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FIRST PRIZE

Practically all che regulars sent it in—so che
biscuic will have to be divided about twenty ways.

On March 23, cigiiteen ascronomers ac che Paris,
France, observatory walked off che job in a stnke
for higher salarizs. All the accounts of chis buf-
foonery are- very short, but one assumes chac che
city auchoricies took the steps necessary to safe-
guard hospitals and similar inscicutions against hard-
ship chrough this crisis.

Probably che discontene in Pans was caused in
parc by the boon to DBritish ascronomers ac Cam-
bridge 2nnounced 3-10-57. Those blimeys were given
an air-condicioned ctelescope! Cr Steinberg.

The nexc most fetching item is from Anonymous.
[c is che UP story out of the Washington, D. C.
200, where the pundits, keepers, experts and auchori-
ties were waiting for Laucaudi Colubrine to de-
liver offspring. Laci is described as a1 ‘'poisonous
sea serpenct’” who is “supposed’” to deliver her young
alivee. The zoologists—even at Smichsonian—said so,
buc Lati up and laid ctwelve eggs. A lictle knowl-
edge is so difficule to come by.

Simpson, mentioned prominently elsewhere in chis
issue, deserves third mention for this nuggec: “The
Firse Lord of che Admiralcy, che Earl of Selkirk,
said yesterday . . (chac) he chought it improb-
able thac baccleships would again be used in opera-
cions . . . the Navy's policy concerning the future
of baccleships had not been definicely settled. Buc
it was possible they would be sold to friendly coun-
tries who wanted to strengthen cheir navies.” Daily
Telegraph, 2-26-57.

Barneson pressed hard upon Simpson’s heels wich
the announcement chat che road safety coundil of
Havene, England, had obtained a copy of the British
highway code—in Braille. L. A. Her-Exp, }-6-57.

Th: same good performer snipped from che L. A.
Times, 2-3-57, che notice of a Boston school nurse
who was dropped from che payroll because she
had been "absent a long time”. She had noc re-
ported for ducy since 1948.

Barneson also sent in the name of a boocblack
in Mexico City who stabbed his fortune cteller be-
cause she gave him the wrong number for the
$80,000 loccery. L. A. Her-Exp. 4—4-57.

YS fcund this one for himself. Lictle Rock, Ark,
April 10, 1957, a letter from che Coase Guard
addressed to the Board of Commissioners who had
buile and paid for the two biggest bridges across
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the Arkansas River, iuchorized them to turn of
the navigation lights on the bridgss. The Board
of Commissioners had been dissolved in 1950 when
the last bridge bonds were paid off. This piece
does not state how long before thac the bridges had
been buile, buc no navigacion lights ever had been
inscalled. N. Y. Jour-Amer.

THE PEACEABLE EICHELS

In World Fraud I, Julius Eichel was a Conscien-
tious Objector and served a term in prson for ic.
Today his son Seymour is in prison for following
his father's example.

The Eichels have never stopped working for
Peace, even in Peacetime. They pickec and agitate
and refuse to take oaths they don’t believe in. They
are active pacifists and well-known as such to all
the aucthondes. Nevertheless, Seymour was not ar-

rested for noc registering until ‘wo Jays before he
would have passed drafc age.

The timing was probably the result of equal parts
vindictive vengefulness and skill in public reladcioas.
The bravery of the Eichels would atcrace licele
notice and inspire scanc emulation so many years
after che casualey liscs had been dropped from che
daily papers. As Julius points out in a letter to
YS, if every person who is opposed to war were
prosecuced, the outcry and efforts for cheir freedom
would be even too greac for the warmongers.

However, the two judges who have been instru-
mencal in purting Seymour in prison for a year
decided he should be punished, as in example and
warning to others who mighe object to becoming
murderers. The judges are Macthew T. Abruzzo
and Robert A. Inch. Keep their names in mind in
case you are ever hailed before them. You haven't
got a chance.

You need noc weep for Seymour, I think, because
his imprisonment is the nacural consequence of his
noble character and he is proud to be where he is.
His example makes me ashamed to be free in the
United States of Abruzzo and Inch.

RUSSELL’S BEST

A Wescern Auscralian Parliamencary Committee
conducted an invesdgation into the condition of
the nadives affected by che British atomic ctesting
ground ac Marlinga. The report stated that “che
tribesmen’s wanderings in search of food had to be
restricted to keep them off the tesdng ground, and
thac cests carried out ac the range had driven off
game . . . malnutrition, blindness, disease and in-
fanticdide among the aborigines were commonplace;

(che C ictee's bers) find it hard to visualize

that iny people anywhere in the world could be
more in need of assistance . . . The Commissioner
of Nactive Afairs for Western Auscralia, Mr. S. G.
Middleton, described cthe commicteee’'s report as
‘grossly exaggerated’ and said the recommendations
were of no practical value.” Manchester Guardian,
1-14-57.

The same ‘“‘scientific” method thac pretends to
relate cigarettes to ‘"cancer” has now been applied
to alcoholics. Acto Dr. O. O. Omartensen-Larsen,
called a Danish "auchority”, if your mocher and
macernal grandmocher were- both eldest children in
their respective families, there is 2 good chance that
you will be an alcoholic. As Fort used to say,
stadiscics can be found to prove anything. Liver-
pool Echo, 2-5-57.

It isn'c easy to tell who is laughing ac whom,
and maybe they are all serious excepc us: che Echo
credies to Reuter who quotes ADN (news agency)
of Easc Berlin, asserting that one Juri Chlebesevich.
Moscow, would launch, in 1962 to 1967, from 2
““seracosphere rocket carner”, a rocket which would
approach Venus in three scages. The inital fuel
load is to carry che rocker 22,000 miles from
Earth, where ic will circle Earth as an artificial
planec uncil ic is “refueled by five radar-controlled
tanker rockets each weighing 50 ctons at take-odf.
After refueling, the rocket would begin che 146-
day flight to Venus™ and ac che distance of 60,000,
000 miles will begin sending back “‘cosmic cele-
vision pictures”. Jun is “convinced that television
pictures could be received over such tremendous
distances. But very strong aerials would be needed.
Electric brains would prevenc disturbances.” 1-15-57.

Thac amazing method of dating objeces (back ac
leasc 45,000 years) by reference to ‘“the constant
race of disintegracion of Carbon 14" has been
further refined in New Zealand, acto T. A. Rafter,
Dominion Physical Laboratory, Wellington. Rafter
or his scaff have worked on it to such good pur-
pose thac the margin of error has been reduced to
JO years on either side of a date wichin che lase
1,000 years. Jusc how they check their figures is
not stated, but one assumes it is done by the same
cute litcle fellow who counted the locuses raised
by Moses to plague Egypc. L. Echo, 6-27-56.

Ibid: In che night before 1-22-57, an auroral
display was seen in Pocrtugal and souchern Icaly,
for the “chird time in this century”.

A new French political party, the Abstentionists,
founded by M. Gayout, has adopted che motto,
“When in doube, abstain.” As M. Gayout explains
it, his supporters need noc trouble to go to che
polls, “When you stay in your armchair, you vote
for me.” Observer, 2-10-57.

Nobody in the U S A senct chis in, so it may be
top secrer here, but A. V. Petersan, called 2 U. S.
atomic research spedalise, told “industrialises” in
Paris chac 35 ctons of potatoes treated wich radio-
active (gamma) rays were being fed to U. S. soldiers
in' 2 tese. “The result of che experiment is expected
to be known in six months.” L. Echo, 1-25-57.

Mrs. Albert Wollner, whose history includes sleep-
walking, woke up at che wheel of her husband’s
car 2) miles from her bed, having driven from
Oakland to Hayward, Calif, in her sleep. L. Ecbo.
1-10-57. .
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NOT SO “FUNNY” MONEY

Whenever you thoughful Forteans read in your
daily papers that Senacor Whoever is a defender
of "“funny money”, you may know by cthac glance
thac the edicorial writer who uses thac term is trying
to put you off any serious investigadon by the
cheapest of semantic dodges. By that shallow mock-
ery the Federal Reserve System is perpetuated, a
dead weight on our backs.

From the standpoint of the entrenched defenders
of che Federal Reserve—designed to keep us all in
debe forever—anybody who questions thac bloodsuck-
ing System is a “funny money” crack-pot, not to
be trusted around the children. The truth is racher
otherwise, buc one must admic chac none of the
monetary reformers offers a simple primer or step-
by-step guide toward achievement of his aims.

