In Kiev, Professor Andrei Bielecki told
me how Viadimir, prince in that Mother of
Russian Cities, shopped about for a reli-
gion for his people. He sampled the Hebrew,
Latin, and Islamic {aiths. Fond of women,
he favored the Muslim promise after death
of fulfillment of carnal desires. But alas.
No wine. “Drinking is the jov of the Rus,”
a chronicle has him say.

S0 he sent emissaries to Constantinople.
Inspired by the resplendent liturgy in Hagia
Sophia, they “knew not whether we were in
heaven or on earth. For on earth there is no
such splendor. . . . We only know that God
dwells there among men. . . ." Whereupon
Vladimir had his people, on pain of the
sword, baptized in the Dnieper.

Out of the wreckage of the Mongol em-
pire, princes of Muscovy climbed to power,
golden domes and crosses gleaming above
the red-brick walls of their Kremlin, Cos-
sacks, fur traders, missionaries spread
across Siberia. |

At Sitka. on snow-peaked Baranof [sland
in Alaska, the 1cons, incense, and chanting
in onion-domed St. Michael's Cathedral

serve as reminders that in the 18th century
the faith of Byzantium came across the Be-
ring Sea to its fourth continent: Russian
Amertca. Here I joined a Tlingit congrega-
tion worshiping with an Aleut priest—a rit-
ual like that | had witnessed in Justinian's
monastery of SL Catherine in Sinai.

“We change very little," Father Eugene
Bourdukofsky said as he proudly showed
me &n icon, the Virgin of Sitka. “That i< the
essence of Urthodaxy, the true faith.”

O CHANGE or not to chatige. Here

was g kev tounderstanding the chasm

that divides the thought world of

Byvzantium—and Eastern Europe—
from the West.,

The West transformed itself through the
Renaissance, Reformation, Enlightenment,
and the rise of science intoa dynamic society
enshrining the individual and progress
through free inquiry and experiment. The
East, until the 18th century, remained es-
sentially static. Byzantine thought sees its
world not in process; it has arrived, its eter-
nal order God-ordained.

The Bvzantine mind transformed the
classical Greek word “to innovate” into “to
injure."” In a monarch, a penchant for inno-
vation is disastrous, Procopius insisted, for
where there is innovation, there i no se-
curity. In a subject, deviation i= not only
heresy but also a crime against the state.

So threatening wias change that ritual
reforms in 17th-centurv Ruszia split the
church. Uld Believers endured unspeakable
tortures and martyred themselves in mass
suicide rather than make the sign of the cross
with three fingers instead of two,

Ritual details widened the rift between
Rome and Constantinople in the 11th cen-
tury. Until then East and West shared a
common faith and heritage.

The patriarche of five Christian centers
had helped shape this universal faith. Then
in the seventh century the march of Islam
engulfed three—]Jerusalem, Antioch, and
Alexandria (Comtinued on page 7446}

Holy grottoes of Cappadocia once housed the largest community of monks in
Asia Minor. From here missionaries spread the Christion faith as far as Ethiopia.

Some 300 beautifully frescoed churches and dwelling spaces for 30,000 were
carved from the soft volcanic pinnacles between the 4th and [4th cenfuries,
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ATINTS ruled the lives hox held by Father Macariuos monastery, Lrreat Lay
it men wh died in I'o the monk= who prax wis founded by SL Athanssios

Faitl A mosan nd e, these orderly rows of

:
stavromEeta Vionaster s evoke the MOnastory s |
earned its name—35t. Nicholas  long history and the devotionof |
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{Continued from page 7306) Slavic
invasions of the Balkans and Lombard con-
questsinltaly drove a wedge between the re-
maining two. Rome, deprived of imperial
support. linked its fortunes to the rising Ger-
manic West, Constantinople’s contracting
empire became increasingly Greek,

The break came in 10534, when Rome and
Constantinople exchanged excommunica-
tivns. The Latins had added Filiogne to the
Nicene Creed, making it read that the Holy
Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son;
they also used unleavened rather thian leav-
ened bread in the Eucharist.

Ahsird that East and West should sunder
over a phrase and a pinch of veast? Not
when eternal €alvation seemed at stake.

Thas was the lesson of Byzantine monasti-
cism: | saw men bend their necks to the yvoke
of obedience and, through self-denial and
punctilious repetitions of ritual, follow un-
guestioningly an ordained path of salvation,
For as Uhrthodoxy was central to Byvzanti-
um, manasticism, ever the conserver of tra-
ditions, is the ving heart of Orthodoxy,

HE FACE QF THAT BOY still

haunts me. I zaw him on the boat to

Mount Athos—{ather and son come

from Germany to see the Holy Moun-
tain. He was about 13, the same age as my
sor1. We boarded at a Greek port at the base
of the steep-walled peninsula that juts 35
miles into the northern Aegean. The motors
revvied up, and with a furry of monks cross-
ing themselves and murmuring “ Kyrie elei-
son—Lord, have mercy,” we were off for a
United Nations of monnstic communitios—
Greek, Russian, Bulgarman, Serbian—
where no female has been allowed to set foot
for a thousand vears.

I saw the boyv again when we debarked at
Daphni. We crowded in, wall-to-will black
robes and hlack evlindrical hats, for the jolt-
ing buz ride up the mountiinside to Kariag,
headquarters village for the monastic
republic, the world's aldest. Then, as |
trudged off to join the rounds of worship and
wiork and share Spartan mealsin half a doz-
en monasteries, the boy slipped from mind.

Stavroniketa, thrusting massive walls
andd crenellated keep above the sea, was a
hive of purposeful piety. There the thythmic
beats of the semantron wakened me in the
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night. Noah had summoned the animals
into the ark with such a resonant wooden
plank and mallet, | had been told. Now it
cilled the faithiul into the spiritual ark, the
church. to save them from the deluge of sin.

In Stavroniketa's church, under the bra-
zen eagles of Byvzantium agleam in chan-
deher coronas, | stood absorbed by the
symphony of motion—monks bowing, pros-
trating themselves, making rounds to Kiss
the fcons, lighting and snuffing candles,
swinging the smmoking censer, reading and
singing antiphonally, rasing voices in fer-
vent prayer, The frescoed church itself mir-
rored the cosmos, marivrs and sants gnd
angelic hosts rising in a scale of sanctity
toward the symbolic vault of heaven where
a stern Pantocrator, the almighty Chrst,
looks down disturbingly into the depth of
one's soul,

To relax my limbs, | shified position.

YHrsssasssssssss!”

I had clasped my hands improperly. As
the hours wore on, if any one made a {alse
move or kissed an icon in the wrongorder, a
hiss signaled instant correction.

Back in our guest cell near dawn, mv cell
mate, an American anthropologist, whis-
pered: “Reminds me of the military. The
Henedictines in France are the infantry; the
Franciscans in Italy, the air force, free and
eisy, These Orthodox monks are the ma-
rines— crack outfit of shock troops undera
tough master sergeant. Nosloppiness here.™

As T topped a shoulder of the 6,670-foot
Hdly Mountain, wincing at each sharp pen-
itentinl stone in the steep path, 1 found
monks building & wall. A decade earlier di-
lapidated Philotheou Monastery had seven
grayhbeards. 1 counted ten times that many
monks, beards as black as their robes.

Father Nikon, the voung arclhiontaris, or
guestmaster, radiated inner peace and joy as
he offered me the ritual brandy, coffee,
gummy sweel lewkoumi, and water, then
showed me to a neal guest room near a
flower-lined balcony over the courtvard,

“People come Lo us troubled,” Father Ni-
kon said. *A day or two in the monastery
brings peace, and they leave refreshed.”

On Athos, even meals are a continuation
of warship., A bell clangs in the courtvard.
The monks file in, stand silently at long ta-
bles until the abbot blesses the food, After
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a communal prayer, all sit, ancd eat swiftly
under the eves of frescoed saints lining the
refectory walls while 8 monk at the lectern
reads from asaint’s life, A belltinkles. He re-
turns the book to its niche, kneels to kiss the
abbot’s hand, receives hiz blessing, Thenall
file out silently. After Vespers, the monas-
tery gates swing shut and evervone turns in,
soon to rise for the night’s round of pravers,
for the first hour of the Byzantine day begins
with sunset

‘Lord Jeszus Christ, have mercy on me. ™
Pinpoints of lamplight in the cells sithouette
monks in ceaseless pravers of repentance
Four haurs of solitary praver before the call
ta four hours of communal prayver. Bread
and tea, a snatch of sleep, and then silent
praver continues as the monk goes about his
daytime tosks, in the kitchen, garden, at
manual labor,

One moonlit night at Dionyvsion Monas-
tery a howling wind rattled the window of
my cell, Dawn disclosed gray clouds bee-
tling the brow of the Holy Mountain, and
the face of the sea furrowed in anger. Below,

waves slammed over the landing. No mail
boat today, To get to Gregoriou, next mon-
astery along the coast, meant going by foot.

“It's a very dangerous path," cautionéd
Father Euthyvmios as we sel ool logether.
The gangling, New York-borm Vietnam
veteran was coming from the “desert,” her-
mitages farther out on the peninsula, where
he paints icons. “Part of it is along a cause-
way swept by the sea,” Then came an after-
thought of small comfort: “Darius lost his
fleet here insuch a storm. ™ Three hundred of
the Persinn king's ships and 20,000 men
dazhed on the rocks of Athosin 491 B.C.

Pausing on a creat, buffeted by a devil of
a wind, Father Euthymios said, "1 always
fear this next stretch. It's alone a cliff with
a straight drop to the sex. But with God's
grace we will make it.” We did. And next
day, we again tempted fate.

The storm roared unabated, Winds
clutched at us as we climbed and descended
ravines, bone weary, wetthrough. Breakers
roared as we leaped from rock to slippery
rock at the base of sea cliffs, Too close,
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Breath of a guardian dragon, Greek fire wins victory for the Byzantines, As
depicred in @ 13th-century manuscript, a secret volatile liguid, such as hot oil, is
igriited and projecedd by o flamethrower at an enemy warship. Russia’s Prince
Igor reportedly lost 10,000 vessels to Greek fire in a battle in 941
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I vou must waill out an Athos storm, you
sl find no more dramatic haven than
Simonopetra, high on a spur above the Ae
gean. It opens its dovecote of cells onto Uers
of rickety balconies propped by aged beams

1o wall

k along one B00 feet over the s£a (0 A
torm 15 an actof farth,. Clutching the sphn
tery rail, stepping over a gap in the floor

planks. I looked down mesmerized at walls

Next day Simonopetra no longer shook
Che wind had lost its howl; the sen was flat
tening its crests. No more dodging waves, |
hac been lucky. Nol go thiat bov who looked
like mv =on. As he leaped across the rocks, n
WaAvie swy ||! Arm AW as I.l'l- B ili‘- ':I:.fi;-l"-
evies. When the boats ran again, they found

his hody and brought 1t 1o from the sen



HEYEAR 107 1 wasa bad one forthe
Bvzantines, East and West. At Man-
rikert, in the highlands of eastern
Turkey, the multinational Byvezantine
Army, riven by dissensions and desertions
and for once sloppy In reconnaissance, was
annihilated by the invading Seljuk Turks
it had marched east to destroy; Anatolia,
breadbasket and pnme recruiting ground
for Byvzantium, subsequently was stripped

forever from Christendom, opening the way
to later Ottoman invasions of Europe

In Bari, port city in southeastern Italy, 1
saw blood on the pavement. Assassins had
gunned down a political opponent, and
grieving partisans marched around the stain

in bitter memorial. Nine centuries earlier
hlood had flowed in the streets of Bvzantine

The Byvzannine Empire
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Hari, sacked biv the Normans after a three-
vear siege. Five vears after the Battle of
Hasting=in England, the Normans had cop-
guered southern Italy

The vear 1204 was even worse, On April
13, Fourth Crusaders en route to Jerusalem
committed what historian Sir Steven Runci-
man called “the greatest crime in history —
the Christian sack of Constantinople.
Burning, pillaging, raping, the crusaders
looted what they didn't destroy to enrich
Venice, Paris, Turin, and other Western
centers with “everv cholcest thing found
upon the earth.” (They even brought back
tiop heads of John the Baptist, so rich was
Constantinople in relics. )

When, after 57 vears, a Bvzantine emper-
or once again relgned in Constantinople, the
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Heaven paved in gold, the Pole d'Oro
aitarpiece (n 5t Mar®k’s ensiirines the art
of Bysdantium. In g solid-gold setting,
2500 gems enhonce 3249 enamaels
portrayving Christ surrounded by anpgels,
prophets, and saints

Universal Empire was but a large head ona
shrunken body. The Venetians and Genoese
had a stranglehold on its trade. Franks still
held territory, Trebizond ruled an indepen-
dent empire on the Black Sea. Byvzanline
princes had set up their own power centers
in Greece. Bvzantium was soon pressed be-
tween the Ottoman Turks and the Serbs

Crossing the Dardanelles, the Turks first
settled in Europe at Gallipoliin 1354, A vear
later, with Serbian power at its peak, Ste-
phen Dushan, who had proclaimed himself
emperor of Serbs and Greels, made his bid
for Constantinople, Death robbed him of a
chance tositon Byvzantium's throne, but the
serbes never forgot the common Balkan
dream of congquering Constantinople. Nor
will they ever forget the collision three dec-
cades later with the Turks

N THE MISTS of morning rolling over
hrown-tilled earth at Kosovo in Yugosia-
via, 1 peopled that “field of the black-
hirds"” with Turks and Serbs locked in
battle, A physical defeat, it was vet a moral
victory the Serbs celebrate to this day, Folk
legend and epics extolling Serb bravery fed
the fires of nationalism during the five cen-
turies the Serbs suffered the Turkish voke.
Kosovor June 28, 1389, How ironic that
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria chose
June 28 of all days to make his entry into Sa-
rajevo, where his assassination by a 5erb pa-
triot plunged the world into warin 1914,

As the Turkish shadow lengthened, Byz-
antine emperors traveled west to reconcile
differences in an effort to secure military
aid. MNeither pope nor patnarch considered
the rupture of 1054 fimal. Twice, union of
the churches was proclaimed (only to
founder on the reef of residual hatred for the
crusarers’ desecration of holy Constantino-
ple in 1204). As for aid, the West dragged its
feet. Venice arrested one emperor for debit

Un a spur ol snow-crowned mountains
walling Sparta’s valley in the Peloponnesus







clings the Byzantine city of Mistra, Today
itz citadel, palace, red-roofed churches, and
dwellings he empty, Only & few nuns live in
this once vibrant city; the renown of s
scholars and artists outshining the empire’s
fading power. Here'in 1449, where 2 double-
headed engle 5 carved in the cathedral's
marhile paving, the last Bvzantine emperor
was crowned,

With him as he journeved north went a

legend: Constantinople’s st emperor
would bear the same name as the first. His

ia4q

name? Constantine. And his mother, like
the mother of Constantine the Great, was
named Helena

Acclaimed by the populace, tolerated by
the indolent Sultan Murad I, he could set-
tle, it seemed, for peaceful coexistence.
Having failed in besieging Constantinople
and succeeded in cruzhing a crusader army
at Viarma on the Black Sea, the sultan was
cantent, in his sumptucus capital of Edirne
{ancient Adrianople) in Thrace, to let Con-
stantinople wither on the vine while he

Nafional Geographic, Decembeor 1084




sported with his stable of stallions and his
harem of hundreds of women.

