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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY o
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. -

13 March 1953

The Honorable
The Becretary of Defense
Depertment of Defense
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr. Secretarys.
The Director of Central Intelligence has asked that you. be

fu:ni'shed & copy of the attached report prepered by & panel of
scientiste on the subject of "Unidentified Flying Objects.” This

penel was convened at the direction of General Smith, following the
recommendation of the Intelligence Advisory Committee.

The conclusions end recommendations msy be of inmterest to you,
in that they point out certain potential dangers to national security

‘ vhich are related to the subject end suggest ways of their elimination.
Although this Agency-does not consider problems-arising from — .
sightings of "flying saucers” primerily its concern, ve shell be
any appropriete action thet you mway deem ed-
J ot ol L5l

pleased to sssist in

vissble.
% Epies of, this report are also being sent to the
%’g&_ and tq:g'the ‘Chairman, National Security Resources Board.
e o ‘
~ .
= '§ E | ' Sf.ncerelg yours,
F R
R - - i
) "F",':",’ RICHARD D. DRAIR
; o = Hecretary
: «< m Intelligence Advisory Committee
Enclosure

This malerial contains infermztion
affecling the national defense of

the Uaited Siatas with the maantag

o the esplonage laws, Title 18, ysg,
Sacs. 793 and 7194, and transmission -

or roveiation of which n any manner to,

m :" wnawthorized persen is prohlbited by
aw, : .
. : SecDef, Conte NO.MD

or Release

Approved
| Q/MMO
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REPCRT OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL

mnmmnggnmc OBJECTS JAN 171353

1. ©Pursusnt to the request of the Assistent Director for Seientific
' Intelligence, the undersigned Penel of Scientific Consultaits has zmet to
evaluate eny possible threst to ng%ionaa. security posed by Unidentified
Flying C?oJec*t;s { "Flying Sa.ucers"), .and to make recomnéndatiox;xs %hefeon.
The Panel has z'eceived the evidence as presented dy cognizant intel14-
'. gence agencies ’ primerily the Air Technicel Intelligence Center, and has
. ,'reviewed & selection of the best doctmented incidents.v o

2. As a result of 1ts considerations » the Panel concludes'

a. Thet the evidence preeented on Un:gdentified F]ying

Objects ahowa no indication that theéé phenomena constitute

a d:lrect physical threat to nationel security »
i ' - Ve firmly believe that there is no resuluum of casea which ind.icates
phenamena uhich are attri'butable to foreign artife.cts cs.peble of hostile
. actn » and ,that there is no. evidence tha.t the phenumena indicate a need a
for the revision of cumnt scientiﬁc eoncepts. ’
3 The Panel further concludes o " ._ : oo |

' ‘g..'_l That the continued emphe.ais ‘on the reporting of

*Ehe'se'phenomena does » :Ln tnese pnrlcus times, result :Ln e

three.t to the orderly f‘unctioning of the protective orgm'ua

of the body politic.
P , Ve cite es emm'olea the cloggmg or chaunnels of conmmnication 'by irrelevant

z'eports, the dsnger of being 1ed by continued false a.larms to ignore real

x o L S ' SegDeg_ContoNO«Qw
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indications of hostile action, end the cultivation of 'é'ﬁfﬁid';a'tic{hél o
 psychology in v_hich gkillful hostile px:-opaga.nda could induce ﬁ&sterical'
behavior and barminl distrust of duly constituted e.uthcl;ity; ,
| 4. iIr order most éffectiyel;;f to strengthen the national facilities
f;:r the timely recognition end the appropriate handling of trée indications
of hostile actien, and to minimize the conccmitant dangers alluded to
a.béve, the. Penel rec’onmené_s: . . - |
| a. That the nstionsl security agencies .take ;.h;xaediate steps
<0 strip the lh;identifigd Flying ObjJects of the epecial etatus they

.have been glven and the sura of nystery they huve unforituvnstely

Dlesmteed; .
b. That ‘the nationéi ge(;ixi-ity' agencies institﬁté p:.::J,iq‘ies'

on ‘mtelligenc'e, training, and 'public‘ education desiéned to preﬁé.re

the ma‘cerial defenses, a.nd the morale oi the coxmtry to recognize
moat prompt]y end to react most effectively to’ true mdicatiuns
of hoatile intent or action.

We sugsest that these 8ims may be achieved by an integrsted program

_ ‘deuigned to resssure the public of the total la.ck of evidence of :ln:lmica.l

’

forces behind the phenmna, %o train peraonnel to recognize and reJect

.

-felse indica.tions qutckw ‘and effeetive]y, and to strengthen regular

channela for the evaluation of and prompt reaction to trwe 1ndications

1’ hoatile measures.
~ [s/ lloyd V. Berkmer
gy : y - Associated Unlversities , inc.
[s/ H. P. Robertson -~ Che.iman .