We asked Albertan Forteans how they liked Socal
Credic after living wich it some 21 years, and
several raponded with sheafs of newspapers and
some picthy « The Canadi press is uni-
formly hostle to Socal Credic, and the Dominion
government in Ottawa has prevented the Albertans
from working any major changes, but only lasc
March cheir Legislacure announced a “dividend” of
$22 per year to be paid to all qtizens over 21
snms who had lived in Alberta the previous § years.

One member writes—"] cannot think of anyching
good to say abouc it . . . They've kept in che lead
wich religion. Their political campaigns seem to
be no more than religious rallies, and it is chrough
continued and everlasting bible-thumping thac they
seem to hold the voce. . . . Alberta liquor laws
are as outmoded as celluloid collars . . . I read
cases where high school graduates of Alberta schools
do not have requirements to enter universities else-
where . . . The cheory of Socal Credic may be
good but not in the hands of policicians.”

Another member writes: “They enacted some
financial legislacion bue the Supreme Court of Canada
chrew it out as being beyond the power of a pro-
vincal governmenc. They contented themselves wich
opening local Provincal Treasury Branches all over
the province and, when in really desperate scraics,
issuing script on these branches. Some merchanes
did not like ic buc all the script was evencually
hooored and redewmed. They have since become
ultra—coaservacive, puc the provincal finances on a
sound psy-as-you-go basis, increased assets far be-
yond liabilices, and asnsted the discovery and de-
velopment of our oil reources. They are noc cor-
rupe; there has been no graft worth nocice. They
are bigoted and andi-semitic. Our Alberta pro-
vincal premier, Honorable E. C. Manning, Q.V.,
can be heard every Sunday morning preaching his

"Back to the Bible Hour™ at cthe Prophecic Bible
[nscitute in Calgary. One example of their bigotry
is the liquor question here. There are only beer
parlors for public drinking. Hard liquors musc be
bought from the provincial government at cheir
prices. In all che province the sexes can mix
while drinking beer except in our two biggesc cities.
Calgary and Edmonton. It seems that our beloved
premier imagines cicy folk to be more immoral
than cheir councry and small cown brochers. Which
is strange because these cities voted Soaal Credic
provindally. My own conclusion about these Social
Credicors is that they are okay so long as they do
not get too strong. This, of course, is the same
of all politiciane [ would not trusc them in che
federal parliamenc.”

Now thac the Presidenc of the USA has called
for “a broad inquiry into the nature, performance
and adequacy of our financial system™, you are
likely to be hearing more about Soaal Credic, so
send $2.00 to Mrs. Cecil Clyma, 21 Cherwing Road.
Yonkers 2, N. Y.

In 1 recent letcter Mrs Cecil Clyma asked YS o
name one or two of the ‘“bactles” he regards as
more immediately “essential” than monetary reform.
ind when he came to write them down cthey added
up to 8; monetary reform is number 9.

1. To force surgeons—anot by law but by embar-
rassment of their guilcy conscience—<o admit thac
che chief cause of paralytic polio is tonsilectomy.

2. To remove all so-called “lie detectors” from
the police stadons and to convince the judiciary that
such evidence and evidence gained by “‘truch drugs”
and “wire ctaps’ is inadmissable in any ctrial whac-
soever.

3. To scop the fluoridacion or other medicadon of
public wacer supplies.

4. To repeal 1ll compulsory vaccination laws.

5. To break che grip of the medical doctors upon
our law courts, most opeacally as chac grip applies
to cancer and insanicy.

6. To guarantee the rights of Conscientious Ob-
jectors to war when cthey refuse to bear arms for
any cause or country.

7. To make all supernatural religions ridiculous
in the eyes of their members.

8. To get their sacred cows and Brahmins and
all other priests off che backs of che people of India.

9. After all chac is accomplished, 1 granc thac
perhaps elimination of the Federal Reserve is next
in importance.

Unforctunacely for cthe fame of Soqal Credic as
practiced in Alberta, our researches produce an old
dacum from MFS Mealy, concerning laws passed
in Alberta “regulating and controlling what che
newspapers in the province could prnc”. The
supreme court of the Dominion threw thac law out
also. Sc. Paul Piomeer Press, 1-20-54.

MITCHELL’S BEST

In 1946, a bridge was started to span the Mis-
souri River from Decatur, Neb, to Onawa, Ia.
Juse as the bridge was being finished, 1951, che
river changed its course, moving 250 feet ecasterly,
leaving the bridge with no river under ic. In 1954
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Congress appropriated '‘several” millions to have che
river put back. “That work was completed in
August, 1955." The bridge was finally dedicaced
$-3-56. N. Y. Times of che 4ch.

A meadow lark near Port Credit, Ontario, sings
like a cardinal. “Experes” chink iz is an adopted
orphan. Do, 6-9-56.

One of the pilots who pardcipated in ths bomb-
ing of Hiroshima, znd later in the teses ac Bikini,
was idenufied—acto che N. Y. News, 3-24-57, 23
12 bandic who has held up five grocery stores wich
a2 shozgun. He is also charged with robbing two
Texas Post Offices. Join the Army and Learn a
Trade!

The Vaucan—which needs money like Afnca
needs more Negroo—was awarded $964,199.00 for
“war” damage to the Pope’s summer home. N. Y.
Times, 6-6 znd 13)-56.

A racing pigeon of Belper, England, tardy for
three weeks afzer a flighe, brought an excuse tied
to one leg. "I have been cared for for eight days
by M. Leurette Christian of Pas de Calais, France.”
N. Y. Josr-Amer, 7-29-56.

Dr. Fred L. Whippie of the Smichsonian Insc,
predices thac “America’s” ardficial sacellices will be
able to “chart the earth’s shape to an accurzcy of
thircy feer”. N. Y. Times, 6-14-56.

Thae will be nice, beczuse, after “monchs of field
work in Africa” and thc help of 1 Univac, Bernard
Chovitz and Irene Fischer of the Army Map Service
announced, $-3-56, chat the distance zround che
equator was half a1 mile less chan had been choughe,
AND, a2 new measurement of Mt. Mckinley was
announced, 8-13-56, "based on more than ten years
of surveys’’. The new figure, as agreed upon by
the Nadonal Geographic Socety and the U S Geo-
logical Survey, is 20 to 6} feet greater chan pre-
viously “believed”.

Also Mec. Rainier: "some scientises believed mod-
crn instcruments would show Mount Rainier to be
Rfty co sixty fest higher” than it was measured in
1913, so a helicopcer was going up to see, 3-7-56.

Science Service, which speaks with cthe voice of
the New God in these maceers, announced the re-
sule of chac flighe, 8-30-56. Mr. R-inier is only
TWOQO feec higher chan it was in 1913.

Then cthere is Amne Machin, a peak in China,
computed in 1949 to be 633 feet ctaller chan Mt
Everesc. That wanzs seccling. N. Y. Times, 8-6-56,
and Peter Holmes, a British moun:aineer, would like
becter maps of the Spiti region. He came home
with ct2les of 2 new peak—"We took nine readings
from diffecenc poinzs on our inscrumencs and it
appears to be ac least 24,000 feec. The highest
peaks marked on maps of the area—which we found
were complezely wrong—is 21,760 feer.” lbid,
8-24-56.

After che artifical sacellices and Univac have all
chose points settled, let’s see whac they cam do
about che paintings in a2 cave near Perigueux,
France. Battle lines were drawm, with William
Martin and Bernard Picrret on one side versus Louis
Nougier, Romain Robert and Abbe Henri Breuil
on the other. All are “experts”, and the Marunis
say che paintings are eighc or ten years old whilse
che Breuilists assert they are at leasc 20,000 years

old.

Le Monde of Paris published a review of miscakes
in archaeology, probably in July, 196, in conncc-
tion with this debate. Will noc one of you Parisians
look chat up and. send us a copy?

FIG LEAVES, ANYONE?

One of Britain's leading Nudist/Nacurises s
now revealed to be no octher than our own Edward
H. Simpson, who offers to correspond with interested
Fortezns on chat subject so near to his heart. You
may address him at 20 Sc. Thomas Screer, Kells
Lane, Low Fell, Gateshzad-on-Tyne, 9, England.