Murad's death in 1451 changed that, His
mantle fell to his eldest son, who began his
reign tvpically by strangling his baby broth-
er. Scarcely 20, he burned to conquer Con-
stantinople. As legend would have it, he
hore the Prophet's name—Muhammad,

Mounting the walls of Constantine’s city,
I scanned the line of towers. The green of
garden vegetables flooded moats that in
1453 had run red. An aged Turk tended a

The Byzantine Empire

Whaere battle once raged on the field

of Manzikert near this Turkish village of
Erentepe, cattle move to pasture. Here
Christians fell to the Seljuk Turks in
1071, heralding the end of Byzantium

as a great territorial power.

peaceful cemetery by walls where 40 carts
could not have carried away the Turks slain
in g single assault, noted an evewitness to the
siege. Imagination restored these impres-
sive ruins tothe triple-tiered ramparts raised
by fifth-century Emperor Theodosius TT—
13 miles around, studded with 192 towers to
landward, 110 to seaward, and pierced by
30 gates. Inmy mind's eve [ saw centuries of
invaders—Huns, Avars, Persians, Arabs,
Rus, Bulgars, Turks—pour out their blood
in futile assaults,

Mehmed (Mubammad) 11 invested the
city with the largest force it had vet faced: an
estimated 100,000 troops deploved to land-
ward, the Ottoman fleet massed offshore
Against this; a scant 8,000 to man the walls,
and a few ships behind the chain across the
Guolden Horn.

Why so few defenders? Stripped of the
lands that gave it food and fighters, Con-
stantinople was a skeleton, and divided
against itself. The West had finally prom-
ised help—but at a fearful price: submission
of Byzantium's Holy Orthodox Church to
the Church of Rome, The pope’s emissary
presided over a Te Deum in a nearly empty
Hagia Sophia to sighs of dismay. “Betterthe
Turkish turban than the Latin miter!” ran
the popular sentiment, Still, they had the in-
vincible walls, Optimists quoted the old say-
ing: The citv would stand until ships sailed
over land, a manifest impossibility.

HE THUNDER of Mehmed's attack
on April 11, 1453, shook the invinci-
hility of thoze walls. Ramparts shat-
tered under the barrage of bronze
cannon, the largest the world had ever seen.
The smallest of the sultan's 67 guns fired a
200-pound stone shot, The biggest, three
feet in bore, hurled a 1,200-pound ball. Six-
tv oxen were needed Lo draw it from Edirne,
preceded by road and bridge builders and
flanked by 10,000 cavalry, Fortunately for
the defenders, the Basilica, as Mehmaed

ol



called it, took solongto clean and load that it
could fire only seven times a day.

Filling breaches in the ramparts by night,
the defenders beat back assault after as-
sault, Turkish sappers were countermined
and slaughtered underground. When four
ships made it through the Turkish gantlet
into port, the furious syltan gave his admiral
a hundred lashes.

Seven weeks: Stll the city held. Advisers
urged Mehmed to raise the stege.

Give up his dream? Never! The impetu-
ous sultan would press the siege 1o victory.

If he could get a Aotilla inside the Golden
Haorn, the Byzantines would have to thin out
to defend that side too. His engineers built a
log slipway over the hill between the Bospo-
rusand the Golden Horn, Brute force—man
and besst bending to the ropes—inched
some 70 ships over the crest,

Dismaving sight! Descending to the Gold-
en Horn, canvas bellving to the breeze, were
“chips sailing over the land!™

T IS MAY 28. For the last time the setting
sun glints on the cross atop Hagia Sophia.
This evening, as on all others, the tireless
Constantine attends holv services and

checks the guards on the walls, though his
courtiers have begged him to flee. Day by
day anxious eves have scanned the horizon
for relief that does not come. Now the city is
one, the thin line of soldiers determined to
sell their lives dearly,

For several evenings the Turkish lines
have blazed from the Sea of Marmarato the
Golden Horn, the din of trumpets, drums,
shouts driving a deep wedge of terror into
the night. Tonight, in sultry air, the lines fall
ominously silent.

Twohours after midnight men on the wall
hear a rustle: the Turks moving 2,000 scal-
ing laddersinto the moat and up to the walls.

Flames roaring from cannon mouths sig-
nal the attack: Batteries concentrate on St.
Romanos Gate. Here the emperor takes the
point of greatest danger beside the Genoese
captain, Giustiniani (Italian for Justinian),
whaose 700 men have fought valiantly,

Turkish archers, musketeers, slingers
rain deadly fire on the parapets. Turks
swarm up the ladders, but are hurled back.
Heavy infantry attack through breaches
pounded by the cannon. Defenders repel
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them. Mehmed commits his elite Janis-
saries, Hand-to-hand battle seesaws,

Then, Turks discover a lightly guarded
sally port in the moat. They pour through.
“The Turk izin the city!” The emperor turns
to meet the new threat. As mght fades, he
falls, hidden as bodies heap up around his,

Dawn revedls a lurid sight: streets crim-
son with blood as Turkish soldiers race
through the citv, slaughtering, sacking.
Screams split the air as they drag women
and children from hiding places in lpoted
homes, They topple altars, seize golden
chalices, They force open the massive
bronze portals of Hagia Sophia and burst in
upon the last Christian service ever held in
Justinian's great church,

At midday, Mehmed, whom history will
call the Congueror, rides into the citv on his
white horse. The chromicler Kritovoulos re-
ports that the sultan shed tears of compas-
sion: “What a city we have given over to
plunder and destruction!”

It 15 Tuesday, May 29, 1453, Don't ever
ask a Greek to embark on an important proj-
ect ona Tuesday. That's the unlucky day his
city fell to the Turk.

ATASTROPHICALLY, the Byz-
antine Empire was no more. Zeal-
ots of Islam removed the cross from
atop Hagia Sophia, and soon the

muezzin's chant rang from minarets rising
bv the Bosporus, But Byzantium lived on,

Priding himself as a new Constantine sit-
ting on the throne of the Caesars, Mehmed
the Conqueror repopulated his new capital
and restaffed its bureaucracy partly with
Greeks and Serbs. In his court, influenced
by Persian as well as Byzantine traditions,
he became an aloof autocral surrounded by
elaborate ceremaony.

The once migratory Otftomans, now
based on Constantine's city, proceeded to
conguera mosaic of nations similar in extent
to Justinian's empire. The Ottoman Empire
let ite Orthodox subjects keep their Chris-
tan relipon and Greco-Roman laws—so
long asthev paid tribute, kept their churches
inconspicuous so as not to offend Islamic
eves, and furnished levies for its armies and
mdministration. This tithe in humans peri-
odically took the strongest, most intelligent
Christian Halkan bovs, aged exght to fifteen,

Nationw! Geoeraphic, Decenmber 1983




converted them to Islam, and drafted them
nto the elite army corps. the Janissaries, or
trained them as court functionaries
The congquerors emulated Hagia Sophia
their great single-domed shrines, such as
tanbul’s Blue Mosque,. buiit over and us
ingmaterials from the Great Palace. Gresks
became promingnt in trade,
banking, and meEdicing; Lreek and Serbian
mitially zerved alongside Turkish as the lan
guapes of the chancery; and the Turks, who
had long used Byzantine currency in foreign
minted their own gold coins two
decades after the conguest

"“When we Turks came off the steppes, we
were nomads with little culture,” Dr.
werth Farath, then director of Istanbul's
Museum of Archaeology, told me. It was
natural Lo .,-,||,|-||' SOMe [::" gantime wavs, Lyl
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SrAlATIRE,

exchange,

tarebears had no ovens lor maging bread—
only portable 1ron grniddies for unleavened
flat cakes, Hence the Turkish word for oven

comes from the Greek. " The Turkish fran re-
placed the Byzantine caravansary, and the

{amed Turkish bath, the Byzantine bath

Daly life n Nicaea ar Philadeiphia
(Turkish [znik and Alasehir) only two gener
ations ago differed little from Byzantine
times: " Byzantine continuity 13 not a popu-
laridenin Turkev,” said Dr. Firath, looking
“hut it 15 the truth.’

To create a modern Turkish state, Mus-
tafa Kemal (Atatirk) turned his back on cos-
maopahitan Constantinople and made his
capital at Ankara in the heart of Anatolia
(though, ironically, the national flag bore
the crescent-and-star device first stamped
on cains of ancient Greek Byzantium), In
1922, during an abortive Greek attempt to
reconguer lonia, considered a “cradle of the
Hellenie civilization,” camie & violent break
with the Byzantine past.

[n that {ateful vear Atatirk’s army hurled
the invaders back into the zea amid the
wreckage of 3,000 vears of Greek settlement
in Asia Minor. Thisrout triggererd a massex
odusfrom Turkev. A 234
dent for the Torvonte Dty Star, Ernes

T -!|i::L|‘l':'-. i|| '|.Il.' Y,

=% L'i"."--.lll", COTTESDOT=

,"L.fﬂm"l'ﬂd by Fatar invaders tn 133170 g humble Grreek tradesman from Jrebizond

wing sginthood as St

lohn the New oand becomes Moldaovia's patron. This scene of

hizs death appears in silver on d panel of his coffin, a treasure inan Orthodox

church at sucedya, RoTnania

The Byzantine Emoiri
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Soul of medieval Russia hounts
Zagorsk, burtal place of Tsar Bonis
Croifuniov and a faverite setting for
Russian film epics. Founded (n the 14tH
certury, the walled monastic compound
of a dozen churches harfis back to an age
when Russiaon rulers began to call
themselves “tsar” for Caesar, cominced
they were: heirs 40 the Byzantine
Empire. The Bolshevik Eevodliution
cshattered those dreams in 1917 and
nearly destroved Russio's Orthodooe
Church. Todoy Zagorsk's theplogical
semindry, where peophyres sing at
evensong (left), is one of the last
schools 1o train priests.

Christianity took root n the Ukraine
when Viadimir, Prince of Kiey, sent his
erivovs shopping for g relgion.
Impressed by Byzontineg [ttargy, in 9588
e chose the Crthodox faith over Istam,

Judaism, and the Roman Church.

The Oyzantine Empire

Hemingway, described a silent, ghastly pro-
cession: “Twenty miles of carts. . . with
exhausted, staggering men, women and
children walking blindly along in the
rain” as the Christinns of eastern Thrace
fammed the roads towsird Macedonia.

EAR the Byzantine willz of Thessa-
lonica, which threw back waves of
medieval Slavs, nestles the Bvzan-
ting Church of St. David. Lamp

flicker animated a beardless Dfth-century

muosaic Christ and caressed the deep-etched
fauceof a woman. She told me of the tragic ex-
change of populations—one and a quarter
million Greeks from Turkew, 400,000 Turks
from Greece. Her gnarled hands clasped
and unclasped, tears ran down her cheeks as
she recalled her family’s being wrenched,
when she was 14, from their village near An-

kara. and dyving one by one of malaria in a

refugee camp in 2 Macedonian swamp.

[ had visited a village like hersnear Konva
(Byzuntine Iconium) in Anatolia, its Greek
Orthodox church padlocked, the screened
women's balconies empty, the ornate ico-
nostasis gaping eveless, stripped of 1cons.

