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FIRST PRIZE 

Bob Steinberg Ius done it again. The ChicJ�O 
Tribune Press Scrvice told the Buffalo Courier 
L\fncss, 6 -14-56, that "the Internal Revenue Service 
is drafting a special income tax return to be used 
in c:�se of :�n H-bomb att:�ck on the United Sutes." 

E. M. G. Hibbert of Tasmania, AustrJlia, found 
rhis in the Hobart ,\l(acury, 2 -18-5 6. A two-yc:H­
old bull was slaughtered at Kunnra by Frederick 
Richards. Other witnesses arc mentioned but not 
nctmed. Richards dc-horncd the b:.dl and daims to 
hnc found an animal an inch and a half long 
in rhe brain caYit\'. The headline asserts the anim.d 
was a rat, but iatcr on we read-"Thc creature 
will be flown to the Agriculture Department labora­
tories at \Vallaccville for identification." 

Also: "Richards . . .  claimed the animal was 
embryo of a olf (but) Dr. M. J. McLean, pathol­
ogist at the Gn:ymouth Hospital, said there w:1� no 
placcnt:l or umbilical cord ... Moreover the ammal 
did not have cloven feet . . . The inspector of 
stock, Mr. .J. Fleming, s:�id he thought (it) was 
3 nt, but he could not explain how it could h:1vc 
got inside the brain cavity." 

MFS Powell of Dunedin, N. Z. , supplements the 
above with the version printed by the Auckland 
Star, 2-17-56. The n:�mcs of two witnesses to the 
finding of the "rat" :He W. Stewart and J. Lcon:�rd, 
"both experienced slaughtcrmen". 

Somebody held this one out on us since 1941. 

It's from the October issue of Shy, 1n :1 column 
signed "R. K. M." 

"In a letter l recci vee! from Dr. Shapley recently 
he said, 'Our experience is that a comet makes �n 
image which is a mere speck of smudge; if the 
inuge is equipped with he:1d and tail, if in short 
it is the spit and image of a comet, we arc sure 
it is a defect.'., 

Esscnhigh of Seveno:1ks came up with some sweet-· 
hccHts. "Scientists from the North Kiangsu medical 
college" studied three bodies c:1lled 400 years old, 
and announced that "under microscopic examination 
the cartilegc cells :�ppe:1rcd to be :�live ... London 
University professors \'V' alkcr Y etts ... and Thom:1s 
Baillie Johnston dismissed the report as impossible." 
London Sumlav Express, 5-20-5 6.  

Acto the Su 11day Dispatch, 5 -6- 56, Air Chief 
Marshal Lord Dowding told a gathering of spm­
tualists at C:�nterbury, "I have a friend at Col­
chester who can sec fairies and converse with them 
freely. I have often been there when she h:1s been 
talking to them. I have never seen them, but I 
believe implicitly in their existence." 

In Browning Street, Walworth, lives William 
Lucas, a bookmaker, his wife and :1 daughter ae 8. 
His flat is up two flights of stairs and at the end 
of a row of (how many?) doors. 

At 2 a.m. Feb. 17, :1 thumping at the door 
c:1used them to open it. They found an Irish 
youth, about 16, stripped to his shirt and drawers, 
tied to the door in such a way that if the door 
had been opened suddenly, he would ha vc been 
strangled. 

The youth said four men l1:1d done it but he 
would not describe them or give his name. Whether 
Lucas gave him pants or not, the youth w:�s sent 

aw:1y, and in :�n hour he was back, tied up in :1 

similar way. 
The following Thursday, Feb. 23, more thumping 

and calls for help. This time the victim was an 
Indian cook named Abdooraman Mader. He de­
scribed four men :�s responsible :1nd told of being 
transported to the LuC:ls door from :1 b:�r in a 
nn, threatened by :1 knife. 

Lucas can't guess who is doing it, but he took 
out a gun license :1nd bought a double-barrelled 
shotgun. That is all. 

Essenhigh sends the first account from "Missile 
Mile " containing any such detail a5 this: "(Herbert 
A If red Healey) saw :1 man raise :1 gun to his 
shoulder, :�nd point it at his lorry ... 'There was 
:1 sound like r he ricochet of a bullet and something 
hit my eye ... The man nude :1 dive for a fence, 
�nd as he went over it, I clcJrly saw he had a 
rifle with a long b:�rrel. I couldn't sec where he 
went because my eye w:�s stre:�ming.'" 

That was on the night of 1-18-56, "ncar the 
Astolat Nurseries, about a mile south of Esher and 
within :1 few hundred yards of where three car 
windscreens have been shattered in the p:�st seven 
days." Daily Express. The tot:�l of windscreens 
snushed at that time, on that road, acto the 
E.\·prcss was 83 in the p:1st six years, but no 
other account re:1ching us mentions any man or 
gun being seen. "Sir Maxwell Fyfc . . .  s:�id 111 

the House of Commons that the Commissioner of 
Police had no reason to believe that the damage 
w:�s :�trribut:�ble to malicious mischief.'' 

On 3-11-56, Empire NewJ st:�tcs tlut "victims 
top 100. There were three more last week." The 
finger of suspicion is pointed at :1 "red-brick man­
sion" called mysterious. "It is believed to be a 
secret research establishment where ultrasonic ex­
perts create concen tratcd pressure waves." 

Nothing is said :�bout Healey's testimony re­
garding the man with the rifle, in fact, "The police 
have ruled out the theory that a marauder is 
shooting at cars with a high-powered rifle." 

On 3-23-56, the Timrs makes the score 12-4 
incidents since January 17, 1954. Still "The police 
had found no evidence that the d:1mage was due 
to malicious action." Cr. Gee. 

At the same time, auto glass keeps on shattering 
elsewhere. A bus window "exploded" ne:�r Ilford, 
Essex, 4-14-56. The rear window of :1 car in 
Lorain, Ohio, 7-17-56. Cr. Carlos. 

CARCASS 
At Dry Harbor, Alaska, a thing washed up on 

the beach. "More than 100  feet long and 1 5 feet 
wide . . .  reddish brown hair about two inches 
long . . .  syrupy blood flows from puffy parts of 
the flesh when it is poked ... no blubber or fat 
can be seen . crimson flesh is decomposing 
rapidly." 

Discovered two months before 7-22-56, by EHI 
Flemming. Other witnesses, Dan and Clint Morten­
sen and Bob Kedrick, staff writer on the Juneau 
Daily Empire. "At Seattle, Trevor Kincaid, retired 
U of Washington zoologist, said the description fits 
that of no known creature." Nonetheless, Life 
Magazine, 8-6-5 6, says, "possibly rare, beak-nosed 
Baird's whale". Cr Bennett, Barneson, Taylor and 
others. 
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FIGARO REFORMERS 

The high-caste barbers of New Delhi, India, gave 
free hair-cut and shaves for a week to "untouch­
ables", :�nd appealed to all barbers in India to 
drop their ":�ge-oid traditions " of caste discrimina­
tion. Liverpool Ecbo, 3-12-56. Cr. Russell. 

In Rome the union barbers pulled down girlie 
calendars, threw away girlie magazines and decided 
to "guard their conversations so that they won't 
contribute to juvenile delinquency ". N. Y. PoJI, 
10-31-56. Cr Steinberg. 

Another cure couplet on the adV:lncc of auto­
morality comes from the Hunniston (Calif.) 
Standard, 2-26-56 and 4-1-56. A magistrate in 
Union, S. C., told a man charged with a minor 
crime to come to his office at a certain hour, but 
the judge was late for the :1ppointment. He found 
:1 note from the man, "Gone to the gang." Upon 
checking the county road gang, Magistrate J. Lee 
Gregory was told by the supervisor that the man 
has :�ppeared and said, "I come to make 10 days." 

The companion piece is from Farmington, N. M., 
where a prisoner on a drunk and disorderly ch:�rgc 
faced a former employer who h:1d come to pay 
his fine. The would-be benefactor owns a sheep 
r:1nch, and the prisoner is quoted as saying he would 
rJther stay in jJil than herd sheep. 

RUSSELL'S BEST 

Britain's Astronomer Royal, presumably the fairly 
new one named Richard van der Riet Woolley, 
is quoted in the (London) ObsctTcr, 3-18-56: 
"Looking through a telescope is one of the most 
unrewarding pastimes there is." 

The same chap also characterized interplanetary 
travel as, "utter bilge". T imc, 1-16-5 6. Cr Pierce. 

The floor of a house in Islington, Liverpool, had 
been torn up six times between 2 -2-5 6 and 7-2 1 -5 6 

to find out why pools of water form there. Some­
times the water is an inch and a half deep. No 
explanation yet, but a Corporation health dep:Ht­
ment official is quoted: "\Ve are keeping an open 
mind about the whole thing.'' 

Storks generally split their year between AfricJ 
and Europe. They "winter" in AfriC:l but go north 
-as far as Norway and Russia-to breed. In 1956, 
South African birdwatchers reported that "the ma­
jority" of the storks stayed around down there­
but did not breed. Liverpool Echo, 8-20-5 6. 
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Concrete buildings in Yokohama, Jap:w, er..:ctcd 
in the paH 30 years, have sunk more than I 0 
inches. Every building in the ciry is being in­
spected fur subsidence or leaning, which appears to 
be prevJlcnt all over town. Liverpool Lcbu, 3-16-5 6. 

A tomcat in Harrismith, Orange Free State, gav..: 
birth to four kittens. A veterinary confirmed th•: 
eat's bi-sexuality. Liverpool b·!Jo, 2-15-56. 

Percy Drake of Saratog.t Springs, N. Y ., pre­
sen ted a promi�sory note for collection from the 
Se;He of M assach uset ts. The not..: for £1 0 was 17 6 
years old, "issued at a rate of (, per cent interest 
as an enliHment bounty during the revulutiorury 
wJr, ... It would have been worth over a million 
doiLH'>, but the Sut..: of M:ts,H:lnt,ctts refused tu 

pay it. Manche>rcr Guardiau, 7-9-5t>. 

The number of bees in D..:nmark has been cut 
in half by the usc of imecticides, acto a survey 
by the State Bee-keeping Research Station ne.H 
Copenhagen. Liverpool /�rho, 11-R-56. 

ln Taniwh:l Springs, Rotorua, N. Z., l1.1s lived .1 

trout, "normally he was reddish-brown fwm the 
mouth to the dorsal fin, where he abruptly changed 
colour to lemon-green. \'\'hen fed or upset (thmc) 
colours reversed." The fish, called Harvey, h.1s be�n 
on exhibition nearly 6 years, insured by Lloytk 
Now he is tlcad-and premnnbly I.loyds has p.1id. 
Liverpool f.cbo, 3-6-56. 

The storms oi 3-2t> and 3-27-5(, were full of 
fire. A house in Worksop w:1s struck by "a ball 
of light", power lines were struck ncar Spordon, 
gr:1ss fires were reported in Derby, Yorkshire, 
Cheshire. At Radcliffe, Lanes, ".1 deafening bang 
and a blue fhsh" did considerable tbmage to house 
and garage. "The force of the blast led people to 
think it was a meteorite. Police found nothing." 
Manchester Guardian and Daily J:\·pri'SS, 3 -28-56. 

CHIN A IN ESSEX 

The southern pare of England lud violent 
thunderstOrm with gales that flattened "c:Jrav:�m, 
chimney stacks and telegraph poles" as well as a 

plum tree in the yard of MFS Atkins, Colchester, 
Essex, 7-28 to 7-30-56. Atkins is the MFS who 
observed black moons in the Sud.1n. He writes: 
"Y estcrda y, during the gale, I found the enclosed 
ob;ect lying on a bed of lettuces just outside my 
backdoor. I have never seen it before yet it was 
lying on the surface of the plot. I have dug and 
forked and weeded this particular patch frequently, 
so it could not possibly have been in the soil before. 
The aforementioned plum tree fell a few y:�rds 
:�way from the plot. Where did these birds come 
from? 1 think it unlikely that anyone started 
throwing bits of china into my g:Hden in the 
midst of a storm. I dare say all kinds of object., 

do tend to collect at the top of plum tree�, but 
even so china birds arc not likely to be ::rnong 
them. " 

The object is a piece of white ceramic nuteri.tl 
modeled to represent a pair of birds perched on a 

bough. One bird-presumably the male-is crested 
like a cockateel. The piece is two inches high by 
.111 inch and five eighths in width, obviously broken 
off a larger work of art, probably mundane. 

In this connection we have a note here about 
_lane, Ill' 9, daughter of the vicar of Shoreham, 

Sus�cx, who dug up a carving of Buddha in the 
viCJrage gHden. "Experts say it is I , 7 0 0  ye.1n old." 
Nc·u·s Cbroniclt', 9-7-5 5. Cr. Simpson. 

FBI NAMES WANTED 

Will all members of the Society who also draw 
s.1lary from the FBI ple:�se send your names to YS 
together with your permi>sion for us to forw:Hd 
thi� infornution to .J. Edgar l-Ioovcr? He l1.1s 
written us a p..:rson.1l l..:ttcr asking us tu n.1mc 
you, but of course we wouldn't do that without 
your permission. 

THE REAPER REAPS 

Dc.1th h:1s hit the Society sevcrdy in 26 F , 

bq;inning with Tom Elsendcr of Newcastle, Eng!Jnd, 

who had been on the rolls almost from our 

beginning>. 
lt is hardly ncce;�.try to comment on the qtulity 

uf the d.1t.1 Tom supplied �o consistently, fur most 

uf you h.l\'e read hi> l.Hgc contributions to almost 

ev..:ry i>sue of DOUBT. \\:'hat you will not h.�,·� 

known is th:lt the Fortc.ltl:l actu:tlly printed was 

�..:.,., than .1 tenth part of all he ><.:nt us. He w.1s 

.1 .,erious Hudcnt of astrology and weather, and 

\\ .1> fore\'cr seeking corrcl:ttions in those phenomena. 