Brother Simpson calls attendion to the recent an-
nouncement that che XIII Duke of Bedford—<he
son of our former Acccpted Fellow—s an honorary
mambe: of the Bridsa Sunbathing Assocation, and
has offered the faalitiess of his historic family seac,
Woburn Abbey, Bedfotdshire, for the world con-
g-ess of nudises “next year”. Thic "next year™” is
an ambiguity of the Sundey Pictorial. Cne assumes
the ccngress meanc wiil convene chis summer. If
you would like to caka your clothes off in Woburn
Abbey, straighten ouc the dace wich Brother Simpson.

NYC TOO HOT FOR FLUORI

We don't want to crow, because the poisoners
will be back again, and the baccle is only temporarily
won, but it was 1 joy to sese the way the natives ot
this village on the subway cturned out to stop
Auondadion of New York City water. The speeches,
the mazil, :nd che organized opposition of the Greater
New York Committee convinced the city fathers—
early in March—:0 torget the whole thing.

Falmouth, Mass., Stamford. Conn., and Syracuse,
N. Y., have all defeared che issue by balloc chis
spring. Tuckahoe, on the other hand, discovered
thac it had becen drinking the scuff four and a half
years wicthout being tcld about ic. The mayor is
leading the revole. Cr Micchell.

In New Britain, Conn., where they’ve had fuor-
ides since 1950, Richard Dehm proposed a1 law to
scop it, and in the scrap to shut his mouth it was
discovered—13-7-57—hat the plant had been out of
order, delivering no fluorides, since the previous
Nov. 16. New Britain Hereld, cr Martin.

Chicagoans were not so fortunate or not so de-
termined a3 che New Yorkers. They picketed che
opening ceremony of cheir fluoride plant but Mayor
Richard J. Daley "avoided” the picker line and
opened the poison vaiives anyway. N. Y. Times,
§-2-536.

This piece, unassociaced wicth che debate, comes
from the Oakland (Calif) Tribume, 2-14-57: “Boston

(sic)—Fluorine, che most reactive of all che earcth’s
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elements, makes wacter burst into flames, and eacs
through glass and asbescos.”

Then we have Dr. George Philpots, deatal sur-
geon of Melbourne, Auscralia, who says children
will have stronger teeth if cthey are kept away
from bnrllianc electric lights and radio horror plays.
Seactle Times, 12-8-50, ¢ Briscol.

The Red Cross has told Canadian children not
to bother sending tooth brushes or powder ¢to
Ceylon. The natives have fine, scrong whice ceeth
which they clean wich the burned ends of sacks.
N. Y. Times, $5-24=56, cr Micchell

OH, THAT AGAIN

Remember those stupid sceacises during World
Fraud II who used to go around leaving their beef
cases full of acomic secred sicting oucside telephone
booths? Well, on Jan. 30 of chis year, Fletcher
C. Paddison who calls himself a1 physicise, “con-
nected wich” Johns Hopkins U, en route to the
Bendix guided miwmile plant, South Bend, Ind., wich
2 bref case concaining “dynamice” left ic outside
2 telephone booth in che Illinois Ceneral Scation ac
Chicago. The local cops and che FBI are trying
to help him find ie. N. Y. Times

AND AGAIN

Ten living specmens of a mollusk choughe to
have been extinct for 300,000,000 years were
brought up from 11,775 feet off the coasc of Souch
Africa by the expedicdon of Dr. Henning Lemche.
Attached to their undersides were moss-like crearures
the size of the tp of a ball-poinc pen, the like of
which the Dr. had never seen or heard of before
Manchester Guardian, 1-10-57.

HOW OLD A CROW?

At a2 dance in Linehead, Scocland, the piano
sounded out of tune. When che lid was lifted a
dead crow was found “sprawled” across the strings.
N. Y. Times, 2-17-47, cr Steinberg.

The Steinberg touch upon daca, unique and usually
hilarious is also on ill che following:

The firse piece of synchetically made granice has
been announced by cthe Sorbonne, Paris, is che
handiwork of Jean Wyart. He took a chip of
obsidian, wacer and salc and subjected it to heat
and pressure. N. Y. Times, 2-10-57. Bob writes
on the margin: “Ac lase they've found something
to put in artificdal egg shells.”

From the same issue of the same paper he also
clipped the notice of a nameless resident of Canter-
bury, England, who bought a tin of Auscralian
peaches. Canned wich the fruic was a bright green
and brown insecc. The man complained to the
Health Deparanent and “was told by delighted
officials thac he did noc know whac a rare prize
it was. The bug, 2 rare type of cricket, will be
presenced to the London Museum of Nacural
History.”

The Post Office put out of business 2 mail order
operation based in Lombard, Ill., which had been
selling a2 do-ic-yourself kic *“For the Man Who
Has Everything.” The kic contained a witch doc-
tor’s pouch, a straw doll, voodoo needles and *‘secret
incancations”. The ads read: “No more tiresome
tripg to the West Indies. You can now deliver

good or bad hexes right from your own home.
The neighbors don’'t have to know.”

The discribucors said the kit is “serictly a parcy
gag"” but promised to scop selling ic by maul

On che ocher hand, the Pose Office is powerless
to stop the Redemprorise Purgatorian Sociery from
peddling memberships for "‘any person, living or
dead”. The advancages of membership in chis
mooching rackec are, “1. Every day ELEVEN HIGH
MASSES are offered for all members, living and
dead, annual and perpetual. This tocals more than
4,000 High Masses yearly.
2. In all cheir Masses the Redemprcorise Fachers make
a2 specal remembrance of all members, 3 toral of
more than 200,000 Masses yearly.
3J. When a living member dies, 3 low Mass is said
for che repose of thac member’s soul.
“Enrollmenc Offering/ Annual Membership . .
$.50/ Perpetual membership . . . $10.00 Family
Membership . . . $25.00 (Family includes parents
and children only)”

We haven't room to go on with this unbelievable
texe in full, buc you are offered a time payment
plan on those upper bracket memberships, and—
“Perpetual members are entitled to all the advan-
tages and benefits of the Purgatorian Society for-
ever. They are thereby exempt from all further
contribudions.” Cr Maealy.

Nonetheless, and despite the irregularicy of man's
slow climb coward civilization, we need not be
discouraged. The Salem witches have been exon-
erated of crime after 265 years, and on chis May
Day, jusc pase, the American Legion did no¢ kill
any mayors oc miniscers in Mosinee, Wisconsin.
Things are looking up. Cr Barmeson and Block.

ICE

Valley Stream, L. [, 3-3-57. A huge block™
crushed roof of parked car, “the rest lay nearby . . .
Police said the ice was so hard ic couldn’t be
chipped, and jagged on one side. They speculaced
thac some airplane had become coated—" Cr Bennecr,
Stcinberg, Zruse, Essenhigh, Borden and others.

Limerick, Ireland, 3-16-57. Fifty pounds *“from
1 transatlancic airliner” crashed through roof of
bungalow smashing objects at bedside where Conor
Roche and his wife were sleeping. L. A. Times,
cr Barneson.

Loe Angeles, 3-18-57. Fifty-pound chunk,
bounced off one roof on 108ch Screec, pieces broke
window next door, in 3667. Householder “hazarded
the conclusion™ that ic fell from a plane. Cr Barne-
son.



San Gabriel, Calif., 3-19-57. A 50-pound piece
cracked a2 48-inch hole in a2 roof at 6856 N. Ruchlee
Ave. '"The ice ‘bomb’ sull unexplained . . . 2 foot
long and eighc inches thick when deputies arrived.”
Pasadena Independent, 3-20-57.

Moline Acres, suburb of Sc. Louis, Mo. 3-28-57.
Called 2 “)S-pound” chunk, but it was all crunched
up in landing in che yard at 1929 Crown Poinc
Drive. *“Authorities spcculaced it may have fallen
from an airliner.”” The householder, who heard it
hie, discounts chac theory.

Texarkana, Ark., 4-3-§7. After a1 fifteen-minuce
hailstorm, one hailscone found by Leo Oceanbeam
measured 8Y; inches in diamecter. Sec. Louis Poss-
Dispetch.

COLORED RAINS

Add co the bibliography of "blood™ falls:
Notes & Queries, 7¢h Ser. IX 3/5/1890, p. 344.
Gentlemen’s Magasine, 1853, Vol. i, p. 512.

Saxom Cbhronicle, translated, Rolls Series, pp. 202,
203, 206.

Richer, History of Royal Genealogy of Speinm,
p- l46.

Holder, C. F. Living Lights, pp. 153-154.

Leeds (Scoc) Mercury, 2-5-1890, fell on deck of
a ship ac sea. Cr Simpson.