I had climbed a spectacular mountain
gorge behind walled Trebizond, the last
Byvzantine city to fall—in 1461, signt vears
after Constantinople. Ancient Trebizond,
where Xenophon's 10,000 Greek soldiers
exulted to reach the Black 5Sea. Fabled
Trebizond, where caravans brought riches
of Persin and China, and monarchs sought
the beauty of its Byzantine princesses.
Noonday Trebizond, where phalanxes af
schoolchildren in black smocks pour out
onto colibled streets teeming with colorfully
giirbed woamen and turbaned merchants
howking fizsh, hot chestnuts, and front,

Eight hundred feet over a foaming moun-
tain stream [ had chmbed to a great monas-
tery that seemed tocling to the towenng rock
wall by faith alone. Founded even before the
age of Justinian, Soumelain the later Middle
Ages was one of the richest monastic estab-
lishments in the East. 1 found it gutted,
hiackened by fire. Since 1923 no chant of
Greek Hturgy has sounded in that solitude,
as it still does in the western mountamns and
vallevs of Cyprus, where achingly empty
Turkish villages tell of another more recent
transfer of populations. These have lessened
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the danper irom hith columns bhut rave clonée pname ‘Istanbul’ comes from the Greek g1

nothing to allay the hatred that has poisoned  len polin—to the citv.” Her sentiments ech-
relations between Greek and Turk oed 19th-century patriots: “Our capital is

lhere on Cyprus 1 saw barbed wire an Constantinople, Our national temple 15 Ha
malitary checkpoints in the divided capit gia Sophia, for 900 vears the glory of Chris-

cityv of Nicosia, and white-painted UN tanks  tendom, 1 he Patnarch of Constantinopie is

patrolling the advance lines of the Turkish our spiritual leader.” In cherished legend a

Army, which had invaded in response to priest bearing the chalice, interruptes th
Greek overthrow of the island republi last liturgy in Hagin Sophia, will emerge to
Fhis 1974 coup brought to mind the Megalt complete the service when the shrine i
[dea—the Great Idea—that fired the Greek  again Chnstian

imagination {or generations: reconguest of The Greek dream, however, collided

Constantinople and the Byvzantine Empire with Balkan dreams of impenal glory. The
Mltin fanned endemic natreds by classing
(CW*OR GREEKS thereisonlyonecity. The  all his Orthodox subjects—whether Serb or
Citv—Constantinople,” the widow Bulgar, Greek or Albanian or Romanian
i

ld me in  as the Rum Milleti, the Roman peo

hessalonica Even the Turkish and poutting them under the civil as well as
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ecclesiastical control of the Greek Patrniarch
of Constantinople. Patriarchs adopted the
eagle symbaol, ceremonies, dress, and func.
uons of a Byzantine emperor and set their
Greek bishops to hellenizing the proud Bal-
kan peoples

Inthe 1820= Grreece rose arninst the Otto-
man overlord; in 18301t was the first Balkan
nation to break free. Bul many more Greeks
lived outside the new kingdom than in it
With snosiz—union—with Gareece the bat-
tle crv, the modern map of Greece was as-
sembled pilece by piece, escalating the
hatred of her neighbors, who watched with
canntbal eves and devoured one another in
two Balkan Wars

1hen Sarajevo 1914, Today IU 15 #
market city tucked amid the stern Bosnian

in honor of St. Dimitry (above), guardian
W Thessalomica, long Byzantium's

second most fmportant city

[ e Byrantine Empiri

mountains of Yugosiavia, where minarets
of nearly 80 mosques thrust like rockets
above Orthodox and Catholic churches, and
men in fezzes and women in veils and baggy
trousers thread a booth-hned bazaar. Near
this crossroad of cultures Emperor Theodo-
sius the Greatin 395 ran the line dividing the
unwieldy Roman Empire admimstratively
into East and West, Here, by the embanked
Miljacka River, a pistol shot split the world
when a Serbian student assassinated the heir
to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, which
had annexed lands once Serblan. Austria,
backed by Germany, determined to crush
Serbia. “Holy Russia" came to the aid of her
Slavic Orthodox brother. And mmterlocking
alliances swept Europe’s nations into a war
that claimed ten million lives.

Lireece, entering that holocaust with the
nrospect of Turkish territory, at war's end
occupied ancient Smyvrna (today palm-
shaded limir ringing its spacious Aegean
narbor). Then, with defeated Turkey in re-
volt and the sultanate toppling, the Greeks
saw their big chance. But their invasion
deepinto Asia Minor, hurled back, penshed
in the carnage of Smyrna and the mass exo-
dus that ensued

N ISTANBUL'S Rum Patrikhanesi, a
garden of peace amid the city's clamor
and squalor, stands the 18th-century
terra-cotta basilica of St. George and the
modest residence and offices of the spiritual
leader of the Orthodox fanthful throughout
the world. His All Holiness, Dimitrios, “by
the (srace of LGod, Archbishop of Constanti-
nople, New Rome, and Ecumenical Patri-
arch,” rose from his desk and took my hand
warmlv in both of his

The patriarch told me he sees as his role
the promotion of understanding and harmo-
ny among “sister” Orthodox Churches.
Many separated from Constantinople’s fold
when their nations broke free of the Turks

More than 70 percent of the baptized Or-
thodox today dwell in Communist coun-
tries.  Churches in exile abound. The
nationil churches of Serbia, Bulgana, Ro-
mania, and Russia are autocephalous (self-
headed), with their own patriarchs. Bul the
Eoumenical Hatriarch 18 promuys  mider
bares—Arst among equals—angd his spinto-
al swayv extends far bevond the confines of



his church in Istanbul, which he headsas a
Turkish citizen.

With a dwindiing flock, stripped of the
last vestige of civil authority, even forbid-
den to proselytize in his few Turkish parish-
es, why does he remain in a Musiim city?
The Archbishop of Constantinople became
head of the Bvzantine Church because of his
special position at the capital of the empire,
he =aid. He is bound to this historic see.

On my way out 1 paused by the patriarch-
ate's central gate, painted black and welded
shut. Here a patriarch was hanged for trea-
son when the War of Greek Independence
broke out in 1821. As | stepped into the
teeming streets where o priest is forbidden to
wear his clerical garb, Ithought back on the
fallen glories of Byvzantium's great church,
still claiming universal dominion, still cling-
ing in the City of Constantine.

OD HAD PUNISHED the Greeks,
Russians piously observed in 14353
when the Turks took Constantino-
ple. For betraying their faith by

submitting to Rome, He withdrew Hiz pro-
tection, and their empire fell. Now Moscow
moved from the periphery to the center of
the Orthodox world, shining in the purity of
her faith. *Two Romes have fallen, A third
stands fast. A fourth there cannot be,” ran
the monkly prophecy.

Rising from medieval isolationin Russia’s
forested northern plains, Muscovy shook off
the Mongol yoke that had crushed Kiev,
overcame Novgorod and other fur-trading
rivals, and pushed back Catholic Lithua-
nians and Poles. Ringed by enemies of her
faith, xenophobic Moscow raised onion-
domed churches and monasteries in forest
clearings all the way to the inhospitable
shores of the White Sea and fiercely clung to
traditional rites.

Ivan the Great married Sophiz Paleolo-
gus, nlece of the last Byzantine emperor,
adopted the Byzantine double-headed eagle
and the ttle of tsar, derived from Caesar.
Holy Russia became one great religious
house, ever purging herself, Military cam-
paigns became crusades, The court ban-
queted to sacred readings. In homes the
father took on the abbot’s role, wielding ab-
solute power over wife, child, servant, and
serf. With the clanging of Moscow's 5,000

il

church bells in their ears, visitors comment-
ed on fasts, church discipline, and seven-
hour standing services "severe enough to
turn children’s hair gray.”

Dogma and ritual from Byzantium fossil-
ized in spiritual isolation and distrust of in-
quiry; so did the political and social structure
rigidify, with sacred and temporal power
vested in the tsar, supported by a subservi-
ent church. Inheriting the Byvzantine con-
viction of her destiny to rule, and suspicious
of the heretical and corrupt West, Russia
grew to a giant with Orthodoxy in her veins,
whether she worshiped at the shrines of the
Mother of God or Marx. She knew no mid-
dle ground between autocracy and anarchy.

The tsar=s are gone; the Revolutionef 1917
homogenized Russian society. But even the
“new” Russian, embracing a Western ideol-
oy and Western technology. cannot escape
his Byzantine roots, Ubiquitous party lead-
ers’ portraits are the icons of today. And the
living iconostasiz of officials at a review of
armaments in Red Square is 4s precisely or-
dered as the ranks of saints flanking the im-
age of Christin Zagorsk’s cathedral.

“There can be no change. It is g terrible
thing. The program is the idol. If one link in
the chain is broken, we will not be able to
grasp the end.” As he said this, shack
showed on the face of the young Novosti
Press agent with whom 1 would travel thou-
sanls of miles in the Soviet Union.

Involved was not the writ of God, but an
itinerary prepared by bureaucrats. Yet the
suggestion that it be altered to my objectives
stirred the same visceral response that im-
pelied thousands of Old Believers to choose
death rather than change,

Since clamiing the Byvzantine birthright,
Russia has looked possessively, obsessively
south. In the 1770s she wrested from the
Turks that ancient Byzantine frontier land,
the Crimea. A treaty empowered her to
build and protect a church in Istanbul. She
interpreted this as a protectorate over the
Balkan Orthodox, many of whom saw Holy
Rus=zia as a savior, Russian Pan-Slavism in-
fluenced Russian expansionism in the push
toward the Mediterranean.

*Economic and political motives figure as
well,” Soviet scholars told me in Moscow.
“But yves, there was a Russian crusade to put
the cross back on top of Hagia Sophia.”

Nanonal G-:"ugrruﬂhir, December 983




Like the Greeks, Catherine the Great had
her own Great ldea—a restored Byzantine
Empire inthe Balkans, to be ruled from a re-
conguered Constantinople by her grandson
Constantinge. She even hired John Paul
Jones, unemploved naval hero, 1o command
a Russian flotilla fighting in that cause in the
Black Sea. Ironically, Russia came within a
hairbreadth of gaining Constantinople and
the Straits in World War 1. The Allies prom-
ised them to her upon Turkev's defeat. Then
her revalution knocked Russia out of the
war, soutthng that prospect

Neither Britain nor France had wanted
Russia in the Mediterranean, Six decades
earlier, both had supported Turkey againss
Russia in the Crimean War, which put Ten-
nvson's stirring “into the vallev of Death
rode the six hundred” on every longue,

Whilé in the Crimea [ sought Soviet per-
mission to visit that valley where the Light
Brigade, those cavalrymen who were un-
questioningly but to do and die, had

charged. But | was not allowed to go, Nor
was [ told the reason why

“The Crimean War really began in Beth-
lehem,” Yosef Uziely, then treasurer of Je-
rusalem, told me on the garden terrace of his
home near the Israel Museum, The Otto-
mans, he zaid, had trouble keeping peace
among Christian sects, who bloodied the
shrines with their strife. In 1853 Russia's
dispute with France over guardianship oi
Huaoly Land shrines came to g head. The Rus-
gians based their claims on the Byzantine
establishment of these shrines; the French,
on their reconguest by Latin crusaders

Riot broke out in Bethlehem's Church of
the Nativity. Several Orthodox monks were
killed. Tsdar Nicholas, accusing the Turkish
police of complicity, reasserted his claim
that he was protector of the sultan’s Ortho-
dax Christian subjects. invaded Turkev's
Danubian provinces, ordered his ships to
sea, and sank a Turkish fleet in port. The
specter of Russin cutting the England-to-
Indra lifeline spon brought Britain into the
wir, @ war which ended 17 months later
with the fall of Sevastopaol

“Now it's Russian against Russian in

A stitch in time, of gold and silver thread, helps restore a [5th-century embroidery
of Christ and the Virgin in a textile restoration leboratory of the art museum n
Bucharest, Romania. Such luxury goods were often the exclusive monopoly of
impiérial workshops, which during Justinian's time employed thousands of craftamen.

The Bvruntine Empire

i
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Day of wrath for Eastern Christendom, depicted on a Romanian fresco, come on

May 29, 1453, when Consmantinople fell after a seven-wieek stege by Mehmed IT and
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The True Cross of Christ, held by St
Helena and her son Constantine, adorms
a Cappudocian fresco (above).
According to legend, Helena—first
famous Christuan pilgrim to the f'fr?IJ.'
Land—not only found the Cross, but also
the tomb of Christ. Her son ordered a
magnificent building raised above the
Resurrection sito; parts are
incorporated in the present-day Church
of the Holy Sepulchre ( facing page,
foreeround) in Jerusalem’s Old City, The
Dome of the Rock, background, marks
the troditional site of Muhaommad’'s
dacension o hegven.

Constantine’s dream of a universal
church would not survive the Orthodox
split with Rome in 1054, But ali
Christendom, a guarter of mankind,
owes his empire an endurtng debt for its
spiritual and civic legacy,

¢ Gl

Jerusalem,” Mr. Uzielv wenton. ¥ The Sovi-
ets against the émigre Russians. Thev've
been battling in Israell courts for vears. Al
stake are millions of dollars of ecclesiastical
properties in Israel.”

In 1948 the new State of Isrnel, despernte
for diplomatic recognition, acceded to the
soviet demand that all Russian religious
holdings in Israel be turned over to its Or-
thodox Church in Moscow—despite their
belonging to the Russian Orthodox Church
Cutside of Russia, now headquartered in
New York City, The crowning ironv: After
the Six Day War in 1967, the Soviet Union
severcd refations with Israel,

TIS THE EVE of Easter in Jerusalem—

Easter by the Orthodox calendar, From
early morning, pilgrims have filled the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre for the cer-
emony of the holy fire. to me the most exalt-
ing ritual of the Eastern churches.

sgueczed against a parapet amid that
press of humanity, [ watch black-clad wom-
en kneel to spread oil on the Stone of Unc-
tion, said to be the <lab on which the body of
Jesus was ancinted, and press their weeping
faces against it

The thump of maces and rhyvthmac clap-
ping and chanting draw my eves to pha-
lanxes of the faithiul <lowly moving around
Christ's tomb i the center Of the rotunda. In
the banners and gleaming vestments [ see
Hyvzantium pass in review; skull-capped
svrians, Armenians in pointed hoods, tur-
baned Copts of Alexandria, Greek Ortho-
doxin cylindrical hats and robes of gold and
erimson and black.

Thnce cifching the tomb in solemn proces-
sion, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jeru-
zalem pausés at ils entrv. He steps inside.
The clamor in the rotunda fades to silence.
The churchis doark, the tension electric.

Suddenly, T see a lighted taper thrust from
the tomb—the holy fire, symbolizing Christ
rsing from the dead. Flamesleap from taper
to taper until the darkness is punctured by a
thousand herv holes. Tower bells thunder,
shaking the very walls. Cries rise in a multi-
tude of throats as the splintered churches of
Bvzantium coalesce into a <ingle masc< of be-
lievers celebrating the Resurrection.

“He is risen!” Through faith in this mir-
acle Byveantium hives. D
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E€ternal Easter




in a Greek Village

Photograpl
inhs by JAMES L. STANFIE]
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mountain in th manyv of our word
northers par of back to the timm
Rarpatiios, &n skand Homer, | he tools gsen

beitween Crete anrd Khodes




down by the <ca on a
beautiful nptoral harbor

But pirate attacks forced the
people to move up onto the
mountain in the ninth
century A.D, Until recentiyv
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villages on Karpathos
And there 15 still only one
felephone for the 600
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Yet these are the thing
that make Olimbos unigue
and we are very proud ol
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HE MIRACLE of manned flight was

achieved for the first time on November

21, 1783, near Paris's Boisde Boulogne

(below). On that date two wyoung

Frenchmen, Jean Francois Pilitre de
Rozier and Frangois Laurent, Marquis
d'Arlandes, made a 25-minute flight in a
hot-air balloon designed by the Montgolfier
brothers, Joseph and Etienne, A later flight
inspired one onlooker to declare that man at
last had solved the riddle of eternal life. In
fact, many were to die in the development of
hot-air and gas balloons.