11..: had a wry, dry sense of humor which nude 

hi' corrcspond..:nce a delight, h.trdly to be rephccd 

in kind. 
From hi> fellow town,m.tn, J\lFS Simpson, we 

h.1vc warmly symp.nhetic lett..:r addressed to 
R us�..:ll, giving a few person.tl d..:tails. Tom was 5 3 . 
very tall, with a mop of silver hair, who liked 
his drop of gin at the Bl.tck Horse pub, but alw:�y; 
refused to consult a doctor. In his last illness, 
when :1 medico was finally called in, Tom w;�s 

hurried to a hospital where he died of pn..:umonia. 
As Russell points out, in his reply to Simpson. 

"Tom, of his own accord, stepped into the breach 
when l w:1s away 4 � years erving in the R.A.F. 
\'V'hilc I was away he corresponded understandingly 
and sympathetically with my wife, did his best to 
help her out with the Fortean matters she'd been 
left to handle as best she could. I shall always be 
grateful to him for that." 

Tom was unmarried. A brother surv1ve5 111 
Scotland. 

Then we lost our newest Honorary founder, the 
celebrated "Ajax" Carlson of Chicago. It would 
be quite usdcss for us to recap the ureer of Dr. 
C:Hlson. The Scientific press has done that ad 
nauseum. For a few of his honors sec DOUBT #41. 
Unfortunately Dr. C:1rlson did not live up to our 
expectations of him after accepting the post of 
Honor.try Founder but we lack the space to go into 
detail. Our problem now is ro find a successor 
op�·r.Hing within the Sacred Circl..:s of Sci:nce. 
Suggestion; arc solicited and our progress will be 
reported. 

MFS Gordon Hollyer was another loss we must 
lament but can't rep;tir. He died in Buffalo, N. Y., 
a!' 57. He had been a newspaperman for 3 7 years, 
hi; widow tells us, "a book collector scholar and 
;keptic". All our symp.lthy goes to her. 

Out in Ocean.1, Calif., MFS EllJ Young died 
.H the :1dvanced age of 88. She was a well known 

Irish poet, author of several books of Jrish mytlwl­
ogy, and was named to the ch:1ir of Cclti.: 
mythology at the U of California in 1 9 3 I. 

Frank Lone, the modern proponent of th� cLIY,i.: 
"Golden Mean" represented by the number 1.6 Ill +. 
mentioned so many times in DOUBT, was anothlr 
sad casualty of the period. 

Although \'V'aldemar Kaempffcrt was not a memba 
of the Society, he was a long-time personal frienJ 
of YS and truly a Fortean at heart. The New York 
Timn is to be commisserated upon his passing. 

STUDY SOCIAL CREDIT 
Those of you who have grown weary of jerking 

like jumping-jacks whenever the Federal Reserv� 
Board pulls the srrings will do well to ex:�min� 
the literature of Social Credit Associ:ttes, 21 Chcr­
wing Road, Yonkers 2, lew York. They 1ssue : 1  

bi-monthly Newsletter for $ 1 .0 0  a year. 
As appears, the Canadian province of Albert.1 

has had a "Social Credit Government" sine..: th� 
year 23 FS, and although it must function under 
Dominion restrictions made in Otuwa, it seem., to 
have acquitted itself right well. 

\'V'ill Alberta members please give us their per­
sonal reactions to Social Credit Jfter years ex-
perience? 

WHO KNOWS? 
1\ Briti�h member asks about American attempt� 

to dc\'elop mental powers by irradiation of the 
brain with microwaves. \'V'hat c::n you tell us? 

\XIe do not know if it is pertinent to his purpo,c, 
but .1 book is available, Ml·nlal !'ower tbrougb sin'/1 
suggestion, by Melvin Powers. It costs $1.00 and 
may be had from the Brezan)' Comp:1ny, Box .109, 

Glendale 5, Calif. This does not comtitute a recom­
mendation for this book by YS. 

NO SUCH ORGONE 
Through the years a good many members have 

written to ask why YS was not wa,·ing the Fortean 
flag for Wilhelm Reich, M.D., and :1 few luvc 
got downright nasty about it. In self-defense we 
have called your attention to his work from time 
to time and told you where to obtain his literature. 

There are two reasons why YS w.�s not more 
enthusiastic, after studying that li.erature himself. 
First, the basic motivation appeared to be an attempt 
to establish a new ;et of therapeutic dogmJs complete 
with a jargon nomenclature for the troub!ed nnssc� 
to bow to, as Madame Blavatsky founded Theosophy 
and Mary llaker Eddy her Christ iJn Science. It 
was as if Reich had said to himself, "FreuJ did 
it, why not I?" 

YS does not condemn that ambition but there 
was not the slightest reason for being uken in by 
it or for assisting in its realization. 

The second reason may have been poor judgment. 
Who is to say? Nobody has ever yet called YS a 

Puritan, but-if one understood what the n·:w 
nomenclature intended-the methods indioted for 
the release of orgon energy in the pre-pubertiti 1l 

v:e
.
re capable �f vast abuses by prurient adult prac­

titiOners, and tt was one's opinion that the majority 
of adult practitioners would be prurient, unfor­
tunately. 

Th�se were the original reason for letting Reich 
hoe h1s own row with a minimum of notice. Now 
that Reich and his colleague, Michael Silvert-also 

an M.D.-are in the toils of the Law, we arc on 
their side. 

From a copyrighted pamphlet authored by Ray­
mond R. Recs and Lis \'V'yvell, we learn that the 
Federal Drug Administration has decreed that there 
is no such thing as "orgonic energy", so it can't 
be .tccumulated, so the Orgone Institute Rese:�rch 
Laboratories, Inc., have to stop trying to accumu­
late it or telling about their effort> to do so. 

Dr. Reich refused to enter court to defend 
himself, on the ground that no court is competent 
to pa� on such a question. \'V'e arc inclined to 
agr�e with him on that. There's no God ci:hcr, 
but the FeclerJI Drug Administration has no au­
thority to stop the churches from selling His Blood. 

No price is set on the pamphlet, perhaps beouse 
of the FDA decree, but it cost money to print it, 
so YS >trggcsts a contribution if you wish to read 
it. Address: Raymond R. Rees, 1 8 0  Main Street, 
Southampton, Long Island, N. Y. 

If you fed \'cry strongly in the matter and 
wish to contribute to the defense fund, you may 
send :111y sum you can afford to William Steig, 
Box 1 7 4 ,  Lakewood, . J. He asks tint checks be 
nude out to "OROP Desert Ea--EPPO Fund". 

In his letter of appeal, elated October 15, 1956 , 
he >Lites that 'accumuLnors have b�en destroyed, 
and several tons of the natural scientific writings 
of Dr. Wilhelm Reich have been put to the torch, 
under supervision of the FDA pill inspectors." 

He goes on to suggest that "Reich's new tech­
nology of Cmmic Orgone Engineering" c:1n alter 
weather, break drought, lift smog, etc., etc., etc. 
It pains one to observe that this ;macks of oppor­
tunism, as if driven out of the he:tlth field the 
Doc or his b:1ckers have turned to r:1in-making. 

Be that as it may, Reich has attracted a sup­
porter worth having in the person of a writer 
named Lawrence Barth. Not for profit but because 
he believes what he is saying, Barth has applied 
Orgonomy to politics and other world affairs in 
a pamphlet you may have for the asking. It is 
called "Digging the Roots of Our haos" and­
if �nc 

_
understands its essential purport-the sug­

gestron rs that we would not now be in this mess 
if Dr. Reich had Jdministered his treatment to the 
Fat Cats pre-pubertitionally. 

Besides that pamphlet, Lawrence Barth has written 
a book of I 00 pages called "Universe Inside Me" 
which is colored by the Reich philosophy without 
being about the man. It is more ,1bout Barth and 
what it tells you about him is admirable. 

'
rn :1 

word, if Barth is the kind of person :1nd the 
quality of mentality that can be produced by 
Orgo

.
n�my, 

.
we can do :1way with the Federal Drug 

Admrn1stratron because we won't need :1ny more 
drugs. 

The style is modern but completely comprehen­
sible. The phrase-making is somewhat reminiscent 
of Kenneth Patchen and Dylan Thomas. One hopes 
tlnt Barth is a young man because the uppermo,;r 
question n the end of the book is--where will 
he go from here? 

So-make out a check for $2 . 0 0  payable to 
L:1wrence Barth, and send it to Box 9 9 ,  Village 
Station, N. Y. C.-whether you arc interested in 
Reich or not. "Universe Inside Me" is exciting and 
sound. 
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WY KES WHACKY 

In Eng land t hey have a week l y  ca l led l� t cry­
body \ ,  and 1 1 1  t he issue (bted J une 2 3 ,  1 9 5 6 , 
.1 ppears an a r t i c le  by A l an  \'V' ykes. The t i t l e  i s ,  " I s  
r he Fart h R ea l l y  Roun d ? "  

T h e  quest ion i s  w e l l  asked i n  t hose f e w  words,  
but i n  the  t housands  tha t  fol low B rother  \V ykes 
gon o ff t he deep end. Hi s  biggest b looper is t he 
.1-;�e r r ion t h a t ,  " l n  Amer ic.1 t here is st i l l  a flour i sh­
ing g roup of ph i losophers, c a l l i ng themsel ves for t ­
cans ,  who a l l  subscribe to  t he fl a t -eart h be l ief. " 

\'V'e t ru>t t h a t  no fewer t h an  t h ree-score Br i t ish 
members of the Societ y have wayhid  \'(' y kes and 
H ra ightened h i m  out by t h i s  t ime. 

Odd l y ,  however, the  m:� in i l l un r.l t ion fo r his 
a r t i c le i s  capt ioned , "Our world, " s  photographed 
f rom 1 0 0 m i les up by equ ipment i n  rockets  fi red 
from the  \'V'h i t e  Sands p rov ing g rounds ,  New Mex ico. 
The pict u re ,  a compos i te of 3 I 0 sect ioru l  pr in t s ,  
so f:u ha s  p rovoked no comment  from the  fl a t ­
e a r t h  be l ievers ." 

The p i c ture so capt ioned shows an hor izon cu rved 
in the or thodox nunner.  

ot  as a fl a t -ear ther ,  but  s imply as an  observer 
"p rovoked" by  t he p i c ture to " commen t " ,  YS  sug­
ges t s  t h a t  "3 I 0 sec t iona l  pr in t s"  of the edge of a 
b i l l i ar d  t ab le  can easi l y  be pasted i n to a com­
posi t e  prov i n g  t h at t he  edge of the  t ab le  is as round 
as a b i l l i a rd bal l .  Cr.  Simpson 

APOLOGIES TO LE ITZELL 

In DOUBT # 5 2  we pr in ted a piece by R usse l l  
W .  G ibbons g i v i ng  the  Nort h Pole b:�ck  to  Doc 
Cook.  In the cou rse of the a rt ic l e  sc.mc s ugges t ions 
were made w h ich the aut hor had based upon er­
roncom premises . M r. Ted lei t ze l l  found them 
offens i ve and took immed ia te  s teps  to  se t  t he  record 
H raigh t .  A l t hough DOUBT and its ed i to r  h ave no 
respons ibi l i t y  in the mat ter ,  we a rc ext remel y sorry 
the  i n cident occurred and th i s  is our  a((empt t o  
rec t i fy  the  m isunders tand ing .  

M r .  Gibbons wr i tes : " U pon p reparat ion of  my 
i n i t i a l  d raft  for t he a r t i c le on Dr .  Cook I had 
bc�n sen t some i n format ion concern ing  M r . Ted 
Lci t ze l l 's work upon Dr. Cook 's beh a l f ,  wh i ch ,  un ­
fort unatel y ,  I w i l l  admi t  to  no t  h av i ng secured 
complete documen t a t ion before i nsert i ng  i t  i n  my  
manuscr ip t .  U pon l e a rn ing  otherwise I requested 
Editor Thayer  to expunge th i s  reference, but  the  
pl ates h:td a l ready been se t  and the  run made on 
the  issue. Th i s  became known to me onl y days  before 
the  magaz ine act u a l l y  appeared. I ha ,·e s ubseq uent l y  
been ad v ised t h a t  M r. Dona ld  B .  Mac M i ! l i a n  has  

nn·cr  been connected with the  Zen i t h  Corporat ion ,  
and t h at Mr .  Leit ze l !  accepted h i s  posit ion  w i t h  
Zen i t h  a lmost seven yea rs a fter he l e f t  as editor 
of the  magazi ne. M r. Lc i tzc l l  has  adv i sed me of 
these facts  and it i s  with deep regret t int  I accept 
t he fac t  t h a t  aspersions were cast upon h im . "  

M r. Lei t ze l ! w ri t es, i n  par t : "Gibbons should 
learn h i s  facts before w ri t ing  such mater ia l  about 
anybody.  S ince you obvious ly  d id  not  check h i s  
st atement s ,  I am  g i v i ng you here  the  facts  on  t h is 
s i t uat ion .  

"MacM i l l a n  i s  not , and has never been ,  a n  officer 
or d i recto r of  Zen i t h .  

"The  R.. c·td A m erica ar t i c les Gibbons ment ions 
were publ i shed in the  i s sues from September ,  1 9 3  5 
to J a nua ry ,  1 9 3 6 . 