Black snow—in the Hudala Vailley, near Mosjecen,
North Norway. '“Wide areas, which were covered
with white snow, were changed during one night
inco black. A ilar phen has red
occasionally after violent volcanic eruptions in polar
repons.” Deaily Telegraph, 3-6-57. Cr Fraser, Es-
senhigh.

Mud—"left a reddish deposic’"—in Rochester,
Syracuse and Utica, N. Y., 3-14-57. Weacher
Bureau: “soil particles wers blown easc from dusc
scorms in Kansmas and Oklahoma.” N. Y. Post cr
Steinberg.

Not said to fall: “The wacers of Lake Albano
in the mountains outside Rome have turned blood
red.” Scientists say “fungus or algie”, but near-by
residents recall that “Two years ago the headless
body of 2 woman was found on the lake shore
and che killer never was caught.” N. Y. Jour-Amer,
3-18-57.

TO PRICK A SWOLLEN
ONE IN THE BELLY |
CALL GOOD SPORT.

VERSAILLES REVISITED

Those, Misses, Moberly and Jourdain, who walked
in the garden and wrote 2 book about it—dn Ad-
venture—have recencly had their wigs pulled askew
by one of cheir former pupils. As appears, the
spinscers were Principal and Vice-Prindpal of the
famous ladies’ college, Se. Hugh’s at Oxford, and
one of their pupils grew up to become Mrs. Ire-
monger. Now Mrs [remonger has published. 2 book,
in England, The Gbosts of Versaille, which is nociced
in Thbe Freethimker, Jan. 18, 1957.

We have not yet seen the book but cthe re-
viewer—who hates ghosts for some reason—asserts
thac the work riddles the advencure “out of exisc-
ence (and) shows these ladies as they really were—
uccerly irresponsible and one of them—Miss Jour-
dain—an unmicigated liar.”

It is Fortean thac this should be broughe to our
actendon in the same mail with 1 contnibution from
George Sassoon, of Cambridge, who has kindly
typed an excerpt from anocher book, a2 yarn almosc
certainly inspired by Anm- Adventure. The same
icons, props and mocifs are employed, and the auchor
admies to having read the Moberly-Jourdain opus.

We can’'t supply any of these books buc if you
wish to look it up, see page 226 of Without Know-
ing Mr. Walkley, by Edich Olivier, Faber & Faber,
London, 1938. ’

This Brocher Sassoon is the same who asked
about irradiacion of the brain wich microwaves, and
our Worshipful Brother Wing Anderson supplies the
following daca. The telegraphic phrases below are
taken from a letter writcten to Wing by a coc-
cespondent in Mexico.

*“The important book I told you about—Necw
Worlds- Beyond the Atom, by Langston Day wich
George De la Warr, of Oxford, published by Vin-
cent Stuart, §5 Welbeck Sc., London W-l. Price
2S5 shillings or about $4.50 . . . about the things
a De la Warr camera and other instruments will
do . . . phocograph the radiations from water (for
dowsing etc) blood specmens, people . . . noc radio-
active radiation ac all . . . random foto of a daisy
showed the pattern of ics elements, but not as acoms
. . . fotograph of a foetus will show che fully de-
veloped organism, which naturally is somewhere
wichin che foetus . . . another De la Warr inven-

tion is an inscrumenct for diagnosing disease . . . 3
number of plates show radiations from objects where
physicises say there shouldn’t be any . . . here was

something which happened which shouldn’t have
happened. How often haven’t we heard this before!”

Wing is himself pushing research inco the effect
upon milk production of playing music to the cows.
He has dairies cooperating all over the world, and
if any of you lads want to help, we have some
circulars for you.
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At the same time, word comes from New Zealind
via Bob Sceinberg, that cows need not be milked
at cegular intervals, a5 the myth hath ic. Expen-
ments there have proved that you can mulk ac eighe
in the morning and fcur in the ifternoon wichout
changing quality or quanucy of milk production.
N. Y. Times 7-8-56.

And speaking of milk—Don Mornison of che
Minneapolis Tribwne, 3-18-57, quotes Dr. Laurence
M. Gould, presidenc ot Careiton College, who has
been amsoaated with Ancarctic expeditions since
1928, when he wzs Byrd’s second-in-command. Dr.
Gould asserts chac che powdered milk buried in
tood caches down there at that time is now che
only "pre-atomic’” rulk in che world. “Since bomb-
test radio-acuvicy has spread all over the globe, it
is presumed the milk of every cow on earth musc
contain some strontium 90 Scronctium  has
caused great concern among scientists because it is
long-lived and because it is easily absorbed by che
human body and deposited like calcium in che
bones.”

The Acomic Energy Commission has asked che
boys to dig up some of thac milk and send it back
to Washington for experimentation. Cr Mealy.

Caesium has been added to Scronzium 90 in our
milk since hydrogen bomb ctests began, acro Prof.
J. Rotblace, execucive vice-president of the (Bricish)
Atomic Sdentists Association. A long series of
ceses on his own body showed cthe Prot chac his
cadioactivicy had ‘‘reached a1 significant peak. He
atenibuced che presence of radio caesium to milk in
his diet from cows cthat had eaten contaminaced
grass. Radio caesium was one of che problems
studied by a1 speaal commitcee of the Medical Re-
search Council which reported co Parliamenc re-
cencly chat radioactivicy due to hydrogen bombs
had not yet reached 1 dangerous level.” Daily
Telegraph, 14-56(2?)

Alchough MFS Essenhigh has

written "'§6' on this piece, [ think chac was 1 slip
of his pen such as many of us make ac the curn ot
the year. Should it not be 57

Essenhigh also suppiies several aiccounts of che
hunger-scrike lasting 19 days, undertaken by Alfred
Nzhon, president of the Anu-Atomic League. in
proest  against  further bomb cests. Prof. Nahon
is also che publisher of Le Courrier [uterplunctusre

mentioned here before. He began caung igan
1-13-57.
MORE LOSSES
Even before we could find a suitable successor

to Honorary Founder Carison, cthe sad aecessity to
replace Burton Rascoe occurred 3-19-57. Burron
was on the staf of the Tribune in Chicago ac che
same ame thac Ben Hecht was on the News and
YS on the Examiner. Later we worked togecher
for cthe Literary Guld, and for Nelson Doubled.y.

When tounded he was one of
the most enchusiascic of Fort's cooters. In more
rccent years personal cragedy and il health cur-
cailed his activities but we shall miss Burton very
much.

We have good hope of persuading Kennech Roberts
to serve as Honorary Founder in Burton’s place.

On March 10, a1 Fertean even more closely 1is-
sociated with ourself succumbed atter long illness
ind drastic surgery, George Faulkner, che well
known radio ind TV water, who used to honor
Charles Fort’s birthdav on his programs.

Fictured here is the third Fortean for whom we
mourn this session, C. F. Wakefield. We have no
detzils of his passing ind no means to acquire them,
for chese reasons. After a long and active member-

the Society was

ship, in and around San Francisco, Wakefield re-
tired from the world to a2 mouncain top, where
this snapshot was caken. In February, 23 FS, he

wroce:
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“Friend Thayer:

/ “This is in answer to your lezter dated 2-7-23
FS regarding my nocice to sever connections with
the Fortean Society. As [ stated in my letter |
have no dissacisfaction wizh cthe Sodety—am noc
leaving in a huff.

“The reason for my acuon is chac lase year [
took 3 bold step—I have entirely withdrawn from
che civilized? world and live in solitude in the
High Sierras. As | am no longer bending the knes
to 2 master [ now have no cregular salary. This
leaves me in 2 precarious position about financas.
There are several years to pass before I am encicled
to old age benefits.

“l have discondnued many ocher expensess and
activides other than the Forteans—t is necessary to
use what money [ have very frugally for food—
clothing and a shelcer of sorus.

“1 have never regretted my plunge—living apart
from humans in freedom—ransquilicy and peace.
Sorry [ did. noc leave ‘this best possible of worlds'
long 1go. Friends told me I would soon be back
living' a ‘normal’ life—buc [ like ic better and
better as the monchs pass.

“Among the few books I brought were THE
BOOKS. For the firse time [ have had ample time
to read them and digest che contents.

“Would not feel right about receiving the bene-
fies of che Society without being active and paying
my dues. [ insist on having my name scracched
from your lictle book till further nonce.

“Wonder if I am che only existing Fortean hermic?

“Visualizing. you running around in the squirrel
cige—l am / Regrectully”

On a separate slip of paper he typed: "Red Sky
in the Moming Sailocr cake Warning.”