Thizsyvearin celebration of ballooning’s bi-
centennial, the French Air Museum com-
missioned the construction of a replica of the
Montgoltier balloon (facing page) with an
envelope fashioned of coated nylon in place
of the original paper-and-linen fabnc. The

= ATEEY RALERMCHN PEFURLIECETN s TUHEERITE, BiWLis  aldiwd i
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Montgolfier balloon was designed with an
open gallery around the baze as a platform
for the pilots—a feature abandoned in favor
of the suspended gondola,

For all their engineering genius the Mant-
golfier brothers originally believed that
smoke, not hot air, provided the lifting ele-
ment for their balloon. Thev chase such
smoke-producing fuels as rotten meat, old
shoes, and wet strow for their early flights.

Seen here soaring above the 984-foot spire
of the Eiffe]l Tower beside the River Seine,
the Montzolfier replica rides cloudless skies
on a light summer breeze. Balloonists at the
Place de la Concorde five dayvs later were less

T80

fortunate. Thev had gathered to compete in
an event sponsored by the Aero Club of
France combining two races— one honoring
the U. 8. publisher and balloon enthusinst
James Gordon Bennett, the other commem-
orating the French inventors of the manned
gas balloon, Professor Jacques Charles and
assistants Jean and Nicolas Robert,

As an estimated crowd of 300,000 gath-
ered in the square for lift-off, gusting winds
and threatening clouds delaved the launch.
‘It was theworst launch weather I'veseenin
30 vears,” recalls one veteran halloonist

In an effort to avold the oncoming storm,
pilots Anderson and Ida launched in midai-
ternoon, followed by fellow American Cyn-
thia Shields and a German/Canadian entry,
Augsburg. Within minutes Anderson ra-
dioed to the race control center: “We're being
sucked upin this weather—I'd advize no fur-
ther launchings until conditions improve.”

The remaining 16 balloons battened
down as the storm struck the launch site.
Rain fell in torrents, lightning arced near-
by, and winds up to 35 miles an hour tore
at anchor ropes. Gas envelopes slammed
together, releasimg precious helium.

Within an hour and a half the storm
passed, and the 16 balloons lifted off in turn,
but prospects for the race were dim, With a
1,500-foot cloud ceiling the balloons flew at
low altitude, some with dramatic results.
Shortly after launch a Dutch pllot flew so
low he nearly callided with the Paris Opera
building and was abliged to land soon after.
Inamemaorable gesture race officials award-
ed the pilot & free season ticket for this
winter's performances.

Fewer than half the balloonists chose to
fiv at night. Most, including Shields, landed
before dark to the north and east of Pans.
Those who remained aloft included the
Americans Anderson and Jda and the Pol-
ish team. By next afternoon tragic news
arrived: Anderson and lda had died in
a landmmg accident near Bad Kizsingen,
West Germany,

Last to launch and last to land, the Polish
team won the Gordon Bennell tace with a
fhight of 428 miles, from Pars to a point
near the Czech border. The U. 5.' Rosie
Yilrrady’s Flying Cirons came second. with
a flight of 326 miles.

National Geographic, December [083










INGING IN THE RAILN, a pair ol

YOLUNE -I'!!H':IJ'-I-I.‘-T‘- left) 1rnare the

storm sweeping over tethered balloons
at the launch site in Place de la Con-
corde. Entries in the Gordon Bennett race
were official representatives of their re
spective countries. Those in the Charles and
Robert race—including pilots Shields, An-
derson, and lda—sparticipated privately
Sodden members of the British team
(abowve, from left) Nicholas Bosanguet and
Lilen Allan wait it out in their gondola
Veteran balloon pilot JToseph Kittinger
below), a retired Air Force colonel, makes
a last-minute rigeing check on Kosie
O'Grady's Flying Circus. Kittinper still
holds the world's high-aititude parachute

jump record—a leap of 102 800 feetin 1960

Balloon Roce
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ERIAL PARADE follows clearing skies
(left) as officials gve permission Lo re-
new launching. Balloons positioned

farthest downwind go first to avoid
collisions with neighbors. in this view look-
ing northward past the Obelisk of Luxor,
CHvmfnis rises ahead of the French Post (-
fice halloon, Megéve, poised for takeoff
Last in line, Polones and Raosie O'Grady's
Fiving Circus suifer no penalty, since the
onlv objective is distance
The event attracted balloonists from all
aviér the world, including multiple teams
irom West Germany and the U. S.. and one
fromasfarawayas Japan. It was"the Olym-
pics of ballooning; ™ one piot put i
Young French Scouts volunteer helping
hands beside the Amencan balloon (d
(xiory as crews make Hinal Adjustments in
ballast, mostlv sand, packaged 1n bags

lor controlled jettisoning
Partially inflated balloons (above) swell

with helium pumped in through flexible

hoses. European balloonists, accustomed to

the use of dangerous hvdrogen, welcomed

supplies of the safer gas

Clutching her pet, a Pansienne (right)

greets hift-off with an "Og-la-fal” * &
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4l Fantastic Hight
of Cote allr

By LCYNIHIA SHIELLS

(Y (GOY DR NOT TO GO? The storm
|. 1] EII._ 1 ll.:E'I_ llll 1l !:-I! LUsTINL
winds threatened to close the launch site

! t Don d 1 adarn read
taken off; the o i burg, wasea
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imboden. and | (above climbing sently



tables helow,
VOLIT

dces mathered around thi
and 1 thought, “Have some sand in
Lea, dears

A guick glance behind told me that A ugs
purg had hifted off, though o momentary
downdralt swept the balloon perilously
close to the ground. While Maxie's radio
warning agmnst further launchings came
within moments, Cole d Orwas already air-

horne, and there was nothing to do then but

e B

:.".-IEI |I 2 ':II'I 'i‘-'-ilr'!i 15 IFTeY O] .;‘I1I|k.'

fiv the race

Mechanically, I assessid our situation-
16 bags ol sand ballast—notenoughto risk a
night flight in such unstable conditions,
knowing from experience that updrafts and
downdrafts consume ballast. Our air-to-
ground radio did not function properly, and
I could only think of the concern reflected
in the eves of my crew-as we made our dra-
matic takeoff

National Geographic, December 19831
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\ canopy of darkness shrouded Paris  spread out before us. Only one major absta-

above) as Cote d'Or skimmed east of the cle loomed ahead, the massive 40-story col

Seine just ahead of the storm. From our gor umn of Tour Plevel, a modern skvscrapet
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loda the balloon A uweshure, iaving launched center foreground. But 1t was well Dedow us
immédiately behind Cofe d'Ch, appeareéd and we seemed headed tothe {e¢lt ol 1t 3¢

downdraft caught us, dropped us

chortly before beginning its descent and  hundred feet or more, and aimed us directly
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the building and our gondola swung inwird
agamnst the metal-and-concrete facade pro-
jecting out from heavy plate windows. And
then we were brushing along the side of the
building, towmg the gondola with three
cowering acronauts inside. [ had the curious
sensalion of a sleepwalker watching herown
dream, ar rather nightmare.

Had we ballasted just before or during
impact, the results might have been fatal
With increased buovancy the gas envelope
could have scraped its wav up the concrete
face of the bullding, probably rmpping the
fabric tw shreds and dumping us several
hundred feet to the street below. Instead,
Cote d'COr simplv rolled around a corner of
the building and spun gracefully away, ap-
parently no worse for wear.

None of us had panicked during the crisis
As we drifted away from the building, Otis
surveyed the lines overhead and reported,
“Everything seems okay, no problem.”
Rien's only renction was a shale of the head
and a muttered, “Oh boy, oh bov!"

It was literally our last contact with Paris.
Carried northward by the storm, we gradu-
allv left the citv and then the suburbs behind
and came to open country. Soon it would be
time to land. There was still plenty of hight,
<0 we could carefully pick ourown spot, and
we chose a small village whose name turned
aut to be Villiers-Adam,

At3p.m. we beran our descent, with Otis
on the dragrope, me at the release valve,
and Rien on the emergency rip line for the
gas envelope.

We landed like a feather, drifting across a
wheat field at a height of about three feet and
touching down at last m what 15 known
among balloonists as a “stand-up”™ landing
(abowve), Stepping out of the gondoln, we
were met by villagers who had seen the bal-
loon, and moments later by the owners of the
field, a farmer and wife named Plisson

“Brenmveny,”" people in the crowd ex-
clmmed, almost as though they had been
expecting us, Someone pulled out a map
(right) to show us where we were, north of
Paris. “Just over there,” he said proudly.
“lies Nesles-lasVallée, where the first
manngd pas balloon landed in 1783 You are
most welcome,™

It was incredible that we had come so
close to landing at the verv site that ended

R ¥

the Charles and Robert flight our race had
been planned to honor. 1 had read that one of
the earlier balloon landings had been met by
a crowd of suspicious peasants armed with
pitchtorks. Now, two centuries later, we
were greeted with traditional French kind-
ness and hospitatity, In return, we later paid
Monsieur Plisson for the minor damage we
had caused his wheat

Alter 4 toast ftom the champagne bottle |
had brought along, we packed up the bal-
loon. As souvenirs of our visit 1 presented
the Plizzons with a toy balloon and one of our
remaning bags of ballast

Then we hurried back to the iarmhouse.
There was a special event on television—the
launching of the hicentennial balloon race

from Place de la Concorde! R

National Geographic, Becembaer 983







Suspended beneath a gleaming bubble of helium, Viking Maru soars over Paris

LAST ASGENT OF




during the first moments aloft, The towers of Notre Dame rise in the distance.

A HEROIG TEAM




YPICALLY, when trouble came, their
first thought was of others. Caught n
violent updrafts shortly after launch,
Maxie Anderson and Don Ida spent pre
cious seconds radioing the ground in an
attempt to warn fellow balloonists of th
danger. Although two other
ready launched, the flight directo:
to delav lift-off moare than an hour for the re-
maining 16 balloons may
lives and prevented injuries

For the two vetéran Ander
son with wife, Patty (above), and Ida | fac-
ing page, top)—Lhe race

offered the chance to practice for a cher

crews hardl al
s clecision

well have saved
balloonists
centenniad

1shed goal: nonstop circumnavigation of the
earth by balloon. Anderson had already
flown more than a third of the distance—
some 9,000 miles—in three memorable
flights, The frst, with teammates Hen
Abruzzo and Larrv Newman, leaped the
Atlantic for the first ume by balloon, an
accomplishment for which the irio was
awarded the Natuonal Geographic Society s

John Oliver La Goree Medal.™

| he second flighl, with Anderson's sol
Krstian, then 23, set another record by
crossing  MNorth America nonstop. T Lhe
third flight, with Don Ida in a balloon chris
Lenedl Jiies spanned nearly 3,000
miles, from Luxor, Egvpl, 1o Hansi, India
hefore a small leak in the gas envelope forcied
the pair to land just short of a major hurdle,
the Himalavas. That was their first attempt
at an around-the-world theht.
*“In time they would have made 1t aro

the world,  decl alitchell, o long-
bme crew member and [riend

what 1t

pr
Y ErmE,

ires: Jin
muin knew meant to quit :
Ifi the race [ast june

P after initially being
P Tled

aloft by updratts, Anderson and Icda
Hew eastward across France, Luxembourg,
] West Germany at altitudes as
LR Tl
Medring the I
gagie I Has Landed v Een |
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ANNAH TO CHARLESTON

A Good Llfe 1N the

By JUOHN J. PUTMAIN
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HERE ARE many kinds of journeys,
but the best are journeys of discovery;
the discovery not only of places and
peaple you have not known before but
nlzo of forgotten parts of voursell. You can-
not foretell such a journey, but sometimes
vou may be given an inkling. As the plane
approached Savannah, T read again the
description of the place written by an
Englishman in 1733: “Every inzect here is
stronger than in England. The ants are half
an inch long and . . . will bite desperately.”
There was, another added, “an abundance
of torments, as Cock-roaches, Wood-ticks,
Sand-flies, Moskettos." A 190th-century vis-
itor wrote that the city looked “as if 30,000
people had gone out . . . into-a bowery for-
est glade, and. .. made summer-houses
amidst its flowers and plants,"” while a visi-
tor in our own century campared it o “a
beautiful woman with a dirty face.”

[ looked out on the city. She appeared as
an island, surrounded by great pine forests
and salt marshes; the river of the same name
swepl by heér, then sidled like a timber rattler
toward the sea, 12 miles away. She was a
special city, founded “for settling poor per-
sons of London,” and as & refuge for perse-
cuted Protestants of Europe. She wastobea
polvilot town, without pretension, without
rum, without slaves.

The journey I was to begin there would
lead across the river and a hundred miles
north, through the Low Country of South
Carolina to Charleston. [ was to look mto re-
cent developments: the restoration of the
historic cores of the two cities, so that they
have become among the most beautiful in
the United States; the development of
resorts and retirement communities on the
coastal islands; a great surge in tourism; a
growing tide of newcomers seeking the Sun-
belt; a swelling concentration of the nation's
strategic military forces, There wastalk of a
quickening in this once sleepv region, of
change. | wondered. In the South, the pres-
ent seldom breaks clear of the past

I had barely settled into a room in one of
the city’s old houses, close by Chippewa
Square, when a lady volunteered: “Let me
tell vou about Savannah. In Charleston
they'll ask, “What's vour family?' In Augusta
thev'll ask, ‘What's vour church?' In Savan-
nah thev'll ask, "What's vour drink? " I had

BO2

to believe her, for I had arrived just in lime
for 5t. Patrick's Day. Savannahians bill
their celebration as the second largest in the
nation. It may well be.

I began the day with Mass at the crowded
cathedral; went to an Irish bar, elbow-to-
elbow at 9:30 a.m., the jukebox playing
“Danny Boy" and “Dixie”; watched the
great parade; was escorted to other houses,
other parties; was throst inte a tuxedo to end
the evening at the annual Hibernian Society
dimner—Irish songs, filet mignon Killarney,
bourbon. The next day was for rest.

SAT IN THE 5UN in one of the city's
sguares, amid live oaks and Spanish
moss and great explosions of azaleas.
How beautiful this city 1s. 1 thought. It
was asif parts of Dublin or London had been
picked up and set down on some subtropical
island. The houses were part of it, hand-
some but not too grand, built in the 1300%
on profits from shipping cotton to England.
But it was also the plan of the city. Seldom
has one man marked a citv's face so strongly
as James Oglethorpe when he laid out Sa-
vannah on Renaissance ideals of balance
and proportion, The city was conceived asa
series of wards, each with its own square.