" J n  1 9 .> 7 I brough t Dr .  Cook to Ch icago, housed 
him in a good hotel a t  my own expense, and 
worked out with h im  h i s  demand t h a t  the  A meri­
can  Geog raphic Societ y i n vest igate h i s  pol a r  c l aims .  
Thi ;  b rough t  Cook back  i n to the  l i me l igh t ,  and 
gave h im  a new lease on l i fe. 

" I n  1 9 3 8  I went to A l aska  a t  m y  own expense 
to i n vest iga te h i s  M c K i n ley work .  I d id not c l imb 
M r .  M c K i n le y ,  but  d id  make a n  ex tens ive  s tudy  
o f  the  R u t h  G lac ier  a rea ,  where Cook i s  a l leged 
to have  t a ken his sumq1i t  photo, and demons trated 
that the  fake moun t a i n  top p ic t u re publ i shed by 
h i s  enemies was no dup l icate of h i s  summi t  photo.  
This  materi a l ,  as wel l  as long and  favorable a rt icle 
abou t Cook ,  was publ i shed i n  A d t 'e n l u rc in e i ther 
1 9 3 8  or 1 9 3 9 . 

" I n  the  same yeJrs I publ i shed o ther  mater ia l  
support i ng Dr .  Cook .  A few years l a ter a book 
publ i sher asked my opi n ion  of Cook 's manuscr ipt ,  
/{ ( '/1/ rtl From l b l '  Pole. I st rong ly  recommended i t s  
publ icat ion .  

" I  hJve never changed my op in ion about Cook 's 
Pol a r  success and Pea ry 's fa i l u re. Nor h ave I been 
muzzled on e i ther  s ubject . . .  On ly  one new fact  
of any  impo rta nce to the  subject  ha s  become ava i l ­
ab l e  for pub l i ca t ion : Cook 's descr ipt ion of  the  
"g l ac i a l  i s l and" ncar t he Pole is t h e  fi rs t  descr ip­
t ion ever g i ven of  t he f loa t i ng  i ce i s lands t h a t  
a rc n o w  ident ified as T- 1 ,  T - 2 ,  e t c .  Tha t  is a 
n i ce b i t  of evidence for Cook ,  s i nce it p l a ces h i m  
severa l  hund red m i les c loser to the  Po le t h an h i s  
c r i t i cs concede, b u t  i t  i s  n o t  enough to  wa rrant  
a magJzinc a r t i c le .  l f  new,  per t i nen t  facts  become 
ava i l ab le t o  me nn the subjec t ,  I sh : , I J  wr i te about 
them.  

"Now,  about the  h igh sa Luied job that  s t i l l e d  
my  v i t riol i c  pen  i n  1 9 3 6 :  

" I n  November, 1 94 2 ,  after bei ng rejected for 
phys ica l  reasons when 1 vo lunteered for the a rmy ,  
T wen t  to work  i n  t h e  Zen i t h  factory as a s c rew 
d r i ver  meclnn ic  a t  8 0 <' per hou r. This was nca r ! )' 
se ven years after  pub l i c a t ion of the  R eal A me rica 
series , and fou r  yea rs a fter I lnd run out o f  
Jny th ing  to  w ri te abou t  Dr .  Cook.  Tha t  wou ld 
make i t  t he l a test and lcastcst br ibe i n  h i s to r y . "  

M r. Le i rzel l i s  now Pub l i c  Re l a t ions  D i rector for 
Zen i t h  R adio Corporat ion .  

A fu l l e r  p resenta t ion of Mr .  Gibbons '  t heisis 
appea red in the December issue of  FUR Y  magazine. 
Copies may be obta i ned from t he pub l i sher ,  Weider 
Period ica l s ,  1 6  Hopk in s  A venue ,  Jersey C i ty ,  N. ] .  
-bu t  Y S  does n o t  k now t h e  p ri ce. 

FALLS 

Hai l-golf-ba l l  s i ze-at I nd ian :1pol i s ,  I nd . ,  mid­
n igh t  before 5 - 1 4 - 5  5 .  

Ha i l-t he fi rs t  seen there i n  4 7  ycJI's-at Toyanu,  
Cen t r a l  Japan ,  Sunday before 5- 1 8 - 5 5 .  

Frozen "bubbles"- �  8 i n ch t o  � �  i nch  1 11 

diameter-fe l l  "s low l y "  in a sma l l  a rea ,  5 feet by 
10 fee t ,  on  a hrm at  R u t herford,  N .  C. The 
s ky  was  c lear  and t he wea ther  "warm".  Cr Wimmer. 

Hai l  in a res t r icted a rea,  400 feet by  3 0 0 fee t ,  
j ust we s t  of cou n t y  l i ne bet ween Chautauqua :llld 
Cat t a rangus ,  N. Y. So much h :1 i l  fel l in 1 5  minutes 
t h a t  drifts 8 i nches high were s t i l l  unmcl tcd 5 

hours l a ter ,  6 - 1 0 - 5  5 .  Bu ffa lo f. z T ning N1 · ws. 

H:� i l-larger t h a n  baseba l l s-great d:unage-Bi l l ­
ings ,  Montana ,  7 -6 - 5 5 .  

"Ha i l-ruined 9 0 7o of the  c o rn  c rop i n  a n  area 
of 1 5 0 square m i les a round Pa rma ,  I t a l y ,  7 - 27 - 5 5 .  

Hai l-size o f  hen eggs-, orrhern Transva l l ,  
A frica,  1 2 - 1 - 5 5 .  

I ce-" 2 0 0 -pound cake"-madc a hole 1 8  i nches 
i n  d i ameter i n  roof of house and  bat h room cei l i ng ,  
9 1 1 3  J uniper S t reet ,  F i restone d i s t r i c t  of l. A. ,  
Ca l i f . ,  3 - 1 2 - 5 6 . House i s  u nder a n  a i rp l ane  route. 
Sher iff i s  check i ng t ake-offs and l a nd ings .  Cr. Moore 
and others .  

Ice-rectangu l a r  chunk 6x6x4 i nches,  a l l eged to 
have  weighed 6 pounds-dur ing ra in  a t  Brampton , 
Ont . ,  7 -6- 5 6 . A n  un i n formed scribe on t he Ham i l ­
ton Spectator w ri t es ,  "Meteorologis ts  s ay  i t  migh t 
be the  l a rgest h a i ls tone on record . . . R ecord 
holder now i s  4 Yz pound ha i ls tone wh i ch  fel l  1 0 0 
years ago i n  Spa in . "  Cr. Wil l iams and  Caron .  

Ha i l-thousands of tons of i t ,  up to gol f ba l l  
s ize-five feet deep in  p l aces ,  a t  Tunbridge Wel l s ,  
E ng. ,  8 - 6 - 5  6 .  Cr. Borden and Campbe l l .  

I ce-chunk  2 feet by  1 foot by 2 i nches-from 
a clear warm sky over Nor th  Fresno, Ca l i f . ,  8 -7- 5 6. 
"Wi t nc;ses " said i t  came from a jet p l ane. The 
p i lot  said it did not. Santa  Mon i c a  E l ·cnh1g Ou tlook. 

Ha i l-as l a rge as t angerines-in the n igh t  of 
8 - 1 2 - 1 3 - 5 6 , around Temple,  Pa. M uch  g l ass damage 
and h u m a n  i n j u ry  reported. Ph i l a .  B ulleti n,  cr 
Borden .  

I ce-" 2 8 -pound chunk" 1 11 
London, Eng l and ,  1 0 - 2 - 5  6 .  
p l ane. Cr 0/tcher. 

Bessi nby Pa rk ,  R ui s l i p ,  
Pol ice t hough t  from 

I ce-chunks  weigh ing a quar ter  of a pound  and 
more-in a storm t h a t  smashed bu i l d i ngs and 
k i l led l i vestock ,  v i l l age o f  Ojo de Agua, N uevo 
Leon ,  Mexico, I 0 - 1 8 - 5  6 .  Cr Zubryn .  

F ish-"fou r  good-sized carp"-not seen to  fa l l  
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-caught  i n  gu t t e r  during  ra i nstorm i n  Arcad i a ,  
Cal i f. ,  1 1 - 2 0 - 5  5 .  Bu ffa lo Cou ric· r - b jm·ss.  

Fish-"shoals  of sma l l "  ones-fe l l  in Port E l iza­
bet h ,  South  A fr ica .  A t t r ibuted to two sma l l  boys 
who a l leged to  have  t h rown  them from a w indow. 
R l' l 'cillc•, 1 - 1 3 - 5 6 .  C r  Sim pso11. 

Fish-live-dropped in t he s t reet s  f rom " a  freak ,  
tw is t i ng \\' i nd"-al legcd to  h a ve been "sucked u p  
from the  bay"  a m i le away ,  Chu l a  V is t a ,  Ca l i f . ,  
4 - 1 4 - 5 6 . 

Fish in gu t te r  w hen  water  m a i n  burs t ,  5 t h  A venue 
and 5 9 t h  S t reet ,  N. Y .  C. F i reman caught a 6 - i nch  
brook t rout  i n  h is hands ,  4-2  3 - 5  6 .  Cr Gee, Essen ­
h igh ,  Ste inberg. 

F ish-about  24  bu l l heads, 6 b l uegi l l s  and "severa l "  
crabs found i n  a n  excava t ion d i t ch  i n  H a m mond,  
I nd . ,  6 - 1 3 - 5 6 . Our  member  L ina  Pekow n ik  t a l ked 
to  the fi nder ,  M rs .  Ju l i a  Crowe. The water h ad 
been deeper bu t  was  prac t ica l l y  a l l  gone when  the  
fi sh were found a l i ve. No connect ion between d i t ch  
and any  body of  water. M rs. C row� does not  t h i n k  
anybody could h a ve dumped t hem i n .  

F i sh-ra i n o f ,  a n n u a l l y  i n  J u l y ,  a t  Yoro, Hon­
duras. Thi s  i s  an  o ld  s tory ,  tol d  aga in by A merican 
Lrgio11 M agazi11e, Apr i l ,  1 9 5 6 . Cr E .  S. Anderson .  

Fish-sma l l  one s  fel l  i n  a "c loudburs t " a t  Tor­
rosa, Spai n ,  8 -7 - 5 6 . Cr Ol t chcr .  

Frogs-hundreds ,  sma l l ,  a l ive-fe l l  i n to  t he Piazza 
San Zcno, Verona ,  Ita ly .  Daily Teleg raph, 7 - 1 8 - 5 6 . 
Thought  picked up i n  Ven ice by w h i rl w ind .  Cr 
Hibber t ,  Esscnh igh ,  others .  

Ch i ck s- -dead-covered back yard on  C lu ne 
Avenue,  Ven ice, Ca l if .  M rs. E ls ie M oore,  t h e  fi nder ,  
t h i n ks t hey fel l  from an a i rp l ane. Santa Monica  
Ou tlool{ ,  5 - l - 5 6 . Cr Heh r. 

Noth i ng was seen ro  fa l l ,  a nd  no noise reported,  
but  a t  1 2 : 3 0  A.M. 9 - 2 2 - 5 6 ,  in S t .  Pau l ,  M i nn . ,  
residen t s  n c a r  Mendota  a nd  Euc l i d  were a wakened 
by a brigh t l i gh t .  I t  died out in "a  few m i nu tes" 
and nobody i n vest igated u n t i l  d ay l i gh t .  I n  t h e  
"b l ack toppi ng"  of  the  s t reet w a s  found a ho le  
about  a foot long,  t wo i nches w ide and  deep. It 
was enc rusted with a "mol ten  wh i t e  mater i a l  re­
sembl ing p l as ter  of paris but heavier". St .  Pau l  
Disj){Jtcb,  cr  Harrison. 

Spiderweb-so ident ified because it had l i t t le red 
spiders i n  i t--borne by  w ind ,  se t t led down al l  over 
San Mateo Coun t y ,  Ca l i f . ,  6 - 1 1 - 5 6. Cr Chapin .  

In  J une, wh ich  is t he s ame mon t h ,  but  no day 
noted,  the  Bou rncmouth  ( Aust r a l i a ) Erho recoun t ­
e d  t he d ri f t i ng a n d  f a l l  of "m i l l ions of web- l ike  
wh i te t h reads" t h rough Melbou rne's seaside subu rbs. 
"Six scient i s t s  of t he A us t ra l i an  Commonwea l t h  
Scien t ific  a n d  I ndus t r i a l  Organiza t ion have s tud ied 
the t h reads . . .  not woo l ,  not from fea thers ,  not 
cot ton ,  not wood -fibre, docs not look l i ke syn the t i c  
fibre . . .  Some of  them are t h i n k ing  i n  t e rms  
of webs of spiders yet ro be  ident ified,  bu t ,  as t h e  
t h reads h a ve a mel t i ng  q ua l i t y ,  they  arc fur ther  
puzzled . "  

"F l ies a re p l agu ing l i gh t sh ips a long t h e  East  
Coast  (of Br i t a in ) . . .  probab l y  a r r i ved with the 
warm a i r  cu rrents f rom the  Cont inent . "  Daily Mail , 
9 -2 5 - 5 6 . Cr Si mpson. 
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COLORED RAINS 
B l ack-on ten v i l l ages in Oro V a l l e y ,  North ­

West Spa i n .  "On l y  sc raping w i t h  ,1 k n i fe took the  
s r ;: i n s  away .  V i l l agers b l ame a tom i c  exp losion s . "  
London Vail )' Exjnrss, 3 - 6 - 5 6 .  