In defiance of his own wishes we kepe Wakefield
oa the list, aind heard from him from cime to
tume. Now cthe Pose Office has returned his lacest
copy of DOUBT bearing the rubber stamp—"DE-
CEASED”

And Annie Barley is gone too, the widow of
Alfred who was so long so sharp a cthorn in the

side of those Briush astronomers who hoped to
make Drayson respectable by gecting chemselves
endowed.

QUAKES AND SUCH

Old Earth has been trembling and bursting boils
of lava ac a2 greac rate through the past quarter,
bue if the Fortean element has been presenc in any
of the phenomens, it has been ignored or minimized
in che reports reaching us.

The San Francisco shake of 3-22-57 was called
the most severs since 1906, buc the only Forteana
discernible were the coincidences cthat it followed
30 soon after the Aleutian quakes and subsequenc
tidal wave only ten or ctwelve days before, and
the story of Don Livingston’'s hearc Don is only
19, and he was hicched up to an electroeardiograph
for a heart test at che time. The test was showing
3 normal hearr, “puctring out contenced signals”
sayy che Oakland Tribsme, uncil jusce 30 seconds
before the quake was fele. For that half minutce
the instrument went crazy.

A touch of Fortean humor actended the cidal
wave, in its continental aspects It wasn’t very

funny in Hawaii where ic actually hic, buc che
warnings by the cin-hac Civil Defensers around
the Bay area sent thousands inland to the hills in
false alarm, creating miles of cthe worst ctrathc
jamming wichin che memory of che oldest in-
habitanc.

Then, on Aprl 20, cthe seimos fell out. Boch
reports come from Jesuits, who have 1 corner on
chis particular “science”. The Rev ac Boston Coi-
legs, Weston, Mass.,, got his message ac 6:39:16
1m., and sad it came from ‘‘several hundred miles
Southwest of California”. The Rev at John Carroil
U, Cleveland, got cthe throb ac 6:38:39, and
"placed it in the Gulf of Alaska near che Aleutian
[sland of Kodiak™ Cr Borden, Goldstein, Olecher
ind many octhers who neglect to puc their names
on their daca

FROGS AND SUCH

Not said to fall, bue, in 2 pond on a tarm near
Sceinbach, Manicoba, Canada, "after one of the
most severe winters in Manicoba hiscocy. Small Gsh
and frogs measuring up to six inches have been
swimming in in open pool—" N. Y. Times, 3-28-56,
cr Micchell.

1bid, Newsday, 6-22-56, "Thousands” of rtiny
toads invaded che home of Jerry Bruckner, 264
Mallard Rd., Carle Place, Long Island, N. Y.

In Aloe Scar, Norch Malaya, "One thousand frogs
today fought a life and death bactle in 2 small
pond . . . The fighc lasted 30 minuces. When ic
was over, the litctle pond was lictered wich dead
and wounded frogs . . . At times cheir war-croaks
could be heard a2 mile away.” Daily Express,
12-12-56, cr Essenhigh.

Who shall say how chis happeas to fall under
our hand now? It is a page from Magazine Digest,
Dec. 1950, sent in by E. S. Anderson. Somebody
probably was paid fifey dollars for wrting it, some-
where along che way, but who shall say when or
where?



- Calif., chree days later ac 5:00 a.m.

436

"By Eric Huctton/ ever been hic by a flying
curtle?/ Condensed from Tbe Standard (Whac
Secandard and where and when?) Copyrighe, 1950,
by Canada Wide Feature Service Limited™.

The oaly dated phenom is the first one, mud
fell ac Daaville, Va., March 29%—presumably 1950.
From there on we read about "Dr. Otto Geise, a
New York anchropologist” who explains away falls
of frozen fish on Se. Lawrence Island, Bering Sea,
aboue Dr. Sunday Lal Hora, ‘“director of India’s
zoological survey’” who remembers falls of fish on
the parade ground (when and where?) and the fall
of hard-sheiled curtles in Gallipoli (when?).

“Rains of blood are sometimes reported in Icaly
(sic), buc they always prove to be metal oxides
dissolved. in' rain water. In Djebel-Sekra, Morocco,
however, cthere occurred a strange shower which
was investigated by Prof. J. Brun of Geneva Uni-
vensity. (Lifted bodily from Forc) . chemical
analysis showed the subscance to be blood.” And
the auchor finishes off with a paragraph abouc
manna, aso from Fort

Suck onl—you statveling Huctons—Fort’s
is full enough to feed you all for centunes.

More recencly: )

“Two big jagged pigces of hot aluminaum which
fell from che sky ac Liccle Oakley, Essex, remained
a2 myscery to police and the R.A.F." Daily Tele-
graph, 12-14-56. Cr Essenhigh.

Almose as garbled and obfuscatory as the Mugs-
zine Digcst piece is one in the N. Y. Tinses, 4-8-57.
Reconseructed in the calmest manner possible, chree
boys of Nucley, N. [, reported seeing something
like 2 “Arebail” fall into che backyard ac 82 Race
Screet, nighe of 4-6-57. Acto cthe householder,
Vincent Guarino Jr., he had dumped “slag fill™
into his yard “lase year”. Apparencly cthe boys
were of a character to meric some confidence in
their ceport, because Prot. John Rosengren, an
ascronomy teacher, and Raymond J. Scein, super-
visor of the Newark Museum Planecanum were
called in. “Boch said 1 meteor would be heavier
and leave a large hole.”

Thac is alL One wonders whact che boys saw fall.
Something very

breasc

in San Gabriel,
If everyone is
to be believed, Pat Murphy, ue 10, heard a “cthump”
in the backyard ac 8831 Greenwich Avenue. Later
his facher, Oscar, found a hole “about six inches
in diameter” and ctwo feet deep. The shenff ac
Temple City was called in, and thac office called
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Squad at Fort Mac
Arthur. Cape. R. B. Jackson said che hole was
similar to chose made by small dud bombs—"also
possible—could be- a2 meteor, something dropped
from a civil aircrafc, or one of those confounded
flying saucers.” Air Force denied any missing mis-
siles. “Fivé unofidal Air Force observers came from
Norton Air Force Base to the Murphy backyard,
buc had no commenc.¥

The Army dug up the yard, “10 feec wide and
10 feec deep—shored with heavy timbers” found
an old baby buggy, went down to 20 feet and
gave up on 4-12-57. L. A. Examinmer, N. Y. Post
and various ocher papers.

“A live eel, 20 inches long, fell from che sky
ac Dovercout, Essex, yesterday. A gull is believed

like occurred

to have dropped it. A man took it home for
supper.” Daily Express, 10-6-56, cr Essenhigh.

A front page photo, three columns wide, of a
precey girl with a small curtle in her palm, was
printed by che Houston (Texas) Cbronicle, 2-9-57.
The caption asserts cthac Miss Becky Adamson
“found this se3-goin’ type turtle in her yard after a
recent run.”

Local member Cohen phoned Dr. Davies of the
Biology Department, Rice Institute, asking him co
join in an identification expedition. Davies de-
clined because turtle type could noc be determined
absolutely uncl the beast was 25 years old, so
Cohen went alone. Hc learned thac Miss Adamson
had not found the curtle, her biology teacher had,
buc not in a yard, in a fresh wacer lake. MFS
Cohen takes 1 dim view of this kind of journalism,
buc precty girls have been known to kiss reporters
who got their pitcher in the: paypa.

“Dead” starlings fell on citizens of McKeesporte,
Pa, 2-13-57, “from an eight-story downtown build-
ing . . Frands Kostelac, foreman for a roofing
and heating firm, explained thac a bird repellanc
was placed on part of the building . . . non-poison-
ous chemical jusc paralyses their wings . . . chey
must have been killed in cthe fall.” Picesburgh
Post-Guzette, cr Olecher.

A pound of frozen hamburger ‘“came hurtling
through™ the apartment window of Mrs. Christine
Cox, Syracuse, N. Y. ‘“recencly”. L. A. Times,
2-24-57. Cr Barneson.

W. B. Brown was lcaving his office in Charlocte,
N. C, with his wife abouc 9 p.m. 3-20-57. They
saw. five strange objects floacing in che air, “foam-
like buc clear . . . one of them veered away from
the other four and hic the ground abouc 60 feet
away. [c looked like ice breaking up buc was
liquid—slimy to the tcuch and cooling or numbing
his fingertips . . . smelled like burned macches . . .
The Weather Bureau said chere were no ocher
reports of aerial phenomena.” Sec. Louis Pos¢-Dis-
patch, 3-21-57, cr Zruse.