‘California Institute of Technology . [e/ S. a. Goudsmi"
‘ Brockhaven Ks.tiona.l Laboratorieo

/s/ luis W. Alverez
University of Cal alifornia /s/ Thornton Page
Johns B Hopkinsg University

Winlininiininten

7[ . : 1o.
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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL OF °
 UNIDENTIFIED FLIING OBJECTS
| Y = 17 Janiary 1953

EVIDENCE FRESENTED.

Saventyh-‘ive case. hi.stories of a:lgh'binge 1951 1952 (Bolected by
ATIC as thoae best doeumanbed)

um Statua and’ Progrees Reporta of Projeot GRDUGE and Project
BIUE BOOK (cade names rou- .mt: study of aubject)

‘Progress Reports of Project STORK (ooda name for Bo.ttelle Mcmor.ul
_ Institute coubract work mppccrting ATIC).

'-axmry Report o.f sighung' "at Honoman Mr Farco Base, New Mead.coq

. "Ga-oarn Firebe.ll“ H:'emmm (h‘oject TWINKI.E). T

6.

To

'Outline of Iuveatigation of U.Fao s Propoaad bv mrtland AMr Fmo
- Bass (Project POUNCE). .

Mot:lon Ploture Pilms of sightinga at Trennnton, Utah, 2 July 1952

- and Great Fa]ls, Montana, Auguat 1950, .

8.

15.

D SOV U S

Snnnnary Ropnrt of 89 aelected cases of" sighbinga of.various
eategoriea (Fomations, Blinking I.d.ghta, Eoveming, etoe).

Dra.ft of mma.l: "Rou to Make a momm", p.'epared b Arm. a

"'Chart Showing Plot of Geographic Iocation of Unexp]ained Sightings
: "111 the United States dm‘ing 1952o B -\ T S '

'lChart Shauing Balloon Imnching Sitea in the United Statesa
~Oharta Showing Saloeted Actua.l Balloon Flight Patha and Relat:!.on ‘

%o Repox'ted Sightingl. .

Charts Showing I&'equenoy of Repo:'ta of Sightings, 1948 - 1952¢ 4

Charts Showing Gategocries of Explanations of Sightings.
Kodaclmrome ’I&-ansparenciee of Polyethylene Filn Balldons in Bright

, Stml‘!.ght Shwing ‘High Raflectivityo

[ S
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X7,

18,

19,

20 .

; '210
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"Motion pictm-e of aeagulla in brigh‘b aunlight shouing high reﬂectivity.

Intalligeme Reporte Relating %o U¢S.8.Ro Interest in U. S. Sightings.
Samples of Official USA!' Roporbing Forns end Capioa of Partinent

. Adr Force, Army and ﬂavy Orders Relating to Subject.

Semple Pclyethyleme "Pﬂlw" Balloon (5& 1nches aquare).‘
"Variationa i.n Radnr Oovmge" J’ARP 301 . (Ms.t;ual ﬂlusm'ating mmaual

' operating characteristicu of So:'vice radar)
'!ﬂacolhneous official lettere and foreign iube]ligcnce reports

doalingwith subjec‘b. o

Cerdes of popuhr publiahed works dealing vith subject (erticles
1n periodiu.ls, newapapecr clippings and books) .

W TAB B
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ST T Tt SOTENTIRTC ADVISORY PANEL OF
UNIDENTIFIED FLYTAG OBJECTS
1, = 1/ Jeivary 1953

ORGAN IZATION

m-. B, P. Robartor (Ghairzmn) Galifocrn:!a. Tnstituto
. uf Technology

Dz, ;n;a,w. uvam\' ‘Tniversity of
. : California -
~ Associsted Uu:‘srém- :
sitles; Ina,

e, Lloyd V, Berime

. Brockhaven Natfonal
L Iabcafgtories.

" Dro Thornton Page’ © - O,ﬁ,,e of Hosoazeh
IR CAE . Operations, Johns
Dry 30 Allen Hynek Ohto Stats Univer=
TR " sity '

Arthur Dy Id.ttle, '

. ¥rg Frederick U, Durent
. ‘.-" Im°.

| gg;"ﬁwm‘ " EES '

e _'r‘_‘_a-s.g" Gen. Awmm 14. Garland

lmnd:mg General,
A.LIC

! ' DriiHY Mavshell Chedwell - Adasteat Director,
e e T g : e T : O})I, GIA . .
Ve Ralph L, Clark Deputy Aspistant
A - ~ Direygor, 0/SI, CIA
Seqiililialafemon
\4—— —_— - -

" Hoplins- Univemeity '

RS

.‘.amg"vg ,

7 memwenys

‘FIKLD OF GOMPEB.‘BG"Z ’

Physics. Veapons
systems :

. Puysics, radar

Geophysice

Atomde aﬁ‘mﬁme',
- gtatistical - -
problm

physica

‘Rockets, guided
. mleslles

Sca.entiﬁc and
tochnical Mel]i-
gence '

‘ Scientiﬁc and'

"techmical intolll-
- gence :
Scientific and
technical intelli-
gence :
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