R cd-ca l lc
.
d "dus t  s to r m "-60-m i l e w i nds b u t  n o  

ra in  men t i oned : a t  Ons low,  \X!estern A us t ra l i a , " port  
nearest t he Monte Be l lo ,\ tomic test i s l ands  . . .  
b l i n cl i ng  dus t  . . .  b lew i n  w i ndows . . .  covered 
the se .1 w i t h  a redd ish powder. " L i verpool Echo , 
3 -7 - 5 6. Cr R usse l l .  

J{ ed-ca l lcd "sandstorm" o,·er  most of S ici l y . 
S im i l a r  to phcnom of 1 9 0 8  "before ea r thquake  
k i l l ed thousands". Scien t i fi c  ( s i c )  cxp l ana t ions­
" might  h ave come from a d i s t an t  vo lcan ic  e rup­
t ion .  Others s a i d  i t  b lew on a south  wind fro m  
North Afr ica . . .  M t .  J\e tna  ru :nb lcd sudden l y  
:I fter weeks of s i lence . . .  s t rong w inds  co lored 
the sk i.:� an  eerie ye l l ow- red . "  A .  P. 3 -2 3 - 5 6. 

M ud-no color ment ioned-Rom.: :1nd e l sewhere 
i n  l t a l y-"th i n  muddy ra i n "  a t t r ib uted by meteor­
ologists to " w i nch o f  except iona l  v io lenc� i n  l orth  
Afr ica . " London Tim l's , 4 - 1 8 - 5 6. C r  Gee. 

Ye l low ra i n-west co:1st  of Sumat ra-left pre­
c ip i t a te  of ye l lowish par t i c les .  "Government  sc ient i s t s  
soon a l l a yed the  v i l l agers ' fea rs . They ident i fied 
t hem as flora l  po l len . "  L iverpool Ecbo, 7 - 1 9 - 5 6 . 

Cr R usse l l .  
B l ue ra in-at  Y a radea, i n  t he  f a r  no r t h  o f  

South  A ust r a l i a ,  weekend of October 2 0 - 2 1 .  Same 
color repeated a t  A de l ai de ,  A us t r a l i a ,  the fol lowing 
T h u rsday .  L i verpool Ecbo, 1 0 - 2 5 - 5 6. Cr. R usse l l .  

COLORED SEA 
One of the  most i n tensi ve pieces of Fortean i n ­

ves t iga t ion and  repor t i ng i n  recen t  yea rs w a s  done 
by M FS A I  Howe of  Laic, Oahu, H awa i i ,  beg inn ing 
in l a t e  May  and  con t i nu i ng to the  midd le  of J u l y .  

A ear l y  as February  1 6 , B rother  Howe was 
w ri t i ng hot  l e t t ers  ro t he  Honol u l u  A d t ·c rlisc r 
about "fl y i ng  s aucers" ,  and  we sh a l l  refer to h im 
agai n i n  t h a t  connect ion .  The  qua l i t y  of  h i >  
Fortean i sm i s  exemp l ified by t h i s  q uota t ion from 
one of his l e t ters t ne A d t uiiscr publ i shed.  

"As  an  ex -scep t i c  on fl y ing sa ucers ,  I wish to 
s ay  t h a t  I rema in  scept i ca l  about some t h i ngs. 1 
do not bel ieve ,  or accept ' t a l k i ng  bu i l d i ngs . '  I w i l l  
n o t  be l i e\'e t h a t  'The Pent agon announced , ' o r  'The 
Pentagon revea l ed  today ' i s  a rea l phenomenon . . .  
l f  omconc cJn p roduce a t a l k i ng  bu i l d ing ,  I w i l l  
ma t ch i t  w i t h  a fly i ng sauce r-:1 t a l k i n g  fl y i ng 
saucer . " 

I n  Apr i l  Howe j oi ned the  Society ,  and  on M ay 
2 3  he took some photos of the  sea from h i s  own 

pbne which he p i lo t s  h i  rnse l  f. The occas ivn for 
the photos-one of wh ich  we reproduce-was ev i ­
dence on t he su rf:J.ce  of the  sea  i nd i ca t ing  a n  er  up­
t ion of  a submerged vo lcano. 

" l f, upon ;;na l ys i s ,  the  s t u ff i n  the w ,\ ter  t u rns 
out  to  be pumice ,  i t  w i l l  be ev id.:nce of the fi rsr 
undersea e rupt ion i n  this a rea i n  h is tory . "  t\ d , .crlisrr ,  
5 -4 - 5 6. 

The loca l  pund i t s-Agat in  T. Abbott and  Do:1k 
C. Cox, geologis ts ,  and Gordon A. Macdona l d .  
vo lcano log i s t ,  a l l  d i sp l ayed symptoms of preferr ing 
not to bc l ie \'C wha t  the  ev id�:ncc i nd i cated .  " H u n ­
d reds of  sq ua re m i les of ocean where t he under­
wa ter  a c t i ,· i t y  h ad been reported were ca refu l l y  
sea rched, bu t  D r .  M acdona ld  cou l d  fi nd not h i ng­
not even s r a incd wa te r-to back up e rupt ion re­
ports . " A d  n· rlisc r ,  5 - 2  5 - 5  6 .  

"Thu s ,  i n  the  sc ien t i fi c  manne r  of scorckeepi ng, 
no erupt ion ha�  been proved . "  Honol u l u  Sta r­
Bu lll 'lill , 5 - 2 5 - 5  6 .  

M FS Howe tlew a round le .1 v i ng j ugs with fisher­
men i n  l i ke l y pl aces, and  offers of  $20  for bon.1 
fide samples  of wha t  had  been seen.  I n  a let ter  
to Y \  Howe ment ions the  coin c idence tha t  on  
the  day of  the  poss i b l e  "erupt ion" ( I )  Onomca 
Arch fel l down ,  ( 2 ) there W J S  an  ec l i pse of the  
moon , and ( J ) a quake i n  the  F i j i  I s l and  a rc.1 .  
Howe a l so t a l ked to  the  ed i tor of t he ;\ d , ·Niis!· r ,  
s uggest i ng tha t  Dr .  "Yiacdona ld  be  asked to comn�ent  
on the coinc idences. The eel i s  q uoted,  "You  can ' t 
get a sc ien t i s t  to say a ny t h ing ."  

On 1vl a y  J O  t wo A i r  Force p i l o : s  reported a 
�<.:C( >nd nun i fes t a r ion of very s im i l a r  sea su rface 
cond i t ions ,  2 1  5 mi les NE of Honol u l u . 

" I  don 't k now wha t  it cou ld be , "  sa id hmed 
Dr .  M acdona ld .  r \ d , .crliscr,  5 - J 1 - 5 6 . 

The Star-Bullclill of t h a t  date  pr in ted a map 
of t he J rca showing t h e  rel a t ion of fou r-seve ral 
s im i l a r  report s ,  8 - 2 0 - 5 5 , 9 - 2 2 - 5 5 , 5 - 2 2 - 5 6 , 5 - 3 0 - 5 6. 

Th ree c hunks of "fresh " l ava  were fou nd by 
boys  on the  beaches of  Oahu .  E ven Dr .  M acdona l d  
adm i t ted i t  " l ike l y "  t int t hey were connected w i t h  
t he e v en t  of  5 - 2 2 - 5 6. A d t ·c rtiscr,  6- 1 - 5 6 . 

l n  h i s  mon t h l y  report for M a y ,  D r. M acdona l d  
noted, "On the  bas is of s t a t i s t i cs ,  M auna  Loa  i s  
past d ue f o r  another erupt ion . " T h e  famed D r .  
w a s  "due to  ret u rn to  t h e  ma in l and  J une 2 5 . "  

Star-Bullctiu, 6 - 4 - 5 6 .  

Quakc-"app:l rcnt l y "  ncar N e w  Zea l and .  A d , ·cr­
lisrr, 6 - 6 - 5 6 . 

J u ne 7, 8, 9, t he  loca l  papers told  of the  ex­
pedi t ion by  A d ri an  R icha rds of  t he Sc ripps I ns t i t u t e  
of Oceanograph y ,  w i t h  Doak  Cox aboard , i n  t h e  
submar ine Bon i t a ,  submerged a t  t he  s i t e  of  t he 
Oah u phenomenon. Sounds were recorded on tap�  
wh i ch " resemble u nderwater  volcan i c  noises". 

How e w ri tes : "Hawa i i  has l apsed back i n to i t s  
u su a l  somnambu l i s t i c  s t ate. The  mach ina t ions  and  
ut terances of  ou r  I s l a nd  pol i t i c i ans ,  t he  comings 
and goings of the  tour i s t s  prov i de the  on ly ev idence 
t h a t t here i s  l i fe here. " 

Dr .  Agat i n  Abbot t  was  quoted on the  s ubject 
of "green and y e l low mat t e r  boi l i ng  on  the water"  
i n  t he Mo lokei c l 1 :1 nnc l  " t h is week"  ( 7 - 6 - 5 6 ) . The 
samples " were no th ing more t h an  mar ine  p lant  
grow th", that  i s  a lgae. "We w i l l  need samples f rom 
the Kaua i  'erupt ion '  before we can en t i re l y  debunk 
the  underwater  vo lcano theor y . "  

} , 

There you have i t .  The s um of ort hodox i n ten­
t ion i s  t o  "debunk"  wh :l tever  they  prefer not to  
bel ieve. The i dea of  a r r i v i ng at t he facts  of the  
CI�C has  not occu rred to  them apparent l y . 

Anot her p rof at t he  U of H awa i i ,  Dr .  A lbert 
Bernato w i cz ,  "exp l a i ned" how ocean a lgae act and 
could ca use v iewers to  t h i nk  some th i ng w c1s e rupt ­
ing  from the  ocean floor. "He  sa id  there was  no  
s ign ifi cance to the  sudden g row t h  of J lgar a round 
Hawa i i an  waters even though i t  has  never been 
not i ced here before . "  

M FS Howe flew a round and picked up samples 
of  the d i sco lored water ,  wh i ch  the Scien t i s t s  were 
t oo busy  to do for t hemsel ves. He left t he samples 
w i t h  the  ed i tor  of the  Star B ulleli11 toget her  w i t h  
some s uggested q uest ions t o  ask the  b igwigs .  A l ­
t hough the  eel appeared to b e  i n teres ted i n  wha t  
he  ca l led Howe's " t heor y", no ana l y si s  of h i �  
samples o r  answers to  h is quest ions appe:�rcd i n  
t h e  paper. 

En ter  D r. E a to n .  
Appa ren t l y  Dr .  M acdona l d 's successor as "famed 

vo l cano logis t "  i s  Dr. Jerry Eaton. He  i s  q uoted by 
the  A d 1 ·r rtisrr,  7 - 9 - 5 6 , "series of  d isco lorat ions . . .  
p robab l y  arc :d l t he res u l t  of  the  same t h i ng :  
tloa t i ng p l a n t  l i fe . . .  H e  sa id the re s t i l l  i s  no 
defi ni te  p roof of  a t angib le  n a t u re that  none of the 
u nderwater d i s t u rbances was  not vo l can i c . "  

So he l p  me, t h a t 's wha t  i t  says here. 
On 7 - 9 - 5 6  the Star  B u lletiu observed t h a t ,  "The 

submar ine noises cou l d  h ave been J ny t h i ng-even 
' the  bel ch ing  of  wha les '  one sc ient i s t  observed . "  

On 7 - 1 2 - 5 6  t he  A d , •crtisrr r a n  a hcad l i nc-"Th ree 
More A lgae Patches Sigh ted ". 

The s tory u nder t h a t  head l i ne makes perfec t l y  
c lear  t h a t  no samples of  the  mater ia l  i den t ified 
t h us ba ld l y  a s  " a l gae" had been examined by  a ny ­
body .  

M FS Howe w i l l  keep us pos ted. 

4 1 9  

MEALY'S GRIST 

A consis ten t l y  fi ne perfo rmer in M i nJ1e:1po l i s .  
MFS Mea l y ,  who let ters s logans on the  out s ide of  
h i s  ma i l  to us ,  ha s  outdone h imsel f  t h i s  session .  
I n  an  enve lope bea r ing t h e  legend : " H istory i s  t he  
propagJnda  of  the  v i c tor ious .  Vo l t J i re"  t hese i tems 
s t and out .  

Two adver t isement s  from the  P i t t sbu rgh Co u rie r ,  
i 0 - 1 3 - 5 6 ,  offeri ng "b lessi ngs" by " Prophet s" ,  ap­
p:�rent l y  compe t i tors .  Each ad presen t s  a photo­
g raph of t he advert iser ,  both Neg roes . One i s  
Prophet Cooper ,  t he  o the r ,  P rophet Joh n the  Con­
queror .  The text  of  Prophet Cooper 's ad i s  not 
en t i re l y  legible, but we can make out-"Biessi ng­
Biessi ng--Bicss i ngiHea l t h ,  Happi ness ro a more Suc­
ccs�fu l  Life Wi sh ing Won' t  Get I t  See ing Me  W i l l  
. . .  Don 't miss t h i s  G o d  Sen t  man  . . .  Telephone 
or te leg raph or  come i n  person. No nui l  rccei ved . "  

Prophet John  t h e  Conquero r  t akes I J rger space 
and you can reJd every word. These a rc some of 
t hem : "At t en t ion . . .  Wi th  God All Th ings A rc 
Poss ible I Mone y ?  Money ? Money ? To a l l  ou t -of­
town c l ien t s  I I am  open a l l  day Sundays  I For 
s u re hit success Telegraph - Phone I Do not w ri t e  
--pos i t i ve l y no let ters sen t  o r  recei ved I Be a Sure 
\Vi n ner  Today  I Phone for a ny  speci a l  guJrJnteed 
b less ing I U n cond i t ion a l l y  gua ra nteed for 20 days  I 
See Jet M agaz ine, May  3 .  R ead about l ady  who was  
b lessed w i t h  $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  af te r  see ing Prophet John ."  