JERSEY BANG

A “blasc-like roar” followed by shaking houses,
broken windows, cracked sidewalks and swimming
pools, was heard and fele ac 10:15 am., 4-2-57,
in New Jersey and Eastern Peansylvania. No planes
capable of breaking scund barrier in the vicinicy.
Use of the word '“earchquake™ in this part of the
world is always avoided, but the earth *“vibraced”,
and the Jesuit seismos ac Fordham admitced chac
chey had a record of a "slight” quake in thac area
of Jersey on 3-23-57, which was 9 days before
the bang.



437

QUEEN MARY ROCKS

“For 0o apparenc reason” the Cunard liner Queen
Mary, in mid Aclancic, ‘“normal” seas, “began to
heave and lurch” 12-19-§6. Some passengers thoughe
she had struck something, but the captain said no.

Cr Borden
DUSTY SEA

Paul Reseder, piloc, who has been flying to Ha-
waii for 15 years ran inco dusc clouds for che first
time, SO miles from Honolulu and 6,000 feec up.
“Could not have come from Hawait—wind in wrong
direcdon.” Cr Jacobs.

AREND-ROWLAND

MFS Frank McMahon, driving to the North of
NYC far enough to be clear of che cicy's chick,
bumpy acmosphere and glare, reports an awesome
view of the Arend-Rowland comet. It was seen
early on the evening of May 1, low in the N. W.
sky, and Frank calls ic che most impressive spec-
tacle he has ever observed alofc. The cail was
especally remarkable for size and brilliance, beyond
anything he had been led to expect.

It muse have been more spectacular than the
Halley object of 1910, because YS saw chac wich-
out turning a hair. It took our whole family chree

nights to find ic at all, and—found—it was definicely .

the trouble.

MEALY’S GRIST

Besides the numerous ocher concributions nociced
throughout. this ious, MFS Mealy has kept us
abrease of the censorship fight in Minnesota—which
has beer won for the freer press—as well as che
local seruggle to preserve the Scate separate from
religion. The Minneapolis dailies are more outspoken
and harder-hitting on the right side of chese topics
than chose of almost any octher cicy. They have
also caken an extraordinary incerese in school de-
segregacion, sending their own reporters South of
the Mason-Dixon Line like foreign correspondents
insccad of relying on che news services.

lc was through Mealy that we learmed of Mr.
Muhammad, who writ:s a column in the Pitesburgh
Conrier, a Negro weekly. Mr. Muhammad also
operates in N.Y.C,, and his aim is to win Negro
converts cto Islam. He's doing it too, right and
lefe.

Some highlights from Mealy:

A Rockford (IIL) church has disconcinued weekly
bingo games. e reason, according to cthe pascor,
is cthe church lost $200 in two weeks” Awake,
4-8-57.

Whether tektites originate on Earth or in Heaven
was the subject of 2 paper by Messers Pinson,
Hermg and Cocmier, all of M.T. who have
analyzed tektices from che Philippines “by the mass
spectrometar to try to determine their age. They
said the age determined runs more than 700 million
years.” Sc. Paul Dispetch, 11-2-56.

A companion to that is 2 tombstone ad of che
Delano Granite Works. In che copy they boast
their memorials will stand “as an eternal symbol”,
and ac the bottom of the ad—"guaranceed forever”.

noc worth

Mealy asks: “Will che granice works be around to
make good?”

He also sends che following concribution o our
new department:

THE NAME'S THE SAME

He who replies to words of Doube
Doch puc che Light of Knowledge ouc.
—William Blake.
And from Agnes G. Ricchie:
Ever insurgent lec me be,
Make me more danng chan devour,
From sleek contentmenc keep me free
And fll me wich buoyanc doube.
—H. D. Thoreau.
Mrs. Ricchie has senc ochers which will appear

lacer.
CREDITS

The UFO daca numbered 105 chis quacter, includ-
ing publications. For cthose items, and ocher mac-
ter, credic is due to P. B. Godfrey-Bartram, Jacobs.

Mealy, Parr, Steinberg, Zruse, Barneson, Bennett,

Layne, Hehr, Barlow, England, Itcher, Bonavia,

Clayton, Weidemann, Borden, Farmham, Cotffman.
GOOD BOY

On one of the shows toward the end of the
series in which young Robert Scrom won so much
money, he had to supply the names of several
machemacicians, physicists and so on, crediced wich
certain formulas and feacs. In answering that ques-
ton his choice of words struck chis- Fortean ear
with a2 pleasant jole of surprise Ouc of all thae
orthodoxy learned by rocte, came chis sweet ctreble;
*“These laws were invented by—"

Not "“discovered” by, you understand, but “in-
vented”. You. can’t beat youngsters for frankness,

can you?
CLIMAX

Something mighcy exciting is happening in New
Orleans. It's a solid magazine, more than 88 pages,
$1.00 an issue and worth ic. I¢'s called Climax/ a
creative review in the jazz spiric. Send your $3.00
to Climax, 829 Royal Street. New Orleans 16, La.

Another good investment is the single dollar you
may send to Flashlighe, published by the Palo Alto
Peace Club, P O Box 205, Palo Aleo, Calif.

METEORIC FIRE
Contributed by MFS Caron.

Ie has repeatedly been reported thac masses of
iron, stones, dusc, membranous macter has fallen
at various spots on the faca of che earth. More
surprising are the reports of the fall of luminous
snow, hail or rain. Humboldet broached the subject
when he wrote as follows:

“Okccasionally (as is proved by che recent ob-
servation of Nicholson and Beccaria, of chis pha-
nomenon), isolaced clouds standing high above
the honizon, continue to emit a luminous radianc:
from their interior and from their margin . . .
In some cases, hailscones, drops of rain and
flakes or snow have been seen to fall in 2
luminous condition . . .”



LN

438

Probably che earliest case ceported is cthe one
relaced in che Bible, Exodus, Chapzer [X, v.v.
23-24:—"The Lord senc thunder and hail upon the
ground—so there was fire mingled with cain.”

The characteristics of this extraocdinary fire are
luminosity absence of the sensation of heac, smoke,
smell, crackling sounds assodiced wicth che dis-
charge of acmospheric elecericicy, short duration.
As cthe Geiger counter had not yet been developed.
no mencion is made of cthe presence of radio-
activicy.

In che lasc few years, incense cradio-activity of
short duradon is often nociced in rain or snow.
Should chis activicy lasc over a long peniod, it
could properly be called a3 form of fire, che same
as che emanadons from radium or those from
inzense X-Ray screams.

Professor Leon Kacz, of the University of Sas-
katchewan, recognized an earthly origin tor the
radio-activity in snow and rain, in the following
quotation, '"The dominant mode of cbtaining natural
acuvity in the atmosphere comes about cthrough
the cscape chrough space of radio-active radon
gas from che earth’s cruse. This decays in the
atmosphere, giving nse to various radio-active
products, of which a2 number of them have 1 half
life of chirty minuces.”

If the following cases were properly recorded.
we are apparencly in presence of some form of
products of nuclear fission, eicher of terrene or
meccoric origin.

The reports of the fall of meteonc fire were
numerous enough to induce Arago to write as
follows in his creacse, Astromomie Popmiaire:

“Some physicsts having denied cthe realicy of

the phenomenon, [ thought wise to search dili-

gendly into cthe subjece. A list will permit anyone

to form a personal reasoned opinion.”

1731

June Sch—Dom Hallai, prior of the Benedictine
of Lessay wrote: . during the night amidsc
chunders, chere fell every-where droplets of molten
metal, all aglow . . . (Arago)

1761

Bergman wncng to the Royal Sociecy, London:
‘I have observed twice during the night, wichout
thunder, a rain such that everything it touched.
scintillated and the earth seemed covered with in-
flamed waves.” Bergman had observed the sam=
phenomenon in snow.

1773
September 22nd . . . ac Skara, Swedea . . . ch:

rain started again ac six o'clock . . . each drop
theew fire ?3_,_-__: g the ground. (Arago)

1774

September 23ed . . . ac Skow, Easc Gothland—
the next day another storm with wind . . . the
fall of what could properly be called :a electric
rain because every droplet threw fire upon reaching
cthe ground. Ammuel Register, London, p. 71.