The last of the city's 24 sguares was built
by 1855, These squares distinguish the city,
give it repose. Rush down Bull Street on an
urgent matter, and by the time vou've
passed the second square, vou begin to won-
der nbout that urgency. Sit in one at eve-
ning, as shadows deepen, and the present
seems to melt away.

Youseem to hear the scratch of a quill pen
as one of the colony's first secretaries de-
scribes his fellow colonists: “poor unfortu-
nate men, who were render'd incapable of
living at home . . . a parcel of poor people.”
Or the earnest young cleric John Wesley ad-
dressing his beloved in a garden: “T am re-
solved, Miss Sophy, if I marry at all, not to
do it till 1 have been among the Indians.™
(Miss Sophy wed another; John went back to
England and later founded the Methodist
Church.) Or the clop of horses as city fathers
ride out to surrender their city to General
Sherman's forces. “Where resistance is
hopeless, it is criminal to make it."

But Savannah almost lost it all: the
squares, the houses, the beauty. Savannah's
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economic dechne beean with the Civil War
and lasted averviongtime. By the 19505 the
central city was largely a shell, Fine houses
hod become 2lum lenements or were a
doned, the squares run over, voung people

rone 1o the snburbs. Modern-minded devel-

LS

[ hie old market was demol-
ished to make way for a parking garage, A
fine old house was to be razed to create a

parking lot for a funeral home

opers moved In

A handiul of Ssavannah women, including
Mrs, Reuben Clark, now 86, perceived the

Everything goes with green on St
Putrici's Pay in Savannah, and raimy

citn 't fuaze parade
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danger. “We decided that =omething had
o be done, that we were going to start
organizing

I'he son of one of them, Leopold Adler 11,
o voung investment broker, went Lo see o
block of row housez slated for demolition.
The buver wanted the Savannah oravs, the
[ineé old bricks

“1 went into one house in
1957." Lee Adler said, "and | looked out
over the park and to the cathedral—it was
winter and o many trees were bares and yvou
ind | thought, my
Grod, we are just absolutely crazy!”

He remembered his vears as president of
Historic savannah Foundation, founded in
1935, "We zot professionnl estimates of the
tourist potential, o professional Inventory of
notewortiny butdings—we had 1,100 1T he
only way we could save them was to buy
then
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notes. We established
fund, added a line af credit

‘We bought up huge amounts of proper-

revolving

] [}

tv. Since we realized we didn't have the
money 1o restore all these buildings, we had
to get othér people to do it by getting the
propéerty into their hands, We sold about a

hundeed bulldines, and the rest were done

unls attracted 1o the i

A 0
Lee and many others moved on to the Vi
torian district, bulit in the late 18005, a won-

derland of eingerberead. Federal tax breaks
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now make raising capital easier; rent subsi-
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dies enable the area’s residents,

black. mainlv poor, 1o remain

HE SAVING of Savannah has guick
ened the aitv's pulse. Tourism 15 the
fastest growing industry. “Last vear we
facd tvwo mllion visitors,  a chamber ol
commerceafiicial said. “They spent 150 mil-
And 90 per-
cent came Lo see il hotses, Bul part of
savannah's charm is that it 15 not just & mu

seum city, but a sinewy, hardworking cit

lion dollars: that's big league
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Seventeen hundred ships a vear come up the
river, some containerships so large it seems
thev're sure to sideswipe the néw hotel on
River Street. Theyv a4 in the

products of the earth WO
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the wall, untal they decided to negouate”;
helped file the lawsuits on school mtegra-
tion; helped reach agreements with “young
white candidates seeking to unseat old white
politicians” so that blacks could gain access
to public offices and jobs,

“We've come a long way, " he said. “Now
there are people in position, black and
white, who are working for progress. A
great deal of pushing remains to be done—
for more jobs, better schooling.™

Now that Mr. Law had laid down some
legdership roles, he had turned to new inter-
ests; n black heritage trail, “to show Sa-
vannah from the black perspective’; a
black-heritage museum, “a wonderful old
Victorian house, with unusually fine ginger-
bread " 1 looked at Mr. Law, grav-haired,
tired that evening, and in my mind’s eyve 1
saw a smnll bov pulling a wagon full of laun-
dry, a woman beside him, talkingto him.

AT KIND of city is Savannah? It
has astatue to the “Waving Girl," and
evervone knows her legend, Charlie
Hopkins, a tugboatman with a weath-

ered face and one earring, knew her.

“She was thesister of the light tender, and
he used to light all the lights in the river.
They lived in a house about halfway down
the river. My mother was a friend of hers,
and we used to stop by and see her. She'd
come down on the dock with all her dogs
She had about a dozen collies.

“She looked exactly like that statue. Old
maidish. Wore long clothes, vou know, hke
spinsters used (o do. Like 1 sav, she started
waving to the ships just because che was
there, and the ships staried blowing their
whistlez every time they came by,

“And it just got to be, and the legend grew
that her lover had gone to sea and never re-
turned—and she was waving to each ship in
the hope that he was onit. Truth is, she did
it, well, just outof boredom. I guess. Just she
and her brother lived there, and it was very
isolated, the only way in and out by boat."

To take the tale of a lonely spinster and

fashion it into-a love story; well, that's Sa-
vannahian, I left the city with regret.

The little city of Beaufort les halfway
between Savannah and Charleston, Ante-
hellum homes hine the waterfront. Their
architecture bespeaks a Barbadian angin:
great lawns, verandas, When 1 walked |ts
streets, | seemed to sense a préternatural
quiet, a5 if something was amiss. One dav
Larry Rowland. a university history profes-
sor there, told me what had happened

“Well, before the Civil War, there was
vast wealth here, an arvistocracy. Tt was
based on cotton, slaves. And just poof, i
went away. They got themselves into the
Civil War, Robert Barnwell Rhett, the ‘fa-
ther of secession,” lived right there, Beaufon
was the first city in the Deep South seized by
Union forces; it served-as a base fora block-
ading squadron. Well, of course the planters
didn't pay taxes on their land to the federal
government, so that government seized it
and sold it off. A lotto freed slaves.

“In other parts of the South, the planters
lost the war and their slaves, but not the
land. They could rebuild, perhaps, but these
guyvs had no chance. They had lost their land
and their slaves, and their slaves were oocu-
pying their land and owned it legally. So the
old planter families never returned; very few
of them ever came back to Beaufort. Others
moved 1o, mostly from up-country.”

Larry sensed a quickening in the old town
now, “See that bouse? Used to live there.
Heard it sold the other day for £5350,000.
Has to be outsiders. Nobody here has that
kind of money.” The quickening was in-
spired by a national guest for the Sunbelt,
the sen, lovely places. Land that had grown
cotton, been abandoned, grown into timber
was now vielding 2 new crop.

WOARCHING BRIDGES lead to Hil-
ton Head, first of the Sea Islands' great
modern resort and retirement com-
munities. Its 13,500 resident=s had just
voled to incorporate the island and its
plantations, as the large developments are

Epitaphs of liberty from times of slavery mark the gruves of " free persons of
color” vistted by el rights leader W W Low in Savannah s oldest block cemetery
The haif-block city integrated most public places before courts required (.

Law remembers af the era, " Not umusgally viotent . . . but we had a struggle, ™

Natienal Geographic, December 19583
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Airborne breakfast arrives via royal tern at a Sea Islands nesting ground
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Left in their notural state, the (slands slowly retreat shoreward befl

sed level, delivering spaside forests to the surf as on Daufushie Island's

price of S300.000. And 1 pet none of the én-
hanced value. " It amounted to millions and
millions of dollars

1 wondered what had shaped his vision
“larowing up in a family that valued a live
oak and miasses of azaleas; exploring this is-
land after my father and business gssociates
bought thousands of acres 1o harvest the
timber; a course at Vale Law' School on pri
vate land manapement; a [ascination with
books and magazines on architecture: 1 had
meant to be a lawver., but these things all
came together.

He remem bered the early dayvs: buving his
family's 4,500 acres with borrowed money;

=4

wilking the propertyin his boots, getting his
ideas; struggling tosell the next few lots.

All that was over: he had shown the way
Hut another, vounzer man on Hilton Head
was Just beginning his adventure. Charles
Cauthen is tall and bearded, with an up-
country acceni. He and his partners had
bought half of Diofuskie Island, jost across
Calibogue Sound. No bridee reached theis-
land, 1t had grown back mto forest, fewer
than 100 peo

Me. Cauthen and his partners planned
to develop an elegant resort. There was to
he regular ferry service, the banning of

hig lots with fine houses. a

e lived there, mostly black.

automobiles,

National Ceoeraphic, ecemher 1983
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Jim and Carol Alberto, also young, also
white. Thev had answered an ad, come fora
vear, staved nine, Now they were leaving.
The memories would be bittersweet: the
frustrations, the boat trips in winter, the in-
evitable frictionsin a small community, The
pupils had dwindled from 22 to 11, would
probably dwindle again next viéar.

“Thev'd be better off in a bigger school,"
Carol said, “where they are able to mingle
with others. Peer pressure is often helpful
Thev don’t have it, they don't realize their
own potential.”

William “Hamp"” Bryvan, 79, sat on his
porch and remembered the back times. ¥0Oh,
the island was crowded in those days, 750
population, but now I don't think there's 100
head. They farmed, had an ovster factory.
Oh, ves, peoples were doing a lot of farming.
See those pines? People farmed there, And
it's growed up inte a swamp,” He thought
development of the island might be good.
“Be more jobs. Ain't nothing around here to
do no job on, Best part of the vounger peo-
ple, they have to leave.™

Postmistress Billie Burn, white, said, *1
don’t want to see development, to see nature
lose so much; but if something isn't done,
we're all gonna be gone.” The fear of the is-
land's dying was as pervasive as the island’s
great silence, But change was coming. The
developers had tucked an office into the old
hghthouse, brought over a horse and surrey
to carry around prospective buyers,

LACK and white all mix'd together,
B Inconstant, strange, nnfealthful
weather

Burning heat and chilling cold
Dangerous to both voung and old
Boisterous winds and heavy vains
Fevers and rivumatic pains

Agues plenty without doubi

Sores, boils, the prickling heat and
youl. ..

Thus an 18th-century sea captain
deéscribed Charleston. She has =survived
more: had fires, hurricanes. tornadoes,

garthquakes, bombardment by sea and by
land, two enemy occupations. She stands on
her peninsula today like an 18th-century
Venice, old white houses ghittering bv the
seq., an air of great times past. Her hevday
was the 1790s, when the sailing ships from
Europe followed the trade winds in a wide
southern loop through the West Indies. Mi-
raculously, that age is preserved in the jum-
bled streets, the old houses—by one count,
73 from pre-Revolutionary times; 1306 from
the late 158th century, 623 built before 1240,

I tnok a room mn one of those old houses,
7 Meeting Street. [ was awakened in the
mornings by sunlight spilling through tall
windows, the soft sound of voices outside,
the clip-clop of the horse-drawn tourist wag-
ons proceeding to their stations,

[ learned that Charleston had been u pio-
neer in preservation, in 1931 passing the
first historic-district zoning ordinance, That
Charleston was first is not surprising. Does
not the citv seal, dating from 1783, pro-
claim: “She guards ber bulldings, her cus-
toms, and her laws"? In that order.

Individuals and organizations joined to
save old houses and peighborhoods that, as
in Savannah, had been ravaged by hard
times, Each spring some 70 houses are open
to tours; neighborhoods continue to be re.
vived; and, a« in Savannah, tourism is a
fast-growing industry.

To walk the streets of Charleston is to be
whisked back not only to antebellum but
aiso Lo colonial times; narrow lanes, olean-
der lined; churches with pew stalls and clas-
sical severity; public builldings, small,
remindful of Greek or Roman temples;
houses with fretwork and spiral staircases,
formal dining rooms and the great verandas
that Charlestonians call piazzas,

I wanted to clear up two puzzrlements
about Charleston houses. Why were many
built with one end, rather than the front, o
the street; and why were what appeared to
be porches or verandas called prazzas? Praz-
sa, after all, i an Italian word meaning a
square oropen space. I talked with historian

A neat set of courts drows the tennis-minded to Hilton Head's Sea Pines
Plantation. Opened in 1958, the carefully planned island resort community has
beent emulated ot several coastal leisure retreats designed ro provide services and
security for homes and focilities that blend with the island’s natural beauity.
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Jumbo shrimp tip the scul
Gullah is still heard. This Low Country ebastul tongue blends archaic English
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Robinson cast for muller (above). Eigi

it vears on the (siand, Bates has often
hefriendad itz 60-zome remadining black notives:. He now seérves as d real eéstate agent,
selling land owned primarily by hetrs who have left the once thriving comurmity

Large-scale outside owners hold two-thirds of the island,
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Crene Waddell, who had 1gst |||'|"_'||,'!-.-:| | Onic histonan told me: " Tradibonally in

ten-viear study ol Uharleston houses America it has beensufficient to have mone
Prazza? When BEnghizh architect Img to get into society; in U harteston that doesn t

Jones came back from Italy to London, he count. What counts 1s lineage, and that has

designed Covent Garden, putting in a piaz been true for 200 vears.”

zivand a colonnade. But the Englich thoughi fo learn aboul those tamihies, 1 went ou

the colonnade, not the open space, was the  to Middleton Place, a plantation that has

piazza, and thev began to call any covered been inthe same family {or neariy three cen-
walk a pinzza. Well, thatusage got here, and  turies, Itisopen to the public. Visstors relish

Wi Tind the w -!|| 1N a2 -_-I-.fllll act ar 1,700 (L5 16T .I

rrdens and butterfly lakes, thi

Sow Ul have to tell vou aboul those Houses, Aable vards with anmmals and craltsmed

which are called Charleston single houses he house filled with period furnishings.
| |:|_". e I|.'-. ONe TOOI W il i |.||.:.:'J.I.'.'- [:".I'.L ROAY TTMAasicl ".'- .1'|-'|.-|'..'. LT