I n  Mon t rea l ,  J us t i ce Claude P revost d i smi ssed 
a damage act ion by M rs .  Noe l l a  Lauzon agai n s t  
L ucien Lema i re, r u l i ng t h a t  appel l a n t 's tes t imony  
under oath was  no t  acceptab le  because she d id  no t  
bel i eve i n  heaven  o r  he l l .  M i nneapo l i s  Star ,  1 1 - 1 0 - 5 6 . 

A new regu l a t ion by the  a 1 r  force defines 
B I NGO as " a  form of  soc ; .; ]  entert a i nment and  
recrea t ion ,  no t  gamb l i ng" and  permi t s  t h e  game 
to be p la yed in serv i ce c l ubs w here gambl ing  is 
ban ned . M in ne.:po l is Trib11 11r ,  1 2 -4 - 5 6. 
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F ro m  t h e  a me paper, 1 2 - 1 0 - 5 6 , a piece abou� 
birt h cont rol i n  Red China q uotes t h is a d v i ce by 
one Ych Hsi-C h u n : " F resh t a d poles com i n g  out i n  
t he spring s h o u l d  b e  w ashed c l e a n  i n  c o l d  water  
a n d  s w a l lowed whole . . .  I f  a wom:1 n  s w a l lows 1 4  
l i v e  t :1d poles o n  t h e  fi rst  day and I 0 more on 
t he fol lo w i n g  d a y ,  she w i l l  not conceive for five 
yc:.�rs ." 

In A ri zo n a ,  P rotes t a n t ,  Roman C a t h ol i c  and Jew­
ish c lergymen joined in  organiz ing a d r i ve to  e c u re 
( s i c ) a referen d u m  on t h e  quest ion of a dopting a 
s t a t e  l a w  m a k i ng blood tests m a n d atory before i s ­
s u a n ce of m a r ri age l i cense. M i n neapolis Star, 
4 - 1 9 - 5  6 .  

THE SCIENCE CIRCUS 

The older clowns h a ve bee n p ushed o u t  of t h e  
papers by n e w comers of l a te. W e  seldom r e a d  t h e  
n a mes of W i l k i nson or  the  Pica rds-a n d  e v e n  G reen­
Balls L a  Paz seems to h ave  lost his p u b l i c i t y  touch.  

N o w  i t 's H u rzeler  of  Basic  who m akes page  one 
of the N .  Y.  Ti mes, 3 - 1 0 - 5 6 ,  by red a t i n g  a fossi l  
j a w  fou n d  i n  1 8 7 2 ,  p u t t i ng h is a n cestors o n  E a r t h  
1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  ago. Cr M i t c hel l ,  S i m pson, O l t cher 
a n d  ot hers.  

Now i t 's K uiper o f  Yerkes Observatory who says 
P l u to never w a s  a p l a net .  I t 's a runaway moon 
f ro m  Nept u ne's h a rem.  AP and o t h e r  papers, 2 - 5 - 5  6. 
Cr C h a r p less, M a r k h a m ,  Essenhigh and others.  

ow i t 's Fritz Zwi c k y  of  C a l i fornia  I ns t i t u t e  of 
Tech nology, who m ade the L i verpool E cho t wo days  
r u n ning.  O n  3 - 1 5 - 5 6  Zwicky t o l d  a news con­
ference t h a t  a rocket ship on the w a y  to the moon 
coul d  scoop i ts own fuel  o u t  of space. O n  3 - 1 6 - 5 6  
h e  i s  q uoted a s  w an t i ng " t o  use h y d rogen bomb 
explosions t o  recast the sola r  system a n d  so create 
new, h ab i t able p l a nets  to absorb t h e  worl d's ex cess 
pop u l a t ion". Cr R usse l l .  

Now i t 's M .  H .  Traph agen of t h e  L a m o n t  Ob­
servatory , New York, who recen t l y  took to A us t r a ­
l i a  t h e  "Vening Mei nesz pend u l u m ,  w h i c h  i s  so 
fi ne l y  a d j usted t h a t  it can obt a i n  res u l t s  a c c u rate 
to  one-pa r t  in a m i l l ion. " 

T h a t  rem a r kable a c c u r a c y  is goi ng to be applied 
t o  the composit ion of  the eart h 's crust  aboar d  t h e  
submarine  Telemach us.  L i ve rpool Echo, 6 - 1 9- 5 6 . Cr 
R usse l l .  

N o w  i t 's Frank B. Estabroo k ,  c a l led "an A rmy 
scien t i s t  of Pasaden a ,  Cal . ,  ( w h o )  t h i n ks i t  i s  r ime 
for geologist  to  go down deeper "  t h a n  the p resent  
record of m a n 's pene t r a t ion i n t o  t h e  a foresaid 
" c r ust ". A ct o  Edwin D i a mond,  I N S  Science W riter ,  
1 1 - 1 7 - 5  6 ,  t h e  deepest hole made b y  m a n  went down 
2 2 , 5 70 fee t ,  i n  t h e  M i ss iss ippi  del t a  m a rshes sout h  
of  N e w  Orleans.  

ow i t 's D r. E. R .  R .  Holmberg,  " ch ief  s u per­
i ntendent  of the ( B rit ish ) Army Opera t io n a l  Re­
search U n i t ", w h o  h as a d v an ced a " p u rel y m a t h e ­
m a t i c a l  t h eor y "  t h a t  " t h e  u n i vc�se h as a l ways  been 
in existence and a l ways  w i l l  be. It had no beg i n n i n g  
a n d  i t  w i l l  h a v e  no end. " 

Odd l y  enough,  t h a t 's w h at YS h a s  been s a y i ng 
t h is good w h i le ,  i n  a "pure ly  phi losoph i c a l "  w a y ,  
o f  cou rse. 

Now i t 's c l io Pace z ·e rs us B i l l  Brewster.  
Pace is associate  p rofesso r of ph ysiology at  

Be rk eley , and h e  told " a sy mpos i u m  on problems 
of  s p :: cc fl i g h t "  ( 3 - 1 - 5 6 )  that "space t ra velers of  

the  fut u re m a y  come b a c k  t o  e a r t h  you nger du n 
the  people t he y  l e f t  beh i n d " .  

T h a t  was a conso l i n g  t hought  w h i le i t  l asted,  
i f  i t 's goi n g  t o  t a k e  a m i l l io n  l i g h t -years to l a n d  
a n y where,  let  a lone get b a c k ,  b u t  t h e  not ion w a s  
b l asted by D r. W i l l i a m  R .  B rewster,  J r. ,  of  H a r­
va rd Med i c a l  Schoo l ,  w h o  m u s t  be k no w n  to h is 
c l asses as a k i l l -j o y .  Science Service,  r h a t  bast ion 
of profiable ort hodo x y ,  to ld  i t s  sub c ri bcrs 
( 1 1 - 2 8 - 5 6 )  t h a t  " D r .  B rewsrer a l so wondered w h a t  
w i l l  h a ppen to  m a n  w he n  h e  g e t s  completel y a w a y  
f r o m  the  e a rt h 's g r a vi t a t io n a l  p u l l .  There i s  no 
w :1 y  to  tel l ,  h e  said,  fo r no·W we c a n  only nuke 
him weight less w it h i n  ea r t h 's g r a v i t y . "  ( N . B .  One 
asks w he n ,  if  ever,  even this  h as been accomplished.  
YS h a s  no d a t a  w h atever of  weight less ness on E a r t h ,  
and no d a t a  disassoc i a t i n g  11;eigbt  w i t h  t h e  p u l l  o f  
so-ca l led "gravi t y ". I f  " g r a v i t y "  (so-cal l e d )  e v e r  
has  been overcome w e  s h o u l d  l i k e  to h e a r  of  i t . ) 

B u t-Science Service contin ues-" T h a t  is not  t h e  
s a m e  k i nd of  weight lessness h e  w i l l  experience i n  
space. " E n d  a rt ic le .  

Dea r  S c ience Ser v i ce :  W h a t  other  k ind of  weigh t  
or  weigh t less ness i s  con cei vable to e a r t h l i ngs save  
t h a t  comprehended b y  t h e  term "gra v it y " ?  We 
on l y  a s k .  

A n d  now , fi n a l l y ,  i t 's D r. J o h n  L. B a rnes, o i led 
"head" of Systems Laboratories Corporat ion,  Los 
A ngeles, " a  new l y - formed fi r m of scient ists  i n cor­
po rated ex press l y  t o  do research a n d  development 
in space flight . . .  A team of more than 2 0  
spec i a l ists  i n  p roblems o f  h igh a l t i t ude flight  i s  i n  
t he group, bel ieved to  b e  t h e  fi rst  of i t s  k i n d . "  
P ittsb u rg h  Post-Gazette, 6 -2 0 - 5 6 . Cr O l t cher.  

It  wil l  not su rp rise any Fortean w ho k nows h is 
e lbo w  f rom Betelgeuse i f  D r. Ba rnes'  Corporat ion 
recei ves a s weet , j ui c y ,  p l u m - l i k e  cont r a c t  f rom 
the U .  S. Government very shor t l y .  

THOSE WITHOUT SIN 
Beg i n n i n g  in M a y ,  of  2 5 FS, stones bega n  fal l i n g  

on t h e  farm of  B i l l  H a c k ,  a t  M a y an u p, West 
A us t r a l i a ,  and con t i n ued to f a l l  a t  i r reg u l a r  i n ­
tervals  for a t  least  1 5  months a c t o  t h e  Kojonup 
Cou rier, 1 1 -7 - 5 6  o l d  s t y le. Perh aps t hey a rc s t i l l  
coming down ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  o u r  l a test repo r t ,  s u p ­
pl ied b y  correspondent W. H .  D a vies of  \Vest 
Kojorup, who a lso sent c l ippings f rom \Y/eckwd 
Mail , Pen h ,  6 - 1 8 - 5  5 a n d  7-9- 5 5 , B l ac k wood W a r ­
r e n  Se ll ti nel , 6 - 3 0 - 5  5 a n d  7-7 - 5  5 ,  K o j o n u p  Cou rie r,  
8 -2 5 - 5 5 ,  toge t h e r  with rem a r k s  c u l led from per­
sona l  i n t e rv iews w i t h  Mr. and M rs .  H a c k .  

The case i s  complicated b y  t h e  p resence a n d  
a c t i v i t ies of aborigine " n a t i ves" a n d  t h e i r  w i t c h  
doctors as w e l l  as by the  b a r e l y  educated local  
newsmen w h o  e ither  sensatio 1u l i ze t h e  data or  :l t ­
r r i b u t c  t h e  e v e n t s  t o  " m agne t i s m " .  

T h e  H ac k s  a re l i terate ,  b u t  t h e  reporters can't  
keep t he m  st raig h t .  I n  some accounts t he p roperty 
belongs to " Bi l l "  o r  "W. Hack",  in  others t o  " B i l l  
a n d  Ron H a c k " ,  i n  s t i l l  ot hers to  " Doug H a c k " .  
B i l l  is more l a rgely fa vored, a n d  a photo s h o w s  
h i m  w i t h  s tones i n  h is h an d ,  t a l k i n g  i t  over w i t h  
G i lbert S m i t h  w h o  fi rst  obse r ved t h e  phenome na.  

These a re t h e  d a t a  gleaned : s tones v a ry i n g  in  
size from m a t c h - head to egg h a ve " ra i ned" i n�idc 
a n d  outs ide of  houses in the v i ci n i t y ,  some hot , 
:1 ! 1  w a r m ,  "even on t he most b i t t e r l y  co l d  nigh t ". 

T h e  S m i t hs h a ve seven c h i l d ren.  

T h e  usual  g u a rds a n d  posses h a ve h u n ted and 
w .l l ched w i t h  t h e  u s u a l  res u l t s-nil. 

A nother  accou n t  mentions t h e  K rakouer fa m i l y  
a n d  a t t ributes seven c h i l d ren to  t h a t household .  

One paper d ug u p  a s imi lar  case  w h i c h  h a d  been 
repo ned in Quee n s l a n d  in 1 94 1 .  

One paper ment ions  C h a rles Fort , t h u s :  "-i n 
one of h i s  book s  to uched on t h e  subject  of stone 
t h ro w i n g  in as m u c h  to say  that  sections of the 
world were formed by v a rious g a  es comb i n i n g  
toget her and fo rming i n t o  sol i d  r o c k  fo rmat ions 
h is reaso ning i s  'why can't  t h i  st i l l  be h appening 
today ? ' " 

Y o u sec w h a t  we a re up agai n s t .  
Nearer  h o m e  ( i n  \Vest v i l le G a rdens,  N .  J.,  acto 

t he P h i l ad e l p h i a  B ulletin of 1 0 - 2 2 - 5 5  a n d  L 0 - 2 3 - 5 5 ,  

s ro nes f rom pebb l e  size t o  " h a l f  a b r i c k "  s ize 
pelted s i x  neighboring ho uses but  conce11 t rated on 
t h e  home of N a zzareno Tomaset t i ,  45 Lehigh 
A ven ue. A wood is nearby and t h e  b a r rage s t a rted 
about 8 p.m. It con t i n ued spor a d i ca l l y  u n t i l  5 : 3 0  
a . m . ,  a l t hough a s  m a n y  a s  60  pol i ce a n d  fi remen 
searched for the source w i t h  powerful  l i g h t s  and 
guns w h i c h  t h ey fi red . 