1767

September +/5—During a1 violent storm, che
farmer at a1 pond near Ourenctrai, France, saw it
covered over its extent by a1 Hame so dense chac
he could not see the surface of che water. (Arago)

1796

No date . . . a cernible and strange scorm wich
hail . . . ac Norwich . . . during a heavy rain.
the earth seemed impregnated with fire . . . Annudl
Register, London, p. 40.

1799

November 19th . . . at six o'clock in the morn-
ing, the inhabicanes of Hamcoates, in Lincolnshire,
were alarmed . . . the earth seemed illuminacad
by a succession of fixed lights during the space
of chirty seconds . . . Gentlernan Maga=ine, London.

p. 987.
1809

The meteorologise Howard reports having dis-
tinctly seen that che rain thact fell became luminous
wher_:_if_ came in contace wich che ground. (Arago)

1822

January 22nd—The meteorological station  ac
Freybourgh reports che fall of luminous slece.

(Arago).

1825
March . . . on a1 lake near Lochawas in Argyle-
shire . . . fearing a storm, chey rowed toward
the shore . . . they were overtaken by the snow

. . immediacely afcer, che lake chac had been
very calm before became like the boac . . . char
vestments and everything about them a fiery sur-
face. The parets: of their body cthat were exposed
to the air were noc excepted. They all seemed on
fire alchough they were not the seac of any sen-
sation of heat or warmth . . . che snow retained
this property for ac least twelve to fifteen minutes.
. . . Revne Britemnique, Pans, p. 378.

1870

September 2nd—In the early morning . . . re-
ported by Captain Howe, of the Southern Cross

. §8° laciude Souch, by 70° longicude . . . ac
large of Cape Horn . the heavens were an
opaque black . . . lictle by licele chis obscuricy
was succeeded by a vivid fire, projecting on every-
thing cthe glare of conflagration without smoks.
The ocean was like a sea of vermillion, whippad
by the hurricane. The sails, the mascs, the riggings
were tinted a flaming and blood red color. The
waves and the foam that washed the bridge th-cw
a veritable rain of firee The furious discharges of
hail, snow and sleet passed over us in red showers.

. Magezin Pittoresque, Paris, p. 28. (1871)

1871

April 2S5ch—ac 3:00 AM. . . . a third storm
occurred wich extremely low clouds . . . the sparks
succeeding one anocher under the form of luminous
trains running along cthe meadows. Seen at Pourencry,
ac cthe foot of the Jura Mountains. Magszin Pit-
toresque, Pans, p. 131.
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MORE NOTES of
CHARLES FORT

The material on chis page and chose
following comes from che MSS noces of
Charles Fort. The noces begia wich che
year 18300 AD, and we are printing them
chronologically, transcribed to the best of
our ability. As you have observed from
the several we have produced in facsimilie
—life size—<he handwriang is difficule, to
say the least; many are wricten in sym-
bols and code, a2 persomal shorthand. Each
date is on a separate scrap of paper. They
fill 32 boxes. The boxes are in two series,
one numbered, one ideatified by lecters of
the alphabec. The numbered boxes con-
cain records of non-human phenomena,
the others, records of persons. Ic is our
device to alcernate the two senies so that
the printed record is chronologically con-
secutive.

The lecters BA refer to Reports of the
Briash Associacion for the Advancement
of Sdence, which many US libraries have.
The numerals, such as '11 or '64 etc., in
connection with BA somedmes refer to
volume number, sometimes to year. In
applying for this macenal at your public
library, mendon that to the actendanc
and you should have no difficulcy.

Back numbers of DOUBT contain all
the notes to the point where we begin
below. Subsequent issues will continue
them uncil the 32 boxes are printed.

1869
Mox 3 (Contnued)

Oct

19 Tiverton Times of / In commenting upon

Sec Oct

Oct

fall ac Carlisle (in another column) says
that “a similar visitadon was nodced at
Kendal, buct no explanadon has 1s yec
been offered for the strange phenomenon™.
Kendal is 35 miles from Carlisle.

Nov 19, 1869, E Mec of. Thac the town
of S. Moulcon, N. Devon, had been visited
by cobwebs. “They were perfectly whice,
in loag shreds, some many yards in length,
quite cough, extremely coame Insects
were not entangled in them, but in 2 few
instances spiders were seen attached to
them: The micwmeope revealed them to
be compused of scriazed fibre dismnctly
separated at distances nuocleated.

15 Writer sayy that in Barnsaple 12 miles
to the W. N. W. they had not appeared.
15 Poinc is I have looked in Barnstaple and

Bideford Times and ocher papers (reverse)
Seems that this greac fall thac was seen,
so far a3 I can find ouc omly ac (inde-
cipherable word) did come down. Not

Aug

ac Tiv., eicther. / Tiverton 18 miles SE
(indecipherable word)

L B det / droppings oo—a cloud of
them taking cthe form of Westminscer
Abbey—dark cloud preapitacing enocrmous
cryseal / am suspicious chac (indecipher-
able word) has form oaly on (indecipher-
able word) underlying pactern.

(Thac is che end of the wire clip buc che bundle
within che string concinues. No notes from Box A
will be printed uncil we reach the end of Fort's
sening. T.T.)

Summer All che invasions at oc near che Coast

Oct

Oct

Oct 8-9

Oct

Early in / Coc to The Field, Nov 27,
writes thac of Locuses had been captured
ac Burton-on-Trenc. Says cthat not the
locuse thatc had frequently before been
seen in England bue was cthe locusc of
Northern Africa and Asia. So far as he
was aware, the insect had never before
visited Europe.

The Burton locuse. It was exhibiced ac
the Meeang of the Encomological Society.
Nov. 15, 1869—"It appeared to be idenci-
cal wich a spedes from Northern Bengal.
It was found in a yard of a brewery and
one of cthe entomologists suggesced it came
from N. Bengal in an empty recurned ale
cask. This would have it only (inde-
cipherable word) wicth che locusts of
Plymouch etc.

Locustes Writer in the Journal of the
Plymouth I[nscicute 415 says chac he
believes cthere is no record of a previous
visitc to England by these locuses (acridium
peregrinum) "“The heac in the shade on
the 8th and 9th was 74 degrees and 76
degrees Fahr. May not the temperacure
have influenced che migradon?” / My
own notion is that volume of heated air
and che locusts from the same place.

Encomol. Mag. and yet a cor writes that
ac to his experience and reading, insects
had been UNUSUALLY scarce summer of
1869 / Editor writes chat espedally white
bucterflis had been UNUSUALLY scarce.
/ In Jan 1870 some one else wrices upon
the subject, epedally the scarcicy of
bucterfliee. / Feb 1870, p. 218 anocher
writes and mentions ‘‘the unfavorable
season” of 1869

locuses / In Enc Mo Mag 7-1, said
these locusts were new to European fauna.
Said mentioned in no work upon European
Ortbopters. Said ac Plymouth many
taken; so large thac one of them was
thought to be an escaped canary. The



Aug 13

July

Aug 13

Aug 2§

Sepc 8

Aug 23

writer says thac he had invescigated Had
a2 query published in a French entomo-
logical publication, but no news reached
him thac chey been seen by any part of
Europe. Ha says thac if had come from
Africa, scarcely likely chac che passage
would have escaped notice in Iealy, France
or Spain / Here said was an African
locust but in the Entomologise said ap-
peared to be identical with 1 spedes from
Bengal. / Here mention § countries in
which been seen.

Cor Field Aug 28, says of chose thac
visiced Shropshire, were yellow of 1 specea
he had oo recollecion of having ever
seen before. In a leader the Editor writes
that in opinion of Mr Jenner Weir they
were differenc from ordinary English
specimens. ““The red is paler, and there
are divers slighce differences thac racher
indicate a foreign ongin.”

L Bs / Noching in Bibliocheque Uni-
verselle nor Revus des Couzs Scendfiques.

Cor to Sa Op:, 3-261, saw white objects
on leaves, oblong ab 1/3 inch long, and
found them to be cotcon-like secredons
of a2 new insect for which he propased
the name coccus flocaferus.

In Galagnani’'s Messenger (Aug 22)
(Paris) che invasion of England by the
L bs is told of, buc no mention in any
issue of this newspaper of L bs seen in
or going from France / Also told of
25ch and Sepc 4.