*1 think they evolved from row houses el me through it Portraits of ancestors
long and narrow. here had been 8 senes of imned Low Country history: Henry Mid
fires, and 1t became necessary to get awm dieton, who recéetved the original 7 Z5-acri
from row houses, Lo provide firebreaks: So
vou began to gel 3 house, thén an open
space, then a house, and 50 on. 1'he smngle
!‘|I-=I_-|' .-.I'| [RE MoOwW DNouse have E..II'l_ {Im
min features: the chimney sol mnside Lhe
wall, the back wall hlgnk or almost biank.”
Indeed ., it often oy [HEETE d asif a hlock of row
||||'I-|_'- had een _|I|-i.|'|| apart. a lovelv rar
len inserted between ¢ach

“Mow, because the street door of these
nouses usually led into & merchant's shop, a
door was opened farther back for a famaly

LT nCE, A ther Ior a -|.:'. = ENLTAance '['Eh-

overed walkwa | pAFEea
'he Charleston single house, mmatially a
recsidence above a business, evolved into
nlv a residence, Lhe piazzns into verandas
[ntime, Charleston's old houses appeared
ASCO] i '|||;:"-_ |Ii-.' |':.: nimesartinentat cal
pEls, Lwnersops shtfted among old famllie:
or o wealthy outsiders; a few wiere convert
el into inns or condominiums. o one hked
to see¢ one emply. One woman described th
nouse she grew up in: "1t 'was a big wooden

howse, ten rooms, nothine remarkable, A

I.Ii.::'.|-i l'!I!ll'I-:' III-I'|! !-:" H|I||_i| |l'- i
ouple from New York State, IDid nice
things to it, but thev don't hive there so e ever present past pervades
much. I'm sorry aboot that " lowntown Charleston, where round
"earthguake bolta™ of an ald hoLsd
S CHARLESTOMNMS nld houses survivi (facing page) reinforced brick walls
<0 too do the old {families, those tha ifter @ terrible guake in 886
macde their fortunes 1n the deerskin [talion maesfro Gian Carle Menott
i 1 it i ] :.l:' e '.ll.” E ¥
trigcle, as merchants, and a EANIETS abowe) Nos Drougnt e spoweto | s
p b g f the arts here annually since 1977
[ rice, indigo, cotton—and that ruled the : : .
: : LY {7 Tiddi e r OF CRtEuTrYE €Venils
cityv and reglon Venetian stvle, as-an oligar-

chv, proud. mward-looking



Berth-day grecting and a doughter borm while he was gone wel

crewman 1 im Kollman homie aft Charleston s moval base (Teft). H
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into 20 plantations and 530, 000 acres and =t
had ttme to serve as a president of the First
Contnental Congress; Arthur Miuddleton, a
signer of the Declaration of Independence
William= Middleton, a signer of the Ordi-
nance of Secession. Thus Williams, like oth
er =outh Carolinians, had acted to rend the
Union his forebears had helped to create
“We know that all the old families inter
married many bmes,
Middleton's children mammed an Izard, a
Manigault, a Rutledge, a Drayvton, a Pinck.
ney, a smith, and a Parker. And that's just
Henrv's children. Arthur’s children married
almost all the same families. And the second
Henrv Middleton's children married almoaost
all the same families too. So today it's ven
difficult to find a Pinckney or a Rutledee

X

Charles sand, “"Henry

CIMTIE [

w0 a Middleton or an lzard "™

s0cial rituals strengthen bonds of blood
discreel parties, finge manners, societies ke
the St

who Isnt 3

Cecihia, “In order to become a meém-

¥
biten told, “one's father has 1o
and for generations
vack . Monev cannot buv vour wav in, lack

uf money cannot keep vou out

ilq"',” ! II.I']I

have heen 2 member

But changes had occurred. spurred in
part by economics. To preserve the core of
Middleton Place, Charles had formed a cor-
peration to perpetuate family stewardship
and a foundation to administer the national
historic landmark for public benefit. To pro-
vide capital, he was selling a §

_ few select

homesites and planning a small country inn
Another scion said; "Anvone who wants
o keep pace with what is happening in the
reitl world really cannot affor

to lvie tn the
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traditional patterns that one’s ancestors did.
We live in a high-speed world, and we've got
tostay withit. lf we don't—well, Charleston
15 @ very popular place, and someone from
the cutside will come in and do the things
that must be done.”

Outsiders are already in evidence, entre-
preneurs large and small, young people to
man the restaurants and shops, all seeking
not only opportunity but also a special place.

Mavor Joseph P. Riley, Jr., isa symbaol of
change himself. (Of Irish stock, he represents
a new generation and has pledged to make
Charleston “a city for all its citizens," He
sketched vigorous plans for growth; annex-
ing areas across the Ashley River, revitaliza-
tion of the old business district, a hotel and
conference centér, a waterfront park. He
had worked to bring to the city Gian Carlo

A Crood Life in the Low Country

severnl defense installations that provide the area’s biggest source of income
Leaving home port, o nuclear submarine (above) heads down the Cooper River

Menotti's Spoleto Festival ot Two Worlds
davs and nights filled with music, dance,
Lheater,

At times the old housés concentrated
sputh of Broad Street, on the tip of the penin-
siula, seemed an elegant fortress, the last
hastion of an old and gracious way of life.

UMMERTIME an' the luin' ix easy
oh, vo' daddy's vich, an’ vo' ma i3
good-iooRin’. DuBose Hevward drew

on his awn cily in creating the novel
Porgy, basis of the opera Porgy and Bess
Cabbage Row, an old black tenement, be-
came Catfish Row; Samuel Smalls, a enip-
pled beggar, was transformed into Porgy
There are people who still remember Mr.
smalls. “T dearly remember that black man
in the cart. 1 think he would ride down the

823







street. [ never talked with him. Thecart was
sguare-looking; shaped like this book, you
know. And the old goat pulhing it

(GGeorge Gershwin spent months in and
around Charleston gathering material and
muotifs for the opera, visiting the islands, go-
ing to black churches, listening to gospel
music, joining in the “shouts. ™

There are those who remember the is-
lands in those dayvs and even belore, among
them Septima Clark, a distinguished civil
rights leader, She went over to Johns Island
in 1916 to teach. “ Big{arms were there when
I went over; cotton and corn and white pota-
toes. The women who had voung babies,
they would put them in little pasteboard
boxes at the head of the rows they were
working in. Thev had a piece of fresh lard
and some sugar, and they put it in a cloth
and stick that in the babies’ mouths for a
pacifier, to keep them guiet. That s the way
thev did. It was hard for those babies. They
couldn't fight off the flies and the mosgui-
toes, and so they just stayed there with those
hites: And top many of 'em died

“The sea was all around, and thev could
vet fish of all kinds, Alligators were plenti-
ful. They Killed them in the springtime, put
the meat out on the side of the houses, =ali-
curid it Yep." And she remembered the
Promised Land School: two rooms, 132 chil-
dren, no toilet, a water bucket and dipper.

Az perfect as toy soldiers, two
companies of the Creadel's all:
male cadet corps form ranks at
barracks in Charleston (left). In
1861 the cadets of this state
military college fired some of

the first shots of the Covil VWar,
Today about half of its groduates
enter the armed forces ax officers.
President Emeritus CGeen. Mark
Clark—here with fishing
companion Bill Cooper in
Charleston Harbor (right)
retired from the Armiy tn 1953 to
head the college for 11 years
after commands that included
Allied forces thot [tberated Kome
it 1944 and United Nations
forces (n the Korean War

A Good Life in the Low Cauntry

When 1 went to Johns Istand, 1 talked
with Bill Saunders, a black leader. He had
come back from the Korean War deter-
mined to change things. “Today on the is-
land myv wife is chairman of the school
hoard, where once there was no black.
Thres of mv children have been president of
the student body at 5t. John's High School,
a place where T could not go.” There are now
a medical facility, retirement units, a home
for the aging.

Problems remained, One black said,
“People have an ideg the city of Charleston
wants to annex or control Johns Island.
Thev feel threatened, pinched.™

There was, he said, apathy among the
voung. And there was the land igsue. The
development of nearby Kiawah and Sea-
brook Islands had drawn speculators. Much
of the black land was poorly deeded, or split
among many heirs—"heirs’ land.” It re-
guires only one heir to throw the whole prop-
erty into the courts, The promised land was
not vet at hand, the future still uncertain. 1
wits invited to come back for church, " First
Sunday is best." I said 1 would

N CHARLESTUN vouo never go very
long without being reminded of one sear-
ing aspect of human experience: war.
Walk along the Battery. Fort Sumter sits

down the harbor like some Cyclops, dark,




brooding. You pass cadets from the Citadel,
the Military College of South Carolina—
white uniforms, pale-hiue shoulder boards.
Their predecessors fired what many consid-
er the first shots of the Civil War, driving
away i ship seeking to resupply that fort.

There are the resident generals. Mark
Clark, 87, full of vears and repose. His was
our Homeric war, far-flung, hero laden.
And Willlam Westmoreland, traveling
about the countrv to help rally the morale of
his men, Vietnam veterans, the returning
Armyv the nation chose to ignore.

There istheair base, itsC-14 15 lumbering
over the city, gaining altitude, then heading
toward Europe, Africa, or South America.
And there is the naval base, third largest
in the nation: 24,000 sailors, 10 minesweep-
¢rs, 30 cruisers, destrovers, and frigates,
10 submuarines. Half the subs are arimed
with nuclear missiles, their mission “to be
underneath the water where the Russians
can’t detect us—where nobody can—and to
be ready to launch those missiles within 15
minutes of receiving the order.”

[ slipped through the sail hatch and down
the ladder in the Nathan Hale, SSBN 623.
The captain, quiet-spoken, a Coloradan,
led me through his ship: the little galley
where 600 meals a day are prepared for the
150-man crew; the enlisted men's sleeping
area, with racks hung three high; the torpe-
do room with its shiny green torpedoes; the
missile compartment with its computers and
benign-appearing cviinders: “This is the
weapons officer’s station,” the captain said.
“This 15 the training trigeer." It was black
and resembled a pistol grip with a trigger.

“The actual one is similar, only it is red
and locked in a safe there, Only the weapons
officer has the combination and can get it
But he cannot act alone. I have a kev that [
must insert in the control room. But [ can't
get myv key until two other officers agree |
should have it. It is locked in a safe that |
don't have accessto."

I talked with some enlisted men, average
age 23. One said there was little spare time

on patrol. *There's the watches tostand, the
qualifving for the next rank." When there
was spare time, he read, "One thing I read, 1
don't read enough. I'm a Christian, and 1
read my Bible. That's & help at times. You
know, vou're out there and the Lord’'s out
there too, and He can help yvou.™

The Nathan Hale was soon to leave on pa-
trol. She would slip downrnver, out Lo sea,
and submerge. Nobody would hear from
her, nobody would know exactly where she
was until some two months later when she
would surface again off Buoy Two Charlie.

N FIRST SUNDAY 1 was. as prom-
wsed, back on Johns Island, at Wesley
United Methodist Church. A large
mural in the sanctuary depicted Jesus

carrving the Cross, # black man helping
Him. The choir came down the center aisle,
marching and singing in svncopation: We'sre
marching to Zion, beautifil, beautiful
Zion . . . the beautiful city of God.

Speakers exhorted the congrezation.
“Whenvou goout, vou'll be measured by the
white man's vardstick. So stay 1n school,
study, work.” Some spoke in Gullah, the
Low Country tongue drawing on English
and African words, all speeded up, unintelli-
gible to outsiders. The minister urged: “Seek
ve first the Kingdom of God. . . . Put yvour
feet onsolid ground. | . . Take vour problem
to God and leave it there.” We sang: In
the sweet byv-and-by, we shall meet on that
beantifil shorve and Therve is pow'r, pow'r,
wonder-working pow'r, mthe preciows blood
of the Lamb, An older man next to me pro-
vided a refrain to songs and sermon; *'Yes-
zir, we'llall be together Lord. . . . Yes, Jesus
fix it for vou.” There was Communion and
the service ended with a gospel song, I'n the
evening, when the sun is going down. . . .

We stepped out into the churchvard and
tilked in the shade of live oaks and their
moss. The service had reminded me of a
tide. It had reached an emotional high, and
those who had cried out had been comfort-
ed;thenit had receded. 1climbed intomy car

Graduation-day gift for Ashley Hall senior Maureen Riopel wins the approval
of classmate Paige Canaday in a drawing room at the private girls' day school in
Charleston. All 31 groduates of the class of ‘83 planned to attend college The
mugjority will come out tn Charleston society in this winter’s debutante season.
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Seaside drive challenges golfers at the

Wild Llynes course o isie of falims

which boomed as ¢ Charleston holidomy
»s =

spot carly n ths century when o raxi irogd
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and started hack to Charleston, It occurred
| marching to Lion 1n one
Wiy or another, and that the recogmtion of
this softens life in the Low Country,

"he sailor out under the MNorth Atlanti
with his Bible, the Citadel cadets in their

Lo methal weare a

pretty unitforms, the toursts in the horse-
irawn wagons. the developers with their
hlueprints, W. W. Law sitting in his parlos
in his postman’s uniform, me picking up
speed onthe blacktop. All marching to Lion
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nthis realization. The
until the recl-
clacker

ind vou notice that the tide has

Nature here helps i
marshes seem sitlent, stil
winged blackhird armves with his
like call
ety
hare, glistening
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leaving the mudbangks

Lhiév are sthall and on 8 human scale. and so

vou often speak or nod Lo passershy on the
sidewalks, athirming their and vour own

The church steeples reaffirm old

humanity
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others came before,

verities, particulariy an awareness aof some
thing bevand ourselves, while the grave-
those churches remine s

that we did nol come
from nothing: and the old houses, great or

(1 ...-|._ al . riffer 110t ll'l]_‘. theirl PAULY O | harm
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but alzo a reminder of the generations who
inhabited them, who within them laughed.
schemed, strugeled, died

Adl, in their own way, in their own time,

marching to Lion







Cock-of<the-Rock:
Jungle Dandy

ARTICLE AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY PEPPER W. TRAIL

LIKE SQUABBLING NEIGHBORS, male cocks-of-the-rock

p threaten each other with strident calls and flapping
wings in defending their territories in a Suriname

rain forest. After several years of study, the author
reveals the extraordinary habits of these brilliantly

colored, little-known birds.