Quiet  f rom 5 : 3 0--w hc n  t he searchers w e n t  home 
-unti l  I 0 a.m.,  when i t  began aga in  i n  broad d a y ­
l i g h t .  T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  s t i l l  more s to nes. Cr Borden. 

Beg i n n i n g  1 0 - 2 6 - 5  6 ,  and for th r;;� n i g h t s  t h ere­
a fter ,  " h e a v y  l u m p t s  of mort a r ,  b r i c k  :�nd v o l ­
c a n i c  roc k "  fe l l  i n  Pa rnel l ,  a s u b u rb o f  A u c k l a n d ,  

Z.  Se veral  persons w e re t r u c k ,  i n c l ud i n g  a 
conHablc ,  w i n dows h a ve been smashed a n d  c a rs 
dented.  The D u ned i n  E z ·cnin,� Star ,  1 0 -2 7 - 5  6 ,  a n d  
t h e  Ot ago Daily Times ,  1 0 - 29 - 5 6 ,  bot h  ment ion 
s i m i l a r  phenomena in t he same a rea the p re v ious 
December, "but  d roves o f  po l ice, res idents  and 
v i s i to rs were u n able  t o  locate t he t h rower ."  Cr 
Powel l .  

Most o f  these s tone-toss i n g  phenoms g o  u n e x ­
p l a i ned,  but  Y S  suggests an a ns wer  i n  t h e  head l i ne 
above, out  of Holy W ri t .  T h ese d o r n i c k s  a rc bei ng 
t h ro w n  by t h ose amongst us w h o  a rc w i t hout s i n ,  
r h u s obvious l y  i n v is i b le. 

HOPE FOR IND IA 

In I n d i a ,  w h e re p riests a n d cows a rc a g reater  
burden on t h �  people t h a n  the B r i t i s h  ever  were,  
a mon t h l y  publ icat ion i s  t h ri v i n g  c a l l e d ,  T/Ji' f 11dia 11 
R at io11aliit .  As t h e  n a me i m p l ies it presents  t h e  
a t t i t u de o i  non -bel ievers a n d  pri n t s  t h e  news of 
t he i r  p rog ress. Send $ 1 . 0 0  for t w e l ve iss ues to The 
I n dian R a tional i s t , 9 B road w a y ,  M a d rcs- 1 , i n d i a .  

A new a n d  h a ndsome bi-mo n t h l y  i n  t h e  fre> 
thoug n t  fie l d  comes out o f  St. Lo uis .  lt i s  The 
A merican R a t iona l i s t ,  2 2 1 8  S t .  Loui i\ vcnue,  S t .  
Louis 6 ,  M o .  $ 2. 0 0  a year. 

O u r  con g r a t u l at ions to M FS A i r  a n d  h i s  col ­
l eag ues 1n P h i l adel p h i a .  The F riends h i p  Liberal  
Le�gue h as boug h t  i t s  o w n  budding and opened ir  
as the  Thomas Paine Cen t e r ,  at  52 3 3 North 5 rh 
S tr eet . S ro p  i n ,  say h e l l o  and buy a book . 

INTERPLANET AIRES CONVENE 

L ' A ssoci a r ion Mondia l istc  I n terp l a n e t a i rc ,  w i t h  
hea d q uarters i n  Lausanne,  Sw i t zerl a n d ,  a n no u n ces a 
con vent ion in Paris ,  Sep t .  1 4 , 1 5 , 1 6 . O u r  Jack 
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Campbe l l  w i l l  a t t e n d  a n d  repo r t .  T h i s  org a n i za t i o n ,  
w h i c h  h as so m u c h  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  t h e  F o r t c a n  
Socie t y ,  publ ishes a mo n t h l y ,  Lc Co u rier l llte r ­
plauctairc, p ri n ted i n  F re n c h .  l t  covns i n ternat ion a l  
( i f  n o t  i n t e r p l a net a r y ) n e w s  on the fol low i ng s u b ­
ject s :  "Spi r i t u a l i t c ,  A c t io n  a n t i - :n omi q uc,  A s t ronefs,  
Ast ronomic, A s t ro n a u t iq uc,  Sciences, P h i losoph ic ,  
Tech n i q ue:>,  A s t rologic, M on d i a l i smc. " 2 . 5 0  a year .  
A d d ress A.  1 a h o n ,  2 5  a ve Dcn a n t o u ,  Lausanne,  
S w i tz.erl a n d .  

STOP THE CENSOR 

The rig h t  to  read i s  bei ng serio u s l y  men aced 
i n  a good many U S  comm u n i t ies,  and by se vera l  
a r ms o f  t h e  fed e r a l  government  a t  o u r  borders, 
accord i n g  to  t h e  J u l y  i s s ue of  Ccn orship B u l le t i n ,  
publ i shed by t h e A merican Book Publ ishers Cou n c i l .  

The feds-Post Office, Customs B u re a u  :mel D e ­
p a rtment  of  J u s t i ce-listened to t h e  p rotest s  o f  
represe n t a t i ves of  t he top book -publ ish i ng a n d  
l i brary assoc i at ions J u l y  9 ,  b u t  "The h e a r i n g  w a s  
i n defi n i tel y a d j ourned" w i t ho u t  a n y  t angible  a d ­
v a nce i n  t h e  fi g h t  to k eep offi c i a l  h a nds off books 
and periodica l s  bei n g  i m ported. 

Loc a l  censors a re b u s y  in Peo r i a ,  I l l . ,  al l  over 
M i c h i ga n-especia l l y  i n  D e t roit-in U t i c a ,  and 
Onei da  Co u n t y ,  N .  Y . ,  and i n  Chi cago. All  Forteans 
in r h osc l o c a l i t ies a rc u rged to comba t the ac­
ti  v i  t ics of t hese s noopers in every way possible.  
P r i me offenders against  the f reedom to read a re­
N a t ional  Legion of Decency a n d  N a t io n a l  Organi­
z a t ion for  Dece n t  L i t e ra t u re ,  w i t h  members every­
w h e re-a l so R e v .  H a rold F r a y  o f  t h e  P l y mo u t h  
Congregat ional  C h u rc h ,  U t i c a ,  . Y . ,  a n d  M ayor 
R i c h a rd ]. Daley of C h i c ago. 

U n e x pected but w e l come aid for the s ide of  
freedom o mc from a Jes u i t ,  J o h n  Cou r t ne y  J\i( u r r a y ,  
o f  W oods toc k ,  M a r y l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  hero i ne o f  t h e  
pe riod was M a ry Fow ler  of  t h e  fa rgo ( N .  D . ) 
H i g h  School .  

STILL THERE? 

I n  1 9 3 8 old s t y l e ,  t h e  j a n i to r  of an a p a r t ment  
h ouse i n  San F ra n cisco fel l  o ff  a l edge a n d  died 
o f  i n j u ries.  A c to the  San Francisco Cbro11iclc, seven 
"st range" deat hs h a d  occ u r red i n  the h ouse in less 
than a year .  The add ress w a s  8 2 4  Laguna St ree t .  
W i l l  loc:d members check i f  the  same b u i l d i n g  
s t a n d s ,  and w h a t  has  bee n g o i n g  on s ince?  

\Vi i i  a London member check i n  local  papers 
fo r de t a i ls o f  t h e  d isappea rance o f  Thomas H o l l a n d  
of H:1 11 l e y ,  E n g l a n d .  The ground is  su pposed to 
h a ve opened bene a t h  h i s  feet a n d  s w a l lo wed him u p .  
T i n t  was  Dec. 2 ,  1 9 0 3 .  He was  " n e v e r  seen agai n "  
a c t o  R i p ley.  F o r t  docs n o t  h a ve a note o n  i t .  

! s  Geo rge J .  K n app s t i l l  a l i ve :. nd k i c k i ng i n  
Pueb lo,  Colo rado ? He fi led s u i t  i n  A p r i l ,  1 94 3  old 
s t y le ,  c h a rg i n g  R oose velt  a n d  C h u r c h i l l  wi rh  con­
spir ing ro  s t a r t  that  " w a r" .  

FORTEAN ADVANCE 

The P r i n c i pa l  o f  E lemen t a r y  Schools  in M e l ­
bo urne,  F l o r i d a ,  i s  Wes ley 0. M o r r i s ,  M FS .  L :1st  
sum mer h e  w rote : 

" T  t h o ug h t  y o u  w o u l d  be i n t e rested in t h is  
d i rect  q uo t a t ion from a s u pplemen t a ry science 
reade r for 5 t h  and 6 t h  grade usc in t h e  schools  
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of F lor ida .  The book is The R eal Book About 
Space Tua ·cl,  by H:d  Goodw in , pub l ished by 
Garden City Books,  1 9 5 2 .  The fol lowing q uou­
r ion  i s  from pages 1 7 2 ,  1 7 3 ,  1 7 4 .  

" A  Remarkab l e  Man ,  Char l e s  for t ,  spent  h i s  
l i fe d igg ing up such s tories. - Even  i f  we t h row 
out 9 9 7c of  Fo:·r 's facts-t he rcnni n i ng 1 7o can 't 
be put  :ts idc. 

" Fort  w rote four  books wh i ch h a ve been put 
i n to one vo l ume c a l led The Book s of Cha rlo 
Fort. No one who wan t s  to  t h i nk  for h i mse lf  
:tnd to  make up h i s  own mind-on study t he 
subject fu l l y  w i t hout read ing  For t . "  
\Xfhcn Y S  congrat u lated B rother  Morr i s  on h i ,  

cho ice  of texts ,  t he Pr inc ipa l  repl ied,  " We t ry to  
teach them t he sc ient ific  method as d i s t ingui shed 
from t h e  met hod of sc ient i s t s ."  Tint ' s  a Fortean 
epigr:tm i f  we  ever read one. 

FREEDOM OF OPINION 

.MFS Cal l a nder meets w i t h  a group in t he U n i ­
t a ri an  Church ,  Davenport ,  Iowa ,  where t he topics 
of lect u res :t nd d iscussions a re worth t a l k i ng about .  
A l ec tu re by  Cal l ander on  Dissen t  in  a Changing 
\Xfor ld ,  ha s  been pub l ished under r he t i t le-F R E E ­
D O M  OF OPINION,  a n  Essay on  the  H i s to ry  o f  
B l asphemy ,  Heresy and  Secu r i t y  Laws o f  Other 
Ages i n  Comparison t o  Our Own.  I t  shows a l o r  
of research and  present s  facts you should k no w .  
3 7  m i meographed pages, i n  book form wi th  soft 
cover ,  f rom the  Socie t y  $ 1 . 0 0 .  

THE NAME'S THE SAME 

U nder t h is head ing ,  if you w i l l  be so k i n d  as 
to  keep r hcm coming ,  we s h a l l  pri n t  l i t era r y  :I l ­
l usions t o  "doubt" .  For a s t a r t e r ,  t h i s  one w a s  
s en t  i n  by M FS Maxson of \Vash i n g ron ,  D .  C.  

" R a t he r . I pr ize DOUBT 
" Lo w  k i nds  ex i s t  w i t hou t ,  
" Fin i shed and  fi ni t e  c lods ,  un t roubled by a spark . "  
That  i s  from R abbi B('lt Ezra , b y  R obe rt B r o w n i n g .  

BEFORE 1 800 

As most of you k now ,  Cha rles fort m:1de no 
e ffort to :tssemble d a t a  i n  h is fie lds  of i nqu i ry an r c ­
d :t t i ng 1 8 0 0 ,  but  t h e  Soc iety we lcomes :t ny  you 
may e ncounter  in your read ing .  MFS Caron sends 
the fol lowing : 

History of R o 111 c ;  by Ti tus L i v i us .  
Book X X I V, Chap. 1 0 . Year 5 3 8  B.C. :-N umcr­

ous p rod igies were reported to  have  h appened t h is 
yc:t r ;  . . . Tha t  at Lanuv ium c rows had  bu i l t  
t he ir  ne s t  i n  t he i nside of  the  temple of .J uno 
Sosp i r a ; in Apu l i a ,  a green Palm t ree took fi re, 
a t  Man tua ,  a s tagnat ing piece of w :t tcr caused by 
the overflowing of t he river M i n uc ius ,  appea red :1s 

of b lood ; At Cales, a shower of ch a l k ; and ,  in  
the  cat t le -market  a t  Rome,  one of b lood fel l i n  
t he lst ri an  s t reet ;  a fount a i n  u nder ground b u rs t  
out  i n  such a n  impetuous s t ream,  as t o  ro l l  a n d  
carry  off j a rs and  casks wh ich  were i n  t he p l ace, 
like a v io lent  flood ; L ight n i ng fe l l  on the p ub lic 
cou rt -house, in the Capi to l ,  t he temple o f  V u l c a n  
i n  t he fie ld  of  M a rs ,  a n u t  t ree i n  t he coun t r y  o f  
t h e  Sabines and  a publ ic  road , a w a l l  and  a gate 
a t  Gabi i  . . . .  that t h e  spear  of M ars a t  Pracncstc 

moved fo rward of irs ow n  accorJ ; That a n  o x  
spoke i n  S ic i l y ;  That  a n  infan t  i n  the  mother 's 
womb, i n  t he country of t he M a r ic in ians ,  had 
ca l led out "lo,  Triumphe";  at  Spolet um a woman 
was t ran sferred in to  a man  and a t  A dria a n  a l t a r  
was seen i n  the  s k y  . . . .  