Scaracy Field Sept 4 Cor writes chat
in more than 6 weeks ac Axminster he
had seen exactly 4 houseflies

Bo / p 193 / This is Sa Op. 2-292 /
Thrips

L B Ses Aug., 1307

Myriads of L bs near the Humber Zoolo-
gist 1869-1922

Bo / L Bs / first ap at Ramseice on
9¢th Land & Wacer Aug 21 / L W.
Scpe 4 Amusing descriprion of § cats
ateracted to a lawn, gazing with amaze-
ment at the muldtudes on the lawn,
gazing as intently as if hypnotized / Det
glicter in sunlighe

Bo / ac to C Inverness Courier. Sept. 39—
that suburbs of Burn-island infested wich
swarms of the fly known as the “spinnine
jenny™. "They licerally covered the Links
and road ease of the town. and clustered
in the doorways and window :ills of che
houses.””

Bo / Locusts peculiwricy is chac chouch
a (indecipherable word) swarm in Oct
others earlier one Sept 14th. and one in
August in Gioucestshire Field Oce 23

Gardener’s Magazine of — p. 100 — dis-
cussion of the subject said chat in 1868
the caterpillar of che smaller white buccer-
fly had been common, so how account
for the rarity in 1869?

Aug 28 &

Sepc

Aug

Aug

Sept

4

13

24

Aug 28

Sept

Aug

Aug

Aug

23

21

Ayrshire Express of—several notices of
humming birds thac had been seen in
differenc places in Scotland. The Editor
writes that chey must have been hum-
ming bird moths.

Bo / Showered down ac Shoeburyness,
that men incerfered with in work in che
brick fields. Standard 20th writer says
thaec ac St Leonard’s-on Sea. all insects
excepe lady birds and black ants were
“few and far berween.”

Ac Long Benton appeared immense num-
ber of Pieris capae so scarce everywhere
else Enc. Mo. Mag., Dec. 1869. Swarms

falling every garden. Thousands were
killed by the gardeners.

Aberdeen Free Press Aug 20 For two
hours Inverness invaded by midges. ‘At

some poines the cloud was so dense that
people had to- hold their breath and run
through. The midges told of in Inver-
ness Courier of 1919 and said thac been
unusual number of aphides.

Standard of Extraordinary abundance in
Donegal Bay, of salmon mackeral, herrings
and other species.

Gardeners’ Chronicle of / For several
days early in Sepe—"iir full and earth
covered with yet another swarm of in-
sects. This ac Beccles for several days—
gnats  “no-hing like such an influction
h~d ever been seen by rche oldest in-
habitant!

Land & Water Cor writes rhat
them were some with colors reversed:
black bodies and red spoes / Sept 4—in
Lind & W. description of the invasion
of 15cth watched as a dark cloud coming
in from th= sea

Bo / fire flics had been so numerous chac
they had been "denounced is a1 nuisance.”

Bo / L. & W.—description of cloud of
beetles (aphodius contaminacus) though
to have been last of Auguse, ac Ullewacer.
An army chat flew in regimenes occupying
Y hour in passing.

Bo / Dow~r Telegraoh Shower of frogs
~t Henwick, near Worcester

wirh

Field of / Tnsects Cor writers char on~
afternoon last week (so ~bouc middle of
Aucust) there was a2 swarm of midges or
“thunder bugs” between Wingham and
Adisham. Seems not of local origin. Cors
clothes covered. So other persons who
s»id “thac they had never previously
been so assailed.”

Ac Long Benton Immense swarm of small
black Thrip swarmed into houses and
were swept from the walls and floors like
duse; doorsteps black with chousands of
them. Ent. Mo. Mag. 1869-171
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Aug

" July

July

Sept

Oct

Aug

Aug

12

25

24

21

Scarborough / sudden appearance of
myriads of a minute winged insect of 1
species of Thrip / There had been similar
swarms in cthe summer of 1859 Sci Op
2-292

Spiders / The iccounct is in Daily News
14-6-1 Sabe accounc

Dead Lady birds on Norfolk Coast Syn-
padaes wich chem / See Aug trans Norfolk

Off coasc of Norfolk 1 mass of dead lady
birds ab. 10 feet broad and tem or more
miles long. At same time immense swarm
of Syrphidaee Ab 9 miles from Coasc
Si Sos 1869-231

Boro’ Bridge unknown lictle moch caughe.
The wings were composed of feathers.
Nothing like it described in Newman's
British Mochs and similar works. Sa Op
2-359

Bo / 2 p.m. / Large white flakes of web
fell ac Cowes L & Wacer Oct 23. And
an “immense quanticy of flakes” at An-
dover, Sept 29 ac to F. Buckland. Ac-
cording to my records these 6 falls in
period of 2 weeks more than equalled
all other such falls in England since the
year 1800.

Field of Aug 28. Margate. “overwhelmed™
by a2 new invasion. A wasplike fly—wo
species. Tremendous numbers. “They are
slow, scupid and huagry, and quite harm-
less™. Another cor—"On Wednesday
(25ch) I went to Ramsgace by stcamboac
and 1s we approached wichin five or six
miles of Margate, complaints of wzsps
began to be heard. [ soon ascertained that
they were no wasps buc a bee-like fy.
As we nared Margate they increased to
millions, and it Margace pier they were
almost unendurable.” He sent some spea-
mens to the Editor who idencified 2 speces
of Syrphus. Some one else wrote that a
swarm had appeared before this swarm
ac Forese Hill. The Editor idencified
speamens as of one of the (indecipher-
able) and also of a (?) speces of Syrphus.

Ac Long Benton "“Immense swarms of
small, whice Pieris rapae Enc Mo Mag
1869-171 Thousands were killed by che
gardeners / This is che bucterfly thac had
been so scarce. In Enc pubs number of
comments upon the scarcicy of small
white bucterfly Pieris rapes. In the En-
tomologise 1869-301 Edward Newmen
writes thac up to July 12 he had seen
only 3} specdmems. pp: 313-315 half a
dozen cors coafirm this.

Times of / Writer mentions scarcity of
white butterflies and woanders how o
account for it.

Thrp / Long Benton 3 miles from New-
castle 8 miles E of Cancerbury ab 6
miles from coast less chan 10 from
Ramsgate / Winghart in E Kenc

Aug 24
Summer

May

June 1

July 24

June 15

June 15§

June

July 31
and
Aug 14

July

Auctumn

Aug 1)
13-17

Walton-on-che-Naze—'"a2 countless swarm
of Syrphi 7 species Enctomologist §-15

Can’c say all cases invasions (indecipher-
able) flies may been prevalence

2 uncommon bats killed near Torquay of
different spedes—one across wings 13!
inches Zoologist 1869-1768

At Windsor Great Park, cor co the Field,
June- 5, came upon a bird of "huge di-
mensions” unknown to him: legs and beak
black; rese white; Cor asks if could have
been a scork. Editor says most likely was
a stork.

Ab. 13 miles off the Lincolnshire coase,
beles of wacter some a few yards, some
hundreds of yards wide, a ‘‘thick pea-
soup appearance” wich Aphides. Zoologist
1869 p. 1839.

Minley in Hampshire / Found on 1 dusty
road a Rhynchophorous beecle of species
and genus new to lisced British beetles.
Enc. Mo. Mag. 1869-86

Insects / Cor to The Nacuralis; Noce-
book 1869-318 Caught ac Norwich an
unknown mocth—"quite different to any
figured or described in Mr. Newman's
Hiscory of thc British Moths.” forewings
1Y, inches from tip to tip—prevailing
color orange—whicish lines.

Aberdeenshire / a beetle new to British
lises of Coleopera. Said be rather common
in Lapland, cthe Alps, the caucasus. Enc.
Mo. Mag. Feb., 1870.

Field of / Scarcity of white buccerflies
commented upon by 2 cors.

Scarcicy of whice bucterflies noted in The
Field.

Buccerfly rare in England Deiopeia pul-
chella 3 capetured in England recorded—

quite rare for instance for years 1887-
1891 inclusive no known capture The
Encomologist 25/152

See 1807

Lady birds first reported in Times of
Aug 19, from Ramsgace and other places
on coast—covering people’s cloche—men
engaged to shovel chem into sewers. On
15th in Londoo—Westminster Abbey cov-
‘ered—ame from che east on Channel—
children in London filling bags wich
them. 14ch, 15ch, 16th—muldicudes on
coasts of Kene—Surrey—puine is feeble
flight never have crossed the Channel
writer says—buc as if from Calais—piers
covered—xd (indecipherable) in wacer—
high up looking like flakes of snow.
Writer asks for insertion of his letter—
if were seen to leave France—L T Sept 1
Thae on 30ch docks of Bristcol and Bach
covered. See Aug., 1847 Ill. London
News, Aug. 21 Daily News 20ch
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