EY! HEY!
lnsistend
strangely
the bird's ¢a
my attention as I walk along a
crude trail 1n the rain forest
Looking up, 1 =ee 8 male Gui-
anan cock-of-the-rock perched
in thetangied ltanas. The bird s
dazziing orange plumage glows
againzt the dark foliage, and his
helmeted  head bobs up

down as he scalds me fearlessly
Obzerving the pattern of col
ored plastic bands on my call-
er'slegs, Lidentify him as an old
triend that 1 had captared and
marked three vears previoush
I have just retourned to this re-
mote ares in the Raleigh Falls-
Voltzberz Nature Reserve in
suriname (map, facing page)
i resume  m)
these colorful,
UnsUng creatures
wly destinatlon 15 a8 jungle

HEY!
and

human.

FVELS

p and

research  on
elusive, and

b ¢
Pl

ovm of vines (above) & few hun-
dred feet farther along the trail.
Here this male and 51 of his ri-
vals gather every morning dur-
ing the mating season to form
one of the most spectacular
courtship groups known in the
animal world.

The pigeon-size Guianan
cock-of-the-rock (Kupreola ri-
picola) 15 & member of the neo-
trapical family of birds called
the cotingas, found in remote
areas of South Amerca {rom
Colombirand Venezuela east to
French Guiana, and in Brazil
noarth of the Amazon,

Though wunrelated to the
chicken, the muole bird earned
the name “cock™ because of 1ks
rooster-ike appearance and
combative behavior. The fe-
malé hird added the “rock™ to
the name because of her habit of
nesting and rearng theé voung in
sheltered rock niches,

Despite the reports of two
mid-19th-century naturnlists,
the behavior of the cock-of-the-
rock was not described by orni-
thologists until 1961, when the
late E. Thomas Gilliard ob-
served three displaving males at
a site in the mountains of south-
ern Guvana. *

Dir. Gilltard's work, extend-
ed by the British ornithologist
David Snow, revealed that the
cock-of-the-rock is among the
warld’s few birds that exhibit
complex secial courtship be-
haviar at leks

A lek iz a place where a group
of males gathers together in a
dense cluster to claim end de-
fend mndividual terntories used
solely for courtship and mating
Each male cock-of-the-rock on

"See “Stronge Courtship of th
Cock-ol-the-Rock,” by Dr. Gilliard
1 the - Janiury 1962 SATHONAL

(o E Ol B PELL
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or near the ground m the dbove
photograph i= located on such a
territor

Lek probably derives from a
Swedish word meaning “to
play,” and the courtship capers
of groups of cocks-of-the-rock
and other lek hirds do indeed
resemble piay. For the birds

themselves, however, “lek-
king” is serious business.
Males compete intensel

among themselves for the own-
ership of desirable display sites
s0 that they may court visiing
females. The results of both
competition and courtship de-
termine the number of matings
c¢ach male performs, and hence
the number of otfspring each 15
able to contribute to the next
EFENETatinn.

For the successful male, the
benefits are enormous, One ex
traordinary male performed
more than 30 percent of all

Covk-af-the-Rook! Jungle Dandy

matings for three successive
vears at the lek I studied. For
the average male, however, the
oddsare decidedly dismal; more
than half fail to mate in any
EIVEn Vear,

The unusual reproductive
behavior of the males devel-
oped in part because an abun-

dant supply of fruit hberated
them from parental feeding
chores. The femnle, clad in

drab brown for concealment
from predalors, builds the nest .
incubates the eggs, and raises
her voung by herself. Indeed,
the only time the two sexes in-
teract 1= during that brief penod
of courtship and mating,
When I began this study,
many of these {Acts Were uncon-
firmed. No ornithologist had
ever observed actual mating
of the cock-of-the-rock or fol-
lowed its complete nesting cy-
cle. The goal of my research

Atlantic Ocean

Faramarii

Copperacie — W T

Kiver—
N S @
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B ature reserve

was to individaally
color-hand an
undisturbed
population of male
and female birds
and observe their courtship
mating, and nesting behavior
for several vears. Only through
detailed, long-term study can
the mvstenes of the birds' be-
havior be unraveled,







RESTLING match
ErUnLs ||'."1 WEENn TwWao
males (abowel fun-
ously fighting tfor

.I.I .III

territory as another watches cu
ripiikly. The birds lock thets
poweriul talons together, flnil
at each other with their wings,
i |

FLIE [ |||:-|:i'|:'
Such mat

occastonaliv
hescan inst a=long as
three hours and leave the com-
baitants panting and exhausted

It there 15 not 4 clear winner,
the birds rest awhile and then
fight again until superiority has
been established. Fights are not
uncommaon because the display
territories of cocks-of-the-rock

r_ .I. 'I' =1 ;-.I' .I III-I . |r.1:-| .I .I:. I.|I.|.|I"|I ;_I.III .II Ill-'ll- |I |

Ve

E.ach 15

are among the most tightly ¢
tered of any lek bird
centered around a cleared pat( h
nf ground—the "court™—abou
three feet in digmeter,

s0 claim ter-
ritorial perches in the vines
above, an individual's territor

Since the birds a

includes the alrspace above the
Cort, cvimder
about five teet wide and as high
as 51X feed

The close proximity af ter
ritories
encounters at their borders (fac-
ing page), where Lhe birds pos-
ture and threaten each other

ENWEring SETOLUS

COHNIPTISITNE A

ARRICE=IVE

prompls

Wit ot

combait, Alter 2 minute or two
of wing flapping and noisemak
ing, these birdd= returned to thelr
having asserted
themselves without coming to
phvsicud blows

In contrast, a court fight usy-
ally occurs when two males bat-
. other for a territory
owner has died, The
challengers meet on equal terms
and must fight for supremacy
It 15 rare, though, for a well-
pstablishecd owner of 2 territory
o b vanguished. Thus violent
challenges to resident birds are
unu=tial. You might call it the

home-court advantage
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females descend to obzerve close-range nspection. Her

closely the display of particular choice made, a female mates o
males (above, top) the court of her male ar on the
EI'["_—-:I"- '-.!-i’ I'.'|| |_'|-. 191 g ;-l_'_"l_'l'r__- ::]:f'l.-:ll_i.-'.|l'!"- acdtacent
average of five davs before mat-  toit{above), The following sea-
ing, usually dropping in on the =on femalestend to return to the
ourts of three or Tour malesfor  same mat




ertheless exhibits the
remarkable development of his
talons (above), allowing him |
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both adults and nestiing
4 -y iLT- I flisniavs

mountingon courting males. At
Lwo vears of ape a male has at-
tained adult plumage (facing
page), though a few brown

1
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II Mol = L .I..l Ll

- :..l.' I.._r. i I -

'hee hirds' dependence on Fartunately, much of the spe-
larpe nesting boulders within cles” range remains untouched

undisiurhed cain forest means e 1l pstructiog | LFOpHCEL

that the species 15 hroken into  forests continues, however, th

ittered local populabions and  fascomnating and beautiful cock
thus 15 particularhy vulnerahls [-the-rock will be increasingls
to human activities Lhreatene B
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Key to 83

In which issue was your
favorite article? We know the
usstion 15 asked often in
(reographic famlies, so we
provide this handy key to
all the articles of 1083

An even more helpful muide
lin the treasures on vour shel
1€ the 32-page nwlex o each
ap-month volume, I o free to
mieriers. he index for the
first six months of 19853 (Val
165 2 now avallable, That for
the last six months (Yol 164)
will be ready i February.
Write to Dept. 4671 and gain
acfdied varfulnes= and pleasure
from your collection
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Thelineis drawn.

The line 1s low and
long. | 'he line 1s straieght
through a curve, he
hine 1s strong.

The new line of 1984

Cmvies trom Honda.
"' heir new design and
advanced engineermg
make them absolutely
remarkable.

Sitin the front seat
of a new Civic and vour
vision improves. | he
hoodline 1s much lower.
‘| here’s more mom
above vour head in the
back seat because the
roof 1s longer. And just
behimd the back sear

15 & FCNCTOLS CArgo arcd.

1 hese are among the
most space-cthcient
cars ever manufactured
bv Honda.

bl

You can easilv reach
the controls. T hey are
logically placed and
work smoothly. All of
the mstruments read
both quickly and clearly.

| 'he outline of the
car makes the best use
of acmodynamucs. Even
the doors wrap over
the top o conceal dnp
rails and reduce wind
drag.’ | he rear air spoiler
also deflects airdown
the rear window t help
keep it clear.

There s a totally new
suspension systerm. It
opves eood directional
stabihity. Ye e ndes hke
4 much lareer car.,

The practcal Civic
Harchback comes with
4 peppy 134 2cc engine

and manual 4-speed.
While the lareger 1488ce
12-valve engine powers
the deluxe Civice X
and the sporty Civie S.
-!-[‘n;‘*ﬂ: LW COme with a
manual >-speed shift.

| here 1s a brand new
J-speed automatc shift
with torgue converter
jock-up available in the
Civic DX.

All three Civies have
new intenor features
that must be seen and
experienced to be tully
appreciated. | hev are
all standard.

All things considered,
this is one line vou'll love
being handed.

H|O/N|D A

The New Clivies
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Bul there is an alternatin
yoll can satisty vour insurance
needs through one souro
Metrmopolitan Insarance
L ompanies

We protect over 47 million
pecple not only with Life insar
e, bl also with insuroney
pians ior thelr health, auto,
home and retirement®

Aid we continue to offe | n- '-.1.

products and innovative ides

of 1S

METROPOLITAN.

THE ONLY INSURANCE COMPANIES
~ YOU MAY EVER NEED.
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Members Forum

WASHINGTON'S OLD POST OFFICE

Your feature (September 1983) was very interest-
ing. but requires correction of one item. 1'he peal
of bells 15 not “the only replicas ever cast of those
i London's Westminster Abbev.” Another ¢om-
plete peal 1= hung in Chrst Church Cathedral in
Victoria, British Columbia
Georee 5. Elliott
Fromonl, California

Fhoe Christ Church bedls are vepiicas af Wesdmin-
rfer Abbev's belly gy they exiyled tn 1929, I'n 1071
iix of the ol bells were recast and four nety ones
added. The Old Post Office bells are Uhe oniy di-
picates of the cwrrent peal af Westmingler

TULSA

In “High-Flyving Tulsa” (September 1983), vou
refer to the Gilerease Museum's collection of
L. 5 Western art, mentioning the more popular
misters Remington, Bnssell, etc. 1 would call
vour attention to ancther master displayved at the
Gilcrease: Solon H. Borglum. Unhke his con-
temporaries of the late 15th to early 20th century,
he wae a reald cowboy, the first cowbov sculptor,
and his “portraits” of horses show him 10 be one
of the two or three finest equestrian sculptors in
the history of art
John B. Kelley
Wilton, Connecticut

I find it very disturbing that vou highlighted the
likes of Mr. Roger Hardesty. While he may have
made it as a businessman, | find it difficult to
believe that people have a passion for the cold
blooded killing of some of the most magnificent
animals on the face of our earth, not to mention
stuffing them for display in their living rooms.
Shame onvou for running this back to back with
the “Laving 2ands of the Mamib,’
Fritz Veal
lMucson, Arizona

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC netthey apfroves no
disapproves of the subjecl matter in our photo
prapls, We thow the world ay il 15, gllowing ow
rrfders (o make ERety 00H idemenis

ULTRALIGHTS

I greathemjoved Luls Marden's excellent article
“The Bird Men" i Aupust 19831 Mv onlv regrot is
that he fndled to mention, Among other ploneers,

NOTHING DEFINES A WOMAN
LIKE ELEGANCE.

CRONS

SIMNCE 1845
And whaf betisr dedinifion for aleganocs than Do
Woman Mow i 53lin black with Cofvenian oEn paitse
| ibstirme me:hancal gusrardse. Suggeslad prices |

o =5

$15. 5010 §78



Max Stupar and Dir, August Rasp
improved Demoiselles used
\menican exhibition fli '|| I.Ir Raspet
was a [oremaost rese and designer ol sail
riven [.1|.|11r.-' and

. STUPAr Was
a pioneer builder of
in early
archer
planes und lghtweight motor-d

imventor of the flyving oyl : LT
Eodwand Gobetz

Bent, Crhio

I don't want to diminish the feats of the Wi
brothers, but the first man to fly a powered
heavier-than-air craft was the Frenchman |
ment Aderon October 9, 1890, Evewitnesses ob
served d bat-shaped atreraft called Kode making
a beap of about 50 meters

I_|.I.

_|E'-'I'I'I L AVITD

saint-Médard-en-Jalles, France

French and English aevonaulical historians have
~oncluded that Ader made a -'r.-|.', R
B but nevera o

e HOF vemarns Wil

||.I,'.',l'|||,'| ir
L} - | .' 1 | N |
.|||'r:'|,.r||_|_:|'.|'|'|I'|r.!r "'I:"l.'l.._l T _|'I.l,'r'

it Wrredits.

Lats Marden calls the mirplane a “killing ma-
.".I-'..l l'.‘l':|l!'il |r|'-'|..'Ir.l'||"'|:_T|-|‘r:_-"'.'r_-
" Thease ofan

raibsidized
. [ - » I -.l -
Y ||"| s A5 I NEs

.I t‘-

chine" and "o
forany butthe rich o
craft in combat has saved g5 mar
taken. In World War Il aircraft bega
medical evacuation and also general en
purposes. 1 he airplane does not kill, man does.
[ own two airplanes and hall of a third, and 1
om being rich. Mr. Marden's

SETVE

WiRheindal

am a long way fr

well-written artcle shows the historical signifi-
cance of the ultralight. He could hive
ented general aviation much more {airly
ettt B

Vientura, (

rl'[lrl-'

|. (HFHET
ahiformin

NMr. Man -alling ultralights iy

of the .nr.] Itralights are motorcycles, hang L|.I

ers are bicycles. These parallels hold for noise,

and operator attitude
Steve London

spattle, Washington

"||IFI'| II|

pollution, safety, ability

wltrnlight aircratt contmined an
the ki
treveling
ultrahght craft
17 mph, the ro
Cime cannod
impact with 16 [or 12
does not know the

1he prticle on
fortunate technicad errors, I you compare

netc energies of 4 1,600-pound aircraft
Il |I.'1 per hour with an
traveling it

,omint 16

1t 55
eaghit 1E s
| Rinetiy
cay that the big plane will
times the |
ietalls of the crashes. What one can savis that on
! Limes as much
as will the light plane
Albert A. Bartlett
Boulder. Coloradn

rl II'_I
Lie) 3 CNECEIES 15

if ||.I|| LS OFRi
mpact the big plane will have 1

Kinetn rRerEy Lo l"il-_-l'l'-n!r_

You are corvvect, The aeronauiical engineer Who
did e calculagtion tsed Hhie 'r- cificaiions for g
sneleseglter nilvalight snstead of the tpo-1#0ler

MLy fidi .'