Book X X I V ,  Chap.  44. Year 5 3 9  B.C. :-Besidcs 
wh i ch  sc,·er a l  decept ions  prodig ies \\·h i ch  h ad been 
repo rted as fac t s :  That  the  figures of sh ips of war  
had  appe:�red i n  the r iver  a t  Ta rracin i ,  where no 
sh ips were ; Tlut i n  t h e  temple of j upiter, at  
Vici l i urn i n  t he d i s t r ict  of Cornpsa,  a c l ash ing of 
arms,  and  that the river a t  Ami ternum flowed in 
s tn·ams of b lood. 

Book X XV I T , Chap. 4. Year 5 4 2 B.C. :-During 
t he summer ,  many prod ig ies were reported from the  
neighbori ng c i t ies and coun t ries : . . . t h at the  
temple of Jupiter was s t ruck on  t h e  roof b y  
l ight n ing  and  a lmost s t ripped of i t s  coverin g ;  t ha t  
at  i\ n ;1 gn i a ,  about  the  s ame r ime, the  g round before 
one of the gates was fi red, and w i thout  the aid 
of any combus t ib l e  ma t ter cont i nued burning a 

day and  a n ight ;  t ha t  at Compi tum,  i n  t h e  dis­
t ric t  of Anagon i a ,  the  bi rds forsook their nes t s  
on rhe  t rees i n  the  grove of Diana ; t h a t  near the  
mout h of r he h a rbour of Tarrac in i ,  � n akes of won­
derfu l  s ize were seen i n  t he sea  and  sporting  l ike  
fi s h c� ; t hat  a t  Tarquin i i ,  a p ig was l i tt ered w hich 
had :1 h u m a n  face; and  that ,  in the d i s t rict of 
Fcro n i a  fou r s t a tues sweated b lood profusely for a 
d :t y  and  :1 n ight .  

Book X X V I I ,  Chap. 3 7 . Year 5 4 5  B.C. :-Bcforc 
r hc consu l s  left  home, t h e  n ine days '  solemn i t y  wa s  
pe rformed on accoun t  of a shower of stones h av i ng  
fa l l en  from the  s k y  :tt Vei i . . . .  The peopl e  a t  
M i n r urna  sa id  w h at was  s t i l l  more terr i fy ing ,  tha t  
a s t ream of blood h ad  flowed i n  at  one of t he 
gncs ; . . .  The nine days '  solemn i t y  was a fterwards 
performed a second t ime,  on account  of a shower 
of s tones seen to fa l l .  . . . 

Book X X I X, Chap.  1 0 :  Reports t hat  showers 
of s tones a re more n u merous. Chap. 1 5 : Was seen 
two suns  i n  t he s k y ;  at Setia, a sudden bright l ight  
i n  t he s k y ; extending from East  to  West .  

Book XXX:  Crows a t t ac ked the  gol d  of the  
Capito l  and  even swa l lowed it ; i n  a temple in  
Ant ium,  rats  devoured a go lden crow n ;  a round 
Capua,  t he  coun t ry was covered with  locusts ; . . .  
A t  Anagn ia  was fi rs t  seen ,  i n  the  heavens, isol ated 
l i ght s  wh ich  soon merged into a n  a rdent torch of 
an  ext raord in a ry  dimension ; at Frusenon, an arc  
des c r i bed a cu rve a round the  s un  later to be ex­
tended to  s urround complet e l y  the  s un ; in  the  
dis t r ict  of  Arpi num,  the  e a r th  s ubsided leaving an 
abyss ; a t  Cuma,  the  s un  seemed to  h ave been 
red u ced i n  d i ameter w h i le a shower of s tones was  
noted ; s tones fel l  on Mount  Pa l a t ina .  

Book XXXI,  Chap. 1 2 :  In  Lucanta ,  t he  sky was  
on fi re ;  a t Pr ive rnum,  t he s u n  became red wh i le 
the  weather  was so serene ;  a ch i l d  w as born w i t h  
the  o rg a ns of t he  t wo sexes. 

Book X X X I V, Chap. 4 5 :  Drops of b lood fel l  1n 
the  Foru m ;  the  head of Vulcan a ppeared as on 
fi re ; the w aters of the R iver Neron , ch anged to 
mi l k ;  t he Andreanae d i s t ri c t  reported showers of 
s to nes. 

Book X X XVI,  Chap. 3 8 :  At  Ter rac ine and Ami­
r e rn i ,  a f ew showers of s tones. 
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MORE NOTES of 

CHARLES FORT 
T h e  mater i a l  on t h i s  page and  t hose 

fol lowing comes from the  MSS notes of  
Char les Fort .  The notes beg in  w i t h  the  
yea r 1 8 0 0  AD,  :t n d  w e  arc pr in t i ng  them 
ch ronologic:t l l y ,  t ransc ribed to  the  bes t  of  
our  abi l i t y .  As  you h a ,·c  obscn-ed from 
the  sevcr:d we luvc produced in  hcsimi l e  
-li fe s i ze-the handwri t ing i s  d ifficu l t ,  to 

s:1y the  leas t ; many  arc w ri t t en  i n  s y m ­
bols and  code, a persona l  short hand .  Each  
da re  i s  on a separate scrap of  paper .  They  
fi l l  3 2 boxes. The boxes He in  two  series, 
one n umbered , one ident i fied by l e t t e rs of 
the :t l ph abet .  The n umbered boxes con­
ta i n records of non-human phenomena ,  
the  others, records of persons. I t  i s  our  
dev i ce to  :t l tc rn :l t c  t he  two series so tha t  
the  pr inted record i s  ch ronologica l l y  con­
sccu r i  vc. 

The l c t rcrs B A  refer to  Report s  of t he 
Br i t i sh Assoc i a t ion for the  A d vancement  
of  Science, wh i ch  many US  l ibraries h ave .  
The n umer:ds ,  such  as ' I I or ' 64  etc . ,  in 
connect ion with BA sometimes refer to 
v o l u m e  n u mbe r, someti mes to  year .  In  
a p p l y i ng for t h is  mater ia l  a t  your  pub l ic  
l i br:Hy ,  ment ion t h a t  to t he a t tendant  
:1 1 1d you shou l d  h a v e  no d i fficu l t y .  

B :1 ck  n umbers of D O U B T  cont a i n  a l l  
r h c  noces to t h e  poi n t  w here we  beg in  
below.  Subseq uen t iss ues wi l l  con t i nue 
them u n t i l  t h e  3 2  boxes a re p rin ted.  

1 869 

Box 3 ( Continued ) 

I nsects scarce and  abund:1n t  I Sec 5un1 1ner 
1 8 6 5  
Swarms 1 8 8 8  

I n sects sec A ut umn,  1 8 7 2  

1 2  I nscc t s  Sec Sept I 9 2  I 

1 2  

1 3  

1 0  
1 3  

I 0 

locusts  a nd d rought  i n  Eng l and  I Ju ly 
6, 1 9 2 1  
a g reen fly In London I Feb 2 1 '  1 9 2 1  
Swa rms 1 8 9 2  

I nsects  a nd d rought  J u n e  J u l y , 1 9 2 1  et c 
locusts I re l and I London I Aug 3 I ,  1 8 5 7 
Loc u s t s  :t n d  sun s pot s  I Ed i tor ia l  N. Y .  

Times , 1 8 7 9 ,  J a n  1 5 , p. 4 
Locusts t n  Feb 1n E n g l a n d  I I R 7 5  
l nsect  ye e� r 1 8 4 6  
hosts of sand fl ies and hd yb i rd 5 A ug 
( o r  2 I )  I 8 5 8  

Loc ust I n  w in ter  I Feb 2 5 ' 1 8 7 5  
Locusts I a p pe:1 rcd I n  1 8 4 6  I h e l d  I 
Oct 2 3 ,  1 8 6 9  

locm t s  I re l and  I london 1 8 5 7 I see L T .  
Aug 3 1 ,  ( 1 8 6 9 ) p.  R ' Sep t . I ,  p. 7 , 
Se pt  2 '  p .  7 

Aug I 3 

Aug I 3 

i\ ug 
S u m m e r  

A ug 

Aug I 3 

A ug 

Oc t 

Oct 

Oc r  

O c r  

Oc t 

Aug  

A ug 3 1 

Aug J j  

Aug 

" H up:1 t us" ncar Dover  I A u g  1 2 , l t; .\ 9  

A nt s  of a forcig n specie I .J a n  ( ?TT)  
I 0 ,  1 9 1 3  ( The r.: 's somet h i ng c l -;.: I ca n 't 
read on rh i· , one r oo. Look, l i ke Cd 
with a c i rc le :� round it .  T T )  

' 

Aph ides I J u l y 2 4 ,  1 8 .\ 9  

Sec S u m me r  i nsects  e r e  I � 9 2  

L. B .  ( ? l :1dybirds ?TT ) Sec A ug � .  I R 2 G  

L. B .  I Sec Aug 2 0 ,  1 8 6 4  I s.:� . J u l y  
2 4 ,  ' 6 9  I lead  up to a l l  yt ·ar. ( Fo rt ' s  
emphas is ) 

L. B 's I Su m mer 1 8 0 7  

( N .B .  The next  fi ve no t e� o n l y w .: re i n  
a scpa r:l te  w i re c l ip ,  w i r h i n  t h e  o ne m e n ­
t ioned be fore. TT ) 

No locust  i n  imma t u re s t a t e  i n  B ri t :t i n  
ever  reco rded I Sc i Gm, N ! :J y ,  1 8 9 1 ,  p. 8 3  

Locust i n  Eng.  Feb 2 5 ,  1 8 7 5 

Locus t s Eng l a nd I re l and  / f\ ug 3 I ,  I K l 7  

G reat n umbers o f  loc u s t s  i n  F n g hnd i n  
1 8 4 6  I Fiel d,  Oc r 3 ,  1 8 5 7  

Spiders I Jus t  such  :1 f a l l  o f  spiders :l W :l )' 
from webs in Oc t .  5 ,  1 8 6 9  

( Tha t  is the end o f  t he c l i p  w i t h i n  t h _· 
c l ip. The other grouping co n t i n ues .  TT ) 

L . B. A ug 8 ,  1 8 2 6  I A l w :1 y s  about  :l t 
B righton  

b l a ck  swan  k i l led n c:1r Lowcs loft "wi t h ­
o u t  t he s l i ghtest t races o f  an  escaped b i rd 
I Zoo l og i s t , 1 8 6 9 - 1 8 6 7 I Sec b. swan 
1 8 4 6  

Swan s  and  in sect s  I M a rch 2 5 ,  1 8 8 9  

(That-T a m  happy t o  s:�y-i' a l l ,  TT ) 

I nsects I Sec 1 8 9 3  S u m me r  

Box A ( Resumed ) 

Aug 1 3  D. News, p. 4 I G re.lt excitement 1 n  
Brusse l s  over  k idnaping of ch i ldren 

Aug d i sap ch i l d ren Be lfa s t  I Sept  2 0 ,  1 8 9 5  

Aug ear ly  / M ys t  disaps ch i l d ren i n  Cork I R ugby 
Gncttc, Aug 2 R ,  p. 2 

A ug I n  a fort n igh t  i n  Cork 1 3  ch i l d ren d i s ­
appeared. Not i n  one c:tsc explained I 
Tiverton Times, Aug  3 1  

A ug Lord Chief Just ice fo u n d  d row ned in Oc t 

Box 3 ( Resumed ) 

( Fo r t  h a d t hese t i ed w i t h st r ing to a poi n t  marked ) 

A ug I 5 Sc ience I Dai l y  N e w s  H a v e  Scp 1 5 

J u l y ­

i\ ug  

L lo v d 's Week l y  Ncw papcr  H a v e 

Aug 1 3  I l a d y  birds France I No m a rk min 
Pet i tes No u v e l les  E n to mologiquc 



I 3 

I 3 

I 3 

I 3 

I 3 

Aug 1 3  

1 4  

J 3 

1 3  

1 3 

1 3  

1 3  

I N o t h i n g  of L B i n  Cosmos 

I L B N o t h i n g  fo und in Jour des Debets 

I N o t h i n g  of L birds i n  R e viet  M ag de 
Zoologic 1 8 6 9  

I L 1 3  N o  ment ion of l :�dy bi rds i n  p ubs 
of E n t  Sues of France & Bclg. N ot h i ng 
in L ' A bei l l e  
Bo I S u n n y  I n  B:� t t e rsea P:1 r k  ( London ) 
c louds of i n sec t s ,  hovering over t rees 
i n  s uc h  s moke- l i k e  vol u me t h a t  people 
t ho u g h t  t rees been set afi re. Field J une 
4, 1 8 7 0 ,  p. 4 7 4  
I nsect f a m i ne m i g h t  mean mysterious 
a w a reness o t h e r  parts  of  this  earth I But 
t he forei g n  L bs c le :� r l y  ( ? )  not of  t h i s  
e:� r t h-not o f  E ng l a n d  not f r o m  F r:1 nce 

R :� msgate etc I Vast swums l a d y  birds 
L T I ndex Sec A u g  1 3  1 8 47 

I The L bs des cribed in The Fie ld of 
A ug 28 " s t r a nge to s:� y ,  t he y  J re :� l l ,  
w i t h  a v e r y  f e w  exceptions, yel low . "  
Cor w rites t h a t  never before lud h e ,  so 
far :ts he  co u l d  remember,  seen yel low 
bdy birds of t h i s  species ( t he seven­
spot t e d )  the yellow ones in h is  experience 
h a ve been t h e  2 2 -spot ted.  