PONTIAC GIVES YOU THE LUXURY OF CHOICE

Al Fonhce, we Deleve the seiection of a fine cuto-
maobile should imvolve a choioe, not marely of color and
uipment, but of size and shyie os wall
I's why we offer you Mo luxunous 1984 Ponhocs

BONNEVILLE From Its understated slegance fo the
sheer comfort youll find inside. Bonnalie Eruughmﬂ
offers thoughttul refinements. Like

strops. Courtesy lamps. Even a soft chims rganrnr

reminds you o buckie up. Bonnewille Browgharm Its
Fonfiod luxury of s DUR‘FI

Emiporany best




DELAWARE

Having lived in Delaware in the eariy 19705, it
was with much appreciation that I read “Dela-
ware—wWho Needs to Be Big?" (August 1983). 1
have often tried, but with imited success, (o eX

['|.|:|F to the uninitiated that unigue Area sand

wiched betwesn Marviand, Pennsyvivania, and

Mow I shall sugpest that if they

pny further questions aboutl Detaware, they go
directhy to NATIONAL GEOGRAPHII

1. Christopher Walch IT1

Washington, D). L.

have

Mew Jerses

[ was surprised to seé an error. A capbion on a
map states that Mason and Dixon surveved the
nurthern and western boundaries of Delaware
The curved northern boundary was surveved by
Tavlor and Pierson in 1701. Ma=zon and Dhxon
had no business with it and never even thought of
surviving it, except for the very short distance at
the head of the Wedee, where it is a stralght ling,
John A. Munroe

sewark, Delawnre

Like others before us, we repeated an old erro

You make it sound as though rasing [at chickens
in crowded

wonderful by-product of technology. 1di

onditions and 10 minimim tle 12 a8
el B Y,

[ wonder if animals raised this way are nol

transmitting more germs; chemicals, and choles
ternl to the consumer. And that 15 aeart {rom e

tesue af hummne tregtment . shich is a leginmale

COnCeT Of 115 OW

Helen 5, Grumberd
Columbus, Ol

|_.||,'.'. j:j- [ P '||:I'| ..!l_"-I LT |'_'l mare medl . :._'.'..'!l |I.I |i.".I

Illl- 1 |||:I'||II '|II'||.'I Illi||'?|' |I-|' | _I L.ul' | ;.|'||'|'|I|I|'-.|'.I |_|'|I:|-Il'.=
tiom, and refrigevation reduce the hazard  of
Ferme |..'-|'.'|||_l.l.'- E IRIpECEOFS MMORILGF Y :' il

III M .- II-III

IR 5 feads, iaiddatates . and ERELTF Fesiduey,. Sei

FiMEEREE |'|.,L':IIJ|' THER L hrod iy apifer widely

‘Delaware—Who Needs to Be Big” credits the
Swedes for introducing the logcabin to Amenea
Lot us not forpet the Finns, wh intiedd
craftsmen onder Swedish rule hewed log

in New Sweden., Finns are mol Swedes, just be-

Cause LAe DdsE 13

= COSETIT

Jorma K. Rito
reepcaste, Pennsvivania

Fou are right. We showld have also credited b
Fomns, who were Su

helbing tnfvoduce log cabins to tie New

edish subiects in 1638, with
World

AUTOMOBILI

[ hiave read the article “Swing Low, Sweet O hat
ot _|.|'_'.' 153

picture with the aggress:

Hut T was dismaved Lo =ee the

vie paster of the Uinited

PARISIENNE Our shyfish full-size Pansienna Brougham is

gesigned for camifort. The fully mﬁlnhg_.fgum
sa0t mokes long inips o pleasure. And

ricéng quolities of full cosl suspensicn help vou arrve
refrashied. Parisienng
troditional best

PARISIENNE

outstanding
Brougham, I1's Pontioc lxury af its

WE BUILD EXCITEMENT



Auto Workers, "Please park it mn Tokyo.” Cut unnécessary, and both Mr. Ratliff and the Brit
sicde the USA |u'-'-3-§-' should = ' ish government will ATy ide¢ measures for the
Flease eat your wheat in Kansas preservation ol thess bhinds
il

Flease eat vour peaches in California PDennis J. Bui I Anin
Flease eat vour pineappies in Hawai Allentown, Penhsvlvania

Flease lnnd your Boeings in Seattle The British government 23 aware of the 35l
Flease -|||-|. vour artdicial intellygence PP Ti 'I T ,"'l pdittion—aone of the reasomns My
=ilicon YValle Hatliff's proposal 15 still umder conzideration

Wolfrang Biegert
hernen, West rE AT

DLD GEOGEREAPHICS

You mentbioned ploneers ke Karl Benz, Gotthel ].n | j-.--.lll.” e ey ki “.-I-.”-I. :.I:Il

R T A i = the Korean people are anxious to brush upon En-
think the NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 18
ane of the finest vehicles for them to become more
pmiortable with the basic lanpuage. We are col-

lectine back lssues. and vour members are Te-

Draimler, and Henry Fored . But vou left out Nieo lish W
BLE .=

gd Cuenol of France, who built & steam-engine

. 1 i Ti B § ] . T | [ | -
carin 1769 Itmade s first toipin 1770 and had &
|

op speed of three miles per hour (five kmh)

: leved and dedghted to N1ind a eood use for the
.l. id - I ._ AL R i =
Madison, Tennessi magazines thev love, To date, our combined Ro-

} tary and United Church of Christ efforts havy
yroieht in more than 3,006 opies, Lur ultimate

in the june 1983 j<sue | :I--::----_ L hal .'| 1 |--I=_-_ abjective 1s to expand this project worldwide

Ure mine operator Arthur M. “Smiley” Ratlifi Bobert |

COIALCIITUNT

[
=
i

L : Flenrickson

wishes to ivie on remole Henderson Island, P ramuels, Hawal
imaluy the island will be developed, but T hops

Mr. Kathif] does not disturb the island's ecologs Letters should be addressed bo Members Faorum,

I.I - I:lll :Il':l ol | - i I- -I.'I'.' :. w '- i'l'r:'l -':'-Ill |I 'II lII"l-:'”'ll- Il“ "'_l- 'II.IlI'Illll' I'|II I.-\.:..ll'III ¥ ||I-; 11 : - '.l'

which are endemic. These hirds include a el Wasksington, 0. C. 20018, and chowld teeluds
(Nesophvlax ater), a frait pigeon i Ptilinopus hut render s qdaress and telephone number, Not afi
fani), a parrobl (Vine stephenr), and a Aveatcher pliers can be used, Thote that are will offen by
(Acroce phalus vuwghnr), Perhaps my concern is ridited and excerpled

FIRESTONE INTRODUCES
AN INCREDIBLE LINE OF BATTERIES

WITH AN INCREDIBLE OFFER. °44.88




- PRESENTING THE END OF THE DARK AGES. -~ )
mmmm BEST AND BRIGHTEST GENERATION OF BIG-SCREEN TV'S.

BiG, BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL. The picture you
ses on RCAS big 45-inch screen (measured di-

agonally) marks the beginning of a bright newera. ,

Its remarkable 65% ncrease in peak brightness
and 2008 increase in contrast make i Hght-years
ahead of sarier ACA projection sets. Watching
projection television in the dark is a thing of the .
past

Another impmmm‘lis:ihig.{:'mud-plaﬂsim
viewing angle that makes just about every seat in
the house the best seat in the house.

VIDED MOMNITOR CAPABILITY Our high-per-
lormance giant is also a wded monitor ks con-
up your video cassafte recordes, videodkse player,
and stereo for maximum enjoyment.

SIZE ISN'T EVERYTHING. RCA's best and
brightes! features our exclusive Digital Command
Center The fotal confrol remote control that en-
ables you to switch from broadcast o VCR o
videodisc viewing at the touch of a button.

All of this comes wrapped in the most compact
cabinet in RCA big-screen history. To see our best
genaration of big- nn'ean'!‘lrsm visil your
RCA dealer

Hmﬁnmamﬂmm

For more information and a free copy of "Living
With Video" (a 52.50 retail value), write: RCA
Consumer Electronics, Department 32-312F
PO. Box 1976, indianapolis, IN 46206,

mmumnﬂ“ﬁ‘l




Ea

lfhEHT. mileage: 41 est. hwy., [29] EPA est. mpg®* Lowest base
sticker price: $6,949%* Also, best comparably equipped price®™* Longest warranty:
2 year or 50,000 mile thecliun.f
ries 2-door, 4-door
‘ and wagon. Over 25 standard features.
‘“ Great trunk room. And proven on the road
\1. ith over seven billion miles of front-
" wheel-drive experience.
You can find greater
j luxury, more power, bigger price tags, but

for the best overall value in a six-passenger
car, see your Dodge dealer about buying

or ll'."ﬂ-ﬁll'lg" a new Aries K.
The Hew Chrysler Technology. Quality backed by 5/50 Protection.

THE BEST

6~-PASSENGLER (AR
YOU CAN BUY.

DODGE ARIES K. OF ALL 6-PASSENGER CARS,
ARIES HAS THE HIGHEST MILEAGE. LOWEST PRICE.
LONGEST WARRANTY. AND BEST OVERALL VALUE.

WE AKLE

INNM L LN
mEVOLLUTION.

BUCKLE U'P FOR SAFETY.

'Hﬂ“-ﬁll.hr..Emﬂ“hmmqhm‘_“-{q“m“mﬂ“
By, g iowet CA os2x. lower, -3

“Boae SBChiN PCo COMDONEON SADNESNG NXA2E ond deslingnan charges. WEW Ines 558 extm. Alied SE price higher
**Comparison of sl prices & comporbiy sguipped modsis extiuding ioxes ond desingfion charges. 4
T5/50 Protection Man. 5 years or 50,000 miles, whichevar comes fiml Limited womoniy oo enging. peweriioin ond uter body mist-Through. A dex
Exchpdes logses. SEE DEALDE FOR DETAILS Wormmsy (rovesions yory by monufociuns



Last chance to order pect gift.

ational Geographic Society member To give membership this Christmas,
Nri,ip 15 sure to please everyone on complete the attached form and mail with

vour gift list . . . relatives, friends, vour dues in the envelope provided. Upon
antd professional associates, Although reqquest, a gift card will be sent to each
inexpensive and easy to give, it's a gift that person vou list. If the form 15 missing,
vour recipients will open with pleasure write to:

each month of the year . . . when NATIONAL 111 ’
GEOGRAPHIC brings the world and all its ) . Nfltl{j*l]"-ll
wonders into their homes (lf:{_}gnll]11l{: hﬂflﬁ'h’

Washington, D, C. 20036
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PTER ASSQCIATION

1dsl cecacle

e helicopter fleet
Nofth-America alone
b grown at an annual rate
o8 percent, from 3,500
__helicopters in 1570 to moré
than 9,000 today; with the
jtofal world commercial

-y

;

C¢

+ AMERICAS BUSIMNESS ADDRLESS

._ |' '1...'.::-..':.:';',;'_} I_ﬂpe:ne-.ﬂ ElPEHH‘IFﬂ _
vheie our rich and vaned
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On Assignment

PIC COVERAGE 1s nothing new for
staff photographer James L. Stanfield
(ctbowve), perched on a crine high above Du
provnik, Yugosiavia, once a stronghold of the
Byzantine Empire. He has spanned the globe
tor stores on Charles Darwin (October 1969)
gold ( January 1974), and rats ( July 1977). For
this 1ssue's in-depth view of Byzantine civils
zation, he visited Italy, Turkey, the
Unian, and most of Eastern Europe
W inner of prizes that are the envy of his pro-
including three White House News
Photographers’ grand awards, Jim often de-
voles gl his time to the story. “At Mount Athos
[ steved up several nights with the monks
through their viglls, *1 was there dur-
ing Lent. The menu was Spartan! béan soup,

bread, and raw omons. It was very cold, and

e Th R [

(ERSIOTY

ne Sgvs

warm wiler was scarce, Yet it was one of my
maost memordable experiences.”

SVEN A LEATHER GLOVE proved poar

protection for Pepper W, Trail iright) as

he banded 230 cocks-of-the-rock in a Suri-

name rain foresi tul talons
frequently pierce the leather and pund

tare the ormthologist’s fingers. “At least a

I hie & !r-:_‘l:- DIWET

WD

gquarter of them natled me.” be savs. "

times It was hard o Keep a positive attitude
toward them.’
CUnee, while observing the lrd: rom a

m-frond blind during his four-vear study,

=Ome-

[
Trail was ppproached by a jJaguar, *] started
coughing and made metallic noises by tapping
my tripod with a knife,” he recalls. *The cat
stoppeed, stared, and went bounding off
the muscles inmy calves started |







The'lexas Instruments
the sooner your chilc




Home Computer. Because
tarts, the further he’ll go.

“rom the earliest learning series to the most advanced,
['l gives your child more educational software cartridges,
vritten by more leading educational publishers, than
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Wildlife as Canon seesit:
A photographic herltage for all generations.

'I"'1-e subject of countless stones, both factual And understanding s perhaps the single most
and fictonal, the wolf 1= one of nature s most s 'T'|]'"||"|-'_1||[ factor i savour the woll and all of
understood animals, This ancestor of the dog 1= no wiidiife.

the bloodthirsty “muan-eater” these stories often
portray 1t o be. It is-actually a5 much the hufited
as 1t 15 the Hunter. Hounded by man throughout
the centunes. the wolf today 15 endangered and
disappearing in many parts of the world,

The wolf could never be brought back should
it vamish completely. And while photography can
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'4.r| mMvi I|L r:hIH research runl. Lrh.--- Th t,_ll_'. Can
help prevent the further disappearance of the wolf
by replacing the many myths and exaggerated
fears about this ammal with saentific facts. Pho
topraphy can also provide addibonal undersiand
g of the mportant role the wolf plavs m the
halance of nature
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