L. b .  Dover " cove red with t hem" "in 
some excep t ional  inst ances being accom ­
p a n ied by n u mber of wa ps" Sci .  Op. 2 - 2 6  

I I n  the  T h ames A d vertiser ( R:1msgate 
:� n d  M a rg:�te  News ) The enormous n u m ­
bers t o l d  of  and i t  is s :� i d  t h a t  t here 
co u l d  be no doubt t h a t  they h:�d come 
from the con t i ne n t .  

R a msgatc I bathers w i t h  a r a s h  o f  t h em 
ecze m a  of t h em 

L bs I The s laughter  enormous. Whenever 
passed over w a ter  i t  caught many.  D 
News A ug 2 3 -cor t e l l s  of s k i m m i n g  
h u n d reds f rom a cistern 

I n  Land a n d  Water,  q uoted L T A ug 2 1 ,  
descript ion of t he m  poi nt ing out  t heir  
" feeb le fl i g h t " .  Spoken of as comi n g  "in 
c louds f rom foreign shores"-W h a t  fo r­
eign shores ? 

A ug 2 1  R ugby Gazette  sa id  t h a t  l a t ter 
part of the week o f  7 - 1 4 t h  the L bs lud 
covered the c l i ffs  :1 t  W a l t on-on-the-Naze 
( Essex ) h a v i n g  come from i n l a nd-and 

on 1 5 t h  were fl y i ng back.  Nothing s:�id 
t h :� t  were seen coming f rom i n l a n d ,  s i m p l y  
t h a t  they appea red and t h i c k l y  cove red 
the ground 

Editori :� l  i n  t he F ie l d ,  A ug 2 8 - I n  m :� n y  
p a r t s  of K e n t  fi res l ighted to  b u r n  t hem. 
In Fol kstone-so recorded-d rains  opened 
and b ushels of t hem swept in. ( x )  O u r  
f r i e n d  M r. J e n n e r  Weir,  t h i nks t hese 
migrants  s l igh t l y  d i ffere n t  f rom the or­
dinary English specimen of  t he same Ill ­
sec t .  The red is paler a n d  t here a rc 
d ivers s l ight  d ifferences t h a t  rather  I n ­
d i c a t e  a foreign origin .  

1 3  

A u g  

1 3  

Aug 

1 8  

1 3  

1 5 

A ug 

1 3  

St ress t h a t  a ye l low fl ight  fore ign I Do 

red describing for 1 8 4 9  

held O c t  1 ,  1 8 64 Editor w ri t es t h H  
lady b i rds move from p l a ne to  p b ne i n  
sea rc h  of  aph ides b u t  ot herwise arc not 
migratory 

Play Tell  l ad y  bi rds Sy rps with t he m  
W h a t  other  go back t o  J u ne The mystery 
o f  cold sp:�ce A nswer i s  r is ing t e mpera­
t u re w i t h  i nsec t s  of  O c tober m uc h  w a r m  
a i r  

W orccstcrs h i re vis ited by a p l ague of 
them Fie ld  March 1 2 ,  1 8 70 
En tomologis t s  Annual,  1 8 7 0  says was an 
insect-hmine so t ha t  many swal lows 
s t a rved t o  dea t h  

L B .  T r a ns. Norfo l k  and Norwich N a ­
t u ra l i s t s  Soc. 1 - 6 2  M r  T. So u t h we l l  t e l l s  
o f  t he a r r i v a l  of  t he l a d y  bi rds i n  N o r ­
fo l k .  He t hi n k s  t h a t  t heir  o n w a r d  move­
ments  in search o f  food would account  
for t he appe:t ra ncc on t h e  shore that  led 
t o  t he idea t hey h ad come f rom the 
Conti ne n t ,  unable to  accept that t he i r  
powers of fl i g h t  could h ave c a r ried t hem 
over t h e  sea. He says t h at upon J u l y  
2 4 t h  off H u ns t a nton w a s  seen a m ass o f  
dead l a d y  b i r d s ,  i n  a st ripe ten feet 
b road and t wo or t h ree mi les long. These 
bdy birds  he t h i n k s  had left the Nor­
fol k  shore a l i g h t i n g  o n  s a n d  t h en d ro w ned 
i n  :1 ris ing t ide.  At t h is place was a 
t remendous s w a r m  of Sy rph idac, t h a t  i t  
seems h ad accompanied t h e  l a d y  birds  
and were saved by t he i r  superior power 
of flight .  He t h i nks  t h at t hose o f  A ugust 
coul d  never h ave come from t h e  Con­
t i nen t ,  but u nobse rved had gone o u t  f rom 
t he Norfo l k  coast  and h a d  been b l o w n  
back. 

In the Times, A ug 28 cor desc ribes the 
c loud that came i n  a n  East w i n d  as i f  
f rom Cala is .  Asks t h a t  n a t u ra l i s ts  Ill 

France fi nd w here the origin .  

L . Bs. London account i n  Zoologist  2 1 4 /  
1 8 4 0  and 1 9 2 2  

L . Bs .  They made t rees look fruit f u l  a n d  
eccen t r i c  ac  to s i z e  o f  t h e  c l uster  s t r a w ­
be r r y  on e l m  t rees oak t rees w i t h  tomatoes 
e t c  

T i mes I R eached London on I 5 t h  I 
C h i l d ren scooping t hem up a n d  fi l l i ng 
paper bags w i t h  t h e m .  Some one e x p l a i n s  
t h a t  so a b u n d a n t  beca use state  of the  
c l i m a t e  favorable  t h i s  year (but  see  other  
notes  on u n fav. ) S u c h  explanat ion i g nore 
t h a t  t h e  L bs were seen to a r ri ve i n  
E n g l a n d .  Spread n o t  o n l y  to  London. 
T i mes 2 8 t h  t h at o n  1 4 t h ,  1 5 t h  a n d  1 6 t h  
"count less m u l t i t udes" appea red u po n  the  
co.1st  o f  K e n t  and S ussex I On 1 5 t h  a t  

D o v e r  a n o t h e r  "enormous m u l t i t ude o f  
t hese i nsects,  l i k e  a c l o u d ,  c o m i n g  o v e r  
the  s e a  as i f  f r o m  Cahis.  Sa id  t lut earl ier  
t h is day h ad bee n a s imilar  occu rrence 
w hen t he y  h a d  ratt led :�ga inst  cast w i n ­
dows l ike colo red h a i l .  This  writer  c a n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  sw:� r m  a f t e r  s w a r m  h a d  bee n 
blow n from Engl i sh  shore a n d  t hen b l o w n  
back.  He has  to  t h i n k  t hey came from 
F ra nce and h opes obse r vers there can 
e x p l a i n .  

Aug 1 4 - 1 5 R a msgate L.bs .  I " l anguid a n d  w e a k .  
e i ther  f r o m  l o n g  fl ight  or absence of  
food".  "The m a j o r i t y  w e re of : 1  l a rge 
s i ze and of a d u l l ,  ye l low h ue".  The S t u ­
d e n t  4 - 1 60  

1 8  S t a n d a rd of - Cor w rites th:�t  L:�dy 
birds  h a d  appeared u po n  t h e  co:�st o f  
E ssex covering t h e  c l i ffs of \'V'alton-on­
t hc - Nazc. So i n c redible t he notion t h a t  
t hey h a d  flow n  from F rance t h a t  t h is 
w ri t a-likc othcr-s :� y s  t h at a w i n d  
b l o w i n g  f rom E n g l a n d  appc:�rcd to  h :�vc  
t a ken t h e m  East  to  ca-wi n d  veeri ng­
c a r r y i n g  t h em back.  S t a n d a rd A u g  1 9-
at H as t i ngs-im possible  to t ake a s tep 
w i t hout  c r u s h i n g  some.  2 l e t t e rs upon 
v a � r  s w a rms i n  London o n  1 4 t h  :l!l d 1 5 t h .  
S t a n d ;� r d ,  A ug. 2 0- w a rms i n  S t .  Lcon­
:J rd 's-on-Sca,  Southcnd,  Essex a n d  Bedfo r d .  
Cor.  fro!n S t .  Leo. s a y s  " T h e y  a l l  seem 
to be m u ch l a rger t h a n  the com mon 
l ady bird ,  o f  a paler color,  w i t h  more 
s p:J ts." S u n d ard 2 1 s t  at \'<' oodbridge­
" m y riads" .  

14  A c to cor to Times of 2 1 s t o r  2 8 t h .  On 
1 5 t h  a cloud o f  L bs at  Dover as  if 
coming f rom Calais .  

1 3  Bug-evidence I All  fligh t s  ab A u g  1 3  I 
Not another  here s i n ce 1 8 6 9  I Notes 
u pon U.  S .  phc cspc c i :t l l r  a b u n d a n t  be­
t ween 1 8 8 0  and 1 8 9 5  but not one. I Sec 
1 9 0 2  i n sta nce - cos mic ( i ndcciphcnblc 
word ) I But  a p h i des of t h i s  earth do 
migrate  I There no fl ight  o f  tcrr i s tria l  
l a d y  birds  I Then we concei ve of an i m ­
p u lse some where else a b .  A ug .  1 3  I Then 
a r r i v i n g  in a well  aggregated column and 
v igorous t hey did  not come far.  

( A t t h is  poi n t ,  b u t  s t i l l  w i t h i n  h is s t r i n g ,  Fort  had 
a group o f  notes w i t h i n  a w i re clip.  The end of  
t h a t  g roup wi l l  be not i ced here. ) 

Oct 3 ( ? )  Spiders K e ndal  Merc u r y  9 -4 - 3  T h a t  soon 
a ft e r  the people  became conscious o f  :1n 
U N U S U A L  presence in t h e  a i r .  Said t hey 
w e re spiders-ai r a l ive  with t hem m y riads  
of  smal l  b rown i nsec t s  upon long s t re a m ­
ers .  Said covered t h e  t o w n  a n d  neighbor­
h ood. Said that they came i n  with more 
genial  weat her. 

Oct 4 

1 2  

( before ) 

1 5  

1 2  

O c t  

1 5  

425 

S piders I Cul is le  I C a r l i s l e  Jou rna l 5 -2 - 4 

A shower of spiders a Lb rk mahoga n y  

color and came d o w n  i n  count less n u m ­

bers. A c t o  descr ipt ion n o t  acron:� t i c a l  

s p i d e r ,  no m e n t i o n  of h l l i ng w e b s ,  b u t  

sa id  t h at a fter  l a n d i n g  t h e y  began t o  

spin w ebs.  I " s m a l l  spiders ,  resembl ing 

a n t s  i n  fo rm, b u t  smal ler ."  \XIebs were 

" w h i t e r  a n d  m o re v isible dun t hose of 

ordinary spiders . "  

Ti verton Times of- ( same c o r  as o f  other  

note. ) T h a t  a d a y  o r  so befo re w ri t ing 

-had seen i n  a fi e l d  a n d  a l so i n  t he st ree t s  

of T i v e r t o n  a v :�st n u m ber of st r a n ds o f  

s p i d e r  web a n d  spiders on w i n g  i n  t h e  

a i r .  S a y s  t lut members of t h e  B ri t i sh  A s ­

sociat ion l i ved i n  T i v e r t o n  b u t  t lut t h e y  

h ad not e x p l a i ne d .  

T i verton T i mes Oct 1 9-Th a t  So u t h  

M o l t e n  h a d  been vis i ted o n  1 5 t h  b y  " a  

w o n d e r f u l  phenomenon.  A b o u t  noon s u d ­

d e n l y  c a m e  i n tense heat  e q u a l  t o  a n y  

t e m perat u re i n  J ul y ,  i n  t he forenoon h ad 

been noted " cobwebs l i ke pieces of cot ­

t o n "  floa t i n g  in t h e  a i r .  They i n c rc:�sed i n  

n u mbers a n d  con t i n ued to  f a l l  a l l  t h e  

r e s t  o f  t he d a y  " i n  w o n d rous q u a n t i t ies " 
-covering fi e l d s-houses, persons. S i l k  

h a t s  seem to lu vc a spec i a l  a t t ract ion fo r 

t hem. "They were pe rfe c t l y  w h i t e  and i n  

t he form of i m mensely l o n g  sh reds, a t  

i n tervals  on w h i c h  were l a rge floc c ulen t 

m asses l i ke b a l l s  of g u n  cot to n . "  "Th e 

sh reds were q u i t e  tough,  l i k e  hemp, a n d  

e x t reme l y  coarse" b u t  t h ey w ere com ­

posed of st riated fi b res . "  It :�ppcared re­

ma rkable t h a t  i nsec t s  were not e n t a ngled 

hy t he m ". "Some few say t h at t hey re­

ma rked small  spiders a t t ached i n  rare 

i ns t a n ces . "  The w i n d  was north -west by 

north .  

T i verton T i mes of I F l ies I Cor w ri tes 

t h a t  s w a rms o f  fl ies had collected :�gainst  

t h e  u pper w i ndows o f  t h e  Town H a l l .  

" M y ri a d s  of t h e  i nsects were t here con­

g regated and gave t wo o r  t h ree of  t h e  

w i ndows a b l ackened appearance".  " A  

short t i me s ince" He hopes t h a t  readers 

w h o  had been accou n ting for t h e  plague 

o f  lady bi rds might  explain this  phc.  I 
He t e l l s  of t h e  spider webs. 

Spiders P l y mo u t h  paper W i s t i a n  D :�i l y  

Mercury Not h i ng 

W h e re L & D noth i ng in L uton G azet t e  

a n d  D u ns t able  Courier 
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